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INTRODUCTION  * 


[Le  Depute  d'Arri,^  was  announced  under  several  titles,  and 
only  the  first  part,  "L'filoction,"  appeared  during  Balzac's  life- 
time. Tliis  was  published  in  L'Union  Monarchique,  April  7  to 
May  3,  1847,  and  was  divided  into  seventeen  chapters,  since 
suppressed.  The  stor  •  was  then  taken  up  by  Charles  Rabou, 
who  had  been  selected  by  Balzac  to  finish  it,  and  appeared  in 
the  Constitutionnel  in  1853.  The  next  year  the  first  part, 
"Le  Depute  d'Arcis,'"  was  issued  in  f<  ur  volumes;  the  second 
part,  "Le  Conite  d'  Sallenauve,"  and  the  third  part,  "La 
Famille  Beauvisage,"  followed  in  185'),  in  five  and  four  vol- 
umes respectively.  Only  a  portion  of  this  long  continuation  is 
now  included  among  the  "Scenes  do  la  Vie  Politique"  of  the 
"Comedy,"  and  this  is  divided  into  three  parts — L  "L'filec- 
tion,"  li.  "Lettres  fidifiantes,"  and  III.  "Le  Comte  de  Salle- 
nauve."  The  hand  of  Balzac  is  not  visible  in  the  second  and 
third  parts.  So  many  of  the  characters  of  the  "Comedy"  are 
used  that  only  very  brief  information  about  them  can  be 
given  here,  or.  indeed,  is  necessary.  Among  the  leading  per- 
sonages who  will  be  at  once  familiar  a  'o  Maxime  de  Trailles, 
who  finally  marries  Cecile  Beauvisage — a  match  that  turns 
out  badly  ("La  Famille  Beauvisage") — Rastignac,  Bixiou, 
Mme.  de  Camp*  (see  "Madame  Firmiani"),  the  PXorades. 
(see  "Memoires  de  Deux  .lounes  Mariees").  Malin  de  Oondre- 
ville  (see  "Fno  Tenelnvnise  .\ffaire""),  the  Princess  de  Cadi- 
gnan  and  her  son.  Georges  de  Manfrigneuse,  the  Duk"  de 
Rhetore.  Vinet  and  his  son  (see  "Pierrette"  and  "Les  Petits 
Bourgeois"),  and   Mme.   tie   Sainte-Esteve   and   her   famous 

•Copyright,  ijO>i  bv  Tiioiun^  Y  Croweli  i  Com|)iiiiy. 
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noj.heu-,  Jacques  Collin,  both  of  whom  conio  to  violent  ends  in 
tho  ,o„tnu>ation  of  ti.o  novel.    The  aunt,  having  been  asso- 
•■'^'"■'l  with  counterfeiters  in  Jtaly,  poi.ons  herself  in  the  pres- 
enee  ol  her  .u-j.hew,  uho,  afier  lilHn-  a  responsible  police  posi- 
1'"!   in  an   Jtahan  j-nncipality.   is  killed  by  a  counterfeiter, 
i-or  .Mnie.  <1..  (;.n.|-Cygne,  th,-  (iiguet.s,  Grevin,  Gothard.  the 
.Marions,  a,.d  other  In,,,!  characters,  see  "Une  Tenebreuse  Af- 
fairs. ^    I'hileas   Heauvisage  has  been  seen   in   "La   Cousine 
^^'■tte.     a.s  al.o  \-ic,orin   Ilulot  and  Crevel.     Abbe  i^ntanon 
recalls  ••(  nc  Double  Famille,"  Frederic  Marest,  "Un  Debut 
<lans  la  A  ,e.  '  Colonel  Franchessini  "Le  Pere  Goriot,"  Marie- 
Gaston._'-La   (irena.liere-   and   "Men,oires   de   Deux   Jeune.s 
^  an.es        i  he  Lantys  will  i,e  ,een  in  "Sarrasine,"  the  plot 
of  which  IS  given  in  outline.     The  Bishop  of  Troves  is  the 
A.  .e   Iro„b.rt  of  ''Le  Cure  de  Toui>.-'     For  Mile:  Chocar- 
<l<'llo     "Antonia"),  see  "Un  Honune  d-Affaires."     Dorlange 
or  sallenanve,  who  turns  out  to  be  a  natural  son  of  Jacques 
UAlm  (represented  as  a  misogynist  in  "Pere  Goriof),  Briche- 
teau     the  organist,   and   la   Mere   Marie-des-Anges   play  no 
further  parts  in  the  "Comedy"  proper.] 

Tiif're  IS  no  i,,.,.,!.  in  connection  with  "Le  Depute  d'Arcis," 
of  follouu.g  ,he  p,...,,dent  set  in  the  Introduction  to  "Les 
letii>  i>ourg,o„-  and  discussing  the  external  and  internal 
evidrnce  relative  to  Balzac's  share  in  the  composition  of  the 
i"'\el.  It  ,s  ,,u,te  plain  from  every  point  of  view  that  he  is 
n'spnns.ble  o„lv  f„r  the  jmrtion  that  describes  the  opening 
o  the  .  ...toral  campaign  and  the  descent  of  the  adventurer. 
^Max.me  ...  I  rallies  upon  the  quiet  town.  How  far  his  notes 
^    ..  -1   R,  ,„„   „  ,  p,-,i,^_  seemingly,  n.,t  to  be  determined, 

'  '    ""'\ i"^'-^"""^'''  "■'^•■thor.  if  he  had  lived  to  complete 

H.  Mury.  iu.  would  have  permitted  himself  so  to  complicate 

he  imngue  a.  to  leave  at  ti.ies  the  political  question^prac- 

tKall.v  ,n  the  backgr.nind.     Xor  is  it  very  likely  that  he  would 
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have  made  such  an  extended  use  of  letters  after  so  direct  and 
vigorous  an  opening.  That  liabou's  treatment  of  tlio  char- 
acters and  scenes  dilfcrs  for  llie  worse  from  what  Balzac 
would  probably  liave  made  of  them  will,  perhaps,  bo  denied  by 
few  readers;  yet  the  continuation  of  tlie  novel,  as  here  given, 
is  plainly  not  lacking  in  merit,  and  doubtless  some  readers  will 
wish  that  they  had  been  permitted  to  follow  Sallenauve  to 
South  America  in  his  search  for  his  mother,  Catherine  An- 
toinette Goussard,  who  besides  being  the  daughter  of  Danton 
and  tlie  mistress  of  Jacciues  Collin,  became  the  favorite  of 
Dr.  Francia,  the  Dictator  of  Paraguay.  If  their  wish  had 
been  granted,  however,  they  would  certainly  have  found  them- 
selves far  beyond  the  bounds  of  '"The  Human  Comedy." 

As  for  the  merits  of  I'alzac's  own  share  of  the  novel,  these 
will  surely  bo  apparent  at  a  glance.  The  opening  coiiveraa- 
tion  between  Mme.  Marion,  Colonel  Giguet,  and  Simon  is 
very  lifelike  and  secures  one's  interest.  The  description  of  the 
meeting  of  the  independent  electors  is  excellent,  the  characters 
of  Simon,  Pigoult,  and  IJeauvisage  being  brought  out  es- 
pecially well.  The  sketch  of  the  worthy  Mayor's  commercial 
career  is  in  Balzac's  most  characteristic  manner,  and  may  be 
compared  with  what  he  has  already  told  us  about  the  methods 
to  acquire  fortunes  employed  by  two  other  stupid  men — Pero 
(ioriot  and  Cesar  Birotteau.  The  portrait  of  Crevin,  another 
of  Balzac's  retired  bourgeois  who  gives  himself  up  to  taking 
care  of  his  money  and  his  health,  is  quite  worthy  of  the  hand 
that  gave  us  Rigou  in  "Les  Paysans."  The  description  of  the 
provincial  society  gathered  in  Mme.  Marion's  salon  is  hardly 
if  at  all  inferior  to  the  descriptions  of  similar  gatherings  in 
"La  Vieille  Fille,"  "Illusions  Perdues,"  "Eugenie  Crandet," 
and  perhaps  a  dozen  other  stories.  Tlie  immense  impres-ion 
produced  in  the  little  town  by  the  arrival  of  a  stranger  could 
not  well  be  better  handled,  while  Mme.  Mollot's  description  of 
the  queer  toilet  performances  of  Count  Ma.xime  is  quite  in- 

tVol  Txxn 
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imitable.     The  concise  ..rount     r  u    *     i 

not  unacceptable  even  ,o  fair!    do'        f'"T'''''  ''''''  ^' 

rt^gret  (hat  he  did  ,       j,,,.  '^''^""-'^  ^''^^'ing  of 

conclu.^on.     That  it  would  1^7^  ^''"/"^f '»  '''  "ork  to  its 
the  "Political  Scene.-        ,  ',      '"'^"' ''' ^"""^'"^  i'l^^'o  among 

that  it  would  have  ranked         :  .;?::'•  ^  'T  "'""^'  '^'^'^ 
roahstic  novel  of  n.anner.   h^m  """f  ^mg  story  and  a 

the  entire  first  part.  '  '^  ''  ^'  ^"1"''^^>-  "PP^^ent  from 

W.  P.  Tbext. 
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Ti'.E  MEMBER  FOR  ARCIS 


PART  1. 


THE  ELECTION 

Before  entering  on  a  study  of  a  country  election,  I  need 
hardly  say  that  the  town  of  Arcis-siir-Aubo  was  not  the  scene 
of  the  events  to  be  related.  The  district  of  Arcis  votes  at 
Bur-sur-Aube,  which  is  fifteen  leaijucs  away  from  Arcis; 
so  tiiero  is  no  niombor  for  Arcis  in  tiic  Chamhcr  of  Doniitipp. 
The  amenities  demanded  by  the  history  of  contemporary  man- 
ners re(iiiire  this  precaution.  It  is' perhaps  an  ingenious 
notion  to  dc-cribe  one  town  as  the  setting  for  a  drama  played 
out  in  anotlier;  indeed,  the  plan  has  been  already  adopted 
in  the  course  of  this  Human  Comedy,  in  spite  of  the  draw- 
back that  it  often  makes  the  frame  as  elaborate  as  the  picture. 

Towards  the  end  of  April  1839,  at  about  ten  in  the  morn- 
ing, a  strange  appearance  was  presented  by  Madame  ^ilarion's 
drawing-room— the  lady  was  the  widow  of  a  revenue  collector 
in  the  (lopartment  of  the  Aube.  Nothing  remained  in  it  of 
all  the  furniture  but  the  window  curtains,  the  chimney  hang- 
ings  and  ornaments,  the  chandelier,  and  the  tea-table.  The 
Aubusson  carpet,  taken  up  a  fortnight  sooner  than  was 
necessary,  encumbered  the  balcony  steps,  and  the  parquet  had 
been  energetically  rubbed  withf)ut  looking  any  the  brighter. 

Thi>  was  a  sort  of  domestic  forecast  of  the  coming  elec- 
tions, for  whicli  preparations  were  being  made  over  the 
whole  face  of  the  country.  Things  are  sometimes  as  humor- 
ous  as  men.  Tnis  is  an  argument  in  favor  of  the  occult 
sciences. 


(1) 


«  TIJE  .ME.MHKU  FOK  AKCIS 

Mar!^^.;;:!:;'!;;;;;-;:'-;;;;;,:;;/';;^^ 

r:^a:;:;;t;;;;;:t:'''''';"--''-^^ 

aiiu.o....:::\^;^t;;;::j;;;;;!';;;;:.:;:;;;-'^'';^^ 

^"''''■'■"  ^^ '"'■''  "'•■  >kv  Mn,l,.,i  doidt'i  1  ^^'       "'■''' 

-May  .unsi.inc.  .llou,.,!  ,.r     ...  'T'"^'  ''"■'■=^^'^^  ""'^ 

was  wu].'  '''    '''''"'''-™''-'  '■-'"  1«^%^^^^ 

thm.  fc.    h,.,„      ,  V      r""/"^^  ^'"'  ''  -^P'-  "f  about 

across  .he  rows      ,„,,,;  ,".;;","""'  """'  "''^  ^'"^  ^'^^^^ 
was  placed  .Ion.  1      ,  'y^:  ^f  m"""  '  'V'"  '^^  '^'"'^'^^ 

end  ..f  tin-  ron,n  oppo.i,        '     f  ,'   "  ".':"'""'■'•     "^^  ^^e 

placed  tin-....  .rnK-hi  ,,    '      :"-'  •'''""  '^"•''"'»'  ^^arion 
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recess  OH  each  side  ,';■:;'     t  T 

bonehes  fron.  th.-  aMtr         ' '""""^^i'iaco  hy  bringing  i„  two 

velvet,  whieh  1         Z'Z\  'V''  "*'  ''"'  ^^^^"^^  "^  ^he 
"Wo   e'.n    .e  ^""'-and-lu-enty  years'  service. 

tion  ""'   •"■"'"'■^-   '— <•   -i^I   she,   w.th   exulta- 

^Sa^-eizr-if:;: 

evening  for  tucntv-four  v  ,:  '  :  ^'^■'^^""^-^"^^^  ^very 
should  faU  a^-welir'  ;■;,,'  l'",'-^;^ '.•'•'•  "•^'••^'  visitor., 
tone.  •     "'"'  ''"'  '^'*^  lady  in  a  threatening 

come.     To   l,el  ••,;;"  ""•"«^— ^o  ought  nJt  to 

ecutor,  Frederie  Mare  t   Z  ^  '  ""^  =  ''"''  P"''''e  pros- 

•Mare.t,  for  anotner;  Monsieur  Oluier  Vinet, 
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his  deputy,  thrco ;  Monsiuiir  Miirteiit  r,  the  examining  judge, 
four;  the  justice  of  the  peace " 

"But  I  am  not  so  silly."  tlie  old  lady  interrupted  in  her 
turn,  "as  to  expect  that  men  who  hold  apimlntments  should 
attend  a  meetinjr  of  which  the  purpose  is  to  return  one  more 
deputy  to  the  Opposition. — At  the  same  time.  Antonin  Gou- 
lard, Simon's  playfellow  and  sehool-niate,  would  be  very  glad 
to  see  him  in  the  ("hainber,  for " 

"Xow,  my  good  sister,  leave  us  men  to  manage  our  own 
business. — Where  is  Hinion?" 

''He  is  dressing.  He  was  very  wise  not  to  come  to  break- 
fast for  he  is  very  nervous;  and  though  our  young  lawyer  is 
in  the  habit  of  speaking  in  Court,  he  dreads  this  meeting  as 
much  as  if  he  had  to  face  his  enemies." 

"My  word !  Yes.  I  have  often  stood  the  fire  of  a 
battery  and  my  soul  never  quaked — my  body  1  say  nothing 
about;  but  if  I  had  to  stand  up  here,"  said  the  old  soldier, 
placing  himself  behind  the  table,  "opposite  the  forty  good 
people  who  will  sit  there,  open-mouthed,  their  eyes  fixed  on 
mine,  and  expecting  a  set  speech  in  sounding  ])eriods — my 
shirt  would  be  soaking  before  I  could  find  a  wonl." 

"And  yet,  my  dear  father,  you  must  make  that  efTort  on 
my  behalf,"  said  Simon  (iiguct.  coming  in  from  the  little 
drawing-room;  "for  if  there  is  a  man  in  the  department 
whose  word  is  powerful,  it  is  certainly  you.     In  181.5 " 

"In  1815,"  said  the  particularly  well-preserved  little  man, 
"I  had  not  to  speak;  I  merely  drew  up  a  little  proclamation 
which  raised  two  thousand  men  in  twenty-four  hours.  And 
there  is  a  great  difTerence  between  putting  one's  name  at  the 
bottom  of  a  broadsheet  and  addressing  a  meeting.  Xapoleon 
himself  would  have  lost  at  that  game.  On  the  18th  Brumaire 
he  talked  sheer  nonsense  to  tiie  Five  Hundred." 

"But,  my  dear  father,  my  whole  life  is  at  stake,  my  pros- 
pects, mv  happiness- Just  look  at  one  person  only,  and 

fancy  you  are  speaking  to  him  alone — you  will  Ln't  through  it 
all  right." 

"Mercv  on  us  I  I  am  onlv  an  old  woman,"  said  Madame 
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l.avo  o„„„c,.„.,|  ,l,i/,      „   .    ;„„      ",,""■  I"*'  '»■"  ''".-  v™ 

niv  son  i^  n„.     1    .    I    """•'"""   w'fli  sonic  notion i* 

J,:-n  ,>  no,    ,.,.,,,...1.  M.  nn,..h   tl.e  worso  for  Arc.,  thafi 

to  a  fonnda.H^;  7Z^  ';o-  -  nun,  1,1c  cl,.ra,.t.rs  u-hioh 
f-li"^'.  Ilo  never  ,n  LZi;';  '"'V'T^  ^''''''•■•'^•>'  '^^ 
captain  in  the  artillcrv     f  'T"   '"'   '""^   '''■'"=''""'   ■•' 

fanatical  MMnclMnV.  o  V  .'•'  ■"''"•'■  '"  '■""•  "■•^  "Imo.t 
Bourbons  after  .:,,.':  •:;,:'/[' r ''''"'  '"^  ^^'"'"^  ^''^ 
l'i«  devotion   was  .o  Z         ,  ?"""•     •^"•'  ''"  '>^'-'"' 

banished  h„t  for, hcV';^  '.'"^ '"'  "-"-l  have  hcon 
erased  fron,  the  li.  .  1  ''  "7";':--''l"-  ^vho  had  his  name 
pension  and  the  ra;V;;;';i;;:,;''''''''^''^''"^ ''in,  a  retiring 

Madame  Mari<.n,  „rr  (;i,r,„,.    i,,,,,  ,, ,,        ,,       , 
was  Colonel  of  the  (;cnd  n     ^^     ,     ''''  ^'"'•^'"'V"-'^*'"^'- "'^o 
she  had   formerlv  lived  ,     V'T"'  ""'^  ^^'"^  ^^'hom 

Marion,  roeeivcr-"...neral' of         '■  ''a.l   married   ^ronsionr 

AI>r<>therof,i;'     1;    ;';;''''.'-^f^''e  department. 
of  one  of   the    hnperia  '     '    T"  -';i>'--<iin^  i„d.e 

Arcis  this  hnvver  lad    d,  ,•  j         r        '""   '"^   P'^'^'^^e'"  "t 

tothofamonsMalinM;;     1,:':;;X;''^ 
of  the  people,  to  enihle  1>-     ■,  •^"'"^>- a  representative 

.lie.    VoLe;;.::;^:.  ;:£'•'  -;<'--^tate  of  (.,ndrc- 

a  oonnt.  his  infh.enee  was'  e  ,  ''.  'T"^  "  ^^"^^''^  '""l 
Manons.  The  hnwer-s  hrotlLlo  I  ■""■"'■  ^^^  ^'" 
as  receiver-vneral  at  a  time  u  ^,/"^  '"■'  appointment 
having  to  .-hoo./  ,    „  a    I     r'V''''  ^7-""-"f-  f'<r  from 

giadtothuimentosu'-;::;,;'';;:;:!!^^'^^ 


^T-f-'^^'^W'^^ 


^^m&x2^i^^Am:A:ms,jjiLt:j(j/^  a^sm 
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Marion,  the  ruceivor-goiiLTal,  liad  uiluirited  the  property 
of  his  brotliiT  till'  judge;  Madame  Marion  came  in  for  that 
(if  inT  hrotluT  Cnloiicl  CliLrtict  of  tlic  (ioiidaniHTic.  In  1814 
.Mon?ifur  Marion  sull'iTcd  sonic  reviTses;  he  died  at  about  the 
>anie  tiiiie  as  tiic  Knipiic,  and  Ins  widow  was  able  to  make  up 
liftt'tMi  tliousaiid  I'rants  a  vcar  from  the  wre''k  of  these  fag- 
inds  of  fortune.  Giguet  of  the  Gendarmerie  had  left  all  his 
little  Wfiiith  to  his  sister  on  hearing  of  his  brother's  marriage 
in  1M)(»  to  one  of  the  daughters  of  a  rich  Hamburg  banker. 
'J'he  admiration  of  all  Europe  for  Xapoleon's  magnifieent 
troopers  is  well  known. 

Jn  IS!  I  .Madame  Marion  in  very  narrow  circumstances 
lame  to  live  at  .\reis,  her  native  town,  where  she  bought  a 
house  ill  the  Granile  I'laee,  one  of  the  handsomest  residences 
in  the  town,  on  a  site  suggesting  that  it  had  formerly  been 
dei>endeiit  on  the  chateau.  Being  used  to  entertain  a  great 
deal  at  Troves,  where  the  reveiiue-eollictor  w;is  n  pprson  of 
importance,  her  drawing-room  was  open  to  the  prominent 
members  of  the  Liberal  circle  at  Arcis.  A  woman  who  in 
n<vd  to  the  position  of  queen  of  a  country  salon  does  not 
readily  forego  it.  Of  all  habits,  those  of  vanity  are  the  most 
enduring. 

Colonel  Giguet,  a  Liberal,  after  being  a  Bonapartist — for 
by  a  singular  metamorphosis,  Napoleon's  soldiers  almost  all 
fell  in  love  with  the  constitutional  system — naturally  became, 
under  the  Kestoration,  the  President  of  the  Town  Council 
of  Arcis.  which  included  Grevin,  the  notary,  and  Boauvisage, 
his  son-in-law  ;  \'arlet  fils.  the  leading  physician  in  the  town 
and  Grevin's  brother-in-law,  with  sundry  other  Liberals  of 
importance. 

"If  our  dear  boy  is  not  elected,"  said  Madame  Marion,  after 
looking  into  the  ante-room  and  the  garden  to  make  sure  that 
nobody  was  listening;  "he  will  not  win  Mademoiselle  Beau- 
visage  ;  for  what  he  looks  for  in  the  event  of  his  success  is 
nuirrying  Gecile." 

"C'ecile-'""  said  the  old  man,  opening  his  eyes  wide  to  gaze 
at  his  sister  in  amazement. 


rf^ 
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"So  OIU?    1,U|    yoil    ij,    , 

to  f;rj,r,.|    (1,,.  l-„niin..  a. 
Bt'uuvijjiut'  " 

"«SiK-    IS    III,.    «,,,1|1,„,.,     („.,,, 
^A"'"',     said  Sun,, I,  (.1-1,,.,, 

.'•Hut  it  s,.,.,ns  ,„  „„,  ,i,,,,   ,„^.  j 

said  thool,|  („1.,M,.!.     -11,.  ,,\,„„   ■ 


I  ","'  '''•I""'"""nt,  l,r,)ther.  is  likely 


III 


'h'  d,j)artnient  of  tne 


not  to  |„.  jJiict'Zt'd  at  '■' 
bare  nam,..-  '"'"  -"""••'""K  In'ttor  than  my 

tl-'llid^^^^^^ 

with  as  niu..h  as     ,        ;        "'""    '^'^"  "'■•"'''>■  '••""^-  forward 

••      ,','-:'"  ^''>-  ""tl""K  of  position " 

<.\     1  , "'^'''^   "'•■  <'"loiiel. 

And  have  Invri  rifii>,'d  '• 

bro^.^^^::^,:::^;;- :';;;:. -';-:'^-.-MadpeMari. 
every  evening  f„r  the  h>.t  four,  nl  ,Ve,  ;  .'  .'"^  ^''^  "^^^''"« 
rang  with  the  eeho  of  everv  r,i  n,  r  1  r  •    f   ' .      ''  "'^"'^  ^^'^^^^ 
^'-.J.  of  the  oountrvside-lw    :      ;  ,  f  i;"^^"-'  '^^'^'^  P'-^  of 

factun.,]-.houK]  btM.ni..,-.  ^^  ['''  ''^^^''^T  "'tT-  evenmanu- 

ignoranee  i.  acconn  [;':;.; '•    ^?  ^"l^  r""'^"  ^"*  ^^^ 
noble  survivor  of  the  In  „  r      V  '  ^     "^''^  ""^  ^^'^^  ^his 

with  the  fuwLs  as      d  Z.    ■       .'     '"'  "''"^  ^"  ^''^'^  ""'^  ''^^^'^ 
of  their  life.     1  e,  ce     e  w  '-'  "'"'  '^  ^'^'^  '»^'  ^^e  days 

"talk.."  '''   "''^^  "'^^^   '•  P'^^^^t  at  confidential 

tair!'xri;,rir;:u;;:'ivi:^:;:;rr^-^^^^"«^^^ 

play  cards  and  ^^os.m      nd  \vh  7   ^^^  ^'  ''   '^^^^'"^^1^^   to 

fully  watclied  pot  who;  on  V     ;      "  t'^,     """""'  ^'''^  '"^  ^^^'^- 
remait,,  who  Jill  ce    "in     "n  '''  trustworthy  friends 

c-xceptinK  in  their  o;.,u      ''^'""'  ""•^'^^^'"^  ^^^^^  '«  ««id, 
friends  'quaiU-  I'C,;;.^:^'-^'^'-'  ^«  ^-  or  three  othe; 

-aysrosewiththesnV:;;;-;^----^^^^^^ 
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hf  wftiJ  dovnted  to  flowers;  but  of  all  flowers,  he  only  cherished 
his  roses.  Ho  had  the  stained  hands  of  a  true  pirdener.  Ho 
himself  tended  his  beds — his  Sipiares  he  ealled  them.  His 
M|u.ircs !  The  word  reminded  him  of  the  gaudy  array  of  men 
drawn  up  on  the  field  of  battle.  He  was  always"  holding 
(ouneil  with  his  man,  and,  especially  for  the  lasttwo  years, 
M'ldoiM  minpled  with  the  comjiany,  rarely  seeing  any  visitors, 
lie  took  one  meal  only  with  the  family— his  dinner;  for  he 
was  up  too  early  to  breakfast  with  his  sister  and  his  son. 
It  IS  to  the  Colonel's  skill  that  the  world  owes  the  Giguet 
rose,  famous  among  amateurs. 

Tlii>  old  man,  a  sort  of  domestic  fetich,  was  brought  out, 
of  course,  on  great  occasions;  some  families  have  a  demi- 
god of  this  kind,  and  make  a  display  of  him  as  they  would 
of  a  title. 

'•I  have  a  suspicion  that  since  the  Revolution  of  July  Ma- 
dnmc  F^ennvisago  has  a  b.ankering  after  living  in  Paris," 
said  Madame  Marion.  "Being  compelled  to  remain  here  till 
her  father  dies,  she  has  transferred  her  ambition  and  placed 
her  hopes  in  her  future  son-in-law;  the  fair  matron  dreams 
of  tlu'  .splendors  of  a  political  position." 

"And  could  you  love  Cecile?"  asked  the  Colonel  of  his 
son. 
"Yes.  father." 
"Does  she  take  to  you  ?" 

"I  think  so.  But  the  important  point  is  that  her  mother 
and  her  grandfather  should  fancy  me.  Although  old  Gr^vin 
is  pleased  to  oppose  my  election,  success  would  bring  Ma- 
dame Beauvisage  to  accept  me.  for  she  will  hope  to  govern 
me  to  her  mind,  and  he  minister  under  my  name." 

"A  good  joke !"  cried  ^fadame  Marion.  "  "And  what  does 
she  take  us  for?" 

"Whom  has  .she  refused  then?"  asked  the  Colonel  of  his 

sister. 

"Well,  within  the  last  three  months  they  say  that  Antonin 
Goulard  and  Monsieur  Frederic  ]\rarest.  the  public  pros- 
<■<  ntor.  got  very  equivocal  replies,  meaning  anything  except- 
ing Yes." 


M 


Tin:  MKMIU:il  lOK  ARCIS 


"(loiui  llijivci)<  I"  r\(l;miii  il  the  nM  mail,  throwing  up 
his  nrtus,  "wlmt  titur-*  \\<-  liu'  ml  \Vli\,  ('t''cili'  i-  a  hi)>i<T'rt 
daii;rlit(T.  n  faniifr'^.  ^'landi  liilil.-- I  >n(>  Madaiiir  Hiauvisajfc 
look  fur  a  Ciirtilc  <li'  ('mi|-('\j,'iii'  for  a  soii-ni-iaw  r" 

"Nay,  brother,  il<i  imt  m.ikf  fun  nf  the  Riauvisai/'S.  d'cilt' 
in  rich  nioii^'h  tn  <  hou-c  a  hu^hatMl  uhcri'MM'  -iir  [ilfasi's— 
I'vcn  <if  the  rank  <>(  \\\i-  ('\i.'ni>. —  Uiii  I  hear  tin'  lirll  aii- 
nounciiifr  the  arrival  uf  xmic  <'i«'rtnr:  I  must  go,  iiiid  am 
Korrv  that  I  (aiim^t  li>liii  tu  uliat  i>  >ai(l." 

Thoii^'h,  politically  ^piakiiiL.'.  1>->I*  is  far  cuoiiirh  from 
18JT,  we  lau  ,-till  rriiHiiiiiir  llif  rlrctions  which  produced 
the  ("oalition,  a  hruf  attempt  made  liv  the  Chaiuiicr  of 
Doputic?  to  carry  into  cfTc(  t  the  threatened  parliatneiitary 
goveriniieiil  ;  a  Cromwellian  threat  uliich,  for  lack  of  a  ("rom- 
wcll,  aud  under  a  Kin;,'  aver>e  to  fraud,  (.luld  only  result 
in  tho  system  we  now  live  under,  (d'  a  Ministry  and  I'hamher 
for  all  the  world  like  the  puppets  that  are  worked  hy  the 
owner  of  a  show,  to  tlie  great  delight  of  the  always  gaping 
passer-by. 

The  district  of  Areis-sur-.Vuhe  was  at  that  time  in  a  strange 
po.sition,  believing  itself  frei-  to  elect  a  deputy.  I-'roin  ISK! 
till  IS.'U;  it  had  always  returned  one  of  the  most  ponderous 
orators  of  tlie  Left,  one  of  those  .seventeen  whom  the  Liberal 
party  loved  to  de^-ignate  as  </rfiit  riti-inx — no  less  a  man.  in 
short,  than  Fran(:ois  Keller,  of  the  firm  of  Keller  Brothers, 
6on-in-law  to  the  Comte  de  (londreville. 

(londreville,  one  of  the  finest  estates  in  France,  i?  not 
more  than  a  «piarter  of  a  league  from  Arcis.  The  banker, 
lately  created  count  and  peer  of  France,  proposed,  no  doubt, 
to  hand  on  to  his  son.  now  thirty  years  of  age,  his  posi- 
tion as  deputy,  so  as  to  fit  him  in  due  time  to  sit  among 
the  peers. 

Charles  Keller,  already  a  major  holding  a  staff  appoint- 
ment, and  now  a  viscount,  as  one  of  the  Prince  Royal'.s 
favorites,  was  attached  to  the  party  of  the  Citizen  King.  A 
splendid  future  seemed  to  lie  before  a  young  man  of  immense 
wealth,  high  courage,  and  noteworthy  devotion  to  the  new 
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dynasty — graiulson  to  tlio  Cointi'  dt-  (iondnvilU',  and  m-pliew 
of  tlif  Mamliiilc  d«'  CariKliano.  Hut  this  i-lcctioii,  indis- 
pi-nsable  to  Imk  fiitiirr  plans,  presented  very  great  ditlicultici!. 
Kvcr  sine;,  tlie  advanccmfnt  to  power  of  tlie  eiti/eii  elass, 
Areis  had  felt  a  vaj,'nt'  yearnuij,'  for  nule|)e,i(leii(i'.  'l"l:e  hist 
few  elections,  at  which  l"rant,oiH  Keller  had  heeii  returned, 
had  been  disturbed  tiy  certain  Hepublicaiis  whose  red  caps 
and  wagging  beards  had  not  proved  alarriiing  to  the  good 
folk  of  Arcis.  By  working  up  the  feeling  of  the  country, 
the  radical  candidate  had  secured  thirty  or  forty  votes.  Some 
of  the  residents,  humiliated  by  seeing  their  town  a  rotten 
borough  of  the  Opposition,  then  jr)ine(l  these  democrats,  but 
not  to  supi)ort  democracy.  In  Frame,  when  the  votes  are 
poMed,  strange  politico-chemical  products  are  evolved  in  which 
the  laws  of  atlinity  are  tpiite  ni)set.  Now  to  nominate  young 
Major  Keller,  in  ly.V.K  after  returning  his  father  for  twenty 
years,  would  be  positively  slavish,  a  servitude  atrains*^  '^'«h. 
the  pride  of  many  rii'h  townsmen  rose  in  arms — men  ho 
thought  themselves  ipiitc  the  equals  of  Monsieur  Malin  Comte 
de  (londreville  or  of  Keller  Brothers,  itaiikers,  or  the  Cinq- 
(.'ygnes  or  the  King  himself,  if  it  came  to  that  '.  Hence  the 
numerous  partisans  of  old  (Jondreville,  the  king  c*"  the  de- 
partment, hoped  for  some  fresh  stroke  of  the  astuteness  he 
had  so  often  shown.  To  keep  nj)  the  influence  of  his  family 
in  the  district  of  Arcis,  the  old  statesman  would,  no  doubt, 
put  forward  some  man  of  straw  belonging  to  the  place,  who 
would  then  accept  public  otr!C(^  and  make  way  for  Charles 
Keller,  a  state  of  things  which  re<iuires  the  elect  of  the  peo- 
ple to  stand  another  election. 

When  Simon  (Jiguet  sounded  Gr6vin  the  notary,  the  Count's 
faithful  ally,  on  the  subject  of  the  candidature,  the  old  man 
replied  that,  without  knowing  anything  of  the  Comte  de 
Gondreville's  intentions.  Charles  Keller  was  the  man  for 
Lim,  and  that  he  should  do  his  utirost  to  secure  his  return. 

As  soon  as  Grevin's  announcement  was  made  known  in 
Arcis  there  was  a  strong  feeling  against  him.  Although  this 
Ariitides  of  Champagne  had,  during  thirty  years  of  practice, 
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commanded  tl,c  full.s,  ,o„iidc.n(.c.  of  the  citizens;  although 
ho  had  iHvn  niavor  of  tli..  town  from  1804  till  1814,  and  a^ain 
(lunng  Ih.  ilundrvd  !),, v. :  although  the  Opposition  liad 
liim  as  th..ir  InuU-r  till  tho  davs  of  triumph  in 
when  he  lia.i   refund   the  honor  of  the   iiiavoraitv  in 


recognizee 


is;](). 


consi.ierat.on  of  his  advane.d  a-e ;  finallv,  although^he 
tovvn,  H.  proof  ,d'  ,rs  atlaehment.  had  then' elected  his  son- 
jn-huv,  MonsienrBeauvisa-...  tiu.y  now  all  turned  apiinst 
him,  and  some  of  the  voun^r.r  spirits  accused  him  of  beinff 
m  Ins  aotage.  Simon  (ii^uefs  supporters  attached  themselv(J 
to  1  iHlcas  Beauvisa-e  the  mayor,  who  was  all  the  more  ready 
0  SKle  with  then,  he.ause.  without  heing  on  had  terms  with 
his  fathor-Hi-law,  he  atFct..,!  an  independence  which  resulted 
m  a  coolness,  hut  which  the  cunnini,^  old  father-in-law  over- 
looked, findmo:  i„  ,,  a  ,onv..nient  lever  for  acting  on  the 
townspcojilc  of  Arcis. 

Monsieur  le  Maire,  .pastioned  only  the  dav  before  on  the 
market-place,  ha.l  .ledaivd  that  he  would  ioon.T  vote  for 
the  first  name  on  the  li^t  of  el.unhle  citi  .ns  of  Arcis  than 
for  (harlcs  Keller,  for  whom  he  had,  however,  the  highest 
esteem.  ° 

"Arcis  shall  no  longer  he  a  rotten  borough  !"  cried  he  "Or 
1  go  to  live  in  Paris." 

Flatter  the  passions  of  the  day.  and  vou  become  a  hero  at 
once,  even  at  Arcis-sur-Aube. 

"Monsi.-ur  le  Maire  has  given  crowning  proof  of  his  firm- 
ness  of  temper,-   thev  said. 

Xothing  gatliers  toaster  than  a  legalized  rebellion.     In  the 

organ,,,,!  for  the  niorrow  a  nH>eting  of  ^Independent  Elec- 
ors    in  favor  of  Snnon  (l.gnet.  th,.  Coloners  son.     And  now 
hat  morrow  was  to-day.  and  she  had  turned  the  whole  house 
topsy-  urvv   for  the   reception   of  the   friends  on   whose  in- 
dependence tnev  relied. 

th^T  w?  ^T'\  ''''  •'«'"^^-'^-'^^'^-  ^'andidate  of  a  little  town 
Z  u  ■'''''""^'>'  ^"^'''  to  return  one  of  its  sons,  had  as 
has  been  seen,  at  once  taken  advantage  of  this  Httle  811^  to 
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mak(>  himself  tiiu  rq)io»eiitalivt'  of  tlio  want:,  and  interests 
of  Southwestern  Cliampagno.  At  the  same  time,  the  posi- 
tion and  fortune  of  the  Ciiguet  family  were  wholly  due  to 
the  Comte  de  (ioiidreville.  But  wlien  an  election  is  in  the 
case,  can  feelings  be  considered  ? 

'i'his  drama  is  written  for  the  enliglitenment  of  lands  so 
unlia})|)y  as  to  be  ignorant  of  the  benefits  of  national  repre- 
sentation, and  unaware,  therefore,  of  the  intestinal  struggles 
and  tile  Hrutus-like  sacriiices  a  little  town  has  to  suffer  in 
giving  birtli  to  a  deputy— a  natural  and  majestic  spectacle 
which  can  only  be  compared  to  child-birth— there  are  the 
same  efforts,  the  same  delilemeni,  tiie  same  travail,  the  same 
triumph.. 

It  may  be  wondered  how  an  only  son  with  a  verv  sutficient 
fortune  happened  to  be,  like  Simon  Giguet,  an  unpretending 
advocate  in  the  little  town  of  Arcis,  where  advocates  have 
hardly  any  employment.  So  a  few  words  are  here  necessary 
describing  the  candidate. 

During  his  wife's  lifetime,  from  18ih;  to  181,3,  the  Colonel 
had  had  three  children,  of  whom  Simon,  the  eldest,  survived 
the  other  two.  The  mother  died  m  \^14,  one  of  the  children 
in  1818,  the  other  in  ]8-.>5.  U  itil  he  remained  the  sole  sur- 
vivor. Simon  had,  of  c(mrsc,  I -en  brought  uj)  with  a  view 
to  making  his  own  living  by  some  lucrative  profession.  Then, 
when  he  was  an  only  son.  Simon's  prospects  underwent  a 
reverse,  ^ladame  .Marion's  hopes  for  her  nephew  had  been 
largely  founded  on  his  inheriting  considerable  wealth  from 
his  grandfather,  the  Hamburg  banker;  but  the  German,  dving 
in  18-.'G,  left  his  grandson  Giguot  no  more  than  two  thousand 
francs  a  year.  The  financier,  endowed  with  groat  powers  of 
procreation,  had  counteracted  the  monotonv  of  commercial 
life  hv  indulging  in  the  joys  of  fatherhood  :  hence  he  favored 
the  families  of  the  eleven  other  children  who  chin<r  to  him, 
as  it  wore,  and  made  him  believe— what,  indeed,  seemed  not 
unlikely— that  Simon  would  be  a  rich  man. 

The  Colonel  wa^  bent   on  putting  his  son  into  an   inde- 
pendent  profession;  and  this  was  why:   the  Giguets  could 
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not  hope  for  auy  favor  fn„n  (iov.nu.u.nt  under  the  Restora- 

h  f...  '"V  rV""'"  ''"'  '""  '""^  ""  ^""''""^  Honapartist  for 
hx.  father    he  belon;;,..!  to  a  family  all  of  whom  had  iu.tlv 

incurred   the  disaj>probation   of   iIk-   C'inq-Cv-Mi,.   family'  in 

consHpuncx-  of  ,],.  part  tak.n  hy  (;,,.„(t,  llu.'Cohuu.l  of Vien- 

darmes,   and  all   the   .Mar,on>-.Ma.la.ne   Mario,,   nieluded-- 

as  witnesses  tor  the  proseeution  in  the  famous  trial  of  the 

h,meuse..      TheM.  hn.thers  w,  re  unjuMlv  sentenced,  in  1805 

vilf'?;  \i  'w'-'""  ""'  ""'  ''•■'"■"i"^  •''<■  <'""t"  <lo  Gondre- 
Mllo  (at  that  time  a  senat-p.  aft.T  having  heen  the  people's 
representafve),  who  had  d.^po.led  their  family  of  its  for! 

Grevm    ha.i    Ik..,,    m„    ouly    o,,..   <,f   fh,    ,i,ost    important 

A  ?r''''  ■"'"  ""  "■'^^''"  l"-'">"""'-  "f  the  p,-oe«din.s 
At^tbs  t,me  th,s  trial  stUl  du  .led  the  d.striet  of  Arois  ii^^o 

n  r,i!  l'~'r,  !  "T"  '"  ""■  '""'""""■  "^  ^he  condemned 
parties  and  upholding  the  family  of  Cinq-Cvgne,  the  other 

Phough.  after  The  Restoration,  the  (Vuntesse  .le  rinq-Cv-rno 
made  use  ot  the  influen,.e  she  ae.,uired  hv  the  ,-eturn  of  the 
Bourbons  to  ...ttl..  everything  to  her  mmd'  in  the  department' 

he  Comte  de  (londreville  found  means  to  eounterhalanc^ 
the  supremacy  nl    the   CiiKHVgncs  hv  the   secret  authority 

Liet  T  T  Y'vf  '■'  """"^  "^  «^^'^-  -d  ^^'-^1 

txiguct.  He  also  had  the  suppo,-t  of  his  son-in-law  Keller 
who  was  unfailingly  eLvted  deputy  in  spite  of  the  Cinn- 
Cygnes,  and  consid,.ral.N.  inllnence  in  the  State  Council  so 
long  as  Louis  .WH!    lived. 

romte""%"'p*''V'^""'  ^''"  '''"'"'  ''  "^'^^  king  that  the 
Com  esse  de  CnK,-rvgne  was  successful  in  getting  Michu  ap- 
pointed presiding  juds:c  of  ,},,  f^owr  Court  a^  Arci.  She 
was  bent  on  getting  this  ph„.„  for  the  grandson  of  the  land 
steward  who  ha.l  perislu-d  on  the  scaffold  at  Troves.  tl,e  victim 
of  us  attachment  to  the  Sin,,.,,...  and  whose  full-length 
portrait  was  to  be  seen   in   her  <irawimr-room  both  in  pfns 

dered  the  appointment  of  Michu. 
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It  was  by  the  Comte  de  Gondreville's  advice  that  Colonel 
Giguet  had  made  a  lawyer  of  his  son.  Simon  had  all  the 
better  chance  of  shining  in  the  Arcis  district,  because  he  was 
the  only  pleader  tliere;  as  a  rule,  in  these  small  towns,  the 
attorneys  plead  in  their  own  cases.  Simoii  had  had  some 
little  success  at  the  assizes  of  the  department ;  but  he  was  not 
the  less  the  butt  of  many  pleasantries  from  Frederic  ^klarest, 
the  pub'ic  prosecutor;  Olivier  Vinet,  his  deputy;  and  Michu, 
the  prciiding  judge— the  tliree  wits  of  the  court.  Simon 
Giguet,  it  must  be  owned,  like  all  men  who  are  laughed  at, 
laid  himself  open  to  the  cruel  power  of  ridicule.  He  listened 
to  his  own  voice,  he  was  ready  to  talk  on  any  pretence,  he 
spun  out  endless  reels  of  cut-and-dried  phrases,  which  were 
accepted  as  eloquence  among  the  -  perior  citizens  of  Arois. 
The  poo/  fellow  was  one  of  the  claca  of  bores  who  have  an  ex- 
planation for  everything,  even  for  the  simplest  matters.  He 
would  explain  the  rain  ;  the  causes  of  the  Revolution  of  July; 
he  would  also  explain  things  that  were  inexplicable — he 
would  explain  Louis-Philippe,  Monsieur  Odilon  Barrot,  Mon- 
sieur Thiers;  he  explained  the  Eastern  (^lestion ;  the  state  of 
the  province  of  Champagne;  he  explained  ITS!),  the  custom- 
house tariff,  the  views  of  humanitarians,  magnetism,  and  the 
distribution  of  the  civil  list. 

This  young  man,  who  was  lean  and  bilious-looking,  and 
tall  enough  to  account  for  his  sonorous  emptiness — for  a 
tall  man  is  rarely  remarkable  for  distinguished  gifts — 
caricatured  the  puritanism  of  the  Extreme  Left,  whose  mem- 
bers are  all  so  precise,  after  the  fashion  of  a  prude  who  has 
some  intrigue  to  conceal.  Always  dressed  in  black,  he  wore 
a  white  tie  that  hung  loose  round  his  neck,  whi'--  his  face 
seemed  to  be  set  in  stiff  white  paper,  for  he  still  ail'ected  the 
upright  starched  collars  which  fashion  has  happily  discarded. 
His  coat  and  trousers  were  always  too  big  for  him.  He  had 
what,  in  the  country,  is  termed  dignity,  that  is  to  say,  he 
stood  stiffly  upright  wiiile  he  was  boring  you— Antonin  Gou- 
lard, his  friend,  accusing  him  of  aping  Monsieur  Dupin. 
And,  in  fact,  he  was  rather  too  much  given  to  low  shoes,  and 
coarse  black  spun-silk  stockings. 
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Lndor  the  protection  .,f  tlip  n-siMrt  constantly  shown  to 
his  old  father,  ai,d  ih..  influence  exerted  hy  his  aunt  in  a  small 
town  whose  principal  inhabitants  had  haunted  her  receptions 
for  four-and-twe„ty  years.  Simon  Ciguet,  alrcadv  possessed 
of  about  ten  thousand  francs  a  year,  irrespective  "of  the  fees 
he  earned,   and   his  aunt's  fortune,   which   would   some  day 
certainly  be  his.  never  d„ubted  of  his  election.     At  the  «ame 
time   the  first  sound  of  the  door-bell,  announcing  the  advent 
of  the  more  imj.ortant  electors,  made  the  ambitious  youth's 
heart  beat  with  vague  alarms.     Simon  did  not  deceiv'e  him- 
6elf  as  to  the  cleverness  or  the  vast  resources  at  the  command 
of  0  d    .rcvin,  nnr  as  to  the  effect  of  the  hcroi.  measures  that 
would  be  taken  hy  the  .Ministry  to  support  the  interests  of  the 
brave  young  officer— at  that  time  in  Africa  on  the  staff  of  the 
f^nnce-who  was  the  son  of  on,,  of  the  great  citizen-lords  of 
i^  ranee,  and  the  nephew  of  a  ^rarechale. 

"I  really  think  I  have  the  colic."  said  he  to  his  father  "I 
have  a  siekly  burning  just  over  the  pit  of  mv  stomach,  which 
1  do  not  at  all  like " 

"The  oldest  soldiers,"  replied  the  Colonel,  "felt  just 
the^s^ame  when  the  guns  opencl  fire  at  the  beginning  of  a 

"What  will  it  be.  then,  in  the  Chamber!"  exclaimed  the 
lawyer. 

"The  Comte  de  GondreviUe  has  told  us."  the  old  soldier 
went  on,  "that  more  than  one  speaker  is  liable  to  the  little 
discomfu  ;s  which  w."  old  leather-breeches  were  used  to  feel 
at  the  beginning  of  a  fight.  And  all  for  a  few  emptv  words ' 
—Rut.  (lear  me.  you  want  to  be  a  deputy,"  added  the  old 
man.  with  a  shrug.     "Re  a  deputy!" 

"The  triumph,  father,  will  h,-  ( '.Vile  !  Cecile  is  enormously 
rich,  and  in  the.-^e  days  money  is  power." 

"Well.  well,  times  hav..  ehanir<d  !  [n  the  Emperor's  time 
It  was  bravery  that  was  nc'd^nl." 

"Kvery  .•ige  niav  be  siimin,..]  up  in  a  word!"  said  Simon, 
repeating  a  remark  of  the  old  Cornte  de  Gondreville's,  which 
was    thoroughly    characteristic    of    the    man.      "Under    the 
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Empire  to  ruin  a  inaii  you  said,  'lie  is  a  coward !'  Xowadaya 
we  say,  'He  is  a  swindler."  " 

"Uniiappy  France,  what  have  you  come  to!"  cried  the 
Colonel.     "I  will  go  back  to  my  roses." 

"Xo,  no,  stay  here,  father.  You  arc  the  keystone  of  the 
arch  !" 

The  first  to  appear  was  the  flavor.  Monsieur  Phileas  Reau- 
visage,  and  with  him  came  his  father-in-law's  successor,  tlie 
busiest  notary  in  the  town,  Achille  Pigoult,  the  grandson  uf 
an  old  man  who  had  been  justice  of  the  peace  at  Arcis  all 
through  the  devolution,  the  Kmj)ire,  and  the  earlv  days  of 
the  Restoration.  Achille  Pigoult.  a  man  of  about"  two-and- 
thirty,  had  !)een  old  Grevin's  clerk  for  eighteen  years,  with- 
out a  hope  of  getting  an  office  as  notary.  His  father,  the  old 
justice's  son,  had  failed  badly  in  l)ii.<iness,  and  died  of  an 
apoplexy  so  called.  Then  the  Conite  de  (iondreville,  on  whom 
old  Pigoult  had  son..-  .laims  outstanding  from  1793,  had  lent 
tile  necess;iry  securl'y,  and  so  enabled  the  grandson  to  pur- 
cha.'^e  Grevin's  otfice ;  the  old  justice  of  the  peace  had,  in  fact, 
conducted  the  preliminary  inquiry  in  the  Simeuse  case.  So 
Achille  had  established  himself  in  a  house  in  the  Church 
Square  belonging  to  the  Count,  and  let  at  so  low  a  rent  that 
it  was  easy  to  perceive  how  anxious  the  wily  politician  was  to 
keep  a  hold  over  the  chief  notary  of  the  town. 

This  young  Pigoult,  a  lean  little  man,  with  eves  that 
seemed  to  pierce  the  green  spectacles  which  did  not  "mitigate 
their  cunning  expression,  and  fully  informed  of  everybody's 
concerns  in  the  district,  had  acquired  a  certain  readiness  "of 
speech  from  the  habit  of  talking  on  business,  and  was  sup- 
posed to  be  a  great  wag.  simply  because  he  spoke  out  with 
rather  more  wit  than  the  natives  had  at  their  comniiind.  Tie 
was  still  a  bachelor,  looking  forward  to  making  some  good 
match  by  the  intervention  of  his  two  patrons— Gr«''vin;ind 
the  Comte  de  Gondreville.  Aiiu  hr.vyer  (Jignet  could  not 
repress  a  start  of  surprise  when  he  :nw  Achille  as  a  satellite 
to  Monsieur  Phileas  Reauvisage. 
The  little  notary,  his  face  so  seamed  with  the  small-pox  that 
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It  looked  as  if  It  wort'  covored  witli  a  white  honeycomb,  wai 
a  perfect  coiitrubt  to  tiio  burly  mayor,  whoso  face  was  like  i 
full  moon,  and  a  Horid  moon  too.  This  j)ink-and-white  com 
plexion  ua.<  set  oil'  l,y  a  l*eamin-r  smile,  the  result  less  of  t 
happy  frame  nf  muul  than  n{  ihc  shape  of  his  mouth;  but 
i  hilcas  Bcauvisage  was  ble.-.-id  with  Mich  perfect  self-satis- 
faction, that  he  smiled  mces.smtiv  on  everybody  and  undei 
all  circumstances.  'lho..e  doll-like;  lips  \vould  haye  grinned 
at  a  funeral.  'I  he  l)ri-ht  sparkh^  in  his  round  blue  eyes  did 
not  belie  that  m-uirerable  and  jMrpetual  smile. 

The    man-s    entire    self-satisfaction    passed,    lioweyer,    for 
benevolence  and  friendliness,  all  the  more  readily  because  he 
had  a  style  of  speech  of  his  own,  marked  bv  tiie  most  e.x- 
travagant   use  .^f  j.olite   phras,.olocrv.      lh>  alwavs  "had   the 
honor     to  inquire  after  tlie  health  of  a  friend,  he  invariably 
addcu  the  adjectives  dear,  ;,oo<l,  excellent;  and  he  was  prodigal 
of  complimentary  |  hrases  on  every  occasion  of  the  minor 
grievances  or  pleasures  of  Uk.     Thus,  under  a  deluge  of 
commonplace,  he  conceal.'.l  his  utter  incapacity,  his  lack  of 
education,    and    a    vacillating    nature    which    can    only   find 
adequate  description  in  tlie  old-fashioned  word  weathercock 
-But  then  tins  wcatlurcofk  had  for  its  pini'..  handsome  Ma- 
dame Keauvisage,  Severine  tirevin,  the  notable  ladv  of  the 
district. 

When  S^.ycrine  had  heard  of  what  she  was  pleaded  to  call 
her  husba.uls  freak  a  propo,  to  the  election,  she  had  said 
to  liim  that  very  niornincr: 

'-You  did  not  do  badly  l,y  asserting  your  independence; 
but  you  must  not  go  to  th.  meeting  at  the  Giguets'  without 
taking  Achille  P.goult  ;  I  have  sent  to  tell  him  to  call  for 

Now  sondin^.  Achille  Ti^roult  t,.  keep  an  eve  on  Beauvisage 
was  tantamount  to  sending  a  spy  from  the'Condreville  fac- 
tion to  attend  the  Giguets'  meeting.  So  it  is  easy  to  ima^^ine 
what  a  grmuH-e  twisted  Simon's  puritanical  features  when 
he  found  h.no.lf  ,..v,o„,iing  a  civil  welcome  to  a  regular 
visitor  ,n  Ins  aunfs  drawing-r.,um,  and  an  influential  elector, 
jn  whom  he  scented  an  enemy. 
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"Ah!"  thought  he  to  liiiiisoli.  "I  was  a  fool  when  I  refused 
the  a'curity  money  he  asked  me  to  lend  him  !  Old  Gondre- 
ville  was  sharper  than  1. — (Jood-day,  Aciiille,"  he  said 
aloud,  with  an  air  of  case.  '"Vou  will"  give  me  a  tough  job 
or  two." 

"Your  meeting  is  not  a  conspiracy  against  the  independence 
of  our  votes,  I  suppose,"  rei)lied  tlie  notary  with  a  smile. 
"We  are  playing  above  board  ?'" 

"Above  board  I"  repeated  Beauvisage. 

And  the  Mayor  laugiied  that  m(>amngless  laugh  with  which 
some  men  end  every  sentence,  and  which  might  be  called 
the  burden  of  their  song.  Then  Monsieur  le  Maire  assumed 
what  we  may  call  his  third  position,  full-face,,  and  very  up- 
right, with  his  hands  behind  his  back.  He  was  in  a  whole 
suit  of  black,  with  a  highly  decorative  white  waistcoat. open  seas 
to  show  a  glimpse  of  two  diamond  studs  worth  several  thou- 
sand francs. 

"We  will  fight  it  out,  and  be  none  the  worse  friends," 
Phileas  went  on.  "That  is  the  essential  feature  of  con- 
stitutional institutions.— Ilah,  ha,  ha!  That  is  my  notion 
of  the  alliance  between  monarchy  and  liberty. — lie,  he,  he!" 
Thereupon  the  Mayor  took  Simon  by  the  hand,  saying: 
"And  how  are  y.'U,  my  dear  friend  ?  Your  dear  aunt  and 
the  worthy  Colonel  are,  no  doubt,  as  well  to-day  as  tliey  were 
yesterday — at  least  we  may  pre-ume  that  they  are.— Heh, 
heh !  A  little  put  out,  perhaps,  by  the  ceremony  we  are  pre- 
paring for,  perhaps.— So,  so !  Young  man"  (yong  maan,  he 
said),  ''we  are  starting  in  our  political  career?— Ah,  ha,  ha! 
This  is  our  first  step !— We  must  never  draw  back— it  is  a 
strong  measure !  Ay,  and  I  would  rather  you  than  1  should 
rush  into  the  tempests  of  the  Chamber.— lie,  he!  pleasing 
as  it  may  be  to  find  the  sovereign  power  of  Fn-ace  embodied 
in  one's  own  person— he,  he !— one  four-hundred-and-fiftv- 
t bird  part  of  it — he,  he!" 

There  was  a  pleasant  fulness  in  Phileas  Beauvisage's  voice 
that  corresponded  admirably  with  the  gourd-like  rotundity 
of  his  face  and  its  hue  as  of  a  pale  buff  pumpkin,  his  round 


I 


18 


THK  MKMBKll  F()K  ARCIS 


back,  and  broad  protuiirniiit  |ht?uii.  His  voice,  as  de( 
and  mellow  a.  a  bass,  had  the  velvety  ([uality  of  a  bariton 
and  the  iau;,di  with  wliich  lie  ended  every  sentence  had 
silvery  ring.  If  (i,,,!,  ,„  stocking  the  earthlv  paradise,  ha 
wanted  to  eon^plete  the  set  of  species  by  adding  a  counti 
eitizen,  Jle  could  not  have  moulded  a  more  magnificent  an 
develo[)cd  speciiiicn  than   Thileas  r.eauvisage. 

•i  admire  the  devotion  of  men  who  can  throw  themselvf 
iiito  (he  storms  of  political  life,"  he  went  on.  "He,  he,  ht 
Yoii  need  a  nerve  that  I  cannot  boast  of.  Wlio  would  hav 
said  in  lSI--in  181;]  even— that  this  was  what  we  wer 
coming  to :^— For  my  part.  1  am  prepared  for  anything,  noi 
that  asphalt  and  india-rubber,  railways  and  steam,  ar 
metamorphosing  the  ground  under  our  feet,  our  greatcoati 
and  the  length  of  distances.— Ha,  ha!" 

'J'his  speech  was  freely  seasoned  with  the  eternal  laugl 
by  whun  I'hileas  pointed  the  commonplace  I'acetiousness  tha 
passes  muster  with  his  <la.«s,  and  he  emphasized  it  by  a  ges 
lure  he  had  made  his  own:  he  clenclied  l.is  right  fist  an( 
rubbed  It  into  tlie  hollow  palm  of  the  left  hand  with  i 
peculiarly  jovial  air.  This  action  was  an  accompaniment  t( 
his  giggle  on  the  many  occasions  when  he  flattered  himseh 
that  he  had  been  witty. 

It  is,  no  doubt,  superfluous  to  add  that  Phileas  was  re- 
garded at  Arcis  as  an  agreeable  and  charming  man. 

"1  will  endeavor,"  said  Simon  Giguet,  "to  be  a  worthy 
representative "  ■' 

"Of  the  sheep  of  Cliampagne,"  said  Achille  Pigovlt  quickly 
intcrrui)ting  hi.  frir.nd.  ^ 

The  aspirant  took  the  irony  without  replying,  for  he  had 
to  go  forward  and  receive  t\'o  more  electors.  One  was  the 
owner  of  the  Mulct,  the  best  inn  of  the  town,  situated  in  the 
market  square,  at  the  corner  (,f  the  Hue  de  lirienne.  This 
worthy  innkeeper,  whose  name  was  Poupart,  had  married  the 
sister  oi  a  man  m  the  Comlesse  de  Cin-i-Cygne's  service,  the 
notorious  Uothard,  win.  had  figured  at  the' great  trial.  Go- 
inanl  iiad  b..en  acriuitied.     Poupart,  though  he  was  of  all 
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tho  townsfolk  one  of  tlic  most  devoted  to  the  Cinq-Cygnes, 
hnd,  two  days  since,  been  so  dilifrently  and  so  cleverly 
wli..('dlcd  by  Colonel  Ciifruet's  servant,  that  he  fancied  he 
would  be  (loin;:  their  enemy  an  ill  turn  by  brimrinf;  all  his 
influence  to  bear  on  the  election  of  Simon  Gipuet ;  and  he  had 
just  been  talking  to  this  effect  to  a  chemist  named  Fromaget, 
who.  as  he  was  not  em[)loy((l  by  the  Gondreville  family,  was 
very  ready  to  plot  again>t  the  Kellers.  These  two  men,  im- 
portant among  the  lower  middle  class,  could  control  a  certain 
number  of  doubtful  votes,  for  they  were  the  advisers  of  several 
electors  Ut  whom  the  political  opinions  of  the  candidates  were 
a  nuitter  of  inditference. 

Simon,  therefore,  took  I'oupart  in  hand,  leaving  Fromaget 
to  his  father,  who  had  just  come  in,  and  was  greeting  those 
who  had  arrived. 

Th"  deputy  inspector  of  ])ublic  works  of  the  district,  the 
secretary  to  the  Mairie,  four  bailiffs,  three  attorneys,  the 
clerk  of  assize,  and  the  justice\s  clerk,  the  revenue  collector, 
and  the  registrar,  two  doctors— old  \'arlefs  rivals,  Grevin^s 
brother-in-law— a  nnli-r  mimed  Laurent  Coussard,  leader  of 
ihe  iiepublican  ])arty  at  .\uis— the  mayor's  two  deputies,  the 
bookseller  and  printe-  of  the  {)lace,  and  a  dozen  or  so  of  towns- 
folk came  in  by  de/-e(s,  and  then  walked  about  the  garden 
in  groups  while  wi.-.ring  till  the  company  should  be  numerous 
enough  to  hold  a  meeting. 

Finally,  by  twelve  o'clock,  about  fifty  men  in  their  Sunday 
attire,  most  of  them  having  (onu-  out  of  curiosity  to  see  the 
fine  rooms  of  which  so  i.nich  had  been  said  in  the  district, 
were  seated  in  the  chairs  arranged  for  them  by  Madame 
Clarion.  The  windows  were  left  open,  and  the  silence  was 
presently  so  coiiij)l"te  that  the  rustle  of  a  silk  dress  could  bo 
heard:  for  Madame  Marion  could  not  resist  the  temptation 
to  go  out  into  the  garden  and  sit  when'  she  could  hear  what 
wa^  going  on.  The  cook,  the  housenuiid,  and  the  man-servant 
remained  in  the  dining-room,  fully  sharing  their  master's 
feelings. 

"Gentlemen."  said   Simon   Giguet.  "tome  of  vou   wish   to 
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do  my  fatlur  tl...  ho,w,r  nf  ,.la,  ,„^r  i,i,„  i„  ti„.  ehair  as  pre 
dent  ..f  tins  riKcnn-.  l.nt  (\,Umr\  (iigiirt  .Lsire^  mo  to  oxpn 
his  a(kii..wl,.(l^'tn(.nt>  and  d.<!inc  it.  vvhilo  dc-plv  ^ratoful 
you  for  III,,  [.rofmsal,  whul,  !,.•  fakes  as  a  mompense  for  }• 
sorviccs  to  lus  ,„n,i.ry.~\V.,  ar.  „ih1.t  mv  father's  roof,  ar 
he    f....!s    that    li.-    must    hc^   to    ho   oxcusVd ;    ho    proposes 
mercham  nf  ,|,,  hi^liost  respo<tahility-a  ^^..ntloman  on  who 
your  Miffra;r,s  ,.„„f,.rn.d  the  mayoralty  of  this  town-Moi 
Bieur  IMiiIcas  ficauvisa^^'c.'' 
"Hear,  hoar!" 

"Wo  arv,  I  li,.ii,.vo.  aRroci  that  in  this  meeting— pure] 
fnondly.  and  p.rfcvtly  fno,  u-,thont  prejudice  in  any  w. 
to  the  fTHNit  preliminary  nurtiiip,  when  it  will  i,o  vour  bus 
ness  to  .luc.tion  yoiir  eaiulHlates  and  woi^h  their  merits— w 
aro  agrerd  I  say,  to  follow  the  forms-the  constitutiont 
lorms— of  the  oloitivo  ("liamher?" 
*'^es,  yes!"  unanimously. 

''TIuTofore,"  said  Simon,  '"I  have  the  honor,  speaking  i 
he  name  ot  all  present,  to  request  Monsieur  the  Mayor  t 
take  the  president's  chair." 

Phileas  rose  and  erosxd  the  room,  feeling  himself  tun 
as  rod  as  a  eh.rry.     When  he  found  himself  behind  the  tea 
al.le,  he  saw  not  a  hundred  eyes,  but  a  hundred  thousanc 
'ghts      liu.  sunshine  s.rn.od  to  put  the  room  in  a  blaze,  and 
to  use  his  own  words,  his  throat  was  full  of  salt. 
'•Keturn  thanks.'-'  murmured  Simon  in  his  ear. 
"(ientlcmon "" 

The  silen.e  was  so  alarming  that  Thileas  felt  his  heart  ii 
his  mouth. 

"What  am  I  to  sav.  Simon?"  he  whispered 

'•Well?"  said  Achillc  I'igoult. 

'•nenflemen."  said  Simon,  prompted  hv  the  little  notary's 
spiteful  mterjeotion,  "the  honor  you  have  done  the  mayor 
"^V  '  ^/;"''l<'d  without   surprising  him." 

^  "It  IS  so,"  said  Heauvisage.  ''!  am  too  much  overpowered 
oy  this  r.H,. |,l:n„.nt  fnmi  my  fellow-citizens  not  to  be  ex- 
cessivelv  flattered." 
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"Hear,  hear!"  cmd  the  notary  only. 

"The  devil  may  takf  nif,"  said  lit'auvisa;ro  to  himself,  "if 
I  am  ever  cauglit  a^'ain  to  make  sptf.ti..s !" 

"Will  Mon.-i.iir  Fn>itia;,^-t  and  .Morisinir  .Marcolin  awpt 
thf  functions  of  Icilcr.-r"'  a.-kcd  S.rnun. 

'it  Wduld  l)f  niurc  in  Dnier,"  -iid  Adiille  Pi^'onlt,  riiin^, 
"if  the  nieetm-,'  were  to  elect  the  two  niemhcrs  who  support 
the  chair — in  iniitiition  of  the  Chaniher." 

"It  would  be  far  hctter,"'  observed  Monsieur  Mcdlot,  an 
enormous  man,  elerk  of  the  assi-es,  "otherwise  the  whole 
business  will  he  a  farce,  and  wo  shall  not  he  reallv  free. 
There  would  he  no  just  eause  why  the  whole  of  the  proceed- 
in.ir>  should  not  be  rej,ndated  as  Monsieur  Simon  miirht  dic- 
tate." 

Simop  muttered  a  f<'v  words  to  F.eiiuvisa;io,  who  lose,  and 
was  presently  delivered  of  the  word,  '■(ientlenien !"  which 
miofht  be  described  as  of  thrillin^^  intercr-t. 

"Allow  me,  Mr.  President,"  said  .\chille  IMj^oult  ;  "it  is 
your  part  to  preside,  not  to  discuss." 

^  "Gentlemen,"  said  I?eauvisa,<re  iiirain,  j)rompted  by  Simon, 
"if  we  are  to — to  conform  to — to  [)arliamentarv  usai^'t — I 
would  \n'jr  the  Honorable  ^fonsieur  I'ij,'(;ult  to — to  come  and 
speak  from  the  table — this  table." 

I*ij,'oult  started  forward  and  stood  hv  the  tea-table,  his 
fin^rers  lightly  resting  on  the  ed-e.  and'showed  his  courage 
by  speaking  fluent ly— almost  like  the  great  .Monsieur  Thiers. 

"CJentlemcn,  it  was  not  I  who  proposed  that  we  should 
imitate  the  ("handjer;  till  now  it  has  ahvavs  appeared  to  me 
that  the  Chandlers  are  truly  inimitable.  At  the  same  time. 
It  was  self-evident  that    a    meeting  of  si\tv-odd  notables  of 

Champagne  niu.-t  select  n  president,  for  no  si u  can  move 

without  a  shepherd.  If  we  had  voted  by  ballot, 'l  am  quite 
sure  our  esteemed  mayor  would  have  been  unanimouslv 
elected.  His  antagonism  to  the  candidate  put  forward  bv  hi's 
relations  shows  that  he  possesses  civic  courage  in  no  ordinary 
degree,  since  he  can  shake  otT  the  strongest  ties— those  of 
family  connection. 
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"To  srt  piihlic  ui[.  n  -I  ;ilMAr  niiiiil\   ftrliiiK  is  ho  groat 
••(Tort.   that.   t..  adn. v   n.   ^u■  ar.-   .iluav.  ..hlit,r,.,l    tc.   rniii 
"iir.-.'lv.s  thai   r.niln-.  imiu  hi-  trihi,,,,.,  has  h.nkr.i  ,|„w„ 
us  l(.r  Mw.  thiMi.-aii.l  h\  ■  hiiiLliv,!  u.h|  y,:u->.     It  scfrnr.!  ,|ii 
iiatui-al  I.,  Mail,,.  ( ,iu,i,.! -^whu  ua-  -cChA,.,-  a-  to  .|,viii.' ., 
ui^hrs  with  r.-anl  ;..  ihr  .  hui...  of  a  .hairiiiaii    -to  ^niid,. 
m  our  ...|<rti„n  <,f  li,,.  irllr,-;  hut.  iii  iv.|,oi,m.  to  niv  rcruai 
\ou  Ihuu^'ht  that  ,,ii,,.  ua.-  rnou;,'h.  and  \uii  wnv  rhdit      () 
ronim.m  Cnrri,).  Simoi,  (ii-u.t.  who  „.  in  fact,  to  app.ar 
a  caudKhilr.  u,.uM  a[.i»ar  t.,.,  mn.-h  a<  the  lua.-t'T  of  the  sit 
ation    a,ul  u,mM   thn,   h-M-  iliat   hi-1,   plac..   in  our  opini, 
whi.h  his  v.n.rahl,.  father  has  ....unMl  U^   his  ditli.Jcmr. 

"Nou,  «hat  is  .,iir  uopthv  <  haiiinan  doiri-  hv  accrptii 
I  1-  prrM,h.n,  V  n„  thr  li„r-  su.i.-<>ird  to  hiMi  hv  t hf" .and idat. 
Uliv.  he  IS  ruhhiii-  us  nf  Mur  lihcrlv.  And.  I  ask  vou  in 
.smnh-  that  ih,.  .hairman  uf  nur  ch-utr  shouhl  call  upon  i 
to  vntr.  l,v  ri-in-  ^ind  Mtlin-  fur  ihr  two  tcHrrs?  (ionti 
men.  tliat  vonhl  h,.  a  .-hui,,.  alrra.lv  made.  Shouhl  w..  I 
fivctoch,.,,,,.?  Can  a  „,,-,n  sit  still  wlx^n  his  n.Mi,dihor  stand.^ 
If  I  wnv  pr.,p,,M.I.  .■vry  .  ,i,.  wnuld  ris,.,  I  hrji^.y,.  out  ( 
politeness;  and  >o,  as  all  w„uhl  rise  for  each  one  in  tun 
tiiere  would  1  .•  simply  no  choice  when  every  one  ha<i  voted  fc 
every  one  el.-e."' 

"Very  true:"  said  the  sixty  listeners. 

"\\ell.  then,  let  each  of  us  writ<'  two  names  on  a  votin;; 
paper  an.l  then  those  who  take  tlieir  s.-ats  on  each  side  a 
the  chairman  n:ay  rei,rard  iheniM.lves  as  ornaments  to  th 
nieetinrr.  They  will  he  (|ualilied.  conjointly  with  the  chaii 
man,  to  de.  i.le  on  the  majority  when  we  vote  hv  risinL'  an^ 
Pitting  on  any  resolution  to  he  pa<s,<l. 

"We  have  met,  I  heli.ne.  to  promise  the  candidate  sucl 
eupport  as  wc  can  command  at  the  preliminary  meetin<r  a 
which  every  elector  in  the  district  will  bo  present  Th-s 
pronounce  to  he  a  solemn  occasion.  Are  we  not  voting  for  th^ 
four-hundredth  j.irt  of  the  governing  power,  as  Monsieu 
le  Maire  tohl  us  just  nr.w  w,th  the  aj.propriate  and  charac 
tercstic  wit  tiuit  we  so  highly  apj.reciate?" 
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Durinj!:  this  addroM  (V.lnncl  (ii^ruet  Im.l  l.,.,.,)  cutting,'  n 
sli.Tt  of  paptr  intd  strips,  nixl  Simon  sn-t  for  ,in  inkstan.l 
and  pens.    Thcro  was  a  pause. 

Tins  introductor.v  diMii^Mon  had  KH'ailv  di^urhrd  Simon 
and  aroused  tlu-  atfendmi  of  tl,,.  si\tv  vvortlu.s  in  convocation. 
In  a  few  minute,  they  were  all  l.usy  untinj:  tin  names,  and 
the  eiinniiij:  l'i|:oult  pive  it  out  that  the  votes  w,.,-,.  ii,  favor 
of  Moiisieur  .M<.l!ot,  clerk-  of  a^^i/e,  and  Monsieur  (lodiv.'t. 
the  re^n>trar.  'I'hesc  two  iiominationH  natnrailv  displca.sed' 
Fronia^'et  the  druj,'^Mst  an<!  .Nfarcelin  the  attorne\'. 

"You  have  heen  of  s.-rvice."  >ai(!  Aehillo  "l'if,'oiilt.  '"hy 
enahhn.ir  us  to  assert  <,ur  independence;  von  rnav  he  prouder 
of  hein^r  rcjecle.i  than  you  could  have  heen  of  hrinjr  chosen." 

Kveryhody  laujrhed.  Simon  (li;ruet  re.-tored  yilen(e  hy 
askm;:  leave  of  the  chairnuin  to  spe:ik.  Hcauvisaj^'e  was 
already  damp  with  perspiration,  hut  he  summoned  'all  his 
couraj,'e  to  say: 

"Mon.sienr  Simon  (Ji^niet  will  address  the  meeting,'." 
'Tientlemen."  said  the  candidate,  "allow  me  first"to  thank 
Nfon.sieur  Adiille  l»igoult.  who,  althouirh  our  meotintr  is  a 
strictly  friendly  one "  '  *" 

"Is  preparatory  to  the  great  proliminarv  meeting,"  Marco- 
lin  put  in. 

"'  '  -ihcut  \n  say  so."  SimoTi  went  on.  "In  the  first 
place.  I  heg  to  thank  Monsieur  Achille  Pigoult  for  having 
proceeded  on  strictly  parliamentary  lines.  To-day.  for  the 
first  time,  the  district  of  Arcis  will  make  free  use -" 

"Free  u.sc !"  said  Pigoult.  interrupting  the  orator. 

"Free  use!"  cried  the  assemhly. 

"Free  use,"  repeated  Simon,  "of  the  right  of  voting  in  the 
great  contest  of  the  general  election  of  a  memher  to  be  re- 
turned to  Parliament;  and  as.  in  a  few  davs.  we  shall  have  a 
meeting,  to  which  every  elector  is  invited,  to  form  an  opinion 
of  the  candidates,  we  may  think  ourselves  fortunate  to  ac- 
quire her<>,  on  a  small  scale,  some  practice  in  the  customs 
of  such  meetings.  Wo  shall  be  all  the  forwarder  as  to  a  deci- 
sion on  the  political  prospects  of  the  tovni  of  Arcis;  for  what 
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wo  Im-e  to  do  to-lay  is  to  ,..,n.id.r  the  town  instead  of  f 
lamily.  tlio  coumi-v  instrad  of  a  man." 

lie  went  on  to  ,huh  ihr  h.Vtorv  „f  the  elections  for  the 
past  twenty  y.ar.  Wh,l,.  approving  of  the  repeah'do  t  ^ 
of  Pran,o,s  Kell...  h.  saul  d>at  now  the  time  had  eotne    o 

a  ficf  oi  the  i.,l,..n,l.  any  ,n.>,v  than  it  eould  he  a  fief  of  the 

.in.,-(  y.ni.s      Advane,  ,1  eninions  were  making  their  vav  in 

Jrance,  and  Charh-s  KeUvr  did  not  represent  Them.    Charles 

Koler,  now  a   v,s,.o-,,nt.   v.as  a  ..ourtier;  he  eouhl  never  be 

ruly  independent.  si„ee.   in   ,.roposin<r  him   as  a  candidate 

ucee..  Ins  father  a>  a  peer  than  as  a  deputy  to  the  Lower 
than  ,-an<.  so  for.h,  a,  d  .«o  forth.  Finally.  Simon  begged 
to  ofT  ,•  .HMlt  a.  a  ..andidate  for  their  sutfraae..  plcdgfng 
him.se,.  to  s,t  nnd.T  ,ho  wing  .f  the  illustrious  Odilon  Bafrot 
and  never  o,  d...  rt  :l,e  glor.ous  standard  of  I>ro-re«  Pm- 
ress:-a  word  h.hin.l  whieh,  at  that  time,  more"  in^.noere 
amb,  >ons  tor.k  shell,  r  than  definite  ideas;  for.  after  1830  it 
«'"  ^1  only  stand  for  the  pretensions  of  certain  hungry  demo- 

Still,  the  word  had  n.ueh  elTeet  in  Areis.  and  lent  impor- 
tance to  any  num  who  un.te  it  on  his  flag.  A  man  who  an- 
nounced hnnself  as  a  partisan  of  Progress  was  a  philosopher 
m  all  que..t,ons.  and  i-oHtieally  a  Puritan.  He  was  in  fayor 
of  railways  mackintoshes,  p-nitentiaries,  negro  emancipation, 

mentf ;  •   ,""";;'"^    ^''"•^"    ^as-lighting,    asphalt 'pave 

nients.  umversal  ..ulTrage.  and  the  reduction  of  the  civil  list 
It  was  also  a  pn^nouneement  of  opposition  to  the  treaties  of 

ho  V  H  "  «^^''''"'''  ^^''^  Bourbons),  to  the  Ciant  of 
the  ^orth.  "perfidKuts  Albion."  and  to  every  undertaking, 
good  or  bad,  inaugurated  by  the  (Government.  As  may  be 
seen  the  word  Progress  can  stand  equally  well  for  black  or 
white.  It  was  a  furb..hn!<r  up  of  the  word  Liberalism,  a  new 
rallying  cry  for  new  andjJiions. 

"If  I  rightly  understand  what  we  are  here  for,"  said  Jean 
Violette,  a  btockmg-weaver,  who  had,  two  years  since,  bought 
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the  licaiivisagc  l)u^■•-.■^^,  "u,.  arc  l.,  I.in.l  oursdv.-s  to  xh-uit, 
by  rvcrv  means  in  ,,ur  pnurr.  tlic  iviurn  of  .M(,n>nMir  Simon' 
(;i-iirt  at  ihc  .■l..ctin!i  a>  nirnilKT  r,,r  Anis  in  the  place  of  the 
Count  Franc-,. 1.  Keller.  And  if  we  arc  all  a.ixreci  to  c.i,  \no 
to  that  end.  we  have  only  to  say  )rs  (,r  Xo  to  that  ..'i-ii.,,;." 
"That  IS  ^--oinjr  much  to,,  fast.  I',ditical  niatle;'  are  liot 
mana^r,,,!   j„   ,i,,,j   ^^.,,^^._  ,„.  ,|,,,^.  ^^.^^^^^^^  ^,^,,|_^^_  ^^.   j^^^    ,.,|;,  j^.^; '" 

cried  Pi<r,,ull.  as  hi>  -grandfather,  a  man  ..f  cl-hIv-.:,^.  c.m'.e 
int.)  the  room.  "The  la>t  speaker  i)rono,in,es"a  d.-cision  on 
what  1-.  in  my  humhie  opiniun,  the  very  ^uhject  under  dis- 
cussiitn.     I  beg  to  sj)eak."' 

••M,.nsicur  Achille  I'igoult  will  a<!,1ress  (he  meeting,"  said 
licauvisagc.  nhn  c.uld  n,.w  get  thr-.n-h  this  sentence  with 
due  muni,  :pal  and  con>titutional   dignitv. 

"(icntlemen,"  sai,l  the  Imie  n..tarv.  '-if  th..,-,,  h^  jn  all 
Arcis  a  house  \\!„.re  „,,  oi,p,,-.iti,.n  ,,ng!ii  t,,  ]„.  niad,'  to  the 
intiuerice  of  th,'  C.mt,'  de  (;(.ndrc\  ill,,  and  ti:,.  K,dl,-r  family 
IS  n  not  thi>?  The  worthy  (',,|,„iel— C.l,,,,,.!  (;i.niK— is  the 
only  m.anher  of  tin.-  househ,)l,|  wlu,  l,a<  not  exp,  rienced  the 
hen, •fits  .,f  M.nal,,rial  in(!uence.  .incc  he  neyer  a>k-ed  anything 
of  the  Cmite  de  (.ondr..yill,..  \vho.  larnvvcr.  had  his"  name 
era.M.l  from  the  li.t  ,>f  exihs  in  Isl.',.  an<l  Hnaircl  him  the 
I)cnM,.n  he  enj,)y>,  \vith,iut  any  steps  on  the  part  of  the 
Cohincl.  \vhi>  is  the  j.ride  (if  ,,ur  i,,\vii " 

A   murmur,   flatL^ring   to   th,.   „1,1    man,   ran    throu<^h  the 
crowd.  " 

"Bui,-  the  orator  went  on,  "the  .Mari,.n  familv  are  loaded 
with  the  ('(,un:"s  layor.-.  lUii  f,,r  his  patronage  the  late 
Colonel  (Jiguct  neyer  w,)uld  hay,,  ha-l  the  comm.and  of  the 
(;cndannene  of  this  department.  Th,'  late  M.msieur  Marion 
wouhl  not  haye  been  i.re>i,ling  judge  n(  the  [m[,erial  Court 
here  hut  for  the  Count— to  whom  I.  for  my  j.art.  am  eternallv 
indehted.  Y.,u  will  therefore  understan,!  how  natural  it  is 
that  1  should  take  his  part  in  this  r,),,m.— An,!,  in  fact  there 
are  few  persons  in  this  di.-trict  who  have  not  receiyed  some 
Kindness  from  that  family." 
There  was  a  stir  among  the  audience. 
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"A  caiulidaU'  coiiic--  I'nrward.""  Adiille  went  on  with  some 
vehemence,  '•and  I  have  a  n^dil  to  inquire  into  his  past  bofori 
1  intrust  hini  wiili  jiuuit  id  act  fur  inc.  Now  I  will  not 
accept  ingralituile  in  my  d,]fj,'-atf,  fur  in<:ratitude  is  like  mis- 
fortune— it  leads  from  liad  Id  worse.  We  have  been  a  step- 
ping-stone for  tile  KclU'r.-.  \ou  will  .-ay;  well,  what  I  have 
just  listened  to  make.-  \nv  fear  that  we  may  hecome  a  stepping- 
stone  for  the  (iiiTUiis.  We  live  in  an  age  of  facts,  do  we  not: 
Well,  then,  let  us  uiquin-  what  will  be  the  results  for  the 
electors  of  Arcis  if  we  nturn  Simon  Giguet? 

"Independence  is  your  cry? — Well,  Simon,  whom  I  am 
scouting  as  a  candidate,  is  my  friend — as  he  is  the  friend  of 
all  who  hear  nn— and  persf)nally  I  should  be  delighted  to 
see  him  as  an  orator  of  the  Left,  between  (larnier-i'ages  and 
LalHtte;  but  what  will  be  the  result  for  the  district  repre- 
sented?— It  will  have  lo-t  the  C(nnitcnance  of  the  Comte  de 
Gondrevillc  aiul  the  Keller,-,  and  in  the  course  of  five  vears 
we  shall  all  feel  the  want  of  one  or  the  other.  If  we  want  to 
get  leave  for  a  poor  fellow  who  is  drawn  for  the  conscription, 
we  apjily  to  the  .Maivchale  de  I'arigliano.  We  rely  on  the 
Kellers'  intere.-t  in  inaiiy  matters  of  business  which  their  good 
word  settles  at  once.  We  have  always  found  the  ■■Id  Comte 
de  Gondreville  kind  and  helpful;  if  you  belong  to  .ircis,  you 
are  shown  in  without  being  kept  waiting.  Those  three  fam- 
ilies know  every  family  in  the  place. — But  where  is  the 
Maison  Giguct"s  bank,  and  what  influence  has  it  on  the  Min- 
istry? What  credit  docs  it  command  in  the  Paris  markets? 
If  we  want  to  have  a  good  stone  bridge  in  the  place  of  our 
wretched  timber  one,  will  the  Giguets  extract  the  necessary 
funds  from  tlu'  Department  and  the  State? 

"If  we  return  Charles  Keller,  we  shall  perpetuate  a  bond 
of  alliance  and  friendshij)  which  till  now  has  been  entirely 
to  our  advantage.  By  electing  my  good,  my  excellent  friend 
and  schoolfellow  Simon  Ciguct,  we  shall  be  constantly  the 
worse  till  he  is  in  oniee  I  And  1  know  his  modesty  too  well 
to  think  that  he  will  contradict  me  when  I  express  a  doubt 
as  to  his  rapid  advancement  to  the  Ministry!     {Laughter.) 
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"I  came  to  thi.s  moeting  to  oppo^^o  a  rcs-'iition  which,  I 
think,  would  hv  fatal  to  our  district.  "Chi.  ..s  Keller  is  a 
courtier,"  I  am  told.— So  iiiueli  the  ijetter.  We  shall  not  have 
to  pay  for  his  political  apprenticeship;  he  knows  all  tlie 
business  of  the  place,  and  the  re.piireinents  of  parliamentary 
etiquette ;  Iim  is  more  nearly  a  statesman  than  mv  friend 
Simon,  who  does  not  pretend  that  he  has  train. 'd  himself  to 
be  a  Pitt  or  a  Talleyrand  in  our  litth^  town  of  Arcis " 

'•Danton  was  a  native  of  Anis!"  cried  Colon.'l  (iiguet, 
furious  at  this  harangue,  which  was  only  too  truthful. 

"Hear,  hear'"  The  word  was  shoute(],  and  sixtv  listeners 
clapped  the  sjK'akcr. 

'•My  father  is  very  ready/'  said  Simon  in  an  undertone  to 
Beauvisage. 

-I  cannot  understand  why,  in  diseu.^sing  an  election  mat- 
ter, there  slmuld  be  so  much  exaggeration  of  any  ties  be- 
tween us  and  the  Comte  do  Gondrevillo,"  the  ol'd  Colonel 
went  on,  starting  to  his  feet,  while  the  blood  mounted  to  hhs 
face.  "My  son  inherits  his  fortune  from  his  mother ;  lu.  never 
asked  the  Comte  de  (iondrevillc  for  anything.    If  the  Count 

had  never  exist. ^d.  my  son  w.nihl  have  been  just  what  he  is 

the  son  of  an  artillery  (  olonel  who  owes  his  promotion  to  his 
services— a  lawyer  who  has  always  h.'hl  the  same  opinions  — 
I  would  say  to  tiie  Comte  de  Ciondreville  himself.  'We  have 
elected  y.nir  .son-in-law  for  twentv  years.  Xow  we  wish  to 
prove  that  when  we  di.l  so  it  was  of  .."ur  own  free-will  and  we 
are  returning  an  Arcis  man  to  show  that  the  ..1.1  spirit  of 
1:93— -to  which  you   owed  vour  fortune— still   live<  .,u   the 

native  soil  .,f  Danton,  Malin,  Crcvin,  Pigoult,  Marion ' 

And  so '■ 

The  old  man  sat  down. 

There  was  a  great  ommotion.  Aehille  opened  his  mouth 
to  sp.-ak.  Beauvisage,  who  wouhl  not  have  felt  himself  pre- 
siding if  he  had  not  rung  his  b,.ll.  ad.led  to  th.-  racket  by 
ringing  for  silence.     It  was  bv  this  time  two  oVioek. 

I  niust  be  permitted  to  point  out  to  the  honored  Colonel 
whose  feelings  we  can  all  understand,  tliat  he  spoke  without 
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:t3''-, ::,'■'",]:,  ■,;iv:;,:;l:"'''' -..o' ...  ,.w.,„™t. 


^Silence  ua>  ri'.-inr.  ,1. 

'■\\V,1m1  „„t  nunc  Iht,..-  sn,l   Fron,,rv,    -,,,  .,,    , 

■'-\'";    11".'  ■   (TUmI    ||„.   ,-,u.ii,;„,.. 


loiicl  i(j  drier," 


I'lllii-T  ain]  ,(,11- 


Si 


'■Tlii>  l(i(ik<  |);i,!',  '■•  ^.,;,i   M     I  ,, 

'•'-<!.,...„•■  ..i\,.,:   '':,''^'";;' ^'"^•'""  to  ,iu. cook. 


'•\n 


'•    '"■•'>'    '   ''-''^•■'  >''"l   Nnno,,   (;i^„.t.   "did 


citizens  like  il„.  nun  ,,r    \,,.i,  r.r  ,  l  '      ,        '""   '^"O 


It  is 


™..::'!;:'v:;;;::.;:;:;' 'i '-'■■" '--- 


.V'';ii-ns  r..r  ih,. 


t  as 


your  prnu-iple.-^,!,.,   ,,,,„..!,.].,  .,f     :s,l^  ,     '    '^  '"f?'-^^^"* 
Pro^nx's.  in  .11  partuuk,,-. "  '  "'"'  "'^'^^^^  <>« 


'•But  what  il.)  von  (. 


Hi  proi^Tcss?     Our  iic 


It    IS  keopina   up  tlu-  pri,,.  ,.f   uho.,t   •ind   1-,  .    •         i 
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in  ji'st  '1'  the  iiMiiscnsi.'iil  (■ru'<  which  Fr;inf(>  hcliovc,-;  in. 

'■''  •'"     liappnicss   of    thf    fiinltiludc    iichicved    hv   ih- 

triunifiii  I'f  hiiiiiatiitiiriaii   dociriiifs." 

'■^\hal    .!  .1   I    ti'll  ynii  :-■'  tiir  wily  notary  imittcrcd   to  hi? 
ncij.dil)nrs. 

'ilu>h,  silence — we  want  to  lu'ar!"  said  sonic. 

'■Gcntlenieii."'  ?aid   M.dlot,  with   a   fat   smile,  "the  debate 
is  noisy:  -ive  your  attention   to  the  speaker;  allow  liim  to 

t'.\pliiin ■■ 

^•Ba-ii-;i.  iia-a-aa."  hh^ated  a  friend  of  AcIiilleV.  who  was 
gifted  with  a  jMiucr  of  vintrilixpiisni  thai  was  invaluable  at 
elections. 

.\  roar  of  lan,i:!iter  burst  from  the  amlienee.  who  were  es- 
sentially men  of  their  iirovinee.  Simon  (;it,niet  folded  liis 
arms  and  wait.'d  till  the  storm  of  merriment  should  be  over! 
"If  that  wa>  intended  as  a  re[iroof,"  he  said,  "a  Iiint  that  I 
was  marchin.<r  with  the  tbx  k  <>{  tlin>e  noble  defenders  of  the 
rights  of  man.  who  cry  out.  who  write  book  after  book~(  f 
Ibe  mnuortal  prie.-t  who  plea, Is  f,,-  murdered  Poland— of 
the  bold  pamphleteers— of  those  who  k-ep  an  eve  o,,  the  civil 
list— of  tlie  philosophers  who  cry  out  for  hone-t  v  in  the  action 
"four  institutions— if  so.  I  thank  mv  uid<nown  friend.— To 
nie  progress  means  th(>  rralizaiion  of  all  that   was  ])roinised 

lis  at^  the  Hevolution  of  duly;  electoral  reform and " 

"Then  you  are  a  democrat."  intrrrupied  Achille  Pignult. 
'•Xo."  replied  the  (aiidid.Ue.  "Am  I  a  ilcmocrat  l)oeau,5e 
I^am;  at  a  n-ular  and  b'oal  d-velopment  ,,{  our  institution.*? 
To  me  j.rogr.-s  i>  fralernity  anion-  ,.,11  il„.  members  of  the 
great  Freiuai  family,  ami  we  cannot  denv  that  much  sufTcr- 
ing " 

At  three  o'clock  Simon  (iiLruet  was  still  .'Xfd.-iining  the 
meaning  .d'  progros.  and  M.me  of  l!ie  audience  were  emitting 
steady  snores  c.\piv>.Mv.'  of  i!,.ep  .-lumber-. 

Achille  ]',ir,,,ilt  had  artfully  V<-rsua. led  them  to  listen  in 
reiiguais  silence  \<>  tb^  <n,.aker.  who  wrs  sinking,  drowning, 
in  his  endless  phrases  and  jiarenthe.-es. 
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At  tliat  hour  H\,Tal  Kmups  .,/  citizens,  electors,  and  not 

electors  were  staiidm^  ai.niit  iii  front  of  tlie  Chateau  .FArci 

The  gate  opens  on  to  the  I'hue  at  a  right  angle  to  that  c 

Madame   .Marion's   hou,^..      Scvnal   streets   turn   out   of  thi 

s<iuan'.   and    in   the   middle  ,,i   n    stands  a   .'overed   marke' 

Oprmsite  th..  cha-.eau,  ,,n  the  further  side  of  the  square,  whic 

IS  neither  paved  nor  maeadamixcd.  so  that  the  rain  runs  off  ■' 

little  gullies,  there  is  a  fine  a\enue  known  as  the  Avenue  de 

Soujurs    (of  Si-!i>).      Is  this  to  the  honor  or  tlie  discredi 

of  the  women  of  the  town?     The  anibiguitv  is,  no  doubt 

ocal  witticism.     Two  hroad  walks,  shaded  bv  handsome  ol, 

lime-trees,  had  from  the  niarket-s.|uare  to  a  boulevard  form 

mg  another  prom.na.l..,  <leserted,  as  such   walks  alwavs  an 

in  a  country  town,  :ind  where  stagnant  filth  takes  the' plao( 

of  tlie  bustling  crowd  of  the  ca[iital. 

While  the  dixussion  was  at  its  height,  to  which  Achilh 
ligoult  liad  given  a  dramatic  turn,  with  a  coolness  anc 
dexterity  worthy  of  a  .uetnber  of  the  real  Parliament,  foui 
nien  were  pacing  one  of  the  lime-walks  of  the  Avenue  de= 
>Soupirs.  When  they  came  to  the  square  thev  stopped  with 
one  accord  to  watch  the  townsfolk,  who  were'buzzing  round 
the  chateau  like  bees  going  into  a  hive  at  dusk.  Those  four 
were  the  whole  Minisierial  party  of  Arcis:  the  sous-prefet,  the 
public  prosecutor,  his  deputy,  and  Monsieur  Martener,  the 
examining  judge.  The  presiding  judge  was,  as  has  already 
been  e.xplame.l  a  partisan  of  the  Elder  Branch,  and  devoted 
to  tile  family  of  Cinq-C'ygne. 

'AVcil,  I  cannot  understand  what  the  (iovernmenc  is  about  " 
tlie   sous-prefet    declared,    pointing    to    the    growing   crowd. 
1  he  position  is  serious,  and  I  am  left  without  any  instruc- 
tions. 

"In  that  you  are  like  many  other  people,"  said  Olivier 

V  met.  smiling. 

"What  complaint  have  you  against  the  Government?"  asked 
tlie  public  prosecutor. 

''The  Ministry  is  in  a  dilliculty,"  said  young  Martener. 
It  IS  well  known  that  this  borough  belong.-,  so  to  speak,  to 
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the  Kellorp,  and  it  has  no  wish  to  annoy  thorn.  Hoint'  con- 
i-uioration  must  hv  shown  to  the  oiilv  inan  who  can  at  all 
conipan'  with  Monsiour  d<-  Tallcvrand."  It  is  to  tlic  Conite  do 
Gondrovillc  tliat  tho  ])olico  shoiih]  go  f„r  instructions,  not 
to  the  profot."' 

"And  incanwhilo,"  said  Fn'dorio  ^farost,  "tho  Ojiposition 
18  making  a  stir,  and  you  soo  tliat  Coh.ml  (iiguet's  influence 
IS  strong.  Tiio  mayor,  Monsieur  Beauvisago,  i  in  the  chair 
at  this  preliminary  mooting." 

"After  all,"   said   Olivier    Vinot   slilv   to   tho  sous-prefet 
"Simon  (iiguot  is  a  friend  ,,f  yours,  a  ,shoo!-fc!low      Hvon  if 
ho   wore  a   supporter  of   Monsieur   Thiers.    vo,i   would   lose 
nothing  by  his  being  elected." 

"The  f.rosent  Ministry  might  turn  me  out  before  its  fall 
We  may  know  when  we  are  likelv  to  be  kicked  out.  but  we 
oar,  never  tell  when  we  may  get  in  again,"  said  Antonin 
(loul.ird. 

"There  goes  Collinet  the  grocer.  Tie  is  tho  sixtv-seventh 
qualified  elector  who  has  gr.ne  into  Colonel  (Jigucfs  house" 
.«aid  Monsieur  Martener.  fulfilling  his  functions  as  examin- 
ing ludgc  by  counting  the  elecmrs. 

"If  Charles  Keller  is  tlie  Ministerial  candidate,  I  ought 
to  have  been  informed,"  said  (Joulard.  "Time  ought  not  to 
have  been  given  for  Simon  (iiguot  to  get  hold  of  the  voters" 

lh(>  f.nir  gentlemen  walked  on  slowlv  to  where  tho  avenues 
end  at  the  market-place. 

"Thtro  comes  Monsieur  Groslior!"  said  the  judge,  seeing  a 
man  on  horseback.  ■>     "^  >  te  « 

The  hor.seman  was  tho  suporinfendont  of  the  police      He 
saw  the  governing  body  of  Arcis  assembled  on  tho  highway 
and  rode  up  to  the  four  functionaries. 

"Well  Monsieur  Groslior?"  questioned  the  sous-prefet 
meeting  hun  at  a  U^^v  paces  from  the  other  three. 

"Monsieur."  said  tho  polico-ofTker  in  a  low  voice  "Afon- 
sieur  lo  Prefet  set  mc  to  toll  you  some  very  sad  news—the 
A  icomto  Charles  Keller  is  dead:  Tho  news  reached  Paris  bv 
telegraph  the  day  before  yesterday;  and  the  two  Messieurs 


32 


THE  Mi:.Ml'.i;U  lOK  AHCIS 


KellfiMlif  Cntnif  ilr  (hiii.1iv\iI!...i1„.  .Maivdi.-ilt.  ,1,.  Carigliaii 
111  lutl.  all  the  f.iiiulv,  cii,,,.  ■.,  Mcniav  |,.  (ioiuJivviile.  Ah( 
oI-Kadcr  ha,-  nnjunr,!  ||„.  li-himi,'  ii'i  Afriru,  and  tliere  h; 
k-L'ii  .-uii.r  vcr.v  hot  uurk.  Tlu.  ),nur  vniiii-  man  was  one  ( 
the  iir>t  \i<!iiii>  to  ill,.  Uiir.  \,ni  mil  ivccivr  confuioiitial  ji 
structioii.-.  I  ua-  I., hi  to  -,i_v,  with  rv-anl  i„  ih,,  eicrtion." 

'•'riirou-h  whom:-'"  a>kcd  (hmlard. 

"'*'  '  '-^'1'".  'I  ^^'"ild  rra.-c  to  !„■  (•..nfldcntial,"  replied  til 
otluT.  -MonM,  wr  !,•  I'lvfrt  hiin.-elf  did  not  know.  'It  won! 
1)1',  he  >aid,  "a  private  cunuuumcation  t(t  \()U  from  tlie  Mii 
IstLT."  ■" 

And  he  w..nt  on  his  way.  whil,.  thr  proud  and  liappv  otik-ii 
laid  a  fiii-.r  to  hi.  lips  t,,  impr.'.s  ,m  hmi  to  ho  surrot. 

-What  news  from  iho  prrfr.iur.' r"  a.-krd  ihc-  public  prose 
cutor  when  Couhird  rdurncd  to  join  iIr.  other  throe  funt 
tioiiarios. 

"Xothir.^r  „„,ro  siti>fa.i, .ry."  replied  Antonin,  hurrvinj 
on  as  il  to  he  rid  of  his  companions. 

A>  I  hey  made  their  way  tou  ,rds  th.-  middle  of  the  square 
saym,:,'  liii!,..  r,,r  the  three  otlieials  wore  somewhat  nettle( 
by  the  ha.ty  pace  a»unied  !>y  the  soiis-profot.  Monsioui 
Mariener  ^avr  old  .Madam,.  l!eauvi>a-e.  I'hilea.--  mother,  sur 
n.uiided  hy  almost  all  the  ])e,,plo  who  had  -athored  there 
and  apiiarenlly  ti'Iliiiir  them  some  lonjr  storv.  An  attorney 
named  .-^inot.  uh,..-,-  eli.Mits  were  the  rovalists'of  the  town  anc 
di>tri,t.  and  who  had  not  ^'ono  to  the  (ii.i^uet  meetini,^  steppec 
out  of  ih,.  crowd,  and  hurryin^j,'  up  to  .Madame  Marion's  hou«e 
ran,;,'  ih,.  hell  \iolenilv. 

"What  I-  the  matter :-••  asked  Frederic  ^farcst.  dropping 
his  eve;:la-.  ami  informiiiir  the  other  two  of  this  proceeding. 

'•'riie  matter.  -,ni  hnien."  r,.pli,-d  Antonin  (ionlard,  soeiir<j 
no  .M-,,i-ioM  f,,r  ke,.pin-  a  s.rn.t  which  w,.uld  at  once  he  told 
I'.v  other..  -,-  thai  Charl,..-  K,.]],.,-  has  been  killed  in  Africa, 
an  -vein  uln,h  -iv,.s  Simon  (ii-^-m.t  every  chance !— You  know 
Arcis:  tli,!-e  ,uul,l  l„.  no  ministerial  camliilate  other  than 
("harl,..-  K.'ll-r.  Parochial  patriotism  would  rise  in  arms 
aj^ain-t  anv  oiju'r- " 
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••And  will  i-Ufli  a  Miiiplrii.ri  Uv  ok'titid  r"  asko;!  Olivier 
\'iiit't.   Iau^'liiii;x- 

Till'  jii(l-v'>  (ic)nii\.  a  _\(.un^'  frllow  of  tlircc-and-twenty, 
tiic  ilde.-t  sun  ol'  a  \riv  lanioiis  puhlic  pni.H'culor,  whose 
jironiotion  daltd  t'nm'  il  •  U'rvlution  <il'  .July,  iiad,  of  course, 
larn  li<'l|>t'd  In  hi.-  fathci'.-  inti-rcM  lo  ;,'ct  iniu  thr  iipiuT  ranks 
I'f  iii>  profiw-inn.  'i'hat  i'athrr.  >till  a  |iulilic  prnxciitor,  and 
n-turni-d  a.-  il'imlv  hy  ll.c  Inwn  ,,|'  I'msin-,  j,  one  of  the 
liutlrc>>c,-  of  the  Ccnirv.  'I'lni-  ihr  >nu.  uhusc  iuoiIkt  had 
Ih'cii  a  Madrnioisclic  Cliar^n'hn'iif,  had  an  a»uranir,  alike  in 
his  ollicial  work  and  hi,-  denicaiiur,  which  pmclainicd  his 
tatlicrs  influence,  lie  expressed  hi-  opinions  unhesitatingly 
on  men  and  things,  for  he  eounti  d  on  not  remaining  long  at 
Arci>.  hill  on  getting  a  phn  .•  a-  puhlic  i)ros(vutor  at  \'er- 
saiUcs.  the  infallihie  stejiping-.-toiii'  to  an  api)ointinent  in 
I'aris. 

Tile  free-and-easy  air.  and  the  sort  of  judicial  eoneeit  as- 
sumed hy  this  personage  on  the  ,-trcngth  of  his  eertaintv  of 
■■yetting  on,"  aiuii.wd  Frederie  .Maiv.-t,  and  all  tin-  liiore 
iiccaiise  a  very  hiting  uit  elTeetuallv  -iipp.rtcd  his  young  sub- 
allerirs  undi>ci[(lincd  rivcdnm.  'I'hc'  puhli,-  prosecutor  hir.i- 
M'lf,  a  man  of  forty,  uhn  had  waited  .-i.\  years  under  the  Hes- 
loration  to  ris<'  to  the  pn-t  of  lir.-t  deputy  judge,  and  whom  the 
lievohition  of  .Inly  had  left  stranded  at  Arcis,  though  he 
had  eiglitecn  thou.-and  franc-  a  year  of  his  own,  was  always 
torn  hetwcen  ]\]>  anxiety  to  win  the  good  graces  of  the  elder 
Vinet.  who  had  every  chance  (d"  hccoming  Keeper  of  the  Seals 
—an  ollice  eomnionly  conferred  on  a  lawyer  who  sit-  Par- 
liameiit — and  the'  nece.->ity  for  preserving  lii>  own  dignity. 
Olivier  Vinet,  a  thin  stripling,  with  fair  hair  and  a  colorless 
face,  accentuated  hy  a  pair  <d'  mischievous  greenish  eve-,  was 
"ue  of  those  mocking  spirits,  fond  of  jilca-inv.  wh.i  can  at 
any  moment  assume  the  jirecise.  pedantic,  and  rather  ahrnj)t 
manner  which  a  magi-trate  puts  on  when  in  Court. 

1  he    hurly     puhlic    prosecutor,    very    stout    and    solemn. 
had.  for  a  short  time  pa.-t.  adopted  a  method  hy  which,  as  he 
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tioii  (if  \'al-il.— I'rrii\ — In  live  ill  the  touii  afltr  hi.-  wife's 
il' atli.  !iri(i  sni!  his  .-on  Aiilnniii  tn  school  at  the  I^vci'c  Im- 
[Mrial,  where  Colonel  (;i;.Miet  hail  plaectl  his  hoy.  The  two  lads, 
afler  hein;,'  school-fellows,  went  to;,r,.tli,r  to  I'acis  to  study  hiw, 
and,  their  friendship  jiersistin;:.  they  took  their  amusements 
toi^ether.  They  promised  to  help  each  other  in  life,  since  they 
adopted  (lifferent  branches  of  their  profe-Mon  ;  Imt  fate  do- 
(  iiled  that  they  were  to  heconie  rivals. 

In  spite  of  his  sutliciently  evident  per-onal  advantages, 
and  the  cross  of  the  Le^rion  of  Honor,  which  the  Count  had 
(ttlained  for  (ioulani  to  coni[)ensate  him  for  lack  of  promo- 
tion, and  which  he  displayed  at  hi-  hiitton-hole.  tlic  offer  of 
his  heart  and  pm-pec  is  had  heen  tivilly  declined  when,  pIx 
months  hefore  the  day  when  this  narrative  ojiens.  Antonin 
had  secretly  called  on  Madame  IJeauvisaire  as  her  dauf^hter's 
-iiitor.  Hilt  no  step  of  this  kind  is  a  secret  in  the  country. 
Frederic  Marest,  whose  fortune,  who<e  order,  and  whose  posi- 
tion were  the  same  three  years  l>el'<ire,  had  then  heen  also  dis- 
iiiis.sed  on  the  score  of  di-parity  of  yea.s.  Hence  hoth 
•  ioulard  and  the  [nihlic  pro-ecutor  were  never  more  than 
strictly  polite  to  the  Jieauvisages,  and  made  fun  of  them 
between  themselves. 

As  they  walked  just  now,  they  hoth  had  truessed,  and  had 
told  each  other,  the  .secret  of  Simon  (Jiguet's  candidature,  for 
they  had  fjot  wind,  the  ni;:ht  before,  of  ]\tadame  Marion's 
ambitions.  Animated  alike  by  the  spirit  of  the  doer  in  the 
nianger,  they  were  tacitly  but  heartily  agreed  in  a  determina- 
tion to  hinder  tlie  young  lawyer  from  winning  the  wealthy 
heiress  who  had  been  refused  to  them. 

"Heaven  grant  that  I  may  be  able  to  control  the  election!" 
^aid  the  sous-prefet.  "and  the  Comte  de  Gondreville  may 
get  me  appointed  prefet.  for  I  have  no  more  wish  to  remain 
here  than  you  have,  though  I  am  a  native  born."' 

"You  have  a  very  good  opportunity  of  being  elected  dep- 
uty, sir,"  said  Olivier  Vinet  to  Marest.  "Come  and  see  my 
father,  who  will,  no  doubt,  arrive  at  Provin-  within  a  few 
hoars,  and  we  will  get  him  to  have  you  nominated  as  the 
Ministerial  candidate." 


so 
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( li'ctiiijj  a  riiaii  nl'  lli.'  |i|,i(i'.  \\  linin  i.iii  ym  find  to  set  up 
111  Mjijiii-itioli  In  !>iiiii)n  (ii;;iii|.  w  liii  h.i.-  rpi'iil  tWd  iiiortul 
hciii*  111   jHrarliin;:  nil   ihc  \Miii|    I'r.i^n-, ! 

•■\\.'    lilll     liml    nld    (ifiMIl!"    cTHil    llic    -nil-    |iri't'(t. 

•■Ill'  ha-  III)  iiiiiliilinii,"  -aid  l'i;;uiilt.  "I'.ul  lir.-t  ami  forc- 
lii.i-l  ui'  Mlll>l  iMii-iill  ihi-  ('olint.  .Ill-l  liiiik,"  he  went  (III, 
■■|lu\^  alii-iiii\i'l\  Siiii'iii  i~  l.ikin^'  rare  nf  that  nM  noodle 
Immiu  i.-a,i,'i'  I" 

And  lit-  pniiitfd  to  ihf  lauu  r.  \\\\i>  had  lln'  liiavnr  hy  iho 
aim,  and  « a-  lalkiii^'  in  hi-  car. 

i{fauvi.-a>,'i'  linucd  ri;,dit  and  Irl't  tu  all  tli<'  inltal)itaiit>,  who 
■_'azrd  at  him  with  the  dclVi-i-uti'  ut'  niuiiti-v  fnwn-iicoplo 
U'V  the  ricliot   man   in   thv  place. 

■"lie  treat-  him  a-  a  father — and  tuotlicr!"  remarked  \'int>t. 

■•(111!  he  will  (In  III)  <s(hh[  iiy  hiitti  I'liiir  hiiii  ii[i.'"  replied 
I'liT'inlt,  uliD  caiiudii  the  hint  eiiiive\ed  in  \'inei'>  retort. 
■•(I'lile's  t'alc  due-  lint   fc-t  With  either  I'.itlur  nr  iimilier." 

■"With  w  hoin.  then  ?"* 

■■M\  old  nia-ii  r.  it'  Sinmn  were  the  ineiiiher  for  Areis, 
he  \M)ulii  he  111)  forwariler  iii  that   matter. " 

'Ihiiu;:!!  the  -ou-pi('fet  and  Marot  |.re--ed  l'if,'oult  hard, 
they  could  ^'el  no  e\|ilanat  imi  of  tin-  remark,  which,  a.s 
they  shrewdly  .>^iirmi-ed,  wa.-  In;;  with  meaninir.  and  re- 
vealed some  ai  iiiiaiiitanee  with  the  mteiilions  of  the  i5eau- 
\  i>a.i;e  family. 

.Ml  .\rci.<  was  in  a  pother,  not  only  in  consei|iience  of  tho 
di-tressiii^'  news  that  had  siiicken  the  (londi'eN  ilies.  hut  also 
iiecausc  of  the  ^reat  resolution  voteil  at  the  (ii^iiets"— where, 
at  this  moment,  Madame  Marion  and  the  servants  were  hard 
at  work  restoring  order,  that  everything'  mitrht  he  in  readi- 
lie--  for  tlic  compaiiv  who  would  uiiiloiihtedl v  ilrii|)  in  as  Usiial 
in  the  evening  in  full  force,  attracted  hy  curio-ity. 


('hampajrne  looks,  and  is,  hut  a  poor  country.  Its  aspect 
i-  for  the  most  jnirt  dreary.  ,i  dull  [ilaiii  As  you  pa.-s 
ihrough  the  villasres.  or  even  tlie  town.-,  you  sei'  noiK;  but 
-liabhy  huildinps  of  timhir  or  concrete;  the  handsomest  are 
of   brick.     Stone    is    scarcely    u-sed    even    for    public    build- 
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ings      At  Arois  the  cimtoau,  the  l',,  ai.  dc  Justice,  and  the 
church   are  the   only  edilic-  e.-n.^lnuicd  of  stone      Never- 
theless, the  pn)vin,e-or,  at  any  rate,  the  departments  of  the 
Aube,   the  Marne,  and   the   Haute-Marne,   rith   in   the  vine- 
yards which  are  famous  throu^diout  the  w(,rld— aN,.  <u,,„ort 
niany  flounshin-  industries.     To  say  nothin-  of  the  manu- 
factunn^r  centre  at  Reims,  almost  all  tl„.  hosierv  of  every  kind 
prodiuvd  m  France,  a  very  eonsi.lerahle  trad,.,  i;  woven  in  and 
near  J  royes.     For  ten  leagues  round,  the  count rv  is  inhabited 
by  stocking-weavers,  whose  frames  mav  he  seen  through  the 
open  doors  as  you  p.-.ss  through  the  hamlets.     The.se  workers 
deal  through  factors  with  the  master  speculator,  who  calls 
himself  a  manufacturer.     The  manufacturer  sells  to  Paris 
houses,  or  more  often,  to  retail  hosiers,  who  stick  up  a  sign 
proclaiming  themselves  manufacturing  hosiers. 

None  of  these  middlemen  ever  made  a  stocking,  or  a  nicrht- 
cap,  or  a  sock.  A  large  proportion  of  such  -rear  comes  from 
Champagne-not  all,  for  there  are  weavers  ui  Fans  who  com- 
pete with  the  country  workers. 

These  middlemen;  coming  between  the  producer  and  the 
consumer,  are  a  cur.<e  not  peculiar  to  this  trade.  It  exists  in 
most  branches  of  commerce,  and  adds  to  the  price  of  the 
goods  all  the  proiit  taken  by  the  intermediarv.  To  do  away 
with  these  expensive  go-betweens,  who  hinder  the  direct  sale 
of  manufactured  goods,  would  be  a  benevolent  achievement,' 
and  the  magnitude  of  the  results  would  raise  it  to  the  level 
,  '''J'l"''l  P"''^'^'"'  '■^^^f'""-  Industry  at  large  would  be 
benefited,  for  it  would  bring  about  such  a  reduction  of  prices 
to  the  home-consumer  as  is  needed  to  maintain  the  strug<Tle 
against  foreign  competition,  a  battle  as  murderous  as  that 
of  hostile  armies. 

But  the  overthrow  of  such  an  abuse  as  this  would  not 
secure  to  our  modern  philanthropists  such  glorv  or  «uch 
profit  as  are  to  bo  obtained  by  lighting  for  the  "Dead  Sea 
apples  of  negro  emancipation,  or  the  penitentiarv  svstem- 
hence  this  illicit  commerce  of  the  middleman,  the  producer's 
banker,  will  weigh  for  a  long  tune  yet  on  the  workers  and 
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consumers  alike.  In  France — so  clover  a;:  a  nation — it  is 
ahvavs  supposed  that  simplification  means  destruction.  Wc 
are  still  frightened  by  the  Revolution  of  1T89. 

The  industrial  energy  that  always  thrives  in  a  land  where 
Nature  is  a  grudging  step-dame,,  suiliciently  shows  what 
progress  agriculture  would  make  there  if  only  wealth  would 
join  its  partnership  with  tlie  lai.d,  wliich  is  not  more  barren 
m  Champagne  than  in  Scotland,  where  the  outlay  of  capital 
has  worked  miracles.  And  when  agriculture  shall  have  con- 
quered the  unfertile  tracts  of  that  province,  when  industry 
shall  have  scattered  a  little  capital  on  the  chalk  fields  of 
Champagne,  prosperity  will  multiply  threefold.  The  land  is. 
in  fact,  devoid  of  luxury,  and  the  dwelling-houses  are  bare; 
but  English  comfort  will  find  its  way  thither,  money  will 
acquire  that  rapid  circulation  which  is  half  of  what  makes 
wealth,  and  which  is  now  beginning  in  many  of  the  torpid 
districts  of  France. 

Writers,  officials,  the  Church  from  its  pulpits,  the  Press 
in  its  columns — all  to  whom  chance  has  given  any  kind  of 
influence  over  the  masses — ought  to  proclaim  it  again  and 
again:  "Hoarding  is  a  social  crime.'"  The  miserliness  of 
the  provinces  stagnates  the  vitality  of  the  industrial  mass, 
and  impairs  the  health  of  the  nation.  The  little  town  of 
Arcis,  for  instance,  on  the  way  to  nowhere,  and  apparently 
sunk  in  complete  quiescence,  is  comparatively  rich  in  the 
possession  of  capital  slowly  amassed  in  the  hosiery  trade. 

Monsieur  Phileas  Beauvisagc  was  the  Alexander — or.  if 
you  will,  the  Attila — of  his  native  town.  This  is  how  that 
respectable  and  hardworking  man  had  conquered  the  dominion 
of  cotton.  He  was  the  only  surviving  child  of  the  Beau- 
visages,  long  settled  on  the  fine  farm  of  Bellache.  part  of  the 
Gondreville  estate;  and  in  1811  his  parents  made  a  con- 
siderable sacrifice  to  save  him  from  the  conscription  by  pur- 
chasing a  substitute.  Then  his  mother,  as  a  widow,  had 
again,  in  1813.  rescued  her  only  son  from  being  enlisted 
in  the  Guards  by  the  good  offices  of  the  Comte  de  Gondre- 
ville. 
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In  1813  Philr,-]^,  then  luvnty-onc,  linrl  for  three  years  past 
Imm  en.n-n-cd  in  the  ),m.  ific  hiisinos?  of  a  hosier.  The  lease 
of  tlio  farm  of  BdlaclH'  liavin.tr  run  out.  the  farmer's  widow 
deeidH]  that  she  wo,dd  ,H,t  renew  it.  In  faet.  she  foresaw 
ample  oeeiipation  f(tr  her  old  aire  in  watchinj;  the  investment 
of  her  nioiiev. 

That  her  later  days  mi,-ht  not  he  distiirhed  hv  an.xietv,  she 
had  a  eoniplete  valiiatio!i  made  hy  .Monsieur  Grevin.' the 
notary,  of  all  her  hu>l)and"s  eMate,  thou.irh  her  son  had  made 
no  claims  on  her;  anr]  his  share  was  found  to  amount  to  ahout 
a  hundre.l  and  fifty  thousand  franes.  The  ,<rood  woman  had 
not  to  sell  her  land,  most  of  it  piirehased  from  :\Iiehu.  the 
luckless  steward  of  the  Simen-e  familv.  She  paid  her  son  in 
cash,  advisiiiir  hiin  to  huy  up  his  master's  husiness.  This  old 
Monsieur  Pi-oult  was  tlie  srm  of  the  old  justiee  of  the  peace, 
and  his  affairs  were  already  in  such  disorder  that  his  death," 
as  has  been  hinted,  was  supposed  to  have  heeti  due  to  his  own 
act. 

Phileas  Reauvisa^'e.  a  prud(Mit  youth,  with  a  proper  respect 
for  his  mother,  had  soon  concluded  the  l.ar.srain  :  and  as  he 
inherited  from  his  parents  the  humj)  of  anpiisitiveness  as 
phrenologists  term  it,  his  vouihful  •  al  va^  thrown  into'the 
business,  which  seemed  to  him  imtiieMse.  and  which  he  pro- 
posed to  extend  hy  s[)eculation. 

The  Christian  name  I'hileas.  whicli  mav.  perhaps,  seem 
extraordinary,  was  one  of  the  many  whimsical  results  of  the 
Revolution.  The  BeauvisaL^'s,  as  connected  with  the  Simeuses. 
and  consequently  pood  Tatholics.  had  their  infant  baptized' 
The  cure  of  Cinq-Cvorne.  the  .vhln''  C.mijet.  heinir  consulted 
by  the  farmers,  advi-ed  them  to  take  Thilcas  as  his  patron 
saint,  his  Creek  name  heinir  likely  to  find  favor  in  the  eyes  of 
the  municipality,  for  the  hoy  was  i.orn  at  a  time  when  chil- 
dren were  reiri^tered  l)y  the  stranjre  names  in  the  Republican 
calendar. 

In  1S14.  h(Ki,.ry  -as  a  rule,  a  fairly  icirular  trade— was 
liable  to  all  the  ups  and  downs  of  the  cotton  market.  The 
price  of  cotton  depended  on  the  Emperor's  successes  or  de- 
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feats ;  his  adversaries,  the  Engliph  generals  in  Spain,  would 
.-ay,  "Tlie  town  is  ours;  send  up  the  bales."  Pigouit,  Philoas" 
retiring  master,  supplied  his  weavers  in  the  country  with 
yarns.  At  the  time  when  he  sold  his  business  to  young  Beau- 
visage,  he  had  in  stock  a  large  supply  of  cotton  yarns,  pur- 
<  ha>e(l  when  they  were  at  the  dearest,  while  cotton  was  now 
being  brought  in  through  Lisbon  in  vast  quantities  at  six 
.-ous  the  kilogramme,  in  virtue  of  the  Emperor's  famous 
(leeree.  The  reaction  in  France,  caused  by  the  importation 
of  this  cheap  cotton,  brought  about  Pigoult's  death,  and  laid 
the  foundation  of  Beauvisage's  fortune;  for  he,  instead  of 
losing  his  head  like  his  old  master,  bought  up  twice  as  much 
cotton  as  his  predecessor  had  in  stock,  and  so  struck  a  medium 
average  price.  This  simple  transaction  enabled  Phileas  to 
triple  his  output  of  manufactured  goods,  while  apparently  a 
benefactor  to  the  workers;  and  he  could  sell  his  produce  in 
Paris  and  the  provinces  at  a  profit  when  others  were  merely 
recovering  the  cost  ])ri(e.  By  the  beginning  of  1814  his 
manufactured  stock  was  exhausted. 

The  prospect  of  war  on  French  soil,  which  would  be 
especially  disastrous  to  Champagne,  made  him  cautious.  He 
manufactured  no  more  goods,  and  by  realizing  his  capital  in 
solid  gold,  stood  prepared  for  the  event.  At  that  time  the 
custom-houses  were  a  dead  letter.  Xapoleon  had  been  obliged 
to  enlist  his  thirty  thousand  customs  officials  to  defend  the 
country.  Coiton,  smuggled  in  througli  a  thousand  gaps  in 
the  hedge,  was  flung  into  every  market.  It  is  impossible 
to  give  an  idea  of  the  liveliness  and  cunning  of  cotton  at  that 
date,  or  of  the  avidity  with  which  the  English  clutched  at  a 
country  where  cotton  stockings  were  wortii  six  francs  a  pair, 
and  cambric  shirts  were  an  article  of  luxury. 

-Manufacturers  on  a  smaller  scale  and  the  master  work- 
men, counting  on  Napoleon's  genius  and  luck,  had  invested 
in  cotton  coming  through  Spain.  This  they  were  working 
up,  in  the  hope  of  presently  dictating  terms  to  the  Paris  retail 
shops.  All  this  Phileas  noted.  Then,  when  the  province 
was  devastated  by  war,  he  stood  between  the  army  and  Paris. 
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As  each  battle  was  lost  he  went  to  the  weavers  who  had  hidden 
their  goods  lu  casks— sjlos  of  hosiery— and,  cash  in  hand, 
this  Cossack  of  the  trade,  going  I'mni  village  to  village. 
bought  up,  b(>low  cost  price,  these  barrels  of  stockings. 
which  might  fall  anv  day  into  the  hands  of  foes  whose  feet 
wanted  covering  as  badly  as  their  tiinmts  wanted  liquor. 

At  this  period  of  disaster.  I'iiijeas  displayed  a  degree  of 
energy  that  was  alinijst  a  match  for  the  Kniju'ror's.'  This 
captain  of  the  hosiery  trade  fought  the  commercial  campaign 
of  18]4  with  a  courage  that  remains  unrecogiiized.  One 
league  behind,  wherever  the  (General  was  one  league  in  ad- 
vance, he  bought  up  cotton  nightcaps  and  stockings  as  his 
trophies,  while  the  Emjjeror  in  his  reverses  plucked  immortal 
palms.  The  genius  was  ecpial  in  both,  though  exercised  in 
widely  different  spheres,  since  one  was  eager  to  cover  as  many 
heads  as  the  other  hoped  to  fell.  Compelled  to  create  means 
of  transport  to  save  his  casks  full  of  stockings,  which  he  stored 
in  a  Paris  suburb,  Phileas  often  requisitioned  horses  and 
wagons,  as  though  the  safety  of  the  Enij.ire  depended  on 
him.  And  was  not  the  majesty  of  Trade  as  good  as  that  of 
Napoleon?  Had  not  the  English  merchants,  after  subsidiz- 
ing Europe,  got  the  upper  hand  of  the  giant  who  threatened 
their  ships? 

While  the  Emperor  was  abdicating  at  Fontainebleau, 
Phileas  was  the  triumphant  master  of  the  "article."  As  a 
result  of  his  clever  manoeuvres,  the  jirice  of  cotton  was  kept 
Jown,  and  he  had  doubled  his  fortune  when  manv  manufac- 
turers thought  themselves  lucky  to  get  rid  of  their  goods  at 
a  loss  of  fifty  per  cent.  lie  returncMl  to  Arcis  with  three 
hundred  thousand  francs,  half  of  which,  invested  in  the 
Funds,  brought  him  fifteen  thousand  francs  a  year.  One 
hundred  thousan-a  he  used  to  double  the  capital  "needed  for 
his  business;  and  he  spent  the  remainder  in  building,  decorat- 
ing, and  furnishing  a  fine  liouse  in  the  Place  du  Pont,  at 
Arcis. 

On  his  return  in  triumph,  ihc  hosier  naturally  confided 
his  story  to  Monsieur  Grevin.     The  notary  had  a  daughter 
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to  marry,  just  twenty  years  of  ape.  Grevin's  father-in-law, 
wIkj  for  forty  years  had  practised  as  a  doctor  at  Arcis,  was 
at  that  time  still  alive.  Grevin  was  a  widower;  he  knew 
lliat  old  Madame  Beauvisage  was  rich;  he  believed  in  the 
tii.T<:y  and  capacity  of  a  younj,'  man  who  had  thus  boldly 
utilized  the  campaign  of  18U.  Scverine  Grevin"s  fortune 
t'rnni  her  mother  ..as  sixty  thousand  francs.  What  was 
n|(l  Dr.  \'arlet  to  leave  her?  As  much  again,  at  most! 
(Irt'vin  was  already  fifty;  he  was  very  much  afraid  of  dying; 
he  saw  no  chance,  after  the  Restoration,  of  marry- 
ing his  daughter  as  he  would  wish — for  her  he  was  am- 
bitious. 

I'lider  these  circumstances,  he  contrived  to  have  it  suggested 
lo  Phileas  that  he  should  propose  for  Severine.  Made- 
moiselle (Jreviii,  well  brouglit  up  and  handsome,  was  regarded 
as  one  of  the  good  matches  of  the  town.  Also,  trie  connection 
with  the  most  intimate  friend  of  the  C'omte  de  Gondrcvillc, 
who  retained  his  dignity  as  a  peer  of  i  .ance,  was,  of  course, 
an  honor  for  the  son  of  one  of  the  (Jondrevillc  farmers.  The 
widow  would,  indeed,  have  made  a  sacrifice  to  achieve  it.  But 
when  >he  heard  that  her  son's  suit  was  succes.-^ful,  she  held 
hi  r  hand,  and  gave  him  nothing,  an  act  of  prudence  in  which 
the  notary  followed  suit.  And  thus  the  marriage  was  brought 
.ihniit  t)etween  the  son  of  the  farmer  who  had  been  so  faithful 
to  the  Simeuses.  and  the  daughter  of  one  of  their  most  de- 
tiTuiined  enemies.  This,  perliaj)s,  was  the  only  instance  in 
uhich  i.ouis  XVI 11. "s  motto  found  application — "Union  et 
"iilili"  (union  and  oblivion). 

When  the  Bourbons  returned  for  the  second  time,  old  Dr. 
\arli't  died,  at  the  age  of  seventy-six,  leaving  in  his  cellar 
twM  Inindred  thousand  francs  in  gold,  besides  other  property 
valued  at  an  equal  s>im.  Thus,  in  ISld.  l'*hileas  and  his 
wife  fonnd  themselves  possessed  of  thirty  thousand  francs  a 
ve;ir.  apart  from  the  profits  (,f  the  business ;  for  Grevin  wished 
I)  invest  his  daughter's  nionev  in  land,  and  Beauvisage  made 
no  objection.  The  inteiest  on  Severine  Grevin's  •^hare  of 
her  grandfather's  money  amounted  to  scarcely  fifteon  thou- 
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Argus  eyes  of  a  small  rouiitry  town.  *"If  Sevcriiic  loved 
the  Vicoiiite  de  fhargebu'iif,  if  lie  loved  Iier,  it  was  a  hlanie- 
N'ss  and  honorable  attachment,"  said  all  tli"  friends  of  the 
Crevins  and  the  Marions.  And  these  two  sets  imposed  their 
i>|iinion  on  the  immediate  iici^diborliood.  Hwt  tlie  (Jrevins 
and  the  Marions  had  no  intlnenee  over  the  Royalists,  and  the 
Royalists  declared  that  the  sous-prefct  was  a  happv  man. 

As  xum  as  the  Manjuise  de  C'iiKi-Cygne  heard  what  was 
rumored  as  to  her  young  relation,  she  sent  for  him  to  Cinq- 
Cygne;  and  so  great  was  her  horror  of  a'l  who  were  ever 
so  remotely  connected  with  the  actors  in  the  judicial  tragedy 
that  had  been  .«o  fatal  to  her  family,  that  she  desired  the  V'is- 
count  to  live  elsewhere.  She  got  him  appointed  to  Saneerre 
as  sous-prefet,  promising  to  secure  his  promotion.  Some 
acute  observers  asserted  that  the  Viscount  had  pretended 
to  be  in  love,  so  as  to  be  made  prefet.  knowing  how  deeply 
the  Marquise  hated  the  name  of  Crevin  Others,  on  the  other 
hand,  remarked  on  the  coincidence  of  the  Vicomte  de  Charge- 
biiufs  visits  to  Paris  with  those  made  by  Madame  Beauvisage 
under  the  mo.^t  trivial  pretexts.  An  impartial  historian 
would  find  it  very  dillicult  to  form  an  opinion  as  to  facts 
thus  enwrapped  in  the  mystery  of  private  life. 

A  single  circumstance  seemed  to  turn  the  scale  in  favor 
of  scandal.  Cecile  Henee  Beauvisage  was  born  in  IS'iO, 
when  Monsieur  de  Chargekeuf  was  leaving  Arcis,  and  one  of 
the  sous-prefet's  names  was  Rene.  The  name  was  given 
her  by  the  Comte  de  Oondreville.  her  godfather.  If  the 
mother  had  rai.eed  any  objection  to  her  child's  having  that 
name,  she  might  possildy  have  confirmed  these  suspicions; 
and  as  the  world  must  always  be  in  the  right,  this  was  sup- 
posed to  be  a  little  bit  of  mis-liief  on  the  part  of  the  old 
peer.  Madame  Keller,  the  Count's  daughter,  was  the  god- 
mother, and  her  name  was  Lecile. 

As  to  Cecile  Renee  Beauvisage's  face,  the  likeness  is  strik- 
ing I — not  to  her  father  or  her  mollur;  as  time  goes  on,  she 
has  become  the  living  image  of  the  Viscounr,  even  to  his 
aristocratic  manner.     This  likene.«s,  moral  and  physical,  has 
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however  oscapcl  (lir  k.Mi  of  the  f^.....!  f„lks  ,.f  Arcis,  for  the 
V  icomtc  never  ri'tunuMl  tliiTc. 

At  any  nitc.  Sevcriiic  niado  I'liik'as  hapi)v  in  liis  own  way. 
Ho  was  foiul  of  fro„d  liviii^r  ;„,(]  tlio  coniiforts  of  life;  ?lie 
gave  him  the  fhoicest  winos,  a  tahlc  (it  for  a  bishop,  catered 
for  hy  the  best  eook  in  the  department;  hiil  she  ina(h>  no 
disphiy  of  luxury,  keeping  house  in  the  stvh'  retpiired  bv 
the  i)iain  citizens  of  Arcis.  It  was  a  savin^r  at  Arcis  that 
you  shouhl  (lino  with  Ma(hinie  Eeauvisaj,'e,  and  spend  the 
evening,'  with  Madame  Marion. 

The  importance  to  which  tlu'  House  of  ('inr|-Cv<Tne  was  at 
once  raised  hy  tlie  Kestoration  had  naturallv  li<?htencd  the 
bonds  that  held  together  all  the  families  in  the  district  who 
had  been  in  any  way  concerned  in  the  trial  as  to  the  temporary 
di-sappearance  of  (JondreviUe.  T'  Marions  the  Grevin« 
and  the  (ii-uets  hehl  together  all  ilic  more  closelv  because^ 
to  secure  the  triumph  of  their  so-called  constitutional  party 
at  the  coming  elections,  harmonious  co-operation  would  be 
necessary. 

Sevcrine.  of  aforethought,  kept  Bcauvisa!,'e  busy  with  his 
hosiery  trade,  from  which  any  otiier  man  mi-Ju  have  retired 
sending  liim  to  Paris  or  about  the  country  on  business  In- 
deed, till  1830,  Phib'.as.  who  thus  found 'work  for  his  bump 
of  acquisitiveness,  earned  every  vear  as  much  as  ho  spent  be- 
sides the  interest  on  his  capital,  while  taking  things  easy 
and  doing  his  work  ///  sUiipcr.'^.  as  thev  s.iv.  Ilence.  the  in- 
terest and  fortune  of  .Monsieur  and  .Aladame  H.auvisage,  in- 
vested for  fifteen  years  past  by  the  constant  care  of '  old 
Grevin,  would  amount,  in  ]S;lo,  to  five  hun.lred  thousand 
francs.  This,  in  fact,  was  at  that  time  Ceciie's  marria-e- 
portion  :  and  the  old  notary  invested  it  in  three  and  a  half  per 
cents  bought  at  fifty,  and  so  yielding  thirty  thousand  francs 
a  year.  So  no  one  was  mistaken  when  estimating  the  fortune 
of  the  Beauvisages  at  a  guess  at  eighty  thousand  francs  a 
year. 

In  1830  they  sold  the  business  to  Jean  Violette,  one  of 
their  agents,   the  grandson  of  one  of  the  most  important 
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witnesses  for  the  prosecutiim  in  tlu-  Siinouse  trial,  and  had 
invested  tlie  purohase-money,  fstiniatt'd  at  tliree  liundred 
!iiMU~aiid  francs.  And  .Monsieur  and  Madame  Heaiivisa<:o 
iiad  still  in  prospeet  tiie  numey  that  would  come  to  tliem  from 
.,li|  (irevin  and  from  the  olil  farnierV  widow,  eaeh  supposed 
In  lie  wortli  liftoen  to  twenty  thousand  francs  a  year. 

'i'hese  fjreat  provincial  fortunes  are  the  product  of  time 
multiplied  hv  economy.  Thirty  years  of  old  a<,'o  arc  in 
ilieiii-elves  a  capital.  Even  if  they  gave  Cecile  a  portion  of 
llfty  thousand  francs  a  year,  Monsieur  and  Madame  Beau- 
visage  would  still  inherit  two  fortunes,  hesides  keeping  thirty 
tiiousand  franc?  a  year  and  their  house  at  Arcis. 

A.-  .>;oon  as  the  old  Maniuise  de  Cinq-Cygne  should  die, 
Cecile  w(nild  be  an  acceptable  match  for  the  young  Manpiis; 
l,ut  that  lady's  health— strong,  and  almost  handsome  still 
at  the  age  of  sixty — negatived  any  such  hope,  if,  indeed,  it 
liad  ever  entered  into  the  mind  of  (irevin  and  his  daughter, 
as  some  persons  asserted  who  were  surprised  at  the  rejection 
of  suitors  so  eligible  as  the  sous-prefet  and  the  public  pros- 
ecutor. 

The  house  built  by  Beanvisage,  one  of  the  handsomest  in 
Arcis.  stands  in  the  Place  du  Pont,  in  a  lino  with  the  Rue 
Vide-Hourse.  and  at  the  corner  of  the  Rue  du  Pont,  which 
slopes  uj)  to  the  Church  Sipiare.  Though,  like  many- 
provincial  town-houses,  it  has  neither  forecourt  nor  garden, 
it  lias  a  rather  good  effect  in  spite  of  some  bad  taste  in  the 
decorations.  The  house  door — a  double  door — opens  from 
llie  street.  The  windows  on  the  ground  floor  overlook  the 
I'nstc  inn,  on  the  street  side,  and  on  the  side  towards  the 
Scpiare  have  a  view  of  the  picturesque  reaches  of  the  Aube, 
which  is  navigable  below  this  bridge.  On  the  other  side 
of  the  bridge  is  a  corresponding  place  or  square.  Here 
<tood  Monsieur  Grevin's  house,  and  here  begins  the  road  to 
Sezanne. 

The  Maison  Beanvisage,  carefully  painted  white,  might 
pass  for  being  built  of  stone.  The  height  of  the  windows, 
and  the  enriched  outside  mouldings,  contribute  to  give  the 
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building  u  certain  t^tylo,  i-iiliancod,  no  doubt,  by  the  poverty- 
stricken  iiii|K'arun(i'  of  nio^t  of  the  Iiouscs  in  tlio  town,  con- 
structed as  tlu y  arc  of  tiriilier,  and  coated  with  stucco  made 
to  imitate  t-to.ie.  Siill,  (M'h  these  dwelling's  liave  a  stamp 
of  originality,  since  ea(  h  architect,  or  cadi  owner,  has  exerted 
his  ingenuity  to  solve  the  problems  of  this  mode  of  con- 
struct ion. 

On  eaeh  of  the  open  s])aces  at  cither  end  of  the  bridge, 
an  example  may  be  seen  of  this  peculiar  urchitecture.  In 
the  midille  of  the  row  of  lioii>es  in  the  square,  to  tlic  left 
of  the  Maison  Ik'auvisage,  may  be;  <vv]i  the  frail  shop — the 
walls  painted  plum-color,  and  the  woodwork  green — occupied 
by  Jean  Violette,  grand>on  of  the  famous  farmer  of  (irouage, 
one  of  the  chief  witnes,-es  in  the  case  of  the  semitor's  dis- 
appearance: to  him,  in  !s;iO.  Beauvi^ago  had  made  over  his 
connection  and  his  st<xk-in-trade,  and,  it  was  lid,  had  lent 
him  capital. 

The  bridge  of  Arcis  is  of  timber.  At  al)out  a  hundred 
yards  above  this  bridge  the  current  is  checked  by  another 
bridge  supporting  tlie  tall  wooden  buildings  of  a  mill  with 
several  wheels.  The  space  between  the  road  bridge  and  this 
private  dam  forms  a  p(K)l,  on  each  side  of  which  stand  some 
good  houses.  Through  a  ga|>,  and  over  the  roofs,  the  hill 
is  seen  where  stands  the  Chateau  dWrcis,  with  its  gardens, 
its  paddiuk.  its  surrounding  walls  and  trees,  commanding 
the  upper  river  of  the  Aube  and  the  poor  meadows  of  the  left 
bank. 

The  noise  of  the  water  tumbling  over  the  dam  behind  the 
foot-brid;:e  to  the  mills,  and  the  luun  of  the  wheels  as  they 
thrash  tln'  water  ere  it  falls  into  the  pool  in  cascades,  make 
the  street  above  the  bridge  quite  lively,  in  contrast  with  the 
silciu'c  of  the  stream  when-  it  flows  helow  between  Monsieur 
Grevin's  garden,  his  house  being  next  to  the  bridge  on  th(> 
left  bank,  and  the  (piay  on  the  right  bank,  where  boats  unload, 
in  front  of  a  row  of  poor  hut  picturescpie  houses.  The  .Aube 
meanders  in  the  distance  between  trees,  singlv  or  in  group-. 
tall  or  stumpy,  and  of  various  kinds,  according  to  the  caprice 
of  the  residents. 
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The  character  of  tliu  buildings  is  so  various  tlmt  tlic  toun.-t 
iiiif^lit  fiiul  II  specimen  reprcK'ntative  of  every  country.  On 
tlie  nortli  siile  of  the  pool,  wliere  (luck.s  sjxjrt  and  ^'obhle  in 
the  water,  tliero  is,  for  in.<tance,  an  almost  i-outhern-lookin^ 
house  with  an  incurved  roof  covered  with  pan-tiles,  such  as 
arc  used  in  Italy;  on  one  i^ide  of  it  is  a  small  {garden  plot  on 
tlie  fjuay  in  which  vines  grow  over  a  trellis,  and  two  or  thn-e 
trees.  It  recalls  some  corner  of  Ronu-,  where,  on  the  hanks 
of  the  Tiber,  houses  of  this  type  may  be  seen.  Opposite,  on 
the  other  sliore,  is  a  large  dwelling  with  a  pent-hou.-e  roof 
iind  balconies  like  those  of  a  Swiss  clialct;  to  comi)Iete  the 
illii>ion,  between  it  and  the  weir  lies  a  wide  meadow,  planted 
with  poplars  on  each  side  of  a  narrow  graveled  path.  And, 
crowning  the  town,  the  buildings  of  the  chateau,  looking  all 
tlie  more  imposing  as  it  stands  up  amid  such  frail  structures, 
seem  to  represent  the  grandeur  of  the  old  French  aristocracy. 

Though  the  two  squares  at  the  ends  of  the  bridge  are  in- 
itTsected  by  the  Sezanne  road,  an  altominable  r  lad  too,  and 
very  ill  kept,  and  though  they  are  the  liveliest  spots  in  the 
town — for  the  ollices  of  tlie  Justice  of  the  I'eace  and  of  the 
Mayor  of  Arcis  are  both  in  the  Rue  Vide-Bourse — a  Parisian 
would  think  the  place  strangely  rustic  and  deserted.  The 
landscape  is  altogether  artless;  standing  on  the  .sfjuare  by  the 
bridge,  opposite  the  I'ostc  inn,  a  farmyard  pump  is  to  be 
M'cn;  to  be  sure,  for  nearly  half  a  century  a  similar  one 
tnnimanded  our  admiration  in  the  grand  courtyard  of  the 
Louvre. 

N'othing  can  more  aptly  illustrate  provincial  life  than  the 
utter  silence  that  reigns  in  th  <  little  town,  even  in  its  busiest 
•  juarter.  It  may  easily  be  sup[)osed  how  agitating  is  the 
presence  of  a  stranger,  even  if  he  stays  but  half  a  day,  and 
wliat  eager  faces  lean  from  every  window  to  watch  him  :  and, 
I  lien,  picture  the  chronic  espionage  exercised  by  the  residents 
"Ver  each  other.  Life  beconu'S  so  nearly  monastic  that  e.\- 
ii'piing  on  Sundays  and  fete-days,  a  visitor  will  not 
meet  a  creature  on  the  Boulevards  or  in  the  Avenue  des 
Soupirs — nowhere,  in  short,  not  even  in  the  streets. 
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It  will  now  l,c  (iliMoii-  uiiy  the  front  of  M  )ii«i(Mir  Rt'iiu- 
visagf's  house  uii-  in  a  liiif  wilh  iln'  -trcft  a-'l  tin-  sfiiiarc: 
the  Miuarr  .-crvid  a-  a  foici-oiirt.  .\»  ho  sal  ;  ;  tho  window. 
the  retired  lio-ier  (onid  i.'<l  a  rakinu'  ^ '"W  of  the  Chiinh 
Square,  of  tho~e  :it  the  I  Wo  eieU  "f  \\]i-  hnd;,e.  an<l  of  the 
Sezanne  road.  lie  emhl  -ee  tiie  coai  hev  mid  travelers  arrive 
at  the  Ili'ilil  ilr  hi  I'nslr.  And  oM  dav-  when  thi'  Court  was 
sittinjr,  he  couhl  -.c  the  -wv  \\\  ipont  of  ilie  .lustiec-houso 
and  the  Mairie.  And  iiideiij.  JMauvisaire  w  mhl  not  have 
oxchanged  iii-  iioM-e  foi'  tite  iii.*i!eau  in  spiti  of  it-^  lordly 
rt[)])earanee,  its  stone  masonry.  a;id  its  eoininandin_:  posi- 
tion. 

On  entering  the  house,  you  found  your-elf  in  a  hall,  anil 
faciii;^  a  staircase  lie\oiid.  (»ii  the  n;_dit  was  a  larLTi'  draw- 
iiij,'-rooni.  with  two  windows  to  ihe  sipiare.  on  tlie  left  a 
handsoiuo  diniiiir-rooni  lookin;,'  on  to  the  street.  The  hed- 
rooiiis  were  lui  the  lir-t   tlonp. 

In  spile  of  their  wealth,  the  Reauvisajro  1  ousohold  oon- 
si.-ted  of  the  cook  and  a  liou-eiuaid.  a  |)ea>a:'t  woman  who 
washed,  ironed,  and  cleaned,  not  often  heini:  rcipiired  to  wait 
on  niadaine  ami  mademoiselle,  wh.o  waited  on  each  other  to 
fill  up  their  time.  Since  the  hosiery  luisiness  had  heen  sold, 
the  horse  and  trap,  formerly  used  by  I'liileas,  and  kept  at 
the  inn,  had  also  heen  disposed  of. 


Just  as  Phileas  went  in,  his  wife,  who  had  heen  informed 
of  the  resolution  pa^cd  at  the  ineeim;:.  had  |hiI  lUi  her  hoots 
ami  her  shawl  to  call  on  her  fatliei".  for  -he  ri,<rhlly  <ruessed 
that  in  the  cniirse  of  the  eveiiinu''  Madann'  Marion  would 
throw  out  some  hints  preliminary  to  proposing:  Simon  for 
Cecile. 

After  ti'llin^'  her  ahout  Charles  Keller's  death.  Phileas 
asked  her  opiiu.,n  with  a  simplicily  that  proved  a  hahit  i>f 
rcspectiiiLr  Severiiie"s  views  on  nil  suhjects. 

"What  do  you  say  to  that,  wife?"  said  he,  and  then  sat 
down  to  await  her  reply. 

In   18;{li   .Madame   |'.eauvisa>rc.  ih<iu_>:h   foiy-four  years  of 
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;ljri',     -till     loiik.d     ^11     MilllKl.     'llMl      -\\r     ini;.'lll      liavi'     liriMi     tlu' 

■■■loiihlf"  (if  M.HlniiuiM  lie  .Miir.«.  it"  llu-  rriiilcr  cini  riiiiciiihiT 
ilic  iiiii.-I  cli.i  miti;.'  ('('liiiiiiii-  r\ir  -iiii  oil  the  stap'  of  the 
f-'Miiriii^  lit'  may  t'l.fiii  an  r\.i(  t  hIci  .if  Si''\i'riiu'  I><';r.ivisa_'i-. 
I  ;iiT<-  were  in  holli  tin  -ani''  idiiinliic^^  of  foftii,  tlic  suiiie 
Im  liitiful  ffnturo.  flic  .-aiiu'  tini.-lnd  onilino;  Iml  tlu'  lu.i-ici'V 
uif'  .:  '■  too  -iimt.  aial  lhu«  nn  >«  ■!  tlir  iliu'inflcd  ^'racf,  tlic 
ccKjijcit  i-h  air  /;  In  >i'i-i<ni' .  wim  h  cluiH  in  tli<'  im  nmrv  of 
llio.-c  whu  \in\f  lived  ilii'<iii'.:li  the  i''.iii|iii'('  and  tiif  Kr.-tora- 
in'n.  And  iLrn  proNii.cial  liiil>il>,  and  the  carclo.-  way  of 
(]ii->iii^r  wliirh  SivcriiK'  had  all'iurd  Iici-'lf  to  drift  into  for 
ii  n  \rar.-  |)a>t.  ;;a\('  a  coinMiun  lonk  to  that  liand-nnif  prolih' 
iiid  tint'  fcattiri's,  atid  .-he  'lad  ^'I'ow  n  ^to^lt,  which  disti>.'urcd 
wli.ii  for  the  llr.-t  tudvc  \car>  of  ii(  i-  married  life  had  hccn 
nail  a  niairninccnt  jht^oii.  Scvcriiic".-  itniicrfcrtions  were 
rcdccriictl  by  a  i|tU'(.'nly  •.dance,  full  of  pride  and  (•c)in[iiaiid, 
and  !'"■  a  tui'i!  of  the  head  thai  a.--erled  her  di^rnily.  Her 
hair.  Mill  black,  hinj:,  and  tiiuk,  iT'iwninj,'  \wr  head  with  ii 
hioad  jdait.  j;a\c  her  a  Nwnthl'nl  hink.  Her  shoulders  and 
iM.-.iia  \v«»re  as  white  as  sno',. .  but  all  Um  full  and  pntTv,  spoil- 
ni;:  the  lines  <d"  the  throat,  and  making'  it  loo  short.  Her 
arm-,  too  stout  and  dimpled,  elided  in  liands  wliich,  thou^di 
pretiv  and  small,  were  [,h,  plump.  She  wa>  sn  overfull  of 
life  and  hcaltii.  that  the  tle.-li.  in  -pite  of  all  her  care,  made 
a  little  roll  above  hi  r  shoe.  .\  pair  of  earrinirs  witlioiit 
pendants,  each  wortli  a  tliousand  crowns,  adorned  her  ears. 

She  had  on  a  lace  cap  with  pink  ribbons,  a  morninj;  <io\vn 
tif  DKJUssrlinr  dr  Iniiir,  striped  in  pink  and  ;rrav.  and  trimmed 
with  irrecTi.  opeiiinix  o\cr  a  petticoat  with  a  narrow  frill  of 
\  aleiicienncs  cdL^in;:.  and  a  irrei^n  Indian  »hawl.  of  which  the 
])oint  hiiiifr  to  the  irround.  Her  I'eet  did  not  >eem  comfortable 
in  their  bronze  kid  lionts. 

■■You  cannot  be  so  liunLrrv."  <aid  ^he.  lookinL'  at  her  hus- 
band, "hut  that  yon  can  wail  half  an  hour.  Mv  father  will 
have  fini>hed  dinner,  but  I  cannor  eat  mine  in  comfort  till 
1  know  what  he  think>.  and  whether  wo  ou^'ht  to  go  out  to 
Gondrevilh" " 
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"Yes,  ycp,  go,  mv  dear;  I  can  wait."  said  the  hosier. 

''Blesii  mo  !  shall  I  never  cure  you  of  addressing  me  as  tu?"* 
she  exclaimed,  with  a  meaning  shrug. 

"I  have  never  done  so  in  company  l)y  anv  chance — since 
181  r,"  replied  Phileas. 

"But  ynu  constantly  do  so  hefore  your  daughter  and  the 
servants '' 

"As  you  please,  Severine,"  said  Beauvisage  dejectedly. 

"Above  all  things,  do  not  say  a  word  to  Ceeile  about  the 
resolution  of  the  electors,"  added  Madame  Benuvi.age,  who 
was  looking  at  herself  in  the  glass  while  arranging  her 
shawl. 

"Shall  I  go  with  you  to  see  your  father?"  asked  Phileas. 

"No;  stay  with  Cccile. — Besides,  Jean  Violette  is  to  call 
to-day  to  pay  the  rest  of  the  money  he  owes  you.  Hi- 
will  bring  you  his  twenty  thousand  francs.  This  \< 
the  third  time  he  has  asked  for  three  months'  grace;  grant 
him  no  more  time,  and  if  he  cannot  pay  up,  take  his  note  of 
hand  to  Courtet  the  bailiff;  we  must  do  things  regularly, 
and  apply  to  the  Court.  Achille  Pigoult  will  tell  you  how  to 
get  the  money.  That  Violette  is  the  worthy  descendant  of 
his  grandfather!  I  believe  him  quite  capable  of  making 
money  out  of  a  bankruptcy.  He  has  no  sense  of  honor  or 
justice." 

"He  is  a  very  clever  fellow,"  said  Beauvisage. 

"You  handed  over  to  him  a  connection  and  stock-in-trade 
that  were  well  worth  fifty  thousand  francs  for  thirty  thou- 
sand, and  in  eight  years  he  has  only  paid  you  ten  thou- 
sand  " 

"I  never  had  the  law  of  any  man,"  replied  Beauvisage, 
"and  would  rather  lose  my  money  than  torment  the  poor 
fellow " 

".\  poor  fellow  who  is  making  a  fool  of  you." 

Beauvisage  was  silent.  Finding  nothing  to  say  in  reply 
to  this  brutal  remark,  he  stared  at  the  drawing-room  floor. 

*  Tu  (thou)  instead  of  vou*  (you)  is  used  in  domestic  and  familiar  Intercourse.— 
Tran^ator. 
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The  gradual  extinction  of  Beauvisage's  intellect  was  per- 
haps due  to  too  much  sleep.  He  was  in  bed  every  night  by 
(■ii.^lit  o'clock,  and  remained  there  till  eight  next  morning, 
and  for  twenty  yeais  had  slept  lor  twelve  hours  on  end  with- 
out ever  waking;  or,  if  such  a  serious  event  should  su[)ervene, 
it  was  to  him  the  most  extraordinary  fact — he  would  talk 
about  it  all  day.  He  then  spent  about  an  hour  dressing,  for 
his  wife  had  drilled  him  into  never  appearing  in  her  presence 
at  breakfast  till  he  was  shaved,  washed,  and  properly  dressed. 

When  he  was  in  business  he  went  olT  after  breakfast  to 
attend  to  it,  and  did  not  come  in  till  dinner-time.  Since 
IS'^'i  he  would  call  on  his  father-in-law  instead,  and  take  a 
walk,  or  pay  visits  in  the  town.  He  always  was  seen  in  boots, 
blue  cloth  trousers,  a  white  waistcoat,  and  a  blue  coat,  the 
dress  insisted  on  by  his  wife.  His  linen  was  exquisitely  fine 
and  white,  Severine  requiring  him  to  have  a  clean  shirt  every 
day.  This  care  of  his  person,  so  unusual  in  the  country,  con- 
tributed to  the  respect  in  which  he  was  held,  as  in  Paris  we 
remark  a  man  of  fashion. 

Thus  the  outer  man  of  this  worthy  and  solemn  night-cap 
seller  denoted  a  person  of  worship;  and  his  wife  was  too 
shrewd  ever  to  have  said  a  word  that  cc  }  let  the  public  of 
Arcis  into  the  secret  of  her  disap])()intnuiit  and  of  her  hus- 
band's ineptitude;  while  he,  by  dint  of  smiles,  ol  'quious 
speeches,  and  airs  of  wealth,  passed  muster  as  a  man  of  great 
importance.  It  was  reported  that  Severine  was  so  jealous 
that  she  would  not  allow  him  to  go  out  in  the  evening,  while 
I'hileas  was  expressing  roses  and  lilies  for  his  complexion 
under  the  weight  of  blissful  slumbers. 

Beauvisage,  whose  life  was  quite  to  his  mind,  cared  for 
by  his  wife,  well  served  by  the  two  maids,  and  petted  by  his 
daughter,  declared  himself — and  was — the  happiest  man  in 
.\rcis.  Severine's  feeling  for  her  commonplace  husband  was 
not  without  the  hue  of  protective  pity  that  a  mother  feels 
f(ir  her  children.  She  disguised  the  stern  remarks  she  felt 
called  upon  to  make  to  him  under  a  jesting  tone.  There  was 
not  a  more  peaceful  household;  and  I'hileas'  dislike  to  cora- 
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pany,  which  pent  him  to  sleop,  as  ho  could  not  phiy  any 
games  of  cards,  had  h't't  Scvcrino  free  to  dispose  of  her  even- 
ings. 

Cecile's  entrance  put  an  end  to  her  father's  embarrass- 
ment.    He  looked  up. 

"How  fine  you  are!"  he  exclaimed. 

Madame  Beauvisaj,a'  tunu'il  round  sharply  with  a  piercing 
look  at  her  ilauLfhter.  wlio  lihislicd  under  it. 

"Why,  Cecilel  who  told  you  to  dress  up  in  that  style?" 
asked  the  mother. 

"Are  we  not  goiiii,'  to  ^^adame  Marion's  this  evening?  I 
dressed  to  see  how  my  gown  tits." 

"Cecile,  Cecilel"  said  Srverine,  "why  try  to  deceive  your 
mother?  It  is  not  right;  1  am  nnt  pleased  with  you.  You 
are  trying  to  hide  sonu'thing " 

"Why,  what  has  she  done?"  asked  Beauvisage,  enchanted 
to  see  his  daughter  so  fresh  and  smart. 

"What  has  she  done?  I  will  tell  her,"  said  the  mother, 
threatening  her  only  child  with  an  ominous  finger. 

Cccile  threw  her  arms  round  her  mother's  neck,  hugged 
and  petted  her,  which,  in  an  only  child,  is  a  sure  way  of 
winning  the  day. 

Cecile  Beauvisage,  a  young  lady  of  nineteen,  had  dressed 
herself  in  a  pale  gray  silk  frock,  trimmed  with  hramlcnhurgs 
of  a  darker  shade  to  look  in  front  like  a  coat.  The  body, 
with  its  buttons  and  jocki'y  tails,  formed  a  point  in  front,  and 
laced  up  the  back,  like  stays.  This  sort  of  rurstct  fitted  ex- 
actly to  the  line  of  the  back,  hips  and  bust.  The  skirt,  with 
three  rows  of  narrow  fringe,  hung  in  pretty  folds,  and  the 
cut  and  style  j)roclaimed  the  liaiui  of  a  Paris  dressmaker.  A 
light  handkerchief  trimmed  with  lace  was  worn  over  the  body. 
The  heiress  had  knotted  a  pink  kerchief  round  her  throat, 
and  wore  a  straw  hat  witii  a  moss  rose  in  it.  She  had  fitu? 
black  netted  mittens  and  lironze  kid  boots;  in  short,  but  for 
a  lertain  "Sunday-best"  elTect,  this  turnout,  as  of  a  figure 
in  a  fashiou-yilate.  could  not  fail  to  charm  her  father  and 
mother.     And  Cecile  was  a  pretty  girl,  of  medium  height, 
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and  well  proportioned.  Her  chotmit  hair  was  divssed  in 
the  fa.-hion  oi'  tiio  day,  in  two  thick  plaits,  fonniiii,'  loojis  on 
each  side  of  licr  face,  and  I'asttMU'd  up  at  tlic  l)ark  of  luT 
head.  II(T  fate.  l)ri,i:lit  witli  lu-altli.  had  the  aristocratic 
stamp  whiiji  she  iiad  imt  iidicrilcd  from  licr  fatiicr  or  her 
mother.  Tims  her  clear  brown  eyes  had  not  a  traic  of  the  soft, 
lalm.  almost  melancholy  lonk  m)  cnminon  in  youiif:  jjirls. 
Sprifihtlv.  (piick.  and  healthy.  Cecile  destroye<l  the  romantic 
east  <d'  her  features  by  a  sort  of  practical  homeliness  and  the 
freeilom  of  manner  often  .-een  in  .-poilt  children.  At  the 
same  time,  a  lnisi)and  wlio  shoidd  lie  ea|ial)le  of  recominenc- 
inif  her  education  and  ell'acin<;  the  traces  of  a  ])rovincial  life, 
nuffht  extract  a  cliarmin^  wonnui  from  this  rough-hewn 
marble. 

in  point  of  fact,  8everim'"s  pride  of  her  daugliter  had 
counteracted  the  effects  of  her  love  for  her.  Madame  Beau- 
visage  had  had  firmness  enough  to  bring  her  danglitvT  up 
well:  she  had  assumed  a  certain  severity  which  exacted  obedi- 
ence and  eradicated  the  little  evil  that  was  indigenous  in  the 
child's  soul.  The  mother  and  daughter  had  never  been  sepa- 
rated ;  and  Cecile  was  blessed  with  wliat  is  rarer  among  girls 
than  is  commoidy  supposed — perfect  and  unblemislied  purity 
of  mind,  innocence  of  heart,  and  genuine  guilelessness. 

•'Your  dress  is  highly  suggestive,"  said  Madame  Beavi- 
visage.  "Did  Simon  (Jiguet  say  anything  to  you  yesterday 
which  you  did  not  confide  t'  me?" 

"Well,  well  I"  said  I'hileas,  "a  man  who  is  to  bo  the  repre- 
sentative to  his  fellow-citizens " 

"My  dear  mamma."  said  Cecile  in  Iter  mother's  ear,  "he 
bores  me  to  death — but  there  is  not  anoth(r  man  in  .-VreisI" 

"Your  opinion  of  him  is  (piile  correct.  But  wait  till  we 
know  what  your  grandfather  thinks."  said  Mndame  Beau- 
visage,  embracing  iier  daughter,  whose  reply  betrayed  great 
good  sense,  thonixh  it  sliowed  that  her  innocence  liad  been 
tarnished  by  a  thought  of  marriage. 

^fonsieur  firevin's  ho-iso.  -situated  om  the  oppo-ite  bank 
of  the  river,  at  the  corner  of  the  little   IMace  bevond  the 
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bridge,  was  one  of  ♦he  oldest  in  tlie  town.  It  was  built  of 
wood,  the  intorptices  between  the  timbers  being  filled  up  with 
pebbles,  and  it  was  covered  with  a  smooth  coating  of  cement 
painted  stone-color.  In  spite  of  this  coquettish  artifice,  it 
looked,  all  the  same,  like  a  house  l)uilt  of  cards. 

The  garden,  lying  along  the  river  bank,  had  a  terrace  wall 
with  vases  for  tlower-pots. 

This  modest  dwelling,  with  its  stout  wooden  shutters 
painted  stone-color  like  the  walls,  was  furnished  with  a 
simplicity  to  correspond  with  the  exterior.  On  entering  you 
found  yourself  in  a  small  pebbled  courtyard,  divided  from  the 
garden  by  a  green  trellis.  On  the  ground  floor  the  old 
notary's  office  had  been  turned  into  a  drawing-room,  with 
windows  looking  out  on  llie  river  and  the  square,  furnished 
with  very  old  and  very  faded  green  T'trecht  velvet.  The  law- 
yer's study  was  now  his  dining-room.  Everything  bore  the 
stamp  of  the  owner,  the  philosophical  old  man  who  led  one 
of  those  lives  that  flow  like  tlie  waters  of  a  country  stream, 
the  envy  of  political  harlequins  when  at  last  their  eyes  are 
opened  to  the  vanity  of  social  distinctions,  and  when  they 
are  tired  of  a  mad  struggle  with  the  tide  of  human  affairs. 

While  Severine  is  making  her  way  across  the  bridge  to 
see  if  her  father  has  finished  his  dinner,  it  may  be  well  to 
give  a  few  minutes'  study  to  the  person,  the  life,  and  the 
opinions  of  the  old  man  whose  friendship  with  the  Comte 
Malin  de  Oondreville  secured  him  the  respect  of  the  whole 
neif^hborhood.  This  is  the  plain  unvarnished  tale  of  the 
notary  who  for  a  long  time  liad  been,  to  all  intents  and  pur- 
poses, the  only  notary  in  Arcis. 

In  178T  two  youths  set  out  from  Arcis  with  letters  of 
recommendation  to  a  menil)er  of  the  r.)uncil  named  Dan- 
ton.  This  famous  revohUionary  was  a  native  of  .-\rcis.  His 
house  is  still  shown,  and  his  family  still  lives  there.  This 
may  perhaps  account  for  the  influence  of  the  Revolution  be- 
ing so  strongly  felt  in  that  part  of  the  province. 

Danton  articled  his  young  fellow-rountrvmen  to  a  lawyer 
of  the  Chatelet,  who  became  famous  for  an  action  against 
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the  Comte  Morton  de  Chabrillant  concerning  his  box  at  the 
theatre  on  the  occasion  of  the  first  performance  of  the 
Manage  dc  Figaro,  when  the  Farlement  took  the  lawyer's 
t^ido  as  con>idering  itself  insulted  in  the  persun  of  its  legal 
representative. 

One  of  tlie  young  men  was  named  Malin,  and  the  other 
(irevin ;  each  v-  an  only  son.  Malin's  fatiicr  was  at  that 
time  the  ownci  ..i  tlie  house  in  which  (irevin  was  now  living. 
Thev  were  mutually  and  faithfully  attaclu'd.  Malin,  a 
shrewd  fellow,  with  good  brains  and  high  ambitions,  had  the 
gift  of  eloquence.  Grevin.  honest  and  hardworking,  made  it 
his  business  to  admire  Malin. 

They  returned  to  the  country  when  the  Revolution  began; 
Malin  as  a  pleader  at  Troves,  Grevin  to  be  a  notary  at  Arcis. 
Grevin,  always  Malin's  humble  servant,  got  him  returned  as 
deputv  to  the  Convention  ;  Malin  had  Grevin  appointed  pros- 
ecuting magistrate  at  Arcis.  Until  the  9th  Thermidor,  Malin 
remained  unknown;  he  always  voted  with  the  strong  to  crnsh 
the  weak;  but  Tallien  showed  him  the  necessity  for  crushing 
Robespierre.  Then  in  that  terrific  parliamentary  battle, 
Malin  distinguished  hims^J ;  he  showed  courage  at  the  right 
niomtnt. 

From  that  day  he  began  to  play  a  part  as  a  politician ;  he 
was  one  of  the  heroes  of  the  rank  ami  file;  he  deserted  from 
the  party  of  the  "Thermidoriens"  to  join  that  of  the  "("li- 
chyens,"  and  was  one  of  the  Council  of  Elders.  After  ally- 
ing himself  with  Talleyrand  and  Fouche  to  conspire  against 
Bonaparte,  he — with  thmi — became  one  of  Bonaparte's  most 
ardent  partisans  after  the  victory  of  Marengo.  Appointed 
tribune,  he  was  one  of  the  first  to  be  elected  to  tlie  Council 
of  State,  worked  at  tlie  revision  of  tlu'  Code,  and  was  soon 
promoted  to  senatorial  dignity  witli  the  title  of  Comte  de 
(Jondreville. 

This  was  the  political  side  of  their  career.  Now  for  the 
financial  side. 

Grevin  was  the  most  active  and  most  crafty  it-.strument 
of   the  Comte  de   Gondrevilles   fortune  in   the   district   of 
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Arcis.  The  estate  of  Gondreville  had  belonged  to  the 
Simeu.^o  i'ari:ily,  u  good  old  house  of  provincial  nobility, 
deciniati'd  In  tlio  guillotine,  of  which  the  two  surviving  heirs, 
both  young  soldiers,  were  serving  in  Conde's  army.  The 
estali'.  sold  as  nationalized  land,  was  purchased  by  Grevin  for 
Malin.  under  Marion's  name.  Grevin,  in  fact,  acquired  for 
his  friend  the  larger  part  of  the  Church  lands  sold  by  the 
IJcpubiic  in  tlio  department  of  the  Aube.  Malin  sent  the 
sums  necessary  for  tiie.^e  jmrchases,  not  forgetting  a  bonus  to 
the  agent.  When,  presently,  the  Directory  was  supreme — 
by  which  time  Malin  was  a  power  in  the  Republic — the  sales 
were  taken  up  in  his  name. 

Then  Grevin  was  a  notary,  and  Malin  in  the  Council  of 
State;  (irevin  became  Mayor  of  Arcis,  Malin  was  Senator 
and  Comte  de  Gondreville.  Malin  married  the  daughter  of 
a  millionaire  army-contractor;  Grevin  married  the  only 
daugliter  of  ^fonsiour  Varlct,  the  leading  doctor  in  Arcis. 
The  Comte  de  Gondreville  had  three  hundred  thousand  francs 
a  year,  a  fine  house  in  Paris,  and  the  splendid  chateau  of 
Gondreville.  One  of  his  daughters  married  a  Paris  banker, 
one  of  the  Kellers ;  the  other  became  the  wife  of  Marshal  the 
Due  de  Carigliano. 

Grevin,  a  rich  man  too,  with  fifteen  thousand  francs  a 
year,  owned  the  house  where  he  was  now  peacefully  ending 
his  days  in  strict  economy,  having  managed  his  friend's  busi- 
ness for  him,  and  bought  this  house  from  him  for  six  thou- 
sand francs.  Tiie  Comte  de  Gondreville  was  eighty  years  of 
age,  and  Grevin  seventy-six.  The  peer,  taking  his  walk  in 
his  park,  the  old  notary  in  what  had  been  that  peer's  father's 
garden,  each  in  his  warm  morning  wrapper,  hoarded  crown 
upon  crown.  Not  a  cloud  had  chequered  this  friendship  of 
sixty  years.  The  notary  had  always  been  subservient  to  the 
Member  of  the  Convention,  tlie  Councillor  of  State,  the  Sena- 
tor, the  Peer  of  France. 

After  tlie  Revolution  of  Julv,  Malin,  being  in  Arcis,  had 
said  to  Grevin : 

"Would  you  care  to  have  the  Cross?"  (of  the  Legion  of 
Honor). 
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"Ai(l  wliat  would  I  (io  with  it?"  rei)licd  (Irovin. 

XcitluT  had  ever  faih'd  the  othiT.  Thi'V  had  always  ad- 
vi^(•(l  and  iiifuniicd  each  other  without  envy  on  one  side  or 
,irrii,u'ance  or  ofTeiisive  airs  on  tlie  other.  Malin  had  alwavs 
liccii  obliged  to  do  his  iK's^t  for  (irevin,  for  all  (Irovin's  pride 
was  in  the  Conite  de  Gondreviile.  (irevin  was  as  much  the 
Conite  de  Gondreviile  as  Malin  himself.  At  the  same  time. 
^in^•<•  the  Revolution  of  July,  when  Grevin,  already  an  ohl 
man,  had  given  up  the  management  of  the  Count's  affairs, 
and  when  the  Count,  failing  from  age  and  from  the  part  he 
had  played  in  so  many  political  storms,  was  settling  down  to 
a  (luiet  life,  the  old  men — sure  of  each  other's  regard,  out  no 
longer  needing  each  other's  help — had  met  but  rarely.  On 
his  way  to  his  country  place  or  on  his  return  journey  to 
Paris,  the  Count  would  call  on  Grevin,  who  paid  the  Count  a 
visit  or  two  while  he  was  at  Gondreviile. 

Their  children  were  scarcely  acquainted.  Xeither  Ma- 
dame Keller,  nor  the  Duchesse  de  Carigliano,  had  ever  formed 
any  intimacy  with  Mademoiselle  Grevin  either  before  or  since 
her  marriage  to  Bcauvisage  the  hosier.  This  scorn,  whether 
apparent  or  real,  greatly  puzzled  Severine.  Grevin,  as  ^layor 
of  Arcis  under  the  Empire,  a  man  kind  and  helpful  to  all, 
had.  in  the  exercise  of  his  power,  conciliated  and  overcome 
many  difficulties.  His  good  humor,  bluntness,  and  honesty 
had  won  the  regard  and  affection  of  his  district;  and  besides, 
tverybody  respected  him  as  a  man  who  could  command  the 
favor,  the  power,  and  the  influence  of  the  Comte  de  Gondre- 
viile. 

By  this  time,  however,  when  the  notary's  active  participa- 
tion in  public  business  was  a  thing  of  the  past,  when  for  eight 
years  he  had  been  almost  forgotten  in  the  town  of  Arcis,  and 
his  death  might  be  expected  any  day,  Grevin.  like  his  old 
friend  Malin,  vegetated  rather  than  lived.  Tie  never  went 
beyond  his  garden  ;  he  grew  his  flowers,  pruned  his  trees,  in- 
spected his  vegetables  and  his  grafts — like  all  old  men.  he 
seemed  to  practise  being  a  corpse.  FTis  life  was  as  regular 
as  clockwork.     Like  his  friend  Colonel  Giguet,  he  was  up 


:^l 


:-.-•.«  ..    .-.    '.<:■::' 


mi 


60 


TUE  MEMKEK  KOR  ARC  IS 


with  tlio  sun  and  in  bed  before  nine;  he  was  as  frugal  as  a 
miser,  and  drunk  very  little  wine — but  it  was  the  best.  He 
allowed  hinisolf  colTce,  but  never  touched  liqueurs,  and  took 
no  exercise  but  that  involved  in  gardening. 

la  all  weathers  he  wore  the  same  clothes:  heavy  shoes, 
oiled  to  keep  out  the  wet,  loose  worsted  stockings,  thick  gray 
flannel  trousers  strapped  round  the  waist,  without  braces;  a 
wide  waistcoat  of  thin  sky-blue  cloth  with  horn  buttons,  and 
a  coat  of  gray  flannel  to  match  the  trousers.  On  his  head 
he  wore  a  little  round  beaver-skin  cap,  which  he  never  took 
off  in  the  house.  In  the  summer  a  black  velvet  cap  took  the 
place  of  the  fur  cap,  and  lie  wore  an  iron-gray  cloth  coat  in- 
stead of  the  thick  llannel  one. 

He  was  of  medium  height,  and  stout,  as  a  healthy  old  man 
should  be,  which  made  him  move  a  little  heavily;  his  pace 
was  slow,  as  is  natural  to  men  of  sedentary  habits.  Up  by 
daybreak,  he  made  the  most  careful  and  elaborate  toilet;  he 
shaved  himself,  he  walked  round  his  garden,  he  looked  at  the 
weather  and  consulted  the  barometer,  opening  the  drawing- 
room  shutters  himself.  He  hoed,  he  raked,  he  hunted  out  the 
caterpillars — he  would  always  llr.d  occupation  till  breakfast 
time.  After  breakfast  he  devoted  two  hours  to  digestion, 
thinking — of  heaven  knows  what.  Almost  every  day,  between 
two  and  five,  his  granddaughter  came  to  see  him,  sometimes 
brought  by  the  maid,  and  sometimes  by  her  mother. 

There  were  days  when  this  mechanical  routine  was  upset. 
He  had  to  receive  the  farmers'  rents,  and  payments  in  kind, 
to  be  at  once  resold  :  but  this  little  business  was  but  once  a 
month  on  a  market-day.  What  became  of  the  money?  No 
one  knew,  not  even  Severine  or  Cecile ;  on  that  point  Gr^vin 
was  as  mute  as  the  confessional.  Still,  all  the  old  man's  feel- 
ings had  in  the  end  centered  in  his  daughter  and  his  grand- 
child: he  really  loved  them  more  than  his  money. 

This  septuagenarian,  so  neat  in  his  person,  with  his  round 
face,  hi?  h;ild  forehead,  his  blue  eyes  and  thin  white  hair, 
had  a  tinge  of  despotism  in  his  temper,  as  me;,  have  when 
they  have  met  with  no  resistance  from  men  and  t-hings.     His 
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only  great  fault,  and  that  deeply  liidd.ii.  for  nothing  had 
,ver  called  it  into  play,  was  a  persi.stcU  and  terrible  vindic- 
nveness,  a  rancor  which  Maiiri  had  iscvcr  roused,  (iroviii 
had  always  been  at  Malins  service,  l.ut  lie  had  always  fou  id 
liim  gratifiil;  the  Count  had  lu-v.  r  liimiiliated  or  offended 
[lis  friend,  whose  nature  he  knew  thoroughly.  The  two  men 
<till  called  each  other  lu.  as  in  their  hoyliood.  and  still  affec- 
tionately shook  hands.  The  Senator  had  never  allowed  (in'vin 
to  feel  the  difference  in  their  positions;  he  always  antieipat'd 
the  witches  of  his  old  comrade,  and  offered  him  all.  knowing 
that  he  would  he  content  with  little,  (irevin,  uiio  was  de- 
voted to  classical  literature,  a  purist  in  ta-te,  and  i  good  '  iw- 
yer,  was  deeidy  and  widely  learned  in  legal  studies;  he  nad 
done  work  for  Malin  which  won  the  editor  of  the  Code  much 
honor  in  the  Council  of  State. 

Sevcrine  was  affectionately  attached  to  hi>r  faiher;  she  and 
her  daughter  never  left  the  making  of  his  linen  ♦o  any  one 
.'Ise.  They  knitted  his  winter  stockings,  and  watched  his 
health  with  minute  care.  And  Crevin  knew  that  no  tlu)ught 
of  self-interest  mingled  with  their  love  for  him;  a  possible 
inheritance  of  a  million  francs  would  not  dry  their  tears,  and 
old  men  are  keenly  alive  to  disinterested  affection.  Before 
leaving  the  good  man's  house,  every  day  Severine  or  Cecile  in- 
quired as  to  what  his  dinner  was  to  bo  next  day,  and  sent  him 
early  vegetables  from  market. 

Madame  Beauvisage  had  always  wished  that  her  father 
■should  introduce  her  at  the  Chateau  de  (iondreville  to  make 
acquaintance  with  the  Count's  daughters:  but  the  prudenc 
old  man  had  frequently  explaimd  to  her  how  ditlicult  it  would 
1)6  to  keep  up  any  connection  witli  the  Duchesse  de  Carigliano, 
who  lived  in  Paris,  and  seldom  came  to  Condrevilln,  or  with 
a  woman  of  fashion,  like  Madame  Keller,  when  she  herself 
had  a  hosier's  shop  at  Arcis. 

"Your  life  is  settled,"  said  Cirevin  to  liis  daughter.  "Place 
all  your  hopes  of  enjoyment  in  Ct'cih',  who,  wli.n  you  give 
up  business,  will  certainly  be  rich  enough  to  give  you  the  free 
and  handsome  style  of  living  that  you  deserve     Choose  a 
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soii-in-Iiiw  who  lia-  amliitiipii>  ami  braiiM.  and  thon  you  can 
sonit'  (lav  ^'o  til  Paris  and  li'avc  that  simpleton  Rcuuvisage 
here,  if  1  slioulil  live  Iomj,'  «'ii(iiij,'h  to  have  a  jrran (I son-in- 
law.  I  «  ill  stftT  you  over  the  sea  of  politics  as  1  stfcn'd  Malin, 
and  you  .-hall  ri-.'  as  hij,'h  as  the  Kellers." 

'I'lirse  wnrd>.  spi.kcii  hcfore  the  IJevolution  of  \H'M),  and 
one  year  after  the  old  notary  had  estaldishid  Imnself  in  his 
little  house,  account  for  his  calm  e.xist»'nce.  (Jrevin  wished 
to  live;  he  wished  to  start  his  dauj:hter,  his  ^'randdauj^hter, 
and  his  j.'reat-<rrandchildren  on  the  highroad  to  greatness. 
(Jrevin   was  aiiihitious  for  the  third  feneration. 

When  lie  made  that  speech  the  old  man  was  thinking  of 
seeing  (Vcile  married  to  Charles  Keller,  and  at  tiiis  moment 
ho  was  mourning  over  his  disappointed  hope.-:  he  did  not 
know  what  determination  to  come  to. 

He  had  no  connections  in  Paris  .society;  and  seeing  nobody 
el.so  whom  Cecih^  could  advantageously  nuirry  hut  the  young 
Marquis  do  Cinq-Cygne,  he  was  wondering  whether  by  sheer 
force  of  gold  he  miglit  not  smooth  away  the  ditliculties  raised 
by  the  Hevolution  of  July  between  the  l{oyali.sts  who  were 
faithful  to  their  principles  and  their  conquerors.  In  fact,  it 
seemed  to  hiin  that  there  would  be  so  little  chance  of  happi- 
ness for  ("ecilo  if  she  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  ^larquise  de 
Cinq-Cynge.  that  ho  made  up  his  mind  to  leave  it  to  time  to 
settle  matters — that  trusted  friend  of  the  aged.  He  hoped 
that  his  arch-enemy  the  Manjuise  might  die,  and  then  he 
thou;;ht  ho  could  capture  the  son  through  the  grandfather,  old 
Hauteserre,  who  was  living  with  them  at  C'inq-Cygne,  and 
whom  ho  knew  to  be  open  to  the  bribery  of  his  avarice.  If 
this  scheme  should  fail,  when  (\>cile  Beauvisage  should  be 
two-and-tvventy  with  no  hope  of  .euccess,  Grevin  would  consult 
his  friend  (londrevillo.  and  leave  him  to  find  her  a  husband 
in  I'aris.  in  accordance  with  her  taste  or  ambition,  among  the 
dukes  of  the  Knipire. 

Severine  found  her  father  sitting  on  a  wooden  bench  at 
the  end  of  his  terrace,  under  tlie  blossoming  lilacs,  and  tak- 
ing his  coflce,  for  it  was  half-j)ast  five.     She  saw  at  once  by 
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the  sorrowful  gra\ity  of  litr  futliors  c\jtn.'?r>u>n  that  lie  had 
luaiil  the  iR'vvs.  In  fact,  the  old  Count  had  sent  a  iiiaii- 
Miv.iiil  to  licg  iu>  frii'iid  to  go  to  luin.  llitluTlo,  (,iri'\iii 
had  I'tcn  uiuviliiiij;  to  encourage  las  daughter's  hopes;  hut 
iHiu,  III  the  eoiitliet  of  mingled  eon>idi  rations  llial  struggled 
Ml  hi^  sorrowful  mind,  his  secret  sliiqied  out. 

•"My  dear  child,"  said  he,  "I  had  (lr<  aiiu  d  nf  >'u  h  -jilciidid 
and  nohle  prospects  for  your  future  lil'e.  and  death  has  np-^l 
ilieiii  all.  C'eeile  might  have  heeii  the  \'iconite"e  K.'llei-; 
f(ir  Charles,  by  my  iininagement,  would  have  heesi  eli(  ted 
iiKiiiher  for  Arc'i.s,  and  he  would  certainly  some  day  have  sue- 
leeded  his  father  as  peer.  XeitluT  (iondreville  nor  Madame 
Keller,  his  daughter,  would  have  sneezed  at  Cecile's  si.\ty 
thuii«and  francs  a  year,  especially  with  the  ailded  prospect  of  a 
liundred  thou.sand  more  which  will  come  to  ynu  some  day. 
\(>n  could  have  lived  in  I'aris  with  your  daughter,  and  have 
iilaviii  your  part  as  mother-in-law  in  the  higher  spluri'.s  of 
jiower." 

.Madame  Beauvisage  nodded  approval. 

"lint  we  are  struck  down  by  the  blow  that  has  killed  this 
iliarining  young  man,  who  had  already  made  a  friend  of 
the  I'rinoe. — And  this  Simon  (iiguot,  who  is  pushing  forward 
nil  the  political  stage,  is  a  fool,  a  fool  of  the  worst  kind,  for 
he  lielieves  himself  an  eagle. — You  are  too  intimate  with  the 
(iiguets  and  the  Marion  family  to  refuse  the  alliance  without 
a  Lrreat  show  of  reason,  but  you  must  refuse " 

"We  are,  as  usual,  (juite  agreed,  my  dear  father." 

■".Ml  this  necessitates  my  going  to  .see  tiiy  old  friend  Malin  ; 
III  the  first  place,  to  comfort  him;  and  in  the  seci.nd  place, 
to  consult  him. — You  and  Cecilo  would  be  miserable  with  an 
old  family  of  the  Faubourg  Saint-(Jermain  ;  they  would  make 
vnii  feel  your  htinilile  birth  in  a  thousand  little  ways.  \\  liat 
we  must  look  out  for  is  one  of  Napoleon's  dukes  who  is  in 
want  of  money ;  then  we  can  get  a  fine  title  for  Cecile.  and  we 
will  tie  up  her  fortune. 

"You  can  say  that  1  have  arranged  for  the  disposal  if 
Cecile's  hand,  and  that  will  put  an  end  to  all  such  impertinent 
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proposals  as  Antonin  (ioulardV.     Little  Vinct  is  sure  to  come 
onvanl;  .n.    .,f  .1,  tl.o  .uuors  who  uUl  n.bble  a    herTr 

icctc.i  thruu.H.  lus  ,no,h..r  Mith  the  rhar^Jxrufs.     Buu'e  is 
U.0  ci.,  .,,       ,1  „ot  to  l,e  ,na>u.r,  and  he  is  vonn.  enou Jh    o 
m.'.kj'  l.T  I.ne  hu„;  he.ueen  the  two  vou  would  be  do"e"  for 
—I  Know  what  you  are,  my  ehild  !" 

-I  shall   feel   very  nuiel,  embarrassed  this  evening  at  the 
Marions     said  Sev.-riiie.  ^         ^^^ 

toZrr  '"'  ''"'""'  '""'  ^^''^""'  ^^"'■'•^"  *^*  ""'■     ^  ^-i"  talk 
"I  knew  that  you  w-er.-  plannin.ir  for  our  future,  dear  father 
but   I   had  no  nl.a  tl,at   .t  would   be  anvthinj,  so  brilHant  " 
^ul  M.ulame  Beauvisa,e,  taking  her  father's  hands  andi;;^ 

"I  have  planne.l  so  deeply,"  replied  (irevin,  "that  in  l,S3l  I 
bou.d,t    aj.ouso    you    know    very    well-the    Hotel    Beau- 

i^v  »l  11  L 

Ma.lame  T.^auvisage  starte.l  with  surprise  at  hearing  this 
well  kep    secret,  but  she  .l,d  not  interrupt  her  father     ^ 

It  Will  be  my  weddin-  gift,"  he  ad.led.     "I  let  it  in  1832 

0  some  EngHsh,  for  seven  years,  at  twentv-four    1  ou  and 

franes  a  year-a  good  stroke  of  business,  for  it  onlv   eosi 

mo  three  hundred  and  twenty-five  thousand,  and  iTa  e  go 

'^::^'il:^::::r'-''''--^  ti.  lease  is  out «:  ^ 

ctiotk>       Ihi.  !a..t  discovery  j.romised  su.  1,   splendor  in  the 

future  that  sue  was  dazzled. 

"If  .ny  father  takes  my  advice,"  said  she  to  herrelf   as  she 

recross..    ti,e  bridge   '-he  will  leave  the  propertv  onl      n  re 
eision   to  his  grandehihlren,  and    I  shall   have  the-life-in- 
ores t:  T  do  not   wish  that   my  daughter  and  her  h  sband 

should  turn  me  out  of  their  house;  they  shall  live  in  mte  " 

and  \rtZ;e   if""  ""  '"'"^^  ""'''  '^'"'"^  '■"  the  kitchen, 
ami   Madame   Iieauv,sage  was  sure  of  not   being  overheard 
sho  thought  ,t  well  to  give  Ceeiie  a  little  lecture  ' 
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"My  dear  child,"  said  .•^he,  "boiiave  this  evening  as  a  well- 
brouglit-up  girl  should;  and  hcaceforth  try  to  have  a  quiet 
reserved  manner;  do  not  chatter  too  free  uor  walk  about 
iilune  with  .Monsieur  lli;fuet,  or  Monsieur  •  vier  Vinet,  or 
the  Sous-prefet.  or  Monsieur  Martir-n  — or  anybody, 
in  short,  not  even  Aehille  I'igoult.  Vou  will  never  "marry 
any  ;.  ung  man  of  Arcis  or  of  the  department.  Your  fate 
will  be  to  shine  in  Paris.  You  shall  have  some  pretty  dresses 
for  every-day  wear,  to  accustom  you  to  being  elegant;  and  I 
will  try  to  bribe  some  waiting-woman  of  the  Duchesse  de 
.Maufrigneuse's  to  find  out  where  the  Prineesse  de  Cadignan 
and  the  Marquise  de  Cinq-Cygne  buy  their  things.  Oh,  we 
will  not  look  in  the  least  provincial !  You  must  practise  the 
piano  three  hours  a  day,  and  I  will  have  Moise  over  from 
Troycs  every  day  till  I  can  find  out  about  a  master  who  will 
come  from  Paris.  You  must  cultivate  all  your  talents, 
for  you  have  not  more  t'lan  a  year  before  you  at  most  be- 
fore getting  married.— So,  now,  I  have  warned  vou,  and  I 
shall  see  how  you  conduct  yourself  this  evening.  '  You  must 
keep  Simon  at  arm's  length  without  making  him  ridiculous." 
'•Be  quite  easy,  ma'am,  I  will  begin  at  once  to  adore  the 
Tiiknown." 

This  speech,  which  made  Madame  Bcauvisage  smile,  needs 
a  word  of  explanation. 

"Ah,  I  have  not  seen  him  yet,"  said  Phileas,  "but  every- 
body is  talking  of  him.  When  I  want  to  know  who  he  is, 
I  will  send  the  sergeant  or  Monsieur  Groslier  to  inspect  his 
passport." 

There  is  not  a  country  town  in  France  where  sooner  or 
later  the  Comedy  of  the  Stranger  is  not  played.  The  Stranger 
is  not  unfrequently  an  adventurer  who  takes  the  natives  in, 
;ind  goes  off,  carrying  with  him  a  woman's  reputation  or  a 
Jamily  cash-box.  More  often  he  is  really  a  stranger,  whose 
life  is  a  mystery  for  long  enough  to  ^t-t  the  town  talking 
of  his  acts  and  deeds. 

Xow,  the  possible  accession  of  Simon  (iiguet  to  representa- 
tive power  was  not  the  only  great  event  of  the  day.     The  at- 
S 
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l!."!!!'^!.'!,'  ^^'^  citizens  .)f  Areis  had  been  much  engaged  by  the 

"'"" '  '      "        ad  arrived   three  days 

he  first  Stranger  to 
own  was  tlie  chief 


proceedings  of  an   individuai    who  1 

previously,  and  who  was.  us  it  happened,  the  firsl  8t 


the  rising  generation.     II 


subject  of  conversat 


eiicc,   tlie   i'nk-i 


ion 


in  .very  family  circle,     lie 


log  that  had  dropjicd  from  the' clouds' into 
frogs 


was  the 
a  community  of 

The  position  of  Arcis-sur-Aube  sufyicientlv  accounts  for 
he  elFcct  that  the  advent  of  a  visitor  was  likclv  to  produce. 
\Mthin  six  leagues  from  Troves,  by  a  farm  called  La  lielle- 
Ltoile,  -,n  the  highway  from  i'aris,  a  country  road  turns  off 
leading  to  the  town  of  Anis.  acn.ss  the  wide  flats  where  the 
Neine  traces  a  narrow  green  valley,  shaded  with  poplars  in 
sharp  contrast  to  the  white  ciialkv  marl  of  the  soil  The  road 
from  Arcis  to  Tn.ycs  is  also  about  six  leagues  long,  and  forms 
he  c'l.ord  of  an  arc  with  Arcis  and  Tn.yes  at  either  .-nd,  so 

ff  V  ,  TT  7"''  ^'""'  ^''■'''''  ''  ^'y  >''^  ^•'•o^-road  turning 
off  by  La  He le-f:toile.  The  river  Auhe,  as  has  been  said 
IS  not  navigable  ab..ve  Arcis:  ami  >o  tins  town,  at  six  leag-ues 
from  he  main  road,  d,vul,.d  from  Troves  bv  a  monotonous 
eve  ,  lies  lost  in  a  desert,  as  it  wne.  wj,],  no  tralTir  or  trade 
by  land  or  water.  S.'.zann,..  at  .„„..  j.^^nies  from  Arcis 
on  the  other  si,].,  of  the  riv.r.  stands  on  a  hi^rhroad  which 
shortens,  by  eight  stages,  the  „ld  post  road  to  (Jermanv,  vm 
iroyes.  J  jius,  Arcis  is  i^olal,■.l ;  no  mails  pass  throndi  the 
town;  there  is  only  a  serv.e,.  of  coa.i.es  to  La  Relle-fitoile  on 
one  liand.  and  to  Troves  on  the  other. 

All  the  residents  know  eaeh  other,  and  thev  know  every 
commercial  traveler  wIk,  comes  on  huMne>s  from  the  Paris 
houses;  thu,«  as  m  every  small  town  ,n  a  similar  position, 
the  arrival  of  a  stran-T  m  Arcis  .ets  ..v.rv  tongue  wagging 
and  exoiies  every  imagination,  if  he  .^houh!  stav  more  than  twT) 
(lays  without  announcing  his  name  and  his  business 

-Vow.  win le  Arcis  was  still  stagnant Iv  peaceful,  three  .lavs 
before  that  on  which-by  the  fiat  of  the  creator  of  so  manv 
liction.s— tins  story  begins,  evervbodv  had  witness<-d  the  ar- 
rival, by  the  road  from  La   Belle-fiu.ile,  of  a  Stranger,  in 
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n  nent  tilbury,  driving  a  well-bred  liorse.  and  followed  by  a 
iifjor  no  bigj,'or  than  your  thumb,  mounted  on  a  siddle-horse. 
Tlic  foach  in  connection  with  the  mails  for  Troves  had 
i/roiight  from  La  Relle-fttoile  three  trunks  from  Paris,  with 
iio  name  on  them,  but  belonging  to  the  nowoom'T,  who  took 
moms  at  the  Mulct.  Everybody  in  Arcis  tliat  evening  sup- 
[luMd  that  this  individual  wanted  to  purchase  land  at  Arcis, 
;inil  he  was  spoken  of  in  many  family  councils  as  the  future 
"wner  of  the  chateau. 

The  tilbury,  the  traveler,  the  tiger,  and  the  steeds  all 
S'tiiicd  to  have  dropped  from  some  very  superior  .<ocial  sphere. 
I'hc  stranger,  who  was  tired  no  doubt,  remained  invisible; 
jxThaps  he  spent  part  of  his  time  in  scttMng  in  the  rooms 
hf  selected,  announcing  his  intention  of  remaining  some  little 
time.  He  insisted  on  seeing  where  ins  horses  wi>re  housed 
in  the  -tHhle,  and  was  exceedingly  particular;  thev  were  to 
he  kept  apart  from  those  belonging  to  the  inn.  i.nd  from  any 
that  might  arrive.  S<>  much  eccentric  care  led  tlie  host  of 
'he  }fulpt  to  the  conclusion  that  the  visitor  must  be  an  Eng- 
i  «hniiin. 

Oil  the  very  first  evening  .some  attempts  were  mad<>  on  the 
.\fnh'f  In  curious  inquirers;  but  no  information  was  to  be  got 
"Ut  of  the  little  groom,  who  refu.-ed  to  give  anv  account  of 
his  master,  not  by  misleading  answi>rs  or  silence,  but  by  such 
hnnter  as  seemed  to  indicate  deep  depravity  far  beyond  his 
years. 

After  a  careful  toilet,  the  visitor  ate  his  dinner  at  about 
^i\-  o'clock,  and  then  rode  out.  his  LToom  in  attendnnce,  on 
r!ip  Rrienne  road,  and  returned  verv  Kite.  The  innkeeper, 
his  wife,  and  the  chambermaids  vninlv  examined  the 
-trnneer's  luggage  and  possessions;  thev  discovered  nothing 
that  could  throw  any  light  on  the  mysterious  visitor's  rank. 
nnme.  profession,  or  ptirpi  .-e. 

Th^  pffect  w;is  inealculnbie ;  endless  sur.nises  wore  ]nit  fur- 
ward,  such  as  might  have  justified  the  iiifrrvention  of  the 
public  prosecutor. 

WTien  he  returned,  the  stranger  iidmitted  the  mistress  of 
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thP  house,  w},n  uKl  iH.fon.  l,„a  tin-  volumo  ■„  whiH,.  bv  tho 
regula,K>„s  of  ,1,0  pol,..,,  h.  was  n.,uim]  to  wnto  his  namo 
and  d^gnny.  tho  objoct  nf  h,s  v,..t,  and  tho  placo  uhono.Te 
came.  '  ^     '"- 

"I  i^hall  write  nothin^r  whatovor.  madamo."'  naid  he  to  tho 
innkeopors  w.fo.     "If  anvhwdv  in  ddes  vou  on  tho  .nbioot 

i?vo;;"rr-v  , '.  '''■^"~'"''  ""^^  "^^  '^^'  «--p-^'t  t.;  „,; 

II  \ou  Jiko.  f,)r  I  have  no  passport.— People  will  a<k  vou  a 
great  many  .|i,o~tin„s  ab-ut  me.  madam..."  ho  addod  -  VA 
you  can  answ.T  what  yo„  ploas.-:  I  do  n.,1  intend  that 'v..,, 
should  know  anything  ab„nt  n>o,  oven  if  vou  should  obtain 
information  m  spite  of  m...  If  you  annov'n.o.  I  shall  cm  tho 
IfotrUr  la  I'osU.  on  the  sqmuv  by  tho  bridge;  and.  observe 
that  J  propose  to  romain  a  fortnight  at  least.  I  shouhl  bo 
very  sorry  to  go,  for  I  knn^v  yuu  to  bo  a  sister  of  Gothar.i 
on«-  of  the  herurs  of  the  Simouso  easf." 

"C  rtainly,  sir!"  replied  tho  sis,..r'nf  (inthard-the  Cine- 
Lygnes    steward. 

Aflor  tlii.s  tho  stranger  had  n..  dillioultv  in  d,'tainin<'  the 
good  uonian   f-,r  noarlv  ,wn  h„  ,rs.  an.i  oxiramn^  from  hor 
all  sho  o<.iild  t.-ll  him  oon<-orning  An-is— .nvrvhodv-s  fortune 
everybody  s  buMUo.-   and  wh,.  ail  the  oni,.ial«  wore 

Xevt   morning  !,.•  again    mde  out   attondod  bv  the  tiger 
and  did  not  oonn.  in  till  mi.lniirht.  '  ' 

The  reador  ran  now  nndi-i-tand  CVilo's  little  jest    which 
iMadame  B.'aiivisaLf  thoiiLdit  had  nothin"  in   it 

Reauvisago  and  (V.ile,  oqimliv  -urpri.od  l,v  tho  order  of 
the  day  set  forth  hv  Soverin*..  w.n-  no  lo^s  d-li^htod  While 
his  w.fo  u-as  ohaniring  hor  dro--  „,  ,.,  to  Madame  Marion', 
the  fathor  iiMon-d  ,o  tho  irii-r.  i!v„o?hoses-guesse«  «ueh  as 
ajoung  ladv  naturallv  in.lulgr.  ,n  i.ndor  such  circumstances 
I  nen.  tired  by  the  daV.  work,  as  soon  a^  hi.  wife  and  dam^htw 
wore  gone,  ho  w.>nt  to  bod. 

As  all  may  '.■npposo  wh.,  know  Fr..n..  .  or  the  province  of 
(^hampaguo-wMch  i'^  not  qnifo  tho  same  thing-or  vet  more 
tHp  wavs  of  oounfrv  town<.  riioro  wa<  a  porfor^  mob  in  Ma- 
dame Marion  s  room,  thaf  Hvoninc      Simon  Oiguet's  success 
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wu.s  ivgiudrd  as  a  wti„ry  ovit  the  C.mte  de  Gondreville,  and 
liif  mdopciidfiice  ..f  Ai\is  in  fli'iEioiiccnn;:  matters  as  es- 
lahli.hed  for  .'ver.  The  ru-ws  of  pwr  riurk*  Keller's  death 
u;i.~  IVh  to  bf  ,t  ti^kviai  alblH■n^atlon  from  llcavvi,,  and  sileuced 

rivalry. 

Aiiionin  Goulard,  Fredt-r--.-  Mare>s,  Olivier  Vmet,  Mon- 
sieur Martener,  iii  short.  4il  the  authoruifs  who  had  ever 
I'r.Mjiienled  the  houst^,  wli.-^.  opii::  ,ns  coiiid  hardlv  k  adverse 
to  the  (iuveriunent  a>  eM«i,li.h,v  bv  jx.pular  sufTraire  in  July 
l.-:!i».  were  there  a.  um.u:.  hut  a.x  brou-lit  thitiier  bv  curio«itv 
.i>  to  the  attitude  a.-Min.ed  by  ih«  Beauvisa-.-s,  mother  and 
iiaiif,'h!tr. 

•I'hf  drawiufr-room.  restoreu  to  order,  hore  no  traces  of 
i:  ••  Hii-img  which  had  prrsmnably  deeided   Maitr«  Simons 

late. 

15y  ei^'ht  o'clock,  f(jur  '-aru-plavers.  at  eneh  of  the  four 
t^ibies.  wen.  busily  o,.,.np,e*l.  The  gnwill  draw.n-room  and 
the  dininp-room  wore  fui;  of  conipauv.  Xever.  eNceptin<r 
on  KHMI  oeeasu.ns  when  there  was  daneiiig,  or  on  some  puhlio 
b'ilida\,  had  .Madai.io  Marion  seen  people  crowded  at  the  door 
"i  ii.T  room,  and  >nva.nin<;  in  like  the  tail  of  a  .'omet. 

••It  i>  the  dawn  uf  a.Kaneement,"  said  Olivier,  remarking 
'-'  iier  on  a  sight  m,  delightful  to  a  woman  who  is  fond  of 
I  iiterlaining. 

■It  IS  impossible  to  foresee  what   Simon  may  rise  t- 


•Madame  .Ma 


rion. 


•w 


iui>  ;.erseverance  atid  the  art  of  -ritii 


live  in  an  age  when  a 


re- 


man who 


^•>'<t: 


ig  on  may  asjjire  to  the 

peeeh   was  made  b'ss  to  Vinet  than   for  the  benefit 

just    come    in    with    her 


Madane    Beauvi-age,    who    had    just 


■liigbter  and  eon-ratulated  her  f 


rii-ud 


lo  avoid  any  dinct  questionin.j.  and  to  forefend 


nil.  rpretation    of   chanee    remark^.    C.'.cile 


any  mis- 


■'I'  at  a  whist-f 


s    m 


other    took    a 


iibie,  and  threw  all  her  concentrated  ener 


'!""  lb''  task  of  winning  a  hundred  points,      \  bniMred 
"lean-  fifty  sous!      If  a  player  1 
!uo  days"  wonder  at  Arcis. 


gies 

point-" 

OSes  so  large  a  sum,  it  is  a 


'^Ml 
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Cecile  went   to  jrossip  u.ih   Mademoiselle   Mollot,  one  of 
hor  tx.scin  fr.c„.l>.  „n.l  <vvuh.\  uum-  atrectioniite  to  her  than 
ever.     M;.(l..rnois.H..  Mollot  was  the  l.oauty  o^"  Arcis,  as  Cecile 
was  the  henvss.      M.  M,.li„t,  d.-rk  of  a>size  at  Arcis,  lived  in 
the  (.rande  I'lace,  m  a  \um<r  situatd  wrv  imu-h  as  that  of 
the  Beauv.sa^ros'  was  at  the  hridp.  end.    Madam.-  Moll.,t    who 
never  sat  anywhere  l.iit  at  the  .Irawinir-rnom  window  on  tho 
ground  tlour.  suffen-.l  in  eonsr,,,,,.,,,.^  f,,,,,,  i,c„tc  and  chronic 
curinsiiy,    a    permanent    and    invet.Tate    maladv.      Madam.- 
Mollot  devofd  h.Tself  to  wat.hin-  her  neighbors/as  a  nervous 
woman   talks  ..f   Imt  ailn.ents,   with   airs,  and  graces,  and 
thorough  enjoyment.      If  a  eountrvmnn  came  on  the  Square 
froni  the  road  to  Brienne,  she  watched  and  wondered  what 
his  business  could  he  at  Arcis,  and  her  mind  knew  no  rest 
till  she  could  account   for  that   peasant's  proceedings.     Sho 
spent   her  whole   life  in  criticising  events,  men  and   things 
and  the  hon.^ehold  affairs  of  Arcis. 

She  was  a  tali,  meagre  woman,  the  daughter  of  a  judge  at 
Troye.s,  an  1  she  had  brought  Monsieur  Mollot,  formerly 
Grevin  s  mana-mg  clerk,  fortune  enough  to  enable  him  to  pav 
for  his  i.I.i.e  a  Irrk  of  assize.  The  clerk  of  assize  ranks  with  "a 
Judge,  j;  -t  a  ti  the  Supreme  Court  the  chief  clerk  ranks 
Monsieur  .Afollot  owed  his  nomination  to 
.dreville,  who  had  settled  the  matter  by  a 
the  ''hancellor's  otiice  in  favor  of  Gr^vin'a 
ambition  o<"  these  three  persons— Mollot, 
daughter— was  to  see  Ernestine  Mollot,  who 
1,  m.!7  '.'d  to  Antonin  Goulard.  Thus  the 
n'xo?^  of  every  advance  on  the  part 
tightoiv  ,1   the  bonds  of  friendship 
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■kcd  man  !"  said  Ernestine  to  Cecile, 
r      "He  is  (.ining  to  come  and  talk 

ho  comes  in  feels  bound  to  congratulate 
times  at  least  I  have  heard  him  say— 

fellow-citizens  is  towards  mv  father, 


lan  myself:  be  that  as  it 


may,  rely  upon  it, 


THE  MEMBER  FOR  ARCIS  j^ 

I  shall  devote  myself  not  merely  to  our  common  interests 
bill  more  especially  to  yours'— I  can  hear  the  words  from  th.' 
niovvriu'nt  of  his  lips,  and  every  time  he  looks  round  at  vou 
with  the  eyes  of  a  martyr." 

••Krnestine,"  said  Cecile,  "stay  by  me  all  the  eveninf,^  for 
I  do  not  want  to  hear  his  hints  hidden  under  speeches  full  of 
Mas'  and  punctuated  with  sighs." 

"I'lien  you  do  not  want  to  be  the  wife  of  a  Keeper  of  the 

Seals!" 

"Have  they  got  no  higher  than  that?"  said  Cecile,  laugh- 
ing. 

'•I  assure  you,"  said  Ernestine,  "that  just  now,  before  you 
'■ame  in.  Monsieur  Godivot  the  registrar  dcchired  in  his  en- 
thusiasm that  Simon  would  be  Keeper  of  the  Seals  before 
three  years  were  out." 

"And  do  they  rely  on  the  patronage  of  the  Comte  de  Gon- 
.IreviJle?"  asked  Goulard,  seating  himself  bv  the  two  girls, 
with  a  shrewd  su.spicion  that  they  were  laughing  at  his  friend 
Giguet. 

"Ah,  Monsieur  Antonin,"  said  prettv  Ernestine,  "vou 
promised  my  mother  to  fine'  out  who  the"liandsome  stranger 
is!    What  is  your  latest  information?" 

'•The  events  of  to-day,  mademoiselle,  have  been  of  far 
greater  importance,"  said  Antonin,  seating  himself  by  Cecile 
like  a  diplomate  enchanted  to  escape  from  general  observa- 
tion by  taking  refuge  with  a  [lartv  of  girls.  "My  whole 
career  as^Sous-prefet  or  full  I'refet  liaiigs  in  the  balance." 

"Why!  Will  you  not  allow  your  friend  Simon  to  be  re- 
turned as  unanimcnisly  elected?" 

"Simon  is  my  friend,  but  the  Government  is  mv  master, 
■!'h1  I  mean  to  do  all  I  can  to  hinder  Simon's  return.— And 
M.idame  Mollot  ought  to  lend  me  her  assistance  as  the  wife 
■fa  man  whose  duties  attach  him  to  the  (Jovernment." 

"We  are  quite  prepared  to  side  with  you."  said  Madame 
Mollot.  "My  hu>band  told  me,"  she  went  on  in  an  undertone, 
'of  all  the  proceedings  here  this  morning.  It  was  lament' 
■tt»le!     Only  one  man  showed  any  talent— Achille  Pigoult. 
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Every  one  a/^rccs  in  saving'  that  ho  i.s  an  orator,  nn<i  woulf] 
shine  in  Parliament.  Aiul  th()ii;4h  lie  has  nothing:,  and  my 
daughter  is  an  only  (.Inlil  with  a  inairiagf  j)ortion  of  xixtv 
thousand  francs— lo  >i\y  nothin;;  of  what  we  may  k-ave  her— 
and  money  from  her  father's  uncle  the  miller.  an<l  frori,  niv 
aunt  Lambert  at  Troves — well,  I  declare  to  you  that  if  Mon- 
sieur .Achille  I'ij(nult  should  do  u.s  the  honor  of  propo.ein^' 
for  her,  for  my  part,  I  would  say  yes — that  is,  if  my  daughter 
liked  him  well  enough.  But  the  little  simpleton  will  not 
marry  any  one  she  doe-s  not  fancy. — If  is  Mademoiselle  Beau- 
visage  who  has  put  that  into  her  head." 

The  Sous-prefet  ttiok  this  hroadside  as  a  man  who  knows 
that  he  ha.s  thirty  thousand  francs  a  year  of  his  own,  and 
expects  to  be  made  I'refet. 

"Mademoiselle  Beauvisage  is  in  the  right,"  said  he,  looking 
at  Cecile;  "she  is  rich  enough  to  nuirry  for  love." 

"We  will  not  discuss  marriage."  said  Ernestine.  "It  only 
distres.ses  my  poor  little  Cecile,  who  was  confessing  to  me  just 
now  that  if  she  could  only  he  married  for  love,  and  not  for  her 
money,  she  would  like  to  he  courted  by  some  stranger  who 
knew  nothing  of  Arcis  or  the  fortunes  which  are  to  make  her 
a  female  Cnesus;  and  she  only  wishes  she  could  go  through 
some  romantic  adventure  that  would  (>nd  in  her  being  loved 
and  married  for  her  own  sake " 

"That  is  a  very  pretty  i<lea.  I  always  knew  that  made- 
moiselle had  as  much  wit  as  money  I"  e.\claimed  Olivier 
Vinet,  joining  the  group,  in  detestation  of  the  flatterers 
surrounding  Simon   (iiguet,   the  idol   of  the  dav. 

"And  that  was  how,  from  one  thing  to  another,  we  were 
led  to  talk  of  the  Unknown " 

"And  then,"  added  Ernestine,  "she  thought  of  him  as  the 
possible  hero  of  the  romance  I  havi'  sketched " 

"Oh  ;"  cried  Madame  Mollot,  "a  man  of  fifty  !     Never !" 

"How  do  you  know  that  he  is  a  man  of  fifty?"  asked  Vinet, 
with  a  smile. 

"To  tell  the  truth,"  said  Madame  Mollot.  "I  was  so  mysti- 
fied, that  this  morning  I  took  my  opera-glass " 
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•Will  done!"  ('xclaiiiKHl  the  iiK'iiu'ctor  of  works,  who  wad 
1    iirtin^'  the  mother  to  win  the  tlaiightor. 

And  so,"  Madame  Mollot  went  on,  "I  rould  see  the 
i-tniiiger  shaving  himself — with  such  eh'gant  razors!  Gold 
handles— or  silv.T-gilt." 

••(iold  1  gold  !"  cried  Vinet.  "When  there  is  any  donbt, 
kt  everything  be  of  the  best !— And  I,  who  have  never  seen 
the  gentleman,  feel  ([uite  sure  that  he  is  at  least  a  Count," 
Tins,  which  was  thought  very  funny,  made  everybody  laugh.* 

The  little  group  who  could  be  so  merry  excited  the  envy 
/f  the  duwa;;crs  and  attracted  the  attention  of  the  black- 
coated  men  who  stood  round  Simon  Giguet.  As  to  Giguet 
himself,  he  was  in  despair  at  not  being  able  forthwith  to  lay 
liis  fortune  and  his  prosjjccts  at  the  heiress'  feet. 

"Oh,  my  dear  father,"  thought  the  deputy  clerk,  finding 
liiinself  complimented  for  the  involuntary  witticism,  "what  u 
place  you  have  sent  me  to  as  a  beginning  of  my  experience! — 
\  voiiwt— Comic  with  an  ni.  ladies,"  he  explained.  "A  man 
;!■;  illustrious  by  liirtli  as  he  is  distinguished  in  manners;  note- 
worthy for  his  fortune  and  his  carriages — a  dandy,  a  man  of 
f;^^hion — a  lemon-kid  glove  man " 

•Ho  has  the  smartest  tilbury  you  ever  saw.  Monsieur 
Olivier,"  said  Ernestine. 

'■.And  you  never  told  me  of  his  tilbury,  Antonin,  this  morn- 
ing when  we  were  discussing  this  dark  conspirator;  the  til- 
bury is  really  an  attenuating  circumstance.  A  man  with  a 
lilhury  cannot  be  a  Republican." 

"Young  ladie.s,"  said  Antonin  Goulard,  "there  is  nothing 
I  would  not  do  to  promote  your  pleasure. — We  will  know, 
and  that  soon,  if  he  is  a  Cumte,  with  an  m,  so  that  you  may  be 
able  to  construct  your  conte  with  an  n." 

"And  it  may  then  become  history,"  said  the  engineer. 

"As  written  for  the  edification  of  Sous-prefets,"  said 
Olivier  Vinet. 

"And  how  will  you  set  about  it  ?"  asked  Madame  Mollot. 

•  There  U  a  pun  in  the  French  on  the  words  Oomle,  a  Count,  and  ConU,  •  romanct; 
aflb. 
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"Ah  !"  r.pli.d  thi>  Soiis-invfit.    "If  you  wcrr  to  a.«k  Made- 

nidisfllf  |{..;iii\i»i-.-  \\fin„i  .^1„.  uoiihI  riiarrv.  if  >lic  were  fon- 
dpiM.icI  tn  cliDosr  fn.m  III..  lucii  wIk,  an-  lu-ro  now.  she  would 
not  tfll  yew!  Von  itui-f  jrnnit  M>riif  rrliccricc  to  puw.T.— Ho 
quite  ea>y.  yoiin^  lailirs,  in  ten  niirnitr.  yni  shall  know 
whether  lln'  siranpT  is  a  eouni  nr  a  ha;,'iiiiiri."" 

Antonin  left  lli..  little  eot.  rie  .if  jrirl"  f,,,-  i|„.re  were  be- 
sides (Veil,,  and  Hrnestine,  Madcnioisel!..  i',rrt..ii.  the  daugh- 
ter of  the  cnllrctor  of  revenn-.  an  iiisi;:rii<i,  ant  danisrl  who 
wasn  sortof  satellite  to  ilw  heiress  and  ih.'  hrautv,  and  Made- 
moiselle II,  rhelot,  sister  >.(  the  second  n..iaiv  .,f  Areis,  an  old 
maid  of  thirty,  sni.r,  pineh-d.  an.l  .Iressed  aft.T  tlw  manner 
of  old  niaids~she  w..re  a  ^rre.n  tal.iti.'t  'n,  n,  and  a  kerchief 
with  einhrni.Kred  (mhuts,  crossed  and  knotted  in  fnmt  after 
the  manner  in  fa>iiion  dnrin;:  the  l{ei<,'n  of  Terror. 

"Juli.>n,"  said  the  S,Mis-|)refet  to  hi<  servant   in  the  vesti- 
bule, "you  were  in  service  for  six  months  with  the  (iondre- 
villes  ;  do  you  know  a  count's  coronet  when  vou  see  it  ?" 
"It  has  nine  points,  sir,  with  halls." 
"Very  good.     Then  go  over  to  tlie  Miilrt  and  trv  to  get  a 
look  at  the  tilbury  h-Ionging  to  the  stran-e  jrcntleinan  who  is 
staying  tliere;  and  .  .nie  ha.  k  and  ti'H  nie  what  is  painted  on 
it.     Do  til.'  job  clrverl, .  ]ii,  k  up  anuhing  y  ii  can  hear.— If 
you  >ee  tlie  little  gr.HMii,  a>k  him  at  what  hour  to-m,  rrow  his 
master  can  receive  the  Soii-prelct— say  Monsieur  le  Comte. 
if  by  chance  you  see  such  a  c.imnet.     D.ui't  drink,  sav  noth- 
ing, come  back  .piicLly.  and  when  \  -u  reii:  ti  let  me  know  by 
just  showing  yourself  at  the  drawing-room  .loor." 
"Ye.«,  Monsieur  le  S'.u.s-prefet." 

The  Mulrt  inn,  as  has  been  said,  stands  on  the  Place  at  the 
opposite  corner  to  the  garden  wall  of  Madame  Marion's 
house  on  the  other  side  of  the  Krienne  ruad.  So  the  problem 
would  be  quickly  solved. 

Antonin  (Joulard  returm-d  to  his  seat  bv  Mademoiselle 
Beau  vi. sage. 

"We  talked  of  him  so  much  here  last  evening,"  Madame 
Mollot  was  .saying,  "that  I  dreamed  of  him  all  night " 
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"Iit'iir.  tit'iirl"  fiiiil  Viml  ;  '"cl"  \"U  >lill  tlitaiii  of  tin-  I'n- 
k;,u\ni.  fair  laily !'"" 
••'l  mi  an- MTV  iiii|nTtiiiciit.     I  coiiltl  inakr  vdu  droaiii  of  me 

if    I     ilin.-r!"    >ln'    ICtorlltl.       "So    tlli.>    Illonuil^'    wlll'Il    I    got 


It  may  Ii'Tc  Im;  iioIkI  lli  it  Madaiiif  Mollct  was  rt'icanicd  at, 
Ar  I-  a?  liavirif,'  u  f-inart  wil  —  tliat  is  to  say.  slu-  talki'd 
liiii  iitly,  and  (tM)k  uii  unfair  advantage  of  the  gift.  A  Pa- 
risian uandcring  iii  tliu.-f  ])art>.  likf  tin'  Sirangrr  in  (lUL'.stioii, 
\\nVi\i\  iiavc  prolialdy  tlionglit   litr  an   iiitoliTalilt'  diatterbox. 

— "And  \va^  drc-:-iii,ir.  in  tlif  natural  loursf  of  tilings,  ns  I 
l.'.ikfd  -traight  lirfori'  nii' " 

"Oul  of  window?"  ^aid  (ioulanl. 

••(tTiainly. — My  drcssiiig-rooni  look-  rxit  on  the  inarket- 
jihii'-.  Y..11  inii^t  know  tliat  l'oii|mrt  lias  given  tlie  Stranger 
■  iiii   ..f  the  rooms  tliat  face  mine " 

■■•Mir  room,  inamiiia  I"  i  ,  laiiiifd  Ernestine.  "Tlie  Count 
!iii-  tlirce  room- 1  The  groom,  wlio  i^  all  in  hlack.  is  in  the 
;ir^l  piom:  the  second  has  heeii  tunic  i  into  a  .-ort  of  drawing- 
r II  ;  and  the  gcnt]cma:i  -Itcji-  in  tiic  third." 

•■'i'heii  he  has  half  t  ,e  inn."  remarked  Mademoiselle 
Ihrliclot. 

"Well,  what  has  that  to  do  with  the  man  himself!'"  said 
M,i<!ame  Mollot.  ve.ved  at  heiiig  interrupted  hv  girls;  ''I  am 
.-peaking  of  his  person." 

'i)n  not  interru])t  the  orator,"  said  Olivier  Vinet. 

"As  I  wa.-  stooping " 

"Sitting,"  said  Antonin  Goulard. 

"Mulame  was  as  she  ought  to  bo  dressing,  and  looking 
ril  the  Mulct,"  said  Vinet. 

The.se  pleasantries  are  highly  esteemed  in  the  country;  for 
ccryliody  has  said  everything  there  for  too  long  not  I  i  be 
'"iitciii  with  the  same  non.sense  as  amused  our  fathers  before 
ihc  importation  of  Engli.sh  prudery,  one  of  the  forms  of 
iiierchandi.se  which   custom-houses  cannot    prohibit. 

"Do  not  interrupt  the  orator,"  -aid  Mademoiselle  Beau- 
visage  to  Vinet,  with  a  responsive  smile. 
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-  My  eyes  ,nvohn,tanly  fell  on  t!..  window  of  tho  room  in 
wh.ch  la<t  n.ght  tlu.  S.nn,,..,.  had  .,.n,.  to  hed-u  what  hoi  r 
I  cannot  unagino,  for  I  lay  awak,.  till  after  mu  h(  '-It  is 
my  misfortune  to  have  a  hushand  who  snores  till  tl'e  walls 
and  c^ihng  trend>le.  If  I  ;..,  „.  Meep  lirst,  I  sleep  so  heavUv 
that  I  hear  nothing;  hut  .f  Mulh.t  gets  the  start,  mv  night's 
rest  IS  done  for.  '       ^     ' 

'7^T,J'  ;V''"'''^  alternativ,>-yon  n,ig!,t  go  off  together" 
said  Achille  Pigoult,  coming  to  join  this  cheerful  partv  "It 
18  your  slumhers  that  are  in  .piestion.  I  p,. revive 

"Hold  your  tongu..,  an.l  get  along  with  you,-  said  Madame 
Jlollot,  very  graeiouslv. 

''You  see  what   that  means-  said  Ceeile  in   Ernestine's 

'JoU,  he  had  not  eonie  in  hy  one  o-cloek,-  Madame  Mollot 
Weill  on. 

"To  whom?"  asked  Vinet. 
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looked.— But,  good  Heavens!  what  did  I 
dressing-gown,  where  his  head  should  have  I 
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o,  you  cannot  imagine  it,"  said  Madame  Mollot.  "for 


"Oh,    I    see   it   all. 


said    Olivier    Vinet,    shouting    with 
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laughter.  "Tho  Stranger  was  dressing  too,  and  you  saw  his 
\\\n  knees " 

"Xot  at  all,"  said  Madame  Mollot ;  '•you  arc  putting  things 
int(»  my  mouth. — The  Stranger  \va.s  .standing  up;  lie  held  a 
-|»in;,re  over  a  huge  basin,  and  your  riide  joke  be  on  your  own 
iicad,  -Monsieur  ()ii\ier.  1  should  have  known  if  I  had  seen 
uhat  you  suppo.-;e '" 

"Oh  I  liave  known — 


-  ^ladanie,  you  are  eommitting  your- 
st'iri""  said  Antonin  Goulard. 

■i»o  let  me  speak!"  said  Madame  Mollot.  "It  was  his 
iuad  1     He  was  washing  his  head  I  he  has  not  a  hair." 

"Kasli  man !"  said  Antonin  CJoulard.  "lie  certainly  can- 
iiMl  have  come  to  look  for  a  wife.  To  get  married  here  a  man 
must  have  .«ome  hair.     Hair  is  in  great  request." 

"So  I  have  my  reasons  for  saying  that  he  must  be  fifty. 
A  man  does  not  take  to  a  wig  before  that  age.  For,  in  fact, 
the  Unknown,  when  he  luid  fmislied  his  toilet,  opened  his 
uiudow,  and  I  beheld  him  from  afar,  the  owner  of  a  splendid 
iiead  of  black  hair.  He  stuck  up  his  eyeglass  when  I  went 
10  tlie  balcony. — So,  my  dear  Cecile,  that  gentleman  will 
hardly  be  the  hero  of  your  romance." 

"\\  by  not  ?  Men  of  fifty  are  not  to  be  disdained  when  they 
are  Counts,"  said  Ernestine. 

"Perhaps  he  had  fair  hair  after  all,"  said  Olivier  Vinet 
mischievously,  "and  then  he  would  be  very  eligible.  The  real 
fjuestion  is  whether  it  was  his  bald  head  that  Madame  Mol- 
lot saw,  or " 

"Be  quiet !"  said  ^ladame  Mollot. 

Antonin  Goulard  went  out  to  s(>nd  Madame  Marion's  ser- 
\ant  across  to  the  Mulct  with  instructions  for  Julien. 

"Bless  me,  what  does  a  husband's  age  matter?"  said  Made- 
moiselle Ilerbelot. 

"So  long  as  you  get  one."  Vinet  put  in.  He  was  much 
feared  for  his  cold  and  maliffiiant  sarcasm. 

"Yes,"  replied  the  old  maid,  piqued  by  the  remark.  "I 
would  rather  have  a  hu>band  of  fifty,  kind  and  indulgent  to 
his  wife,  than  a  young  man  of  between  twenty  and  thirty  who 
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had  no  heart,  and  wliox-  wit  stung  ,.\vryl>(,.jv— <.ven  hin  wife." 
•'That,"  said  OJiviiT  Vinct,  "is  ni.Tc' tali<',  since  to  prefer'a 
man  of  fifty  to  a  youny  uuiii  ..iic  must  have  the  ehoiee'" 

"Oh!-  said  .Madame  Moliut,  to  stop  this  s.|uahhle  between 
Mademoiselle  Jlerhelnt   and  youn-   \-i,„.t,   who  alwavs   went 
too   lar,   "when   a    woman    lias   seen    snmetliing  (,f   lUV    <he 
knows  that  whether  a  lui>hand  is  lifiv  or  fi\v-aiid-tw..ntv    it 
comes  to  exactly  the  same  thing  if  ho  i,  ni.relv  esteemed - 
Ihe  really  imj.ortant  tiling  m  marriage  is  I  he  ■suitability  of 
circumstances  to  he  considered.— If  Mademoi>eile  Beauvi^ag.- 
wishes  to  live  in  I'aris-an.l  tliat  wouhl  b..  mv  noti.m  in  her 
place-— f  would  certainly  n,  •  marry  anvbod*-  in  Arcis      If  I 
had  had  such  a  fortune  as  she  will  have,  f  miirlit  very  well 
have  given  my  hand  to  a  Count,  a  i:  .n  who  ,„uld  have  placed 
me  111  a  good  social  position,  and  I  should  not  have  asked  to 
see  his  pedigree." 

"It  woidd  have  been  enougli  for  you  to  have  seen  hira  at 
his  toilet,  '  said  Vinet  in  a  murmur  to  Madame  Mollot. 

"But  the  King  can  make  a  Count,  madame."  observed 
Madame  Marion,  who  had  been  standing  for  a  minute  or  two 
looking  at  the  circle  of  young  people. 

"But  some  v>ung  ladies  like  their  Counts  ready-made" 
said  \  met.  "  ' 

^ '■*';'"''''. -^^""^'^'"^  Antonin,"  said  Cecile,  laughing  at 
Olivier  ^  iiiefs  speech,  "the  ten  minutes  are  over,  and  vve  do 
not  yet  know  whether  the  Stranger  is  a  Count." 

"The  Government  must  prove  itself  infallible,"  said  Vinet 
turning  to  Antonin. 

"I  will  kec])  my  word,"  replied  the  Sous-prefef.  seein<r  his 
servant  s  face  in  the  doorway.     And  he  a-ain  left  his  sea" 
^    "\ou  are  talking  of  the  Stranger!"  sai.l  Madame  Marion 
Does  any  one  know  anything  ai)out  him:'" 

"Xo,  madame,"  said  "Achille  I'ignult.  "But  he,  without 
knowing  It,  is  like  an  athlete  in  a  circus— the  object  of  in- 
terest to  two  thousand  pairs  of  eyes.-I  do  know  someth  n.r  •' 
added  the  iittlo  notary.  °' 

"Oh,   tell    us,    Monsieur   Achille 
claimed. 


Ernestine  eagerly   ex- 
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"Ilis  sonant's  iiaiiie  is  Paradis." 

"I'aradisI"'  echoed  everybody. 

"Can  any  one  be  called  Paradis?"  asked  Madame  ITcrbelot, 
taking  a  seat  by  lier  sister-in-law. 

•it  goes  far  to  prove  that  his  master  is  an  angel,"  the  notary 
U(  nt  on,  "for  when  his  servant  follows  him  \'>n  see " 

"'("t'st  Ic  dictum  du  Paradif.'  'I'hat  is  really  very  neat," 
-ai'l  Madame  Marion,  who  was  anxious  to  secure  Achille 
i'igiiult  in  her  nephew's  interest. 

-Monsieur,"  Julien  was  saying  to  his  master  in  the  dining- 
r'">iii.  "there  is  a  coat-of-arms  on  the  tilburv." 

"A  coat-of-arms?" 

"And  very  ([uecr  they  are.  There  is  a  coronet  over  them — 
iiiiif  [loints  with  balls " 

"'i'hen  he  is  a  Count " 


"And  a  winged  monster  running  like  mad,  just  like  a 
ji^Milion  that  has  lost  something. — And  this  is  what  is 
writlen  on  the  ribbon,"  said  he,  taking  a  scrap  of  j)aper  out 
nf  his  waistcoat  pocket.  "Mademoiselle  Anicette,  the  Prin- 
1  ( .-,-e  de  (.'adignan's  maid  who  had  just  come — in  a  carriage, 
■f  rours(> — to  bring  a  letter  to  the  gentleman  (and  tiic  car- 
riage from  Cinq-Cygne  is  waiting  at  the  door)  copied  the 
W'inis  down  for  me." 

"(live  it  me." 

The  oous-prefet  read: 

"iju'i  me  trail  it  fortiuia." 

'i'hough  he  was  not  a  .^ufhciently  accomplished  herald  to 
kr,ow  what  family  bore  this  motto,  Antonin  supposed  that 
'■"'  ^'inq-t'ygnes  would  hardly  lend  their  chaise  for  the 
I'niiresse  de  Cadignaii  to  send  an  express  messenger  to  any 
■'le  not  of  the  highest  nobility. 

■Oho!  so  you  know  the  Princess'  maid?  You  are  a  lucky 
'•  i:i:ar."  said  Antonin  to  the  man. 

•I'llien.  a  native  of  the  phue.  after  being  in  service  at  Gcm- 
iivville  for  six  months,  had  been  engaged  by  Monsieur  le 
■^-ii-prefet.  who  wished  to  have  a  stylish  servant. 

"Well,  moD'^ieur,  Anicette  was  my  father's  god-daughter 
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And  father,  wlio  fell  kindly  to  tlu'  poor  child,  a=5  her  father 
was  dead,  sent  her  to  I'aris  to  learn  drebsniaking;  my  mother 
could  not  bear  the  tiight  of  her." 
"Is  she  pretty  ?" 

"Not  amiss,  Monsit'iir  Ic  Sous-prrfet.  More  by  token  she 
had  Iier  little  trouliKs  in  I'ans.  lloucver,  as  she  is  clever, 
and  can  make  dresM's  and  understands  hairdressing,  the 
Trineess  took  her  on  the  reconimcndalioM  of  .Aioiisienr  Marin, 
head-valet  to  Monsieur  Ic  Due  do  MaufrigiKMise." 

"And  what  did  she  say  about  Cinii-Cygne  ?  Is  there  a  great 
deal  of  company  ?" 

"Ves,  tir,  a  great  deal.  The  Princess  is  there,  and  Mon- 
Eieur  d'Arthez,  the  Due  do  Maufrigneuse  and  tlie  Duchess, 
and  the  young  Manpiis.  In  short,  the  houM"  is  full.  Mon- 
seigneur  the  Bishop  of  'JVoycs  is  expected  this  evening."' 

"Monseigneur  Troubert.  Oh,  I  should  like  to  know 
whether  he  makes  any  stay  there." 

"Anieette  thougiit  he  would.  She  fancies  he  has  come  on 
account  of  the  gentleman  who  is  lodging  at  the  Mulct.  And 
more  people  are  expirted.  The  coachnuin  said  there  was  a 
great  talk  about  the  elections.  Monsieur  le  President  Michu 
is  to  spend  a  few  days  there." 

"Just  try  to  get  that  maid  into  the  town  on  some  pretext. 
Have  you  any  fancy  for  herr" 

"If  she  had  anything  of  her  own,  there  is  no  knowing. 
She  is  a  smart  girl." 

"Well,  tell  her  to  come  to  .«ee  you  at  the  Sous-prefecture." 

"Ver}'  well,  sir;  1  will  go  at  oiice." 

"But  do  not  mention  me,  or  she  will  not  come.     Tell  her 

you  have  heard  of  a  good  place " 

"Oh,  sir!  I  was  in  service  at  Gondreville " 

"And  you  do  not  know  the  history  of  that  message  sent 

from  Cinq-Cygne  at  such  an  hour.     For  it  is  lialf-past  nine." 

"It  was  something  pressing,  it  would  seem  ;  for  the  Count, 

who  had  just  come  in  from  (iondreville " 

"The  Stranirer  had  been  to  Gondreville!" 

"He  dined  there.  Monsieur  le  S,)us-prcfct.     And,  vou  shall 
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gei',  it  is  the  greatest  joke.  The  little  groom  is  as  drunk  as  an 
uwl,  saving  your  pre.-eiice.  They  gave  him  so  iinuh  cham- 
jMu'iH'  wine  in  the  servants"  hall  that  he  eannot  keep  on  hia 
1.  ^'-.    They  did  it  for  a  joke,  no  doubt." 

••Will— hut  the  Count?" 

••Tlie  fount  had  gone  to  hed,  but  as  soon  as  lie  read  the 
note  he  got  up.  He  is  now  dressing.  They  were  putting  the 
hnrse  ill,  and  he  is  going  out  in  the  tilbury  to  spend  the  rest 
.'f  the  evening  at  C'inq-Cygne." 

"Then  he  is  a  person  of  importance?" 

"Oh  yes,  sir,  no  doubt ;  for  (Jothard,  the  steward  at  Cinq- 
Cygne,  eanie  this  morning  to  see  I'oupart,  who  is  his  brother- 
i;i-law',  and  told  him  to  be  sure  to  hold  his  tongue  about  the 
gentleman  and  his  doings,  and  to  serve  him  as  if  he  were  the 
King." 

"Then  can  Vinet  be  right?"  thought  Goulard  to  himself. 
••Is  there  some  plot  brewing?" 

■'It  was  the  Due  (Jeorges  de  Maufrigneuse  who  sent  Mon- 
sieur (iothard  to  the  Mulct ;  and  when  Poupart  came  here  to 
ilie  meeting  this  morning,  it  was  because  this  Count  made 
Inni  come.  If  he  were  to  tell  ilonsieur  Poupart  to  set  out 
for  Paris  to-night,  he  would  go.  Gothard  told  his  brother-in- 
law  to  throw  everything  over  for  the  gentleman  and  hood- 
wink all  inquirers." 

"If  you  can  get  hold  of  Anicette,  be  sure  to  let  me  know," 
said  Antonin. 

■•Well,  I  could  go  to  see  her  at  Cinq-Cygne,  sir,  if  you  were 
to  send  mo  out  to  your  house  at  le  Val-Preux." 

"That  is  a  good  idea.  You  might  get  a  lift  on  the  chaise. 
Hut  what  about  the  little  groom?" 

"He  is  a  smart  little  chap,  Monsieur  le  Sous-prefet  I  Just 
fancy,  sir,  screwed  as  he  is,  he  has  just  ridden  off  on  his  mas- 
ter's tine  English  horse,  a  thoroughbred  that  can  cover  seven 
'(■agues  an  hour,  to  carry  a  letter  to  Troyes,  that  it  may  reach 
I'aris  to-morrow  I  And  the  brat  is  no  more  than  nine  and  a 
half  years  old!    What  will  he  be  by  the  time  he  is  twenty?" 

The  Sous-pr^fet  listened  mechanically  to  this  last  piece  of 
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rouh!l'  T'^'i'-,  •'"'"•■'  •''''"'■'•*-l  ••■'  ^'T  -  few  minutes,  and 
Oou  anJ  heard  Inn.  vaKu.lv.  thinking  all  the  tune  of  the 
great  1  nknouii. 

"Wait  a  little,"  he  said  to  the  servant. 

"What  a  puzxl,.!"  thought  he,  as  he  sh.wly  returned  to  the 

«  raw.ng-roon.      "A  n,an  who  <i,nes  w„h  thf.  Con.te  do  Gon- 

'^th'a^;:;t^^^^^^  %^tortes 

joinrcTtlL;;"'  Mademoiselle  Beauvisage's  little  circle  as  he 

for"  u'"'  '"  ''  '  '"""^'  ''"''  "^  ^^''  ''^^'^  '"'^'  ^  ''''^  •^"^«^«'' 
^'^'Oh    how  I  should  like  to  see  him!"  exclaimed  Cecile 
Madon.oiselle,"  said  Antonin,  with  a  mischievous  smile  at 
M  dame  Mollot,     he  ,s  tall  and  well   n.ade,  and  does  not 

hllcd  him  up  w,  h  w,„o  .n  the  servants"  hall  at  Gondreville- 
ami  the  child,  who  is  but  nine,  replied  to  Julicn  with  all  the 
Jl.gn.ty  of  an  old  valet  when  my  man  said  something  about 
us  masters  wig.  'Awj.;  My,„,,ter:  1  would  r^t  stay 
«ith  him.    He  dyes  his  hair,  and  that  is  bad  enough  '  •' 

\our  opera-glasses  magnify  a  good  deal."  said   Achille 
Pigoult  (o  ^radame  Mollot,  who  laughed. 

"^^l•ll,  and  this  boy  of  our  han.lsome  Count's,  tipsy  as  he 
1.,  has  tlown  off  to  Troyes  to  carry  a  letter,  and  will  be  there 
in  an  hour  and  a  quarter,  in  spite  of  the  darkness  " 

"I  should  like  to  see  the  tiger!"  said  Vinet 

"If  ho  dined  at  Gondreville,  w,>  shall  soon  know  all  about 

^^  "What  will  seem  eve.i  more  strange,"  said  Antonin  Goulard 

IS  that  a  special  messenger,  in  the  person  of  Mademoiselle 

Anicettc,  th..  J'rinces.e  de  Gadignan-s  maid,  has  come  from 

ni^' W"  ''''"°""'  ""^^  '''  '^  ^""^^  ^«  ^P^"'^  the 

"Blc^s  me!"  said  Olivier  Vmet ;  "but  he  is  not  a  man-he 

IS  a  demon   a  pl.,enix  !    He  is  the  friend  of  both  parties !    He 

can  ingurgitate "'  ^       ^=.    av 
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"For  fhame,  monsieur  I"  said   Madaiiif   Mollot,  "you  use 

1  '' 

word. 

'■|iij,nirpitate  is  good  Latin.  luadaiiic,"  replied  Vinct  very 
):ra\i'iy.  "He  ingurfiitates,  I  say,  with  Kinj;  I.oui^-I'hiiippe 
in  the  iiK)rniiijr,  and  haii(|uets  at  llolyrood  in  the  evening 
Willi  Charles  X.  There  is  hut  one  reason  that  can  allow  a 
I.  -[iictahle  Chri.-tian  to  freiiuent  l)otii  camps  an  '  <.'o  alike  to 
I  Me  Capulets"  and  the  Montai,nies'.  Ah  I  1  kii"-  .it  the  man 
I-'.  He  is  the  nianaj,'er  of  the  railway  lim,'  Ix  een  Paris  and 
l.vnns.  or  I'aris  and  Dijon,  or  Motiteroau  ai.a  Troyes " 

"Of  course!"  crieii  Antonin.  "^'ou  have  hit  it.  Oidy 
liiiance,  interest,  or  spi'culation  are  eipially  welcome  wh<Tever 
thiy  ;.'o."' 

"^'es.  and  just  now  the  greatest  names,  the  greatest  fam- 
ilies, the  Old  and  the  new  noltility  are  rushing  full  tilt  into 
jiuiit-stock  concerns,"  said  Achille  Pigoult. 

"Francs  to  the  Frank  I"  said  Olivier,  witliout  a  smile. 

■"Vou  can  hardly  he  said  to  he  the  olive  hranch  of  j)eace," 
fiid  .Madame  MoUot. 

'"lint  is  it  not  disgusting  to  see  such  names  as  Verneuil, 
Maufrigneuse,  and  d'llerouvillo  cheek  hy  jowl  with  Tillet 
ami  Xucingen  in  the  quotations  on  't'hange?" 

"Our  stranger  is,  you  nuiy  depenil,  an  infant  railway  line," 
>aid  V'inet. 

"Well,  all  Arcis  will  he  topsy-turvy  hy  to-morrow,"  said 
A(hille  Pigoult.  ''I  will  call  on  the  gentlenuin  to  get  the 
ri(itary"s  work  in  the  conc(.'rn.     Tiiere  will  he  two  thousand 

lireds  to  draw   U])  I" 

".\nd  .<o  our  romance  is  a  locomotive  I"  said  F>nestine  sadly 
to  Cecile. 

"Xay,  a  count  and  a  railway  company  in  one  is  doubly 
'iiiijugal,"  said  Achille.    "But — is  he  a  hachelor?" 

"1  will  find  out  to-morrow  from  grandjiapa  I"  cri(Ml  Cecile 
with  affected  enthusia>m. 

"A  pretty  joke!"  exclaimed  ^ladamc  Marion  with  a  forced 
h'.iiirh.  "Why,  Cecile,  child,  is  your  brain  running  on  the 
1'nknowai?" 


•I 


M 


THE  MEMIIEK  I'OK  AUCIS 


A   husband   is  al 


Vinot   bast 


il\, 


will 


ways   the    I'nkuown,"'   rctiiarkod   Olivior 


1    a   glance   at    Madc'i 


I'M-cllf 


H 


caiivisapp. 


which  slio  perfectly  uiidorstood. 

"And  why  not?-  said  she.  "There  is  nothir)^  compromis- 
ing in  that.  Besides,  if  tliese  genth'nien  are  ri-rht.  he  is  either 
a  great  Ion]  ,,r  a  great  sjH'cnlator.  .Mv  word  !  I  can  dn  with 
cither,  r  like  I'aris !  I  want  a  carriage,  and  a  fine  house,  and 
a  box  at  the  Ojiera,  et  cetera."' 

'•To  he  sure,"  .s.id  Vinct.  "Whv  rcfu>e  vuirself  anything 
in  a  day-dreatn  ?  .\„w,  if  J  had  the  honor  to  he  vour  brother, 
you  should  marry  the  young  .Manpiis  de  ('in(i-( Vgne.  who  i?. 
It  strikes  me,  the  young  fellow  to  make  the  nionev  tlv,  a-.l  to 
laugli  at  his  mother's  (,l)jections  to  the  actors  in 'the  judicial 
drama  in  which  our  i)residing  judge'.s  father  eaine  to  such 
a  sad  end." 

"Vou  would  find  it  easier  to  beconu^  Prime  Minister!"  said 
Madame  .Marion,  '"i'hero  can  never  be  an  alliance  between 
Grevin's  granddaughter  and  the  Cinq-Cygnes.'' 

"Konieo  was  within  an  ace  of  marrying  Juliet,"  said  Achille 
Pigoult  ;  "and  Mademoiselle  Cecile  is  handsomer " 

"Oh,  if  you  (luote  opera!"  said  Ilerbelot  feeblv,  as  he  rose 
from  the  whist-table. 

"My  colleague,"  said  Achille  Pigoult,  "is  evidently  not 
strong  in  mediaeval  history." 

"C(mie  along,  Malvina,"  said  the  .sturdv  notary,  without 
answering  his  young  brother  of  the  law. 

"Tell  me,  :\Ionsieur  Antonin,"  said  Cecile.  "vou  spoke  of 
Anieelte,  the  Princesse  de  Cadignan'.s  maid— do  you  know 
her  ?" 

"Xo;  but  Julien  does.  She  is  his  father's  godchild,  and 
they  are  old  friends." 

"Oh.  do  try,  through  Julien,  to  get  her  for  us;  mamma 
will  giv(>  any  wage.s " 

"Mademoiselle,  to  hear  is  to  obey,  as  they  say  to  the  despot^ 
in  Asia."  replied  the  Sous-prefet.  "To  "serve  vou,  see  how 
prompt  I  will  be." 

He  went  off  to  desire  Julien  to  get  a  lift  in  the  chaise 
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r.turning  to  Ciiui-Cygnc,  and  to  win  over  Anioi'ttr  at  any 

A;  this  moincnt  Simon  (iigut't.  \vlio  liad  bocn  put  throuj^h 
•  -  pairs  bv  all  tlif  iritlucntial  mm  of  Arcis.  and  wIid  Ih'- 
.>mI  liinisclf  .-criirc  of  liis  I'lcctMi.  jo.iifd  tlii'  ciffli'  round 
(  .    ilr  and  MadfinoiM'Uc  Mollot. 

i*  ua>  ;.'i'itin^'  late;  ton  had  struck. 

!1  iviii;:  ( on.-iinud  an  onorrnous  (jnantity  of  cakt's,  of  orgeat, 
;::Mrli,  Icinoiiadc,  and  various  fruit  syrups,  all  who  had  fomo 
•i  ;ii  ivcnint'  to  Madaino  Marion's  on  jnin-lv  political  jirounds, 

O  111 

.iiil  uho  wiM-f  unacfu^lonud  to  twad  ihc-v  huards— to  them 
.jMf  aristocratic — di>appcar('d  j.roiuptly.  all  the  more  so 
!•  .iiiM'  they  never  sat  up  so  late.  The  party  would  now  hi; 
lii'.re  intimate  in  its  tone;  Simon  (;i<,niel  Iiojum]  to  he  ahle  to 
.  \i!!an;:e  a  few  words  with  (\rile.  and  looked  at  her  with  a 

■  iiijuering  air.     This  greatly  ofTei'ded  Ceeile. 

••My  dear  fellow,"  said  Antonin  to  Simon,  as  he  ^aw  the 
:  iiroie  of  triumph  on  his  friend's  hrow.  "you  liave  joined  u.s 
1'  ,1  moment  when  all  the  men  of  Areis  are  in  the  wrong 
!„,x " 

•■i»uite  wrong,"  said  Ernestine,  nudged  by  Ceeile.  "We 
,':■■  (juite  crazy  about  the  Unknown.  Ceeile  and  I  are  quar- 
;•  iing  for  him." 

■■'I'o  begin   with,  he  is  no  longer  unknown."   said  Ceeile. 

■  lb-  is  a  Count." 

".Some  adventurer!"  said  Simon  Giguet  scornfully. 

•Would  you  say  that  to  his  face,"  retorted  Ceeile,  much 

•  itled.     "A  man  who  has  just  ha>l  a  me-sage  by  one  of  the 

I'rmcesse  de  Cadignan's  servants,  who  dined  to-day  at  Gon- 

Inville,  and  is  gone  to  spend  this  very  evening  with  the  Mar- 

,11-0  de  Cinq-Cygne?" 

She  spoke  so  eagerly  and  sharply  that  Simon  was  put  out  of 
"untenance. 

"Indeed,  mademoiselle,"  said  Olivier  Vinet,  "if  we  all  said 
•  '  people's  faces  what  we  say  behind  each  other's  backs, 
-Hiety  w(mld  be  impossible.  The  jjleasure  of  society,  espe- 
..lUy'in  the  country,  consists  in  speaking  ill  of  others." 


Hl> 
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"Mot  H. •Ill-  SiiiMMi  I-  Jim!., II-  ,,f  \,,iir  I'liiliu.-iaMii  alxmt  thr 
^tran^'r  Cniini."'  rcmiiilM.I  l-iriir-!  tir, 

"It  MM. Ill,-  I,,  tiM'."  -,ihI  (  ,,i1,,  ••thai  Moii-iciir  Sitii m  ha, 
iHi  ri;:lit  Id  lie  jralnii-  of  ai'v  \\t\u\  of  nun.':'" 

And  -auri;:  this  in  a  Lmi-  t..  aiiniliilalc  SituMH.  Crcilr  m-r. 
J'lv.Tvnoilv  mail.,  uav  (m  firf.  ami  >lic  jninr,!  (i,.r  riiotluT, 
wlio  ua-  sctlliiii,'  lur  ;.Mriili|iii;j  accdiiiit. 

"My  dear  ^'iil."  -aid  Madam. ■  Marmtt.  ,  i.,>r  at  Iht  lire]-, 
"it  sci'ii's  to  111.'  that  you  arc  v.Ty  hani  on  nn   [.our  Sini.iii." 

"Why,  uliat  lia-  ih.-di'ar  little  pii.-<  Imh^h  doiii;::-"  a.-kcd  li.r 
mother. 

"^^llnllna.  M..n>ieiir  Sini.iri  ^M\e  my  rnkiDUii  a  slap  in  th.^ 
face  liy  (ailiiij,'  him  an  a.lvrinurer." 

Simmi  had  f..llouiM|  hr-  aunt,  and  was  now  on  the  hattl.- 
field  hy  ih.'  \vhi>t-tahle.  Thus  the  four  person.-,  whose  intei- 
t'sts  wiTe  s.)  s.'riuii-.  w.T.'  (oHe.-ie.l  in  the  middl,.  ,,f  the  room  ; 
(Vfih'  ami  h.r  m.ilher  on  „ne  sid.'  of  the  tahle.  Madam.- 
Marion  and  Ii.'r  nephew  on  the  ..ther. 

"lieally.  madame,"  said  Simon  (litruet,  "v.ni  must  confi- 
that  a  VMiii:;:  |;,,iv  mu.-t  lie  v.Ty  anxious  i..  find  me  in  tlf 
wron-.  I.,  he  \.\r.l  hy  my  .-ayinir  that  a  man  of  whom  all 
Arcis  is  talking',  and  wh.t  is  jivin^r  at  the  Mulct " 

"I>.>yoii  su[)pose  he  is  competin,.;  witii  you:-"  said  Madam.' 
Beauvisa^'e  jestiii^rlv. 

''I  should  eertainly  feel  it  a  d.'cp  ^n'ievanee  if  lie  should 
k'  the  cause  of  any  misundcr>tandinj:  h.'tween  Madcmoisell.' 
Cccilc  and  me."  said  the  oandi.lat.',  with  a  hcsccching  look  at 
the  girl. 

"But  You  pronounced  scntciiee,  monsieur,  in  a  cutting  tone, 
which  proved  you  to  ho  despotic— and  you  are  ri-ht  :  if  you 
hope  ever  to  he  Minister,  you  must  cut  a  good  deal!" 

Madame  Beauvisago  t.xik  Madame  ^rarion  hy  the  arm  an.' 
led  lier  to  a  sofa.  C'ecile,  left  alone,  went  to  join  the  circle, 
that  she  might  not  hear  any  reply  that  Simon  might  make: 
and  he  remained  hy  the  tahle,  lo.iking  f.iolish  enough,  m.'chan- 
ically  playing  tricks  with  tlie  l)one  fish. 

"There  are  as  good  fish  in  the  sea  1"  said  Olivier  Viuet. 
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utit>  li.itl  c)l)st'rvt'(i  til,'  little  stcni';  iiiul  (Wilr.  ovcrlicarin;,'  the 
ri  mark,  tli'iii^'li  it  Wii:-  .-[Mikcn  in  a  luu  t'lin.  ..>ii!i!  not  lidp 
I  "  .'liiii^.', 

,|\  iliar  fiifiul.""  >iiiil  Madiiiiic  Miirinn  to  Madiiiiu'  I'M'tni- 

\::i'J,i\    ■■Mulllltl^'    IIdU,    Villi    !■(•(■.    can    llil'.iItT    IllV    llrphcwV    t'N'C- 

llMll." 

■■|  ( .in;:ratiilati'  vini— and  tin'  ChainlMT,"  >aid  Si'Vcrinc. 

■"And  ni\  nr|ilii  v\  \ull  make  ln>  mark,  inv  dtar. —  1  will  tell 

'...ii  «li\  :  lii>  iiwn  I'  .riuiic,  and  what  his  father  will  leave  hini 

\Mt!i  mini',  will  hriii^f  hitn  in  ahout  thirty  tiin\i-and  francs  a 

.  ii-      When  a  man  is  a  iiieiiiher  nf  [larliaiiieiit  ai  d  has  such 

.'  i.iiime.  there  is  nnthiiij;  he  may  nut  a^jiire  to." 

Madame,  he  will  {oinmand  our  admiration,  ami  our  hest 
wi-iies    Will    he    with    him    thron;;h()Ut    his    jxtlitital    career, 

I'll! 

i  ask  for  no  reply,"  exclaimed  Madame  Marion.  eaj,'erly 
ii'.  rni])tiii<,'  her  friend  "1  only  a.-k  yoii  to  think  it  over. 
ji..  niir  voiiiif,'  peo|ile  like  each  other?  Can  we  arran;,a'  the 
i!;;iit!i;-  We  shall  live  in  Paris  whei.ever  the  Chamhers  are 
Mdin;.'.  and  who  knows  hut  the  Memher  for  .\rcis  may  bo 
-.li'i'd  there  by  ^'ettin^'  s^ome  ^'ood  jihice  in  ollice? — See  how 
MiiiiMcur  \'inet  of  Provins  has  pot  on  I  Mademoiselle  de 
(  harj^'ehieuf  was  thou,<:ht  very  foolish  to  marry  him;  and  he- 
f -le  l,,n<r  she  will  he  tlie  wife  of  the  Keeper  of  the  Seals,  and 
M   ii-ieiir  Vinet  may  have  a  peeraj,'e  if  he  likes." 

"Madame,  it  does  not  rest  with  me  to  settle  my  dauffhter's 
I'li'rnaL'O.  In  the  first  })lace.  her  father  and  I  leave  her  abso- 
hililv  free  to  choose  for  lier-elf.  If  she  wanted  to  marry  the 
I'lik-nriwn.  if  he  were  a  suitaijle  match,  we  sliould  j,'ive  our 
eiii!-ent.  Then  Cecile  depends  entirely  on  her  f,M'andfather, 
\\\\".  as  a  weddinj,'-  <rift,  will  settle  on  her  a  house  in  Pans, 
ili''  Hotel  Beauseant,  which  he  bouj,dit  for  us  ten  years  af^o, 
:!!id  which  at  the  present  day  is  worth  eii^ht  hundred  thousand 
francs.  It  is  one  of  the  finest  mansions  in  the  Fautxnirg 
Saiiit-Oermain.  He  has  also  a  sum  of  two  hundn>d  thousand 
francs  put  bv  for  furnishing  it.  Now  a  grandfather  who  be- 
haves in  that  way,  and  who  will  persuade  my  raother-in-law 
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on  her  part  to  do  soniothinir  for  her  ^^ramlchild,  has  some 
right  to  an  opinion  on  tlic  (luoslion  of  a  suitahh'  match — — '" 

"Cortaiiily  I"  si.id  Madnnic  Marion,  amazed  at  tliis  revela- 
tion, wliich  wonld  iidd  1m  tlie  dirlkulties  of  her  nophewV 
niarria<xe  with  C'ecile. 

"And  even  if  ('('ci'c  iiad  no  expectation?  from  her  grand- 
father,"" Madame  Bruin  isivre  went  on,  "s^lie  >vould  not  marry 
withont  eonsultii'g  him.  The  young  man  my  father  had 
chosen  is  just  dead  ;  I  do  not  know  what  liis  ])resent  inten- 
tions may  be.  If  ynii  havr  any  proposals  to  make,  go  and  see 
my  father." 

"Very  well,  I  will."  said  Madana   Marion. 

Madame  Beaiivisage  signaled  to  C'ecile,  and  they  left. 


On  the  following  afternoon  Antonin  and  Frederic  Marest 
were  walking,  as  was  their  after-dinner  lustoni,  with  Mon- 
sieur Marteni  r  and  Olivier  under  tl,  limes  of  the  Avenue 
des  Sonpirs.  smoking  their  cigars.  These  walks  are  one  of 
the  little  pleasures  vi  pnivineial  bigwigs,  when  they  live  on 
good  terms  with  cadi  other. 

They  had  taken  but  a  f(!W  turns  w:  n  they  were  joined  by 
Simon  Giguot,  who  said  to  the  Sons-prefet  with  an  air  of 
mystery : 

"You  will  surely  stick  by  an  old  comrade,  who  will  make 
it  his  business  to  get  you  the  Legion  of  Honor  and  a  prefec- 
ture!" 

"Are  you  beginning  your  political  career  already?"  said 
Antonin,  laughing.  "So  you  are  trying  to  bribe  me — you  who 
are  such  a  puritan  ?" 

"Will  you  support  me?" 

"My  dear  fellow,  you  know  that  Bar-sur-Aube  registers  it^ 
votes  here.  Who  can  guarantee  a  majority  under  such  cir- 
cumstances? My  colleague  at  Bar-sur-Auhe  would  show  me 
up  if  I  did  not  do  as  much  as  he  to  support  the  Government ; 
and  your  promises  are  conditional,  while  my  overthrow  would 
be  a  certainty." 

"But  I  have  no  opponent." 
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''So  you  think,"  said  Autonin.  "'But  one  will  turn  up, 
tlu  re  ir  no  iloubt  of  tl.at." 

"And  my  aunt,  who  knows  that  1  am  on  tontor-hooks,  has 
i!iit  .iiMif  back  I"  cried  (Jiguet.  '"These  three  hours  may  count 
u<f  three  years  I" 

And  the  ^Teat  secret  came  out.  He  confided  to  his  friend 
(iMt  Ma-lame  Marion  was  gone  to  propose  on  his  behalf  to  old 
(in\iii  for  Cecile. 

'rhe  friends  had  walked  on  as  far  as  the  Brienne  road,  just 
(i|i[)nsite  tlie  Mull  f.  While  Simon  stared  down  the  hill,  up 
whuh  his  aunt  would  return  from  the  bridge,  the  Sous-prefet 
u.i-  studying  the  runlets  worn  in  the  ground  t)y  the  rain. 
.Anis  is  not  paved  with  either  flagstones  or  cobbles,  for  the 
plains  of  ('hami)agne  atford  no  building  materials,  much  less 
,iiiv  pelibles  large  enough  to  make  a  road.  There  are  paved 
siiii -paths  in  one  or  two  streets,  i)ut  the  rest  are  badly  nia- 
I  aijaniized,  and  that  is  enough  to  explain  the  state  they  are  in 
A  hell  it  rains.  The  Sous-prefet  kept  himself  in  countenance 
hy  .-ccniing  to  meditate  on  tliis  important  matter,  but  he  did 
iiMt  l(jse  one  of  the  secret  pangs  that  found  expression  in  his 
(■'(inpanion's  anxious  face. 

At  this  particular  moment  tlie  Stran^  t  was  returning 
frmi  the  chateau  of  Cinq-Cygne,  where  he  had  evidently 
spent  the  night,  (ioulard  was  determined  to  clear  up  for  him- 
si  If  the  mystery  in  which  the  Stranger  chose  to  wrap  hini.^elf 
— ining  also  wrapped,  so  far  as  his  outer  man  was  con- 
(iriu'd,  in  a  light  overcoat  or  j)aletot  of  coarse  frieze,  such  as 
"M>  tiien  the  fashion.  A  cloak  thrown  over  him  hid  his 
liirure  from  view,  and  an  enormous  comforter  of  red  cash- 
more  covered  his  face  up  to  the  eyes.  His  hat,  knowingly  set 
"li  cue  side,  was,  nevertheless,  not  extravagant.  Xever  was 
a  inv^tery  so  mysteriously  smothered  and  concealed. 

'■('iear  the  way  I"  cried  the  tiger,  riding  in  front  of  the 
:^l!iury.  "Open  the  gate.  Daddy  I'oupart !"  he  piped  in  his 
^brill  little  voice 

The  three  stablemen  ran  out,  and  the  tilbury  went  in  with- 
out any  one  having  seen  the  driver's  face. 
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The  Sous-prefet  followed  it,  howoviT.  to  the  door  of  the 
inn. 

"Madiiiiie  i'oujKirt,'"  said  Antonin,  '"will  you  toll  Monpieur 
— Monsieur ?" 

"1  do  not  know  his  name,""  said  (iothard's  sister. 

"Then  you  are  to  lilaiuc.  The  police  regulations  are  defi- 
nite, and  Monsieur  (iroslier  does  not  see  a  joke — like  all  police 
authorities  when  th(y  have  nothing  to  do."" 

"Innkeepers  are  never  in  the  wrong  at  election  time,"  said 
the  tiger,  getting  oil"  his  h(;rse. 

"I  will  tell  that  to  Vinet.""  tliought  the  otiicial.  "Go  and 
ask  your  master  to  see  me,  the  Sous-prefet  of  Arcis." 

Antonin  went  hack  to  his  three  friends,  who  had  stopped 
outside  on  seeing  the  Sous-prefet  in  conversation  with  the 
tiger,  already  famous  in  Arcis  for  his  name  and  his  ready  wii. 

"Monsieur  hegs  that  Monsieur  le  Sous-prefet  will  walk  up. 
lie  will  be  dcligiited  to  see  him,""  I'aradis  came  out  in  a  few 
minutes  to  say  to  Antonin. 

"1  say,  little  man,""  said  Olivier,  "how  much  a  year  does 
j'our  master  give  a  youth  of  your  spirit  and  inches?"" 

"Cive,  monsieur!-' — What  do  you  take  me  for?  Monsieur  le 
Comte  allows  himself  to  be  done — and  I  am  satisfied." 

"That  boy  is  at  a  good  school,"  said  Frederic  Marest. 

"The  High  School,  Monsieur  le  Procureur  du  Roi,"  replied 
Paradis,  and  the  five  men  stared  at  his  cool  impudence. 

"What  a  Figaro !"'  exclaimed  Vinet. 

"It  does  not  do  to  sing  snuiU,"'  said  the  boy.  "My 
master  calls  me  a  little  Robert  Macaire.  Since  we  have 
found  out  how  to  invest  in  the  funds,  we  are  Figaro — 
with  the  savings  Itank  into  the  bargain." 

"Why,  what  do  you  earn?" 

"There  are  times  when  1  make  a  thousand  crowns  on  a 
race — and  without  selling  my  master,  monsieur." 

"Sublime  infant !     He  knows  the  turf " 

".Vml  all  the  gentlenuin  riders  I"  said  the  boy,  putting 
out  his  tongue  at  Vinet. 

"Paradise  road  goes  a  long  way !"  said  Frederic  Marest. 
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Antonin  Goulard,  meanwhile,  shown  up  by  the  innkeeper, 
fi.iiinl  the  Unknown  in  the  room  he  u>e<l  for  a  drawiiig- 
p.wiii,  and  himself  under  inspeeliun  througii  a  most  impor- 
'uinit  eyeglass. 

"Mnn-ieur,"  said  Antonin  Gou'ard  in  a  rather  lofty  tone, 

••|   iiave  just   heard  fnun  the  innkeeper's  wif(>  that  you  ro- 

fiiM'  to  conform  to  the  poliee  regulations;  and  as  1  have  no 

'    iKi  that  vou  are  a  man  of  some  consequence,  I  have  come 

!l,V,-,.lf '■ 

•Your  name  is  Goulard?"  said  the  Stranger  in  a  liead- 
viiice. 

'1  am  Sous-prefct.  monsieur,"  said  Antonin  Goulard. 

•Vour  father,  I  think,  was  attached  to  the  Simeuses?" 
\iid    I    am   attached   to  the   Government.     Times   have 
changed." 

"Vou  have  a  servant  named  Julien  who  wants  to  bribe 
.iwav  thf  Princesse  de  Cadignan's  waiting-maid?" 

"Monsieur,  I  allow  no  one  to  speak  to  me  in  such  a  way; 
\"ii  misunderstand  my  character " 

"But  vou  wish  to  understand  mine,"  int(>rrupted  the 
(ilhi-r.  "You  may  write  it  in  the  inn-register:  'An  imper- 
tinent person,  from  Paris,  age  doul)lful.  travi'ling  for  his 
Tii'asure." — It  would  be  an  innovation  highly  appreciated 
i;i  France  to  imitate  tiie  English  method  of  allowing  people 
in  come  and  go  as  they  please  without  annoying  them  and 
a-king  them  for  their  papers  at  every  turn. — 1  have  no 
pi—port:  what  will  you  do  to  me?" 

"The  pul)lic  prosecutor  is  out  there  under  the  limes " 

-aid  the  Sous-prefet. 

"MonsiiHir  Marest? — Wish  him  from  me  a  ver^-  good 
morning." 

"lint  who  are  yon?" 

"Whatever  vou  wish  me  to  he.  my  dear  M^onsieur  Gou- 
!ar(i."  said  the  Stranger,  "since  it  i«  you  who  mu:^t  decide 
iiow  1  should  appear  i)efore  the  "ood  folks  of  this  district, 
tiivc  me  some  advice  as  to  my  demeanor.     Here — read  this." 
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And  the  visitor  ln'M  out  a  note  as  follows: — 


(Private.) 


Pii^Fi:(TLi;i:  of  tiik  Aube. 


"^roxsu-rrt  i.i-;  Soi  -r  -fkt.— J5o  oood  eiioii.trh  to  take 
stei)s  with  the  hearer  as  tt  tlu'  eleetion  in  Arcis,  and  con- 
form to  jijv  rci|uirciiients  in  every  j)articuhir.  I  reiinest 
you  to  ln'  alj-olutely  secret,  aii  to  treat  him  witii  the  rotpeet 
due  to  Jii.-  rank." 


The  note  was  written  and  si;,nied  i)y  the  Prefet  of  the  de- 
partment. 

"^  oil  have  Item  talkinj,'  prose  without  knowing:  it,"  .said  the 
Straii,i,'er,  as  ju'  took  the  letter  hack. 

Anloiiin  (ioujard,  already  impressed  by  the  man's  gentle- 
manly appearance  and  manner,  spoke  respectfullv. 

'"How  is  that,  monsieur?"  said  he. 

"By  tryin>r  to  iirihe  Anicette.  She  came  to  tell  me  of 
Julien's  offers — you  may  call  him  Julien  the  Apostate,  for 
little  Paradis,  my  tiger,  routed  him  completely,  and  lie  ended 
hy  confessing  that  you  were  anxious  to  place  Anicitte  in  the 
service  of  the  richest  family  in  Arcis.  Xow,  as  the  richest 
family  in  Arcis  are  the  Beauvisages,  I  presume  that  it  is 
Mademoiselle  Cecile  who  is  anxious  to  secure  such  a 
treasure." 

"Yes,  monsieur." 

"Very  well,  Anicette  can  go  to  the  Reanvisages  at  once." 

He  whistled.  Paradis  appeared  so  promptly  that  his  master 
said: 

"You  were  listening." 

"I  cannot  help  myself,  Monsieur  le  Oomte,  the  walls  are 
made  of  paper. — If  you  like,  Monsieur  le  Comte,  I  can  go  to 
an  upstairs  room." 

"No,  you  may  listen  ;  it  is  your  privilege.  It  is  mv  business 
to  speak  low  when  I  do  not  want  you  to  hear.  Now,  go  back 
to  Cinq-Cygne,  and  give  this  twenty-franc  piece  to  Anicette 
from   me. — Julien   will  be  sujiposed   to  hav.'  bribed   her  on 
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your  account,"  he  added,  tu-ning  to  (Jou'ard.  "This  gold 
[iirrc  iiiciins  tliat  slic  is  to  do  as  Julicii  trl's  her.  Aniccttc 
iiiiiv  po!«sil)ly  be  of  use  to  our  candidate." 

••.\iii(rtte!" 

"Vou  see,  ^loiisieur  le  Sous-prefot,  I  have  made  use  of  wait- 
in-.'-inaids  fnr  two-and-tiiirty  years.  I  had  my  first  adventure 
at  the  age  of  thirleen,  exactly  like  the  Kegeiit.  tlie  present 
King's  greal-greal-graiidfatlier. — Now,  do  you  know  the 
ariiuunt  of  thi.s  demoiselle  Beauvisage's  fortune?" 

••.\(.  one  can  help  knowing  it,  monsieur;  fur  last  evening 
a;  Madame  Marion's,  Madame  Sevorine  said  that  Monsieur 
(irevin,  Cecile's  grandfather,  would  give  her  the  Hotel  Beau- 
seant  and  two  hundred  thousand  francs  on  her  wedding 
day." 

Tlie  Stranger's  eyes  betrayed  no  surprise;  he  seemed  to 
think  it  a  very  ninderate  fortune. 

"Do  you  know  Arcis  well?"  he  a^ked  Ooulard. 

'i  aiii  Sous-prefet  of  the  town,  and  1  was  born  here." 

"Well,  then,  how  can  1  balk  curiosity?" 

"By  satisfying  it.  :Monsieur  le  Conite.  T"se  your  Christian 
name;  enter  that  and  your  title  on  the  register." 

"Verv  good:  Comte  Maxinie." 

".\nd  if  you  wouhl  call  yourself  the  manager  of  a  railway 
.  ninpanv.  Arcis  would  lie  content  ;  you  could  keep  it  quiet  for 
a  fortnight  by  ilying  that  tlag." 

"No,  i  prefer  water-works  ;  it  is  less  common.  I  have  come 
10  improve  the  waste-lands  of  the  jirovince.  That,  my  dear 
.Munsiiur  (loulard,  will  be  an  excuse  lor  inviting  myself  to 
dine  at  your  house  to  meet  the  F.eauvisages — to-morrow.  I 
particnlarlv  wish  to  see  them  and  .-ludy  tlicm." 

"I  shall  be  only  too  happy."  said  the  otficial.  "But  I 
must  ask  your  indulgence  for  the  i)overty  of  my  establish- 
ment  " 

"If  I  succeed  in  directing  the  election  at  Arcis  in  accord- 
aniv  with  the  wishes  of  those  wlio  liavo  sent  me  here,  you, 

niv  good   friend,  will   be  made  a   Prefet. — Read  these " 

and  he  held  out  two  other  letters. 
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"Very  pood.  Monsieur  Ic  Conitc,"  tfjiid  Goulard,  as  he  re- 
turned tlicrii. 

"Make  out  a  list  of  all  tiic  votes  at  the  disposal  of  the 
Governineiii.  Aliov^  all.  we  inu.-t  not  appear  to  have  anv 
mutual  uiiderstanditi;:.  I  am  merely  a  speculator,  and  do 
not  care  a  liir  aliout  tlic  <'lc(ti()n." 

"I  will  send  the  j)oliee  superintendent  to  eomi)el  you  to 
write  your  name  on  Toiipart's  re^M>ter."" 

"\v>,  tliat  is  very  ^'ood.  (Jood-niornin.ir,  monsieur. — What 
a  land  we  live  in!"  he  went  on  in  a  loud  tone.  ''It  is  im- 
possii)le  to  stir  a  step  witliout  having  the  whole  posse  at  your 
heels — even  the  Sous-prefet !" 

"Vou  will  have  to  setth"  that  with  the  liead  of  the  police," 
replied   Antonin   emj)hatieally. 

And  twenty  minutes  later  there  was  a  fjreat  talk  at  Ma- 
dame Mollot's  of  hii,di  words  hetween  the  Sous-prefet  and 
the;  Stran;U'er. 

"Well,  and  what  wood  is  the  lo_<;  made  of  that  has  dropped 
into  our  ixxij  ?"  asked  Olivier  X'inet  of  (ioulard.  as  he  came 
away  from  the  inn. 

''A  certain  Comte  ^ilaxime,  eomo  to  studv  the  jjeologv'  of 
the  district  in  the  hope  of  finding  mineral  sources,"  said 
Goulard  indifferently. 

"/I'r-sources  you  should  s;'y,"  replied  Olivier. 

"Does  he  fancy  he  can  raise  any  capital  in  these  parts?" 
asked  Monsieur  Martener. 

"I  douht  our  royali.st  people  seeing  anything  in  that  form 
of  mining,"'  said  Vine!,  smiling. 

"What  do  you  expect,  judging  from  Madame  Marion's 
looks  and  movements;-'''  said  Antonin.  changing  the  con- 
versation Ity  pointing  out  Simon  and  his  aunt  in  eager  con- 
ference. 

Siin,,n  had  gone  forward  to  meet  Madame  Marion,  and 
stood  talking  in  the  square. 

"Well,  if  he  were  acccpfd,  a  word  would  be  enough  to 
tell  him  so,   I  should  think,"  observed   Vinet. 

••Wei;:-"  a>ked  the  two  men  at  once  as  Simon  came  up 
the  lime  walk. 
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"Mv  aunt  has  h()i»os.  Madaiiu'  Ik'auvisa>;e  ami  old  Grovin, 
wlio  was  starting  for  (iondrcsilh',  wi'ir  n^t  surprised  at  our 
prii|M)>al;  our  rfs[H'C'livi'  forliuii's  wvrv  discussed.  Cecile  is 
,,l,-uliit«dy  free  to  make  her  (>uu  clioice.  Finally,  Madame 
Uniuvisago  said  that  for  lier  part  she  saw  no  objection  to 
;i  ronnection  which  did  her  honor,  though,  at  the  same  time, 
-j;r  must  nuike  her  consent  depend  on  my  elect  inn,  and 
:i...-.-il)ly  on  my  a])pearing  in  the  Chamlnr;  and  old  (irevin 
Slid  he  must  consult  the  Comte  do  Gondreville,  as  he  never 
,,ii:ir  to  any  important  decision  witho\it  taking  his  advice." 

•  >,,  vou  will  not  marry  Cecile,  old  hoy,"  said  tioulard 
liliiiitly. 

"And  why  not?"  said  Giguet  ironically. 

■Mv  dear  fellow,  Madame  IJeauvisage  and  her  daughter 
>|i,ii(i  four  evenings  a  week  in  your  aunt's  drawing-room; 
Madame  Marion  is  the  most  thoroughly  lliu'  lady  in  Arcis. 
Though  she  is  twenty  years  the  elder,  she  is  the  object  of 
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of  the  extreme  intimacy  of  your  two  families.  If  Madame 
Btauvisage  is  the  woman  of  fortune,  Madame  Marion  is  the 
iiio-t  looked  up  to;  for,  with  the  exception  of  the  presiding 
judge's  wife — who  sees  no  on(^ — she  is  the  only  woman  who 
ran  entertain  at  all;  she  is  the  (lucen  of  .\rcis.  Madame 
liciuvisage  wi.-hes  to  refuse  politely — that  is  all. 
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ns  to  be  the  moth.er-in-law  of  a  minister  or  of  an 
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ambassador,  so  -s  to  lord  it  in  Paris. 
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"Well,  and  why  not  lliat  y"  .siid  Siiaon  (ii^'uet. 

"I  wish  you  may  get  it  I"  npiied  Gouhiid,  looking  at  Vinet, 
and  thi-y  laughed  as  tlu'V  wont  on  their  way.  "He  will  not 
even  be  elirtcj  I"  he  went  on  to  Olivier.  "Tlie  (Jovernment 
has  sehenies  of  its  uwu.  You  will  find  a  letter  at  home  from 
your  father,  desiring  you  to  secure  every  one  in  your  con- 
nection who  oiiglit  to  vote  for  tlieir  masters.  Your  promotion 
depends  u])()n  it.  and  you  are  to  keep  your  own  counsel." 

"And  who  is  the  man  for  whom  they  an'  to  vote — ushers 
attorneys,  justice  of  tiie  j)ea(e,  and  notaries:-"  asked  Vinet.' 

"The  man  1  will  tell  you  to  vote  for." 

"But  how  do  you  know  that  my  father  has  written  to  mr, 
and  what  he  lias  written?" 

"From  tiie  Unknown." 

"The  man  of  mines?" 

"My  dear  Vinet.  we  are  not  to  know  him;  we  must  treat 
him  as  a  stranger.— He  saw  your  father  as  h(>  came  through 
I'roviiis.  ,/ust  now  this  individual  showed  me  a  letter  from 
the  Prefct  instructing  me  to  act  in  the  matter  of  the  elections 
as  I  shall  he  directed  hy  tliis  Comte  Maxime.  I  should  not 
get  oir  witiiout  having  to  figlit  a  hatth-,  that  I  knew!  Let 
us  dine  together  and  jihin  our  hatteries:  You  want  to  be 
Public  Prosecutor  at  Mantes,  and  1  to  be  Prefet,  and  we 
must  not  ai)pear  to  meddle  in  the  election^,  for  we  are  between 
the  hammer  and  anvil.  Simon  is  the  candidate  put  forward 
by  the  party  who  want  to  ujjset  the  present  Ministrv,  and 
who  may  succeed.  But  for  clear-sighted  men  like  us  there  is 
but  one  thing  to  do." 

"And  that  is?" 

"To  obey  those  who  make  and  unmake  ministries.  The 
letter  that  was  shown  to  me  was  from  a  man  in  the  secrets  of 
the  immutable  idea." 

Before  going  any  further,  it  will  be  necessary  to  explain 
who  this  "miner"  was,  and  what  he  hoped  to  extract  out  of 
the  ])roviiice  of  Champagne. 

About  two  months  l)efore  Simon  Giguet's  day  of  triumph 
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;w  H  candidate,  ut  elevon  o'clock  one  evening,  ju^t  us  tea 
Aa~  Ih'Ui;:  mtvimI  in  the  Marquise  d'l'^imrd's  drawinjj-room 
,,,  till-  Hue  du  Faubourg  Saint-Honore,  the  Clievalier 
:!  K-pard,  her  hrotlier-in-law.  as  he  set  his  cup  (h>wn  on 
Mi,.  rhininey-shelf  and  hjoked  at  the  circle  round  the  lire,  ob- 

MiM'd: 
••Maxinie  was  very  much  out  of  spirits  this  evening— did 

111. I  viiu  think  so?" 

••Well,""  replied  Rastignac,  "his  depression  is  very  natural. 
!!.■  is  cight-and-forty;  at  that  age  a  man  does  not  make 
iiiiiids;  and  when  we  buried  de  Marsay,  Maxime  lost  the 
..iilv  one  wlio  could  thoroughly  understand  hira,  who  could 
tir  (if  use  to  him,  or  make  use  of  him.'' 

••And  lie  ])rohably  has  some  pressing  debts.  Could  not 
v,,u  put  liim  in  the  way  of  paying  them  off?"  said  the 
Miiniuisc  to  Kastignac. 

|{ii>tignac  at  this  juncture  was  in  oftice  for  the  second 
mil.  •,  he  had  just  been  created  Count,  almost  in  spite  of  liira- 
-lif:  his  fatiier-in-law,  the  Baron  de  Xucingen,  had  been 
ni,!(!e  a  peer  of  France;  his  brother  was  a  bishop;  the  Comte 
il.  1,1  [{(M-he-Hugon,  his  brother-in-law,  was  ambassador;  and 
iu'  wMs  siipi.osed  to  be  an  indispensable  element  in  the  com- 
|!--iiion  (if  any  future  ministry. 

••Vou  always  forget,  my  dear  Manpiise,"  replied  Kaslignac, 
■that  (.ur  <;overnm<'nt  changes  its  silver  for  nothing  but  gold  ; 
It  takes  no  accouii:   of  men." 

••|^  Maxime  a  man  to  blow  his  brains  out  ?"  asked  du  Tillet 
tile  hanker. 

••Y(.u  only  wish  he  were!  Then  we  should  be  quits,"  re- 
[.'kmI  Ma.xinie  de  Traillcs.  who  was  supposed  by  all  to  have 
h  ft  the  house. 

Atid  tlie  Count  rose  like  an  apparition  from  the  depths 
-f  a   hnv  eh.air  behind  that  of  llie  Clievalier  d"Espard. 

i!vcrvi)ody  laughed. 

"Will  voii  have  a  cup  of  tea?"  asked  young  Madame  de 
ila^tiLniae,  whom  the  Marquise  had  begged  to  do  the  honors 
■  f  the  tea-table. 
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"Witli  plcasuri',"  .^-uid  tiie  ('(Uiiit.  cniiiin;,'  to  stand  in  front 
of  the  fire. 

TliJH  man,  ilic  prince  of  ilic  rakes  of  Paris,  had,  till  now, 
maintained  the  po.sition  of  .-uperionty  a>sunied  hv  dan<iies- 
in  tlio^i!  days  kn<»wn  m  I'ans  as  ijitnls  juiini's  (Irni'in-hids). 
and  since  then  a>  lii^iis.  It  is  needle^,  in  tell  the  story  of 
his  youth,  full  <if  (lisrepiilaide  adventuro  and  terrihle  drama.-, 
in  which  lie  had  always  mana^^ed  to  oh.-erve  tlie  proprieties. 
To  this  man  women  wito  hut  means  to  an  end  ;  lie  had  no 
bcdiof  in  their  suirerin^rs  or  their  enj(.yment  ;  like  the  decea.sed 
de  .Marsay,  he  rej,Mrded  them  as  nau^dity  .  Iiildren. 

After  running  through  his  own  fortune,  he  ha'l  devoured 
that  of  a  famous  v'ourtesan  known  as  La  hrUr  N nHnndaisr, 
the  mother  of  the  no  less  famous  Ksther  (;(,h<eek.  Then  he 
brought  trouble  on  Madame  de  Ife.Maud,  M.idame  Delpiiine 
de  Xucingen's  sister;  tlie  young  ComtesM'  de  K'astignac  was 
Madame  di>  Xucingen's  daughter. 

Paris  society  is  full  of  incorueiv.il.le  anomalii's.  The 
Baronne  de  Nucingen  was  at  tliis  moment  in  Madame 
d'Kspanl'.s  drawing-room,  face  to  face  with  tlie  author  of  all 
her  sister's  mi.^ery— an  assassin  who  had  (uilv  murdered 
a  woman's  happiness.  That,  no  doubt.  \wis  wliv  he  was 
there. 

-Madame  de  Xucingen  had  dined  with  the  Manpiise,  and 
her  daughter  with  her.  Augusta  de  Xucingen  had  been 
married  for  about  a  year  to  the  Comte  de  Rastignac,  who  had 
started  on  his  political  career  by  holding  the  post  of  I'nder- 
secretary  of  State  in  the  Mini.-try  formed  by  the  famous  de 
Marsay,  the  only  great  statoman  brouglit  to'the  front  l>y  the 
lievolution  of  July.  Count  Miixime  de  Trailles  alone  know 
how  much  di.si.Mcr  he  had  occasioned;  but  be  had  always 
sheltered  hii  ;self  from  blame  by  oluying  the  code  (,f  manlv 
honor.  Though  he  bad  squandered  more  nionev  in  bis  life 
than  the  felons  in  the  four  penal  esial.li.-hments  of  France  had 
stolen  in  the  same  time,  justice  treated  him  with  respect.  He 
bad  never  failed  in  any  (piestion  of  technical  Iwrnor;  he  paid 
his  gambling  debts  with  scrupulous  punctuality.     He  was  a 
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r.,y^\:^\  jilaycr,  und  the  partiicr  of  the  ^rrrat.-st  porsonnKcs 
aid  aml>a>!«U(kirs.  Hi-  <linc.l  witli  all  tiif  iiiciiikTs  of  tho 
(■.,,;,v  ,lii,h>mnti<iiir.  He  wr.tild  ii^'ht  ;  hr  iiad  killtd  two  or 
iliivr  iiini  in  liis  time — luiy.  ln'  hail  iinird.TiMl  llu'iii,  for  his 
-!  ill  aii<l  cooliu'ss  wiTi'  iiiat<hlcs.». 

TIk  re  was  iiui  a  yniiii;:  niau  in  I'aris  to  compare  with  him 
;,i  ,ln  -<.  ill  -,'ra(v  of  maniiLT,  in  ph'a>aiit  wit,  in  I'asi-  und 
nadiiit— .  in  what  ii-cd  to  lif  failed  tiir  '/niihl  iiir.  \a  jiaj^u 
I.,  the  KmiKTor.  iraiiifd  fn.m  tiu'  ap-  .d'  twclv.-  in  horse 
,  N,  ni>r  nf  f\crv  kind,  lie  was  u  not.d  ridn-.  lie  had  alwayn 
fis,  hoiM-  ill  his  stables,  lie  kept  racers,  he  set  the  fashi<m. 
Finallv.  IK.  man  was  more  suicessfiil  than  he  in  giviiif,'  a 
Mjp)..  r  t«i  vniiiiv^'r  men;  he  would  drink  with  the  stoutest, 
and  ,ninc  nut  fiTsh  and  cool,  ready  to  heirin  a^ain,  as  if  orgies 
w.  p'  hi'  element. 

Ma\ime.  one  <d  the  men  whom  everyhody  despises,  but 
uJK!  iniitrol  that  eonteinpt  liy  the  iiiMileiue  of  aiidaeity  and 
II, •  f.ar  thev  in>pire,  never  deceived  himx'lf  as  to  his  position. 
'{'Ill-  uas  wliere  his  strength  lay.  Strong  men  can  always 
ctilieise  tii"mseives. 

At  the  time  of  the  Hestoration  he  had  Ivrni'd  his  em- 
Iiinviiieiil   as  jiage  to  the  Kmperor  to  good  int.      He  at- 

Irit  liletl  his  supjiosed  Ho'iiii)artist  proclivities  >  the  repulses 
lie  had  met  with  from  a  succosioii  of  ministers  when  he  had 
wanted  to  serve  under  the  Rourlxuis;  for.  in  fact,  notwith- 
,-t;iiiding  his  connections,  his  good  l.irth.  and  his  dangerous 
( lixeiiiess.  he  had  never  succeeded  in  getting  an  api)ointinent. 
Tiieii  he  had  joined  the  underground  conspiracy,  which  ended 
III  the  fall  of  the  elder  branch  of  the  Bourbons.  When  the 
-.niinger  branch,  at  the  heels  of  the  Taris  populace,  had 
iianipled  down  the  senior  branch,  and  established  it.-elf  uii  the 
-'■rone.  Maxime  made  the  m.^st  of  his  uttachment  to  Napoleon, 
I'.r  whom  he  cared  no  more  than  for  the  objint  of  his  first 
tlirtation.  He  tlien  did  good  service,  for  which  it  was  ditlieult 
!'i  make  a   return,  as  he  wanted  to  be  repaid   too  often   by 

j pie  who  knew  how   to  kee])  accounts.      .\t  the  first  refusal 

Maxime   assumed    a   hostile   attitude,    threatening   to   reveal 
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certain  ru.t  very  (  rr.ln.il,!..  WrtmU:  fur  a  .Ivriasty  first  s.'t  up 
has,  like  iiifjiiits,  (lirly  IiiicM  to  Iml.', 

!>(•  Mar.-ay.  in  the  (niuM-  nf  |ii>  (ancr,  iiiado  up  for  t!;. 
l>liin<l(Ts  nf  tli..>o  who  lia<l  imdcrvahi.Ml  the  us.fnltu'ss  (if  tin- 
pirsoii  ;  hi'  ciiifiloycd   hiiii  on  .-iich  M'cr.'t  errand^  a^j  n.'fd  ,, 
conccit'ncc  hardened  liy  the  liainnier  of  iH.(--ity.  an  afhln- 
whieli  is  equal  to  any  mod.'  of  aelion.  iiniiuihn,",..  aiuh  aho\p 
all,  tile  coolness,   [.n-fhre  ,,f   rinnd,  and   suilt   apprehension 
of  affairs,  which  are  cond.iiird  to  make  a  liniiD  of  .-(  hminic 
and  superior  poliey.     Such  an  instrument  i>  at  oticr  rare  ac'l 
indispetisahie.      I),.   Marsay   intentioMally  sc.ured  to   Maxime 
do  Trailles  a   lirtii   footin;,'  in   the  hi;,diest   ^o.uil   circles;  li,. 
represented  him  as  hein;:  a  man  matured  l,y  pa-ion.  tau^'ht 
by  experience,  knowing:  men  and  thin;,'s.  to  uliom  traveling 
and  a  fadiity  of  oh.^ervation  had  ^'iven  ;,M-eat  knowledi^'e  of 
European  intere^ts,  of  ■    reii;n  Cahinets,  and  of  the  connec- 
tions of  all  the  ;,'reat  (ontinental   families.      I),.   Marsay  im- 
pressed on   Maxinie  the  necessity   for  doin;,'  himself  credit; 
he  explained  to  him  that  discretion  was  not  so  much  a  virtui 
as  a  good  speculation;  he  proved   to  him   that   pow.T  never 
evades  the  touch  of  a  stn.nj,'  and  trustworthv  tool,  at  the  same 
time  eiegai't  and  polished. 

"In  political  life  you  can  only  squeeze  a  man  once."  said 
he,  blamin;,'  luni  for  havini,'  uttered  a  threat. 

And   Maxinie  was  the  man  to  understand  all   the  signiii- 
cance  of  the  axiom. 

At  de  Mar.-ay's  death.  Comte  Maxinie  do  Trailles  fell  back 
into  his  old  life.  He  went  every  year  to  ga,iilile  at  water- 
ing-plaet>s.  and  returned  to  spend  the  winter  in  Paris;  hut. 
alllioiigh  he  received  from  time  to  time  som(>  cousjdorablc 
sums  dug  out  of  the  <h'pths  of  very  tij.dit-locked  .bests.  thi> 
sort  of  half-jiay  due  to  a  man  of  spirit,  who  might  at  anv 
moment  be  made  use  of.  and  who  was  in  the  contidcnce  of 
many  mysteries  of  antagonistic  diplomat.^,  was  insutricient 
for  the  cvtravagnnt  splenrlnr  .d'  a  life  like  tliat  of  this  kiui.' 
of  the  dandies  the  tyrant  <if  four  or  five  Paris  clut)s.  H.  icc 
the  Count  had  many  hours  of  une.isine-s  over  th.e  financial 
question. 
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ll.iMiiK  tui  t'.»iatfs  or  lll\(■^  iiitiils.  Ill'  had  iifvor  Im'cii  .iblo 

,  -;ii  i^;.'lli<'ii  lii^  |K)-iti<>ii  lis   Ipciti;;  clcctfil  'Ifputt';  ami  liav- 

iM-  (i-!iii?ililc  <lulii'.-.  II   ua-  mil  III'  lii«  power  ti)  Imld  tlie 

.    I,    ici  a  ;.'n;ii   man'.-  llintat,  ami  pt  lum.-t'lf  imnU'  a  pwr 

;   I  I. lilt''.      Ami  liiiii'  \\a>  ^.'ainiii;:  ><u  linii  ;  di-.'-ipatioM  at  all 

,  1  .U   had   daiiia^'fd    In-   hcallli    ami    p.  ixiti.      In    sjiitf   of   a 

,  I', .i-. .1111   appraiam.'.  ln'  kiP'W  il  ;  lu'  did  iiut  dcccivi'  liiiivsclf. 

i|.   dritriiiiiicd  In  r-rtiif,  (o  iiuuTV.      lie  w a>  t'>o  ilf\tT  a  man 

!,.  .i\i  rc>tim.itt'  ihr  Iriif  vahic  <>\'  his  po-ition  ;  it  was.  lie  knew, 

.III  illiisMii.     So  he  could  not  tiiul  a  uifr  111  till'  lliglH'^^t  I'aris 

,,.,  i,i\.  iiMi-  111  ihr  iiiiddlr  ila.-s.      Ill'  riMjiiircd  a  vast  uinount 

.if  ,-pilr.   uiili   appiirt'iit   ^im•l■rll}    and    nal   service  done,   to 

iiiiKr  hiniMlt'  acieptahle;  for  ovi-ry  one  liop.'d   for  his  fall, 

.i!,,i  ,1  Mill  id'  lU-liuk  mijilit  he  111?  nun. 

1 1'  .nil"  he  should  find  hmiself  in  pri-oii.  at  Cliehy  or 
.iliiMiid,  a^  a  re.-ult  of  sMiiie  hill  id"  exe!iaii«:e  that  he  failed  to 
i!iu'"ii;ite.  he  wniild  dmp  iiitu  the  -iilf  where  .-o  many  political 
li.ail  11,1-11  are  to  he  .-eeii  who  do  nut  comfort  each  other.  At 
ilii.  \i  I  ,  ,•  he  wa-  dreadiii;,'  the  falling'  stones  frnm  some 

[H.riinns  M  .lie  awful  \.i!il!  which  delil-  hiiild  Up  over  many 
a  I'aii.-ian  head.  I'c  liad  allowed  his  anxiety  to  be  seen  in 
i.:»  f.ice:  he  had  ri  fu-ed  tn  play  here  at  .Madame  (rKspard's; 
iie  iiiid  heeii  ah^eiit-inindod  while  talking;  to  ladies;  and 
11.  il,  i  ended  liv  .-ittiii<r  niute  and  ah.-orhed  in  the  armchair 
ri'.iM  which  he  now  roH;  like  liamiuo's  ghost. 

I  unite  Ma.xinie  de  'I'railles,  standing  in  the  middle  of  the 
tiP-frniit.  niider  the  cross-lights  of  two  large  candelabra, 
fmind  hiniM'lf  the  centre  of  direct  or  indirect  observation. 
'I'lir  few  words  that  had  been  t^aid  reiiuircd  him  to  assume 
an  attitude  of  defiance;  and  he  stood  tl-ere  like  a  man  of 
.pirit.  but  without  arrogance,  determined  to  show  himself 
-uprnor  to  suspicion.  A  painter  could  rot  have  had  a 
iii.ir,  favorable  moment  for  sketching  this  really  remarkable 
i::a.'i. 

1  -r  must  not  a  man  have  e.Ktraordinary  gifts  to  i)lay  such 
a  part  a.-  his,  tn  have  fascinated  women  I'or  thirty  years,  to 
huv.    Lununanded  liimseif  to  u.-e  his  talents  only  m  a  .secret 
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sphere— t'xcu HI-  a  pn-plr  i.,  yvUd,  .li.M-..v.-riiig  the  mysteric-s 
ol  the  a.^tulcst  pulitinans,  aii.l  tnuniplnn-  ..nlv  iii  ladi.-' 
boudoirs  or  in...,-.,  pns.t.  ,■„„„...  :^  I>  ,|„.,v  noi  s.,ni,.thir^' 
gnuHl  m  h,M„g  able  lu  nn-  i,,  the  h,;.!,,.,  M-h..,„,s  nf  p„lUic.u 
iife,  and  lliei.  eahnly  .hup  i.a.k  into  tl,,.  ,n>,^rn,iira,uv  of  a 
tnvol.n,.  exist.MK..:'  A  man  lunA  l.e  of  mm  who  raa  liv. 
through  the  all,T„ai„m>  of  th..  ^amw^  lahle  a„.i  the  suddou 
journey,  ol  a  pol,tu-aI  ag.M.t.  who  ean  k,  ,.p  „p  th.  war  footin^^ 
of  e  egance  atid  fa>h,on  and  the  expe,,..  of  .....sstrv  civ.litic: 
to  the  ta,r  .ex  ui,o,..  uu;uovy  is  a  p.rf,.,,  l,h,,„;  of  .raft 
and  falsehood,  who  ,an  hid.,  so  „,anv  an.l  s,i,h  .l,irr,vnt  idea^ 
and  so  many  tneks  of  eraft,  un.l,,-  M,<h  nnp.netraMc.  suavuv 
of  manner.  U  the  bre,..e  of  favor  had  hlown  sfadilv  oi't 
those  ever-spread  sa,i>,  ,f  the  cou,>e  of  ovonts  ha.f  served 
Maxnne  bette,-,  he  might  have  been  a  Ma.arin,  a  Mareehal  de 
cbeheu,  a  I'otemk.n-or  perhaps,  more  exaetlv,  a  Lauzun, 
minus  1  ignerol. 

The  Count,  a  fairly  tall  man,  and  not  in<.],nin,-  to  be  fat 
bad  a  eertam  amount  of  ston.a.h :  but  ho  Minmv-id  it 
majestieally-to    use    HnUat-Savarin-s    won!-,      i;,.    Hothec 

too^  were  so  well  mado  that  his  tignre  pn.,.n,.d  a  vouthful 
aspeet,  and  there  was  soniothing  ji.!,-,  ^nd  ,■;: -v  ,n  In-     -nve 

njents,  whu-h  was  due.,  no  doubt,  to  ,.o,..n,t  .^^^^^^^^^^^^ 
habit    oteneing,    ndmg.    and    shooting.      Ma. in,.,     lad,    in 
taet,  all  the  phy>.,.al  ;:raee  an.l  .l,>tin..i>on  of  an  ari^toerat 
enhaneed  by  lus  admirable  >.t-up.--      Ii,s  fa,-,,  was  lon^  t^ 

the  lWu-b.m  typ...  fnnn..,l  in  wln.k,.rs  and  a  b..anl  un.ler'his 
chin   carefully  ent  and  eurl..,l.  ami  as  bia.  k  as  jo,      This  hue 

matehingthatofhisthi..kI:.„.,va>p,. n,.,I  bv  tlu 'use  S 

an  Indian  eosmet.e,  v..ry  exp^n^v...  an.l  known  onlv  ,n  ]>ersia 

ofwhiehMa.xnnekept,he......,vt.      He  tims  ..h.at.d  ,h..  k..  '.' 

est^eye  as  to  the  white  hairs  wb,..!,  ha,!  b.n^  .„,.■..  M.vak,.d  the 

natural      -a.-k        The   pe..ul,an,v   of   ,1,,;,,,.,    ,,„,    J,' 

orsians  tor  thm  ivanis,  :s  that  i,  d,„..  not  mak..  tho  f..;tures 

look  hard;  ,t  ean  he  s..ft,.n..d  l,v  an  admixtutv  of  m.!,..,   and 

.arn.on,..swuh,b....ohu-.>f  „„.,.,,     This,  no  d.m; u  w^ 

the  operation  s..en  by  Madam..  MoUot  ;  bu^  it  remains  to  thi. 
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,|i>   ,1  staiuliiifr  joke  at  Arcis  to  wonder  now  ami  apiin.  at 
1  !,■  fvt'iiing  iiiei'tiiip.s,  "what  Madame  Mollot  did  see." 

Miixiiiir  had  a  fine  f.inhcad,  1)1  lie  eye^.  a  (Jreeian  nose, 
,,  |,!,iisinl  luoutli.  and  well-sliaped  eliin  ;  hut  all  round  his 
,,..  ucrc  a  myriad  wrinkles,  as  line  as  it'  they  had  Keen 
.:;,rk,ii  with  a  razor— invisihle,  in  fact,  at  a  little  distance. 
Ti  ,  vr  were  similar  lines  on  his  temples,  and  all  his  face  was 
;  -,,.h1  deal  wrinkled.  His  eyes,  like  thos.'  of  gamltlcrs  who 
]■::'.<■  sit  ii[i  night  after  night, were  covered  with  a  sort  of  glaze  ; 
ill!  their  lodk.  if  dimmed,  was  only  the  more  terrihle — nay, 
',  rnf\ing.  It  so  evidently  covered  a  brooding  fire,  the  lavas 
if  naif-extinguished  passions.  The  mouth  too,  once  fresh  aiul 
-arirt.  had  a  cold  shade,  and  it  was  not  quite  straight;  the 
r  jlii-liar.d  corn(>r  drooped  a  little.  This  sinuous  line  seemed 
;,,  hint  at  falsehood.  N'ice  had  disfigured  the  smile,  but  his 
!,.  ih  were  still  sound  and  white. 

Thrx'  hlcmishcs.  too.  were  overlooked  in  the  general  effect 
.if  ins  face  and  figun'.  His  grace  was  still  so  attrai'tive  that 
li..  xoiuiL'er  man  could  compare  with  Maxinie  on  horseback 
;n  ilir  Uois  de  lioiilogne,  where  he  appeared  more  youthful 
^iii.!  graceful  than  the  youngest  ami  most  graceful  of  them 
.i;;.  This  privilege  of  eternal  youth  has  been  seen  in  some 
lilt  II  of  our  day. 

|)e  Trailles  wa-;  all  the  more  dangerous  because  he  seemed 
\ hiding  and  indolent,  and  never  betrayed  his  obstinate  fore- 
Iron.'  conclusions  on  every  subject.  This  charming  indiffer- 
,  :;r,  .  which  enabled  him  to  back  u\\  a  seditious  mob  with  as 
!in;rh  skill  as  he  c<uild  have  brought  to  bear  on  a  Court 
iiiingiie  to  strengthen  the  p  ..-itiou  of  a  King,  bad  a  certain 
rliariii.  No  one.  especially  in  France,  ever  distrusts  what 
Mcm<  calm  and  homogeneous;  we  are  accustomed  to  so  much 
stir  about  trifles. 

The  Count,  dressi'd  in  the  fashion  of  IS.'^O.  had  on  a  black 
..■at.  a  dark  blue  cashmere  waistcoat  embroidered  with  light 
Mue  sprigs,  black  trousers,  gray  silk  socks,  and  patent  leather 
4!i  e^.  His  watch,  in  his  waistcoat  pocket,  was  secured 
•hruugh  a  button-hole  by  a  neat  gold  chain. 


♦1 


1(>4 


THE  ME.MRKU  FOR  ARCIS 


"Kastigiiac,"  said  hv,  ;is  hr  atcepted  tlio  cup  of  toa  held 
out  10  hini  l.y  thr  pivity  Cnunloss,  '-will  vou  come  with  me 
to  the  Austrian  cuii).i--v  ?'" 

'•My  dear  fellow,  1  .mi  too  rcccntlv  married  not  to  l'o  home 
with  my  wife." 

"Which  means  that  hy  and  l,y r"  said  the  voiin;^  c.unt- 

osp,  looking  round  al  her  hushand. 

^^  "By  and  hy  is  the  end  of  the  world/'  replied  Mnxinu". 
"But  if  you  make  madamu  the  judge,  that  will  win  the  ca<e 
for  mo,  I  think?"" 

^  Count  Ma.xime.  with  a  graceful  gesture,  drew  the  pretty 
Countess  to  his  side;  she  li^ieiird  i,,  ,,  f,.u-  words  he  said  and 
then  remarked,  "Jf  y,,i,  ],!<..  ,,,  p,  ,,,  ,i„,  ,,,„i,,„,,.  ,,i,i,  ^j,,,^. 
sieur  do  Trailles,  my  nioiher  will  take  me  home." 

A  few  minutes  later  the  Ilaroniie  .].■  Xiiein^r^,,,  ,.,nd  iio 
C;;..tesse  do  Rastignac  w,.,it  .-nvay  t-. -ether.  Maxim.,  nd 
Eastignac  soon  followed  ;  and  when  they  were  sitting  lo^r.-ther 
in  the  carriage: 

^^  'jWhat  do  you  want  (if  i,,...  .Maxii.ic?"  ;i.-k.d  ih.'  liu^baml. 
"What  is  the  hurry,  thai  y  ,11  liike  nie  i,y  i!,..  liiniat?  And 
what  did  you  say  to  my  wife:'" 

"That  1  wanted  to  speak  in  y,,u."  renll,.!  Monsieur  de 
Trailles.  "You  are  a  lucky  ihig.  y,,,,  aiv!  \,,u  have  ended 
by  marrying  the  sole  hcircs.-  ,,{  ti,..  Xnciiigen  miilions— 
but  you  have  worked  for  it.  Twcniv  vears  of  penal  servi- 
tude  " 

"Ma.xime!" 

"While  I  find  myself  looked  at  askance  hy  everyhodv,"  he 
went  on,  without  heedinir  t!ie  interrufition.  ".\  wretched 
creature— a  du  Tillet— asks  if  I  have  courage  enough  to  kill 
niy.self!  It  is  time  to  see  where  we  stand^Do  thev  want 
me  out  of  the  way.  or  do  they  i„t  ;■'  y,,,,  ,..,,^  f„„]  „yt— you 
mnst  find  out,"  said  Maxime,  sih-ncinir  Iiastignae  l.y  a  gesture. 
"This  is  my  plan  ;  listen  to  it.  "^'ou  onirht  tn  do  riie  a%ervice 
— I  have  served  you.  and  can  serve  you  again.  The  life  I  am 
leading  bores  me,  and  I  want  a  i)ension.  {felp  me  to  con- 
elude  a  marriage  which  will  secure  me  half  a  million;  once 
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iiiarried,  get  me  sent  as  Minister  io  some  wretched  American 
r.puiilic.  1  will  stay  tliere  long  enough  to  justify  my  ap- 
iioiitiiiiiit  U.  a  similar  post  in  Germany.  If  1  am  good  for 
,i:ivil;ing,  1  shall  be  promoted;  if  1  am  good  for  nothing,  I 
.-iiall  lie  cashiered. — I  may  have  a  son;  1  will  bring  him  up 
wtriiilv;  his  mother  will  be  rich;  I  will  train  him  to 
(lijilmiiiKy ;  he  may  become  an  ambassador  I" 

"And  this  is  my  answer,"'  said  Kastignac.  "There  is  a 
h.ir.liT  struggle  to  be  fought  out  than  the  outside  world 
,iii;i;:iiies  between  a  power  in  swaddling  clothes  and  a  child 
in  power.  The  power  in  swaddling  clothes  is  the  Cliamber 
(.f  |)e]>uties.  which,  not  being  restrained  by  a  hereditary 
I  i:aiiiber '" 

•Aha:"  said  ^laxime,  "you  are  a  peer  of  France!" 

"And  !-hall  I  not  remain  so  under  any  government?"'  said 
iiir  nrwly-made  peer.  "But  do  not  interrupt,  you  are  in- 
trn^ttil  in  ail  this  muddle.  The  ('hainber  of  Deputies  will 
11]'  vitably  1"'  the  whole  of  the  (iovernment,  as  Marsay  useil 
t.,  \Al  us — the  only  man  who  might  have  rescued  France; 
f-  !■  .1  nation  does  not  die;  it  is  slave  or  free,  that  is  all.  The 
.  ''iil.l  in  power  is  the  dynasty  crowned  in  the  month  of  August 
l.-^.io. 

"Tlie  present  Ministry  is  beaten:  it  has  dissolved  the 
('han.ber,  and  will  call  a  general  election  to  prevent  the  next 
.Mnii>try  from  having  the  chance;  but  it  has  no  hope  of  a 
vutorv.  If  it  should  be  victorious  in  the  elections,  the 
(IvMii.-ty  would  be  in  danger;  whereas,  if  the  Ministry  is  turned 
out.  the  dynastic  party  may  struggle  on  and  hold  its  own  for 
.-nine  time  yet.  The  blunders  of  llie  Chainljer  will  turn  to  the 
:"l\antage  of  a  Will,  which,  unfortuiuitcly,  is  the  mainspring 
of  politics.  When  one  man  i,-  all  in  all,  as  Napoleon  was, 
\hr  •  onient  comes  wlu'ii  he  must  have  re])re,-entatives ;  and 
as  sHjirrior  men  are  rejeeted.  the  gnat  iicail  is  not  repre- 
-'I'.tid.  The  representative  is  called  the  Cabinet,  and  in 
France  tliere  is  no  Cabinet — only  a  Will  for  life.  In  France 
eiiiy  liiosc  \v1k)  govern  can  iihinder.  the  Ojiposition  can  never 
i.iuiuler;  it  may  lose  every  battle  and  be  none  the  worse;  it 
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is  enougli  if,  like  tlic  AIIil-s  in  1814,  it  wins  hut  one  victon,'. 
Witii  'tliri'e  glorious  days"  i>  could  destroy  I'vi-ry tiling.  Heme 
not  to  gDVt'rn,  Inii  to  -n  and  wait,  is  to  lie  ilie  next  heir  lo 
power.  Now,  my  pcrMiiial  ieilings  are  on  the  side  of  the  ari>- 
toeracy,  niy  publie  (ipuiHiiis  nii  that  of  the  dynasty  of  .July. 
The  House  of  Orleans  has  helped  me  to  rein.-tate  the  fortunes 
of  my  family,  and  1  am  attaehed  to  it  for  evi'r."" 

"The  for  ever  of  .Monsieur  de  Talhyiand,  of  course,"  de 
Trail les  put  in. 

"So  at  the  present  moment  1  can  do  nothing  for  you,"  Uas- 
tignac  went  on.  "We  shall  not  he  in  power  these  six  months. 
— Yes,  for  those  si.x  months  we  .'-hall  he  dying  hy  inches  :I  have 
always  known  it.  We  knew  our  fate  fi'om  the  lir>t;  we  were 
but  a  stop-gap  ministry. — But  if  you  distinguish  your.«elf 
in  the  thick  of  the  electoral  fray  that  is  heginning,  if  you 
become  a  vote — a  memher — faithful  to  the  reigning  ilynasty, 
your  wishes  shall  he  attended  to.  1  can  say  a  great  deal 
about  your  zeal,  I  can  poke  my  nose  i,  every  -eeret  docu- 
ment, every  private  and  confidential  lette;-.  and  lind  you  some 
tough  place  to  work  up.  if  you  succeed.  1  can  urge  your 
claims — your  skill  and  <levotion — and  demand  the  reward. 

"As  to  your  marriage,  my  dear  t'ellou.  that  can  only  be 
arrange*!  in  the  country  with  >ome  family  of  amlutious  manu- 
facturers. In  Pari>  you  are  too  well  known.  The  thing  to 
find  is  a  millionaire,  a  parvenu,  with  a  daughter,  and  pos- 
sessed  with  the  amliition   to  swagger  at   the  Tiiileries." 

"Well;  but  get  your  father-in-law  to  lend  me  twenty-five 
thousand  francs  to  carry  nu'  over  meanwhile;  then  he  will  be 
intoresteil  in  my  not  being  dismissed  with  empty  promises, 
and  will  promote  my  marriage." 

'"You  are  wide-awake,  Ma.xinie.  ami  you  do  not  trust  me, 
but  I  like  a  clever  fellow;  1  will  arrange  that  little  business 
for  you." 

The  carriage  stopped. 

The  Comte  de  Hastignac  saw  the  Minister  of  the  '^n.erior 
in  the  Hmha-sy  drawing-room,  and  <lri'\v  him  into  a  ci  rner. 
The  Comte  de  Trailles  was  apparently  devoting  himself  to  the 


TIIK  MKMBKR   FOR  ARCIS 


107 


„1<!  ('oii>t('>s('  (k'  LisIoiiKTc,  but  in  reality  lie  was  wati'hing 
II ;   he   marked   their   i;estur»'s.   interpreted   theii 


!if  !wo  me 
!;inri'-.  and 
:niii  i!ic  Mmir-ter's  eve, 


at   last  cau'dit  a   I'liendlv  lootc  towards  himself 


M:i\iine  and   lla^li^fnac  went  away  to;,n'ther  at  one  in 
■I'nre  thev  eaeli  ''(>(  into  his  own  carriage. 


[li^rnnii:,  and  Ih 


the 
Ras- 


;:ac 

■(  'dIIK 


■an 


1  on  the  stairs 


t( 


)  see 


me  when  the  eleetions  are  coming  on. 


Be- 


tAiMii  tlu>  a 

iikrlv     In     \>r 


nd  ihen  1  shall  lind  <ait  where  the  Opposition  is 
-iromrest.   and    what    remedv    inav   be   devised 


I\u.i  sill 


h  minds  as  ours." 


1  am  in  a  hurry  lor  those  twenty-five  thousand  francs!" 
:■■!  i  1(1  dc  Trailles. 

■Wrll.  keep  out  of  sight." 

Ahout  seven  weeks  later,  one  morning  l)efore  it  was  light, 
"  ,■  (  unite  de  Trailles  drove  mysteriously  in  a  hackney  cab 
',,  i!ie  Rue  de  Varenne.  He  dismissed  the  cab  on  arriving  at 
;:  ,  (juor  of  the  Minister  of  Public  Works,  looked  to  see  that 
i.  ua-  not  watched,  and  then  waited  in  a  small  room  on  the 
;,iM  tloor  till  l{a>tignac  should  he  up.  In  a  fi'W  minutes  the 
ii;!:;--crvant.  who  had  carried  in  .Ma\inie"s  i  ard,  showed  him 
int'i  his  master's  room,  where  tlie  great  ma",  was  finishing  his 
t-ii'-t. 

■Mv  dear  fellow."  said  the  Minister,  "I  can  tell  you  a  secret 
ui.ii  will  lie  piddishcd  in  the  iiew<papt'rs  within  two  days, 

■  !  uhich  von  can  turn  to  good  account.  That  poor  Charles 
i\-,'ir.  who  danced  tlie  mazurka  so  well,  has  bee"  killed  in 
.\{vir:\.  and  he  was  our  candidate  for  tlie  lioroiigh  and  district 
■  '  \ivis.  llis  death  leaves  a  gap.  Here  are  copies  of  the 
;,,,,  r,, ports — one  from  ihe  Sous-prefet,  the  other  from  the 
\'  ':!■■<■  Commissioner — informing  the  Ministry  that  there  w€>re 
:  ':■  ulties  in  the  uav  of  ntir  ])oor  friend's  election.  In  the 
■;  >';iii'  Comniis>ioner"s  letter  von  will  tind  some  information 
ii-  lo  tile  >tate  of  the  town  which  will  be  -uHici.'nt  to  iruide  a 
man  of  vour  ability.  i"r  the  ambition  of  ])oor  Ch;;rles  Keller's 
n[i|M.iic!!t  is  fonmled  on  his  wi>!i  to  marry  an  heiress.  To  a 
nia;,   like  you   this   is  hint   enough.— The   Cinq-Cygnes.  the 
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I'niicessc  dc  (';i(li-:iaii.  .iiid  (;.'(u,,'rs  do  Maufrigneuse  are 
within  a  stone'-  tlin-u  ,d'  Arcis;  v.hi  could  at  uecd  K.-cure  the 
k'lritinii.-i   votes. — So " 

"Do  not  near  yoiir  ton,i:ui'  out."  said  Maxime.  "Is  the 
Police   ConunissiontT   >till   at    Arc-is"''" 

"Vos." 

"(live  ine  a  line  to  him."' 

"My  drar  tVIInw.-  siid  l.'a.-t i-rnac.  .iiiving  Maximo  a  packet 
of  pajxTs.  "you  uill  liiMJ  iliiiv  two  letters  written  to  Gondre- 
ville  to  introduce  you.  Vou  have  heen  a  pa^re.  he  was  a  sena- 
tor—y(ui  will  under>iand  eaeli  other.— Madame  Frangois 
KeUer  is  addicted  to  puty  :  here  is  a  letter  to  her  from  the 
Marechale  de  Cari-hano.  i'hc  Marechale  is  now  Orleanist ;  she 
recommends  you  warmly,  and  wili,  in  fact,  he  j^'oing  to  Arcis.— 
1  have  only  one  word  to  add:  P.e  on  your  guard  against  the 
Sous-prefet  :  I  helieve  him  to  he  very  eapahle  of  taking  up  this 
Simon   (Jiufuct   as  an   advocate   wilii   the  ex-1'resident  of  the 

Council.      If  you   need  more  letters,  powers,  introductions 

write  to  me." 

"And  the  twenty-five  thoiisind   francs?"  aske<l  Maxime. 

"Sign  this  1)111  on  du  'i'ilh't  :  Ikmv  is  the  nionev." 

"T  shall  >uccerd,"  saiil  the  Count,  "and  von  can  promise 
the  authorities  that  the  Meniher  for  Arcis  will  he  theirs,  body 
and  soul.     If  I   fail,  jtitch  nu'  overhoa;-d  1" 

And  within  an  hour  Maxinn  de  Trailles,  driving  his  tilburj-, 
was  on  the  road  to  .\reis. 


As  soon  as  he  was  furnished  with  the  information  supplied 
by  the  landlady  of  the  Muhl  and  Antonin  Goulard,  Mon- 
sieur de  Trailles  lost  no  tinu'  in  arranging  the  plan  of  his 
electoral  campaign— a  plan  so  obvious  that  the  reader  will 
have  divined  it  at  once.  This  shrewd  agent  for  his  own 
private  politics  at  oiu'c  set  up  I'hileas  as  the  candidate  in  op- 
position to  Simon  Giguet  ;  ami.  notwithstanding  that  the 
man  was  an  unlikely  ciidier.  the  id.^a.  it  must  be  admitted, 
had  strong  chances  in  its  favor.  }^>eauvisage.  as  wearing  the 
halo  of  municipal  autlmritv.  h.-id.  with  the  great  mass  of  in- 
different voters,  the  advantajre  of  being  known  by  reputation. 
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I,  _'  ■  rulos  tho  dovoloptiR'nt  of  iilTairs  here  lu'low  more  than 
!  _;iii   bo  suppnR'd — it  is  like  a  wife  to  whom,  after  ever)- 

;  ill  !ity,  a  man  is  sure  to  return. 

ri.iin  8ense  deiuantls  tiiat  the  electors  eallid  upon  to  olioose 

:,  nrrsentative  of  their  eommoii  intercut.-  shouhl  always  be 

,     mv  informed  as  to  his  fitness,  his  h()ne>ty,  and  his  ehar- 

.    ;  r.      In  practiei',  no  (lonl)t,  tliis  tiieory  is  often  eonsiderably 

-■i\i;!!cd;  but  whenever  tlie  ek'ctoral  Ibx  k  is  left  to  follow  itn 

■  -liiuts,  and  ean  believe  that  it  is  votin;,'  in  olie<lieiue  to  its 

UM  lifihts  and  intellif^ence.  it  may  bo  trusted  to  tlirow  zeal 
;:  ij  (Miiiscious  pride  into  it^  deeisions;  honee,  while  knowing 
••.I  ir  man  is  half  the  battle  in  the  electoral  sense,  to  know  his 
i,.iiiic  is,  a1  any  rate,  a  j^ckkI  be.i^innin;,'- 

Among  lukewarm  voters,  lieginning  with  the  most  fervent, 
rh;i<  as  was  certain,  in  the  first  instance,  to  si'cure  the  (londre- 
•  iii-  j.arty.  Any  candidate  would  he  certain  of  the  support 
.  !'  the  I'icrroi/  of  Arcis,  if  it  were  only  to  punish  the  audacity 
■  f  Simon  (iii'uet.  The  election  of  ai\  up.~tart.  in  the  verv  act 
if  liagrant  ingratitude  and  hoslility.  wotild  ca>t  a  slur  on  the 
<  .  iiite  de  Ciondreville's  provincial  >upremacy,  and  must  be 
:iv.';;,m1  at  any  cost.  Still,  l^cauvisage  must  e\[M'ct,  at  the 
i:!-'  announcement  of  his  parliamentary  ambition,  a  far  from 
:;:it!'Ting  or  encouraging  expression  of  surprisi'  on  the  part 
if  t;i.-  father  in-law  (.irevin.  The  old  man  had,  onco  for  all, 
;;iK.ii  his  son-in-law"s  measure  ;  and  to  a  mind  as  well  balanced 
::,  li  1  lear  as  his,  the  notion  of  Phileas  as  a  statesman  would 
:  n-  the  same  uni)leasant  effect  as  a  startling  discord  has  on 
thr  rar.  Also,  if  it  is  true  thi.t  no  man  is  a  prophet  in  his 
I  ''. ;:  country,  lie  is  still  less  so  in  his  own  family.  whcri>  any 
;••>. Ignition  of  even  the  most  indisjiutalile  success  is  grudged 
■■;■  (piestioned  long  after  it  has  ceased  to  be  doubted  by  the 

•!iir  world.  But.  the  first  shock  over,  (irevin  would  ])rol)a- 
ii.v  become  accustomed  to  an  alternative,  winch,  after  all, 
v>as  tiot  antagonistic  to  his  own  notions  for  the  future  exist- 
r'.vr  of  Severine.  And  then  what  sacrifice  \\<niid  he  not  be 
•..civ  to  make  to  save  the  high  inliuence  of  the  Ciondrevilles, 
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could  liavc  anv  uci^dit  in  the  (■lccti,)n-  cxcciitin;,'  to  turn  the 
scale.  Monsieur  dc  Traillcs'  noininfc  had  one  >traii<'c  reconi- 
niciulation — naindv,  his  acknou  Icd^d  ineptitude.  Thi-r 
two  fractional  clcrn.'nts  of  the  anti-dynastic  opposition  knew 
that  neither  was  >tron<r  enou^di  to  return  a  nieiniier;  lien.-.' 
they  would  proiiaidy  he  ea^^T  to  emiirace  an  oppnri  iinitv  nf 
playinj,'  a  trick  on  what  they  diMlainfully  called  the  estali- 
lishod  order  of  thin-rs;  and  it  ini.uht  conlideiitlv  ho  e.x].ectc(i 
that,  in  cheerful  di'si)eralion.  they  wuuld  heartilv  contrihutr 
to  the  success  of  a  candidate  so  ^M'ossly  ridiculous  as  to  retlcct 
a  hroad  i.eani  of  ridicule  on  the  (iovernnient  that  could  sup- 
port his  flection.  Finally,  in  the  snlfrajres  of  the  I.ef! 
Centre,  which  had  provisionally  accepted  Simon  (Ji^niet  as  iis 
candidate,  iJeauvisaixe  would  ^nve  rise  to  a  strong'  secession, 
since  he  too  pne  himself  out  as  onpo.ed  to  the  reifrniuir 
dynasty;  and  Monsieur  do  'Praillcs.  peiidini:  further  orders 
while  assuring'  the  .Mayor  (d"  the  .-ujiport  (.f  the  Ministry, 
meant  to  encouraf^e  that  political  hias.  which  was  undouht- 
edly  the  most  popular  on  the  scene  <d"  opcrati'>ns. 

Whatever  hudi^et  of  convictions  the  inmrruptddo  repre- 
sentative might  carry  with  him  to  l»aris,  his  horoscope  was 
drawn;  it  was  (piite  certain  that  on  his  very  first  apnearance 
at  the  Tuileries.  anirust  fascination  wou'.i  win  him  over  to 
fanaticism,  if  the  mere  snares  of  ministen  ,1  enticement  were 
not  enou'^h  to  jjroduce  that  result. 

Public  interest  bein;r  so  satisfactorily  arranged  for,  the 
electoral  agent  had  now  to  con.-ider  thi'  per>omiI  (pu\stion: 
Whether,  while  manufacturing  a  deputy,  he  could  find  th.' 
stuff  that  would  also  make  a  father-in-law.  'i'he  first  point 
—the  fortune,  and  the  second  point—the  young  ladv.  met  Lis 
views;  the  first  without  dazzling  him.  the  second  without 
his  being  blind  to  the  defects  of  a  provincial  education  whicii 
must  he  corrected  from  the  beginning,  but  which  would  proba- 
bly not  offer  any  serious  resistance  to  bis  skilful  marital 
guidance.  ]\radaine  15eauvisage  carried  her  husband  awav  by 
storm,  she  was  an  ambitious  woman,  who,  in  spite  of  her 
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ir-;ind-forty  years,  ^till  sconiotl  coii-rious  of  a  licart.  Con- 
,;;,  ntly,  tlie  best  giiine  to  play  would  perhaps  U-  a  feint  at- 
a  nil  her,  to  be  subsf(iaently  turned  on  the  dau^ditor. 
Il,,\v  far  must  thf  advanced  works  bo  carried?  A  (pu'stion 
lir  answiTi'd  as  circuiiistanees  niij^ht  direct.  In  any  case, 
r.ir  as  the  two  women  were  concerned,   Maxime  felt  that 

•  mI  ihe  strong  reconimendatinn  of  his  title,  his  reputation 
,1  man  of  fasliion,  and  his  peculiar  fitiu-ss  to  initiate  them 

In  the  clej^ant  and  ditlicult  arcana  of  I'aris  life  ;  and,  finally, 
I  he    founder    of    Heauvisa;.'<'"s    political    fortunes,    which 

uini>ed  such  a  ha]»|iy   revolution   in   tiie  life  of  these  two 
'.(1  ladies,  mijjht  not  Monsieur  de  TraiUes  expect  to  find 
ii  nithusiastically  grateful? 
\!  tlie  same  time,  there  remained  one  serious  difficulty  in 

.    way  of  a   successful   matrimonial   campaign.     He  must 

.lam  the  consent  of  old  (irevin.  who  was  not  the  man  to 
,A  CeciieV  marriage  without  making  the  strictest  inquiries 

•u  ihi'  past  career  of  her  suitor.  N'ow,  in  the  event  of  such 
iMijuirv,  was  there  not  some  fear  that  a  i)Uiictilious  old 
■:  might  fail  to  find  a  ri'cord  of  such  complete  security  and 
\. iitional  virtues  as  his  prudence  might  insist  on? 

T!ir  semi-goverinnental  mi-sion  whicii  had  brought  Mon- 
.!■  lie  'Prailles  to  Arcis  would  indeed  give  a  semblance  of 
'  iin|ioriance  and  amendment  as  might  be  calculated  to 
iralize  the  eiTecI  of  certain  items  of  information.     And  if, 

•  IV  this  mission  were  nmde  i>ublic.  it  were  confided  as  a 
I   xcret  to  (irevin  by  (ioiidrevilie,  the  old  man's  vanity 

,  '1  lif  nattered,  and  that  would  s'ore  in  Maxime's  favor. 

\l  then  resolved,  in  this  ditlicult  predicam"nt,  tt>  adopt 
■  •  \(rv  old  trick  attributed  to  (Iriiiouille,  con>isting  in 
i-.Aving  himself   into  tlie  water  to  avoid  getting  wet.      He 

.:ld  anticipate  the  old  notary's  suspicions ;  he  himself  would 

■I!  to  doubt  his  own  ])rudeiice:  and.  by  way  of  a  precaution 
...:]<A  the  temptations  that  had  so  long  beset  him,  he  de- 
■•'■lincd  to  make  it  a  preli  inary  condition  that  Ceeile's 
-nine   should    be    expressly    settled    on    htrself.      By    thi* 
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niearirt  tlicy  would  fed  snfi-  a<,'ninst  any  relapse  on  his  part 
into  lialiits  of  cMrava^'aiicc. 

It  would  Ix'  his  liUMm'-s  to  ac^piirc  such  infhuMU'o  over  hia 
youiif,'  wifi-  as  uould  i.iiai,!,.  him,  hy  acting'  r)n  h.-r  f.'dinj^'s. 
to  recover  the  coiijui^al  iiutiiority  of  which  siidi  a  marriage- 
contract  would  dcjirive  him. 

At  first  nothing  oeenrred  to  make  him  doiiht  the  wisdom 
and  perspicacity  of  all  thc^e  project>.  As  soon  as  it  wax 
mooted,  the  nomination  of  Heauvisaire  caught  fire  like  a 
train  of  irnniioudcr ;  and  Monsieur  ile  Trailles  thought  the 
success  of  all  iiis  schemes  .-o  prohal)Ie,  that  he  felt  just'ified  in 
writing  to  l.'astignac,  pledging  himself  to  carry  out  his 
mission  with  the  happiest  and  completest  results.  ' 

But,  suddenly,  in  oppo>ition  to  Heauvisage  the  triumphant, 
another  candidate  appeared  on  the  scene;  and.  it  may  be 
incidentally  note.l,  that,  for  the  go.,d  fuitnne  of  this  piece  of 
history,  the  competitor  presented  himself  under  conditions  so 
exceptional  and  so  unfore.-een  that,  in^-t.-ad  of  a  pi'^ure  of 
petty  conflicts  attending  a  country  election,  it  may  verv  proha- 
bly  affonl  the  interest  of  a  far  more  exciting  ilrama. 

The  man  who  intervenes  in  this  narrative  to  fill  so  high 
a  calling  will  he  called  upon  to  play  so  important  a  part  that 
it  is  necessary  to  introduce  him  l>y  a  s<iniewhat  lengthy 
retrospective  explanation.  Hut  at  the  .-tage  we  have  reached, 
to  interru])t  the  story  hy  a  sort  of  argument  in  the  middle 
would  he  a  hivach  of  all  the  laws  of  art,  and  expose  me  to 
the  wrath  of  the  Critic,  that  sanctimonious  guardian  of 
literary  orthodoxy. 

In  the  presence  of  such  a  dilemma,  the  author  would  find 
himself  in  serious  ditnculties,  hut  that  his  luckv  s.ar  threw 
in  his  way  a  correspondence  in  which  he  found  everv  detail 
he  could  wish  to  place  l)efore  the  reader  set  forth  in  order, 
with  a  hrillianiy  and  vividness  he  could  not  have  hoped  to 
achieve. 

These  letters  are  worthy  of  being  read  with  attention. 
While  they  bring  on  to  the  scene  many  actors  in  the  Human 
Comedy  who  have  appeared   before,   they  explain  a  number 
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t  fiicts  indispciiMiliIc  to  \hc  undcrstanditi^'  and  pro^^rcss  uf 
'  -  imrticiilar  drama.  Wlicii  tlioy  liavc  Inni  i)iv>riit.'d.  and 
::•'  iiarnttivc  tliiis  liroiifrht  tip  to  tin-  point  where  it  now 
.:;'p.iretitly  lireak-  ofT,  if  will  resume  its  eourr-e  Hithoiit  ativ 
!■•;-:  and  llie  author  flatters  himself  that  the  introduction 
{■■'.■  a  lime  of  the  epi-tolary  form,  instead  of  (h'slroyiii;;  its 
iiniiy,  may,   in   fact,  fihance  it. 


I 


PAFrr  II. 


MillVIN),    I.KirKljs 


Mv  ni.Mt  Si,!.^   In  „1„.,|„,,„  u>ymr  n.,,H.t.   I   hav.  sm- 

M.    tlH.    I   ,v|..t    nf    |',,|,..,,    ,,,    ,.,..,,.,,,,    ullHlhT   tllc    pinus    pur- 

I)o>r  nl  ulu.h  vuu  .jM.ak  ,,,  vunr  Int,.,-  ,!a!,.,i  fr,.,„  (v.rran 
;■•'".'":''■'  ""I'  ^"ly  u,,,„,,,,,nn  nn  thr  part  nf  ,1„.  authuritir- 
';•  ""-nMsna.  thai  ,1,..  hnp-a.al  ,l.rr....  of  iho  -{nl  I'rainal 
"'  ""•vrar  Ml.,  ulu.l,  „m.I1  paranw.uMt  .,n  all  po,„t<  .on- 
'i;;  l'''l  "111,  .ni..nn..ni-.  rMahli.lus  b..vu,„l  a  -l-.uht  th,.  n-li' 
,  ''''■'•,  l^""'"V'nrr  I.  Ih.  i,un,.,l  in  ins  .nv„  ,r,..„„„|,  f„„ 
li.nv  onh  (n  ai>plv  fur  prnni>Ho„  fro,,,  lli,.  I>n  .'rt  of  il,,.  I>,.. 
|.nrt„H.„i--S,.in..-.,-(.,.„_,„„i  „„,„„„  ,,„^.  ,.„,.,,,„_.  f,.,.,,,^,,,^^ 
vna  ..,„  t,-a„,.r,.,-  th..  „,o,-ial  n„,a,„s  of  .M.„!a„„.  M,,-,r- 
<.astn„  ,o  ,l„.  ,no„„„u,„  vnu  propose  ,o  ,.nrt  to  h.-r  in  yoar 
pa,-k  at    \  ilh-ii  .\\i-av. 

Hut  I  may  „ou  I,,',  so  hoI,|  as  o  s„LMr,.-t  to  von  so,,,,,  oh- 
•'•■''"",":•  ,-^''"  >""  'I'Htc  sn,v  that  <]ilii,  nit,..:  „,a.-  n..t  h. 
n'is...i  hy  th..  Chanli...,  fani,  I  v.  u ,.  i.  u!:n,n  -.,„  ,,■..  not  on  th.. 
l-stl..nns?  l"f;n-t.n„;:httl„.y,,a.np,oa.-,.rta,npo,nt,h,. 
Miinir  that,  hy   '■•inovini:  a     oinh— ,l,.ar  t" 

'■"•■'-'"  v""-l'n.M,  a  puhli,.,...„,..,,.rv  to  privat..  an.) 
.■"H.,...,l^ronn,i.  ^o^a,•..  n.;,„hM,p.  ,1>,.  s,>,ts,|,..v  n.av  w,.h 
to  pay  to  thai  '^vuxr  hy  yonr  own  a.l„tra,-v  u.ll  an".!  phasurc'-' 
.^n,,-...  ,.v,.h-ntly.  it  w,I|  he  in  y,,ur  p.nvor  to  p,-.,h,l„t  thcr 
'■"iiiin'j-  i>n  to  your  pi'opi.rt\-. 

I  a,M  u.ll  awav..  ,ha,.  ^tnctlv  -peaking,  a  w.fe.  living  or 
d  jn  .  h,  .,,„.,  „.  1,,,  h,„|,„„,,  ,„  „,^,  ,,,,usi,,„  of  all  other 
n'lut;.,n.h,p  ho«,.v..r  nea,'.      i'.„t  ,f,  „nd.,.r  th,.-  promptings  of 

•  Si-i-  Mimoirif  (If   lit  ;,j-_/>i(),(«  Mari^ei. 


,jnsii(i|..|   in  (■(i,npla 
llicni  as  u 
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'  !il-frfliM;J  tlliv  ll;i\c  Jlirc;lcl\  inalii  fr-tcil  ti.Uiir(U  Mill  oil 
••  .li.iii  .Hh'  Dc.iifinii.  Miulimic  .MMiH-(ia.-lori's  parctits 
;.M  cliiMPM'  to  (lisputf  vilur  (lici-ioii  l)V  ail  action  at   law. 

■  .:  .1  paiiifiil  liusiiic-s  if  mu.-l  lir  !      Voii  would  ^'ain  tlicdus, 
!    iki'  no  (l(iul)t.  th"   Due  il-  ('haiilii'irs  infliii'iicc  Immii^'  no 

.'•  r  wlmt  it  «a-  a:  the  tiiin-  uf  the  Iii'.-toratioii  ;  hut  liavf 

.  Miii-HliTcfl  vUiat  Vi'iioni  in  a(lvo(  ale's  tonj^'iic  (an  infu-c 
;  •  -Mill  a  (|iii'»ti«in,  t's|M(  .sily  ulnn  ariruini,'  a  vrrv  natural 
.r:i\:  that  of  a  father,  mother,  ami  two  hrn'iier-^.  ph'adni',' 
•  'le   h'ft    III   po.-.-ession   of  the   inehiiuliolv   ^.Tatificatioii  of 

''.  iM;r  over  a  jirave  ? 

\:  d  if  I   mu>t   indeed  t(dl  von  my  whole  mind,  it   is  with 

■  ;i  ri'LTet   that   I   fiml  ymi  inventing,'  new  forms  of  eheri>li- 
.    '.our  jrri(d'.  too  lont,'  incon^olahle.      We  liad   liopcd   that, 

!'  '•  ^pendin<;  two  years  in  Italy,  you  would  return  inori' 
_'!ied,  and  would  make  up  your  mind  te.  seek  some  diversion 
:  i:i  your  sorrow  in  active  life.  lint  tiiis  ,-ort  of  temple  to 
iiiit  memories  which  you  are  proposin^j  to  erect  in  a  place 
'•'■■■  they  already  crush  you  too  closely,  (-in  onlv   prolong 

■  :■  hitterncss,  and  I  rnnnot  iipprovo  the  perennial  renewal 
'i  u  ill  thus  confer  on  th(>in. 

11  "U ever,  as  we  are  hound  to  sor\T  our  friends   in   their 

way,     I     liavo    convey(>(l     your     message    to     Monsieur 

'  i'.inire;  still.  I  cannot  hut  tell  you  that  lit>  was  far  from 

!     !■  to  enter  into  your  views.     His  first  words,  when  I  an- 

!M(1  myself  as  represent inj,'  you,  were  that   he  had  not 

hon.w  of  knouin^f  vou  ;  and,  stranjre  a^^  the  replv  may 

'  "1  to  you,  it  was  spoken  with  such  jierfect  simplicitv,  that 

■;r>t  I  imafrined  I  had  made  som(>  mistake,  some  confusion 

.lilies.      However,  as  your  oldivious  friend   presentiv  ad- 

•!id   that  he  had   heen  at   school   at   the  colleire  of  Tours, 

i  aNo  that  he  was  the  same  M.  Dorlaii.tre  who.  in  Is;')!.  had 

■ '  n   the   first   prize   for  sculpture  under  (piite  exceptional 

"'  iimstances.  T  could  entertain  no  doiilit  as  to  his  identity. 

''i<n  a(Younted  to  myself  for  his  defective  memory  hy  the 

■  r  hrc'ak   in  your  intercourse,  of  which   vou   wrote.     That 
irlect  must  have  wounded  him  more  than  you  imagined; 
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"'"i  ^vhon  lu-  afTeet..,!  „ot  .v,.,.  „,  n.ol!,.,,  vr.ur  name,  it  wa. 
a  reveller,,  j,,,  ^v;i,^  n,,t  sorrv  to  take. 
Thi^.  howcv.T,  is  not  tlir  r.'al  ohstaclo. 
Hum..„b,.rn,^^  „n  what  LrotluTly  t,.rn.s  vou  i,a.l  formerly 
'"■'■"•  I  <-uI.l  not  holiev..  that  M.  Dorian;...--,,  wrath  uould  h. 
"i.'A<.rabh.  And  >o.  alter  exj.hnnin^r  to  hitn  the  work  he 
«a>  invifMl  to  lUKh.rtake.  I  was  about  to  enter  on  some  ex- 
planations as  to  Ins  ^-ru'vanee  a-ainst  you,  wiien  I  wa<  met  by 
tile  most  unlooked-for  obstacle. 

'•In.hr.i.-  said  he,  "the  imj.ortaner  of  .h,-  eommissi.m  vou 
are  g,HHj  enough  to  j.ropose  to  me,  the  assuratue  that  no  out- 
ay  will  be  ,i,ou-du  too  ^.reat  f.r  the  dignitv  am;  perfection 
ot  the  work,  the  invitation  to  set  out  mvself  for  ^'arrara  to 
M.p<'nnlc„d   th..  choice  and  extraction  of  the  marbles.-the 
whole   tlnn.r  ,s  a   j.iece  of  such  ^reat  pood   fortune   for  an 
a  t  >t     tha     at    an.y    other   time    I    should   have   accepted    ,t 
iaM-ry.      Hut   at  this  mom-nt.   when  you   honor  me   with  , 
call,   though    I    have   no   li.xed   intention   of  abandoning  mv 
canrr  as  an  artist,  I  am   possibly  about  to  be  laun,-h,d  in 
-I'tica!   !,...      Mv   friends  are  urging  tne  to  come  forward 
a.>  a  candidate  at  the  coming  elections;  and.  as  vou  will  un- 
|j;r.  and.  nionsieur    ,f  1  should  be  returned,  t!ie  complication 
"f  paihamentary  duties,  and   my  initmtion   into  a   new  ex- 
F'-'<'";'';.  "-'Hild,  for  some  time  at  any  rale,  stand  in  the  wav  of 
u  id,.rtaku,g  such  a  work  as  you  propose,  with  the  neee.^arv 
K  -^  u  and  thought.      Also,"  added  M.   Dorlange.  "I  should 
ho  working  m   the  service  of  a  great  sorrow  anxious  to  find 
consolation   at    any  co>t   in   the  projected  monument.     That 
M>rn,ww„ud  naturally  be  impatient:  I  sh.mld  inevitablv  he 

''""'■  '"  ^"'' •  h'"'l<^'--5 ;  it  will  b..    ,,ter.  therefore,  to  appiv 

tn  .„nie  one  els.^which  does  not  niake  me  less  grateful  for 
<li''  lionor  and  confidence  vou  have  shown  me  " 

After  listening  to  this  little  speed,  verv  neativ  turned,  as 

m.   percive.  ,t  struck  me  that  your  fncd  was  anticipating' 

P'>'''=">-'><arv    triumphs,    perhaps    a    little    too    confidentlv 

and     f..r  a   moment^.   F   thou:rht  of  hinting  at   the  possibility 

of  ii.>   tailing  at   the  election,  and  asking  whether,  in  that 
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.::-•.  r  might  call  on  him  again.     But  it  is  never  polite  to 

:  ,-:   ii(aihi<  on   ixjpiilar  success;  and   as   I   was  talking  to  a 

■:    :.  iilrcady  nuich  otlViHled.  I  would  not  throw  oil  on  the  lire 

I  iiuc>tion  that  might   have  \nvi\  taken  anii.-s.      1    nurelv 

•  -iv-cd  m_v  regrets,  and  said  1  W(ndd  let  you  now  the  result 
■'!'  inv  visit. 

1  need  hardly    ..y  tluit  within  a  few  day.s  I  shall  have  found 

■  ;'  what  ..  .  tl;e  i.i.:-npct-  of  this  parliamentary  am!)ition 
V. '  .>  h  has  f  isen  so  Jiioi'po.tunely  in  our  way.  For  my  part, 
I;.'  iv  seem  '  Me  to  \,r  a  thousand  reasons  for  e,\j)cctiiig  it 
'■•  nii>s  lire.  Assur^i^^^  this,  you  would  perhaps  do  well  to 
..r  !,■  to  yi.  Dorlange;  for  his  manner,  though  perfectly  polite 

■  II A  correct,  apjieared  to  confess  a  still  lively  memory  of  some 
u  !■  ng  Cor  which  you  will  have  to  obtain  forgiveness.     I  know 

•  1!  It  must  be  painful  to  you  to  explain  the  very  singular 
Mvunistances  of  your  marriage,  for  it  will  compel  vou  to 
■'•r.ne  the  days  of  your  happiness,  now  so  cruel  a  memory. 
i'  t,  judging  froi.i  what  I  saw  of  your  old  friend,  if  vnn  are 
:  ill.\  bent  on  his  giving  you  the  benefit  of  his  talents",  if  vou 
'i'l  II. .t  apply  to  him  yourself,  but  continue  to  employ  a  go- 
!)i!u.;.n.  vou  will  be  persisting  in  a  course  which  lie  finds 
ili-"!'hging,  and  expose  yourself  to  a  final  refusal. 

At  the  same  time,  if  the  step  I  urge  on  you  is  really  too 
nu!(  h  for  you,  there  is  perhaps  another  alternative.  Mailame 
<!'■  1  Kstorade  has  always  seemed  to  me  a  verv  tactful 
iMgotiator  in  any  business  she  undertakes,  and  in  tliis  partie- 
lilar  instance  1  should  feel  entire  confidence  in  her  skill. 
>lif'  I'ndured,  from  Madame  Marie-(!aston"s  gusts  of  selfish 
pn-.-ion.  treatment  much  like  that  of  which  Monsieur  Dor- 
!.!n-e  complains.  She.  better  than  anybody,  will  be  in  a 
["■Mtion  to  explain  to  him  the  absorbing  cares  of  married  life 
•':i  !i  you  shut  in  its  own  narrow  folds;  and  it  seems  to  mo 
■  -!  the  example  of  long-suffering  and  patience  which  she  al- 
•.iy>  showed  to  her  whom  she  would  call  her  "dear  crazy 
■I'-ii!!/."  cannot  fail  to  infect  your  friend. 

"loii  have  ample  time  to  think  over  the  use  you  may  wi~Ii 
I"    make    of    the    npening    that    thus    offers.  "  Madame    de 
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rK^loradc  i,-^  just  ik.w  .^ul'rriiig  I'roni  a  luTvout,  shock,  the 
result  (.r  a  Icrnbic  fri^rln.  A  uxvk  a^M)  our  (h-ar  little  Nai. 
was  within  an  ate  of  Imiii;,^  ,-ruv|ic(j  bctoir  iicr  I'ves ;  and  hut 
for  the  ((Uira-r  .if  a  >tran,LriT  who  rushed  at  tlic  lior.-cs"  lioads 
and  hrou-hi  them  up  >hort,  tiod  knows  what  dmidful  iiiis- 
fcu-tunr  wuiild  haw  lirfallcn  us.  Tin.-  fearful  niouiont  pro- 
duced in  Madame  Av  rKsiorade  an  attack  of  nervous  oxcitc- 
nient  which  made  us  for  a  time  (Wcessivelv  aiixious.  Thoujjh 
she  is  much  heiter  f.-da.v.  it  will  i,e  some  days  yet  before  slic 
can  see  .Monsieur  Ih.rhm^'e.  su])[)osin^  you  should  think  her 
feimnine  intervention  dc.-irahh'  and  us(d'ul. 

■Still,  once  a,!,'ain,  juy  dear  Mr,  would  it  not  he  wiser  to 
give  up  y,,ur  idea  ?  All  I  ran  foresee  as  the  outcome  for  vnii 
IS  enormous  expense,  unpleasai  t  squabbles  with  the  Ohaulieus, 
and  a  renewal  .,f  your  s(Utows.  Xofwithstandinir,  I  am  nonj 
the  less  at  your  service  in  and  for  anything,  as  1  cannot  fail 
to  he,  from  every  sentiment  of  esteeni  and  friendship. 

The  Cumtcsae  de  I'Estoradc  to  Madame  Octan'  de.  Camps. 

Parw,  February  1839. 

I)KAii  FiiiKXD,— Of  all  the  expressions  of  sympathy  that 
have  reached  me  since  the  dreadful  accident  to  my  poor' child, 
none  has  touched  me  more  de(  i)ly  than  your  kind  letter.  To 
answer  yo-  ■  alfeetionate  iiKjuiry,  I  must  say  that  in  that  ter- 
rible moment  .N'ais  was  marvelously  comjiosed  and  calm.  Jt 
would  he  impossible,  I  think,  to  see'death  more  imminent,  but 
neither  at  the  time  nor  afterwards  did  the  brave  child  flinch: 
everything  shows  her  to  have  a  iirm  nature,  and  her  health," 
thank  Cod,  has  not  suffered  in  the  faintest  degree. 

1,  for  my  ])art,  as  a  eon.^^equence  of  my  intense  fright, 
have  had  an  attack  of  spasmodic  convulsions,  and  for  some 
days.  It  would  seem,  alarmed  my  doctor,  who  feared  I  miglit 
go  out  of  my  mind.  Thanks,  however,  to  a  strong  constitu- 
tion, i  atn  now  almost  myself  again,  and  no  traces  would  re- 
mam  <,f  that  painful  shock  if  it  had  not,  bv  a  singular 
fatality,    l)..en   connected    with   another   unpleasant   circum- 
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!■  which  liad  for  s^ome  time  thmi^rht  iit  to  till  a  ])huv  in 
l.fe. 

'.- rn    JH'fiiro    this    latest    kiml    assuranco    of    voiir    pood- 

'wnrds  me,   I   hail   thoUirlit   of  tuniin.i:  to  the  lie!])  of 

;  I  ifiidship  and  advico ;  and  now.  when  voii  arc  so  ijood 

'.  write  that   yon  would  he  haj)py  and  proud   if  in  anv 

■  .'  yon  nii;,dit  take  tlic  ])laee  of  poor  Loniso  de  Chaulieu. 

il'ar.  ineoniparahlc   frici'.d   snatched   from  ni.^  hy  draiii, 

laii  I  hesitate?     ]  take  yon  at  your  word,  niv  drar  nia- 

■.  and  hohily  request  y-r  ^"  exert  in  my  favor  the  (h'licate 

^   which  ciialilcd  you  to  defy  impertinent  e(iiiin:.'iit   'vhen 

iiiipos.-ihility  of  announcin;^  your  marria.ire  to  Monsieur  de 

'I's  exposed  yon  to  insolent  and  perfidious  curiosity — the 

;!iar  tact  !>y  which  you  extricated  yourself  from  a  position 

dithculty    and     dan^'er — in     sliort.     the     winiderful     art 

!i  allowed  you  at  once  to  keep  ydur  secret  and  maintain 

::•'  di.umity.     I   need  their  help  in  the  disa,f;re'/al)le  matter 

tM  which   I   have  alluded,      rnfortunately.   to  heiiefit    hv  the 

li'    Imp'-  ailvice,  the  patietit  must  explain  the  ca-e;  and  here 

M    dc  Camits.  with  his  wnius  for  luisine-s.  seems  1  )  me  ai-. 


.!■  ,  !, 


Mtrcciuus    person.       Owiii"-    to    those 
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c!;.-eii  to  |)uy,  you  are  as  ;rf>od  as  d(ad  to  i'aris  and  the 
uorM.  Of  old.  when  you  were  at  hand,  in  a  quaiur  of  an 
li'iiir"-:  chat  I  "ould  have  told  the  whole  storv  without  he-itancv 
"P  preparation  ;  as  it  is.  I  have  to  think  it  all  out  and  po 
'lifiiLdi  the  poletnn  formality  of  a  confession  in  hlaek  and 
while. 

\fter  all.  effrontery  will  perhaps  hest  serve  mv  turn:  and 
MiHc.  in  spit"  of  eireumlocutions  and  preandiles,  T  nnist  at 
hi>t  (  ome  to  the  point,  why  not  confess  at  once  that  at  the 
kcniel  of  the  matter  is  that  very  straiiL'er  who  rescued  mv 
[Kw.r  little  irirl.  \  stranger — ho  it  dearlv  understood — to 
M  '!e  I'P'storade.  and  to  dl  who  mav  have  renorted  the  ar- 
'ideiit  :  a  stranjrer  to  the  whole  world,  if  you  p]en-(» — hut  not 
t'>  vour  hnndile  servant,  whom  this  man  has  for  three  months 
'>:i<f  (ondes(ended  to  honor  with  the  most  persistent  atten- 
tion.    It  cannot  seem  any  less  preposterous  to  you  than  it 
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dot's  to  rrn-.  nu-  di-ar  friend,  tlmt  1,  at  two-and-thirty,  with 
thrco  childn  n.  oiu'  a  tall  son  of  liftwii,  should  have  becorm 
the  ohjeet  uf  unreinittin^f  devotio'  Mid  vet  that  is  ti-' 
absurd  iiu>f..rtiine  a,L,'aiiist  which  I  to  protect  myself. 

And   whc!:    I   ^ay   that    I    know  ui, known,   this  is  but 

partly  true:  I  know  neither  his  luiinc  iu)r  his  place  of  resi- 
dence, nor  anything  about  him;  1  never  met  him  in  society; 
and  I  may  add  that  though  he  has  the  ribbon  of  the  Legion 
of  Honor,  nothing  in  his  appearance,  which  has  no  trace  of 
elegaiue.  lead>  me  to  suppose  that  1  ever  shall  meet  him  in 
society. 

It  was  at  the  t'liurdi  of  Saint-Thomas  d'Aquin,  where,  as 
you  know.  1  was  in  the  ilaily  habit  of  attending  Mass,  that 
this  annoying  "shadowing"'  first  began.  I  also  took  the 
ehihlren  out  walking  in  the  Tuileries  almost  every  day,  M. 
de  riv-torade  having  taken  a  house  without  a  irard.ii.  This 
custom  was  so..ii  noted  by  my  persecutor,  ami  give  him  bold- 
ness; for  when\cr  I  was  to  be  found  out  of  doors  I  had  to 
put  up  with  his  presence.  But  this  singular  adorer  was  as 
prudent  as  he  was  daring;  he  always  avoided  f.illowing  me 
to  my  door;  and  he  steered  his  way  at  such  a  distance  and  so 
undeiiKULstratively,  that  I  had  at  any  rate  the  comforting 
certainty  that  his  foolish  assiduity  could  not  attract  the 
notice  of  anybody  who  was  with  me.  And  yet,  Heaven  alone 
knows  to  what  inconveniences  and  privations  I  have  sub- 
mitted to  jnit  him  off  my  track.  T  never  entered  the  church 
l)Ut  on  Sunday:  and  to  th<'  risk  of  the  dear  children's  health 
I  have  often  kept  them  at  home,  or  invented  excuses  for  not 
going  out  with  them,  leaving  theni  to  tlie  servants — against 
all  my  principles  of  education  and  prudence. 

\  isits.  shopping — T  can  do  nothing  but  in  a  carriage:  and 
all  (bis  could  not  hinder  that,  just  when  T  fancied  T  had 
muted  this  tiresome  person  and  exhausted  his  patience,  he 
wa-  on  the  spot  to  play  so  brave  and  providential  a  part  in 
tliat  dreadful  accident  to  Xais.  "Rut  it  is  this  very  obligation 
which  I  now  owe  him  that  introduces  a  vexatious  complica- 
tion info  a  position  already  so  awkward.     If  I  had  at  last 
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!.,:i  too  iiiiicli  aiiiioM'il   'ly  liis  |ifr>i~tciuy   1   uwAw   \>y  ^oiue 

•    .,':!-.   cM'II    I'."    SOIIU'    (irc!>ivc   Mclhill.    llilVi'    ]illt    nil    L'lui    to    llis 

:„  :~r,  i,ii>'    :  I'.it  now,  if  he  cnnic^  ai mss  my  path.  \v!,al   can 

i  .1^1-      linw  Mill  I  to  procrcd  y      Mri'i'ly  t,)  tliaiik  hiin  wouM 

.    'n  mi  111 ira •.■;('  liini :  am!  even   if  In'  .-liouM   not   try  to  take 

i  .iiilaL'i'  of  my   civililJcs   to  alter  our   relative  pn-ition,    I 

-'MiiM   |,a\c  liim  at    my  h-.i'ls  rloxT  than  ever. — Am    1    tht'ii 

■  '   \i<  iMlicc  him,  to  atl'tHt  not  to  rrcoirnizo  him'      IWit,  my 

:  ;;•    ma'himi     think!      A    mother  who  owes   Iht  chihTs  lilV 

.  !.!-  elVorts  ami   preteiiii-  not  to  peivei'e  it — wlio  lias  not 

■-  <r<\  of  ','j\  1  itudc I 

Thi-.  ilien,  is  the  intoierahle  dilemma  in  which  I  find  niy- 

'■.  a!:d  von  can  see  how  sorely  I  I'ced  your  advice  and  judg- 

,.  :  !.     What  can  I  do  to  lireak  the  odious  iiabit  this  ^'entle- 

!;i.ii  ha^  foniied  of  foUowinjx  nie  like  my  shadow?     How  am 

I  t,.  ihank  Iiimi  without  exciting'  his  imaLMiiati'm.  or  to  avoid 

■' ;i::kiii,t:  hii,:   without   suireriiiir  thi'  ri'proaches  of  my  con- 

-    I  lice?     This  is  the  prolileni   !  siihniit  to  your  wisdom. 

If  vou   will  do  me  the  service  of  solvin;r  it — and  I   know 

■  ■lie   cl-e   so   capahle — I    shall    add    my    ^^ratitude    to    the 

''••    iioii  which,  as  you  know,  dear  madanie,   1    already   fct-l 

:-!■  \ou. 

The  Cumte  dc  I'Eslnrtulr   to  Murir-daston. 

Paris,  Frhrnnry  1839. 

The  pulilie  prints,  my  dear  sir,  may  have  heen  heforchand 
lii  LTiviiii,^  vou  an  aeeounl  of  a  meetiii;:;  lieiweeii  your  friend 
\1  hi,rlan';c  ami  the  Due  de  IJlietore.  But  the  newspapers, 
i.\  aiiiioiincing  the  bare  facts — since  eusiom  and  propriety 
i\'<  imt  allow  them  to  expatiate  on  the  motive-  of  the  ([uarrel 

Will  onlv  have  excited  your  curio-ity  wiihout  satisfying  it. 
I  li;!ii|ien  to  know  on  eo,,<i  authority  all  the  detail>  of  the 
;itl'.i  1-.  and  I  hasten  to  communicate  them  to  you,  as  they 
uiii.M   to  yon  he  of  the  ijrreatest   inti'rest. 

Three  dav>  xv^'\  that  i-  to  ^-.-ly.  on  the  evening  of  the  day 
ui.eii  I  had  called  on  M.  Dorlange,  the  Hue  de  Hhetore  was 
ill  a  stall  at  the  opera.     M.  de  lionquoroUes.  who  has  lately 


r 
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retunifrl  from  a  diplomatic  mission  tliat  liad  detained  him  far 
from  Pans  for  m.hio  wars,  presently  took  the  seat  next  tu 
him.  I'.ctwc.'n  the  iu\>  these  gentlemen  did  not  leave  their 
plaee  I,,  walk  iii  the  gallery:  hul.  as  is  (-(.minonlv  d.me  in 
the  thcativ.  ili(y  AiHHl  lip  with  their  hack  to  the  stage,  eon- 
seipiently  facing  .M.  l)„rh;nge.  who  sat  behind  them'  and 
seemed  ahsorhe(J  in  the  evening's  news.  There  had  been  a 
very  uproarious  scene  in  the  Chamber— what  is  termed  a 
very  iiiteresting  deliatt'.— The  (onversation  turned  verv 
naturally  (,n  the  events  in  i'aris  society  during  M.  do 
Konquerolles"  ah.<ence,  and  he  happened  to  make  this  remark, 
which,  of  cour.-e,  attracted  M.  Dorlange's  attention: 

"And  tliat  poor  Madame  de  Macumer— what  a  sad  end, 
and  what  a  strange  marriage  I"' 

"Oh,  you  know,"  said  M.  de  Klietore  in  the  high-pitched 
tone  he  atTccts.  "my  sister  had  too  much  imagination  not  to 
be  a  little  chimerical  and  romantic.     She  was  passionately  in 
love  with  M.  de  Macumer,  her  first  husband;  still,  one  may 
tiro  of  all  things,  even  of  widowhood.     This  M.  .Mario-Gastoi'i 
came  in  her  way.     He  is  attractive  in  person  ;  mv  sister  was 
rich,  he  very  much  in  debt;  he  was  proportioiiat'ely  amiable 
and   attentive;   and,   on    my   honor,    the   rogue    managed   so 
clcverlv,   that,  after  stepping   into   .M.   (!.■   Maeiimer's  shoes, 
and  making  his  wife  die  of  jeah  -i.-y.  he  got  out  of  her  every- 
thing that  the  law  allnwed  the  |MM,r  silly  woman  to  <lispo'se 
of.— Louise  left  a  fortune  of  at  least  twelve  hundred  thou- 
sand fr.-iMcs,  to  say  nothing  of  magnificent   furniture  and  a 
delightful  villa  she  had  built  at  Viile-d'Avray.      Half  of  this 
came   to   our   gentleman,  the   other   half   to 'my   father  and 
nother.  tiie  Due  and  Duchesse  de  Cliaulieii,  wlm,  as  parents, 
had  a  right  to  that  share.     As  to  my  brother  Lenoncourt  and 
me — \\r  wiTc  simply  disinherited  for  our  portion." 

.\s  soon  as  your  name  was  pn/noiiiu'cd.  mv  dear  sir,  M. 
Dorlange  hiid  down  his  paper;  then,  as  M.  de  Ifhetore  ceased 
speaking,  he  rose. 

"1  beg  yoiir  pardon,  M.  le  Due,  for  taking  the  libertv  of 
correcting  your  statements;  hul,  as  a  matter  of  conscience, 
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ciiist   assure   vou   that  you   are  to  tlie   la^t   degreo   niijiiN 
viiuh]." 

■'\<ni  say? "  replied  tlio  Diiko,  half  elosiiiir  his  cyc!!, 

of  contempt  whieli  you  can 


easily  imagine. 


,:.■!  Ill  a  tone 

•I  say,  .Monsieur  le  Due,  that  Marie-lJaston  lias  been 
ii.\  friend  from  childhood,  and  that  he  has  never  been  called 
1  r.„)iir.  On  the  contrary,  he  is  a  man  of  honor  and  talent; 
ill  far  from  making  his  wife  die  of  jealousy,  he  made  her 
fi.rfcctly  happy  during  three  years  of  married  "life.     As  to  her 

f'li'iiine "' 

■■\oii  have  considered  the  consequences  of  this  step?"  said 
li'    D.ike,  interrupting  him. 

■Certainly,   monsieur.      And    I    repeat    that,   with    regard 

Im  t!ie  fortune  left  to  Marie-Gaston  by  a  sjieeial  provision  in 

i;-  wife's  will,  he  coveted  it  so  little  that,  to  my  knowledge, 

M    I-  about  to  de.-ote  a  .sum  of  two  or  three  hundred  thou- 

!:i'l  francs  to  the  erection  of  a  monument  to  the  wife  he  has 

•  I  MT  ceased  to  mourn.'' 

"And.  after  all,  monsieur,  who  are  you?"  the  Due  de 
i;!ictore   broke   in   again,   with   growing   irritation. 

"In  a  moment  I  shall  have  the  honor  to  inform  you." 
r.  plied  ^f.  Dorlange.  "But,  first,  you  will  allow  me  to  add 
tliat  Mailame  Marie-Gaston  could  have  no  pangs  of  conscience 
!•  'i;s(iosing  as  she  did  of  the  fortune  of  which  you  have  been 
!■  iTived.  All  lier  wealth,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  came  to  her 
Ir.  Ill  .M.  le  Raron  de  Maeumer,  her  first  husband,  and  she 
i-ni  nrevinusly  renounced  her  patrimony  to  secure  an  adequate 
:'"-!tion  to  your  brother.  M.  le  Due  de  Lenoncourt-Givry. 
uf  M.  ;is  a  younger  son,  had  not,  like  your.self.  M.  le  Due,  the 
l»:i'  (it  of  the  entail." 

M.  Dorlange  felt  in  his  poe'.^-t  for  his  card-case,  but  it 
w:i-  not  there. 

"i  have  no  cards  about  me,"  he  said;  "but  my  name  is 
If, ,i!;nige — a  sort  of  stage-name,  and  easv  to  remember — 42 
!;:••    d-  rOuest." 

•  N'lt   a  very  central  position."   M.  de  Khetore  remarked 
rnnically. 


ll'l 
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At  till'  siiiii.-  liiiir  !;.■  iiirnc.l   k.   .M.  ,1..   R,.ii(|iicr(il!(v<,  an,l 
takiiiiT  Ii!iii  .-I-  ;i  uiiii,-.,  iiiiil  ii.-i  his  -rcoiiil : 

•i     1I111>1     .•lih.l.,L:i/C    \n    \nll.    luy    .ll'llT    fclloU."'    slid    lic,    'T.r 
S<'ll(llll;,r    VMll    nil    ,1     \u\;|-,.    nf    ,i|HO\,.rv    to-ML  .ITi 'W    Jllnrnin:;.- 

TIm'Ii    lie  ;i,!,lr.l.   •■('(, in. •   to   the  ^  nokiiijr-runiii  ;   wv  mu    talk 
tluTi'  ill  |j.;i(i',  ;iiiil  ai  any  rate  in  .<i<urih/." 

Uy  !!..■  (•iiihli:iM-.  li,'  Iiim!  oil  ihe  la>t  word,  was  iii.- 
pt)>sil(l.'  |(.  iiiiMiiKl.TMaiid  I  hi"  inniicn.lo  it  ua-  meant  t., 
cuiivcv.  'I'hc  two  |,r,.„, ],,,,,, ,,,  „.,.,,,  ,,„,^  wiilioul  the  seem;  Imv- 
iii<:  -ivcii  i-iM'  to  any  (ninniolinn  ,r  |'ii>s  sin.o  the  Malls  all 
round  tli.'iii  wrn.  ..inpty.  and  .M.  Dorlanir.,  tia  :i  cau^du  sight 
"f  M.  Stidniann.  the  famon..  .culntor  at  the  o.dicr  ••ml  of  "h.' 
stalls,      lie  wrnt  up  to  him. 

'•l>o  you   Inippcii    to   haw."   said   he,   "su.'li   a  thing  as  a 
nicmorandnm  or  .-kctdi  hook  in  \our  pocket '•'■" 
"Vfs— alu  ays.- 

••-'la'n  Would  you  lend  it  me  and  allow  nii'  to  tear  a  leaf 
""'■■'  '  ''i^''  J"-'  li;i'l  ail  nlea  that  I  do  no!  want  to  lose. 
II'  I  should  iiot  see  you  ;i-,  yon  -o  oiu,  lo  return  the  hook,  you 
shall  have  it  without   fail  to-morrow  niorninir." 

On  returning  to  his  .>..'at.  M.  Dorlange  mad.,  a  hastv  pencil 
sketch  :  an.l  when  the  curtain  rose,  and  MM.  ,|,.  Khefore  an.! 
•  le  i{..n.pierolles  came  hack  to  their  places,  he  li-htiv  touched 
the  Diik.'  ..n  the  shoul.ler.  and  handing  him  tli..  drawing.  li.. 
said.  "My  card,  which  I  hav(;  the  honor  .d"  Lriving  to  vour 
grace." 

The  card  was  a  pretty  sketch  of  s.ulptures.jue  architecture 
set  in  a  landscape,  rnderneath  it  was  wntti^n:  "Sketch  fi.r 
a  nionuinent  to  he  erected  to  the  memory  of  Ma. lame  Marie- 
<iast.in.  nip  Chaulieu.  hy  her  hiishan.l.  from  the  (h'signs  of 
Charles  Dorlange.  sculptor.  Rue  de  TOuest.   \-i." 

He  c.uild  have  f.iun.l  no  more  ingeniou>  wav  ,^f  intimating 
to  M.  d.'  iHu'tore  tha'  lie  had  no  m.'an  adv.Msarv  •  and  y.^u 
niav  oh-erve.  my  dear  sir,  that  M.  l)..rlange  thus  gave  weight 
to  hiv  denial  hy  giving  sidistanc.-.  s..  to  speak,  to  his  statcmonr 
as  to  your  disinterestedness  and  conjugal  devotion  and  grief. 
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Till'  iirrfoi-iiiiiiicc  I'lid  'd  without  jinv  I'lirthiT  iiuidi'iit.     M. 
.'•    l.'iirtuiv  parted  ffdin  M.  i\f  K'nuiiucrollcs. 

M.    '{{■    I{nii(jiiiTnllc>    then    addfcssi'd    M,     Dorian"*',    verv 


ii-lv  cndiMvoriii''  to  cfTcct   a   ri'coiiciliat 


i'    !linli;:tl    he    Illl, 


rlit  I 


ion.  ohscrvin;! 


>(■  in   the  n^Mit,   liis  conduct   was  uii- 


iivhtional  and  oH'cumvc.  iliat  .M.  dc  Klictoro  had  behaved 
!ii  LTiat  modeiation.  and  would  ceitainlv  accept  tlie  verv 
;:liic-t  e\jire>sioii  of  rcfxrct — in  fad.  j^aid  evervthinfj  that 
■i  ■!  he  said  on  such  an  occasion.  M.  DnrhiiiL'c  wouhl  not 
i:  "(  anythinj,'  approaching  an  apoh)gy.  and  on  tlie  f. 


J  ii.iv  lie  received  a  visit  from  M,  de  Honqucrollcs  and 
'  M.  ral  de  Montriveau  as  re])rcsentinir  M.  de  I?lietorc.  .Xirnin 
,  \\<Te  urLTcnt  that  M.  Dorlanj^e  should  consent  to  express 
:^-elf  in  ditl'erent  lan<,'iiagc.  But  your  friend  would  not  be 
■  '  >l  from  this  ultiniatum. 
"U  ill  M.  de  Uhetore  witlidraw  the  expressions  I  fejt  myself 


to  take  excejjtion  tor     If  so,  I  will  retract 
at  is  impossible,"  said  they.     ''The  ( 


mine 


illeiice  was  jiersona 


M.  de  Rhetore,  to  vou  it  was  not.     Hiirhtlv  or  wr 


luaiice 


onjfly.  lie 

lieves   that    M.    Marie-daston    did    him   an    injury, 
must  always  he  made  for  dama^jfed  interests;  per- 


t  justice  Ks  never  'o  lie  j^'ot  from  ttieiii. 
"So  tiiat  M.  itj   Due  mav  continue  to  slander  inv  friend 


ill  !ii-  pleasure :    said  .M.  Dorlan're, 
iiiv  fncnd  is  in  Italv  :  and  in  the 


"since,  in  the  first  place, 
scconil,  lie  would  alwavs, 


ii  I 


'>~ilile.  avoid  comin.LT  to  extreme  measures  with  his  wife's 
l'i"t!!i  T.     .\iid,"  he  added,  "it   is  precisely  this  impossiiiilitv 


1-  ii( 


fendin<r  himself  which  irives  me  a  riLrlit — na 


V  more. 


inaKe-  It  mv  dulv  to  interv 


ene 


It  w 


IS  i)\-  a  special  <rra( 


of 


rn\  Ulellc 


lat  I  was  enabled  to  catcl 


1  some  ot  the  maliirnant 


'■i!'-!'i>  that   are  Hying  about  on  the  wiiiir:  and  .-irice  M.  h 
i'lic  lie  Rhetore  sees  no  reason  t 


o  mitigate  Ins  laiiL'uage,  we 


.  it  you  please,  carry  the  affair  through  to  the  end 
'iic   di-pute    iieiiig   reduced    to   these   t 


i:!>  vitaliii'.  a 


nd 


in  the  course  o 


erm>.   the   (iuel    was 
f  the  (I'lv  the  seconds  on  both 


-ides  arranged  the  conditions.     T 


le  met 


tini,^  was  fixed  for  th 


next   moniiiig;   the   weapons,   [tistols.      On    the   ground,    M. 


J*^ 
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Dorlangc  wa.-  |MTlV(tly  cool.     Afin-  .■Ncliaiij.'inj;  >l!()t.s  without 
t'tFtri.   ii.>   tlic  sfcniid.-   MTtiicii   aiiMou.-   [i>  stop   the   proici'd- 

■■Coiiic."  Slid  tic  clu'crfiiilv.  •■(iiic  ^h'lt  more:"  a.s  if  he  wit,. 
linii;,^  at  a  duiii'iiy  ii>  a  .-iiuotin;;  f^'allcrv. 

'I'liis  tiiuf  he  was  woiuidud  in  the  tlcshy  part  of  tlic  thigh, 
not  a  darigcnni>  wound,  iiut  one  which  bU'd  very  freely.  Whiir 
he  was  hcini;  curried  to  the  carria-je  m  which  lie  h'ad  conic, 
M.  de  Khctnre  was  anxiously  giving  every  a.ssisiance,  and 
when   he  was  close  to  liini~-All  the  same/'  .said   Dorlaiige, 

'•.Mane-{;a>ton  is  ,.,i  honest  gentleman,  a  heart  of  <rold " 

and  he  fanned  away  almost   as  he  s[)oke. 

Thi.s  dui'l,  as  you  may  suppo.-c.  m_\  dear  sir,  lia>  hcen  the 
talk  (.f  the  town;  I  hav(>  only  had  to  kci'p  my  cars  open  to 
collect  any  amount  of  information  concernin>(  M.  Dorlange, 
for  he  is  the  lion  of  the  day,  and  all  yesterday  it  was  impas- 
sible to  go  into  a  house  where  he  was  not  thesul.jcct  of  con- 
versation. .My  harvest  was  chielly  gathered  at  Mnie.  de 
Montcornet's.  She,  a.s  you  know,  has  a  large  ac(jnainfance 
aiming  artists  and  men  of  letters;  and  to  gwi-  you  a  notion 
of  the  position  your  friend  hold.s  in  their  regard,  1  need  only 
report  a  conversation  m  which  I  took  part  last  evening  in  the 
C'ountes.s"  drawing-room.  The  speakers  were  M.  ftmile  Blon- 
det,  of  the  Dibats;  M.  Bixiou  the  caricaturist,  one  of  the  best 
informed  eavesdroppers  in  Pari.s— I  believe  you  know  them 
both,  but  at  any  rate  1  am  sure  that  you  are  intimate  with 
Joseph  I'.ridau.  our  great  painter,  who  was  the  third  speaker, 
for  1  remember  that  he  and  Daniel  d'Arthc/.  signed  for  you 
when  you  were  nc    ried. 

BriiJaii  was  speaking  when   I  joined  them. 

-Dorlange  began  sj)lendidly,"  said  he.  "There  was  the 
touch  of  a  great  master  even  in  the  work  ho  sent  in  for  com- 
pi'titioii.  to  which,  under  the  pressure  of  opinion,  the  Acad- 
cmy  awanK'd  the  prize,  though  he  liad  laughed  very  au- 
dacioiisly  at  their  j>rogra!nme."' 

"Quite  true,"  said  M.  Hi.xiou.  '-.Vnd  the  Pandora  he  exhib- 
ited in  Ib.'j;,  on  his  return  from  Home,  was  also  a  very  stnk- 


Ihis  time  be  was  wauurteu 


f 


"^ 
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ii!-  vviirk.     Hilt  ii.s  It   uuii  hiiii.  out  .»f  liaiul,  the   I,c-i..ii  ,,f 
||..i.,,r  and  cniimiissions  from  the  ' '  )ViTiiiiit' iit  iiinl  i!w   Mu- 
qMliIy.  witli  at  |ca.--t  thirty  flariuu^'  notices  m  th<    paixT.-, 
1    •  Ml.t  it'  li.'  (an  CMT  r.'coviT  from  that  >iiicc<v-.-." 
I  !  Ml  i>  a  x.nlut  (}  l,i  Hixiou."  said  ftinil.-  Hlondi't. 

■  >n  ii    IS.  and   uith  good   reason.      Did  you  .mt  <rv  the 

l:  ,!li  ''" 

"No.  he  IS  seen  iiou  here." 

■  I  ni''.  Ihat  is  his  favorite  haimt.     He  is  a  hear,  hut  a  hear 
•   liiioiially  ;  out  of  afTectation  and  deliherate  purpose." 

■  I  r>allv  cannot  see."  said  .lo-rph  Hridaii.  "tliat  Mirli  a  ili-- 
:,s.  to  society  is  a  had  frame  of  mind  for  an  artist.  What  can 
.1  Miiiptor.  I'spccially,  j,'ain  by  fre.pienting  drauing-n.oms 
ui'ie  men  and  women  have  got  into  tlie  haliit   of  \vearin<' 


■U'll.  even   a   sculptor   may  get   some  amusement   whidi 
■:     -  him   from  monomania  or  brooding.     ,\nd  tlien  he  can 
-■    h.,\i   the  worhi  \vag.s — that    IS;!!)  is  neither  the  fifteenth 
r  'ill   .-ixteeiitfi  centiirv." 

■What  :"  said  lilondet.  "do  yon  mean  th(  poor  fellow  snlFers 
:  :  ihal  delusion  ?" 

■  li''-~he  talks  quite  glibly  of  living  the  life  (,f  the  artists 

■'  'li'dia'val  times,  with  all  their  universal  studies  and  learn- 

• -'.  iiid  the  terrific  lahorswhich  he  can  conceive  of  in  a  societv 

■  :'   u:is  still  seiiii-harharous.  hut  that  has  no  phue  in  ours. 

!■     -  a  guileless  dreamer,  and  nevtT  perceives  that  civiliza- 

■'    Siv  strangely  compli(ating  our  social  intercourse,  devotes 

i'l-mess.  interest,  and  [dcasure  thriie  as  miirh  time  as  a 

Mlvanced   social  organization  would  sfieml  on  those  oh- 

•   '-.     Look  at  the  .savage  in  his  den  !     He  has  nothing  to  d..; 

•   «'•.  with  the  Bourse,  the  opera,  the  newsj.aper-.  parlia- 

■••iary  debates,  drawing-room  meeting-,  elections,  railwavs, 

'  ■  ^''ifp  dr  Paris,  and  the  National  (luard  -when.  I  ask  you! 

'•   w.'  to  find  time  for  work?" 

'  -plendid  theory  for  idlers."  said  Rmile  f^londet,  lau^h- 


X"f  at  allj  my  dear  boy  ;  it  is  perfectly  true.     The  curfe 


w 


M 


1'2H 


THE  .MK.MI!i;U  FOI:  AIJCIS 


!    i 


IK)  lon<,aT  rin;:s  at  nine  o'c!.,,- 
last 


I   suppose!     Well.  ;ind  onlv 


fvciiiiij,r,  if  my  (l,jor-jH.r.(T  I.'avciiuuilk't  didn't  give  u 
party!  rcrhajis  i  inminitl*  d  a  fe-riousi  blunder  bv  docJiuiii.' 
the  indiivct  invilatiuii  he  h'IU  nie."  "  ^ 

"Still, ■■  said  doscpli  Jlridau.  "it  i- 


not   mixed  up  with  tiie  bus 


evident  that  a  man  \vh 


0  IS 


age  may.  out  (d'  his  sa\  im:s,  accumulal 


easiness  interi'sts  or  pleasures  of  h 


time.  Durlauge,  j  f 
speetive  of  eommissioi 
living  as  he  has  a  nuud 


a  very  pretty  capital  of 


MKv.   lias   a   comfortable   income   irn 
:i>:  there  is  nothing  to  hinder  him  fr 


0111 


to   ll\( 


And,  as  vou  see.  in. 


ho  picked   up  !iis  duel. — And,   ind 
tl 


•es  to  the  ojH'ra.  since  it  was  the 


re 


you   have  hardlv  hit 
le  nail  on  tiie  head  by  repn-e.iting  him  as  cut  off  from  ad 
contemporary  interests,  when  I  happen  to  know  that  he  is 
the  point  of  taking  them  u| 


s  on 


ing  .side  of  the  social   ii 


)  on  the  most  stirring  and  absorb- 


•What 


Blnndct  scorn f 


le  thinks  he  can   be  a   j 


laclmie — namely,  politics 


)olitician 


i.-ked  f: 


mile 


iillv, 


It   is  ]iart.   no  doubt,  of  his  fai 


cllicii'iicy.  and  yoii  should  see 
ho  is  carrying  out  the  idea.     1 
lousand  francs  I'.'ll  un  him  from  the  .-I 


tl 

chased  a  liou>e  in   the  1,'ik.  Saint-Mai't 
an 


nous  scheme  of  universal 
how  Ingiially  and  perseverimxlv 
a.-t  year  two  hiuidrcd  and  fiftv 


d  t 


hen,  as  anoiJu  r  lillle  speculation,  with  ll 


l<y.  anil  my  man  pur- 
ill  ;is  a  (lualification 


money  he  bou;  lit   >l 

find  him  in  the  ollirc  whene\ 


lares   in   the  Xdlimiul  lU'wspapi 


rest  of  the 
d  I 


r.  an 


laugh  at  the  Kepnhiican  I'lopia.     There  1 


ever  I  am  in  the  mood  to  have  a 


t! 


ley  Have  persuadeil  him  that   he  is  a  b 


make  a  sensation  in  the  CIiamb'M'.     Then 

(d"  working  up  a  constituency  to  nominate  bim.  and  on  dav^ 


le  ha-  his  tlatlerers; 
)rn  orator  and  will 
i>.  in  fact,  a  talk 


when  thev  are  very  entluHiastic  they  d 
Danton." 


isi-o\er  that  ho  is  likt 


■nil.  thi'^  is  (he  ( liniax  of  burlcsniu. '" 


san 


1  f: 


mile  Blondet. 


no  not  know,  mv  ilear  -ir. 


wlatlier  vou  liav.'  ever  ol 


that   men  of  superior  talei.t  are  alwavs  extreiiudv  indu 


)<i'rvei 


Thi.- 
'I 


rent. 


was  now  proved  in  ilie  p,.r-on  of  Joseph  firidau. 
agree  with  you."  said  he,  "t'liat  if  Dorlang^  starts  on  that 
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tnn  I,  lit'  IS  almost  certainly  lost  to  art.  But,  after  all,  why 
-...iiiii  III,'  not  be  a  siuress  in  liie  Clianihcr?  He  sjx^aks  with 
^•.;it  ihii'iH  V,  and  seems  to  be  full  of  ideas.  Look  at  (.'analis; 
.,;i:i  he  uoii  Ilis  election:  'Fauj^dil  a  [loi't  I"  said  one  and  an- 
•:,i  r.  uliieh  has  not  prevented  his  making  himself  famous  as 
,:  ,  Hininr  and  being  made  ilinister."' 

'Wi'li.  the  lirst  point  is  to  get  elected,"  said  T^mile  Blondet. 
•■\\  ii.it  place  does  Dorlange  think  of  standing  for?"' 

■"l-Mr  one  of  the  rotten  boroughs  of  the  National,  of  course," 
[•  niirkcd  Bixiou.  *"Jlowcver,  1  do  nut  know  that  the  place  is 
.it  (ji'iid'.d  on." 
"A.-  a  general  rule,"  said  the  man  of  the  Di'hats,  *'to  be  re- 
.•■! i'll  a.-  a  incnil'er,  even  with  the  hottest  support  of  your 
i.i!;;..  recpiires  a  somewhat  extensive  political  notoriety,  or 
(i-c.  at  least,  some  good  provincial  status  of  family  or  of 
tMrtiiiic.  Does  any  one  know  whether  Dorlange  can  command 
-(•  elements  of  succes.-?'" 

■.\>  to  family  status,  that  would  be  a  particular  dilhculty 
h  liini  ;  his  family  is  non-existent  to  a  desfHTate  extent." 
"indeed,"  said  Blondet.     "Then  he  is  a  natural  son?" 
■  \-  natural  as  may  he — father  and  mother  alike  \;:iknown. 
can  (juitu  imagine  his  being  elected;  it  is  the  rank  and 


iJi 


r.ui 

li!"  I'l  Ilis  political  notions  that  uill  be  so  truly  funny." 

■'lb'  must  be  a  Republican  if  he  id  a  friend  of  the  gentlemen 
I  ,i  the  Sidimial,  and  has  a  likeness  to  Danton." 

"i^videiilly.  But  he  hold-  his  fellow-believers  in  utter  con- 
!•  iii'it.  and  says  that  they  are  good  for  nothing  but  fighting, 
ii  :,-!i  play  and  big  talk.  So  ])rovisionally  he  will  put  up  with 
a  iii..(iai(hy  bolstered  up  by  rei)ublican  institution.s — though 
!.■  ii--(rts  that  this  citizen-kingship  must  infallibly  be  under- 
miuimI  by  the  abuse  of  private  interest  which  he  calls  corrup- 
!!(>!!.  This  would  tempt  him  to  join  the  little  Church  of  the 
I.I  f:  Centre :  but  there  again— 'lure  is  always  a  but — he  can 
i!i-i'r;i  nothing  but  a  coalition  of  ambitious  and  emasculated 
i.^e::.  iii!(  onsciously  smoothing  the  way  to  a  revolution  which 
!.'■  >e(>  already  on  the  horizon  ;  to  his  great  regret,  lu'cause  in 
ilis  •  iiinion  the  masses  are  neither  sullieiently  prepared  nor 
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sufficiently  intelligent  to  keep  it  from  slipping  through  their 
fingers. 

"As  to  I.egitiniisin,  he  laughs  at  it;  he  will  not  accept  it 
as  a  principle  under  any  asi"'ct.  He  regards  it  simplv  as  a 
more  definite  and  tinie-lionond  form  of  hereditary  monarchy, 
allows  it  no  other  superiority  than  that  of  old  wine  over  new. 
And  while  he  is  neiflier  i,e;,ntimist,  nor  Conservative,  nor  Left 
Centre,  hut  a  republican  wlio  deprecates  a  repuhlic.  he  stoutly 
sets  up  for  being  a  Cathnlic  and  rides  the  hobby  of  that  party 
—freedom  in  teaching:  and  yet  this  man,  who  wants  freedom 
in  teaching,  is,  <in  the  (.ther  hand,  afraid  of  the  Jesuits,  and 
still  talks,  as  if  we  were  in  \H^^9.  of  the  encroachments  of  the 
priestly  party  and  the  Congregation. 

"And  can  you  imagine,  finally,  the  great  partv  he  proposes 
to  form  in  the  Chamlier— himsrlf,  of  course^  its  leader? 
That  of  justice,  impartiality,  and  honesty:  as  if  anything  of 
the  kind  were  to  Ijc  found  in  tl;e  parliamentary  pottage  or  as 
if  every  shade  of  opinion  had  not  fnun  time  immemorial  flour- 
ished that  fiag  to  conceal  its  uglv  emptiness?" 

"So  that  he  gives  up  sculj)ture  once  and  for  all?"'  said 
Joseph  Bridau. 

"Not  immediately.  Tie  is  just  finishing  a  statue  of  some 
female  Saint,  but  he  will  not  let  auylxidv  see  it,  and  does  not 
mean  to  exhibit  it  this  year.  He  has  notions  of  his  own  about 
that  too." 

"Which  are '-"  asked  fimile  Rlondet. 

"That  religious  works  ought  not  to  be  displayed  to  the 
judgment  of  criticism  and  the  gaze  of  a  public  cankered  by 
scepticism;  that,  without  confronting  the  turmoil  of  the 
world,  they  onglit  modestly  and  i)iously  to  take  the  place  for 
whieh  they  were  intended." 

"Bless  me!"  exclaimed  Blondet.  "And  .«uch  a  fervent 
Catholic  could  fight  a  duel?" 

"Oh,  there  is  a  better  joke  than  that.  Catholic  as  he  is, 
he  lives  with  a  woman  he  brought  over  from  Italv,  a  sort  of 
goddess  of  Liberty,  who  is  at  the  same  time  his  model  and  his 
housekeeper." 


.•    ■;:*  ^..     ,0S7fW'--  ■«' 


^  >  ■.    r^:.y 
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What  .1  ffossip — what  a  rcjrular  imiuiry  otTico  that  Bixiou 
'    linv  said,  as  they  divided. 
1  lnv  iiad  just  been  asked  by   Madame  de  Montcornet  to 

t  a  eiii)  of  tea  from  lier  fair  haii<ls. 
\    vou  see,  my  dear  sir,  M.  Dorhuiije's  jjolilieal  aspirations 

ii  re^Mrded  very  seriously,  most  people  thinking  of  thorn 
tiiiich  as   I   do  inyseif.      I   eaniiot  doubt   that  3'ou  will 

'  '    to  him  at  onee  to  thank  him  for  his  zealou-;  intervention 

1.  li  lid  you  against  ealumny.     His  brave  devotion  has,  in 

t  .  •    tilled  me  with  sympathy  for  him,  and  I  should  be  really 

.     I  \i>  see  you  making  use  of  your  old  friendship  for  him  to 

•  f](  r  him  from  embarking  on  the  thankless  traek  he  is  so 

.1  I  to  tread.  I  am  not  guided  by  the  tliouglit  of  the  draw- 
-  attributed  to  him  by  M.  lii.xiou,  who  has  a  sharp  and 

)  'lady  tongue;  like  Joseph  Bridau,  1  think  little  of  them; 
'  '  I  mistake  that  every  one  must  regret,  in  my  opinion, 
i  I<i  he  to  abandon  a  career  in  wliieh  he  has  already  won  a 
!.i!,'ii  position,  to  rush  into  the  political  fray.  Sermonize  him 
■■■  i\\i-  ell'eet,  and  as  much  as  you  can,  to  induce  him  to  stick 
;-  \rt.    Indeed,  you  yourself  are  interes'  d  in  his  doing  so  if 

!i  :ire  still  bent  on  his  undertaking  the  work  he  has  so  far 
n  fii.M'd  to  accept. 

]'.\  the  matter  of  the  personal  explanation  I  advised  you  to 
huvr  with  him,  I  may  tell  you  that  your  task  is  greatly  facili- 
tated, "^'ou  are  not  called  upon  to  enter  into  any  of  the 
(Irii.il-  lliat  might  })erhap>  be  too  painful.  Mme.  de  I'Es- 
tnr.eli',  to  whom  I  have  spoken  of  the  mediator's  part  I  pro- 
jii.Mil  that  she  should  ])lay,  accepts  it  with  pleasure,  and  un- 
(iiTt.ikes  in  half  an  hour's  conversation  to  dissipate  the  clouds 
tliii  may  still  hang  between  you  and  your  friend. 

While  writing  you  this  long  letter,  I  sent  to  inquire  for 
hiii;;  the  report  is  as  good  as  possible,  and  the  surgeons  are 
net  in  the  least  uneasy  about  him,  uidess  some  extraordinary 
:niil  (|uite  unforeseen  complications  should  supervene.  He  is, 
it  wrndd  seem,  an  object  of  general  int(>re-t  :  fur,  according 
t.  Ti'v  servant,  people  are  standing  in  rows  waiting  to  put 
titrir  names  down. 
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IheiT  ,s  this  m!h,  tM  I,,.  sii.l-.M.  ,1,.  UhvUm'  is  not  likv.l 
jr<-  IS  11,-Mi-lilv.  >i,ir,.li.  iiinl  nut  .-Icmt.  Ihnv  diflVn-iit  fm,, 
KT  who  (lu,.|l.  in  .,ur  .l,.;ir.-t  mcniorv  .'  Slie  vv.is  simple  and 
kind,  without  cv..,-  Insin-  licr  .ii,-nitv,  and  nothintr  could  o.mh- 
I«i'v  with  th,.  ai.iiahility  of  her  InuiHT,  unless  it  wore  tho 
bri-rhtncss  of  her  wit. 

The  Comirssr  dc  VEslornde  io  Madame.  Orfavp  do  Camps: 

I'AHIS.  Ffhrumy  Is:;;). 

Xothin^'  couhl  I,e  h.tt.T  than  all   von   hav,.  written    deir 
"■^xlaine:  it  was.  in  fact,  hi-hly  pn.hahle  that  this  annovin.r 
person  wouhl  not  think  twi,-,.  ahont  sp,,,kin-  to  me  the  nex^ 
tuiH-  we  should  meet,     iiis  heroism  ^^avo  him  a  right  to  do  .o 
and  tiie  most  ordinary  politeness  made  it  ineund)ent  on  him 
I  niess  he  were  content  to  pass  for  the  clumsiest  of  admirers 
h.'  <-oul.l  not  help  askin-  me  how   Xais  and   j   had   recovered 
rom  the  etleet-  of  the  accident  he  had  h(  en  ahle  to  forefend 
Jiut  if,  eontrarv  to  all  e:;pectations.  he  sh,,i:ld  persist  in  not 
(Stepping  out  of  his  cloud.  I  was  fuHv  .letermined  to  act  on 
your  wise  advice.      If  the  mountain  did   not  come  to  mc    I 
would  jro  to  the  mountain.     Like  lllpi,,,!,,',.  i,,   Thhamhu's 
tale.  I  would  'thrnM  myself  on  the  monster"  and  lire  mv  -rati- 
tude  ,n  his  teeth.     Lik-  you.  mv  .loar  friend,  1  .|uite\mder- 
stood  thiit  the  real  dan-er  of  thi^  pers^rntion  lav  in  it<  con- 
tinuant,  and    the   inevitahle  explosion    that   threatened   me 
Hooner  or  later;  the  fact  that   the  .orvants.  or  th..  children 
mijrht  at  any  moment  detect  the  secret:  that  I  should  he  ex- 
posed to  the  morn  odions  infcreiuvs  if  it  were  suspected  bv 
others:  and.  ahove  all,  the  i.Iea  that  if  ih^.  ridicuh.us  mv«terv 
shonid  be  discovered  bv   M.  d,.  ri->torade  and  drive  him  to 
such  lengths  as  Ins  southern   nature  and  past  experience  in 
the  arniv  ma.h-   me   imacrine  onlv   too  easilv,— all   this  had 
f^purred   n..  to  a  point  I  cannot  dcMrihe.  and  I  mhdtt  have 
pone  further  even  than  yon  adv,>ed.-I   had  not  onh-  reco.^. 
ni.ed  the  neressitv  f,,,-  hein-r  <hc  first  to  speak  :  hnf  under  tl^ 
pretext  that  my  husband  w.aill  call  to  thank  him  under  his 
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nui!  r-'Mif.  I  iiicjint  to  coiiiiicl  liiin  lo  <^\\i'  me  Ins  name  and  ad- 

i  ■--.  iiikI,  -iip|iu>in;;-  he  wvu-   :•  all  a  |>M>sibli'  ac(|iiaintaiKr.  to 

.  •'■  hill:  liprlliuilli  to  (tinner,  and  thus  ciiti'M'  the  wolf  into 

■  -!,ic[)roid. 

i-i    riflcf  all.  what  (lan;,'(T  rould  thciv  he?     If  he  had  hut  a 

-V  •'■■  "T  rn!iin.on->en>e  ulie;i  he  saw  the  terms  I  live  on  with 

'.!     :•    1  Iv-lorade.  and  my  hnniiinvl  jias>ion  for  my  children, 

■■  .   "'I  i-iiil  it.  iii  short,  the  calm  re-'ularity  of  my  homo-life, 

-M  hi'  iioi   under.-tand  how  vain  was  his  imrsuit?     At  any 

,   ''.  uh.'ihe!'  he  should   per>i-t   or  no.  his  vehemence  would 

!■.'•  I'.-t   't-  perilous  (.ul-of-door  character.      If  I   was  to  he 

r-i'  i;led.  ii  Would,  at  any  rate,  he  under  my  own  roof,  and 

i  -ii'.nid  only  have  to  deal  with  one  >,l'  thost'  common  advcn- 

1—  lo  which  every  woman  is  more  or  less  liahle.     And  we 

.i!ua\-  iret  over  such  .«lip])ery  places  with  perfect  credit, 

-  •  :.';:-  as  ue  have  a  real  sense  of  duty  and  some  little  presence 

ef  iiiii:d. 

N''!,  I  must  tell  you.  that  1  have  come  to  this  conclusion 
uit!i-ui  a  painful  I'tfort.  Wiieii  the  critical  moment  should 
I   was  not  at  all  sun^  that  J  should  he  cool  enou;,'h  to 

.'ifi''ni  tlie  situation  with  such  a  high  hand  as  was  indis- 
)»:;-,il.|e.  However.  I  had  fully  made  up  my  mind;  and — 
\,,;i  K-ji,,\i'  iii> — what   I   have  determined  on  1  do. 

Ui  il.  my  dear  madame.  all  this  fine  scheme,  all  niv  elabo- 
rate .Miirap'.  and  your  not  l"ss  elaborate  foresight,  are  en- 
inv!;.  ua-lecl.  Since  your  la-t  letter  the  doctor  has  let  me  out 
"1  •'■•-  l!aiMl>.  1  have  been  out  several  tiini's.  always  niajestic- 
•  I'ly  -iiiToundeil  by  my  children,  that  their  ])rescnce,  in  case 
I  -!i'ii;i,|  be  obliged  to  take  the  initiative,  nnght  screen  the 
iri^h!  ,  ,>(  Mich  a  proceeding.  Jim  in  vain  have  I  scanni'd  the 
li"ii/;o!i  (111  all  sides  out  of  the  corner  of  mv  eve,  nothing,  ab- 
-■'•'.clv  nothing,  has  been  vi-ible  that  bore  the  least  reseni- 
'  ;■'"  I,,  a  cleliverer  or  a  lover.  What.  now.  do  yoii  sav  to 
t!:'- iii'W -late  of  atl'airs?  A  mii:iiie  sin( c  I  siioke  of  thrusting 
'■'•'■''■it  u;i  ihe  inon-ter.  Was  this  gentleman  lient  on  srivin"' 
'■'''■~'  il  I'lc  airs  ol  a  mon-ter.  and  of  tlie  nio-t  dan<rerous 
■-:'■'  ;■-■.-     How  was  1  to  interpret  this  absence?     Had  he,  with 
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a.liiiinililo  jHT>i.ira(;t>.  -ivnicd  the  snare  in  which  we  meant 
to  trap  him.  ami  ua>  lir  jinnlrntly  i^'cping  out  of  the  wav' 
Or  was  Wu'vv  some  (IrrjM.r  inotivo  still:-'  Did  this  man,  "in 
whom  I  had  failrd  to  di-ccni  the  smallc-t  si>,Mi  of  elegance, 
carry  refinement  and  d.jnarv  so  far  as  to  sacrifice  his  fancy 
to  his  fear  of  niarrin;:  a  ixenerons  action? 

But  if  this  were  so.  !i,.  would  he  really  a  man  to  think  seri- 
ously ahont^;  my  dear  .M.  de  TEstorade,  you  must  take  care 
of  yourself:  I'or.  d.>  yon  know,  the  attentions  of  a  man  of 
such  nohle  sentiments  mi^dit  prove  to  be  more  dangerous  than 
was  apparent  at  a  iir>t  <:lance? 

You  see,  my  dear  friend,  I  am  trving  lo  take  the  matter 
lightly,  hut  m  my  heart  of  hearts  1  helieve  that  I  sing  to 
keep  my  courage  up.  This  skilful  and  unexpected  strategy 
leaves  me  wondering;  and  my  wonderment  brings  me  back 
to  some  other  ideas  whieh  at  first  I  dismissed  from  mv  mind; 
now,  however,  I  must  trouble  you  with  Ihem,  as  the  end  of  thi> 
little  annoyance  is  beyond  mv  ken. 

As  to  my  fc<'ling  for  the  man,  you  will  not  misunderstand 
that.  He  savcnl  my  little  girl,  it  is  true,  but  merely  to  lav  me 
under  an  obligation.  Meanwhile  he  has  up.«et  my  pleasantest 
habits:  I  am  obliged  to  send  the  poor  children" out  without 
me;  I  cannot  go  to  church  as  often  as  I  please,  since  even 
before  the  altar  he  dares  to  come  between  me  and  God;  in 
fact,  he  has  iip>et  that  perfect  e(iuanimity  of  thought  and  feel- 
ing which  till  now  has  been  the  joy  and"  the  pride  of  my  life 
But  though  this  persecution  is  odious  and  intolerable,  the 
man  has  a  sort  of  magnetic  power  over  me  that  distresses  me 
greatly.  I  can  feel  him  near  me  before  I  see  him.  His  gaze 
oppress=es  me  without  my  meeting  his  eye.  He  is  ugly;  but 
there  is  something  vigorous  and  strongfy  marked  about'him 
whicli  leaves  an  impression  on  the  mind;  one  fancies  that  he 
must  have  some  powerful  and  dominating  characteristic?. 
So,  do  what  I  will,  I  cannot  hinder  his  occupying  my  mind. 
Now.  r  feel  as  if  I  had  got  rid  of  him  altogether.— Well,  mav 
I  say  It  y    1  am  conscious  of  a  void.     I  miss  him  as  the  ear 
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!;.:->.-  a  fharp  and  piercing  sound  that  has  annoyed  it  for 
,;  i':U'j.  til:K'. 

Wli.i!  ]  am  going  to  add  will  strike  you  as  very  childish, 
'  i'  <,i!i  wv  control  the  mirage  of  our  fancy? — I  have  often 
•  v!  }'n\  of  my  discussions  with  Louise  de  Chaulieu  as  to  the 
-.i>  Ml  which  women  should  ileal  with  life.  For  my  part, 
I  a',  .lys  told  lier  that  the  frenzy  with  which  she  never" ceased 
;  .  -.  .k  the  Infinite  was  (|iiite  ill  regulated,  and  fatal  to  happi- 
■■  -  And  she  would  answer:  "Vou.  my  dearest,  have  never 
;•..!.  Liive  implies  a  i)henomenon  so  rare,  that  we  mav  live 
a.'i  n;ir  life  without  meeting  the  being  on  whom  nature  has 
i.vAnwvd  the  faculty  of  giving  us  happiness.  If  on  some 
-I'lnous  day  that  being  appears  to  wake  your  heart  from  its 
-iiiniliiTs,  you  will  take  quite  another  tone." 

The  words  of  those  dooniedjo  die  are  so  often  prophetic! 
SiMif.Msing  this  man  should  ho  the  serpent,  tliough  late,  that 
I.' uiM'  seemed  to  threaten  me  with;  good  Heavens!  That  he 
'!  li!.!  ever  represent  a  real  danger,  that  he  should  ever  bo 
ail!.'  t:i  tempt  me  from  my  duty,  there  is  certainly  no  fear. 
1  ,1111  confidently  strong  as  to  any  such  extreme  of  ill.  But  I 
'i'!  P"t— like  you,  my  dear  friend— marry  a  man  who  was  the 
'!!•  i"  of  my  heart.  It  was  only  by  dint  of  patience,  deter- 
!:.  ration,  and  sense  that  I  Iniilt  up  tlie  austere  but  solid  at- 
!.'i  i!H!it  that  binds  me  to  jr.  de  THstorade.  Hence  1  cannot 
la:'  Ih.  terrified  at  the  mere  idea  of  anything  that  might  un- 
'i'Tiniiie  that  feeling;  and  the  eimstant  occupation  of  my  mind 
!'•  inotlirr  man,  even  in  the  form  of  detestation,  must  be  a  real 
'■   -iTv  to  me. 

i  siy  to  you,  as  MoxsiEfH,  Louis  .XIV.'s  brother,  said  to 
-  ■•!i'.-  when  he  brought  her  pa[)ers  he  had  just  written,  for 
iiT  I.I  ilccipher  them:  "See  clearly  for  me.  dear  madame, 
na.l  my  heart  and  brain  ;  disperse  the  mists,  allav  the  antago- 
i:i>ti.-  uiipiilses,  the  ebl)  and  flow  of  will  which' these  events 
liav.  -!ven  rise  to  in  my  mind."  Was  not  my  dear  Louise 
"ii«tak..n?  Am  I  not  one  of  those  woukmi  on  wh.tm  love,  in 
li'T  r-.'nse,  has  no  hold?  The  "Being  who  on  some  glorious 
li.iy  au-oke  my  heart  from  its  slumbers"  was  my  Armand— my 
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lieuo — my  X 
Iiitlicrl 


ri>,  ilinc  ;in;:.'l>  fur  wliuni  iiml  in  wlmiu  I  have 


n    llVi'( 


I :  ami   f 


IV    llic 


other  ])assi<iii. 


ti'il.    tlirri'   (■■■111    never    I 


le  a 


ny 


llic  Comicssc  il,'  r Hslumdi'   to  Mud, 


liiir    Or  I  tire   ilr    ( 


am 


/).<r. 


I'AliIs,  Mnrrh  IM\, 


In  al)oiif  the  year  IS-.'O.  t\v(i  nrir  ]h)i/s.  t, 


mancrs  teehnieal  sla 
Meek.     ( > 


n.L'.  jnitird  ill,,  sell. Id!  at  'I 


ne  hail  a  rhaniiiiw-  fa 


er;  the 


calleil  ii<:ly.  lait  that  liealtii. 

in  hi>  featuiv-  and  made  un  for  their  hnmel 


laritv. — And  her 


(■  vmi   uill   stni)  me.  d 


wliether  1  lia 


use  my  >(>]]  Ar- 

onr-  in  ihr  >:iine 

oilier  niiL:ht  have  hirn 

honesty,  and  inteili.iicncc  iieaniod 

ine-<  and  irrciru- 

car  madanic,  a^kiiiif  me 


ve  (|nite  ;rnt  over  mv  ahsnri 


nnLT  nli'a. 


tliat 


am 


-eein  so.  IS  on 


in  the  mood  to  write  y<iii  a  .Uapicr  ,d"  a  novel:-     \ot  at  a! 

ly  the 

■LT  y<iu  to 

Almost 


and  this  stranfro  he^'inninu'.  littlea^  it  mav 
continnation  and  seijncl  -d'  my  adventniv.     Sm   I   I, 
listen  to  my  tale  and  not  to  inteirn|.t. 
from  the  first,  the  two  l)ovs  formed 


o   nrocrc 


a  elo-t' 


friendship :  th 


ere 


was  more  than  one  reaxm  for  their  iniitnaev.     One  of  them— 


the  1 


landsome  lad — was  dreamv,  thomrlilf 


m- 
iil.  even  a  little  sen- 


ea,i:er.    !mpctnou<.   always   hnrnin^j   for 
wi)  eharaeiei's  supplemented  each  other— 


tiniental ;   the   other 

action.    Thns  their  t 

the  hest  possible  eoiidiination   f 

lastinfr.     Both.  too.  had  the  same  stain  on  their  hirth.  '  The 

dreamy  boy  was  the  son  o{  the  notorious  Lady  Brandon,  born 

in  adultery:  he  was  known  as  Marie-Ca^t 


ir  anv  union  that   is  to 


prove 


be  called 


1-ton.  which  can  hardly 


1  mime.      1  lie  other,  whose  lather  and  mother 


were 
1  name  at 


both  nnknown.  was  called  Dorhmire — which  is  not  

all.— Dorlanire.  \'almon.  \'olmar.  Derfeull.  Midcourt.  these 
are  all  names  adopted  for  the  >laL^e.  and  that  onlv  in  the  old- 
fashioned    plays,    where    tliev    dwell 


now   in    company    wi 


th 


Arnolphe.  Alceste.  Clitandre.  Damis.  Kra<te.  Philinte.  and 
Arsinoi'..  So  another  reaM.n  whv  th.>-e  unhappv  no-man"^- 
.«nns  shntild  elini:  (oj^.-ther  for  warmth  was  the  cruel  desertion 
they  both  sufTeivd  from.  Durin-  the  .even  mortal  years  of 
their  life  at  school,  not  once  for  a  >ins:Ic  ilav.  even  in  holidav 
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tiiih,  liiil  the  prison  doors  open  to  let  tlicni  out.  At  Inn;:^ 
iiilrr\,iU  .Miiri('-(iii>toii  had  a  visitor  in  the  |»crso!i  of  an  old 
iiuiN  who  liad  served  liis  motlier.  'riirouj,'li  this  woman's 
liiiii'!-  Clinic  the  (inarlcrly  |)ayincnt   for  his  sclioolinfj. 

I  lie  iimnev  paid  for  Dorhmp-  came  with  perfect  rci^uhirity 
fiiiiii  Mime  unknown  source  ihrouj^di  a  hanker  at  Tours.  One 
ihiiiiT  was  ohserved — that  this  yonth's  weekly  allowance  was 
ti\i  i!  :it  the  hi<rhest  sum  permitted  hy  the  collef,'e  rules,  whence 
It  u,i-  ( oncludcd  thai  his  anonymous  parents  were  rich.  Owing 
tn  till-,  hut  yet  more  to  the  penerous  use  he  made  of  his  money, 
I'liiliin^'e  enjoyed  a  certain  defrree  of  eon.sideration  among 
lii>  I  iiinpanions,  thoufrh  h.c  could  in  any  case  have  commanded 
it  I'V  the  prowess  of  his  fist.  At  the  same  time,  it  was  re- 
niarknl,  hut  not  loud  enough  for  him  to  hear,  that  no  one 
hill]  ever  asked  to  see  him  in  the  parlor,  nor  had  anybody 
()Ut>iile  the  house  ever  taken  the  smallest  interest  in  him. 

Thi-e  two  boys,  both  destined  to  fame,  were  far  from  hrill- 
iant  -rholars.  Though  they  were  neither  refractory  nor  idle, 
sinie  iln'y  did  not  know  any  motlier  to  he  happy  in  their 
.iiic((>>,  what  could  they  care  for  rewards  at  the  end  of  the 
year? 

.\nd  they  worked,  each  after  his  own  fashion.  At  the  age  of 
tiflci  II.  Marie-CJaston  had  j)roduce(l  a  volume  of  verse:  satires, 
elr,'ies.  meditations,  to  say  nothing  of  two  tragedies.  As  for 
I'lirlatige.  his  studies  led  him  to  steal  firelogs;  out  of  these. 
With  his  knife,  he  carved  virgins,  grotesques,  schoolmasters 
atiii  saints,  grenadiers,  and — in  secret — figures  of  Xapoleon. 

In  1S-J7  their  school  days  ended;  the  friends  left  tlie  Col- 
\<"^f  (le  Tours  together,  and  both  were  sent  to  Paris.  A  place 
had  ahrady  been  secured  for  Dorlaiige  m  Bosio"s  studio,  and 
ihtiiK  forward  a  certain  amount  of  caprice  was  discernible  in 
t!if  nicult  Providence  that  watched  over  him.  On  arriving  at 
tlie  lioiise  to  which  the  master  of  the  college  liad  directed  him 
en  hnving,  he  found  pk'asant  rooms  prettily  furnished  for 
iiiiii.  I'nder  the  glass  shade  over  the  chick  a  large  letter,  ad- 
dn-M  (1  to  him,  had  been  so  placed  as  to  strike  his  eye  at  once. 
Wiihin  the  envelope  he  found  a  note  in  these  words: 


p^ 
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llic  (lay  afirr  y.mr  arrival   ,„   Paris,  p,,.  at  oi^ht  in  the 
morMi,,;.  ,.n.riM.|y.  to  ,1,..  (;,nl,.„  o|'  ,|„.  l.nx,.,„l,our^',  Allee 

T  '•''■^'■'^ "••    ""■   '■■■"'•"'    l-nrh   un    tl,,.   ri-lit-hand   -nle 

froin  llu.  ^Ml,,     Tli,>  ,.  „n,„.rativr.      Do  „ut  ,„,  anv  aero 
laii. 


uiit 


i 


I  orlan;,.  was  ,M>,utual.  as  may  l„.  .,i,,poM..l.  and  Iwul  not 
wailc.l  \nu^  uIh'u  I,..  ua>  jn,n..|  l,y  a  hill-  man,  lun  feet  hi.rh 
wlu.,    \v,l  ,     Ins    eiH.nnuus    lu.,.!    a...!     lin.k     ,„.,,,    „f    Iwur' 

lus  liooked  noso  and  cIum  and  n k.-d  1,-s,  -.lud.t  have  >tenned 

out  „f  one  of  lIoirnKuuiV  fairy  tales.     Wuhout  a  uord-f,.r 
to  Ins  ,HT>onal  advantap..  ,|„s  nu-ss,,,;rer  a.hhd  that  of  heing 
deaf  and  dun,l>-he  pla.rd  ,n  the  vouth's  hands  a  letter  and  a 
purse      The   U;uT  said   that    Dorian..-.-   fa.n.lv   were   nuuh 
pk'ased  to  hnd  that  he  had  a  d,>,msit,on   for  "the  fine  art^ 
ili'  u-a.s  .  -ed  to  work  hanl  and  profit  hv  the  teaehinjr  of  the 
great  uu    irr  nn.irr  ulio>e  inmoM  he  wa>  phie-d.     JI,.  wouh] 
It  was  hopcl.  he  M,.ady.  an.l  an  eye  wonld  ho  kept  on  \n,  he- 
hav.or.     On  the  other  hand,  he  was  not  to  fore^ro  the  rational 
amusements  suited  to  lus  a;:...     For  Ins  n.-d.  and  Ins  pleasures 
he  nn-ht  eount  <.n  a  .-nni  ,d'  tw,.nty-llu.  loui>.  which  would  he 
paid  t.)  him  every  three  months  at  thi<  ^anie  pl,„e.  hv  tho  same 
mcssen-er.     With  re-ard  to  this  emi.-arv.  Dorlan-e  uas  ex- 
pressly forhid,!.,,  to  f<.llow  hini  whrn  \y  .hp.,ried  aftor  ful- 
filling Ins  errand.      In  ea>e  of  disoh,.d„.n<e.  ..Jiher  direet  or 
iiidireet,  the  p<.nalty  was  <er,ons-„o  I,..,.   ,„   f^.,.  than  the 
withdrawal  .d  all  assiMance,  and  eompht.  <h-ortion. 

Now,  my  dear  friend,  do  vou  nniemher  that  in  1S31  I  ear- 
ned you  oir  to  the  firole  des  IVanx-.\rl..  where,  at  that  time, 
the  exlnhition  n-ed  to  he  held  of  works  ,on,p..tin.r  for  the  first 
pn.e  in  s,u|ptun.?  The  suhjeet  set  for  the  c.unpetition  had 
appealed  to  my  heart-Xiohe  weepnig  over  her  ehildren  \nd 
«lo  you  renu-mher  my  fury  at  the  w„rk  sent  in  \,x  one  of  the 
competitors,  round  whieh  then,  was  a  crowd  </.  .len^e  that 
we  could  scarcely  get  near  it  f  Tho  indolent  wretch  had  ma.le 
game  of  the  suhjeet.  His  Xiol.e,  in.Jeed,  a^  I  could  not  but 
agree  w,th  you  and  the  pnhiie,  was  mo<t  touching  in  her 
beauty  and  grief;  but  to  have  represented  her  children  as  so 
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•  .  iiionkcvs.  lyiri;:  on  the  ^.Toiiiul  in  the  most  various  and 

;. -i|iic  jitiiiiiilc: — what  a  di'iiliwalilc  waste  of  talent!     It 

.1-  in  \.iiii  thai  you  iusi.-tcil  in  pointing  out  how  charming 

.■  iiiMiikiv.--  wen- — .t:ra(rt"ul,  witty — and  that  it  was  impos- 

,.   \"  lau;:li  more  in^^cniously  at  the  hiindiu'ss  and  idohitry 

i-;'ih(  rs  who  rcLTMnl  sf.rnc  liideons  hrat  as  a  masterpiece 

\.i!iiri'"s  handiuork.     I  lonsidcrcd  tlie  thirty  a  monstrosity  ; 

;'i  till-  iiidiu'iialinii  of  the  (ihirr  aia(lerni(ian>.  who  deiiumded 

r  -.'I'lnn  erasure  <>(  lhi>  itnpertinent  work  from  the  list  of 

iiijiitiii::  sculpture,   was,   in    my   opinion,   whollv  justified. 

•  iilniir.  however,  to  puhlic  opinion  and  to  th(»  papers,  which 
'     •   -if  raising:  a  suhscription  to  .-end  the  sculptor  to  Home 

M  •  <inuid  I'rix  were  ^dven  to  anybody  el.-e.  the  Academy 
.!  lint  :ii,n-ee  with  me  and  with  its  elders.  The  renuirkahle 
.Miiv  iif  the  Niobe  outweighed  all  eUe.  and  this  slanderer 
t'  ■.thers  found  his  work  crowned,  though  he  had  to  take 
1  !■  tty  severe  lecture  which  the  secretary  was  desired  to 
.  ■  liiin  on  the  occasion.  I'nhappy  youth!  1  can  |)ity  him 
.  lor  he  never  had  known  a  mother. —  lie  was  Dorlauiro, 
.  \'.iith  abaniloned  at  the  t;chool  at  Tours,  and  Marie- 
i>!"ii'>  friend. 

I'l-  four  years,  frotn   IS'JT  till   1S;)1.  when  Dorlanpe  was 

•i'   to  ijome,  the  two  youn^  num  had  never  parted.     Dor- 

'     with   his   allowance  of   two   thou.sand   four   hundred 

■'-.'  -.  always  punctually  paid  bv  the  hand  f>f  the  mysterious 

r.  was  a  sort  of  Manpiis  d"Ali;,'re.     Marie-(iaston,  on  the 

•  niry.  if  loft  to  his  own  resources,  would  have  lived  in 
.  !  penury;  but  between  persons  who  truly  care  for  each 
'•■V.  a  rarer  case  than  is  commonly  supposed,  on  one  side 

i'v.  and  on  the  other  notliinjr.  is  a  determinitii^  cause  of 
r  illiance.  Without  keepinj^  any  score,  our  two  piireons 
i  I  ■•'Tythinc:  in  common — home,  money,  troubles,  j)l(  asures, 
i  liopcs;  the  two  lived  but  one  life,  rnfortunately  for 
^  -'ia.-ton,  his  effort?  were  not.  like  his  friend's,  crowned 
i    -urcess.     His  volume  of  verse,  carefully  recast  and  re- 

-  '!.  witli  other  pooTus  from  his  pen  and  two  or  three  dramas. 

'.  I'-r  lack  of  goodwill  on  the  part  of  stage-managers  and 
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piil)lisIi(Ts>,  rcMiiiiiicd  in  ,,bs 


'■'"•^'.v-      Ai    I.Ht  the  firm  (if  t\ 


Iron;.'-  I 


IHi|-l 


n    ilint   -if 


1     I 


Ity  l)(M-laii^'f's  iii.-i>ii'ii(\.  t.M)k  - 

strict  fc..n..itiv.  tlir  ii.r.lful  >um  Uiis  >,tvr.i  t,,  ;,nhi  ..m,I  I,,-,-  - 
out  a  v..I..inr.  The  inU—Snn.ln-/..  u,-,.  ■,.,it  ,,„  t,v,>  ■  ,1,: 
huu\in^  Uiis  |.ciirl-|:riiy.  th,.  in.n-iiis  l,rM,:,|.  ai.,1  \],ri,.  ua-  a 
IHVtty  lilli-|„i,-,.  ,|...M-,„.,1  |,v  Dnrlan-.'.  liu!  ih.  i,nhli,."ui, 
"•"  "i(litr..n.iil  as  (l„.  ,,ul,|:.h,.rs  :,,  ■!  :nM::;,u'('i>  it  \v,„ii 
n.'itluT  Imiv  ,„.r  iviiihs.)  imich  -,..  ll,.:l  ,.,„•  ,l,r.  uli,.,,  ilic  ivi  • 
was  (Inc.  .Miiric-(iastn,i,  in  a  lit  „r  ,ir.-pair.  mmii  fur  il..  (M- 
book  huyrr,  an. I  ^u|,|  In,,,  ihr  ^^\u>U■  r.liii,,,,  f.,,-  t!,,v,.  <„„.  h 
volume,  wluTKr  .,  ,Hrfr,t  ,■,-,,,.  ,,r  y, „„,■,/,„;..  u, ,,,.,-,,  !,,„„,„(,.. 
hm.on  evcT  ^tall  alu,.- the  .|na\  ^  fn,,,,  tl'i..  i'n„t  Ifoxafto  the 
J  out  .Marie. 

Thi.S  WOU„(l  AVas  Mill   Mee,l,„;r  i„   ,L,.  p,,.  (V  ,,,„,    ^^,^,,j,    jj   ,^^,_ 

came  mres.siry  f„r  I)n,'laii-,'  i,,  mI   ,,iit   fu,-  If,„,ie      Lif,.  ,., 
fommon    was   i,,,    ]o„>rei'    i....>ih|,..      |5„,n-   v  r.,r,„..<l    l.v    il,,. 
m\sti.'Ti  lis  .luarf  thai  lii~  ,.l|n«a„r,'  v,^.,:!.|  !„■  ,mi.|  I„  him  as 
li.^ual  III  l{o„ie.  il,i-.,iiuh  'i'url.inia".-  hank,  ii  .hci,.  rcl  to  Dnr- 
lan.,'0  to  oirer  .Marie-Castu,,  the  fifiren  hui^:-.,]  fi-ain-s  a  ve.-ir 
granted  him  „„  (!,.■  U.^al  seh..larslii,.  f.,,-  ,    .    Ihr  vrars  while 
lie  should  ivmaiii  ii,  K',,,,,,..     i;,it  a  Ih.ih  „..:,1,.  ,.„mm..1i  to  re- 
ceive a  favor  i.  ,-a,vr  even  thai,  that   win,  h  ean  hrMow  one. 
Mnne-Uastou,  embittered   hv  e..„Ma,M    ,v\. .,•-,-.   had   not   the 
neces.sary  eourajjre  to  meet  tlii^  >aeriliee  half-\v;iv.     Th,.  diss,,- 
lution  of  pai-tnershi].  too  pjainlv  .xposed  the' position  of  a 
dependent   wliieh   he   had    liiihr,i„   aeeept.Ml.      Some   tritlin.^ 
work  placed  in  his  hand,-  hv  ilh   ir,,.,!  ui'n,.,-  Danid  d"  \rthe/ 
added  to  his  little  iiie.mie  wonM.  he  sai.l.  h,.  cnnmrh  to  live 
on,  and  he  peremptorily  refused  what   In-  p,-ide  stiirmatized      = 
as?  charity.  ~  I 

This  misplaced  pride  h  d  \n  a  eooJMc..^  |„.t\v,M.n  the  friend^  I 
Their  intinnu^v  was  kept  ,,i,v  till  |,s:!;i  hv  a  fairly  h,-isk  eor- 
respondence.  h„t  on  Mai'M  -(ia-ton-s  part  th.-re  was  a  .liminii- 
tion  of  confidence  and  fivednn,.  H,.  ua<  evidentiv  hidin- 
soniethinir.  His  handity  dete,-niinatinn  to  1,,.  self->ntlicin<^ 
had  led  to  hitter  disappointment.  Hi-  povrtv  inereased  da'v 
by  day;  and.  prompted  hy  inexoraltle  necessity!  he  had  drifted 
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,  .1  iiin>t  painriil  |)(i>iti()ii.    lie  Ini'l  Irifd  to  rdiasf  liimxlf 

•h  ilii' I "iiotiiiit  piiicli  lit'  want,  wliuli  |ianily/.('(l  his  tli>;lit, 

MKiii^'  t'Vi'rvlliiiij:  fnr  all  <>r  noihiiii,'.      He  im[)ru(lciitly 

1  liiiiiM'lf  up  III  till'  (•(iiiccriis  of  a  new  >pa|i(T,  and  then, 

.'iiiain  a    luliii;:  vumi'.  lunk   upon   hiiiisclf  alnll•^l   all   the 

•<  ii-c>  of  tile  nmlcrtakiii;,'.     'I  lius  ltd  into  dijit   for  a  sum 

'  .'t  Ii->  than  thirty  thou-and  franc-,  hf  saw  iioihin;,'  Itcfore 

ui  a  dchlor's  pii:-(in  opcnin;,'  its  hmad  jaws  to  dfvour 


At    ihi.~  jiincturt'  he   nut    Louise  dc  Chaiilieu.      For  nine 

iiiiiiiih.-.  ilic  lilos-oniin^  time  of  their  marriaije,   Marie-dns- 

••     -  Irttt  I-   were  (vw  aiid   far  iietween,  and  tho-e  he  wrote 

iiiuh    irea-oii   to   frieinl-liip.      I)oriaii^a'  oti;:ht   to   have 

,  li'r  lii-t  per.-Mii  told,  and  he  was  told  notiiin;,'.    Tiiat  most 

i ..'ii    and    iiiii;hty    dame,    Lonise    de    Chaulieii.    IJaronne   de 

y\.[:  :iiiu  r.  would  have  it  so.     When  the  day  of  the  marriage 

;;  \.  d,  her  passion  for  seereoy  had  feai  lied  a  pitch  horderin;^ 

■,  !!Miii!a.     I.  her  clo-e.-t  friend,  was  scarcely  allowed  to  know 

'.  a  id   no  one  was  ailmittcd  to  the  ceremony.     To  comply 

V  ::    the  re(|uin'ineiits  of  the  law.  vvitnes>es  were   indi-^[>en- 

Imi  ;  hut  at  the  time  when  Marii'-tJaston  invited  two  friend.^ 

>l'>  liini  this  scrvi(e,  he  announced  that  their  relations  must 

'    i 'iiiliy  hut  amiahly  jjiit  an  end  to.     ilis  fei'linj,'.s  towards 

i  \i  :\liudy  hut  his  wife,  whom  lie  exalted  to  a  pure  ahstraction, 

"u   i;ld  he."  lie  wrote  to  Daniel  dWrthez,  "friendship  inde- 

!'•  :  dtiii  of  the  frii'inl." 

\-  for  Louise,  she,  I  helieve,  for  frreattr  security,  would 
!:;,.■  iiad  the  witnesM's  nuirderod  on  leaviiijx  the  Mniric,  hut 
!   r  a  wholesome  fear  of  the  piihlit'  prosd  utor  I 

I'wrlantre  wa<  still  awa\,  a   happy  e\cii>e   for  telling,'  him 

: 'I'iniiL,'.      Hiiricd    in    a    'iVa|ipist    monaster}'.    Marie-tiaston 

.  d  iini  have  iieen  more  lo.-t  to  him.     J\v  dmt  of  writiii;,'  ti.> 

'     ;■  frnnds  and  askini:  for  information,   Dorlanp'  at   la,-t 

■  ''i'-!  iiiit  that  .Marie-(ia>toii  no  loiiu'er  troil  this  lower  cart''  v 

■  .:■.   like   'ritlioniis,    he   had    hceii    translated    hy   a   jealous 
:i>i:i!ty  to  a   rural   OKnipus.  whic-h  she  had  constructed  ou 

(urjio-e  in  the  heart  of  the  woods  of  Vilk'-d"Avray. 
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In  183(!,  when  tlit'  sculptur  ciiiiic  liack  from  Roriio,  the 
pcquostration  of  Maric-fiastoii  ua>  iIumt  and  inorc  uiirelaxiii" 
than  over.  l)orlan;.'f  had  luo  much  .-[iirit  to  >ii'al  or  force  his 
way  into  the  sancniary  where  l.oiii>e  had  sheltered  her  crazy 
passion,  ami  .Marie-(ia-ton  was  too  (!es|)erately  in  love  in 
break  the  -pell  and  eseajte  from  Armida"s  ^^arden.  The 
friends,  incredil/le  as  it  must  seem,  never  met,  nor  even  ex- 
chan<,ri.d  iKites.  Still,  <-;,  hearing  of  Madame  Marie-CJaston's 
death,  I)or]an;:c  f(,r<,'ot  e\iiy  >li-;ht  am!  rusiu'd  olf  to  \'ille- 
d'Avray  to  oiler  what  consolation  he  mi<,dii.  Vain  devotion. 
Within  two  hours  of  the  nielaneholy  cerenionv.  Marie-Gaston 
was  in  a  post-ehaise  tlyini,'  south  to  Italy,  with  no  tliought 
for  Ills  friend,  nr  a  sister-in-law  and  two  nepliews,  who  were 
dependent  on  him.  Dorhuii^e  thouj,dit  this  selfi.-hness  of  grief 
rather  too  nineh  to  he  ijorne;  and  he  eradicated  from  his  heart, 
as  he  believed,  the  la>t  remendirame  of  a  friendship  which 
even  the  breath  of  sorrow  had  not  revived. 

My  husband  and  1  had  loved  i.ouise  de  Chaulieu  too  sin- 
cerely not  to  retain  some  feeling  of  alfeition  for  the  man  who, 
for  three  years,  had  been  all  in  all  to  her.  When  leaving! 
Marie-Ciaston  had  rofjuosted  M.  de  I'Estorade  to  take  entire 
charge  of  all  his  business  matters,  and  he  .-^ent  him  a  power  of 
attorney  to  act  for  him  in  all  particular,^. 

A  {qw  weeks  since,  his  sorrow,  still  living  and  acute,  sug- 
gested an  idea  to  his  mind.  In  the  nuddle  of  the  park  at 
Ville-d"Avray  there  is  a  small  lake,  and  m  the  middle  of  the 
lake  an  island  which  Loui.<e  was  ve.y  fonil  of.  I'o  this  island, 
a  calm  and  .-liady  retreat,  .Marie-t.'astoii  wished  to  tran,>^fer  his 
wife's  remains,  and  he  wrote  us  fn  ni  Carrara  to  this  etFect. 
And  then,  remembering  I)or|aime.  he  i)egged  my  husband  to 
call  on  him  and  iiKpiire  whether  lie  would  undertake  to  execute 
a  moninnent.  ^  Dorlange  at  first  atferted  not  even  lo  remember 
.Mane-(;ast(m"s  name,  and  under  a  civil  pretext  refused  the 
commission. 

But  liere  comes  a  startling  instance  of  the  strength  of  old 
as,«oeiatin,!  jn  ..j.,  allVctionatc  n;i!ure.  On  the  evening  of  the 
day  wli.-n  he  had  .-hown  out  M.  de  FKstorade,  being  at  the 
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Hit  r:i.  he  overheard  the  Due  do  Rlietore  ppeak  slightingly  of 
[•.■.'  1.1(1  friend,  jumI  took  the  matter  up  witli  oiiger  indignation. 
Ilriic  a  duel,  in  which  lie  was  wounded — and  of  which  the 
lA  •'.  ■  must  fertiiinly  have  reached  you  ;  po  here  is  a  man  risking 
I:  -  !itV  for  an  absentee  whom  he  had  strenuously  denied  in  the 
n;"rnini,'. 

IJiiu  all  this  long  story  is  directly  connected  with  my  own 
,i!i-ii!(]  adventure  is  what  I  would  proceed  to  tell  you  if  my 
!■  iicr  v'.cre  not  already  interminable.  And,  indeed,  as  I  have 
r;i!l((l  it  fhe  chapter  of  a  novel,  this,  it  will  no  doubt  seem  to 
v.iii,  is  a  favorable  place  for  a  break.  I  have,  I  flatter  myself, 
(■A(  iti'd  your  interest  to  such  a  pitch  of  curiosity  as  to  have  a 
!o  refuse  to  satisfy  it.     To  be  continued,  therefore,  by 

r  next  post. 

Till'  Comtesse  ac  I'Estorade  to  Madame  Octave  de  Camps. 

Paris,  ^arrh  1839. 

i  d(  rived  the  main  facts  of  the  long  biographical  notice 

-'  nt  yon,       <  dear  friend,  from  a  lecent  letter  written  by 

.  M:irie-(i.iston.    On  hearing  of  the  heroic  devotion  of  which 

■  had  ln'cn  the  object,  1    -  first  impulse  was  to  hasten  to  Paris 

il  -ic  the  friend  who  had  made  such  a  noble  return  for  his 

iiiilissness.      T'nluckily,    the   day    before   he   should   have 

:ii III!,  a  painful  hindrance  interfered.    By  a  singular  coinci- 

:.<i ,  while  M.  Dorlange  was  wounded  in  his  behalf  in  Paris, 

iiiinself,  visiting  Savarezza — one  of  the  finest  marble  quar- 

•  ihat  are  worked  at  Carrara — had  a  bad  fall  and  sprained 

!t'g.    Bt'ing  obliged  to  put  olf  his  journey,  ho  wrote  to  M. 

!ii!ige  from  his  bed  of  sulTering  to  express  his  gratituae. 

')V  the  same  mail  I  also  received  a  voluminous  letter:  M. 

m-daston,  after  telling  me  all  the  past  history  of  th"ir 

•  '!-hip.  begged  me  to  call  on  his  old  school -fellow  and  ad- 

a!i'  his  cause.     In  point  of  fact,  he  could  not  be  satisfied 

ii  this  convincing  proof  of  the  ])]ace  he  still  held  in  M. 

'ange's  affections.     What  he  desires  is  to  pro.e  that,  in 

'■  lit'  evidence  to  the  contrary,  he  has  never  ceased  to  de- 
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wouhl  ,■   f  "  ""^^''  "^  '"''''  ''"^^'  dif'ioultv,  because  he 

would  not  on  any  account  consent  to  attribute  the  '.hZ  7 
the  real  author  of  the  n.i.cln'.f.  Tlu.  W,r  f.  V  ° 
Bceret  of  his  conduct  to  .M.  Dorian-  o  '  f  1        "'' 

hav.ng  hi,„  ent,rely  to  l.r.elf;  a:^  -..l^,   ^.r::;^;::^ 
nary  peru-rsuy,  on  uprooting  every  o.hc-  fee  in.     But   'oh 
ing  would  persuade  hin,  to  adnnt  ,'his.  or  the  ^ort  o"  mo  ^I 
n.ed.cnty  which  such  Ul-regulated  and  fren.i'ed^^a  ousTd  ! 

^n^h:  ;  "e  ;;:;;!;i:;:,  '^^-^  abso,„te\,erfect.n: 
i-Mi.M.i^tiiu  ireakb  ot  her  inia"injif  nn  'in,i 
emper  were  ,n  Ins  eyes  adorable.  The  utmost  ren^ht  con 
cede  «^ula  be  that  the  character  and  the  conduct  of'' t  be" 
W  despot  nu.st  not  be  weighed  in  the  san.e  sea  es  as  4o'e" 
of  other  wonu.n.  He  re,^ards  Louise  as  a  ,.|or.ous  evcep  ion  to 
he  sex  m  general,  and  would  allow  that  on  tho'e  ™d 
indeed  she  may  need  explaining  ^    ""*'' 

\\ho  then  better  than  I,  from  whom  she  had  no  «ecrets 
could  undertake  this  task  ?    8o  I  was  requested  to  Iceed  to 
throw  so  much  light  as  that  on  the  nuUt  r  f -r  A     C Ln  J- 
benefit;  s,nc.  :f  Madame  Marie-(Jaston-s  iniluen ".  .r.'^  i 

My  first  Idea,  to  tins  end,  was  to  write  a  note  to  h.s  friend 
the  sculptor  and  beg  him  to  c-ill  on  „,„      m  I  , 

thoughts,  he  has  hardlv  ^xV.')t   nlr  In'    wm  T."'."'^ 

xi  ■     I  •    1     „  •    -       o"-  ^'>cr  ni?  W(>uici,  and  besirJpa 

this  kind  of  convocation  witii  a  definite  object  in  v"ew  would 

sp:^fr'=;;;;;-y:-':,-fc:;,,':5 

ing  the  request  already  put  to  hin,  to  give  us  the  benet    of  h  , 
assistance.     And  by  s,.en,ing  to  brin,r  ,nv  fenunine  infl  en  c 
to    ear  on  this  matter,  J  had  a  bridge  readv  n,ad:    o    "  d 
to  the  true  po.nt  of  my  visit.-I,,.  vnu  ,  ot  approve ''-am 

p^:^d^^""^^^'"^''^^"''''*^--- 

anci  m^"  ""  f"-   "^'"'  ^  Y  '"'""  '"  ^'''^  '"'PP^'  -'"elusion.  T 
and  my  escort,  as  proposed,  found  our  way  to  a  pleasant  litile 
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house  in  the  Rw  de  rOucst,  behind  the  gardens  of  the  Lux- 
.  II  iM'iirj;,  r.np  of  the  quietest  parts  of  I'aris.  In  the  vestibule 
iiii.l  iw^sages,  fragments  of  sculpture,  bas-reliefs,  and  inscrip- 
li.n.-.  nicely  <  rranged  against  the  walls,  eliowed  t!ie  owner's 
--•m1  taste  and  betrayed  his  habitual  interests. 

We  Here  met  on  the  step.'!  by  a  woman  to  whom  M.  de  I'Es- 
:-r.nic  Iiad  already  alluded.  The  Student  from  Rome,  it 
uotiiJ  H'eui,  could  not  come  away  froiu  Italy  without  brinrr'ing 
>..,;„.  soui-cnr.  This  beautiful  Italian,  a  sort  of  middle-class 
•.:iiatea.  sometimes  housekeeper  and  sometimes  a  model  rep- 
r.  -  niing  at  once  the  Home  and  Art,  fulfils  in  M.  Dorlange's 
l„.uMh..ld— if  .scandal  is  to  be  trusted— the  most  perfect  ideal 
"t  I  he  "woman-of-all-work"  so  constantlv  advertised  in  news- 
[i;i[KTS. 

At  the  same  time,  I  must  at  once  sav  plainly  that  there  was 
iii.-Mutely  nothing  whatever  in  her  appearance  to  lead  me 
I"  :;:i.i-ine  such  a  strange  plurality  of  ofTices.   She  was  gravely 
ar.i  rather  coldly  polite.    Her  large,  velvety  black  eves,  some- 
"-it  tawny  comple.xion,  hair  done  in  l)ands,  and  arranged  in 
Ml, !,  broad,  thick  plaits  as  to  .«how  that  it  must  be  macrnifi- 
'-ntly  luxuriant,  her  rather  large  hands,  well  shaped  and  of 
a::  .iniluT  wluteness,  that  was  conspicuous  against  her  black 
■in  >.  .a  very  simple  dress,  but  fitting  so  as  to  do  justice  to  her 
i'l'n.hd  figure;  and  then  an  air  of  almost  untamed  pride 
;'i>.i(ling  her  whole  person— the  demeanor  bv  which,  as  I 
i.a\.'  heard,  you  may  always  know  a  Unman  Trastererina- 
!!•'•.•  you  have  the  portrait  of  our  guide  who  led  us  into  a 
L'  ii;.  ry  crowded  with  works  of  art  and  opening  into  ine  studio. 
"liile  this  liandsome  housekeeper  announced  M.  le  Comte 
"i^'i  Mmc.  la  tVmitesse  de  rE,t(,rade,  M.  Dorlange,  in  a  pict- 
'■'.  -jiie  studio  jacket,  having  his  back  to  us,  hastily  drew  a 
^'iv.  n  l.iixe  curtain  in  fr(;nt  of  the  statue  he  was  working  on 
I  !''■  instant  he  turned  round,  before  1  had  had  time  to  be- 
'-''■'>•  my  eyes,  imagine  my  astonishment  at  seeing  Xais  ru«h 
•^P  tn  him  and  almost  into  his  arms,  exclaiming  with  childish 

"Oh  :  you  are  the  gentleman  who  saved  me !" 

10 
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What— the  gentleman  who  had  saved  her?  Why,  then  M 
Dorlange  niusl  bv  that  niuch-talked-of  Unknown. 

Yes,  niadanie,  and  1  at  once  saw,  as  Nais  did,  that  it  was 
certainly  he. 


"Well,  l)nt  if  he  is  the  Unknown,  he  is  also  the  perseo 


')t: 
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les,  niadanie;  ciiance,  often  the  most  ingenious  i  ro- 
mancers, willed  that  ,AI.  Dorlange  should  be  all  this;  and  my 
last  letter,  I  fancy,  must  have  suggested  this  to  you,  if  onlv 
by  the  prolixity  with  which  I  enlarged  on  his  previous  his"^ 
tory. 

"And  -ou,  my  dear  Countess,  rushing  thus  into  his 
studio ?■' 

My  dear  madame,  don"t  speak  of  it !  Startled,  tremblin<' 
red  and  white  hy  turns,  I  must  for  a  moment  have  looked  an 
image  of  awkward  confusion. 

Jlappily,  my  husband  launched  at  once  into  elaborate  com- 
pliments as  a  happy  and  grateful  father.  I,  meanwhile,  had 
time  to  ,, '.cover  myself ;  and  when  it  came  to  mv  turn  to  speak, 

I  had  composed  my  features  to  one  of  my  finest  expressions 
a  lEsloradc,  as  you  choose  to  call  iliem :  I  then,  as  you 
know,  register  twenty-five  degrees  below  zero,  and  should 
freeze  the  words  on  the  lips  of  the  most  ardent  adorer.  I  thus 
hoped  to  keep  my  artist  friend  at  a  distance,  and  hinder  him 

II  he  should  hope  to  make  capital  out  of  mv  stupid  visit  to  his 
house.  :\[.  Dorlange  him.self  seemed  surprised  rather  than 
disconcerted  hy  the  meeting;  and  then,  as  if  we  were  insisting 
on  our  gratitude  too  strongly  for  his  modesty,  to  cut  it  short 
and  suddenly  change  the  subject,  he  began:' 

"Madame,"  said  he,  "since  we  are  better  acquainted  than 
we  had  any  reason  to  suppose,  may  I  be  permitted  to  indulge 
my  curiosity ?" 

1  fancied  I  felt  the  cat's  claw  extended  to  plav  with  the 
mouse,  so  I  replied: 

"Artis>s,  if  I  am  not  mistakt'U,  are  sometimes  very  indis- 
creetly (  urious ■' 

And  1  emphasized  my  meaniLg  with  a  marked  severity 
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But  niv  man  was  not 


whidi  I  hoped  would  give  it  point. 
ali;i-iic(l. 

•I  liopo  that  will  not  prove  to  be  the  case  witli  my  inquiry," 
i-iiiil  ill".    "I  only  wantod  to  know  if  you  have  a  sister?' 

•Well  done,"  thouglit  I.  "A  way  out  of  the  difficulty! 
Thr  puiio  he  means  to  play  is  to  ascribe  his  persistent  perse- 
(Ufioii  to  some  fancied  resemblance." 

I'.ut  though  I  should  very  willingly  have  given  him  that 
i  Mflmle  in  M.  de  TEstorade's  })resence,  I  was  not  free  lo  tell 
li.ni  ii  lie. 

■  Xo,  monsieur,"  replied  I,  "I  have  no  sister— at  any  rate, 
ii"!  Ill  my  knowledge." 

A  Hi!  1  said  it  with  an  air  of  superior  cunning  .«o  as  to  make 
Mirt'  of  not  being  taken  for  a  dupe. 

"At  any  rate,"  said  M.  Dorlange.  "it  was  not  impossible 
li,:;!  my  idea  was  a  true  one.  The  family,  among  whom  I 
oihf  inet  a  lady  strikingly  like  you,  is  involved  in  an  atmos- 
ph'Tf  of  mystery  which  allows  every  possible  hypothesis." 

"And  am  I  indiscreet  in  asking  their  name?" 

'■\'il  in  the  least.  They  are  people  you  may  perhaps  have 
known  in  Paris  in  1820-30.  They  kept  house"  in  great  style, 
liiiil  entertained  magnificently.    I  met  them  in  Italy." 

■i'>ut  their  name?"  .«aid  I,  with  a  determination  that  wa8 
not  [irompted,  I  own,  by  any  charitable  motive. 

"l-aiity,"  said  M.  Dorlange,  without  any  hesitation  or  em- 
Uirrassnient. 

Th.re  was,  in  fact,  a  family  of  that  name  in  Paris  before 
I  '■•'■',]!'  to  live  here,  and  you.  like  me,  may  remember  hearing 
Niiiii'  strange  tales  about  them. 

A-  !ic  answered  the  question,  the  sculptor  went  up  to  the 
v-ii>il  statue. 

"1  have  taken  the  liberty,  madame.  of  giving  you  the  sister 
.'":i  iiover  had,"  he  said,  ratiier  aliniiniy,  "and  I  make  so  bold 
as  to  ask  you  if  you  do  not  yourself  discern  a  family  likeness?" 

At  the  same  time  he  pulle<l  away  the  baize  which  hid  the 
«■  "i-:.  and  then,  my  dear  madame,  1  behold  myself,  in  the 
gii-  of  a  saint,  crowned  with  glory.     How,  I  ask  you,  could 
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I  bo  anfjry?  On  sf^oiiii,'  tin'  startlini,'  likeness  thiit  really 
stared  them  in  tlie  f.ici'.  my  hu.sband  and  Xais  exclaimed 
with  admiration. 

As  for  M.  Uorlan^'c.  lie  ])roeeodi(l  without  delay  to  explain 
this  rather  dramatic  surprise. 

"This  statue,"  saitl  he,  "is  a  Saint  Ursula,  a  eonimission 
from  a  convent  in  tiic  country.  In  oonsei|uenie  of  eircum- 
stances  too  long  to  relate,  the  features  of  the  young  lady  I 
mentioned  just  now  Remained  deeply  stamped  on  my  memory. 
I  should  have  striven  vainly  to  create,  by  the  help  of  my  im- 
agination, any  head  that  would  more  perfectly  have  repre- 
sented my  idea.  I  began,  therefore,  to  nu)del  it  from  memory; 
but  one  day,  madanie,  in  tlie  (.'hurch  of  St.  Thomas  d'Aquin, 
I  saw  von,  and  [  was  so  suj)erstitious  as  to  believe  that  Provi- 
dence had  sent  you  to  nie  as  a  duplicate  for  my  benelit.  PVoin 
that  time  you  were  the  model  from  which  I  worked;  and  as  I 
could  not  think  of  asking  you  to  come  and  sit  to  me  in  my 
studio,  I  availed  myself,  as  far  as  possible,  of  every  chance  of 
meeting  you.  1  also  took  particular  care  not  to  know  your 
name  or  your  social  position:  that  would  have  l)een  to  vul- 
garize you,  to  bring  you  down  from  the  idi'al.  If  by  any 
mischance  you  had  happened  to  notice  my  ])ersistency  in 
crossing  your  path,  you  would  have  taken  me  for  one  of 
those  idlers  who  hang  about  in  ho{)e  of  an  adventure,  and  I 
was  nothing  worse  than  a  conscientious  artist,  prcnant  son 
bien  oh  U  Ir  trouvc.  like  Moliere,  making  the  most  of  my 
chances,  and  trying  to  find  inspiration  in  Xature  alone,  which 
always  gives  the  best  results." 

"Oh,  T  had  noticed  you  following  us."  said  Nai'.s,  with  an 
all-knowing  air. 

Children  I  my  dear  niadamo — does  any  one  understand 
them?  Xais  had  seen  all;  at  th.e  time  of  her  accident  it 
would  have  been  natural  that  she  should  say  something  to  her 
father  or  to  me  about  this  gentleman,  whose  constant  presenoe 
had  not  escaped  her  notice — and  yet.  not  a  word.  Brought  up 
as  she  has  been  by  nu  ".vith  siu'h  constant  cnre.  and  hardly 
ever  out  of  my  sight,  I  am  absolutely  certain  of  her  perfect 
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innocence.  Then  it  must  bo  supposed  tlial  Nature  alone  can 
ffivf  a  little  girl  of  thirteen  an  instim-tive  knowledge  of  certain 
MHnts.     Is  it  not  terrible  to  tliiuk  of? 

r.ut  luK-bands!  my  dear  iiiadaine.  husbands  are  what  are 
Fu  truly  appalling  when,  at  unexpected  moments,  we  liiul  them 
i,!,;i!nluui(l  to  a  sort  of  blind  predestination.  Mine,  for 
ii;.-iaiur.  as  it  seems  to  me,  ought  to  have  pricked  up  his  ears 
,i,  lie  heard  this  gentleman  describe  how  he  had  dared  to  take 
!u,.  f(,r  his  model.  M.  de  TEstorade  is  not  considered  a  fool ; 
„„  ,ill  occasions  he  has  a  strong  sense  of  the  proprieties,  and 
if  .  .rr  1  should  g've  the  least  cause,  I  believe  him  capable  of 
i„  ,11-  ridiculously  jealous.  And  yet,  seeing  his  belle  Rente, 
as  lie  calls  me,  endtodied  in  white  marlile  as  a  saint,  threw 
hiiii,  as  it  seems,  into  such  a  state  of  admiration  as  altered 
hini  out  of  all  knowledge! 

(!.■  and  Nais  were  wholly  absorbed  in  verifying  the  fidelity 
of  the  copy;  that  was  quite  my  attitude,  quite  my  eyes,  my 
)n..utli.  the  dimples  in  mv  cheeks.  In  short,  I  found  that  I 
,nu-t  take  upon  mvself  the  part  which  M.  de  I'Estorade  had 
(,uitc   forgotten,  so   I    said   very  gravely   to  this  audacious 

artist: 

•1),).'-^  it  not  occur  to  you.  monsieur,  that  thus  to  approprnite 
^.:,!„,at  leave— in  short,  to  put  it  plainly,  thus  to  steal  a 
stranger's  features— might  strike  her,  or  him,  as  a  rather 
M ynw^c  proceeding ?" 

■  Indeed,  madame,"  replied  he,  very  respectfully,  "my 
fraudulent  conduct  would  never  have  gone  beyond  the  point 
v,.ii  Yourself  might  have  sanctioned.  Though  my  statue  is 
,1.,  n*,,]  to  be  buried  in  a  chai)el  for  nuns,  1  slumld  not  have 
ar.-[.;!tched  it  without  obtaining  your  permission  to  leave  it  as 
;t  wav  I  could,  when  necessary,  have  a.<certaincd  your  ad- 
(|n--  and  while  confessing  the  fascination  to  which  I  had 
-;.  Munhed.  I  should  liavo  reciuested  you  to  ccmie  to  see  the 
w..!.,:.  Then,  when  you  saw  it,  if  a  too  exact  likeness  should 
hav-  nirciided  you,  l' would  have  said  what  I  now  say:  with  a 
!  v  ^irokes  of  "the  chisel  1  will  undertake  to  mislead  the  most 
;ir:i' ti.-ed  eye." 
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Diminisli  xhv  rvr-vuthhunv'.  'I'liat  was  no  j)art  of  the  pro- 
gramme I  My  lui^liaiid,  ajijiaifiitly.  did  not  tluiik  it  close 
enough,  for  at  thi.-  uionicnl  he  turned  to  M.  Dorlango  to  say, 
with  beatific  lihuidnos: 

"Do  not  voii  think,  monsieur,  thai  Madaiuu  de  TEttorade's 
noge  is  just  a  litlh'  thinner?" 

Thorouglilv  ujisi't  as  I  was  i)y  these  unfore-een  incidents 
I  phouUl,  1  fear,  have  ph'aded  badly  for  M.  Marie-Uastoii; 
however,  at  my  very  tirst  allusion  to  the  subject: 

"I  know,"  said  M.  Dorlange,  "all  you  could  say  in  defence 
of  tlie  'faithless  one."  I  do  not  forgive,  but  I  will  forget. 
As  things  have  turned  out,  1  was  within  an  ace  of  being 
killed  for  his  sake,  and  it  would  he  really  too  illogical  to  owe 
him  now  a  grudge  on  old  scores.  Still,  as  regards  the  monu- 
ment at  A'ille-d".\vray,  nothing  will  induce  me  to  undertake 
it.  As  I  have  already  explained  to  M.  de  rp]storade.  there 
is  an  obstacle  in  the  way  which  grows  more  definite  every  day; 
I  also  consider  it  contem])tible  in  Marie-Ciaston  that  he  should 
persist  in  chew  ing  the  cud  of  his  grief,  and  1  have  written  to 
him  to  that  effect,  lie  must  show  himself  a  man,  and  seek 
such  consolation  as  may  always  he  found  in  study  and  work." 

The  oljjcct  of  my  visit  was  at  an  end.  and  for  the  moment 
I  had  no  hope  of  penetrating  the  dark  places,  on  which,  how- 
ever, I  must  throw  some  light.  As  I  rose  to  leave,  M.  Dor- 
lange said: 

"May  I  hope,  then,  that  you  will  not  insist  on  any  too 
serious  disfigurement  of  my  statue?" 

"It  is  my  husband  rather  than  I  who  must  answer  that 
question.  We  can  re-open  it  on  a:iother  occasion,  for  M. 
de  ri'^storade  hones  you  will  do  us  the  honor  to  return  this 

call." 

M.  Dorlange  bowed  respectful  acquiescence,  and  we  came 
away.  As  he  saw  us  lo  the  carriage,  not  venturing  to  olfer 
me  his  arm,  I  happened  to  turn  round  to  call  Xais,  who  was 
rashly  going  up  to  a  Pyreiiean  dog  that  lay  in  the  forecourt. 
I  then  perceived  the  handsome  housekeeper  behind  a  window- 
curtain  eagerly  watching  me.  Finding  herself  caught  in  the 
o.ct,  she  dropped  the  curtain  with  evident  anrioyance. 
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'•Will."  thought  T,  "now  tliis  woman  is  jealous  of  me! 
Is  -!  I  afraid,  I  wonder,  tliat  I  may  hcconie  her  rival,  at  least 
a.-  ;i  model  ?'" 

Ill  fad.  I  eame  away  in  a  perfectly  vile  ti'mper.  I  was 
furii'Us  with  Nais  and  with  niy  luishand.  I  could  have  given 
hull  thr  henelit  of  u  scene  of  which  he  certainly  could  have 
uuhIv  iH'ithiT  head  nor  tail. 

Now.  what  do  you  think  of  it  all?  Is  this  man  one  of  the 
cl(V(  rcM  rogues  alive,  who  all  in  a  moment,  to  get  himself 
(Hit  n{  a  M-rape,  could  invent  the  most  plausible  fiction?  Or 
i?  he.  indeed,  an  artist  and  nothing  but  an  artist,  who  artlessly 
rc;.Mrdcd  me  as  the  living  embodiment  of  his  ideal? — This 
i^  \Ui.it  I  mean  to  find  out  within  the  next  few  days;  for, 
inoiv  tlian  ever  now,  I  shall  carry  out  my  progrannne.  and  not 
Im.  r  tlian  to-morrow  M.  le  Comte  and  .Mme.  la  Comtesse  de 
ri'-i.rade  will  have  the  honor  of  inviting  M.  Dorlange  to 
dihiH  r. 


11 


Till'  Comtesse  de  I'Estorade  to  Madame  Octave  de  Camps. 

Paris,  March  1839. 

Dkar  Madame,— M.  Dorlange  dined  with  us  yesterday. 
Mv  uwn  notion  had  been  to  receive  him  en  familJe,  so  as  to 
hav-  him  under  my  eye  and  catechise  him  at  my  ease.  But  M. 
i\"  I'liMorade,  to  whom  I  did  not  communicate  my  disinter- 
c-tni  purpose,  pointed  out  that  such  an  invitation,  to  meet 
ii..!hm!v.  might  be  taken  amiss:  M.  le  Comle  de  I'Estorade, 
P..  r  "f  France,  might  appear  to  regard  the  sculptor  Dorlange 
us  liaving  no  pretensions  to  mix  with  his  society. 

-Wr  cannot  treat  him,"  my  husband  smilingly  added,  "as 
if  h.'  were  one  of  our  farmers'  sons  who  came  to  display  his 
i-uh-'i.ulenant's  epaulette,  and  whom  we  should  invite  quite 
bv  iiiiiiself  because  we  could  not  send  him  to  the  kitchen." 

So  to  meet  our  principal  guest,  we  asked  M.  Joseph  Bridau 
tli.'  painter;  the  Chevalier  d'Espard,  M.  and  Mme.  de  la 
Ba.stie.  and  M.  de  RonqueroUes.     When  inviting  this  last  gen- 
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tlrman,  inv  \w>\kuu\  i-ok  mn.  t..  a.k  hiii.  whrtlicr  lu'  \v(miM 

ol.jeot  t.)  I'lUTiin-  M.  .!.■  I.Mirlnn'V  a.lv.i-arv for  you  know, 

no  doul.t,  tlnit  111."  iMik.-  .liMM'  l'..r  111-  Mrnn.ls  in  tlu'  dihl 
General  .Ic  .Muiiiiivcaii  and  M.  lif  Hniniiirrnlh-^. 

"Far  fnuM  ..lij.ct  in.-"  lif  ivplinl.  -I  am  .lclij,'lit.'(l  ta  soi/., 
an  oppomiiiiiv  uf  inii>rn\in^'  my  ar^iuaiutaiuv  witl.  a  clov.T 
man,  wIw.m-  .•.imhirl  in  tlir  atTair  in  uiucli  uo  wiTf  c-oncomed 
was  in  all  n.-pcrts  admirahK'."' 

And  wluMi  my  husband  tol.l  him  <d'  ilu'  ul.lij;ation  we  owe 

to  M.  Dorlaiip': 

"Why  thf  artist  is  a  hero!"'  he  I'xclaimcd.  If  no  goes 
on  as  ii'o  has  k-un,  wo  shall  not  bo  able  lo  roa<h  to  las 

kni'os."  , 

In  his  studio,  with  his  throat  hare  so  as  to  jjive  freedom 
to  his  head,  which  is  a  little  larj^o  I'^r  lus  body,  and  dressed 
in  a  most  heeonunf,'  loose  Oriental  sort  of  garment,  M. 
Dorlaiige  was  eertainly  better  looking  tlian  in  ordinary  evon- 
in<'  dress.  At  the  same  time,  when  he  is  talking  with  anima- 
tion lus  face  lights  up.  and  then  his  eyes  seem  to  i.our  out  a 
tide'of  that  magnet  ie  ilu  id  of  whieh  I  had  Ikmmi  eonKious  at 
our  previous  meetings.      Mme.  de  la  Rastie  was  no  les.s  .struck 

^'for-ot  whetluT  1  told  v..u  of  the  object  of  M.  Dorlange's 
ambition:  he  proposes  to  ...me  forward  as  a  eandulate  on  the 
occasion  of  the  next  elections.  'Hus  was  his  reason  for  de- 
clining the  commission  offered  him  by  my  husl,and  as  rei)re- 
senting  M.  Mari.-daston.  This,  which  M.  de  TEstorade  and 
I  had  supposed  to  1)0  a  mere  subterfuge  or  an  emi>ty  dream, 
is  it  would  seem,  a  serious  scheme.  At  dinner,  being 
challenged  hv  M.  Josej.h  Bridau  as  to  the  reality  of  hi?  parlia- 
nientarv  pre'tensions.  M.  Dorlang.'  asserted  and  maintained 
them  "a<  a  result,  almost  all  through  the  dinner,  the  con- 
versation took  an  exclu.ivelv  political  turn.  I  expected  to 
find  our  artist,  if  not  an  al)solute  novice,  at  h'ast  very  moder- 
ately conversant  with  such  matters,  whsih  hitherto  must  have 
lain  quite  outside  his  range.  Not  at  all ;  on  men  and  things, 
on  the  past  and  future  history  of  party  strife,  he  had  really 
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viv\v.«,  cvitlcntl}   not  !  irrowod  from  the  daily  cant  of 
ill  IS  ;  and  lu   .-poke  w  ith  lum 


'V.  tasf,  and  clcganco — - 
irii  Ml,  that,  wliiri  Ik'  Inns  Icfl,  M  iU'  \ln\u\\.\rvo\[t;ii  and 
M.  lie  !  K^toradi'  cxpri's.-cd  tlu-ir  aina/.cmmt  .it  tiii'  rlcar  and 
;,.,prful  pulilual  intrlligcin  c  that  hi-  had  ri'vcalrd  to  thi-ni. 
I  !ir  Miiiiii.-.-ion  1.-  all  tlu'  inorr  striking  Iktuusc  thi-sc  two  gen- 
;  .111.11.  lioth  by  instinct  and  jiositioii,  arc  staiuuii  Conserva- 
1.U-.  while  y\.  Dor!nigi'"s  proilivitii's  tend  very  cMdcntly  to 
.• ;  .M(  ra!  !r  ideas. 

ini'  i|Uite  unexpeeti'd  iiitelleetnal  superiority  in  my 
)ir.ili|tiiialieal  admirer  reassured  me  eonsidetalily.  Tolitics, 
,h  I'm.  are  an  ahsorhing  and  dnmin.iling  passion  uhieh  can 
-.aP'rlv  allow  a  tiecond  to  thmrisli  hy  its  side.  Nevertiieless, 
1  wa>  lient  on  stu(?yiiig  the  situation  to  the  bottom,  and  after 
.;i!!iit!-   1   insidiousr.    drew  my  gentleman   into  one  of  those 

'.■n-lHr  eliats  whieli  the  mistress  of  a  liouse  can  gfMierally 
..Maii^'e.  After  speak-ng  of  M.  Marie-tiaston,  our  friend  :n 
.  Limon,  of  n.y  dear  Louise's  crazy  ilights,  and  my  own  oon- 
-Miit  hut  useless  attempts  to  moderate  them,  after  giving  him 
...i\    opportunity   and    facility    for   opening    the    battle.    1 

4.m1    (inn   whether   his   Saint    Ursula    was   to   be     .at   off 


it  IS  quite  ready  to  start,  madame,"  said  he.     "But  I  wait 
r  \uur  permission,  your  ixcut;  for  you  to  tell  me,  in  short, 


!i'iti(r  or  no  I  aju  to  alter  anything  in  tlie  face." 

■  III.-!  tell  me  this,"  replied  1.     '"Supposing  I  were  to  w  ish 
r  ;:;iv  alteration,  would  such  a  change  greatly  injure  the 

•itni' -" 

■1;  probably  would.  However  little  you  clip  a  bird's 
■  ii.i,'-,  it  IS  always  checked  in  its  fliglit." 

"Unr  inore  question.  Is  your  statue  most  like  me  or  the 
>h.  r  woman?'' 

■  Mil.  madame,  I  need  hardly  say.     You  are  the  present; 
tlie  past." 


>\\v 


"iui!   to  throw  over  the  past  in  favor  of  the  present  is 
callrd.  as  you  doubtless  are  aware,   monsieur,   b}    an  ii  ,iy 
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nami..     An.l  y..u  .,.i.lr.-  tn  Uus  fsil  ir.ulnuy  with  a  frauk 

"It  i<  tru.'  that  Min  ...li  Im.  l.rulal.-  >:w]  M.  Dorlan^'is  laugh- 
ing.    '-WhrnArr  11   Miav  llii.l  th..  raw  material  of  a  cmili 

it  nis-lic-  nil  11  with  fivii/.y. 

•■  \rl  '■  -anl  1.  ■•!>  a  l)i;,'  weird,  uiuhr  wliuli  a  world  ol 
thin-'<  Viiid'  rrlii'-rl^Tlu'  ..tlu-r  day  you  tnld  iiic  that  nr- 
cui.Maii.v..  inn  Inn-  In  Im.  rrlal.-i,  ha.l  mntrilmt.'d  to  statnj. 
on  vnur  .umd.  a~  a  .nu^laiit  ,.n-r„.r.  ili.'  fratun-  of  whuh 
nui'.r  aiv  a  ivll.,  iiun.  an.l  win,),  iiavo  hd't  such  at.  iinpro^mnu 
on  vnur  iiuiiinry.  Was  iint  this  s.yiii^'  prrtty  plamly  that  it 
was"  lint  the  Muljimr  alniic  who  iviiiciul.fivd  tlu'iii.' 

"Indrcd,  iiiadaii.r,  1  had  lint  tiiiic  to  explain  nivsi'lf  nu.re 
fuUv.  And  in  aiiv  ca>e,  on  seeing  ynu  for  the  hrst  time, 
wouhiyou  not  liave  thought  it  extraordinary  if  I  had  assumed 

a  confidential  tone? '" 

"But  now?"  said  1  audaeionsly. 

"Even  now,  unless  uiuUt  very  express  encouragement,  1 
should  lln.l  it  hard  to  per>uade  myself  that  ajiything  in  my 
past  life  could  ha\e  a  special  interest  for  you. 

"But  why  so?  Some  acciuaiiitances  ripen  .luickly.  lour 
devotion  t.;  mv  Naw  is  a  long  ^fp  forward  in  ours.-Be- 
6ide?,"  I  addi'd  with  atreded  giddiness,  "l  love  a  story  be- 
yond all  things."  ,     .     , 

"Besides  the  fact  that   mine  lias  no  end,  it  has,  even  to 

me,  remained  a  nivstery. 

"All  the   more   reason Between  us,  perhaps,   we  may 

be  able  to  solve  it." 

M.   Dorlange  seemed  to  consider  the  matter;  then,  after 

a  short  silence,  he  said:  . 

"It  is  very  true;  women  are  clever  in  discerning  faint 
traces  in  faJts  or  feiding^  wliere  we  men  can  detect  none. 
But  this  revelation  does  not  involve  myself  alone,  and  1  im.-t 
be  allowed  to  beg  that  it  remains  ab>ohitelv  between  ourselves. 
I  do  not  except  even  .M.  de  TEstorade;  a  secret  ceases  to 
exist  when  once  it  goes  beyond  the  si.eaker  and  the  recipient. 

I  really  was  desperatclv  puzzh'd  as  to  what  was  coming. 
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I  j;i    i,i>t  clausi'  sii^'K'><''"l  •'"'  finit.oiis  |ir(liiiuiiani'>  of  a  mini 
•  In  tn'>pass  on  anollifr's  |irn[)irly.      IImucmi-.  I  jiursucd 

.  i,  -iirv  lif  iin|>U(li'iiii'  ami  ciHiiura^^'ciiU'iil. 

■M.  ill-  ^K^In|•all(•,■■  .-aid  I.  "ir-  .-o  little  at  "ii^tiiiiird  to  lit'iir 
.  ,,  :  .ihiiiir   frniii   iiif,  tiiat   lie  ik'MT  ^a«    a  Mn;,'lc  liiir  of  my 
j..,n(lt'iu'c  witli  Madame  Marie-(ia.-titii."' 

,\!  ilir  ,«aiiK'  timr  I  made  a  mental  re-ervatiuii  with  refer- 

..    \><  von.  my  ticar  friend;  fur  are  yni   imt   the  keeper  of 

.    •.n-eiemv?     Ami  to  a  eoiii'e->or  one  mn.-t  cunfe-s  all,  if 
:  ,   :-  |i.  he  jiidieion-ly  ad\  i.«ed. 

ii!  now  M.  l)orlanj:e  had  heeti  i-Iandinj:  in  front  of  the 
!;.|i!,i(e,  while  1  sat  at  the  corner,  lie  now  took  u  ehair 
,'■.-1   u>  me,  and  liy  way  of  preamljle  he  -aid: 

•1  -poke  to  yon.  madame,  of  the  l.,anty  family " 

A:  thi^^  instant  Mine,  de  la  Ha-tie.  a-  pro\i,kin^'  as  a  showx-r 
,t  ;i  i.unie,  came  np  to  ask  me  whether  I  had  seen  Nathan's 
-..»   jlav:-     Much   i   cared   for  anyiiody  elr-e"s  comi'dy  wlu'n 

'  -  !!..  d  in  this  drama,  in  which  it  would  .■^cem  1  had  played 
.:  invtty  lively  parti  However,  -M.  Dorlanj^e  was  ohli.u'ed 
t.  ui\e  np  his  seat  hy  me,  and  it  was  impossihle  to  have  him 
!  >  I! i.-eir  any  mof  that  evening. 

A  Mill  -ee,  nothin,!,'  has  come  of  all  my  forwardness  and 
,*::;!.--•.  no  lifxht  has  dawned  on  tlie  matter;  hut  in  the 
„!-.'.!  of  any  advances  fmni  M.  I)orli:ii,i;e,  as  I  rememher 
i  -  ':;  inner,  which  1  carefully  studiid.  I  am  more  and  more 
■  !;-:'.  (1  to  helieve  in  his  perfect  innocence. 

N  I.  m  fact,  is  tliere  anything:  in  this  interrupted  tale 
'-,  -li^r^'cM  that  love  played  the  part  I  had  insinuated.  There 
;n  pleiitv  more  ways  of  stamping  a  per-^onality  on  one's 
".!  ni-;  and  if  M.  Dorlanjie  ilid  not  lov(>  the  woman  of 
ui'  M  1  reminded  him,  what  /rrudire  can  he  have  airainst  no 
v.!  iin  hut  a  sort  of  second  i-dition?  N'or  nmst  we  ovor- 
i"v    ;'' af  verv  handsome  housekeeper;  for.  <:rantin,ir  that  she 

-  •  .'  a  hahit,  adopted  for  rea-ons  of  conunon  sense  ratlier 
li    ■    1  passion,  th<'  woman  inu>t  still  he.  at  any  rate  in  some 

'■-■  •.  a  fence  against  me.  f'oiiseiinently.  de.ir  madame.  all 
ti>    iiurms  1  hftve  dinned  into  vour  ears  would  be  ridiculoug 
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indeed ;  I  t-liould  mh 


iit'wiiilt   nMiiiliIe 


I  ; 


Sacantcs,   who   is   liiimucd   \>y   the   idea   that   everv 
sees  her  must  fall  in  h)ve  with  her. 


Belise  in  Lr.'^  Fe mines 
one  who 


^'hid  to  tome  to  tiiis  dull  c(il- 


V>nl   I   sJKiiihl  In-  only 
elusion. 

Lover  or  no.  M.  Dorhm^e  ii^  a  man  of  hi^di  spirit  and 
rt'markal)ie  j)ou,.is  of  mind;  if  he  does  not  put  himself  out 
of  court  l.y  any  fnojish  a.-pirations.  ii  will  he  an  honor  ;ui,i 
a  pleasure  to  j.laee  him  on  oi:r  list  of  friends.  The  servic. 
he  did  us  predestines  him  to  this,  and  I  should  really  !)e  .•^orrv 
to  seem  hard  on  him.  In  that  ra.-e,  indeed,  Nais  wnnlil 
quarrel  with  me,  for  .-he  very  naturally  thinks  everything 
of  her  rescuer. 

In  the  eveiiinfr,  v.h'n  he  left: 

"Mamma,  how  well  M.  ])orlan;,'e  talks!"  said  she.  with  a 
most  amusin^^  air  of  approval. 

Speakiii^r  (d"  .\ais,  this  is  the  explanation  she  pves  of  the 
reserve  that  disturbed  me  so  mm  h. 

"Wed,  mamma,""  said  she,  "1  suppo.-cd  that  you  would  havi 
seen  him  too.  j^nt  after  he  stopped  the  horses,  as  vou  dii! 
not  seem  to  know  him,  and  as  he  is  ratlier  eommon-lookinf,*, 

I  fancied  he  was  a  nuiii "" 

"A  man — what  do  you  mean  ?"" 

"Why,  yes;  the  sort  of  m;.!i  one  takes  no  notice  of.  But 
how  fjlad  I  was  when  1  found  ♦hat  lu  was  a  ^.'cntleman  !  You 
heard  me  o.xelaim,  ">Vli;/,  you  arc  the  iicntlcman  who  saved 
me. 

Thou^'h  her  innocence  is  perfect,  there  is  in  this  ?.\-plana- 
tion  an  ugly  streak  of  pri<ie.  on  which,  you  may  be  sur",  I 
delivered  a  fine  lecture.  This  distinction  between  the  man 
and  the  gentleman  is  atrocious:  i)ut.  on  the  whole,  was  not  the 
child  in  the  right?  She  only  said  with  guileless  crudity  what 
even  our  democratic  noti(uis  ,-iilI  allow  us  to  carry  oui  in 
practice,  though  they  do  not  allow  us  to  profess  it.  The 
famous  Revolution  of  'SO.  at  any  rate,  went  so  far  as  to 
establish  this  virtuous  hypocrisy  on  a  social  footing.  Rut 
here  am  I  too  drifting  into  polities ;  and  if  I  carry  my  criticisir. 
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iiiiv  fiirthpr.    ■'>v!  will  ho  tcllin*,'  nio  to  beware,  for  that  I  am 
alnady  catf .  .     ■  it  from  M.  Dorlaiige. 

The  I'umtcssc  dc  VEstoradc  to  Madame  Octave  dc  Camps. 

I'ARI.-i,  AprU  WW. 

Vnr  nearly  a  fortnight,  my  denr  n.adame,  we  heard  no  more 

f  M.  Dorlango.     Xot  only  did  he  not  tiunk  proper  to  come 

:m!   re-open  the  confidenees  so  provekin>rly   interrupted   hy 

M,ui,ini<-  (ie  la  Bastie,  but  he  did  not  seem  aware  that  after 

iiiini-  with  anybody,  a  card,  at  least,  is  duo  within  a  u-eek. 

Vr-teiday  moriiin-,'  we  were  at  breakfast,  and  I  had  just 

nuiij.'  a  remark  to  this  effect,  without  biiterness,  and  merely 

h}  w.iv  of  conversation,  when  Lucas,  who,  as  an  old  servant, 

i^  M.iiicwhat  overbold  and   familiar,   made  yonie  one  throw 

(f'li   the  door  of  the  diniii-r-room  as  if  in  trii:inj)h ;  and 

liiimlii!<:  a  note  first  to  M.  de  TEstorade,  he  set  down  in  the 

u.idMv  of  the  table  a  mysterious  object  wrapped   i:i  tissue 

paprr,   wliich   at   first   sn<:gested   a  decorative  dish   of  some 


Ki 


U,]. 


What  in  the  world  is  tliat  ?"'  1  asked  Lucas,  seeing  in 
111-  fjive  the  announcement  of  a  surprise.  And  I  put  out  my 
ii.i!  i  ti>  tear  away  the  paper. 

"I'll,  madame,  "be  careful !"  cried  he.     ''It  is  breakable." 

•M;.  hu-band  meanwhile  had  read  the  note,  which  he  handed 
I"  inc.  saying,  "M.  Dorlange's  apology." 

This  IS  what  the  artist  wrote: — 

•■Monsieur  le  Comte,  I  fancied  I  could  discern  that  Ma- 
|';inM'  (le  TEi^torade  gave  me  jjermission  very  reluctantlv  to 
lake  advantage  of  the  audacious  use  1  had  made  of '  my 
l"nv  iarceiiy.  I  have  therefore  bravi'ly  determined  to  alter 
my  uork  and  at  the  jjresent  moment  hardly  a  likeness  is  dis- 
'•rn:i,|,.  between  "tlie  two  sisters.*  .Still,' I  could  not  bear 
!ii-  iill  I  had  done  should  be  lost  to  tlie  world,  so  I  had 
taken  of  Saint   I'rsula's  head  before  altering  it,  and 


a  la-t 


"la.i..  a  reduced  copy,  placing  it  on  the  sliouhlers  of  a  charm- 
Hi^'  rountess,  who  is  not  yet  canonized,  tliank  Heaven! 


r-^^..-     .  j' .'■.■.. I -^-CTC--,  g;--.   '  :- 


S    _iAJ 
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"The  mould  was  ln-okcn  after  the  first  copy  was  taken, 
and  that  only  copy  I  have  tlio  honor  to  hcfj  you  to  accept. 
This  fact,  whicli  was  only  proper,  gives  the  statuette  rather 
more  value. — Believe  nu',  etc." 

While  I  was  readiiit:.  my  Iiushand,  T.ucas.  Xais,  and  Rem'' 
had  been  very  busy  I'xtracting  me  from  my  wrappings;  and 
behold,  from  a  saint  I  hud  lieeii  converted  into  a  lady  of 
fashion,  in  the  shape  of  a  lovely  statuette  elegantly  dressed. 
I  thought  tiiat  M.  de  KKstoraile  and  the  two  children  would 
go  crazy  with  admiration.  The  news  of  this  wonder  having 
spread  through  the  hou.-^e.  all  the  servants — whom  we  certainly 
spoil — came  in  one  after  another,  as  if  they  had  heen  invited, 
and  each  in  turn  exclaimed — "How  like  niadamel"  I  quote 
only  the  leading  theme,  and  do  not  remember  every  stupid 
variation. 

I  alone  remained  unaffected  iiy  the  general  enthusiasm. 
It  seemed  to  me  that  to  \w  the  eternal  sulnect  of  M.  l)orIange"R 
plastic  efforts  was  not  an  enviably  iiap[>y  lot  :  and.  for  tlie 
reasons  you  know,  f  .-liouid  hiive  liked  far  better  to  be  le?s 
frequently  in  ]ii>  'liouglit.-  and  iiiKJer  hi-  chisel.  As  to  M. 
de  TEstorade,  ai'ier  spending  an  hour  in  deciding  on  the  place 
in  his  study  where  the  great  work  would  look  best,  he  came  t«> 
say: 

"'On  my  way  to  the  Exchequer  ofTice  I  will  look  in  on 
M.  Dorlange.  If  he  is  disengaged  tliis  evetiing,  I  will  ask 
him  to  dine  here.  Armand,  whom  he  \\.\^  not  yet  seen,  will 
be  at  home;  thus  he  will  see  all  the  faniiiy  tog(-tlier.  and  you 
can  expre.->  your  thanks." 

I  did  not  apjirove  of  this  family  diniK  r ;  it  seemed  to  mo 
to  place  ^I.  Dorlange  on  a  footing  nf  mtiMiaey  which  tins 
fresh  civility  again  warned  me  mi.>rht  ite  dangTous.  When  i 
raised  some  little  dillicul'v,  M.  de  I'Kstorade  remarked: 

"Why.  my  dear,  the  fqvi  time  we  invited  liim,  you  wanii  i 
to  ask  liiin  only,  which  would  have  been  extremely  awkward, 
and  now  that  it  is  perfectly  suitable,  you  are  making  objec- 
tions!" 

To  this  argument,  which  placed  mc  entirely  in  ihe  wrong, 


THE  MEMBER  FOR  ARCIS 


159 


I  cMiM  make  no  reply,  excepting  saying  to  myself  that  hue- 
U[:A-  are  sometimes  very  clumsy. 

\I  Dorlange  consented  to  join  us.  He  may  have  found 
iiif  .1  little  cold  in  my  expressions  of  gratitude.  I  even  went 
>n  far  as  to  say  that  I  sliouid  not  have  asked  him  to  alter  tlie 
-t.itii  ,  which  no  doubt  made  liim  sorry  he  had  done  so,  and 
iiii|i|ii  (1  that  I  did  not  particularly  approve  of  tlie  present  he 

'     !•!    M'llt    US. 

II'-  also  contrived  to  vr\  me  on  another  point,  on  which, 
.1-  \<iii  know,  I  am  never  amenable.  \i  dinner,  M.  de 
!;^!nr:uie  reverted  to  the  subject  of  ihe  elections,  disapprov- 
.'  ninre  than  ever  of  :\I.  Dorhinge  as  a  candidate,  though 
'..  i  i!.i:er  thinking  it  ridiculous:  this  led  to  a  political  dis- 
rii--,''ii.  Armand.  who  is  a  very  serious  person,  and  reads 
i:.'  ;  •.\spa])ers,  joii;ed  in  the  conversation.  I'nlike  most  lads 
'>:  'i:r  jursent  day,  he  shares  liis  father's  opinion'^,  that  is  to 
-..s  Me  is  strongly  Conservative — indeed,  rather  in  excess 
"f  ihai  wise  moderation  which  is  very  rare,  no  doubt,  at  si.\- 
1-"!!.  He  was  thus  tempted  t<>  contradict  M.  Dorlange,  who, 
a-  I  have  told  you,  is  a  bit  of  a  .lacobin.  .\nd  really  it  did 
net  ajipear  to  me  that  my  little  man's  arguments  were  un- 
.-Miiicl  or  too  virulently  expressed. 

n  ithout  being  rude,  M.  Dorlange  seemed  to  scorn  the  idea 

"f  il;-<ussing  the  matter  with  the  poor  boy,  and  he  rather 

•iiarply   reminded  him  of  his  school   uniforn\;  so  much  so, 

ti;.it    i   .SUV  Armand  ready  to  lo-se  his  temper  and  answer 

Mr,.-,i;,-ly.     As  he  is  quite  well  bred,  I  had  only  to  give  him 

•i  !'"k.  and  he  controlled  himself:  but  seeing  him  turn  crim- 

•':  a:;, I  -hut  himself  up  m  total  silence,  I  felt  that  his  pride 

'  i.'-iii  deeply  wounded,  and  tb.ought  it  ungenerou.s  of  M. 

:'i.'e  to  have  crushed  Iiim   i)y  his  superiority.     I  know 

these  days  all  children  want  to  he  of  im|)ortance  too 

!   that   it  does  them  no  harm  to  ititerfere  now  and 

'I  Hinder  them  from  bein;,'  men  of  forty.      But  Armand 

ha-  powers  of  mind  and  reason  bevond  his  aire. 

■ '  '  iou  want  j)roof  y 

t  iitil   last  year  I  would  never  (jart   from   him;  he  went 


^'■ 


f.f 
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to  tilt'  CollOpo  Hoiiri  IV.  a^  a  day  M-holar.     Well,  it  was  !v 
who,  ;  .r  tin.  bfiicfit  of  his  .^tudii's,  be^^^'cd  to  he  placfd  tbi-?e 


as 


hoan 


(T, 


?in(L'  \hv  constant  to  and  fm  iiievitatdv  inu-r- 


fiTi'd  w  'h  \i:<  work;  and  to  ho  allowed,  as  a  favor,  to  shut 
himself  up  uiidcr  tlu'  frnile  of  an  usher,  he  exhausted  more 

)re  coaxing,  than  ni(« 

opposite  result.     Thus 

ntol-r- 


^iu't'dli'd  nie  with  i 


n< 


argument.-,  am 

hovs  would   havi'  i;>ed  to  obtain  the 

tl 


le  grown-up  manner,  which  in  many  sehool-hoys  is  i 
ably  absurd,  in  him  is  the  evident  result  of  natural  precoe 
and  this  jirecocitv  ought  to  he  forgiven  him,  since  it  is  the  trif 
jfCod.     M. 


'ItV, 


ol  (lod.  M.  Dorlange,  owing  to  tlu'  ini.-fortune  of  tiis  bii 
is  le—  able  than  most  men  to  enter  into  the  feelings  of  bovf. 
so,  i)f  (oiirsc,  he  is  dcfieient  in  indulgence. — But  he  had  better 
be  careful!  This  is  a  bad  way  of  paying  his  court  to  nic 
even  on  tlit^  most  ordinary  footing  of  friendship. 

Being  so  small  a  jiarty,  I  could  not,  of  course,  revert  ti- 
the history  he  had  to  lell  me  ;  but  I  did  not  think  that  he  wa? 
particularly  anxious  to  recur  to  the  subject.  In  fact,  he  win 
less  atteniivc  i(»  me  than  to  Nais,  for  whom  he  cut  out  bhuK 
paper  figuns  during  an  hour  or  more.  It  must  al.*o  be  sain 
that  Madame  de  Ka.-tignae  came  in  the  way,  and  that  I  !i;i(i 
to  gi\e  iiiyM'lf  up  to  her  visit.  Wliih^  I  wa.-  talking  to  her 
by  the  lire.  M.  Dorlange.  ;it  the  other  end  of  the  room,  was 
making  Nais  and  Heiie  ^tand  for  their  jiortraits.  and  tliev 
presently  came  exultant  to  show  me  their  proliics,  wonderfully 
like,  ,-iiipped  out  witli  the  .scissors. 

■■l)o  y.iu  know,"  said  Xais  in  a  whisper,  "M.  Dorlange  sav« 
he  u  '11  make  a  bust  of  me  in  marble!'" 

Ail  this  struck  me  as  in  rather  had  taste.  I  do  not  lib- 
to  M-e  artist-  who,  Trhen  admitted  ti>  a  drawing-room.  stiF: 
carry  on  the  business,  as  it  were.  They  tlius  justify  the 
ari.-toerati'  arrogance  which  sometimes  refuses  to  think  them 
worihy  lo  :,.■  recfiv«»d  for  their  own  sake. 

M.  Dorlaiu'e  went  awav  earlv;  and  ^I.  de  I'Estorade  t^ot  on 


nv 


he  tias  (lone  so  manv  times  in  his  lil 


vhev.       L 


he  in-i>t.'d  on  Av 


)W  rig  out  his  LTiK'st.  who  had  tried  to  st 


Tceived.  and  I  hi'ard 


him  d(>-ire  him  to  repeat 


cal 
hi.^ 


vi.-il-  K'.-'  rar»dy,  tii»T  1  was  alway?  at  home  in  the  evening. 


./•  <^-/,'r*^. 
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T:ic  result  of  this  family  dmner  lias  btvii  civil  war  an»ong 

;!!'  .  hildren.     Nai>  iaudmg  her  doar  di  nvt-rer  to  the  skies,  in 

rh  -he  IS  sujipurted  by  Heiu',  who  i>  coiiipletcly  won  over 

-[ili'TTdid   iancrr    iii   horseback,  cnt  out   for  hini  by  M. 

ArMiuiid,  ^'11  the  eontrary.  -ays  he  is  u<,dy,  which  i« 

litlc  .  he  declares  he  is  ju>t  like  the  pirt raits  of  Danton 

ilu>t rated   history  of  the  Revolution,  and  there  is 

iruili  III  it.     He  also  siys  that  in  the  statuette  he  has 

!!.. ..   aic  look  like  a  milliner"-  apprentice,  which  :s  not  true 

I    ill.     Hence  endles?-  Njuabijles  anionji  the  dear  creatures. 

jii-t   now  1   was  obhiTed  to  interfere  and  tell  them  that 

-    ired  of  hearing  of  their  M.  Dorlanjrc. 

■.  ;l;  you   not   say  the  same  of  nie,  dear  niadame,  when  I 

.     A  ritten  so  much  about  hini  and  told  vou  nothing  deiinite 

--rail? 

Dorlangc  to  Marie-Gaston. 

Taris,  April  18.T9. 

Why  do  I  give  up  my  art,  and  what   du   1  expect  to  find 
II!  that  "galley"  called  politics? 

Thai  i.-  what  conies,  my  dear  fond  lover,  of  shutting  your- 
>.  !  I'  I'nr  years  in  conventual  matrimony.  The  world,  mean- 
■■*!ii!'-.  ha-  gone  on.  Life  iias  brought  fresh  combinations  to 
the-  whiiiii  you  shut  out.  and  the  lc>>  vo'.i  know  of  them,  the 
rca'i  r  you  are  to  blame  tlm.-e  you  have  forgotten.  Every 
"'■  I-  clever  at   patching  other  folk.-"  alfair-. 

'i  "M  must  know  then,  my  iiii|uisitivt'  friend,  that  it  was 
!  '  I'  my  own  accord  that  I  took  the  step  for  '>\'hich  vou 
""'.i'l  all  me  to  acce  ;it.  My  uni'oreseeii  ajipearancii  in  the 
'  '■■ii.,ral  bn'acli  was  in  obedience  to  the  de.-ire  of  a  v.tv  hi^h 
p'T.-'i.'iagc.  A  father  ha-  at  last  allowed  a  gleam  of  light  to 
-:■  'ic  in  ilie  eternal  ilarkness;  he  lias  three  parts  revealed 
'  ."  H'lf:  and.  if  I  may  trust  appearani  c<.  be  i\\]<  -a  place  in 
-  '  '  ■>  that  might  <ati<l'y  the  most  c-xacting  conceit.  And, 
:  'in  keeping  with  the  usual  current  of  my  life,  this  revela- 
'■  ua-  involved  in  circnm-tanccs  singular  and  romantic 
'.'ii  to  de>erve  telling  in  some  detail. 
II 


k      iS 
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Since  for  two  vrars  pa.-t  you  luive  k'cii  living  in  Italy 
and  visiting  the  must  interotiiig  cities,  1  believe  I  need  hardly 
tell  you  that  tlu-  Ciife  Gnc,  is  the  general  haunt  of  the  art 
pupils  from  the  I'aris  schools,  and  the  artists  of  every  nation- 
ality who  are  staying  m  Rome. 

In  Paris,  IJue  du  ('o(i-Saint-IIonore,  there  is  remote 
equivalent  for  this  institution  in  a  cafe  that  has  long  been 
known  as  the  Cafi'  drs  Arts.  I  spend  the  evening  there  two 
or  three  times  a  week,  and  meet  then;  several  IJoman  students, 
my  contemporaries.  They  have  made  me  accpiainted  with 
some  journalists  and  men  nf  letters,  agnrai.le  and  superior 
men,  with  whom  it  is  both  j)lea.'^ant  and  prolitable  to  exchange 
ideas.  There  is  a  particidar  corner  where  we  congregate, 
and  where  every  (juestion  of  a  serious  character  is  discussed 
and  thrashed  out;  but,  as  having  the  most  living  interests, 
politics  es])(.cially  give  ri-e  to  the  most  impassioned  argu- 
ments. In  our  little  club  democratic  views  predominate  ;  thov 
are  represented  in  the  nmst  diverse  shades,  including  the 
Utopia  or  j)lialanstery  of  workers.  This  will  show  you  that 
the  proceedings  of  the  (Hivenuuent  are  often  severely  handled, 
and  that  unlimited  freedom  of  language  characterizes  our 
verdicts. 

Eather  more  than  a  year  ago  the  waiter— the  only  waiter 
who  is  alloui'd  the  honor  of  supplying  our  wants — took  me 
aside  one  day.  having,  as  he  declared,  a  communication  of 
importaiue  to  nuike. 

"Yon  are  watched  by  the  ijolice,  .-^ir,"  said  he,  "and  you 

will  b.   wise  not  to  talk  always  opc'n-moutbcu  like  St.  Paul."' 

"Hy  the  police,  my  good  fi^llow!     \V)iv,  what  on  earth  can 

it  find  to  wat(h:-     Ail   I  ean  say,  and  a  i,qvat  deal  more,  is 

printed  every  morning  in  tlie  iieu -papers."' 

"That  has  nothing  to  do  with  ii.  They  have  an  eve  on 
you.  I  have  sei'ii  it.  There  is  a  little  old' man  who  takes  a 
great  deal  of  snulf,  and  who  always  sits  where  he  can  hear 
you.  \\  hen  you  are  speaking  he  lisiens  much  more  attentivelv 
than  to  any  of  the  others,  and  I  even  caught  him  once  writing 
something  in  his  pocket-book  in  signs  that  were  not  the 
alphabet." 
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•■\  i-rv  ;^()0(1 ;  llic  next  tiiin'  hf  coiiu's,  t^lidw  him  to  me." 

Tih'  next  time  Wiis  no  furtliiT  oil'  tluiii  llic  morrow. 

i  i!(  iiijiii  pointed  out  was  t-niiiU  iiiid  j,'ray-liaireil,  untidy  in 
ih-  ,iii|iraraanci'.  and  his  face,  dfcply  marki-d  l>y  tlie  small-pox, 
,  i  .  I  thought,  tliat  of  a  man  of  fifty.  And  he  certainly 
,1,  •■lien  look  a  pinch  out  of  a  hirj,'e  snutf-hox,  and  seemed 

;..iii>r  my  remarks  witli  a  dei^ree  of  att.'Ution  whieii  I  could, 
;-  i  1  iiiiM'.  rej.'ard  as  hijfldy  complimentary  or  extremely  im- 
;Mi;ii'nl.  lint  of  the  two  alternatives  I  was  inclined  to  the 
i:  ..n  rliaritahle  by  the  air  of  honesty  and  mildness  that  per- 
.  ;  'i  this  supjjosed  emissary  of  the  police.  When  I  re- 
luMiki  i]  on  this  reassuring  aspect  to  tlie  waiter,  who  flattered 
hiin-'lf  that  he  had  scented  out  a  secret  agent: 

■nil  yes.  indeed  I"  said  lie.  "Those  are  the  sweet  manners 
thrv  Jilways  put  on  to  hide  their  game." 

Twn  days  after,  one  Sunday,  at  the  liour  of  vespers,  in  the 
("Ui-r  of  one  of  those  long  walks  all  across  Paris,  which  you 
kii"U  I  always  lovi'd,  mere  ohaiue  led  me  into  the  Church  of 
Si  rii-l.ouis  en  Tile,  the  parish  church  of  that  (iod-forsaken 
i.ir'cr.  The  building  is  not  j)articuhirly  interesting,  in  spite 
"f  A  hat  sonu'  historian>  have  said,  and,  following  them,  every 
>';///;/(  r',s-  (luidc  to  I'diix.  1  should  only  have  walked 
t:  ruiirli  it.  but  tliat  the  wonderful  talent  of  the  organist  who 
w;i-  jiiaying  the  service  irresistibly  held  me.  When  I  tell 
Villi  that  tlie  ijcrformer  came  up  to  my  ideal,  you  will  know 
ti;it  IS  high  praise;  f';r  you  will,  I  daresay,  remember  that 
I  i!;  1'.  a  di.stinctio  1  between  organ  players  and  organists — a 
!  i:  k  if  the  supc-ijf  nobility  to  whom  I  grant  the  title  only 
:  '!  1  highe.*t  grounds. 

V\  inn  (he  service  was  over.  I  was  curious  to  see  the  face 
f  ■"  ri'iiiarkable  an  artist  buried  in  such  a  corner.  I  took 
li;  -land  at  the  door  from  the  organ  loft  to  he  close  to  the 
[1  :Vir  as  he  came  out.  I  could  have  done  no  more  for  u 
ir.wncd  head!  But  are  not  great  artists,  after  all.  th<'  real 
k:'  .-'  by  divine  riglit?  Imagine  my  anta7''ment  when,  after 
w.i,ii!v_i-  a  few  minutes,  instead  nf  a  perfeetlv  «tran<re  face.  T 
^au  a  'iian  wh(>m  I  at  once  vaguely  recopiized.  and  knew  at 
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11  second  t,'laiice  f..r  my  w.Mihl'ul  li>t(iur  nf  tlio  Cafe  Jcs  Arta 

•iiiiK'  a  M>rt  of  spoilt  attcniji 


N 


or  was  tins  a 


at  ill' 


maiuty;  and   in  tliis  nii.s-liaptMi  failure,   with  crook.ii 


at  hu 

legs  and  a  tlutkot  of  nnktin].t  iiair,  I  dimmed  our  old 
quarterly  providence,  my  Ijanker.  my  nioMey-(  arriur — in  short, 
our  resjieeted  friend  the  mystrrions  dwarf. 

I,  you  may  be  sure,  did  not  escape  liis  sharp  eve,  and  1 
saw  him  ea;,a'rly  {)()intin{j:  me  ont  to  the  orj:ani>t.  He  in- 
stinctively, and  not  prol.ahly  calculatiii;;  all  that  wonld  eoniv 
of  it,  turned  quickly  to  look  at  nic.  and  then,  takin^x  no  further 
notice  of  me,  went  on  his  way.  The  dwarf,  meanwhile— whom 
I  might  recognize  as  his  master's  servant  liy  \\\\<  single  detail 
— went  familiarly  up  to  the  man  who  distrihuied  holv  watiT 
and  offered  him  a  jiindi  of  smitT:  then  he  hobbled  awav. 
never  looking  at  me  again,  and  vanished  through  a  door  ina 
corner  under  one  of  the  side  aisles. 

The  care  this  man  had  taken  to  jxiint  me  out  to  the  organ- 
ist was  a  revelation.  The  Mavstm  was  evidentlv  fully  in- 
formed as  to  the  strange  means  by  which  Jiiy  allowance  u.>Jed 
to  reach  me,  and  it  had  l)e(>n  remilarly  haiided  over  to  inc 
after  my  T-oturn  from  Kome.  till  1  wa.-  placed  above  want  by 
receiving  some  commissions.  It  was  not  less  probable  that 
the  man  who  knew  about  this  financial  m\.-tery  was  the  de- 
positary of  other  secrets;  and  I  wa<  all  t!i(^  more  eager  to 
extract  from  him  some  explanation  because,  as  I  ain  now  living 
on  the  fruit  of  my  own  exertions.  I  had  no  fear  of  finding 
my  curiosity  punished  by  the  stoppage  of  sui)plies  that  had 
formerly  been  threatened. 

I  acted  on  the  spur  of  the  moment  and  rushed  after  the 
organist.  By  the  time  I  had  got  out  of  the  church  door,  he 
was  out  of  sight,  but  chance  favored  me  and  led  me  in  (he 
direction  he  had  taken  :  as  I  came  out  on  the  Quai  de  Bethune, 
I  saw  hiin  in  the  distance  knocking  at  a  door. 

1  boldly  followed  and  said  to  the  gate  porter: 

"Is  the  organist  of  Saint-Louis  en  I'lle  within?" 

"M.  Jacques  Bricheteau  ?" 

"Yes,  M.  Jacques  Bricheteau:  he  lives  here.  T  think?'' 
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■Oil  tilt'  fourth  lloor  iiliove  tlii'  entresol,  the  door  on  the 
l.f:.     lit'  liiis  just  (Dim-  in;  vou  may  catch  him  up  on  the 

K'ni  il^  last  lis  I  coiiUi,  hy  the  time  I  rcaolicd  my  raan 
h'-  ki\   was  in  the  lock. 

"M.  .Iac(|iies  Hriclieteau !'"  I  hastily  exclaimed.  '*I  have 
th.-  ti-.nnr,  1  think 'f" 

i    ktiiiw   no  such   person,"  said  ho  coolly,  as  he  turned 

tii'     i\ry. 

"I  may  he  mistaken  in  the  name;  hut  M.  the  organist  of 
.**,! :!!l-L(Uiis  en  rile?" 

■■|  never  heard  of  any  orj,'anist  livitig  in  this  house." 

i  l»eg  your  pardon,  monsieur:  there  certainly  is,  for  the 
Miui  icr^rc  has  just  told  mo  so.  Besides,  you  are  undouhtedly 
thr  ^'ciitleinan  I  saw  coming  out  of  the  organ  loft,  acrom- 
jMiii'  i|  hy  a  man — I  may  say " 

liiii  liet'ore  I  had  finished  speaking,  this  strange  individual 
li.i'i   !>,ilkcd    nie  of   his  company   and   shut   his   dour   in   my 

fair. 

I'll"  a  iiKiment  I  woinhrcd  whether  1  had  heeii  mistaken; 
Inn.  ■■11  retlection,  mistake  was  impossihle.  Had  not  this  man 
alvi.nly.  and  for  years,  proved  his  extravagant  secret iveness? 
l!  ua-  ln'  certainly  who  persistently  refu,<ed  to  have  anything 
('■  -,i\  to  me,  and  not  1  who  had  hlundered.  I  proceeded  to 
[mil  111.-  hell  with  some  energy,  (luite  determined  to  persist  till 
I  k;i  u  the  reason  of  this  fixed  purpose  of  ignoring  me.  For 
>"i!!i  hitle  time  the  hesieged  party  put  u[)  with  the  turmoil 
I  ■'  I-  making;  but  I  suddenly  remarked  that  the  hell  had 
I-  !~i  1  to  sound.  It  had  evidently  boon  muOled  ;  the  obstinate 
'  I  \  luld  not  come  to  the  door,  ami  the  only  way  of  getting 
at  i  :ni  would  he  to  heat  it  in.     That,  however,  is  not  thought 

CiilUlrfly. 

I  uciit  down  again  to  the  door-porter  and  told  him  of  my 
fa;  I  lire,  without  saying  anything  about  the  reasons  that  had 
1'  i  '"  it  ;  and  I  so  far  invited  his  coniidence  tliat  I  extracted 
~  ::  '•  inforiMation  concerning  the  iinj)enetrable  M.  .laciiues 
i>  1'  li'teau.     But  though  it  was  given  with  all  desirable  will- 
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inpnoHs.  it  threw  no  lii:lit  uliatcv.r  on  tlie  situation.— M, 
IJriihftniii  was  a  qniit  n.-iclcnt.  poiii-  luit  not  coinniunK  u- 
tivc;  pumtiial  m  pa-m-  !:i-.  ivnt.  l-\i  n,,!  m  ,m~>  ciiruni- 
stuncc's,  for  lie  krpt  no  MTvant  — ik.i  even  a  niai<l  to  (lean  I'^r 
him,  anil  \u-  < mt  lonk  ;.  tm'al  at  honir.  II,.  was  always  out 
by  ten  in  the  niornin;:,  and  m^Vfi-  (anif  m  till  tli.-  I'vrnin.'. 
Jiiid  was  jiroliahly  a  ilcrk  in  an  oilier,  or  p.-rhaps  a  mu.-ic 
master  fjivm;.'  lesM.ns. 

Only  on.,  fad  m  tins  heap  .>f  \  .:iie  ami  ii>el,^<  infonnation 
seemed  to  1.  ,,f  ,1,,,  .ji^rht^.^t  „,„.,v.m.  K,,,-  H.me  months 
past  M.  .Ja<M|(i..s  Jlriehetean  lia-l  pivny  fre,|iientlv  heen  the 
recipient    of    heavy    letter-,    whu  h.    to   jnd-e    hy    the    eost   of 

posta<re,  were  no  doul.t  from  soi liMant  eonn'trv;  hnt,  with 

the  best  will  in  the  uorld.  the  worlhv  p,.rt,r  !iad  ne\  .t  beoa 
able  to  decipher  the  po>liuark.  and  at  anv  rate  the  name, 
which  he  had  hilt  -nosed  at.  had  .niite  esea|.ed  his  memory; 
so  for  the  moment  this  ohservation,  which  ini'^ht  have  Keen  of 
some  use,  was  ali>..luti'ly  vahielos. 

On  my  return  home  1  jiersiiaded  niv.-,  'f  ilnn  a  pathetic 
epistle  addre>s(d  to  iu\  recalcitrant  friend  would  induce  him 
to  .idmit  me.  .>ea>.)iiii'  :  my  ur-ent  suppli,  atioii  with  a  spice 
of  intimidation,  1  pive  him  to  iiiidcrstand  that  I  was  imniov- 
ahly  bent  on  p.netratm/.  at  any  com.  the  mvMerv  of  niv  birth, 
of  whi'h  he  ^.emed  t..  he  fully  iiifornied.'  .\,,\v  that  I  had 
some  clue  to  the  s.  ret.  it  would  he  his  part  to  consider 
whether  my  desjyerate  elforts.  hli-dly  m.-hiiiij  a^rainst  the 
dark  unknown,  iiiij,dit  not  entail  niue'ji  irrealer  trouhle  than 
tile  frank  ixplanation  1  he<.'<re(i  him  to  favor  me  with. 

-My  ultim.itum  t'us  formuhited,  to  the  end  that  it  should 
reach  the  hands  of  M.  Jacpic...  lirichet.'au  as  soon  as  pos- 
sible, on  the  foUowm^r  mornin-.  hefcwe  nine,  1  arrived  at  tiie 
door.  But,  in  a  frenzy  of  .errcey— unless  he  has  some  really 
inexplicable  reason  for  asoidiii^  nu— at  da_\  break  that  morn- 
in-j,  after  paying  the  rent  for  the  curivii't  term  and  for  a 
term'<  notiee,  the  orfranist  had  pa(  ked  (.If  his  furniture:  and  it 
IS  to  he  supposed  that  the  uien  eiiiploved  in  this  sudden  Hitting 
were  haiidscmu  ly  hrih(>d  for  their  Mlence,  since  the  concierge 
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fouM  not  <lisoovt'r  the  name  of  the  street  whither  his  hxlpT 
w,i-  inuviii;,'.  The  men  (lid  nnt  ImIddjj  to  tlie  iMi;,'hl)orlinu.l, 
..,  ih'ii'  Wiis  not  a  cliunce  of  unearttiiii;,'  tfiem  and  pavin;,' 
Thi'  man,  wliose  eiiriositv  was  at  least  as 


spei 


!l, 


i;iin_':  In    kept  an  eye  >>n  lli"  over-zcahjus  porter,  and 
111  oil  sentry  duty  in  i'mnt  of  llie  hiiu?e  tiil  his  eargo 


la^  r  as  niy  own,  had,  to  be  sure,  thf)iij^lit  of  a  giniple  jilan 
!  .1  ;:i.ilifyin^'  it.  This,  not  indeed  a  very  ereditable  one, 
u,,.-  I.,  follow  the  van  in  which  tlie  nnisician's  Iiouh  liold  goods 
1.     But   the  eonfouiidrd  fellow  was  prepared  for 

rc-i: 

wa-  I  ■<  far  on  its  way  for  any  ri>k  of  pursuit. 

S;  ;i,  and  in  spite  of  ihe  oi».-tinaey  and  cleverness  of  this 
un.it',,iiMahie  anta;,'oiiist,  1  would  not  be  beaten.  1  felt  there 
wa-  >!ill  a  conneitin^'  tlircad  between  us  in  the  organ  of 
Saii.i-I.ouis';  so  on  tl.r  following:  Sunday,  before  the  end  of 
Hi>.'li  Mass,  I  took  up  a  post  at  the  door  of  the  organ  lofl, 
full,  d-tcrniincd  not  to  let  the  sphinx  go  till  I  had  made  it 
-Here  wa,-  a  fresh  disappointment:  M.  Jaeiiues 
•  an  was  rc|iic.-cntcd  by  one  of  his  pu[)ils,  and  for 
Sundays  in  succession  it  was  the  same.  On  the  fourth 
c.red  to  speak  to  the  substitute  and  ask  him  if  the 
;■'(  were  ill. 
'.   monsieur.     .M.    liricheteau   is  taking  a  holiday;  he 


S[ii  .Ij. 

Hr;. : 

tiip.- 
1   \<: 


wil!  I.'  ab.>cnt  for  .-oine  time,  and  is  away  on  busines.s." 
'WiiiTi   then  c.in  I  write  to  him?" 

■'1   ilo  not  exactly  know.     Still,  I   suppose  that  you  can 
wr.!'  to  his  lodgings,  dose  at  hand,  (^uai  de  Hethuae." 
'  r>;it  he  has  moved.      l)id  you  not  know?" 
"No.     Indeed!  and  where  is  he  now  living?" 
I   was  out  of  luck — asking  for  information   from  a  man 
wli  '.  when  I  questioned  him,  fpicslioned  me.     And  as  if  to 
<li;\.    me  fairly   beside   myself,   while   investigating  matters 
ii!.'ler  -ufli  hopeful  conditions,  I  saw  in  the  distance  that  con- 
fi:!;'li  d  deaf  and  dund)  dwarf,  who  positively  laughed  as  he 
!i"     '!  at  me. 

Ha[ipily  for  my  impatience  ani!  curiosity,  which  wer"  en- 
baiiied  by  every  defeat,  and  rising  by  degrees  to  an  almost 
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intuleniblo  pitch,  davli-lit  i.rcv^cntlv  dauiKHl.  A  fo  ••  duvs 
atl.T  thi.s  last  false  ..n.t,  a  letter  readied  me;  a  I  "a 
better  seholar  than  the  eun.ier-e  of  the  guai  de  Botliuao,'at 
once  saw  that  the  iH,>tinark  was  Stoekholm.  Sweden,  which 
did  not  e.xcessivelv  astonish  me.  When  m  Rome,  I  had  tiic 
lienor  ol  hem-  kindly  received  hv  Thorwahlsen,  the  .^reat 
i^culptor.  and  1  had  met  many  of  his  fellow-countrvmt^i  in 
his  sludio—some  commission  perhaps,  for  which  "he  had 
recommended  ni.^— so  imagine  my  suri)rise  and  emotion  when, 
on  opening  it,  the  first  words  1  read  were: 

"Moiisiriir  Dion  jih." 

The  letter  was  long,  and  I  had  not  patience  enough  to 
read  it  through  before  looking  to  see  who.e  name  I  bore  So 
I  turned  at  once  to  the  signature.  This  beginning.  Monsieur 
man  fih,  which  we  often  liiid  in  history  as  used  bv  kin^^. 
when  addrc?.-=ing  their  .scions,  must  .surelv "promise  aristocratic 
parentage !— My  diriappointment  was  great:  there  was  no 
signature. 


"Monsieur  mon  fils,"  my  anonymous  father  wrote,  "I  can- 
not regret  that  your  invet<'raie  determination  to  s'olve  the 
secret  of  your  birth  sliould  hav.-  .•onipelled  the  man  who 
watched  over  your  youth  to  come  here  and  confer  with  me 
as  to  the  steps  to  which  we  should  he  compelled  bv  this 
dangerous  and  turbulent  curiosity.  1  have  for  a  long  time 
cherished  an  idea  wiiieh  has  now  c(mie  to  maturity,  and  it 
has  been  far  more  satisfactorily  discussed  in  speech  than  it 
could  have  l)een   by  corresi)o!ulence. 

"Being  obligc>d  to  leave  France  almost  immediately  after 
your  birth,  which  cost  your  mother  her  life,  1  made  a  large 
fortune  in  a  foreign  land,  and  1  now  till  a  Jiigh  position  in 
the  (iovernment  of  this  country.  I  foresee  a  time  when  J 
may  be  free  to  give  you  my  name,  and  at  the  same  time 
to  secure  for  you  the  reversion  of  the  jiost  \  hold.  But,  to 
rise  so  higli  as  this,  the  celebrity  which,  with  my  permission, 
you  proii;ise  to  achieve  in  Art  would  not  be  a  sufficient 
recommendation.     I  therefore  wish  you  to  enter  on  a  political 
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,irrir;  and  in  that  caroor,  under  the  existing  conditions  in 
Kriii.c,  there  are  not  two  ways  of  distiii<,'uishing  yourself 
-;,-;;  must  be  elected  a  member  of  tlie  Cliamlier.  You  are 
•..;  \(t.  I  know,  of  the  re(juire(l  age,  and  you  have  not  the 
;.  r--aiy  qualifications.  But  you  will  be  "thirty  next  year, 
it;.!  that  is  just  long  enough  to  enaldt"  you  to  become  a  landed 
: :  'piietor  and  prove  your  possession  for  more  tlian  a  twelve- 
:i;-!ii!i.  On  the  day  after  receiving  this  you  may  call  on  the 
Brutiurs  Mongenod,  bankers,  Rue  do  la  Victoire;  they  will 
;.iy  ynu  a  sum  of  two  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  francs. 
Till,  you  must  at  once  invest  in  the  purciiase  of  a  house,  and 
■itvdtf  any  surplus  to  the  support  of  some  newspaper  which, 
.:;  duf  course,  will  advocate  your  election— after  another  out- 
lay IS  met  which  I  shall  presently  explain. 

"Vour  aptitude  for  politics  is  vouched  for  by  the  friend 
■a::.,  I;,is  watched  over  you  in  your  deserted  existence,  with  a 
''  al  and  disinterestedness  that  I  can  never  repay.  He  has  for 
-111.'  time  followed  you  and  listened  to  you,  and  he  is  con- 
v.n.p.l  that  you  would  make  a  creditable  appearance  in  the 
t  .' aiiiLer.  Your  opinions— Liberal,  and  at  once  moderate 
i::'l  eiithusiastic — meet  my  views,and  you  have, unconsciously, 
!.:ti;<rto  played  into  my  hand  very  successfullv. 

"I  cannot  at  present  reveal  to  you  the  plaeeof  your  proba- 
:  ••  cliction.  It  is  being  prepared  with  a  deej)  secrecy  and 
-.-.:'.!  which  will  be  successful  in  proportion  as  they  are 
■napj.id  in  silence  and  darkness.  However,  your  success  may 
• .  1''  rhaps,  partly  insured  by  your  carrying  out  a  work  which 
i  .  "in-nend  to  your  notice,  advising  you  to  accept  its  apparent 

■  :  .L'lilarity  without  demur  or  comment.      For  the  jn-esent  you 

■  i~;  ^1lll  be  a  sculptor,  and  you  are  to  employ  the  talent  of 

'laii  you  have  given  evidence  in  tlie  execution  of  a  statue 

'  >^:i;nt   I'rsula.— The  subject   dois  not   lack  poetry  or  in- 

■■-•;  >aint  Ursula,  virgin  and  martyr,  was.  it  is  generally 

■  •  V.  ,1.  the  daughter  of  a  prince  of  (>eat  Britain.     She  was 

■  -tied   in   the   fiftii   century   at    Cologne,   where   she   had 

■  :'^'!''!   a  convent  of  maidens  known   to   popular  supersti- 
':  !i  a-:  the  Eleven  Thousand  Virgins.     She  was  subsequently 
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taken  ns  the  patron  .-aim  of  iho  I'rsiilino  Sisters  who  adopttd 
her  name;  also  of  tlie  famous  House  of  the  Sorbonne. 

"An  artist  so  c  lever  as  you  are,  may,  it  seems  to  me,  make 
something  f)f  all  these  facts. 

"Withinit  knowing  the  name  of  the  place  yon  are  to  repre- 
sent, it  is  desirable  that  you  should  at  onee  make  due  profo.^- 
sion  of  your  p(jlitieal  tendencies  and  proclaim  your  intention 
of  standing  for  election.  At  the  .sime  time,  I  cannot  too  earn- 
estly impress  on  you  the  need  for  secrecy  as  to  this  communi- 
cation, and  for  patience  in  your  present  position.  Leave  my 
agent  in  peace.  I  beg  of  you,  and  setting  aside  a  curiosity 
which,  J  warn  you,  will  involve  you  in  tlie  greatest  disasters, 
await  the  slow  and  «juiet  development  o*"  the  splendid  future 
that  lies  before  you.  By  not  choosing  to  conform  to  my  ar- 
rangements, you  will  deprive  your.^elf  of  every  chance  of 
being  initiated  into  the  mystery  you  are  so  eager  to  solve. 
However,  1  will  not  even  supjiose  that  you  can  rebel;  1  would 
rather  believe  in  your  perfect  deference  to  the  wishes  of  a 
father  who  feels  that  the  happiest  day  of  his  life  will  be  that 
when  he  is  at  last  able  to  make  himself  known  to  you. 

"-^'■-S.— As  your  statue  is  intended  for  the  chapel  of  an 
Ursuline  convent,  it  must  be  in  white  marble.  The  height 
of  the  figure  is  to  be  l.TUG  metre,  or  in  other  words,  five  feet 
three  inches.  As  it  will  not  stand  in  a  niche,  it  must  be 
equally  well  finished  on  all  sides.  The  cost  to  be  defrayed  out 
of  the  two  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  francs  advised  by  the 
present  letter." 


'     ; 


The  present  letter  left  me  cold  and  unsatisfied ;  it  bereft 
me  of  a  hope  I  had  long  cherished — that  of  some  day  knowing 
a  mother  as  kind  as  yours,  of  whose  adorable  sweetness  you 
often  told  me,  my  dear  friend.  This  was,  after  all.  no  better 
than  twilight  in  the  thick  fog  of  niv  life;  it  did  not  even  toll 
me  whether  I  had  been  born  in  wedlock  or  no.  And  it  al- 
struck  me  that,  as  addressed  to  a  man  of  niv  age,  there  wa? 
a  very  impernnis  and  despotic  tone  in  the  paternal  instruc- 
tions.    Was  it  not  a  strange  act  to  turn  my  life  upside  dovni 
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— ju-t  ;is,  at  slIiooI,  wr  were  made'  to  wear  our  coats  inside 

nut  ,1-  a   punishiiioiit:-'     My   iii>t   insliint   was  to  address  to 

:i  all  iIh'  argiiuR'iits  tliat  you  or  any  oiIht  frioiid  might 

p'und  to  ilfuy  my  jioliiical   vocation. 

il   .i.vrr.  (iirio>ity  look  me  t,,  th,.  bankers;  and  on  finding 

•  \|     -r.-.  .MoiiHcnodV,  in  iiard  and  ready  caslu  the  two  hun- 

.:-:   .wid    (il'ty    tiioiisand    fraiies    promised    me,    I    e(jnfess   I 

.i-.:..d   dim'renlly.      It   struck   me  that   tlie  determination 

■i:  ■!  i'e.uan  hy  advancing  so  large  a  ^um  must  in  fact  be 

-r,;,-;  Mnee  tliat  jioucr  knew  all,  and   I   knew  m.thing,  it 

•ivd   to  me  unreasonalde  and  inopportune  to  attempt  to 

-•:  ;j-!c.     After  all,  had   I   any  special   dislike  to  the  path 

:      ^d  Mut  to  me?     No.     Political  matters  have  always  in- 

■■:-'d  me  up  to  a  certain  ])oint  ;  and  if  my  attempt'to  be 

■  --'d  came  to  nothing,  1  could  come  hack"  to  my  art,  not 
:  r-  ridiculous  than  a  hundred  other  still-ljorn  "ambitions 
:  ..■  -'•■  the  light  under  every  new  administration. 

1  tiMiight  the  house,  I  took  shares  in  the  Xational,  and  I 

:  ;i';l  .imple  encouragement  in  my  political  schemes,  as  well 

-  '      '  rrtainty  of  a  keen  eontcst  whenever  I  sliould  reveal  the 

■  ■■■■■■  "(  the  place  I  meant  to  stand  for— hitherto  I  have  had 

■  d.  i;'  ulty  in  keejjing  that  secret. 

!  d-o  executed  the  "Saint  rrsuJa,"  and  I  am  now  waiting 
l«r  liirtlicr  instructions,  which  certaudv  seem  to  me  to  be  a 
in!i-  tiMie  Coining,  now  that  1  have  loudfv  i^roclaimed  mv  am- 
i"t!-n>  and  that  the  stir  of  a  general  election  is  in  the  "air— 
a  ti-h!  to  which  I  am  by  no  means  cpial.  To  obey  the  in- 
struct...n>  of  paternal  caution  I  need  not,  1  know,"  ask  vou 
to  1^.'  id.Mdutely  secret  about  all  I  confide  to  you.  Reserve  is 
>i  v;!;i:,.  which  I  know  you  to  have  brought  to^such  perfection 
'J'"it  1  need  not  preach  it  to  you.  Hnl  'l  am  wrong,  mv  dear 
!ni!iil.  to  allow  mys(df  any  >uch  malicious  allusions  "to  the 
•■•iM.  I'nrat  lids  moment  I  am  under  greater  obligations  to  you 
tiiai:  ;,,,!!  f;,ncy.  Partly  out  of  interot  in  me,  no  doubt,  and 
|'>  ii  u-rrat  extent  out  of  a  verv  general  aversion  for  vour 
'"'•'!:■•!  iidaw's  arrogance,  when  1  was  wounded,  the  demo- 
Ta'i'    i'.irty  came  in  a  oody  to  iiKjuire  for  me,  and  the  taik 
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about  this  .lud,  w!n,  1,  h,-.s  ,val!v  lu-liH.d  to  make  me  famous 
has  no  doubt  ;:n;,tly  nui>vuu.\  n,y  .-iiances  of  election.     So  a 
nice  t„  y<:ur  inTjutiial  thaiik.-d..  you  not  see  that  I  have 
to  thank  y(ju  'f 

l)i>r/(in;/r  tu  Mnrir-Gaston. 

PaRW,  AprU  Vm. 

Mv  UKAK  Fk,kn„.-I  an,  still  playing  my  part  as  best  I 
naN  o  a  <-an. hda,..  unl,„u,  a  ..onsftuemy.  My  friends  are 
piwled,  aPd  n.uM  ..„MtV.s  ,hat  1  an.  uomed,  for  there  are 
but  a  feu-  ^vvvk,  now  til]  the  general  election  ;  and  if  all  the^e 
mysterious  pivparat.ons  vud  ,n  smoke,  a  pretty  figure  1  shall 

por  ed  to  n.e  nut  long  ago.     StUl,  one  thought  supports  me: 

and     fu-  ;;'      •■     M-'  ''"'^.'"•^■'-^l^-  ^'>-'<l  ^ow  two  hundred 

and  hfr\     housunl  Innus  ,n  my  furrow  without  the  definite 

purpo..  of  gatlicruig  .onie  sort  of  crop.     Possibly,  indeed,  ,f 

could  see  the  ,  nng  more  clearly,  this  absence  of  hurry  on  the 

and  underground  manner  may,  „,  fa.r.  be  the  result  of  perfect 
confidence  ,n  my  Mucrss.  IU~  this  a>  ,t  mav,  I  am  being  kept 
in  conse,,uence.  in  a  state  „f  ,dl..  expctancy  that  is  a  burden 

Kue  as  ut  no  looth.ld.  and  one  from  which  I  am  not  vet 
qu  te  free;  1  have  no,  the  >pirit  to  start  on  any  ne^v  wo'rk. 
and  feel  uncommonly  like  a  traveler  who  has  come  much  too 

o  wh  r  '■""/""'  ''""^  "'''  "^""^  "''^^t  '^  ^'  ^itJ^'  himself 
or  where  to  pa>>  the  spare  time. 

Von  will  no,.  I  b..li,ve.  In-  sorry  that  I  should  turn  this 
r  t'hmk  f  ?  TT  '"  '■'""'■  '^^  ""^  ^-n-e.pondence ;  and,  now 
wd  u  V  V  i"  '""''. '"  *""  ^''''"^''  '"  y^^'  '«^^t  letter  to 
hon      For  r  ""  ""''""'  '"  '•■■'>■  "">•  P'^rti^^"'"  ^tten- 

ten  ion     f   """I  f  •""  ""''"'"'  ""  "'-''^  "^3'  political  pre- 

Unsmns  fotnid  no  favor  with   .M.  Hixiou  :  and  for  another, 

ClTrrf  ^''i'  VlT'V'"^  •''^^'■'^  ^'''''"^  -  '-e  with 
Mm  .  del  Kstorade   .f  I  had  no,  done  so  already.     First  as  to 

Great  Tl'''*ru'''''r';;'^  ''■  ^^'•^•■""-^vo  used  to  say  the 
»jreat   i reason  of  M.  de  Mi ra beau. 


THE  MEMBER  FOR  ARCIS 


173 


In  iiuc  word  I  will  paint  llu'  man  —  M.  Bixiou  is  env 


lOUS 


Th>  It  was  in  him  uiuniesti<)nal»ly  tiic  iiuikinu  nf  a  great  artist ; 
:  ;;i  :ii  ihi' I'conomv  of  his  iii(li\  ulualilv  liii'  stoma<-h  has  killed 
■:i,  ii.  art  and  head,  and  l>y  siieer  siibjecticm  to  sensuous  appe- 
•iti  i.f  IS  now  for  ever  doomed  to  remain  no  more  than  a  eari- 
.i!i;:.-i,  a  man,  that  is  to  say,  who  lives  from  hand  to  mouth, 
;.-rMi;iit>  his  talent  in  frittered  work,  real  penal  servitude 
',u;i< .'!  enables  the  man  to  live  jovially,  but  itrings  him  no 

.:i-.i|i'ration,  and  promises  him  no  future;  a  man  whose 
;airii!  i>  a  mere  feeble  abortion  ;  his  mind  as  much  as  his  face 
r  >taiu])cd  with  the  perj)etual,  hopeless  grimace  which  human 
iii-i;i;it  has  always  ascribed  to  the  fallen  angels.  And  just 
,1-  til  Prince  of  Darkness  attacks  by  preference  the  greatest 
-■iiiitN  as  reminding  him  most  sternly  of  the  angelic  heights 
fn  ;!i  which  he  fell,  so  M.  Bixiou  sheds  his  venom  on  every 
t.ti' ;  t  and  every  character  in  whose  ^trength.  and  spirit,  and 
jiurjHi.-e  he  feels  the  bravo  resolve  not  to  waste  itself  as  his 
las  JH'eii  wasted.  But  there  is  one  thing  which  may  reassure 
vnii  as  to  the  outcome  of  his  slander  and  his  abuse — for  from 
M.  lie  I'Estorade's  report  to  you  I  perceive  that  he  indulges 
ni  Inith:  namely,  at  the  very  time  when  he  fancies  he  is  most 
>iif(cssfully  occupied  in  a  sort  of  Imrlesqne  autopsy  of  my  per- 
?'in.  lir  is  but  a  plastic  puppet  in  my  hands,  a  jumping-jack  of 
whirli  1  hold  the  string,  and  into  whose  mouth  I  can  put  what 
wiiivi-  [  please. 

Filling  sure  that  a  little  advertisement  should  prepare  the 
way  for  my  appearance  as  a  statesman,  I  looked  about  me 
for  Miine  public  criers,  deep-mouthed,  as  Mme.  Pernelle  would 
say.  and  well  able  to  give  tongue.  If  among  blatant  trum- 
peiir-  1  could  have  found  one  more  slirill,  more  deafeningly 
piT.-:<!ent  than  the  great  Bixiou,  I  would  have  i)referred  him. 
I  tdiik  advantage  of  the  malignant  in<iuisitiveness  that  takes 
that  amiable  pest  into  every  studio  in  turn,  to  fill  him.self  up 
with  information.  1  told  him  everything,  of  my  good  luck, 
of  the  two  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  fraTics.  ascribing  them 
tn  ;>  lucky  turn  on  "Change,  of  all  my  parliamentary  schemes, 
to  tile  very  number  of  the  house  1  had  purchased.    And  1  am 
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much  ini^takfri  if  ih^t  nninlur  i-  not  written  down  soniowlicre 
in  his  noti'book. 

This;,  I  finuv.  i.-  eunuch  to  rcilmi'  the  adiuiriition  of  hi- 
audience  nt  the  .Moiiteoriiel>'.  mid  prove  that  thi.-  forninhiiii. 
inaj,'im'  i>  not  iimle  so  niiraeidoii.-iv  informed  on  all  point.-. 

A.-i  to  inv  political  horo.-cope,  which  he  ((nide.-ceiided  to  ca-i, 
I  cannot  .si\  tliat  hi.-  a-lroln;;y.  -irn-tlv  sjieaking,  ii?  far  frim 
the  truth.  It  is  ipiite  cei1ai;i  that  1a  announcing'  iiiv  inici:- 
tion  (d'  never  atleinplin.ir  to  Iceep  step  with  other  men - 
opinions  1  shall  attain  to  the  position  so  elearlv  sot  forth 
tiy  a  pleader  woriliv  to  he  the  siicee-.-or  of  M.  de  la  Palis.-c: 
"What  do  voii  do,  ireiitlemen.  to  a  niait  whom  you  place  m 
solitary  eontiiiement  ?  ^'oii  i-ol,ite  him."  I.solation,  in  fact, 
must  at  lirst  he  my  lot  ;  and  the  life  of  an  artist,  a  solitary  life. 
in  which  a  man  spins  everything'  out  <d'  himsidf,  lias  predis- 
posed me  to  accept  th(>  situation.  And  if  I  (ind  myself  in 
(■onse(]uenc( — especiall}'  as  a  he^mner-— exenijit  from  all  lohbv 
and  hack.-tairs  iiitlueiices,  this  may  do  me  ;,'oi)d  service  as  a 
speaker:  for  I  shall  he  ahle  to  express  myself  with  unhiascd 
strength  an<l  freedom.  N\'v<r  hein^ir  hound  i)v  anv  pledge,  hy 
any  trumpery  party  interest,  there  will  he  nothing  to  hinder 
me  from  being  niy.self.  or  frcuii  e\pres,-ing  in  their  sacred 
crudity  any  ideas   I   think  wholesome  and  true. 

I  know  full  well  that  in  the  face  of  an  assembled  multitude 
the.se  poor  truths  for  truth's  sake  do  not  always  get  their 
chance  of  becoming  infectious,  op  ,.vi.ii  of  |)(>ing  respectfullv 
wolcimied.  Hut  have  you  not  observed  that  by  knowing  how 
to  snatch  an  opportunity  we  sometimes  hit  on  a  day  which 
seems  to  he  a  sort  of  f<'stival  of  sens(>  and  intelligence,  when 
the  right  thing  triumphs  almo>t  without  an  effort?  On  those 
days,  in  spite  of  the  utmost  prejudice  in  the  hearers,  the 
speaker's  honesty  makes  them  generous  and  sympathetic,  at 
any  rate  for  the  moment,  with  all  that  is  upn'ght,  true,  ami 
magnanimous.  At  the  same  time,  1  do  not  deceive  myself; 
though  this  system  of  mine  may  Min  me  some  consideration 
and  notoriety  as  an  orator,  it  is  of  very  little  avail  in  the  pur- 
suit of  otiice,  nor  will  it  gain  me  the  reputation  as  a  practical 
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,  i.iri  for  which  it  is  now  the  fiishion  to  sacTifico  so  much.  But 
:  i:,,  intluencr  ut  arnrs  h'li^th  shouM  bo  iticoiisiiU'riibk',  I 
-  .,  in.  hcani  at  a  tiistauce,  bocau.-c  I  shall,  for  the  inor.t  part, 
-:,,  i:  Milt  of  iho  window — out>i(it'  thi'  narrow  ami  sulfocatiii}? 
,.iiii  ..jthcre  of  parliamentary  life,  and  over  the  head  of  its 
;„ ;'. V  |la^^ions  and  mean  interests. 

Thi-  kind  of  sueeess  will  be  all  I  need  for  tli"  purpo  s  my 
.■;,.\olent  i)arent  seems  to  have  in  view.  What  1  ^,,,ears 
In  itiin  at  is  that  I  should  make  a  noise  and  be  hean'  .ar ;  and 
ir  in  that  side,  politieal  life  has,  I  declare,  its  artistic  aspect 
«li!-li  will  not  too  monstri)u>ly  jar  with  my  past  life. 

.\nu.  to  come  to  another  matter — that  of  my  actual  or 
!.— ililr  passion  for  Mme.  de  TEstorade.  This  is  your  very 
:  i  i.  lal  epitome  ef  the  ease:— In  l.^:5T,  when  you  set  out  for 
Im;,.  Mme.  de  TEstorade  was  still  in  the  l)l()om  of  her  beauty. 
Lr.-liiiLT  11  life  so  calm,  so  sheltered  from  pas>ion  as  hers  has 
^\•^.,^~  been,  it  is  probable  that  the  lapse  of  two  years  has  left 
j,n  li^i  p  marks  on  her;  and  the  proof  that  time  has  stood  still 
f ,;  iliat  privilefxed  beauty  you  find  in  my  strange  and  auda- 
,:..,-  iHi-sisteney  in  deriving  inspiration  from  it.  Hence,  if 
ti;.  mischief  is  not  already  done,  at  any  rate  you  will  give  me 
wiiipiiiir:  there  i>  but  one  step  from  the  artist's  admiration 
tM  i,,  man's,  and  the  story  of  Pygmalion  is  commended  to  my 
jr  li^  nt  iiieditation. 

the  first  place,  most  sapient  and  learned  mythologist, 
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V  make  this  observation:  The  person  principally  intcr- 
.-•■  i  in  the  matter,  who  is  on  the  spot  and  in  a  far  bolter 
i'.-;non  than  you  to  estimate  the  perils  of  the  situation,  has 
i!)\ietv  on  "the  subject.  M.  de  I'Estoradc's  only  complaint 
mv  visits  are  not  more  frequent,  and  my  reticence  is, 
II  hi-  eves,  pure  bad  manners.— "To  be  sure!"  you  exclaim, 
•:.  !.n>band— any  husband— is  the  last  to  suspect  that  his  wife 
-  ii.  uii:  made  love  to!"— So  bo  it.  But  what  about  Mme.  de 
'i'MMrade.  with  her  high  reputation  for  virtue,  and  the  cold, 
i''!  "-f  calculating  reasonableness  which  she  so  often  brought 
:  ..  ,ir  on  the  ardent  and  imitassioned  petulance  of  another 
!u  i    known  to  you?     And  will  you  not  also  allow  that  the 
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^'n..  day  when  we  hud  taken  u  .nto  our  heads  that  ue  would 
tr...  1  a.  lar  as  bicily,  un  exeurs.on  allowed  by  th..  nd...  of  ,he 
A  ..i..ny  we  found  our.dves  ahsolutely  penniless,  and  we 
--  wanderuiK  about  the  streets  of  Koni.  eon.MdVrH.^  by 
"!-  "Tans  we  eou Id  repair  the  dan.age  to  our  fiua,,...,  when 
-  "-'PP-ned  to  pass  by  the  i'.raseh,  palace.     The  doors  stood 

^    •■B>Mhe  Mass  I-  cried  Desroziers.  "this  is  tlie  very  thing 

Ami  without  any  explanation  as  to  whither  he  was  leading 
.i.';.  «e  followed  m  the  stream  and  made  our  way  into  the 

Aft.r  going  up  a  magnificent  marble  staircase,  and  thron<^h 

1  "";r  suite  of  rooms,  poorly  enough  furnished-as  is  u^ual 

..:  Kon.an  palaces,  where  all  the  luxury  consists  in  line  cd'- 

i.'.|-'>.  P.ctures,  statues,  and  other  works  of  art-wu  foun.l  our- 

^.    .>  ,n  a  room  hung  with  black  and  lighted  with  n.anv 

F   J  /^■''^'.«-«  you  will  have  understood,  a  bodv  Ivincr  in 

-..;''■.    In  the  middle,  on  a  raised  bod  covered  with'a  canopv, 

'>  >li.-  most  hideous  and  grotes,,uc  thing  vou  can  conceive  of 

■J  ;  n;  /  ^^;,"f """  '''"'  "  "•"""">■  ^y  t'onn^arison  would 
-.n,  fat  and  well-looking.  Dressed  in  blac'.  satin  breeche« 
a  v:.  .t  velvet  coat  of  fashionable  cut,  a  white  waistco  em: 
"1.  ed  w.th  gold  and  a  full  shirt  frill  of  English  point  lace. 
.  i-  >kcieton  s  cheeks  were  tluckly  coated  with  rouge,  which 
;;-.MK.d    he  parchment  yellow  of  the  rest  of  the  ^h, ;  and 

■tlur,  tilted  knowingly  over  one  ear,  and  making  the  most 
vorcnt  spectator  laugh  in  spite  of  himself.    Aft.5  ghin"  ng 

•i'>'t'  l^Lne-*"  according  to  the  aristocratic  eti- 

■•'Hiere  you  see  the  end,"  said  Desroziers.    "Xow,  come  and 
-  ""rv  at  the  beginning. ' 
^'^  ^^aying,  and  paying  no  heed  to  my  questions,  because  he 
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waiil.ii  ta  Kivc  rm-  a  .Ir.niiaiic  MiiMri>f,  lif  l.-.l  i,u'  off  to  the 
All.aiu  gall.n,  an.l  pla.  in^'  imc  hi  liunl  of  u  statue  of  Adoiiii 
reel II) nil,'  ..n  a  lion".-  -km; 

"U'lial  do  v,,ii  tliiiil,  ,,f  that;"  saiil  lie. 

"That  :••  en,.,!  1  at  a  lii>t  ^riance ;  "it  i.s  as  fine  as  an  an- 
iKiue. 

"It  is  as  tmich  an  aiili.iur  as  I  jiiii,"  replied  I)esrozier< 
and  he  pointed  t..  a  M-iialure  on  ih,-  plmth:  -Sarra.sinp 
ITo.s." 

".\nti.pi<>  or  ni.idrrn.  it  is  a  niaster[.ieee,"  I  said  when  I 
had  studied  ihi.,  deli-hi  lul  uork  frmn  all  Mcie,.  -Hut"  how  arc 
this  fiiR.  ..tattle  and  the  ierrihl.-  earieatiire  you  took  me  to  see 
just  now  to  help  u,  on  ,,iir  wav  to  Sieilv!''" 

"In  your  phuv.  I  .-hnuld  haw  l.,.;r„„  hv  a>king  who  and 
what  was  Sarrasiiu'."' 

"That  vvas  iiiine.cssiry."  rei)lu-d  I.  "F  had  alreadv  heard 
of  this  statue.  I  had  f.,r<;otteii  it  a^'ain.  beeause  when' I  came 
to  see  It  the  Alhani  pillory  was  oIom.]  for  repairs— as  thev 
say  cd  Ih,.  thoatres.  Sarra>in,..  I  ua>  informed,  was  a  pupil 
of  HoueharduiiV,  and,  like  us,  a  p.-nsion-T  on  the  King  of 
Koine,  where  h,.  diod  within  six  iiiuiiths  of  Ids  arrival." 

"Hut  who  or  what  eaused  Ids  deatlir" 

"Some  illiios  prohaldy."  replied  I,  never  dreaming  that  my 
reply  was  proplu  tie  <,f  the  end  .,f  iho  man  J  was  ad<lressin.' 

"Xot  a  bit  of  it,"  said  Desroziers.  -'Artists  don't  die  in  sudi 
an  idiotie  wav." 

And  he  gave  me  the  f.dlowing  details. 

Sarrasine,  a  youth  of  g.'iiius,  but  ..f  ungovernable  passions, 
almost  as  so,.i,  as  lie  arrived  m  K'nin,..  f^.H  „iadlv  in  love 
with  the  i)riiieij)al  soprano  at  the  An;r>ili„u,  whi.se  name 
was  Zanibinella.  At  that  time  the  I'ojie  w.  uld  not  allow 
women  to  ai)pear  on  the  stage  in  IJonio.  The  diilieultv  was 
overeome  by  means  well  known,  and  imported  from  tlieEa^t. 
Sarra-ine,  in  his  fury  at  fin. ling  his  lov.'  thus  eheatod,  havins; 
already  executed  an  imaginary  statue  (d"  this  imaginary  mis^ 
tress,  was  on  the  point  of  killing  himself.  Hut  *ho  singer 
was  under  the  proteetion  of  a  great  personage,  wl;o,  to  be  be- 
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far.hanil   with    liiin.    liml    (nnlci!    ih, 


M'iil|'l"r">    III 1    liv    a 

1',  ,1  jii-i(  k-  iif  till'  .-Iilitlo.  /iimliiiiflla  had  ii>it  approvt-d  of 
;};;-  vinlciicc,  liiit  ricvrrl lifU'-.-  cDiitiiiiif  ']  Ui  >\\\:'.  al  till'  Arijin- 
tih'i  and  (III  every  .sta^'e  in   l]iir<i|ie,  aMiat^S'in^'  a  >{»Iei!di(l  for- 

tlll.r. 

U  ht'ti  too  old  (o  remain  mi  the  ^ta;:e,  the  sin;;er  shrank 
ill!"  a  little  old  man,  M'It  \ain,  \erv  shy,  lnit  as  wilful  and 
I  ijii  li  iiiiis  as  a  woman.  All  the  atfeetiMn  nf  whuli  he  was 
uiialiie  he  hestowed  on  a  wonderfnlly  heaiitil'id  nii'ce,  wImiu 
h.  [ilai-ed  at  the  head  of  his  hoii>ehi>ld.  She  was  the  Madame 
li.  :i;-  i<(  till.-  straii;„'e  N'oltaire,  and  lie  inlmdi'd  that  she 
.-IhMild  inherit  his  vast  wealth.  Thi'  hand.-nnie  lieire.-s,  in  h)Vf> 
unli  a  lYeiichrnan  named  the  Comte  de  Lanty,  who  was  sup- 
!"..,'(1  !(,  he  a  lii;,'hlv  .-killed  ehemi.-t.  thniii^di,  in  fact,  little  was 
kiiMun  of  his  antecedents,  had  irreat  ditlieiilty  in  obtaining 
ht  r  uncle's  eon.M'iit  to  lier  marria^'e  witli  the  man  of  her 
ih'iKc.  And  when,  weary  of  di.-piitinj,'  the  n;i'Hcr,  he  ^'ave  in, 
It  u.is  on  tondition  of  not  parting'  from  his  niece.  The  better 
;  I  -ei  lire  the  fultilnient  of  the  bargain,  he  f,'ave  her  nothing 
■:i  her  marriage,  parting  with  none  of  his  fortune,  which  he 
-;"!it  liberally  on  all  who  were  about  him. 

Pxired  wherever  he  found  himself,  and  driven  by  a  per- 
t"  tiial  longing  for  change,  the  fantastic  old  man  had  at  dif- 
!'•  hilt  times  taken  up  his  alxule  in  the  remotest  part.-;  of  the 
w  .rid,  always  dragging  at  his  heels  the  family  jiarty  whose 
n-|i'(t  and  attachment  he  had  .secured  at  least  for  life. 

hi  l.S"iD,  when  he  was  nearly  a  hundred  years  old,  and  had 
-link  into  a  sort  of  imbecility — though  still  keenly  alive  when 
!!'■  listened  to  niusi-j — a  question  of  some  interest  to  the 
l..iMtys  and  their  two  children  brought  them  to  settle  in  a 
>-|'it'i!ilid  house  in  the  Faubourg  Haint-Honore.  They  there 
It ' vived  all  Paris.  The  world  was  attracted  by  tlie  still  splen- 
'id  Ixaiity  of  Matlame  de  Lanty.  the  innocent  charm  of  her 
tiiiu'bter  Marianina.  the  really  royal  magnificence  of  their  en- 
'I  rtainnients,  ar.d  a  peculiar  flavor  of  mystery  in  the  atmos- 
I'li-re  about  these  remarkable  strangers.  With  regard  to 
!!!■    old   man  particularly,  comments  were  endless;  he  was 
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the  object  of  so  much  care  and  consideration,  but  at  the  samo 
time  so  like  a  petted  captive,  stealing  out  like  a  spectre  intu 
the  midst  of  the  parties,  from  which  such  obvious  efforts 
were  made  to  keep  him  away,  while  he  seemed  to  find  mali- 
cious enjoyment  in  scaring  the  coiupany,  like  an  apparition. 

Til"  gunshots  of  July  1S3()  put  tliis  phantom  to  flight.  On 
leaving  Paris,  to  the  great  annoyance  of  the  Lantys,  he  in- 
sisted on  returning  to  Rome,  his  native  city,  where  hi.s  pres- 
ence had  revived  the  humiliating  memories  of  the  past.  But 
Rome  was  his  last  earthly  stage  ;  he  had  just  died  there,  and  it 
was  he  wliom  we  had  seen  so  absurdly  dressed  out  and  lying 
in  state  in  tiie  Braschi  palace — he  also  on  whom  we  now 
looked,  in  all  bis  youthful  beauty,  i:.  the  Albani  collection. 

These  details,  given  me  by  Desroziers,  were  no  doubt  curi- 
ous, and  a  more  drr.inatic  contrast  was,  in  truth,  inconceiv- 
able;  still,  how  would  it  help  us  visit  Sicily?  That  was  the 
question. 

"You  have  skill  enough  to  make  i  copy  of  this  statue,  I 
suppose?"  said  Desroziers. 

"At  any  rate,  I  like  to  think  so." 

"Well,  I  am  sure  of  it.  Get  leave  from  the  curator,  and 
set  to  work  forthwith.  I  know  of  a  purchaser  for  such  a 
copy." 

"Why,  who  will  buy  it  ?" 

"The  Comte  de  Lanty,  to  be  sure.  I  am  giving  his  daughter 
lessons  in  harmony ;  and  when  I  mention  in  his  house  that  I 
know  of  a  fine  copy  of  this  Adonis,  they  will  never  rest  till  it 
belongs  to  them." 

"But  does  not  this  savor  somewhat  of  extortion?" 

"Xot  in  tlie  least.  Some  time  since  the  Lantys  had  a 
painting  (hme  of  it  by  A'ien,  as  they  could  not  purchase  the 
marble;  the  Albani  gallery  would  not  part  with  it  at  any 
price.  Various  attempts  have  been  made  at  reprodi  cing  it 
in  s(ii!])tun\  but  all  have  failed.  You  have  only  to  succeed, 
and  you  will  be  paid  enough  for  forty  trijis  to  Sicily,  for  you 
will  have  gratified  a  whim  which  has  become  hopeless,  and 
which,  when  the  price  is  paid,  will  still  think  itself  your 
debtor." 
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Two  (lays  later  I  had  begun  the  work ;  and  as  it  was  quite 
to  my  mind,  I  went  on  so  steadily  that,  three  weeks  later,  the 
l,anty  family,  all  in  deep  mourning,  invaded  my  studio,  under 
l)r.-riiziers'  guidance,  to  inspect  a  sketch  in  a  forward  stage  of 
luiiipletion.  M.  de  Lanty  seemed  to  know  what  he  was  about, 
Hiu!  he  declared  himself  satisfied.  Marianina,  who,  as  her 
L'nmd-uncle's  favorite,  had  been  especially  benefited  under  his 
will,  seemed  delighted  with  what  1  had  done. 

Marianina  was  at  that  time  one-and-twenty.  I  need  not 
(It^cribe  her,  since  you  know  Mme.  de  TKstorade,  whom  she 
strikingly  resembles.  This  charming  girl,  already  an  aecom- 
[ilirhcd  musician,  had  a  remarkable  talent  for  every  form 
of  art.  Coming  from  time  to  time  to  my  studio  to  follow  the 
progress  of  my  work — which,  after  all,  was  never  finished,  as 
It  happened — she,  like  Princess  Marguerite  d'Orleans,  took 
a  fancy  for  sculpture,  and  until  the  family  left  Home — some 
months  before  I  had  come  away — Mile,  de  Lanty  came  to  me 
(xr  le?.-;ons.  Nothing  could  be  further  from  my  thoughts 
than  any  idea  of  playing  the  part  of  Abelard  or  Saint-Preu.x, 
!'iit  1  may  say  I  was  most  happy  in  my  teaching.  My  pupil 
•wi-  so  intelligent,  and  so  apt  to  profit  by  the  slightest  hint; 
>hc  iiad  at  once  such  a  bright  temper  and  tuch  ripe  judgment ; 
her  voice,  when  she  sang,  went  so  straight  to  the  heart ;  and  1 
iitard  so  constantly  from  the  servants,  who  adored  her,  of  her 
noble,  generous,  and  charitable  actions,  that,  but  for  my 
knowing  of  her  vast  fortune,  which  kept  me  at  a  distance,  I 
iiii^'ht  have  run  into  the  danger  you  are  warning  me  to  avoid 
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Marianina  on  her  part  found  my  teaching  luminous.  I  was 
t  re  long  received  in  the  house  on  a  somewhat  familiar  footing, 
nrul  I  could  easily  see  that  my  beautiful  jiupil  took  some 
iilt'a>ure  in  my  conversation.  When  the  (piestion  arose  of 
tlic  whole  family  returning  to  live  in  Paris,  she  suddenly 
'ii-i^overed  thai  Rome  was  a  delightful  residence,  and  ex- 
prc-sed  real  regret  at  leaving;  nay.  Heaven  forgive  me  if, 
uhcn  we  parted,  there  was  not  the  glitter  of  a  tear  in  her  eye. 

'In  my  return  to  Paris,  my  first  visit  was  to  the  Hotel 
I-Mntv. 
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Marianina  was  too  well  hml,  and  too  Huct't  by  nature,  ever 
to  make  liLTscIf  disa^'rcrablc  or  to  k'  i^cornful  ;"but  I  at  once 
perc-oivcd  Hint  a  singularly  cold  reserve  had  taken  the  phice 
of  the  gracious  and  friendly  freedom  of  her  manner.  It  struck 
me  as  pn.imble  that  the  liking  she  had  shown  mc— not,  in- 
deed, for  my  person,  but  for  my  mind  and  conversation— had 
been  connnented  on  by  her  family.  She  had  no  doubt  been 
lectured,  and  she  seemed  to  me  to  be  acting  under  strict 
orders,  as  I  could  easily  conclude  from  the  distant  and  repel- 
lent manner  of  M.  and  :\[me.  de  Lanty. 

A  few  months  later,  at  the  Salon  of  18.3r,  I  fancied  I  saw 
a  corroboration  of  my  susj)icions.     T  had  exhibited  a  statue 
which  made  some  sensation  ;  tlu-re  was  alwavs  a  mob  round  my 
Pandora.    Mingling  with  tlie  crowd  I  used  "to  stand  incognito, 
to   enj(.y   my    success    and   gather    my    laurels    fresh.      One 
Friday,  the  fashionable  day,  I  saw  from  afar  the  approach  of 
tlie  I.anty  family.     The  mother  was  on  the  arm  of  a  well- 
known  "buck,"  Comte  Maxime  de  Trailles;   Marianina  was 
with  her  brother;  .M.  de  Lanty,  who  looked  anxious,  as  usual, 
was  alone;  and,  like  the  man   in   the  song  of   Malbrouck,' 
"ne  portait  rien,"  carried  nothing.      By  a  craftv  manreuvre' 
w^hile  the  party  were  pushing  their  way  throughthe  crowd,  I 
slipped  behind  them  so  as  to  hear  what  tliey  thought,  without 
being  seen.    Xil  a.lniirari—lhink  nothing  fine— is  the  natural 
instinct  of  every  man  of  fashion  ;  so.  after  a  summary  inspec- 
tion of  my  work,  M.  de  Trailles  began  to  discover  the  most 
atrocious  faults,  and  his  verdict  was  pronounced  in  a  loud 
and  distinct  voice,  so  that  his  dictum  could  not  l)e  lost  on 
anybody  for  some  little  distance  round.     .Marianina,  thinking 
ditrerently,  listened  to  this  profound  critic  with  a  shrug  o'r 
two  of  her  shoulders;  then  when  he  ceased: 

"How  fortunate  it  is  '."  said  she.  '-that  you  sli(-uld  have  come 
with  us!  But  for  your  enlightened  judgment  I  should  have 
been  ipiite  capal)l<>.  like  the  good-natured  vulgar,  of  thinking 
tlii-^  statue  beautiful.  It  is  really  a  pity  t  the  sculptor 
should  not  b(>  here  to  learn  liis  business  fro      vou." 

"But  that  is  just  where  ho  is,  as  it  happens,  behind  you," 
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gall!  a  stout  woman,  with  a  loud  shout  of  hiughtor — an  old 
,...11. an  who  kept  carriages  for  hiro,  and  to  whom  I  had  just 
i!M(!(l(d  as  the  owner  of  the  house  in  which  I  have  my  studio. 

Instinct  was  prompter  than  reflection;  Marianina  invol- 
;■  Mnlv  turned  round.  On  seeing  me,  a  faint  hlush  colored 
:.,  i  t'aie.     I  hastily  made  my  escape. 

A  ;^'iri  who  could  so  frankly  take  my  part,  and  then  betray 
-..  niuili  confusion  at  being  discovered  in  her  advocacy,  would 
(rilainly  not  he  disjjleased  to  see  me;  and  tliough  at  my  first 
v:-!i  1  had  been  so  coldly  received,  having  now  Ix-en  made 
(  1;.  \alier  of  the  Legion  of  Honor,  in  recognition  of  my  ox- 
luliitcd  work,  I  (U'termined  to  try  again.  Tlie  distinction 
ir.nferred  on  me  might  possibly  gain  me  a  better  reception 
I'll  Hi  the  haughty  Comte  de  Lanty. 

1  was  admitted  by  an  old  servant  for  whom  Marianina  had 
j:riat  regard. 

".\h.  monsieur,"  said  he,  "terrible  things  have  been  happen- 


'•\Vhy — what?"  cried  I  anxiously. 

'•I  will  take  in  your  name,  sir."  was  his  only  reply. 

A  minute  later  I  was  shown  into  M.  de  Lanty's  study. 

The  man  received  me  without  rising,  and  greeted  me  with 
::;r-i'  words: 

•i  admire  your  courage,  monsieur,  in  showing  yourself  in 
ili;~  house  I" 

•■P.ut  I  have  not  been  treated  here,  as  yet,  in  a  way  that 
-lioiild  make  me  need  any  great  courage." 

"Vou  have  come,  no  doubt,"  ^r.  de  Lantv  went  on.  "to  fetch 
tlw  object  you  so  clumsily  allowed  to  tall  into  our  hands.  I 
\y\':\  return  you  that  elegant  affair." 

ill'  rose  and  took  out  of  his  writing-table  drawer  a  dainty 
'.'Hr  pocket-book,  which  he  handed  to  me. 

\-  I  looked  at  ic  in  blank  amazement: 

■■Oil.  the  letters,  to  lie  sure,  are  not  tIktc."  be  said  "I 
-niiposed  that  vou  would  idlow  me  to  k''"n  tbiin." 

"This  pocket-book — letters? — The  whole  thing  is  a  riddle 
tu  nie,  monsieur." 
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At  this  moment  Mme.  do  Lanty  came  in. 

"What  do  you  want  ?"'  asked  lier  huf^hand  roughly. 

"I  heard  that  ^I.  Dorlange  was  here,"  said  she,  "and  I  fan- 
cied that  there  miglit  be  some  unpleasant  passages  between 
you  and  him.     I  tliought  it  m\  duty,  as  a  wife,  to  interpose." 

"Your  presence,  niadame,"  said  1,  "is  not  needed  to  impose 
perfect  moderation  on  .  >;  the  whole  thing  is  the  result  of 
some  misunderstanding." 

"Oh,  this  is  really  too  much  !"  cried  M.  do  Lanty,  going 
again  to  tlie  drawer  from  'iich  he  had  taken  the  pocket- 
book.  And  rudely  pushing  into  my  hands  a  little  packet  of 
letters  tied  up  with  pink  ribbon,  he  went  on:  "Xow,  I  imagine 
the  misunderstanding  will  be  cleared  up." 

I  looked  at  the  letters;  they  had  not  been  through  the  post, 
and  were  all  addressed  "A  Monsieur  Dorlange,"  in  a  woman's 
writing  perfectly  unknown  to  me. 

"Indeed,  monsieur,"  said  I  coldly,  "you  are  better  informed 
than  I  am.  You  have  in  your  pos.^cssion  letters  which  seem 
to  belong  to  me,  but  which  have  never  reached  me." 

"On  my  word  !""  cried  M.  de  Lanty,  "it  must  be  confessed 
that  you  are  an  admiralile  actor.  I  never  saw  innocence  and 
amazement  more  successfully  assumed." 

But,  while  he  was  speaking,  Mme.  de  Lanty  had  cleverly 
contrived  to  place  hers*  if  behind  her  husband;  and  by  a 
perfectly  intelligil)le  pantomime  of  entreaty,  she  besought 
me  to  accept  the  situation  I  was  so  strenuously  denying.  Mv 
honor  was  too  deeply  implicated,  and  I  really  saw  too  little  of 
what  I  might  be  doing,  to  feel  inclined  to  surrender  at  once. 
So,  with  the  hope  of  feeling  my  way  a  little.  I  said: 

"But,  monsieur,  from  whom  are  these  letters?  Who  ad- 
dressed them  to  me?" 

"Fn>m  whom  are  the  letters?"  exclaimed  ^L  de  Lanty,  in  a 
tone  in  which  irony  was  merged  in  indignation. 

"Denial  is  useless,  monsieur,"  ]\radame  de  Lanty  put  in. 
"Marianina  has  confes.sed  everything." 

"Mademoiselle  Marianina  wrote  those  letters — to  me?"  re- 
plied L     "Then  there  is  a  simple  issue  to  the  matter;  con- 
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friit  hvT  witli  inc.     From  lior  lips  I  will  accept  the  most 
iiiipnilialjle  >tiitcmonts  as  true." 

'•The  trick  is  gallant  enough,"  retortofl  M.  de  Laiity.  "But 
Mariaiiiiia  is  no  longer  here;  she  is  in  a  convent,  slieltereil  for 
.viT  from  your  audacity  and  from  the  tein]»tations  of  lier 
rid'.riiious  passion.  If  this  is  what  you  cauie  to  learn,  now 
\»\i  know  it. — That  is  enough,  for  I  will  not  deny  that  my 
jiaiinice  and  moderation  have  limits,  if  your  impudence  knows 
li'.nf." 

-.Monsieur  I"  cried  I,  in  great  excitement. 

\',u\  wiien  J  saw  that  ^Ime.  de  Lanty  was  ready  to  drop  on 
hir  knees  to  entreat  inc.  it  struck  me  that  perhaps  Maria- 
i.in;i"s  future  fate  might  depend  on  my  coiuluct  now.  Resides, 
M.  de  Lanty  was  slight  and  frail,  he  was  near  si.xty  years  of 
!igc,  and  seemed  thoroughly  convinced  of  this  inuiginary 
MUtrage;  so  I  said  no  more  in  reply  to  his  insulting  speech, 
and  left  without  ai.y  furtner  vords. 

I  hoped  that  I  might  find  the  old  servant  who  had  given 
ii;.'  naming  of  this  scene,  on  my  way  as  I  went  out,  and  ol)tain 
-niiH-  explanation  from  him;  hut  I  did  not  see  him,  and  was 
!rft.  with  no  light  whatever,  to  an  indefinite  variety  of  sup- 
i":,-ilions. 

1  was  but  just  up  next  morning  when  I  was  told  that  M. 
I'Ahhc  Fontanon  wished  to  see  me.  I  desired  that  he  should 
!!••  shown  in.  and  presently  found  myself  face  to  face  with  a 
;all  rdd  man.  of  a  bilious  complexion,  and  a  gloomy,  stern 
I  prcssioii,  who,  conscious  ])erha[ts  of  his  forbidding  appear- 
a!i(c.  tried  to  remedy  it  by  the  relinenu'iit  of  excessive  polite- 
in>^  and  an  affectation  of  honeyed  but  frigid  servility. 

As  soon  as  he  was  seated,  he  began: 

••.Monsieur,  Mnie.  la  Comtesse  de  Lanty  does  me  the  honor 
'■(  accepting  me  as  the  keeper  of  her  consi'irnce.  From  lier 
1  havf  heard  of  a  scene  that  took  place  ye^-tcrday  between  y.m 
,i!id  her  husband.  Trudence  would  not  at  the  tiiU"  iillow  of 
!;'  r  ;,'iving  some  explanations  to  which  you  have  an  undmibted 
r^-iht.  and  I  have  undertakt'U  to  communicate  them  to  you; — 
that  is  the  reason  of  my  [)resence  here." 
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"I  am  listening,  sir,"  was  all  I  replied. 
"Sonic  weeks  ago,"  the  priest  went  on,  "M.  dc  Lanty  pur- 
chased an  estate  in  the  neigliborhood  of  Paris,  and  took  ad- 
vantage of  tlie  fine  weatlier  to  go  thitiier  with  his  family.    M. 
de  Lanty  slee{)s  badly;  one  niglit  when  he  was  lying  awake  in 
the  dark,  he   laneied  lie  heard  fctotsteps  below  his  window, 
whitli  he  at  once  opened,  calling  out,  'Who's  there?'  in  em- 
phatic tones,  to  the  nocturnal  visitor  he  suspected.     Xor  was 
he  mistaken,  there  was  somebody  there — somebody  who  made 
no  answer,  hut  took  to  his  heels,  two  pistol  shots  fired  hy  M. 
de  Lanty  having  no  effect.     At  first  it  was  supposed  that  tlie 
stranger  was  bent  on  robbery;  this,  however,  did  not  seem 
likely ;  the  house  was  not  furnished,  die  owners  had  only  the 
most  necessary  tilings  for  a  short  stay ;  thieves,  consequently, 
who  generally  are  well  informed,  could  not  e.xpect  to  find 
anything  of  value;  and  besides,  some  information   reached 
M.  de  Lanty  wjiich  gave  his  suspicions  another  direction. — He 
was  told  that,  two  days  after  his  arrival,  a  fine  young  man 
had  taken  a  bedroom  in  an  inn  at  the  neighboring  village ;  that 
this  gentleman  seemed  anxious  to  keep  out  of  sight,  and  had 
several  times  gone  out  at  night ;  so  not  a  robber  evidently— 
but  a  lover." 

'•I  have  never  met  with  a  romancer,  M.  le  Abbe,"  said  I, 
"who  told  his  story  m  better  style." 

By  this  not  very  complimentary  insinuation,  I  hoped  to 
induce  the  speaker  to  abridge  his  story;  for,  as  you  may  sup- 
pose, 1  wanted  to  hear  the  end. 

"My  romance  is,  unfortunately,  painful  fact,"  replied  he. 
"You  will  see.— M.  de  Lanty  had  for  some  time  been  wutching 
his  daughter,  whose  vehement  passions  must,  he  feared,  ere 
long  result  in  an  explosion.     You,  yourself,  monsieur,  had  in 

Rome  given  him  some  uneasiness " 

"Quite  gratuitous,  M.  lo  Abbe."  I  put  in. 

"Yes.     I  know  that  in  all  your  acquaintance  with  Mile. 

de   Lanty  your  beliavinr  has   been   perfectly   correct.      And, 

indeed,  their  leaving  Rome  put  an  end  to  this  tlrst  ground 

for  uneasiness ;  but  in  Paris  another  figure  seemed  to  fill  her 
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\M.in^'  mind,  ami  day  after  day  M.  de  Laiily  propoiscd  coming 
;.-  -.line  explanation  with  his  daughter.  The  man  who  ^ieonis 
;■<  have  captured  her  is  audacious,  enterprising,  (juite  cajjable 
.  f  running  serious  risks  if  he  couhl  hut  compromise  an  heire.-s. 
Hut  on  lieing  questioned  as  to  wliether  by  any  levity  of  manner 
-i  I  had  encouraged  or  given  cause  for  the  daring  invasion 
of  which  they  were  seeking  the  jiorpctrator,  Mile,  de  Lanty's 
iM;Hiner  showed  her  to  he  quite  ahove  suspicion." 

i  (Duld  have  sworn  to  it  I"  cried  I. 

■"Wait  a  moment,"  said  the  Ahhe.  "A  maid  was  then  ac- 
( u-od.  and  desired  to  leave  the  house  at  once.  This  woman's 
father  is  a  violent-tempered  man,  and  if  she  returned  home 
rhargcd  with  anything  so  disgraceful,  she  would  meet  with 
niihless  severity  of  treatment.  Mile,  de  Lanty — that  much 
ju-rice  I  must  do  her — had  a  Christian  impulse;  she  could  not 
ailiiw  an  innocent  person  to  be  punished  in  her  stead;  she 
tliri'w  hcTself  at  her  father's  feet,  and  confessed  that  the  noc- 
lania!  visit  had  been  for  her;  and  though  she  had  not  author- 
!/'  il  it,  she  was  not  altogether  surprised. 

"M.  de  Lanty  at  once  named  the  supposed  culprit;  but  she 
uniild  not  admit  that  he  had  guessed  rightly,  though  she  re- 
fii-rd  to  mention  any  other  name  instead.  The  whole  day 
\vn<  spent  in  altercation  ;  M.  de  Lanty  at  last  gave  up  the 
-1  niggle,  desiring  his  wife  to  try  what  she  could  do  where  he 
hail  failed.  He  thought,  and  with  reason,  that  there  might  be 
iKuro  freedom  and  candor  between  the  mother  and  daughter. 

"In  point  of  fact,  alone  with  ^Ime.  de  Lanty,  Marianina  at 
length  confessed  that  her  fatlier's  suspicions  were  correct. 
\t  the  same  time,  she  gave  a  reason  for  her  obstinate  reserve, 
ihicli  certainly  deserved  consideration.  The  man  whose  au- 
'ia'  itv  she  had  encouraged  had  fought  and  won  in  several  duels. 
!'■.  hirth  he  is  the  equal  of  M.  de  Lanty  and  his  son  ;  he  moves 
Ml  the  same  society,  and  consequently  they  frequently  meet. 
Ilriice  the  greatest  disasters  might  ensue.  IIow  could  the 
i'liiicr  or  brother  endure  the  man's  presence  without  dcmand- 
:!!i:  satisfaction  for  conduct  so  insulting  to  the  honor  of  tlie 
family? — What  then  was  to  be  done?    It  was  the  imprudent 
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whilo  justifyiii^r  ,M.  ,l,.  Laiity's  fun-,  would  not  cry  to  liim  for 
veugcunoL'."' 

"I  undiTstand,"  I  intiTnipti'd.  "The  name  of  a  man  of  m. 
birtli,  a  person  of  no  conseijiienee,  an  artist  perhaps,  a 
sculptor,  or  some  siuh  low  fellow " 

"1  think,  nioiisieiir,"  said  the  Abbo,  "that  you  are  ascribinj,' 
to  Mademoiselle  de  J-,anty  a  feeling  to  which  she  is  quite  a 
stranger.  In  my  o))inion  her  love  of  the  arts  is  only  too 
strongly  pronounced,  and  that  perhaps  is  what  has  led  to  thii^ 
unfortunate  la\ity  of  imagination.  The  thing  that  made  her 
take  refuge  in  the  u.'^e  of  your  name  from  the  risks  she  foresaw 
was  her  recollection  of  the  sus])icions  M.  de  Lanty  had  alreadv 
e.xpressed;  she  thought  of  you  as  the  most  likely  seeming 
accomplice,  and  I  am  sure  I  may  say  that  gho  saw  nothing 
beyond.'" 

"And  then,  M.  I'Ahbe,  what  about  the  pocket-book— the 
letters — which  played  so  strange  a  part  in  yesterday's  scene?" 

"That  again  was  a  device  of  Marianina's;  and  though,  as  it 
has  turned  out,  the  strange  inventivi  ness  of  her  wit  has  had  a 
good  result,  it  was  this  in  her  character  which,  if  she  had 
remained  in  the  world,  would  have  given  cause  for  uneasiness. 
When  once  she  and  Mme.  de  f.anty  had  agreed  that  you  were 
to  be  the  night-prowler,  the  statement  had  to  he  supported  by 
evidence  to  favor  its  success.  Instead  of  words,  this  terrible 
young  lady  determined  to  act  in  that  sense.  She  spent  the 
night  in  writing  the  letters  you  saw.  She  used  different  kinds 
of  paper,  ink  of  which  she  altered  the  tone,  and  she  carefullv 
varied  the  writing :  she  forgot  nothing.  Having  written  them, 
she  placed  *^heni  in  a  pocket-hook  her  father  had  never  seen; 
and  then,  after  having  made  a  hunting  dog  smell  it  all  over — 
a  dog  noted  for  its  intelligence  and  allowed  in  the  house- 
she  threw  Mie  whole  thing  into  a  clump  of  shrubs  in  the  park, 
and  came  back  to  endure  her  father's  angrv  cro<s-examination. 
"The  same  sharp  contest  had  begun  once  m-"  e  when  the 
dog  came  in  carrying  the  pocket-book  to  his  yo>  ig  mistress. 
She  acted  agonized  alarm ;  M.  de  Lauty  pounced  on  the  ob- 
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j.rt.  and  to  him  everything  wns  clear  -he  was  dehuled  as 
I:  ,.1  lueii  intended."' 

"And  all  these  details,"  said  I,  with  no  great  air  of  ere- 
ilii'iiv.  "were  rrported  to  you  iiv   Mine,  de  Lanty?" 

•■('iinlided  to  lue,  monsieur,  and  you  yonrself  had  proof 
;.  -It  id;iy  of  their  exactitude.  Your  refu>al  to  recugnize  tlie 
-n.atiuu  might  have  undone  everything,  and  that  was  why 
Mine,  de  Lanty  interposed.  She  desires  me  to  thank  you  for 
\<>uv  connivance — passive  connivance  at  any  rate — in  this 
j.  .111^  fraud.  She  thought  stie  could  do  no  less  than  show  her 
-niiiude  by  putting  you  in  possession  of  her  .secret  ind 
!ni-tnig  t()  your  silence." 

■•.\nd  -Mademoiselle  Marianina?''  I  asked. 

"As  M.  de  Lanty  told  you,  she  was  immediately  sent  away 
In  ,i  convent  in  Italy.  To  avoid  any  scandal,  she  is  said  to 
li  .\i'  had  u  sudden  call  to  the  religious  life.  Her  future  pros- 
jtris  will  depend  on  the  attitude  she  chooses  to  as-ume." 

I'iveii  if  my  self-respect  had  not  hcen  so  aggrieved  by  this 
'iiiry — if  it  were  truc> — I  should  have  felt  some  doubts,  for 
lint-  it  not  strike  you  as  rather  too  romantic?  However,  an 
I  .\|ihination  has  since  offered  itself,  which  may  afTord  a  clue 
to  the  facts.  Not  long  ago  Marianina's  brother  married  into 
I  ill'  family  of  a  German  Grand-Duke.  The  Lantys  must  have 
liad  to  .-acrifiee  immen.so  sums  to  achieve  such  an  alliance. 
M.iy  not  Marianina  have  paid  the  expenses  of  thi.-  royal  alli- 
aiiri'.  since  she,  by  her  grand-uncle's  will,  had  tlie  bulk  of  his 
t'lrtune.  an!  was  disinherited  by  taking  the  veil?  Or  again, 
iiiay  slie  not  have  really  felt  for  me  the  affection  expressed  in 
licr  letters,  and  have  been  childish  enough  to  write  them, 
tiiouirii  she  v.-ould  not  go  so  far  as  to  send  them?  Some  mis- 
iliance  may  have  led  to  their  discovery,  and  tlien  to  punish 
h'T— not  for  having  written,  but  for  having  thought  so — she 
was  shut  up  in  a  convent ;  and  to  disgust  me  with  her.  this 
L'"t-up  story  of  another  k)ver  was  invented  for  my  benefit,  in 
which  I  am  made  to  play  the  part  of  lightning-conductor. 

I  can  believe  anything  of  these  Lantys.  The  head  of  the 
f  iiiiily  has  always  seemed  to  me  a  very  deep  and  crafty  char- 
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iuter,  capahk-  at  a  pin.h  ..f  the  black.v.t  di'^h^us;  and  then 
If  you  n-nioinlHT  that  tlicso  ,h.u,,1..  hasv  all  tlieir  liv^s  sU-pt  a< 
It  ".Tc,  on  the  secret  know  ledge  of  a  fortune  m)  ignobly  earn...! 
IS  It  not  conceivable  that  they  should  be  ripe  for  any  kind  of 
intrigues,  or  can  you  imagine  them  dainty  in  their Vtioice  of 
means  to  an  end? 

And  I   may  a.1.1  that  the  otlicial  intervention  of  the  Abb,', 
'•"•it.inon  justifies  the  worst  imj.utations.     I   have  made  in- 
qiiines  about  him  ;  he  is  one  of  those  niisehi,.f-mak,ng  prn..t< 
wim  are  always  eager  to  have  a  finger  in  pnvaf  family  af- 
fairs; and  ,t  was  he  who  helped  to  upx.t  tlie  Iiome  of  M    ,[, 
Oranv.Ile,  Attorney-tieneral  in  Pans  under  the  Kotoratmn 
W  hatever  nuiy  be  true  or  false  in  all  mv  hvpotheses   I  have 
no  means  of  knowing,  and  am  not  likely  to  fearn,  at  any  rate 
for  a  long  tnuo  to  come.     But,  as  you   may  suppose,   the 
thought  of  Manannia,  like  a  vision  floating  above  this  chaos 
IS  to  mo  a  spot  of  light  which,  in  spite  of  myself,  attracts  mv' 
gaze.     .May  1  love  her?    Must  I  hate  and  d.'spi.^e  her-'-T!ii; 
IS  the  question  I  ask  my.self  daily;  and  un.ler  the  shroud  of 
such  uncertainty  the  memory  of  a  woman  is.  it  seems  to  me 
more  likely  to  become  permanent  than  to  fade. 

And  is  it  not  a  really  diabolical  coincidciuv  that  mv  chisel 
should  be  called  upon  to  e.vecute  a  pale  daughter"  of  the 
cloister.'  I  „der  thc.<e  circumstances  was  not  mv  imagination 
inevitably  memory;  could  I  invent  any  image  but  tluit  which 
pos.sesses  my  soul  and  is  so  deeply  graven  on  mv  l>rain?  And 
behold  a  .second  Marianina  ri.«es  up  before  me  in  the  fle^h  • 
and  when,  for  the  better  furtherance  of  the  work,  the  artist 
takes  advantage  of  this  stroke  of  fortune,  he  must  be  supposed 
for..ooth,  to  have  transferred  his  affections.  Could  tliat  frigid 
Mme.de  1  1-  storade  ever  fill  the  place  of  my  enchanting  pupil 
with  the  added  charm  and  halo  of  forbidden  fruit  and  of 
nn^s  cry.'    1„  short,  you  must  give  up  all  yorr  imaginings. 

Ihe  otner  day  1  was  within  an  ace  of  relating  the  whole 
romance  of    Mademoiselle  de   Lantv   to   her  supposed   rival 
And  if  1   really  aspired  to  this  woman's  favor-but  she  can 
love  no  one  but  her  children-a  pretty  way  of  courting  her 
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If  would  be,  I  may  say,  to  tell  !ut  that  little  tale.  And  so,  lo 
fiirn  to  our  Htartiii;:-j)oiiit,  1  care  no  more  for  M.  Bixiou's 
I  piiion  than  f<ir  last  year's  roses.  And  so,  I  roallv  do  not 
kiiMU  whether  I  am  in  love  with  Marianina  ;  l»iit  I  am  ciiiite 
-lire  that  1  am  not  in  love  with  Madame  de  riv-torade.  This, 
!'  -M  ins  to  me,  is  a  plain  and  honest  answer. 

Now.  let  us  leave  things  to  the  Future,  who  is  the  master 
..f.,~all. 


Tilt'  Comtesse  de  I'Estorade  to  Madame  Octave  dr  Camps. 

Pabh,  Aiiril  Kiy. 

\lv  DKAH  Mad.\me. — M.  I)orlan;re  came  last  evening'  to  take 
l';iv..  (,f  us.  He  is  starting  to-day  for  Arcis-siir-.Auhe,  where 
h-  is  to  see  his  statue  set  up  in  its  jilaee.  That  also  is  the 
t  .un  where  the  Opposition  are  ahout  to  prop.)Sc  hini  as  their 
i.iM.lidate.  M.  de  FEstorade  declares  tiiat  no  worse  choice 
"Mild  have  heen  made,  and  that  he  has  not  a  chance  of  heing 
'■!•  (ted  : — hut  this  is  not  what  I  have  to  write  ahout. 

M.  Dorlange  called  early  after  dinner.  I  was  alone,  for  .M. 
■!•  I'Kstorade  was  dining  with  the  Minister  of  the  Interior; 
lid  the  children,  who  had  heen  on  a  'ong  excursion  in  the 
afti'iioon,  had  of  their  own  accord  I  i  to  go  to  bed  before 

■' '  iNual  hour  Thus  the  conversatioi  reviously  interrupted 
1  .  Madame  de  la  Bastie  was  naturally  re-op(>ned  :  and  I  was 
iil'iiii  to  ask  M.  Dorlange  to  finish  tlie  story,  of  which  lie  had 
"niv  r^iven  me  a  hint  of  the  end,  when  old  Lucas  came  in, 
'ringing  nie  a  letter.  It  was  from  my  Armand.  to  t  d  me 
that  he  had  been  in  the  sickroom  all  day,  very  unwell. 

"I  want  the  carriage,"  said  I  to  Lucas,  with  such  agitation 
■I-  voii  may  suppose. 

"Well,  madame,  but  monsieur  ordered  it  to  fetch  him  at 
'  .I'f-past  eight,  and  Tony  is  gone,"  replied  Lucas. 

'"Then  got  me  a  hackney  cab." 

~'I  am  sure  I  don't  know  whetlu'r  T  can  find  one,"  said  the 
"i'l  man,  who  always  raises  difficulties.  "It  has  just  begun 
'"  rain." 
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)(■  \'erv  il 


'i.iii  ot  campaijrn  was  evidently  not  at  all  t 
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nen 


M.  DorlauLre  very  ohIi<rin,s.'ly  (•ffeicd  to  .m  f 


come  hack  to  report  the  invalid.  I 


or  nie  an( 


Hot  d(i  (  ji'  n 
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I  wanted  to  see.  and  siti>fy  mvself.     .So,  wir! 


many   thanks  to  him,   I   said   to   I 
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iic.is,  in  an  authoritat 
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it  is  simply  iin(«)>sil)l  ■,  iiiailami-,  lluit  }(m  >ii(Hilil  f?o  nut 
,;,  -  ,,  li  Wfiitlitr,  and  I  i.o  not  want  In  >,'<'t  a  M'nlilmjj  frnui 

:,.  ii>a>tfr  fur  Ki^'"^'  '"  "•  "">'  '^"''''  i*'*'"-  ' 
TlirM  vou  simply  iln  iini  mi'an  In  oi)cy  mi'!'" 
•■\'>i  know,  madaiiK',  that  f'nr  aiiytliiii;,'  ii^fful  nr  rt'ason- 
.[,   I  v\niil(l  (In  wliatcvcr  you  nuKlit  nrilcr,  fVi-n  if  it  wt-ri"  to 
■.'.,i  r,  i!ir"iij,di  fin.'." 

•  I  .  lie  >ur(.',  warinlh  is  j,'no(l  fnr  tlif  rlicumatism,  and  rain 
.   ...1  f..r  it." 

i  ii.  II  1  lurni'd  to  M.  Dorian;;!'  uitliniit  listening'  to  the  old 
r.lii  !>  reply,  and  said  In  him: 

•■Smic  ynii  wc'c  ;.'nnd  cnnn^'li  In  nlTtT  to  pt  a!i>n>'  on  this 
ir.iiiii.  I  M'Utun-  In  hnpt'  that  ynii  will  not  refuse  me  the  sup- 
;..!•  "f  vuiir  arm." 

•i.ike  Lucas,"  said  he,  "!  do  not  see  that  tliis  expedition  i.' 
;:.li-!i<'n<at)le  ;  however,  a-  I  have  tin  fear  nf  luiii;,'  senlded  hy 
M  (!•   riv-tnrade.  I  will,  of  i  ourM',  have  the  hnnor  of  escorting 


\\i'  >i-\  out  ;  and  as   I   went  duwnstairs,   I  could   not  help 

:i;'  1-     "  '!iat  life  is  full  nf  ,-in;,'iilar  coincidences.     Here  wa.s 

!  Hi.!'     >  horn   1   do  not   wholly   trust,   who,  tuo  months  agi,, 

ui'.M  livred,  like  a  pirate,  to  p'l  fight  of  me,  and  to  whom  I 

i'i   M'lW  entrusted   myself   with   iMinplete  confidenee,   undiT 

'>:;!"fis  which  the  mo^I   favored  l«)\er  would  have  hardly 

.:■  <i  I'l  dream  of. 

T'''  Weather  really   was  horrible;   we  had   imt   gone  fifty 
j!-  aIii  n  we  were  alreadv  drenched,  in  >|)ile  of  Lueas'  vast 


r.  11a.  n 


rid  by  M.  Dnrlange  sn  as  tn  shelter  mcf  hy  saeri- 

■  .\:'j  liiiii-elf.     Then  a  new  complication  arose.     A  hackiu'y 

it'  "1' lit  past ;  my  companion  hailed  the  drivt'r;  it  wa-;  empty. 

i'l  ''11  tny  escort  that  I  could  not  allow  him  to  get  in  with 

:-  out  of  the  que.-tion.     Not  only  would  >ue!i  an  implied 

'.   '   iiave  been  grossly  uncivil,  but   it  would  havi'  been  de- 

'-' .!''iy  to  myself  even  to  suggest  it.     And  yet,  you  see,  my 

:::   fiiitid,  what  slippery  ways  we  tn'ad,  and  how  true  it  is 

.:'  fi'iiii  the  time  of  Dido  and  .Eneas  rain  has  always  served 

:.'   tin;  of  lovers! 

!  1 


t 
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It  IS  dimnilt  to  talk-  in  a  eah;  the  clattor  of  wheels  and 
windows  (•...ni.els  nm-  tn  shout.  .M.  I)„rlan-o  know  too  that 
1  was  i.xtnmely  unraM.  and  hv  had  fhr  -,„h1  taste  to  make  no 
attempt  at  a  proh)i,-ed  cnnv.Tsalin,, :  just  now  and  again  he 
made  some  trivial  remark  ,o  brrak  the  silence  which  other- 
wise would  have  been  awkward  under  tiie  circumstances 

\M...n  we  rea.hrd  the  .ehunl.  M.  Dorlange,  after  handin.- 
mo  out,  understood  that  he  could  not  go  ,n  with  me;  he  m 
into  the  cojich  again  to  wait  f.ir  me. 

_  Ma>ter  Arnunid's  indispoMtion  was  somewhat  of  a  praeticai 
joke  so  far  as  1  was  concvnir.l.  lU,  nim,,  „,,,  „,,  ^^^^e  than 
a  liea.iaehe  whuh  since  his  note  was  written  had  completely 
disa,>pean.d.  The  do.-ror.  who  had  se.n  him  in  th.  morning 
to  order  something,  ha.!  pre.crihed  lun.-ilower  tea,  and  told 
him  he  could  return  to  tho  classroom  next  <lav  So  I  had 
taken  a  sledge-hammrr  tu  kill  a  tiea,  an.l  committed  a  pr.- 
posterous  blundor  in  arriving  at  an  hour  when  all  the  staif 
«cre  in  bed,  to  find  my  young  gentleman  still  up  and  plavin-r 
a  game  ol  chess  with  one  of  tho  attondants. 

By  the  time  1  went  out  again  the  rain  had  ceased,  and  bn^ht 
moonlight  silvered  tlie  pavenu.nt.  whuh  the  rain  had  so  tlwr- 
oughly  washed  that  tliore  was  not  a  sit:n  of  mud.  I  wa-^  - 
oppressed  and  vexed  that    I  longed  for  the  fresh 


heirired  ^^.  Durl 


home.    This  was  a  fi 


inge  to  send  awav  th 


and  the  Ru(>  de  \' 


ne  cha 


nee  f< 


air.     j'o  I 
•ach.  and  we  wc  ked 


r  him;  between  the  Panth 


eon 


1) 


•orlange  was  so  little  inclined  t 


iremie  tliere  is  time  to  say  much.     But  .M. 


tion,  that,  t 


ivail  himself  of  the  situa- 


iking  Master  ArmaiHTs  prank  as  his  text,  he 


patiated  on   the  mischief  of  sp 
is  one  I  have  no  liking  for,  and 


e.\- 


'<!  iinir 


from  the  drv  rose 


lie 


I'crsation. 


rve  with  which  I  took 


children.     The  subject 
might  have  discovered  that 


my  part  in  the  con- 


•( 
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thought  I.  "w 


winch  is  always  int( 

cho's  goatherd  which  cmild 


e  must  come  to  an  end  of  this  «torv. 


rrupted,  like  the  famous  anecdote  of  S, 


lan- 


never 


be  tol( 


•It 


'.  cutting  short  his  theories  of  ed 


seems  to  me,"  sai.l  I  to  mv  carne.-t 


ucation — 


companion,  "that 
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;hi?  would  be  a  good  opportunity  fur  fxuiiig  on  witli  tlu'  coii- 
Iciiti.il   narrative  you  were   iiitiTruiitod    in.      Here   we  are 

,  wir  -afe  from  any  intrusion." 
•■J  ;iiii  afraid,"  s^aid  M.  Dorlan^re,  "tliat  I  am  Imt  a  liad  nar- 

:  :  '1.     I  txhausted  all  my  irenius  the  ollur  day  in  comnuini- 

^;.'  u'  ilu>  lii^tory  to  Mario-(ja.st<in." 
•Tli.it."  t^aid  I,  with  a  lau<,'h,  "is  against  your  principles  of 

-  :.    ..  in  which  a  third  jx'ison  is  one  too  many." 

•dii.  Maric'-Uaston  and  I  are  but  one  person.  Besides,  I 
!.,h!  ■■>  uive  some  answer  to  the  odd  fancies  he  )iad  formed  as 
■  •  '.n;.  and  me." 

••What— as  to  me!" 

■■'i'-.  He  f)pines  that  by  staring  too  hard  at  the  sun  one 
::.:!;  \'r  dazzled  by  its  rays."' 

•W.'iich,  in  less  metaphorical  language,  means? " 

•"Tiiat  seeing  how  strange  the  circumstances  were  that  led 
•  ■  ikv  having  the  honor  of  your  aciiuaintance,  I  might  })Ossi- 
1  !y.  niadame,  in  your  .society,  fail  to  j)reserve  my  common- 

-  ;:-r  and  self-possession.'' 

"Aiui  your  story  answers  this  hyi)othesis  of  Marie-Gas- 


•■V"U  shall  judge,"  said  M.  Dorlango. 

A;  i  then,  without  further  preamble,  he  told  me  a  rather 
loHL'  ^tory,  which  I  do  not  repeat  to  you,  my  dear  madame, 
Iniau.-c  on  the  one  hand  it  has  really  nothing  to  do  with  your 
fiiiirii.^iis  as  keeper  of  my  conscience,  and  on  the  other  it  is 
mix.il  up  with  a  family  secret  which  demands  more  discretion 
on  iny  part  than  I  could  have  anticipated. 

The  upshot  of  the  matter  is  t'.at  M.  Dorlange  is  in  love 
wit!;  the  woman  who  had  sat  in  his  imagination  for  the  Saint 


t  r.-i; 

that 
still 
rafi\ 
rcf::i 


!  i.  Still,  as  it  must  be  said  that  she  is  apparently  for 
Hit  of  his  reach,  it  did  not  seem  to  me  quite  impossible 
lie  might  sooner  or  later  transfer  to  me  the  feeling  ho 
'reserves  for  her.  Hence,  when,  having  finished  his  nar- 
•,  he  asked  me  whether  I  did  not  take  it  as  a  triumphant 
iM'in  of  our  friend's  absurd  fears.  I  coidd  l)ut  rei)lv: 
"Modesty  makes  it  incumbent  on  me  to  share  vour  confi- 


I 


^m 
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(loncc. 
ricocliot. 
"And 
Gaston  t' 


At    tho    same    time.    ;i    (Mnnuii    hull    oftm    kill: 

vou  liclic\c  iiif  'j-iiilty  >4  tile  iiiidacity  which  M, 
cars  niav  he  .-o  ...lal  In  nic!-"" 


ino- 


'I   do   lint 


know  that   it  would  he  aiidacit\ ,"  said   I.  rathe 


hai'shly:  -Imi   if  um  had  such  a   faucv  and 


T  sliould.  I 


II 


nu  u,  think  Von  LTivatlv  to  Itc  i>it 


took  it  to  licart. 


iricd 


1?  rciilv  was  a  lionic-ihru-t 


•w 


ell,   niadanic 


Villi    need   not   pity   im 


hi   my  opinion. 


irst   love  IS  a  kind  ot   vaccination  whicli  saves  a  ina 


catclinii:  t! 


n  trnui 


10  ciiiii[il,-iiiii  a  >ccond  tunc. 


This  chiM'd  ihi'  coiivcr>ation  ;  tli 


e  story  had  iiocn  a  long 


...  one. 
and  wc  were  at  home.  1  a.-ked  M.  Dorlango  to  come  upstair.-. 
a  polileiies-;  he  accepted,  remarking  that  M.  do  rp]storaile 
liad  prohahly  coi!io  in,  and  he  could  say  good-hve  to  him. 

.M;  'uisl)and  was  in  fact  at  hoine.  I  do  not  know  whcMi.- 
i.ucas,  to  anticipate  tlic  Idanic  I  -jiould  liave  cast  on  him.  h^id 
done  his  iiest  to  inisrejiresent  my  proceedings,  or  whether  niv 
maternal  exploit  prompted  .M.  de  rKstorade.  for  the  first  timi' 
in  his  life,  to  a  spa>m  of  jealoii~\  of  which  he  was  unalile  tn 
conceal  the  unfamiliar  >vmptoni>;  at  any  rate,  he  received 
me  with  an  indignant  rating,  .siying  that  notliing  was  so  un- 
heard of  as  the  idea  of  going  out  at  this  hour,  and  in  such 
weatlier,  to  inquire  after  an  Mivalid  who.  })y  announcing  his 
illne.ss  himself,  showed  it  was  not  in  the  least  serious. 

After  allowing  him  to  go  on  for  some  time  in  a  hiirhlv 
unbecoming  manner.  1  thought  it  was  time  to  put  an  end  to 
the  scene. 

"Well."'  said  I  -harply.  "I  wi>hed  to  ixet  some  sleep  tn- 
niglit :  I  went  to  the  school  in  pouring  rain.  Xow  I  have  conic 
hack  in  l»eaiiliful  moonlight,  and  I  heg  to  remind  you  that 
after  kindly  consenting  to  est-,,rt  i:,c,  .M.  Horlant^e.  wlio  le.ive- 
Paris  tn-morrow.  came  up.-tairs  to  hid  you  good-hye." 

I  have  habitually  too  much  inlluenee  over  M.  de  rEstonidf 
f(.'r  this  call  to  order  to  fail  of  its  ..If-et  :  still,  1  could  see  that 
thirc  wa>  something  of  the  a-grieved  husband  in  his  tnrip; 
for,  having  brought  in  .M.  Dnrlange  to  divert  his  thoudits.  I 
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.11  iiriif  ivcd  that  I  had  hut  iiiiule  liiiii  a  victim  to  my  ogre's 

-;.  :i;|!cr.  wiiich  was  now  vriilod  on  him. 

Alt'  r  idling  liim  thai  liis  nomination  for  clcftion  had  been 

;.  :.  i!,~(USM'd  at  tiie  Minister's  dinncr-talili',  .M.  du  I'Esto- 

i' .  -iiih  evident  satisfaction,  tohl  liiiii  all  the  reasons  which 

:-;   I'. id   to  ills  I'ailin;^  coiis|iiciiou>lv  ;  tlie  constituency  of 

■  --iir-Auhe  was  one  ul"  tliose  where  the  Ministry  were  most 

:;:■    of   tlic    votes:   a    man    ot'   extraordinary    ability    had 

■>  p!;.   iieen  sent   down  tiiere,  and  iiad   lor  some  days  been 

.  '"/  '//'  the  place,  and  he  liad  sent  the  most  flourishing 

■  ;■-   lo  tlie   (iovernment.     All   this   was  dealing  in  gen- 

:;■!■-.  and  M.  Dorlange  replit'd  with  iierlVit  modoty,  and 

:;:;iiiiier  of  a  man  who  has  prepared  liiniself  beforehand 

,;:i  ihe  freaks  of  chance  that  may  ad'ect  his  return.     But 

■:     i'Mstorade  had   a   last  shaft  to  fling  which  certainly 

;M  !!"t  fail  to  prove  effective,  since  with  the  t;ame  blow  it 

:ii  iiit  the  candidate  and  the  profligate — if  profligate  he 


prL--i-!i 
till'  >\i 

l'\t|;|!> 
i,f-  ..f 
■•(     iilr 

mM;'  I'- 

'II  an  ' 

f;!:  n;i' 
M,  J 
-i  , 

;iir    ..!! 

iha-  rl: 
-1:   i 


icn  to  me,  my  dear  sir,"  said  M.  de  I'Kstorade  to  his 

"when  a  man  rushes  into  a  parliamentary  career,  he 

'  Miember  that  lie  lia.«  to  show  every  card — liis  public 

-  [irivate  life.     lli>  adversaries  ovci-|;anl   his  past  and 
with  merciless  hands,  and  woe  to  him  whose  life  has 

\'\n\v  of  a  stain! — Well,  I   may  tell  you  plainly,  this 

-  a  little  scandal  was  raked  up — a  very  little  one  in  the 
■HI  artist,  but  one  which,  as  affecting  a  representative 
I'cople,  assumes   far  n.  ire  serious  projKJrtions.      You 

-iiid  me.  I  am  alluding  to  the  handsome  Italian  wo- 
i"  lives  under  your  nx.f.    Take  care :  you  may  be  called 

'Hit  by  some  i>iiritan  voter  for  the  more  or  less  doubt- 

r.iliiy  of  her  connection  with  voii." 
•':  ange's  re[)ly   was  very  dignilird: 

i!i  have  but  one  wish  for  tlm.-e  who  choose  to  question 

i''iat  detail  id'  my  domotic  life.'"  said  he.  "and  that  is 

•■}  may  have  nothing  worse  to  look  back  upon  in  theirs. 
iiiid  not  already  boreil  Madame  la  Cniiitesse  with  one 

iiiabU'  story  during  our  walk  home,  1  would  tell  you 


if 

!l 


1»8 


Tin:  .MK.\n{i:i{  fok  aucis 


that  of  tlic  prrtty  Italiaii,  ami  vou  would  s^eu  that  her  presence 


in  my  lioij;-e  ik'ciI  dtjiruc  ine  nf 
kiiullv  hipiiorcd  i 


noiK'  of  tho  esteem  you  havi 


ve 


'But 


iinli'cd 


lie  u  illi. 
.sii.l   .M. 


lat  I'ur  |(.|  ;:  walk  had 


hearing  tl 

tory,  "you  take  mv  I'cinark,-  far  t( 


just  n<i\v.  an  art  i.-t   ni'cd-  n  ham 
more   iiaiural  ;   hiii    it    is  a   pirci 


IvMoradc,  suddenly  mollified  by 
)een  spent  in  narrating  his- 
)o  seriously  !     As  I  said  bm 


Isomc  model,  nothing  c 


in  be 


use  to  geiitlm 


d  furniture  that  is  of 


no 


ii'ii  <'ii;:aged  m  i)oiities. 


"What  apiicais  \^'  he  of  more  use   to  them,"  retorted  M. 
Dorlange.   with   s-imc   \i\acity.   "is  the  advantage   that  mav 


he  taken  of  a 


eal 


wit] 


1  no  eirort  tn  \erif 


imny  greedily  aceepted  with  evil  haste,  and 


V    It 


-However,  far  from  drcadi 


explanation  nn  ilii.  Milijcet  you  are  pleased  to  diseuss,  I 


ng  an 


eager  for  it  :  nml  the 

hy  instriirtin;. 

my  trark  to  lu'ing  lliis  drlnaii 


Miiiisti'y  would  lie  doing  mo  a  serv 
sitoi-  as  they  have  put 


•V(T  an    ii'.iiui 


am 
ice 
on 


matter  hefore  >^m-  eonstitue 


nts 


•'<<  \""U   ai'o   uonii:'  to-morrow 


arked   ^..   de  TEstorade, 


finding  that  he  had  slarird  on  a  path  where,  --.stead  of  hr 


ing  yi.   DorlanLn'  t' 


injr- 


)  con 


fusion,  he  had  afforded  1 


nm  an  op- 


portunity of  answering  with   no  little  haughtiness  of 
and  phrase. 


tone 


'Yes. 


and  early  in  the  .lay.  so  that   I  will  have  the  honor 


now  ol  wishing  y,,u  good-niglit.  for  I  still  have  some  packing 
to  finish." 


With  tl 


lese  word 


M.   D' 


me  rather  formally,  he  hdt  the  re 
with  my  hushand.  who.  indrod.  (li(1 
portunity. 


rlange  rose,  and  after  bowinir  to 


»m.   not   shaking  hand? 
not  offer  him  the  op- 


j.xpL 


i-storadc.   to  a\ 


OK 


1   t 


le   1 


inatiou.  at  omc  exclaimed 


mjiending  and  inevitable 


■w, 


am 


1  what  was  the  matter  with  Armand  ?"' 


'AVhat  uas  the  matter  with  .\rn:aiul  matters  little,"  replied 
"a<  yon   may   suppose  from   my  having  returned  without 


nm  ami 


Mvinir  no  anxief 


what  is  a  far  more  interest: 


question  i^  what  is  th.>  matter  with  von,  for  I  never 


so   out    of   111 


saw  vou 


ne.  so 


bitt 


er  and  eross-grai 


ned. 
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■•What :  Because  I  told  that  ridiculous  candidate  that  he 
•;:,.'!i!  _-M  into  mourninfj;  at  once  over  his  chances?" 

•i:i  ihr  first  place,  it  was  not  conipliiiKMitarv,  and  at  any 
-■.:>■  ;ii''  time  was  ill-chosen,  when  my  motlicrly  alarms  had 

:-t  inflicted  an  odious  amount  of  troulile  on  the  man  you  at- 
tai'ki'il."" 

•1  .  ;i!iiiot  stand  officious  people,""  retorted  M.  de  TEstorade, 

■  ;i  iii^'lier  tone  than  he  usually  adopts  with  me.  "And, 
f-.r  all.  if  this  gentleman  had  not  been  on  the  spot  to  ofTcr 
..11  Im,  -scort,  you  would  not  have  set  out  on  this  unseemly 

iXpeilition." 

-\->n  are  mistaken.  I  should  have  gone  in  a  still  more 
;:.-..  iiily  manner;  for  I  should  have  gone  alone,  as  your 
-  r\ a!;i.-  are  the  masters  liere,  and  refused  to  escort  me." 

•Hut.  after  all,  you  must  confess  that  if  any  one  had  met 
;.  u  at  half-past  nine  at  night,  walking  arm  in  arm  with  M. 
I'.irla:;.<:i'.  out  by  the  Pantheon,  it  would  have  been  thought 
vran.v.  to  say  the  least." 

Th-n.  affecting  to  have  just  discovered  what  I  had  known 
:'  r  .\n  hour  past: 

■'Bless  me,  monsieur!"  cried  I,  "after  fifteen  years  of 
:;:'.rrit(l  life  are  you  doing  me  the  honor  of  h.-.ng"  jealous 
>r  ih,  first  time?  Then,  indeed.  I  can  under.^^tand  that,  in 
-TMr  .,f  vour  regard  for  the  proprieties,  you  took  advantage 
:'  ';:v  iniiig  present  to  question  M.  Dorh.  ,c  on  the  not  very 
:^p■!    subject   of   the   woman   who    is   supposed    to   be   his 

.-in  -s.  It  was  neither  more  nor  less  than  V(>rv  basely 
:  •  rl'dious  ;  you  were  trying  to  lower  him  in  mv  eyes."' 

T!!i;s  riddled  with  shot,  my  hapless  husband  tried  indeed 

■  ''■■■I  about  the  bush,  and  at  l.ist  found  no  better  alternative 

■  ':  \'<  ring  for  Lucas,  whom  he  lectured  pretty  sharply; 

■  '  ''■'•re  the  matter  ended. 
H^;'  although  I  had  won  an  •  asy  victorv.  the  crreat  little 

■''  -lis  of  the  evening  left   a  luiwt   luwoiiifnrtaltle  impres- 

y^     '1  my   mind.     T  hiid  cnme  in   (piiii'  -ati--fied.  thinkinc 

'■    !i(iw  knew  exaetlv   irju'r"   tn   Inn-r    M.    Dorlansre.     To 

'  !i"  M.-t.  at  the  moment  when  he  uttered  that  magniloquent, 


'    « 


r. 


L'()0 
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"Do  not  pity 

woniiiii.  tnv  vaiiitv  iVlt  .1  liitl 


nic 


I  n netted  that  tli 
cotmiiiiiKied  belief.      It 
outburst   of   <reiiiiiiie   f 
but   eertiiiiily   intended 
perfect  1 


ii   wunian   i>   always   more  or  Io>;s  a 

istair; 


(■  >liue 


I'UI  as  I  eanie  u[ 
!<■  linn  and  .-inipji-  tune  in   uliieli  he 


Ein-- 
me. 


But,  then. 


niidoiihtcdly  ;i  natural  and  fr 
'eilin^',   which    was  not   aimed   at 
ir  some  one  else.     So  1   might  !» 

what   i-^  Id  he  said  of  the  conjugal  tact  which. 


\'  at   niv  ease. 


wlule  trying  to  inakr  the  man — of 


thinkini'  t 


whom   I   had  reallv 


l)P('; 


no  iiiiich— ciiriiniit  liim.-clf  in  mv 


an  opportunity  of  appmiing  in  a  better  li"lit  tli 


I)resence,  gave  hin; 


to  tl 
that  th 


greatest  advantaire?      1- 


iin  ever,  ai: 


or  tlicrc  is  no  doubt  what 


e   indignation    with   which    M.    Dorian- 


the  malignanev 


:o  retalia 


CVi.T 

ed  on 


ol  which  lie  was  the  object  was  the  answer  of 


an   easy   conseieiKc.   >nre,    loo.   of 


calumny.     What. 

man   whose   vuincraiilc  rioint    i.' 


lu'ing  able   to   refute  tl> 


mv  dear  niadame.  I  ask  von.  what  is  thi. 


iiave    seen    on    one    or    tu 
that  as  if  he  hi 


not    discoverable,   wh 


oni  wi 


>   oeea>ions   i)ositivel 


V    heroic — and 


lived  hilt  in  that 


mself  did  not  yierceiv<>  the  fact. "as  if  h 


Is  it 


woman  is  iiotliiTu:  to  him  'f 


ugii  air,  ;ind  i:reatness  w 


possible  thai,  all  appearances  to  tl 


ere  lih 


el 


e  never 
emciit!'' 


le  contrarv,  this  It 


ill  an 


Are  there,  then,   iti   the  midst   id' 


our  small   and  colorles- 


some  eiiaracters  so  strongly  tempered  that 


soctoty  stil 

can  walk  on  the  verv  preeinj, f  opportunitv'and  never  fall'l 

What  a  nature  must  that  be  th;  r  can  phm-e  through  th'^n? 
and  leave  n.)  wool  !  I  ha,l  faiu-ted  I  could  make  a  fr.end 
of  him  I 

Nay.  I  will  not  plav  at  that  game.  Suppo-imr  this  Danto 
Alighi<'ri  of  ,he  clij.el  to  be  convinced  at  last  that  his  Reatrire 
will  never  return  to  him:  Minoo^in-  that  he  should  aizain.  ;i- 
he  has  done  once  alre.idv.  look  roiin.l  on  me— what  could  I  do? 
Is  a  woman  ever  s;ife  ai:aiii-t  the  powerful  fascination  that 
such  a  man  nni>t  exert?  As  M.  dc  Montriveau  said  to  th.' 
poor  T>ncbe..e  de  F.angeais.  jiot  nnlv  must  she  nvver  fourh 
thr  n.rp.  but  she  mii^t  keep  ;,.  far  from  it  as  .^he  can.  for 
fear  that  a  beam  reflected  Ivor:,  such  polished  stc^l  sheitld 
dazzle  her  evea. 
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Happily,  M.  de  TEstoradc  is  already  hostik-  to  this  daii^or- 

..  man;  '>iit  my  lui>li;ni(l  iiuiy  lu'  (luito  easy,  I  shall  take 
,,,n  to  I'liooura^ro  and  cultivato  this  ^'criii  of  t'liniity.  And 
:.-;ilr>  this,  if  M.  1  »iir!;iii^c  >ii()uld  he  cloctcd,  hv  and  luy 
hii-liaiid  will  Ik-  in  o|)|)<),-itc  (•ani|»s;  and  political  ])assions — 
!!i:i:ik  llravcnl — have  oftrn  tut  t-liorl  oldiT  and  better  es- 
taiih.-lu'd  intiniacit's  that)  this. 

■■i>\it  he  saved  your  little  girl,"  you  will  >;ay  ;  "you  wore 
iifiaid  of  his  loving  you,  and  he  does  not  think  of  you  at  all; 
li.  :.-  a  man  of  cultivated  intellect  and  magnanimous  feeling, 
\v;i:i  whom  tliere  is  not  a   fault  to  the  fo\ind? " 

Uliat  arguments  are  these,  my  dear  lady? — lie  frightens 
ini .  and  that  is  enough.  And  when  I  am  frightened,  I 
nt.ilier  argue  nor  reason;  I  only  consider  whether  I  have 
!■  _'-  and  breath,  and  simply  run  and  run  till  I  feel  myself 
in  y.dvty. 

Dorhnigc  to  Marie-Gaston. 

Paris,  Aitrinm^. 

Oil  coming  in  from  tak'ng  leave  of  the  PIstorades,  I  find 
yhv  letter,  my  dear  friend,  announcing  your  immediate  ar- 
rival. I  will  wait  here  all  to-morrow;  hut  in  the  evening, 
w:t!iout  any  further  delay.  I  must  set  out  for  Arcis-sur-Auhe, 
'vii'Pe,  within  a  week,  the  end  of  my  ])olitical  struggle  is  to  be 
fiii'.irlit  out.  What  sujiporters  and  abettors  I  have  in  that 
iiv.ii  which— as  I  am  informed — T  am  so  anxious  to  repre- 
-I  M  ;  on  whose  help  or  opposition  I  am  to  build  my  hopes;  in 
"V.I-  Word,  who  it  is  that  is  making  this  electoral  bed  for  me 
<"  he  in. — of  all  this  I  know  no  more  now  than  I  did  a  year 
ii-''  when  I  was  first  apprised  of  my  parliamentary  vocation. 

''MJy  ;>.  few  day-  sinee  ilid  I  rc.i'iv(>  a  communication 
I  t'anating  from  the  paternal  otlice.  nrit  from  Stockholm  this 
•.!)ii',  but  with  the  Paris  postmark.  From  the  tenor  of  this 
'i  'i mnent  1  shotild  hardly  be-  surprised  to  hear  that  the  liigh 
tiiiictions  fulilllcd  in  the  northern  capital  by  the  mysterious 
.i.niior  of  my  being  were  simply  those  of  a  corporal  in  the 
^|■u^^ian  army;  for  it  is  impossible  to  give  instructions  in  a 
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more  doininocriii^'  and  jiciviiiptory  tone,  or  with  more  tire- 
bonic  rci,Mr(]  for  tlic  tllillul(■^t  details. 
The  note  has  a  title  or  headiii-,';  as  thus: 

WHAT   MY   SON    IS  TO  DO 


On  reeoipt  <>f  Ihvsr  prrsniis  I  am  to  send  ofT  the  "'Saiiit 
Ursida,"  tt)  H'c  it  packed  luyMlf  in  a  ease,  and  address  i;. 
))}■  qniek  ;:onds  vans,  to  .Moliier  Marie  des  Aiij:es.  Superior  "\ 
the  IIoii>e  of  the  Ursuline  Sisters  at  Arcis-sur-Au!)e,  WAW. 
— you  un(]er>taiid? — In  fact,  Init  for  this  added  information 
I  nn-,dit  have  fancied  that  Arcis->ur-Aubo  was  situated  in 
the  department  of  the  (iinnide  or  of  l-"inisterre. — f  am  there 
to  make  an  arran;;einent  with  liie  carrier's  airents  to  in>ure 
the  delivery  nf  the  parcel — my  "Saint  Cr.-nla"  a  jjareel  !  — 
at  the  door  of  ihc  convent  chapel.  1  am  then  commandi'ij 
to  start  a  \ery  few  days  later,  -o  a-  to  r.^adi  the  af^re'iaimd 
town  of  Arci,->nr-Anl)e  hy  the  m '-ond  of  Mav  at  late-t.      \>'\\ 

see,  these  are  military  order>:  > mil  >o  l!:at   I  half  thou,<rlit 

-■■r  taking  out  a  soldier's  pass  instead  or  an  ordinaiv  permit  to 
travel,  anil  of  takim:  my  Jonrn(y  at  the  re;,ni!ation  fare  of 
tliree  sous  jicr  lea^'uc. 

The  hotel  I  am  to  put  up  at  is  expressly  mentioned; 
I  am  to  stay  at  the  llolvl  ,]<■  h\  I'uslr;  he-.ci'.  if  1  should 
happen  to  prefer  llie  Thrir  J!liicl,-<n:ni(ir-<  or  die  Sl/n'r  Lion. 
which  are  to  he  f.Mipd  there,  no  donht.  a<  n  everv  eountrv 
town,  I  must  not  indnlp'  the  faixy.  Finallv.  on  the  day 
before  I  start.  I  ain  to  aninuince.  in  an*  newspapers  1  can 
work  u]itin,  the  fad  (,f  my  intimdinu'  to  stand  as  a  candidate 
forelection  in  the  electoral  district  of  .\rcis-snr-Aul)e  (Auhe), 
but  not  to  put  forward  any  declaralinn  of  my  political  creed, 
which  would  h(>  useless  and  ])remature.  And  the  whole  con- 
eludi's  with  in>trnction-- — a  little  liuiiiijiat  mi--  perhaps.  Init 
.LrivinL.::  nie  some  faith  in  (lie  pro^nv-s  of  alTairs— ti-)  call  on 
the  ni'irninLT  of  i  he  dn.y  wlw'n  1  s"t  t-ni  on  Mon-vnoil  BrotluTs, 
where  I  ( ,ni  .-iirain  <lraw  a  sum  of  two  hundred  and  fiftv  thou- 
sand fraiics,  which  ouLrht  to  he  lyin.i,'  there  in  mv  name.     ''I 
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,i::.    Ill    tilkf    the    ^MTiltc-t    (.ilR',"'    the    (l(i(  UIIUMlt    gWS    Oil,    "tllllt 

i;:  I  .iii\i  viii^'  tlii>  -iiiii  from  Paris  to  Arfi!>-sur-Aubo  it  is 
iiiiiiiiT  lust  nor  stolen." 

What,  my  ",'oo(l  >ir.  do  you  iiiaki'  of  this  last  clause.  The 
ni'.ii.y  "niii/lil  to  Ik-  lyin,<;  there'" — then  it  may  nut  he;  and 
if  :n,i.  uliat  then':'  What  am  I  to  do  with  it  at  Arcis?  Am 
I  lo  work  my  election  in  the  Knglisli  fashion? — that,  no 
<'.-"i\<\.  I-  why  a  [)rofessioii  of  faith  would  he  "useless  and 
;.'vi:  aliin."  As  to  the  advice  not  to  lose  the  monev  or  allow 
II,. -I'll'  \i<  he  rohhed— don"t  you  think  it  makes  me  wonder- 
f!.:l\  yoniitj  apiin?  Since  reading  it  1  have  (juite  longed  to 
- .  A  my  thumb  and  get  a  padded  cap. 

Ildwever,  as  to  my  lord  and  father,  though  he  puts  my 
n;!;:il  on  the  rack  hy  all  these  queer  ways  of  his,  I  could 
i\i!.iiiii — hut  for  the  respect  1  owe  him — like  Don  Basilio 
III  -peaking  of  Almaviva,  "'I'hat  devil  of  a  man  has  his 
p.krt-  full  of  irresistible  arguments!" 

■>M  1  ~hut  my  eyes  and  give  myself  up  to  the  stream  that 
:•  '. lining  me  on;  and  in  spite  of  tlie  news  of  your  early 
.li.'iit,  I  must  call  to-morrow  morning  on  Mongenod 
nr.iiiicrs  and  set  forth  with  a  brave  heart,  picturing  to  my- 
-I  :f  I  lie  amazement  of  the  good  folk.s  of  Arcis  when  they  see 
!!!■  ijnip  into  their  midst,  as  sudden  and  as  startling  an  ap- 
p:ir;'ii)ii  as  a  Jaek-in-the-box. 

1  iiave  already  ma(U'  my  mark  in  Paris.  The  Xational  an- 
:i";in(cd  me  as  a  candidate  yesterday  morning  in  the  most 
;!:!iiiiiiLr  terms;  and  this  evening  it  would  seem  that  I  was 
!'■  -ibjeet  of  much  discussion  at  the  house  of  the  Minister 
'  f  i.r  Interior,  where  M.  de  ri'^.storr.de  was  dining.  I  must 
:■'  ' '!;( sty  add  that,  according  to  M.  de  TEstorade.  the  general 
inmrc-sion  was  that  1  must  inevitably  fail.  In  the  district 
■  f  Anis,  it  would  seem,  tlie  worst  the  Government  had  to 
"  !  wa-  a  fjcff-Crnfrc  candidate  ;  the  democratic  party,  which 
1  '!  liy  way  of  representing,  cari  hardly  he  saiil  to  have  any 
\  -'I'nce  there.  The  Lrft-Cvniri  'andidate  has  already  been 
'':  liu'ht  to  his  senses  hy  the  dispatch  cf  a  particularly  alert 
aiiil  >kilful  canvasser;  and  at  his  moment,  when  1  am  tling- 
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111^  my  iiaiiii'  to  tlir  wuuU,  tli,.  .l,.,  tioii  of  tli.'  Coiiscrvativ 


alrcadv  a  (vrtainiv. 


('  13 


A(i, 


to     t 


It'^c      CMIIK'HtS 


iiic\  italili'    failure 


'.sturadi'   \\a.-   l' 


M. 


Ml    1  I'nll'_'ll     t'l    .-lie 


to  wlucli,   iiiv  (li'.ir   f 


if 


a   I  ;rriiiii-Iaiicr  ,i- 


cIImu. 


•■nil    -iir!)i-;-((l    il:,it    voii    ^ 


never    lia\e 


Kllll 


i\iii    nie   a    ,-tTinni! 


or   il 


me     rit"    I 


le    Iliu-t 


plea.-in-  nf  ih,.  caliimnies  set  rnlliu^r  m  tl,,.  M,,nte.,riiet  dra 
in^'-nM.iii    l.v    111,.    Iiu!i,,i-il,],.    ;,,.,]    hi.^iiiv    | 


\v. 


M 


IXIDlI. 


It 


has   t)  (1m  wiih   a   \ 


whom   I   am  >iipiiiiM.(l  to  ha 


I'lMored    Monsieur 
'■I'v  liaiid^ e   Italian  woiiiiiii 


ail'l  to  he  liv 


ve  ii!-Mii;.rl,t   with  me  I'n.m   Ho 


line 


iii,i:  with  Ml  mo^t  uiieanoiiical  rehit  ioii>liii 


I'rav  tell  nie  what   has  1 
tioiis  of  the  matter :-      Did 


kept   Mill  from  a.-kiMLj  for  exiJana- 
ynii  think  the  ca-e  mi  atroeions  that 


you  Were  sliy  nf  uircndiiiir  ,,|y  m.],.,.  ,,f  decfiicv  hv  alliul 
r  is  it  that  yuu  luive  Mich  eonfidemr 


to  it  in 


anv  wav 


() 


niy   hi;.di    moral    sen>e   that    \ou    need 


point  ? — I  had  not  time  t( 


ing 
ill 
no  eertilieate  on   that 


with  M.  de  FK-torade.  imr  ha\e  i  tim 


:o  into  the  nece.->arv  explanat 


ion.- 


to  vou.      I  mention  tl 


e  now  to  volunteer  them 
e  incident  only  to  lirin^  me  to  a  remark 


which  !  Iieliev..  to  Iv  true,  and  which  I  would  heg  you  to  vcrif 


wh 


en  vou  come  to  Pari? 


1  liavi'  a  ^troiit:  notion  that   M.  de  ri->torad( 


would  not 


paijjn 


iim 


be  host  pleased  at  my  siicceedin<,'  in  this  electoral  c „. 

Ho  lias  never  exprc-.-ed  niiicli  approhation  of  mv  plans,  ami 
has  constantly  done  his  utmost  to  divert  nie  from  them— 
liy  ur^Mii,!,''  consideration^  in  mv  own  intorost. 


Iwavs  indeed 


But  now  that  the  idea  has  taken  si 


in   Ministerial  circ 
while  findins:  malicioii.- 


lape,  and  is  ewn  discu." 


my  >:entleman   has  turnod  sour;  and 
|)loasuro  in  promising:  me  defeat,  ho 


Jrin<rs  up  the  pretty  little  activitv  un.ler  which  ho  honos  t 


smother  and  hiirv  ni 


friondlv  act.      \ 


ow,  why .-' 


ohli 


I  will  tell  you.  Tile  fact  is,  tliat  thomrh  ho  is  under  an 
lit  ion  to  mo.  the  good  man  hy  his  high  social  position 
fools  him-elf  my  superior  in  a  way  which  mv  election  to  the 
Chandler  would  nullify,  and  he  .loos  not  like  the  notion  of 
renouncing  if.  For.  after  all.  what  is  an  artist— oven  if  ho 
were  a  gemus— in  comparison  with  a  Peer  of  France,  a  bigwig 
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u!  .  ]\A>-  a  riiij.'rr  in  tlic  sniirriiu'  ilirfclinii  lA'  <^rfn\  |Kiliti<-al 
))'  <i  -ociiil  c|ii('>tii>ii,-.— ji  riiaii  w'lii  1  an  luittitrilinlc  ilic  Ministers 
;i!;il  the  I\in^%  who.  if  lie  Were  caiiai)!!'  of  •.luh  an  au<hu'io\is 
lii-lit.  lia>  a  n;,'lit  to  lilackliall  thr  l'.n<l,::ft !'  Ami  is  it  I'on- 
,,,■.  ililr  lliat  I,  in  hiy  turn,  sliould  ujint  ti)  hr  snrh  a 
j.ii'- iir;.fr(|  jM'r:-<in.  willi  cMMi  ;,nTat(T  ini|ii)rlanci'  ,i!iil  authority 
a-  I.  ii!.::  a  mwiuIkt  of  i!ic  elect  ivr  hody?  I<  it  not  a  tryirif^ 
:  ..r  of  insolence  and  lonci'il!'  llcnee  i.'  M.  le  C'oiiito 
firinus ! 

\.ir  I-  this  all.  These  politicians  hy  ri^dit  divine  have 
a  ti\.d  idea:  they  believe  theniselve-  to  have  !)een  initiated  by 
inn:;  -tudv  into  a  s(  ienco  .«ii|)[iosed  to  he  very  at)struso.  whieh 
tlii\  I  all  Statecraft,  and  winch  they  aloru!  have  ii  riglit  to 
I'.U'W  and  practise,  as  none  hut  physicians  may  practise 
nil  ill  inc.  So  tliey  cannot  endure  that  without  havinj;  taken 
I'M  a  license,  any  low  fellow — sueii  as  a  journalist,  for 
i:>i:nice.  or.  lower  still,  an  artist,  an  iinairc-inaker — should 
lia;.'  to  jioacli  on  their  domain  and  speak  as  they  do.  A  poet, 
ii'i  artist,  a  writer  may  lune  irroat  gift.s — that  they  are  ready 
t'l  -'rant;  in  fact,  their  l)usiness  re(]uires  it;  but  they  cannot 
b.  ,-:atesmen.  ("hatcauhriaiid  hiin.-elf.  thouijh  naturally  in 
a  piisition  which  ju.-tified  him  in  making  a  place  for  hinifelf 
c!!  the  Olympus  of  (!overnment.  was  nevertheless  slu)wn  the 
li  ' 'P.  and  one  morning  a  very  brief  note,  signed  "Joseph 
••le."  sent  him  packing — as  was  but  proper  I — back  to 
r.  Atala,  and  other  literary  trivialities, 
know  that  time,  and  that  stalwart  ])osthumous  daughter 
-  all  whom  wc  call  Posterity,  will  in  the  long  run  do  ua 
full  justice  and  put  every  tnan  in  his  right  place.  In 
'-'"■>'',  if  the  world  holds  out  .«o  long,  most  men  will  still 
■c'i'U  who,  in  is;5!t,  were  Canalis.  -Joseph  Rridau.  Daniel 
'!  Arthez,  Sfidmann,  and  Leon  de  Lora  ;  while  only  an  in- 
'  '  ;!i'ly  small  number  will  be  aware  that  at  th(>  same  tim(>  M. 
;•  I'lnite  de  THstorade  was  a  l'e(>r  of  France  and  President  of 
:'■  Court  of  Kxcheijuer;  that  .M.  le  Comte  de  Rastignac  was 
M;!ii>tcr  of  I'ublic  Works,  and  M.  1(>  Baron  Martial  de  la 
h''.<  iie-Ilugon,   his   brother-in-law,   a   diplomatist   and   privy 
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Cnunellicr     (III      -[in  |,i|      -.  r\  ici'      Millie     ,ir      i 

Still,  |icii(lini:  llii,-  [in-t|Hiiii  .1   iv-il'iinL;  ;iii 


tin    Milt    think    It 


r\l  ruiinliiiMrv. 

ii-iiir  |ii-ti(f,  I 


should   h 


ii    li^nl    lliiiii;    lliat    till 


■•'  ;:ri'.il    iiirii    III   ( 


Rill 


IVc    ;i    IVliiiiHlcf    In    111,.    .-H'crt    llijlt. 


llluil    (If    ;|    (  ' 


Hill  r 
iH'ill!.'    II 


rt,    lhr\     iirr    >li 


iMii.-t  tiik.'  the  i'i)ii-fi|iii'n(f.». 
of  coiitniriMr.--.   I   Jill   111. lit 


l|CI    I       |l 


linri   111 


'lll|ii'lll  Kill,    ;i! 


Illl-,    MlCfrh     iillt    I.I     till 


pint 


\iv  elect 


•  111   Miy   prujei  t  ;  an, I    if    |    shoiilil 


eii.  iinlrvv  Mill  (  ail  a--iin'  iin'  i 


II-  ''Vi'Miii^  Ilia 


I    I   I 


ia\i 


niisiiiMleistiiiiil  I  I-;>tnraile",-  lieliiivmr,  I  -hall  liml  ,, 


tiiMitv  fur  MLikii! 


Ill 


111   and    siiMie   ntllel>    tVi|    ||iat 


iHs  the  will  can  .-tc[i  nvcr  the  |ialiM;,'s  >,(  their  linl 


and  f 


Hut 


i;:nre  in  it  a>  their  eijiial. 


nine  (ipjiiir- 
a  man  \vli<i 

e  elicliL-iiirc 


have  lalkcil  tun  tiMich  iif  riiy-;elf,  iiiv  dear  friend,  wit! 


out  tliiiikin''  iif  tl 


rt'tiirn  here.     Iln 


e  paiiilul    feelin;.'-  that    'iiii>t   attend 


voiir 


stead  (if  Si 


w  \m11   vou  hear  it  y      A 


Il'l    will    Vnll    imt.    II! 


th 
ni'i 


ettm^'  Vdiir  sornuvs  a,-ide.  rath.-r  ;r>i  furtli  tu  MUrt 


CMI,  aiK 


I  tak 


e  a  tiielanchiily  pleasure  m  r 


Well.    I    Mli'dit    s; 


'■\  i\  iMi:  their  liitter- 


IV       fit        -111     ll        1M-,.;,1         ,,y 


HI-   what 


just  iKiw  ,if  the  <:reat  men  in  (illice:  they   niii-t   he  rojrardi 
in  their  })lace  in  time  and  space,  and  thei 


iniporceptihle,  they  are  1 


11  r 


1  the\  are  intaiij.ntil( 
leld  nf  no  more  aciomit   in  a  nia!]" 


e  when  ins  iiiorrrajihy  is  written  llian  the  hair-  he  eonih- 


of   his    head    ev 


nut 

cry   mornin;.'.     'I'hat   <-harmiiii:    lunatu'    with 


whom  you  spent   three  vears  ,,{  matrin 


lonial  ecsia>y  put  out 


a  hand,  as  she  thou-rht.  where  Death  wa---and  Death,  mock 
ing  at  her  seheiiies,  her  plans.  .'  tne  reiineiiient  and  ur,\-, 
slio  added   to   life,   -natclu-d   at    her  sudih'idv   and   hrutalh 


of   intcdlcct,  and 

power — deep  and   premature  disirnst   of   ih 

no 


on   remain:   You.   with  youth   on  your  .-idi.  and   the  gifts 

■mt'iit   of 
ow,   whv 


with    what    IS, 


lielleve    me.    an    eh 


mi: 


t  do  as   I  am  doing?     Whv  not 


X 


join    me   in   the  political 


arena  I'     'I'hen  there  would  he  two  of  us  to  carrv  mit  mv  phins 
and  the  world  would  soo  wha^ 
d 


can  he  done  hv  two  determiiieil 


ind  energetic  men,  voked  toi:ether  as  it 


at  tile  heavy  collar  of  justice  and  triifl 


were,  and  hoth  pull 


IIIL' 


But   if  you   think  tliat  I 


iufoctious,   or   moculat 


am  too  much  Ijcnt  on  heooming 


ing  all   and   sundry   with 


my   parna- 
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III.  titry  yollow-^'vcr,  return  iif  least  to  tho  worM  of  li-ttors 
u'.rc  you  Ii;i\r  already  iiiadi'  your  mark,  ami  exert  vour 
iniuiriiiatioti  to  i-iial.le  y..u  i.,  i.ftiore  your  heart,  winch  speakiH 

t n-laiilly  of  ilie  pa-^t.      I,  for  iny  part,  will  mako  a>i  inuoh 

^r.r  for  von  a-  I  (•■•in;  and  i  ven  if  it  should  c.wt  me  finrt 
nf  my  -ji'ep  to  keep  \ip  onr  •  Mrri'-potideiico  to  divrf  vmir  mind 
uliilhrr  you  will  or  n^,  I  ^llall  lake  care  to  keep  vou  iii- 
f'MMcd  of  all  the  \ici><iiu<les  of  the  drairia  |  am  about  to 
j.i.n  a  part  in. 

>iii(.'.  on  yonr  arrival  in  I'ari<.  y  m  will  lia\c  no  flrod 
iMi'iiation.  I  .-iKHild  take  it  viry  kindly,  and  frel  vou  cpiito 
y  ir  old  >c|f,  if  yiiii  would  Init  make  yourself  at  home  in  mv 
l.-iiM'  in-tead  id"  ,1,'oiii^'  on  to  N'llle-d'Avray,  winch  i>  a  liad 
,!•  !  ilanj^erous  place  for  yoti.  'I'heii  you  can  jndi.'e  of  mv 
■)  I  d-ome  housekeeper,  and  see  how  she  is  slandered  and  mis- 
iiiiiii  r-iood.  Vou  will  ho  near  to  ri-^-tur.-idc,  who  will,  F  rx- 
!"i;.  prove  tpiite  a  comfort  to  yoii  ;  and  it  will  he  an  ad- 
iii  r  ilil,.  way  of  expiatiui,'  all  the  involuntarv  otfcni,-  i,f  which 
;•'■';  liii\c  been  e-uilty  tnward^  me.  Just  on  the  chance.  F 
l..:-  L'lveii  the  ne(e--ary  orders,  and  your  roniii  i<  readv  for 
'. ■  :.  The  (iiiiet  p.irt  (d"  the  town  where  I  live  will  serve 
.■!■  I  transition  to  the  infernally  noisy  heart  i4'  I'ari-.  whieh 
I  I'l'.ilit  your  c\er  a'i.iin  lieconiiii'.r  accii-ioni'd  to.  I 
!  •'  at  no  frreat  distaiue  from  the  Rue  (ri-lnfer.  wIktc  we 
f-'!iiirlv  were  at  home  toirither.  and  where  \vr  were  often  so 
!;:i,.;.y 

What  dreams  we  dreamed,  what  seliemes  we  laid,  and  how 
'  "  ••  life  has  realized  <d'  them  all!  (),ir  commonest  (hiv- 
i!''  :uii  w;is  of  Lflory.  and  that,  the  only  one  in  which  we  mii^ht 
'■  :''-iii-  not  have  heeoiii(>  bankrupt,  we  have  voluntarilv  .ahan- 
'•  '■']:  \on  to  Mitfer  ;ntd  weep.  I  to  run  after  a  will-o'-the- 
■  ''lationship  on  which  I  may  not  after  all  have  to  con- 
:-  '  :!ate  myself! — The  cver-i-hanLMnir  current  ha-  carrieil 
■  '  ■■ihin'T  before  it — onr  dyke-,  onr  tlouer-i^r^irdens,  our  bud- 

,  rose-trees,  onr  cdtiniry  hi>n-e-:  one  ihiui,'  alone  has  huui^ 
'■  it-  anchor,  onr  old  atnl  <acred  friend-hip.  l)n  nothin<r 
'■    ■■•  to  wreck  it.  I  entreat,  dear  prodi^'al,  nor  run  the  risk  of 


i.h- 
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a  quarrel  with  tlio  Xortlicrn  Court  of  which  I  may  some  day 
be  the  Sutler  or  the  Sully. 

P.S. — You  liave  not  arrival,  my  dear  fricid,  and  I  mu.-t 
close  my  letter,  which  will  he  handed  to  you  by  my  house- 
ll^—rnr,  of  course,  vour  tlrst  visit  will  he 


■ceeijer  \^!u'n  \(iu  ca 


to  me. 


ill  tl 


K'li  vou  (aiinot  know  that   I  am  jfone, 


I  went  this  morninir  to  the  hankers  .Monjrenod :  the  two 
hundred  and  lifty  thousand  francs  were  ready,  but  with  the 
most  extraordinary  directions — in  the  name  of  .1/.  le  Comtc  de 
SdHciiiiurf  kiiDun  as  DurhiiKjc.  snilplor.  Hiti'  ilr  I'Oncst,  No. 
■ii.  And  in  sf»ite  of  tiiis  de.-i;,Mia1ioii,  which  has  never  Ijeen 
mine,  the  money  was  handed  over  to  me  without  a  demur. 
Under  the  eyes  of  the  cashier  I  had  presence  of  mind  enough 
not  to  seem  utterly  ama/ed  liy  my  new  naine  and  title;  but 
I  had  a  private  interview  wiih  M.  Mongenod  senior,  a  man  of 
the  hi,i,diest  character  in  t'le  haiikin;f  world,  and  to  him  I  con- 
fessed my  surprise,  beLrLriiiir 
Ije  able  to  alToi'd  nii 
f. 


:,L,Mii,i:   f"r  any  explanation   lie   might 
He  could   iri\e   me   none:   the  moiiev 


was   lorwanled    to   him    throuirh    a 


Dut 


en    nam 


nis   corre- 


ppon 


dent  at   K'otterdam.  and  lliat  is  all  he  kno\ 


Bless  me !  what  next    1   wonder*:'     .\m   1 


now 


to  1 


e  a  noDit 


hlc 


man  .•' 

himse 


as  the  moment  arrived  when  iiiv  father  will  reveal 


that 


am  just    starting  in   a 


-tale   of 


'Xcitetnent    and  anxietv 


vou  mav  imagine 


ill  further  insl  ruct  ion^ 


I 


nail  ad 


(lre>s  til  you  at  my  hou>e:  if  you  will  i\<>\  con-ent  to  take  up 
your  abode  thei'e  let  me  know  of  ymii'  whereabouts,  for  \* 
strikes   nie    that    we    shall    have   ;i    iznai    deal    to   sav   to  each 


other.     Not  a  \\i 


ird,   I  eiiti'eat  m 


to  the  Estorades — all  th 


is  strictly  between  our.-elvi 


DorhiiKjc  lu  Mitn'i'-(jiiston. 


i    I 


.VHimsrit-ArnE,  .Vui/S,  1839. 


^Iy  DKM!   (tl.D    I'riTFXn. —  Last   ev 


eiiing.  at  seven  o  ( 


lock,  in 


th 


e  nreM'iice  o 


f  Maitre   A< 


l'ii:onlt.  iiotarv   to  the  Kin 


111 


the  t 


own  1} 


f  .\rcis-sur-.\ube,  the  iil).-e([uie.-~  were  solemnize 


(1 
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of  (iiirk'S  Dorlange,  who,  preifently,  like  a  butterfly  emerging 
fri;:  ti.e  larva,  ilutterod  out  on  the  worhl  under  the  name 
.i:.ii  ["-/Jon  of  Cliarle?  'k*  SaUenauve,  t^on  of  Frant;oi^-Iieiiri- 
l'a;;t.ik''0!i  Duiiiirail,  Marquis  de  .SaUcnauvt'.  Hereinafter 
;-.  -.  t  forth  tlie  recorded  facts  which  pre(r(k'd  this  great  and 
ii''  1-  iiietf"<i|)s\'choBis. 

Oil  ih:^  <  .c::mil'  of  May  1st  I  left  Paris  in  all  the  official 
■v\.|rv  11  St.  IM'.ilip.-  I'ay;  and  on  the  following  afternoon, 
i;  "iirdi(  <:•■  ;o  patcrna'  instructions,  1  made  my  entry  into 
•■:,.  !.r,i,)d    nwii   of   Arcis-sur-Aube.      On   getting  out   of  the 

;;  -'    my  anuizciiieni  was  considerai)le,  as  you  may  imagine, 

:   ili-:  .'rning.  in  the  street  where  the  diligence  had  just  ar- 

;  '..■!.  iliat  evasive  Jacnpies  Bricheteau  wliom  I  had  never  seen 

- iir  .-trange  meeting  in  the  He  Saint-Louis.     But  this 

•  ':   .  instead  of  behaving  like  Jean  de   Xivelle,  behold  him 

'!i:  !ig  towards  me  with  a  smile  on  his  lace;  and  holding  out 
;,,-  iiaud,  he  said : 

".\:  last,  my  dear  sir,  we  are  almost  at  an  end  of  these 
..  '.-;'  rics,  and  you  will  soon,  1  hope,  lind  no  further  reason 
:    ii'!i;p|iiin  of  me." 

A;  iie  same  time,  with  an  air  of  an.\ious  solicitude  that 
v.;i-  t'ln  much  for  him,  he  added: 

"Vnii  liave  brought  the  money?"' 

""i  r~."  i  replied.  ''Neither  lost  nor  stolen,"  and  I  took  out 
"'  j"M  ket-book  tiiat  contained  the  two  liundred  and  fifty 
•ii'  i.-aiid  francs  in  banknotes. 

'■  i'ii.it  i:-  well."  said  tlacipies  Bricheteau.  "Xow  we  will  go 
'  '  ■   •'  ll-'ilrl  ilr  la  Paste. — You  doubtless  know  who  is  waiting 


■  i 


'  X".  indeed."  said  I. 

■'Tli.n  you  did  ni}t  ob>erve  the  name  under  which  the  money 
-  I'  ade  payable  r" 

■'':;  the  contrary — and  anything  .-o  strange  could  not  fail 
-'i'  ke  nie  and  >et   my  imagination  working." 
"U.  !1.  presently  the  veil  will  be  removed  of  wliich,  so  far, 
•lar  has  just  been  lifted  that  you  might  not  be  too  sud- 
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douly  startled  by  the  nrcat  aii.l  liappv  event  that  is  about  to 
take  ]>lace  in  your  life.'" 
"Is  inv  f.illiiT  licre  Y' 


I    a>k 


<•<]    ihc    ( 


liie>tinn   ir.rrorly,   and   yet   without   the  dr 
emotion  1   should   prohably  haw  felt  at  the  thought  of 
liracing  my  nioihcr. 

'•'ies,"  replied  .)a(M|wrs  I^richcteau.     '-Rut  I  tliink  it  well 
warn  you  of  a  jios.-iblc  cInH  on  your  meeting.     The  Mar 
has  gone  througli  much  .-ut1\>ring.    'I'he  ('ourt  life  t 


t'lii- 


tn 


'101^ 


o  w 


iccustonied  has  made  liim  uiux'ady  to  disphi 


Inch  he 
has  since  iiccn 

any  e.\j)re>sion  of  feeling:  iiesides.  he  lias  a  ])erfect  liorr.M- ^'f 

'juinyois  manners:  so  you  must  not  1»' 

reeeptinn 

appre- 


anything  sugge.-tnur  (, 


surprised  at  the  aristocratically  cold  and  dignified 
you  may  meet  with.     He  i~  kind  at  lieart.  and  voii  will 
eiate  1 


iim  more  as  you  k'liow  him  better." 
Tlioe  preliminaries  are  highlv  eneoura<n 


.\nd  as  I  I 


n^^     thoutrlit 


I 


ii>.-elf  (lid  not  f'cl  any  \ery  ard.'iit  predisposition-;, 


augurcl  tiiat  tins  tir,-I  interview  U(nil(l  lie  at  a  t 


of   some   doLM 


emperaiurt' 


CCS   lie|o\r   Zero. 


Ml  going  into  the  room   where  the  Manjui-  awaited  nn'.  I 
V  a  verv  tall,  very  thin,  vciy  bald  m.an.  seal<d  al  a  table  ..n 


saw  a  Verv 


wliieii  he  wa.-  arranging  jiapi'i-.-.     On  liearing  the  door  o[)ci!, 


le  pn-he.l  !ii>  >])eeia(  li-  iin  on  his  forehead,  rested  his  han.ls 


on  the 


III-  oi  nis  eliair,  an 


il  looking  roiiDil  at  us  be  waitt 


"-M"!i-ieiir  le  Comte  de  Salleiiau ve.""  said  .(ac(|Ues  Hridie- 
ti'au.  aniiMuticiiii.-  n,,.  with  the  solemnity  of  an  usher  of  ain- 
has.-adors  or  a  grooin  of  the  ('haniber>. 

•'ill  "1  llie  |ire--ence  of  the  man  lo  whom  I  owed  my  life 
tb.e  'ce  in  me  wa~  iiiManily  ne'lled  ;  |  stepped  forward  witb  an 
eager  impiil,-e.  feeling  tlie  tear>  ri-e  to  niv  e\e~.     H,.  ,11,1  „ot 


move. 


•re  was  not  the  fainie>t   trace  of 


agitation   m 


l:ice,  whi,  !i  had  that  ]ie(iiliar  h'-k  of  high  dignitv  tliat  u-.'d 
^"  '"■  'aMe.l  ••ihe  grand  air"":  he  merely  held  out  liis  liaiul. 
liniply  i:ia-ped  mine,  and  then  said  : 

"i'.e  -raie.l.  tiion.-ieiir— for  1  have  not  yet  the  right  to  c;:ll 
Vou  m\   -on. "" 


W 


I'-n  ,lae,ni,.-  lirn 


u  and  I  had  taken  chains — 
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■■■r':cii  ynii   liiiM'  iio  nl)jiTli((n,""  said   tliis  .-trangi'  kind  of 
:   •:.  "In  a>.-uiiuii,i,'  tin.'  jjdiiticiil   pu-iiidii  uc  aix'  trying  to 

'.    fur  ynti  y 
•\.  lie  at  all,"  ^aid  I.     "'riic  notion  >iartK'd  iiic  at  first.  Ijut 
■  ■  ■•    '^Vi-\\   acru.-tonicd   to  It;  and  lo  in.-urc  .-iieicss,   I   have 
;.  :  :allv  carried  out  all  the  instructions  that  were  conveyed 


•■I^MiUcnt,"  said  the  .Mar(|uis.  takin,i,'  iiji  t'roni  the  table  a 
_•■'•!  -Mull'-box  which  he  tuirh'd  in  his  fingers. 

i'i.'ii.  after  a  sliort  sileiu-e.  he  addi'd: 

•  \.i\v  I  owe  voii  certain  exiihniations.  Our  good  friend 
.hv'iii-  lirieheteau.  if  he  will  have  the  kindness,  will  lay 
It:..':;  hefore  you."" — A  >o!-i  of  eelio  of  the  royal  formula, 
".1/ ;  i"hii)iirlU:r  will  Icil  ijiin   III/'  ri'st." 

■■'1'.'  hegin  at  the  beginning,""  >aid  .Iaei,.ies  Hriciieteau,  ac- 
n,ji;:i:-  the  ta.-k  tluis  thrust  upon  him.  ""I  ought  to  tell  you, 
111":  -  iir.  that  you  are  not  a  Sallenaine  ni  llic'  diri'ct  line. 
<M,  i..~  return  from  the  l-hnigraiioii,  ahout  the  year  lSi»8, 
M.  ■  .Mar(|uis  here  present  made  the  ;ieiniaintance  of  your 
iiii.'ii'T.  and  you  are  tln'  issue  of  that  connection.  Your 
ni'^iiiT,  as  you  alrea<!y  know,  died  at  your  hirth,  and  as  a 
!'-''• 'iMinc    never   comes    single,    sliorijy    after    ;!iis   terrible 

-  ^  M.  de  Sallenauve,  being  implicated  ii-  a  ]ilot  against 
•■;'  iiiipi'rial  tliroiie,  was  obliged  to  lly  tin  country.  M.  le 
M.  :.:iji.-.  like  iny>clf,  a  native  of  .Vrcis.  honored  nie  with  his 
'-:;':d''nce.  and  on  the  eve  of  this  second  exile  lu"  placed  your 
}  ::  '_'  life  in  my  charge.  I  aecepted  the  r  '-ponsibility,  I  wili 
:.  '  -I',  gladly.  i)Ut  with  sincere  gratitude."" 

Ai  these  word.-  the  Manjuis  ludd  out  his  hand  to  Jacques 
V'T'  ''<>  tcau,  who  was  sitting  near  him.  and  after  a  silent  pres- 

-  •       which,  1  may  say,  did  not  seem  to  agitate  them  deeply 

■  i'ljues  Bricheteau  wvut  on: 

liie  elaborate  and  'iiy-terious  precautions   I  so  carefully 

■■i'lvcd.  in  order  to  conceal  the  functions  I   had  accepted, 

*''  accounted  for  by  many  reasons.    I  might  say  that  every 

:.-.•  of  government   that  we  have  lived  under  since  your 

!':.  lias  indirectly  reacted  on  you.    While  the  Empire  lasted, 
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I  fcand  1(  -t  a  \><,\\rv  uliidi  .vas  iidt  reputed  iiidiiljrent  to  tli 
wlio   attackiMl    if    iiiii:ht 


ishment,  and  that  lirst 
of  anoiiviiiMiis  iden!  i\v. 


include    V'  M    in    vour    fatlier's 


-uu; 
l' 


laii- 
■a  of  ^dvitiix  VDu  a  <>m 


iidiT  1        .u-f.iralKin.  !  had  rea^ 


to  fear  anni!,.  r  f,,rni  of  h.)>tilitv.     '11m-  >h]\, 


■I  in 


which  M.  Je  M 


sentative.  was  tl 


ll-i|iiis  here  |irf,-(iit   i~  ihe  sol 


birtl 


un  all-jKiwerfui 


1  had  <'nt  wind,  a 


nd 


iiau\e  family,  of 
e  surviving  re[irf'- 
'I'he  eircuin-tances  of  vmir 


tliat  monsieur 


(•n\ 


lad  nut  escaped  tlieir  jterspiea 
yenr  father  had  taiv-eii  earo  not  to  admit  h., 
paternity,  so  as  to  he  ahh'  to  leave  you  ]uf  whole  fortune,  (.f 


vhich 


as  a  reentrnized  natural  child,  the  1 


allowed  a  fixed  p(u 


i\v  wo 


uld 


onjv  have 


tloll. 


'The  obscurity  that  surrounded  you  seemed  to  me  the  h'ft 


protection  a.irainst   t! 


relations ;  and  certa 


le  investigalions  of  vour  monev- 


soeKini 


m  suspieious  proci'cdings  on  their  part 


spy  on  me  at   dilferent   times  shower]   tliat 


inv  anticipation- 


were  ju>tiiied.      Finally,  after  the  Revolution  of  .Tulv    I 


afraid  for  vou  of  vour  eoi 


ch 
self  1 


mection  with  me. 


I  had 


uas 
■n  the 


mge  of  dynasty  with  deep  regret  :  and  having  allowed  mv- 


o  iieeome  involved  m  some  overt  acts  of 


I  had  no  helief 


fiirht 


in  its  stahilitv— f 


rel)ellion,  siiice 
'or  men  are  alwavs  readv  to 


a  governimmt  that  is  foreed  upon  them,  and  to  which 


they   are   averse— I    found   mvself  on    the  black   list  of 

police ■' 

On  this,  remembering  that  at  the  Caff'  ,lrs  Arts  Jae< 


Brichcteau  had  been  the  object  of 


the 


lUO? 


I  could  not  1 
with  e.xtren 


lelp  smiliiu 


very  different  susp 


leioris 


le  sok'nmitv 


and  the  Chancellor  pausing,  sai 


'Do  these  details  th.at   I  ha\e  tlie  h 


anv  misfortiu 


onor  o 


le  appear  to  you  doubtful 


fgi 


ving  vou  by 


When  T  luid  accounted  f 


he  waitiT."  said  Jae<|ues  i?riehet 


'or  the  expression  of  mv  face — 


eau.  "was  not  altoirether 
in  the  wrong.  I  hav(>  for  many  years  been  emploved  bv  th.e 
police  in  the  puhiie  health  dejiartment  ;  but  T  am  not  a  spy- 
on  the  contrary.   I   have  more  than  once  verv  nearlv  beeii  ii 


victim. 


A'l 


iw.  to  return  to  t 


le  <i'('rec\- 


r  still 


iire.^erved  a>  to 


our  connection,  though  I  did  not  apprehend  positive  persecu- 
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il    -11' 


resulting  l(>  \(iu  frnm  kiHiwin;,'  luc,  it  soenied  to  me 
ill!    acfiiiaiiitanc  (•    iiiight    he   di.'lriiiicnlal    to   your 


Iptt 


■^(•ull)luI■^ 


I 


i-cllccUd 


aiii:iil  -a't   on  uulioiit  the 


It  lit"  (ioverniiiciit.     I  II 


iiiglil  j)or-sil»ly  prcvi.'iil  his  gett 


Liiifr 


ii,--]li!lS. 


Illicit  al-o  to  ,-iiv  that  at   thi'  time  \vl 


ten 


I 


.1.  Ihf 
,  iiiii 


11  notice  tliat  your  aMouaiiie  wa-  to  cea.-e,  I  hail  for 
■ar>  lost  track  of  Monsieur  Ic  .MaM|iiis.     Of  what  use 

past,  since  it  appar- 
!(1  have  no  etl'ect  on  your  future  prosjiects? 


to  tell  voii  the  historv  of  tl 


M kIciI  that  it  was  hest  to  leave  ^ 


III  in  complete  igno- 


:,i'   r,  unci    husicd   iiiy>.'lf   in    inventing   some   tiction    whicl 
':.:';;   mislead  your  curiosity,  and  at   the  same  time  relieve 

:.■  fr^iii  the  long  privation  1  endured  hy  avoiding  any  direct 

:'.!'Miurse  with  you " 

■Tiic  man  you  employed  as  your  representative,"  said  I, 
,:.ri  r'u[iting  him,  "was  well  chosen,  no  doul)t.  from  the  point 

•  •.  :.w  of  secrecy,  but  you  must  admit  that  he  is  not  at- 

■  '.i-l  ,\e." 

■^'■•i)r  CorcnfiotI'  said  the  organist,  laughing.  "He  is 
-::!,i'!v  one  of  th('  pari>h  liell-ringers,  and  1  employ  him  to 
:  .•  u  till'  (irgan.  I  do  not  know  whether  the  author  of  Xotrc- 
/'■;'■■'   ilv  J'aris  had  ever  seen  him  when  he  invented  (^uasi- 


!    I 


i'lifiiig  this  parenthesis  an  absurd  sound  f(dl  on  our  ears; 

■  :.■••  :iiet  snore  from  my  father  gave  us  to  umL/rsiand  that 
-■:•<•.■  V  lie  took  very  little  interest  in  all  tiiese  explanations 
..•:\';i  in  his  name,  or  that  he  thought  them  too  prolix. 
'■I'l'iir  it  was  his  conceit  as  an  orator  th:)t  was  nettled,  or 
•  '?a!  el.-e  it  was  that  rouseil  Jacipies  lirichcteau's  tomi)er,  I 
■.  '•'•  not,  but  he  started  to  his  feet  with  annoyance,  and  vio- 

!;::\  -hook  the  sleeper's  arm,  exclaiming: 

■■\\  !iat.  ManjuisI — if  you  sleep  like  this  when  sitting  in 
'   IK' '  i|,  my  word!  the  country  must  be  well  governed  I"' 

'1  'le  Sallenauve  opened  his  eyes,  shook  himself,  and  speak- 
■  L'  !■■  ine,  he  said: 

■"K\(  use  me,  M.  le  Comte,  hut  1  have  traveled  ])ost  for  ten 
;.i>-  and  uights  without  stopping,  in  order  to  be  iu  time  to 
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meet  -uu  Iumv;  and  tl.nii^^h  1  >|m.|ii  la,~t  iii-lit  in  a  hed,  I  an, 
still  rallicr  iircd.  " 

Jlc  then  n.sr.  i(,(.k  a  lar-v  [i;iii!i  of  .-.miir,  and  paced  lb- 
rofjiii.  \\iulc  .laiijin-v  Uritlirw  an   w^'Ui  (in: 

"It  i>  rallirr  nmiv  liiaji  a  war  Mncc  I  liix  lizard  au'ain  I'imi- 
your  falhrr.  He  expianied  hi;.  1,,,!^^  silemv  and  his  iiurp.-,.. 
fnr  Villi.  ,siyin,::  thai,  prihaji-  for  .-nmr  uai'.-  td  conic,  ii  wa- 
absolutidv  ncc(-si!'_v  ihat  he  .hMidd  .-nil  mainlain  llic  i^lriric-t 
incognito.  It  uas  .jn-t  then  that  chance  threw  you  in  w: 
way.  I  found  you  jire|iared  to  rush  into  any  folly  to  get  to  th..- 
bottom  of  the  secret  of  whuh  you  could  no  lon';rer  doubt  ih.. 

existence " 

"You  are  good  at  a  (|uick  removal!"  said  I,  with  a  laiijih 
to  the  crewhile  lodger  of  the  {^)uai  de  Hethune. 

"J  did  belter  ihaa  that.  Tormented  by  the  idea  that,  in 
spite  of  my  eirorl.-,  you  would  succeei!  in  piercing  the  dark- 
iies>  !  had  so  elaborately  leii  you  in,  and  at  the  very  monieni 

wheii  M.  I,.  Manpiis  might  think  it  most  indispensable " 

"You  set  out  for  Stockholm?" 

"No,  for  your  father's  residence;  hut  I  posted  at  Stock- 
holm the  letter  he  gave  me  for  vou." 

"But  I  do  not  (juite  understand "' 

"Xothing  can  be  simpler."  said  th./  Manpiis  decisively.  "I 
do  not  live  in  Sweden,  and  we  wishid  to  put  you  otF  the  scent." 
"Would  you  wi>li  to  tell  the  rest  of  the'  story  yourself?" 
said  .Iae<iucs  Ikicheteau.  though  not  seeming  an.xious  to  be 
supcrsided  in  his  narrative;  for,  as  you  see.  he  has  an  easy 
and  •■legani  ilow  of  language. 

"Xot  at  <tll.  not  at  all — go  on,"  .said  the  Marquis;  "you  are 
doing  it  admirably." 

"The  presence  here  of  M.  le  ^rar(plis,"  Jacques  Brichotraii 
went  on,  "will  not,  as  I  must  warn  you,  immediately  clear  :!> 
all  the  mysteries  which  have  hitherto  complicated  your  rela- 
tiors.  For  the  furtherance  of  your  future  prospects,  and  of 
his  own,  ho  reserves  the  right  of  leaving  you  in  ignorance 
for  some  time  yet  of  the  name  of  the  country  where  he  liojiej 
to  see  you  invited  to  succeed  him,  and  of  certain  other  details 


-'*. 


THE    MEMBER    FOU    ARCIS 


215 


,  f  i  -  l.idj^Tiiphy.  Ill  fact,  he  is  liere  this  day  cliicfly  with  a 
v;tu  I')  avoi("'nfj  further  cxphuiatioMs.  and  to  renew  the 
,..i-(.  -..  to  speak,  of  your  patient  curiosity.  Ilavinir  ohserved 
riia!  V  ur  ((luivocal  family  circuinstaiicos  were  likely  to  in- 
v,.;v(  voii  111  difli(;ultics  in  the  political  career  you  are  enter- 
iiiL'-'ii.  or,  at  least,  in  mortifications,  on  my  makiiii;  a  remark 
'>!  \\-.n  ftrect  in  one  of  my  letters,  your  father  determined  to 
i-hi>  no  longer  the  Iv^^nl  and  ollieial  reco^niition  w'.iich  the 
-Mini  lion  of  all  his  family  m.ide  .-e  desirable  tor  vou  ,  and  he 
Ml  lA,:  from  his  distant  residence  to  carry  it  into  effect. 

•T'..-  recognition  and  ieirit imitation  of  a  natural  son  is 
i  >rri>,ns  matter,  surrounded  l)y  le;,ral  complications.  An 
luth.'titicated  athdavit  must  he  taken  in  the  presence  of  a 
:'  r:!rv;  and  even  though  the  father's  pei'-onal  d.'position 
;!•:  h.'  represented  hy  a  specially  prepared  (locuineiit,  M.  U' 
M;ir-;n:-  thought  that  the  formalities  indi-pen-ahh'  to  make 
•hi-  !..ucr  of  attorney  elfective  might  divulge  the  ^ecret  of 
h>  !•!■  i.tity.  not  only  to  your  disidvantage.  hut  in  the  foreign 
iiere  he  is  married,  and  to  some  rxtiMit  naturalized; 
':it  secret  it  is  still  incumhent  on  him  to  keep  for  a 
This  decided  him.  lie  made  an  e.\eu-e  to  take  a  few 
V--,-    afjsence,  arrived,  iH)stiug  all  the  way,  an<l  taking  me 

•  -  :r;.n>e.  arranged  for  our  meeting  here. 

■•ill   ilie   course  of   >U(h   a    long  and   hurried   journev   he 
'■iv-i\   ihat  the  eonsiderahle  sum   of  nmncy   he   is  devotinc 

-  i!M  v(,ur  election  nnght  not  he  (piite  safe  in  his  keeping, 
••'1  !if  therefore  transmitted  it  thivuigh  his  hankers,  to  he 
'  -  II  "11  a  certain  day.  Tliat  is  wiiy.  on  your  arrival,  I 
-Km]  von  the  question  which  nuiy  have  >urpri,-ed  vou. — Xow 
!  !"-'-■'  to  ask  you  another  of  f,,v  greater  importance:  Do  vou 
>''^'  nt  10  take  M.  de  Sallenative's  name  and  he  acknowledged 
■  '■■  !i  in  as  his  son?" 

"i  :.ni  no  lawyer,"  said  1  :  "i)ut  it  seems  to  me  that,  even 
■  •    i:d  not  feel  highlv  honoretl  hv  it,  it  does  not  lie  in  my 


:,i!!.! 


n;:n 


'.-  to  decline  such  a  recognition." 
!'g  your  pardon,"  said  daeipie,-  Bricheteau  :  "you  might 
'■  :^on  of  a  very  undesirable  father,  and  find  it  to  your 


/ 
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interest  to  dispute  1 


II'  i'rli,tiiin>lii|i :  in  the  ca-'O  as  it  stand 


you  could  jilrad,  |n-nli;ili|y  with  >iii(t^>,  to  dccliuf  the  favor 
propost'd.     I  oiiL'lil  al-'i  to  till  you — aiul  1  know  that  1  am 


(■xpn'ssmir  III'"  iiilfiit  inii^  id 


not  think  a  man  \vl 


M. 


Mariiui;: — that    if  vou  do 


ou 


t  of 


u  lia>  aliTailv  spriU.  ha 


ilf  a  II 


liliion  of  franc- 


porki'l  with  a  \  irw  to  your  clcrtion  a  fat  it  altoget!iLr 
to  your  mind,  ue  Icavi'  yun  jRrfi-rtly  fnc,  ami  iiavo  no  wish 
to  coiTii'  you." 

"Quite  so,  quite  so,"  said  .M.  di'  Salleiiauve,  in  a  short,  sharp 
tone  and  the  thin  lii^di  jiipr  winch  is  peculiar  to  these  relics 
of  the  old  ari>lii(.  racy. 

uiird   me   to  say  that   I   was  only  too 
1  on  me ;  and 


il 


ere  politeness   req 
py  to  acccjit  the  parr'-taire  thus  jiressed  on  me;  and  in 


haji 

reply  to  the  fi'W 

teau  went  on : 


Uolll 


I  sjioke  to  that  etfcet,  Jacques  Brichc 


And  we  do  not  a>k  vuu  to  "Imv  a  futli 
it) 


;•  in  a  pi 


ike.'— X 


so  much  with  a  \iew  to  c-ominaiul  vour  cnniidciU'e,  which  he 


las  wi 


Ml,  as  to  eiialiK'  y-ui  to  jud^^f-e  of  the  faiuih 


believes  he  ! 

whose  inline  you  will  bear.  .M.  le  Marquis  will  place  before  you 

all  the  title-deeds  ami  ])archments  that  ai'c  in  his  possession; 


d  besides  this,  iIioul;]!  it  is  a  loii^r  time  since  he  left  Fra 


an 


lie  can  prove 


ncc. 


his 


iiit-ntitv  bv  the  evidence  of  his  still 


livins 


contemporaries,  which  will  .-erve  to  corroborate  tlie  vali 


ditv 


>f  tl 


le  act  he  will  put  Ins  name  to. 


■or  instance,  amoiiir  tho 


ibl 


persons  ot  unimpeaciiaiili'  luuior  wiio  iiave  already  recogin 


zed 


um. 


1 


mav  mention  the  veiural)! 


.M> 


Ursuline  Sisters  here.  Mother  Marie  des  A 


)iher  Superior 


)f  the 


nire.- 


-for  whom. 


1  mav  a 


dd. 


vou 


have  e.xec  uted  a  inasterr 


lece. 


'If 


*Ves,  on  mv  honor,  a  verv  prettv  thi 

iiti 


n<' 


aid  the 


Marqui* 


you  are  as  strong  m  politics — — 
"Well,    then,    Manpiis,"    said    Jacques    Ericheteau,    who 
seemed  to  me  a  li.tle  overljcariiiir.  "will  vou  and  our  voun^ 


f 


rieiut  procei 


d  t. 


)  veril V  those 


famih 
1  I. 


papers 


It  IS  quite  unnecessary,     san 
And  1  must  own  tluii  it  did  not  seem  to  me  that  I  was  run- 


ning anv  great  risk;  for,  after  all,  of  what 


consequence  were 


such  papers  in  the  hands  of  a  man  who  might  have  forged  or 
stolen  them? 
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Hut  111}-  father  would  not  lot  iiic  ofT;  for  more  than  two 
!-;;r^  h-  -prcad  before  me  deods,  pedigrees,  setth'ment?,  letters 
;ui':i!.  a  ihoiisand  documents,  to  prove  tliat  the  Salleiifiuves 
.iri,  uith  the  exccptiun  of  ihc  ('in<]-('vf.'-nes,  one  of  the  ol<h'Pt 
!.iii.:Iies  in  the  I'rovincc  of  fhampa^nie  generally,  and  of  the 
.i.|Mrtnient  of  the  Aube  in  particular.  I  may  add  that  this 
.;:-[i!.iv  of  archives  had  a  running  accompaniment  of  endleps 
:r:;iils  in  words,  which  certainly  gave  the  identity  of  llic  last 
Mai', Ills  de  Sallenauve  a  very  convincing  semblance  of  genu- 


iMi  all  other  subjects  my  father  is  apt  to  be  laconic;  his 
11!..]  1.-  not,  I  should  say,  remarkably  open,  and  he  is  alwavs 


1111! 


n.iily  to  \vi\\v  his  Chancellor  to  speak  for  him.  Hut  on  the 
-■i'.i'rf  of  his  family  pajiers  he  was  bcwildcringly  full  of 
aii..'ioi(-.  reminiscences,  aiwl  heraldic  information;  in  short, 
'!:■■  (-iMplete  gcntlcnian  of  an  older  time,  ignorant  or  super- 
'.:.:!  "II  nio^t  sniijccis,  but  a  Benedictine  for  iTiiditiou  on 
•  ■..r;. thing  connected  with  his  ancestors. 

Till  re   wc   should   have   sat.    T    iiclii've.    till    now    but    for 
i'ir:i  lniiMirs  intervention:  as  he  miw  the   Manpiis  preparing 

■  '  'iiiiplctf  his  endless  chronicle  liy  reading  aloud  to  me  a 

■  '  'millions  in<';i;or;al.  intended  to  refute  a  certain  ])a-sage  in 
•■:  ■  Ih-fnriittrs  of  Taliemant  i\<>^  IJeaux,  which  was  not  writ- 
■■■•   :-  the  honor  and  glory  f.f  the  Sallenauves.  the  judicious 

"ji'-iM  remarked  that  it  was  dinner-tinie  if  we  meant  to 
:■;■■'  punctually  at  seven  at  .Maitre  Achille  I'igoidl's  ofhce, 
-  i:.!ii  been  arranged. 

>"  ue  dined,  not  at  the  f'lhlr  tl'InVp.  but  in  a  private  room. 
I;.'!'"  \       nothing  remarkable  about  the  meal,  unless  it  were 

■  '    i  r.glii  of  time  it  lasted  in  consequence  of  the  ab.sorbcd 
:  :.e  and  slowness  of  the  >rar(iuis'  deglutition,  in  conse- 

' '   nf  the  loss  of  all  his  teeth. 

•^•'  liv  seven  o'clock  we  were  at  Maitre  Pigoult's 

i!  -   it  is  near  on  two  in  the  morning,  and  1  am  dropping 

^i  '  ;>:  so.  till  to-morrow, — when,  if  I  have  time.  I  will  go  on 

'   '■!  this  letter  and  the  circumstantial  account  of  all  that  took 

l'!-i'e  in  the  notary's  office.     However,  you  know  the  upshot 


i!18 
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(if  it  all,  liki'  a  man  svlm  turn.-  tu  ilic  [ia;'f  of  a  novel  to  sec 
wlk'tlicr  Kvclitiii  niarrus  licr  Arllnir,  and  vmi  may  l<'t  nui  utf 
the  ilolails.  As  I  ,-|f|i  into  ln-il,  1  .>.liall  ^a}■  to  my>flt':  Guud- 
nighl.  M.  (Ic  Sallcnaiac. 

In  fai  t,  that  old  laMal  r.riclictcau  was  clumsy  (>nough  in 
foisting  nil  nic  >nrli  a  name  as  Dorlangf,  it  was  only  fit  for 
some  hero  of  rdcianrc  under  tiif  Kiupire.  or  one  of  the  pm- 
vineial  tenoi>  on  the  lo^kiiUt  for  an  engagement  under  the 
meagre  siiaiie  of  the  i'alai  — Iviyah  Vou  will  owe  me  no 
grmlgi'.  I  trn-l.  fw,  h^aviii,'  ymi  in  favdr  I'f  my  bed.  where  I 
shall  fall  a-iirj.  to  thr  -oft  nninuurs  of  the  Aid)e.  In  the 
unsjM'akahlc  >tilliie^s  of  {]\,'  night  in  a  small  eoiititry  towti. 
I  can  liear  its  rijiplis  from  thi.'j  room. 


May  4.  fve  in  the  mnrning 


1  had 


eounied  on  siuirihers  <rladi 


li  led  hv  the  fairest  dre; 


nl^ 


and  1  had  not  iircii  a-lrep  one  hour  when  I  woke,  stung  to  tlie 
(juick  hy  a  Imrrihli'  thnnght.  I5ut  before  eominunieating  it  to 
you — for  it  really  has  no  eommon-sensi^— I  must  tell  you 
wliat  took  [ilaci'  la.-i  evming  at  the  notary's.  Some  of  the 
ineidents  (d'  that  seein'  may  perhaps  have  had  something  to  ilo 
with  the  phanta>magoria  that  have  .-iiiee  daneed  through 


niv 


jram. 


\fter  .Mail re  I'igotilt's  maid-servant,  a  eountrv  woneli 


.1  us  il 


of  the  [»ure>t   hree<|. 
vem-rably  antiiiue  t}])e — v,  hen' 
seen  working  in  the  eveiiini:.  as  m  I'aris 

1 


iroU'Mi  an  ottiee  o 


f  the 


most 


)wever.  no  clerks  were  to 


1)0 


:— she  ?h 


owC' 


us  into 


tier  masters  private  room,  a  large  mom.  cold  anu  ilamp,  ami 
harelv  li'rhted  1)'    luo  composition  candles  on  the  desk.     Xot- 


withstandini:  •■! 


'I 
irp  north 


wind  that  was  blowing,  in  honor 


of  the  poet"s  month  of  May  and  of  the  sp 


t  tl 


us  season  ot  the  vear. 


tl 


aw  a 
lough  the  wood  wa^ 


ring,  as  decl.ired  by 
■re  was  no  lire  ou  the  hearth. 


aid 


lor  a  chee 


rful  l)laze. 


M ait  re  A 

with  ^nuill- 


cliille 


'iiToult.  a   fcclile  little  man,  niiuh  marked 


am 


I  alii 


icted  with  greet-,  spectacles,  over  w 


hich. 


houever.  he  can  lla>h  a  look  <<\'  great  keenness  and  intelligence, 
asked  us  if  we  found  tlie  nx.ni  warm  enough.     On  our  reply- 


ing 


in  tl 


le  athrmative- 


-wl 


iich  lie  inu 


;t  have  seen  was  a  mere 
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frn;  of  politcnt'ss — he  had  carried  li 


lis  incendiary  purpose  so 


nil  Diie  lit  tiic  (lar 


rke.-t 


conifrs 


til  strike  a  match,  when,  fn 
'  rodiii.  a  broken  atid  iiuaverin;:  Miice,  w  ho.~e  owner  wo 


lint   vet  di.-eern 


ippiised  till-  lavi-!i  e\t  rava;.'a! 


ice. 


All.  no.  Achille.    'ii  not  li;,dit  ll,e  tire."  iTieil  tl Id  man. 


T'.Te  are   live  nf 


u-  11!  tlie  r<inin  :  th 


if  heat,  ai 


e  candles  ;jive  a  ^oo( 


\i\  ue  -li 


nil  he  sutfoeateil  liefofe  Ion;;. 


these  words  uf  this  hnt-hliindiil  .Xe.-tiir,  the  .M 


annus  ox- 


r:.i:iiieil 


Uliy,    it    is    worthy    .M.    I'l^^oult,    the   old   justice   of    tl 


le 


The  old   man,  tlius   nio^rnized.   rose  and  came  up  to   my 


fi'  I'-r.  whom  he  examined  narrii'.-.  Iv. 


)e  sure 


1  h 


-aid  tu 


And  I  know 


vou  for  a  native  o 


f 


iroviiice.  of  the  old  lilock  ;  .\chille  tohl  nie  the  truth  when 


iromisod   me  that    I 


V 


lioiild   meet   two  (lid  aci|uaintances. 


said  he  to  the  oruMnist.  "are  little  P.richeteau.  nephew 
t  '  the  (rood  Mother-Superior  Marie  des  .Xn.ires.  P)Ut  that  tall 
ft  ll'iw.  with  his  face  like  a  duke — I  cannot  put  a  name  to  1 


inn 


iiiil  you  must  not  he  too  hard  on  my  memory,  for  after 
t;;:h!y-si.\  years  of  hard  .service — it  has  a  right  to  he  a  little 
."titi  m  the  joints." 

■'Now.  then,  grandfather,"  said  Achille  rigoult.  "try  to 
fi:!ii~li  up  your  recollections — and  yon,  gentlemen,  not  a 
k^'iil.  not  a  hint.— 1  v.-ant  to  enlighten  my  faith.  I  have  not 
If  ■   liiinor  of  knowing  the  client  on  whose  behalf  I  am  about 


■t.  and,  to  be  strictly  regular,  proof  of  his  identit 


V  is  re- 


The  act  of  f.ouis  XII..  passed  in  1  1!»S,  and  of  Fr 


in- 


confirming  it,  in  M)'.]:,.  make  th 


■ili's-iiolc.'i  as  they  were  called — to  forefend 
if  parties  to  such  deeds.     The  law  is  ti 


IS  imperative  on  i,otaries 


fall 


anv  substitu- 


o  reasonal)le  to 


en  into  desuetude;  and.   for  my  part,   I   should  not 


\\]\\U< 


!he  smallest  respect  for  tlie  validity  of  an  act  if 
'Ved  that  such  identification  had  been  neirlected. 


It  cini 


Id 


his  son  was  speaking,  old   I'lgoult  had 


oki 


■niory.     My  father,  by  ;.n'od   luck.  1 
of  his  features,  which 


oeen  racking 

las  a  queer  nervous 

as  naturally  aggravated  under 
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TFii;  mf;.mi{i:u  ioic  aiuis 


till',    ^tl■:!(iv    iMZc    1,1"    llir    icMifi 


IT.        Oil     X'.llli,'     till.-     1 


mi-<'ular 


IllOVCIlinil,  till'  n|i|    lawstT.lI    l.l.-l    -ImiIIciI    hi-   liKitl. 


All.  1 


li;l\i'   i! 


:iiiii''l.     ■■Muii-i.'iir  i>  tlif  Ma 


I"   '■.ill    till'    (iriiiiitri 


r<|ui- 


«■;•■-    uii 


<U'  Salh'iiami'  -tlir  in.-ni  \\r 
Won  III.  a!  llii>  (lav.  In-  ilir  ma  Met-  <>(  ihc  ('h.'it.aii  ilWrci.-  if 
liati  liiit  iiiaiTicil  III-  [iifttv  c.MiMn,  ulio  had  il  i'nv  her  inarri.ij.- 
|)<ii1ii>n.  iii.-lcail  ui'  L^mii^'  olF  with  the  rv>\  n{  tlif  iiiailincii  .i. 
ail  t'liiii/ri." 

"Still  a  hit  of  a  sinis-nihillf,  it  woiihj  scciii,"  said  the  M 


ir- 


qui.>i,  hiiiirhin;;. 
"(o^ntli'liiell. 


aid  the  notary  iinpi'i--  i\ 


,  "thi'  t.'<t  [  ha,l 
hi>  v\  idfiicf  and  ih- 


o  ,<in)iiii! 


|r;|t. 


plainictl   M't'IU-    to    liir    to    hr   di(i>l\i' 

pa|HTs  which  M.  Ir  .Manini-  ha.-  hccii  i:ond  r!iouj,di  t 
to  inc.  Icavint:  tlichi  in  my  hand-.  to;:cihiT  with  the  ccrtit 
of  identity  forwarded  to  iiie  hy  .Mother  Mane  i\v<  Aii<,'es.  wlin 
is  pr.iiiihited  hy  the  rule.-  of  her  hou.-.'  from  coming  to  inv 
ollice,  certainly  ju.-tify  ns  in  coiniiletin<,f  the  t\vvd<  whi.li  I 
have  already  prepared.     One  of  iheni  nM|niiv.-  the  .-i^Miatnr.'  of 


t'.vo  witnes.- 

other.  ii:v  father,  if 


•'or  one,  we  have  here  M.  jJriehetiMU  ;  f 


or 


fiocms  to  me,  1.-  his  hv  ri;,H 
the  point  of  his  rneniorv. 


yon   will  accept   lum.  and   the  hoiinr.  it 
it.  for  We  may  sav  he  has  won  it  at 


'Well,  tiien.  jreiitl 


•men.  let  ns  take  our  seats!"  o.xcl, 


Brieheteaii  enthnsia.-ticallv. 

The  notary  seated  himself  at  his  tal 
circle,  and  hi>  hepui  to  road  the  iU-t'tlr-.     The  ohject 


iirncii 


lie ;  wo  mado  a  senii- 


was  set   forth — to  anthenticate  t 


in  vn'w 


he  recojrtiition  bv   Fra 


Henri-I'antaleon    Dnmirail.    Mar(|nis   de   Sallenauve.   of 


neois- 


son, 


in  my  person  :  hut  here  a  dillieultv  arose.     Deeds 


notary's  certificate  must  mention  the  place  of  residence  of 
contractin<j   parties,   otherw 


under  a 


ti.o 


i-e   llie\'    are   vni 


d.     X 


OW,     whel't' 


)V    tilt 


did  my  father  reside?  A  lilank  -pace  hail  been  left  I 
notary,  who  wished  to  fill  ir  uji  Iiefore  proceedin^j  anv  furth-r. 
"In  the  first  place,"  said  I'iLToiilt.  "it  would  seem  that  M. 
lo  Marquis  has  no  place  of  resideiuc  in  France,  since,  in  1.  . 
he  does  not  reside  in  the  country,  and  has  for  manv  years 
owned  no  hind  iu  it." 


TIIK    Mi:.MHi:i{    I  OK    AltCIS 


'Hit 


Tli;it  i>  true,"  sml  llir  M:ir(|iii-,  in  a  ;:r,i\t  r  tnnc  tlian  l! 


fi  !i  .lik  -!■•  iiu'il  to  call  I'nr  ;  "in  1- 


I 


iini  iiiit  a  vaLM 


bund.' 


•■.\lia'"  ^aid  .lacijuo  I'.iirhcicau,  'iiu!  '. a;^al)(itii|s  liki-  voti. 
w.  '  •  AW  hand  (i,<'r  on  the  nail  >iiili  ;,'il'i  -  to  a  -mi  a-  lln'  .-iim 
[111  c|' (I  to  [(urclia:-!'  a  nian.-inn,  aii'  not  lir;_'-i,'ai'-  \\f  nerd  wa^lr 
iiur  j)i!\  oil.  At  tlif  .-aiiir  IiMic,  uliat  \ou  ^a_v  i.-  trui-  -r(nially 
!:i,i  in  I'raiKc  <ir  cl-'-u  Iicit- I'or  uilli  \oiii-  mania  for  I'tiT- 
ii.ii!}  wandtTiii^'  it  sttiii.-  to  inc  jinlis  diilii  nil  to  naiiic  Noiir 
[liii  r  of  residence."" 

•Ucll.  well,"  said  .\(liille  l'i;,'oult.  "wi'  will  not  lie  hroii^dit 


t"  a  .-laiiil>till   l)V  .-mil  a  Irit 


Ic  a- 


that.— M 


on>iciir.     and   lie 


i:;:-:,.M 


I  to  me,  '"is  now  the  owner  of  the  Chateau  (T-Vrcis,  for 


.iL'rccnicnt  to  sell  is  equivalent  to  a  -a 


e   ulicl 


I  the  partie.s 


liTfccd  (I.-  to  the  term-  and  price.     'I'lien,  wiiat  can  he  more 
! ::itiiiid  than  that  the  fatlier"s  domicile  i^honld  he  stated  as  ut 

" I'  liis  son's  estates;  e.-]»ecially  when  it  is  family  property 

:-''\rrcd  to  the  ori^nnal  owners  hy  purdiase  for  that  .soil's 
ii':-'i;i,  tiunigli  paid  for  hy  the  father:  wlu'ii.  moreover,  that 
i'atliiT  was  born  in  the  place  where  the  .-aid  re.-ulence  or  doini- 
'  '•  i>  .-itiiated.  and  i-  known  and  reco^rnized  bv  residents 
•  !'    -tniidin^'    whenever,    at     Ion;,'    intersals,     he    chooses    to 

\i-it  It ;-" 

■■'.Mute  ri;,dit,"  .-aiil  old  l'ii,'oiilt.  vieldinir  without  hesitation 


Vi  ii;e  ar'Miment  set   forth  hv  hi? 


son,  in  that  emphatic  tone 
lev  believe  tin  v  have  laid 


liliar  to  men  of  business  when  tl 
;r  finger  on  a  conclusive  opinion. 
'■' rtainly,""   said   ■laccpies    Hrielieteau,   "if  you  think   the 


!!!::  c 


nil  be  worked 


■■^iMi  see  that  my  father,  a  man  of  ^/reat  e.xpericneo,  does 


sitate  to  sup])ort  my  opinion. — So  we 


will  sav,     ac 


Ided 


»tarv,  takiiii' 


up  Ins  |ien 


''•aiii  iiis-llenri-1'antaleon 


I  till! 


U'ai 


1,  Manpiis  de  Salleiiauvt-,  rc.-idiiii,'  with  .M.  Charle.s 


>.dlenauve,  his  natural  ^on  le>ritimized  hv  this  act.  in  tl 


viiown  as  the  Chateau  d'Arcis  in  the  di-trict  of  A 


10 

rcis- 


•  .\ube,  department  of  the  Aube."  ""— And  the  re.st  of  the 

■  i  was  road  without  any  liiteli. 

i  lieu  followed  a  very  ridiculous  little  seene. 
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All   having   signed,    while    vve    were    still    standing   there, 
Jacques  Briclieteau  .-aid: 

"Now,  M.  le  ("unite,  eniliraee  your  father." 
My  father  opened  hi>  arm-  uiiii  no  small  indifTerence,  and 
I  coldly  fell   into  them,  vexed  witli  myself,  however,  for  nut 
being  more  deejily  ino\ed  or  feeling  in  my  heart  the  glow  of 
kindred  blood. 

Were  this  coldness  and  dryness  the  result  of  my  rapid  in- 
crease of  fortune?— .\t  any  rale,  immediately  after," by  another 
deed  which  we  had  to  li>ien  to.  1  became,  in  consideration  of 
a  sum  of  a  hundred  and  eighty  thousand  francs  in  ready 
money,  possessor  of  tlie  Cliateau  d'Arcis,  a  fine  large  house 
which  I  had  noticed  from  afar,  lording  it  over  the  country 
with  quite  a  feudal  air.  though  the  proj)hetic  voice  of  the 
proprietor  was  lu)  more  heard  within  me  than  that  of  blood 
relationship.  The  importance  of  this  ])roperty  as  bearing  on 
my  election,  even  if  I  had  not  been  instinctivdy  aware  of  it, 
would  have  been  made  clear  to  me  by  a  few  words  that  passed 
between  the  notary  and  .7ac(iues  Hricheteau.  After  the  man- 
ner of  sellers,  who  will  still  run  up  the  value  of  their  goods 
even  after  they  have  paiied  with  them: 

"You  may  think  yourselves  lucky."  said  Achille  Pigoult; 
"you  have  got  that  estate  for  a  nuTc  song." 

"Stuff  and  nonsense!"  retorted  Briclieteau.  "How  long 
have  you  had  it  on  your  hands?  To  anyl)ody  else  your  client 
would  have  sold  it  for  fifty  thousand  crowns,  but  as  a  family 
property  you  nuide  us  i)ay  for  the  chance  of  having  it.  W'e 
shall  have  to  spend  tv.enty  thousand  francs  in  making  it  hab- 
itable; the  ground  will  hardly  return  four  thousand  francs  a 
year;  so  our  money,  including  expenses,  will  not  bring  in  two 
and  a  half  per  cent." 

"What  have  you  to  complain  of?"  replied  the  notary;  "you 
will  have  to  employ  labor,  and  that  is  not  bad  luck  for  a 
candidate." 

"Ah,  that  election,"  said  Jacques  Briclieteau.  "We  will 
talk  that  over  to-niorrow  when  we  come  to  pay  over  the  money 
for  the  house,  and  our  debt  to  vou." 
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'riieroupon  wo  canu-  away,  and  returned  to  the  Hotel  de  la 
I'i,.<tt\  where,  after  paying  good-night  to  my  father  and  his 
inmithpioce,  I  retired  to  my  room  to  chat  with  you. 

And  now  for  the  dreadful  idea  which  drove  away  sleep  and 
nia<ic  mo  take  up  my  pon  again;  I  must  tell  you  what  it  was, 
ihdiigh,  having  roliovod  mvi^olf  a  little  by  writing  these  two 
]i,i.;.'is,  it  does  not  seem  to  mo  so  prossingly  evident  as  it  did 
jiirt  now.  One  thing  at  least  is  certain — everything  that  has 
(iiiiif  into  my  life  during  the  past  year  is  prodigiously  ro- 
iiiiiiitip.  You  will  perhaps  say  that  adventures  seem  to  form 
!!if  natural  current  of  my  life;  that  my  birth,  the  coincidence 
that  threw  us  together  with  a  strange  similarity  of  fate,  my 
|i'-.tiuii  with  regard  to  Marianina,  and  my  handsome  house- 
ktr|i(r.  even  my  mooting  and  actpiaintance  with  Mme.  de 
I'lv-inrude,  seem  to  suggest  that  1  was  born  under  a  whimsical 
Mar.  and  that  1  am  even  now  living  uiidrr  the  influence  of  one 
of  i!>  vagaries.  Ab.solutely  true.  Still,  if  at  the  .same  time, 
aiui  under  the  .same  influence,  1  should  i)e  involved,  without 
knowing  it,  in  some  diabolical  plot  of  which  1  am  being  made 
the  passive  tool  I 

To  give  my  ideas  some  little  order,  I  will  begin  at  that  half 
rMillion  of  francs  spent,  as  you  must  allow,  on  a  somewhat 
iiiliuious  dream — that  of  one  day  possibly  seeing  mo  a  Minis- 
tt  r  to  .<omo  imaginary  court  heaveti  knows  where,  the  name 
1)1  ;Mg  carefully  concealed.  .\nd  who  is  it  that  lavishes  such 
filmlous  sums  on  me?  A  father  toiidorly  devoted  to  the  child 
cf  a  lost  love? — No — a  father  whose  demeanor  is  ab.solutely 
'•'il'i.  who  goes  to  sleep  while  the  l)alance-sheet.  as  it  were,  of 
mil-  ri'ciprocal  relations  is  being  read  to  me;  for  whom  I  on 
iti\  part,  and  more's  the  pity,  have  no  sympattiy,  whom  I 
>i:oiil(i.  in  fact.  descril)e  as  an  old  owl  of  an  hnii/re,  but  for 
tile  filial  respect  and  alfecfion  I  try  to  feel. — But  now,  I  say, 
-ipiiosing  this  num  were  not  my  father,  wore  not  even  the 
M.iv.|iiis  de  Sallenauvo,  as  he  assumes  to  be;  supposing  that, 
liK-  that  luckless  Lucion  de  Ruitempre — whoso  story  made 
'ii  h  a  noise  at  the  time — I  wore  wrapped  in  the  coils  of  some 
>''!|>ent  of  the  type  of  the  sham  priest  Carlos  Horrera,  and  to 
v\uke  nresentlv  to  the  frightful  truth! 
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"What  possible  chance  is  there  of  that?"  you  will  say. 
"Carlos  Ilerrera  had  an  object  in  fascinating  Lucien  de  Ru- 
benipre;  but  what  lioid  can  any  one  have  over  you,  a  man  of 
principle,  who  have  never  looked  for  luxury,  who  have  led  a 
life  of  study  and  hard  work  ? — and  above  all,  what  is  to  be  got 
out  of  you  Y' 

Well  and  -rood.  Hut  is  the  professed  and  apparent  object 
of  these  men  any  clearer':'  Wiiy  does  the  man  who  recognizes 
me  as  his  son  conceal  tlie  name  of  the  place  helives  in. and  that 
by  which  he  himself  is  known  in  the  unknown  northern  land 
where  he  is  said  to  hold  ollicc?  Why  so  liftle  confidence  and 
so  many  sacrifices  on  my  l^ehalfy — And  does  it  seem  to  you 
that,  in  spite  of  his  lengthy  explanations,  Jacques  Brichet'eau 
has  satisfactorily  accounted  for  the  mystery  in  which  he  has 
wrapj)ed  my  life?  Why  his  dwarf!'  Why  his  impudent 
denial  of  liis  own  identity  the  first  time  I  addressed  him? 
Why  that  frantic  flitting? 

All  this,  my  dear  fidhtw,  whirling  in  my  brain  and  culmi- 
nating in  the  five  hundred  thouKind  francs  paid  over  to  ine  by 
the  brothers  Mongenod,  seems  to  lend  substance  to  a  queer 
notion,  at  which  you  will  laugh  jierliaps,  but  which  is  not 
without  foundation  in  the  annah-;  of  crime.  As  I  said  at  first, 
I  was  invaded  by  it,  and  its  suddenness  seems  to  give  it  the 
character  of  an  instinctive  apprehension.  One  thing  is  cer- 
tain: If  1  had  had  the  most  distant  inkling  of  it  last  evening. 
I  would  have  had  my  hand  cut  off  sooner  than  sign  that  deed, 
binding  uj)  my  life  and  f(»rtunes  with  those  of  a  stranger 
whose  destiny  may  he  as  dark  as  a  canto  of  Dante's  inferno. 
and  who  may  drag  me  with  him  into  the  blackest  depths. 

In  short,  this  idea — while  1  am  making  you  l»eat  about  the 
bush,  not  liking  to  i)e  fraidc  witli  ycni — is  in  its  blank  cruditv 
just  thi<:  I  am  afraid  lest  I  am  unwittingly  the  agent  of  oiif 
of  those  associations  of  eoiners  who.  in  order  to  put  their 
spurious  currency  into  circulation,  have  been  fre(pH'ntIv  dis- 
covered by  justice  in  the  acl  of  conspiracies  and  scJiemes 
quite  as  cotupli,  ated  and  inextricaiile  as  this  with  wdiich  I 
am  now  mixed  up.     In  these  trials  we  constantly  see  that  the 
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aivi  ■nplices  make  many  and  long  journeys;  they  deal  in  bills 
,irau  1  in  remote  spots  on  banks  in  important  commercial 
.v:\\rr~,  or  in  such  capital  cities  as  Stockhohn,  Rotterdam,  or 
I'.in-.  And  we  constantly  find  their  uiihap[)y  dupes  impli- 
i',.!  11  the  (a>e.  Now  in  this  man  Hriclu'teau's  mysterious 
pr  .1.  ,ilin,i:s.  do  y<m  not  detect  a  sort  of  imitation  or  mimicry 
..f  liir  iiunKcuvrt's  to  which  these  ingenious  criminals  have 
r-  i;i:h'.  u>ing  tliem  with  such  talent  and  inuiginative  skill  as 
;.i;:,aii((-writcrs  might  long  for? 

.\~  yiui  may  su})pose,  I  have  represented  to  myself  every 
,iri:iiint<nt  that  can  tell  against  this  gloomy  view  of  the  case; 
,!!:<!  ;!'  1  do  not  state  them  here,  it  is  because  I  wish  to  have 
':■  ■  ;  iniiii  you,  and  so  give  them  a  value  which  they  would 
111-'  lo  have  if  1  had  inspired  them.  Of  oiu>  thing  I  am 
'■'■yUi',]i:  1  am  living  in  an  unwliolc^oirie  atmosphere,  thick  and 
.'.'  r\  :  1  want  air,  and  1  cannot  liicatlie. 

Snll.  if  you  can,  reassure  me,  convince  me;  T  shall  be  only 
_';:.L  a~  you  may  well  su])pose,  to  find  it  all  a  bad  dream.  But, 
11  H  y  rate,  no  later  than  to-morrow  1  mean  t<^  have  an  cx- 
;i!aii,itinn  with  both  these  men.  and  get  a  little  more  light  on 
:h.'  Miiiject  than  has  as  vet  been  vouchsafed  me. 


ii 

i  h. 

:i'!if 


■re  is  a  new  aspect  to  the  story.  While  I  was  writing 
inl  tlie  clatter  of  horses  in  the  street.  Having  grown 
u>iful,  and  inclined  to  take  a  serious  view  of  every  inci- 

I  opened  my  window,  and  by  tlie  pale  light  of  daybreak  I 
!i  the  inn  door  a  post-chaix — horses.  ])ostilion,  and  all — 

to  start,  and  .Iac(iues  Rricheteau  talking  to  somebody 
'  .  whose  face  was  hidden  by  the  peak  of  his  traveling 

I  .icted  at  once:  I  I'an  downstai..-:  but  before  I  reached 
oiioin,  I  heard  the  dull  clatter  of  wi-.eels  and  the  rintrintr 
-  of  the  whip — a  sort  of  parting  song  witli  all  postilions. 

I  lie  foot  of  the  stairs  I  stood  face  to  face  with  Jacques 
'■■lean. 

•1  111  the  least  emliarras^od.  he  said,  with  perfect  sim- 
'  :  "What  I  up  already,  my  dear  boy?" 

'5 
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"Of  course,"  said  I.  "the  least  I  could  do  was  to  say  good- 
bye to  my  most  kind  fatlicr." 

"He  did  not  wish  it."  said  the  confounded  musician,  with  a 
cool  solemnity  that  mad.'  me  lon^r  to  thrash  him.  "He  was 
afraid  of  the  a-ritation  of  a  parting." 

"He  is  in  a  devil  nf  a  hurry,"  said  I,  "if  he  could  not  spare 
one  day  to  his  brand-new  paternity." 

"Wliat  can  J  say?  II..  is  an  od.lity.  He  has  done  what  he 
came  to  do.  an.l  hi'  saw  no  reason  to  remain  any  longer." 

"T-  he  sure,,  the  high  functions  he  fulfils  in  that  northern 
court " 

There  could  h..  no  mistake  as  to  the  deeply  ironical  tone 
with  which  I  spoke. 

_    "Till   now,"   sai.l    Brieheteau,   "vou   hav.-   put   more  tru^t 
in  us." 

""^cs,  but  J  eonfess  that  my  confl.leiue  is  beginning  to  be 
sliaken  by  the  ponderous  mysteries  that  are  so  unmercifully 
and  incessantly  pile.l  upon  it." 

"1  slK.uld  really  be  most  distres.sed,"  said  Jac(pies  Briehe- 
teau, "at  si'eingyoM  give  way.  at  this  critical  moment,  t.)  these 
doubts,  which  are  certainly  justili.'.l  bv  the  wav  v.)u  have  been 
dealt  with  during  ,<>  numy  years,  if  I  ha.l  iionj  but  personal 
arguments  or  .-tat.'inents  to  count. Tvail  them.  Hut  v.)u  umv 
remember  that  ..Id  i'igoult,  last  .'viing.  sp.^ke  of  an'  aunt  of 
mine  in  these  parts,  and  you  will  see  before  long  that  she  is 
a  j)erson  ..f  considerable  iinp.u-tanc.'.  I  mav  a. Id  that  her 
sacred  dignity  gives  ab^.tlul.'  aiilli.u-iiv  to  lu'r  word.  1  had 
arrange.l  that  we  should  s.'e  b.  r  in  any  cax'  to-dav;  but  give 
me  only  time  to  shave  myself,  an.l  in  si'.ii..  of  its  being  so  earlv 
we  will  go  al  once  to  the  rrsniiiie  c.mvcnt.  Vouoin  then 
question  Mother  .Mane  des  Anges,  who  is  regarded  as  a  saint 
throughout  th.'  dei-artment  of  the  .Vube,  and  by  the  end  of  the 
intervii'W,  I  faiuy,  no  cloud  will  hang  b -tween  us." 

All  the  time  this  strange  man  was  talking  his  countenance 
was  s..  unmistakably  honest  and  benevolent  ;  his  language— 
always  calm,  .'l.'gant.  and  moderatt — is  s.)  persuasive  nrhis 
audi.'nce.  ibat  I  f.'lt  the  tide  of  my  wrath  ebbing  and  mv  c.uifi- 
donce  reviving. 
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III  fiK-t.  llu'  aii£-\ver  was  final.  Tlio  Frsuliiio  convent,  bless 
nu'!  I  iniini  1)0  a  mint  fur  fal.-o  coin  ;  and  if  Mother  Marie  dcd 
Aiii:'-  \^il!  ant^wiT  for  my  father,  as  it  would  avni  she  has 
airiMil}  (lone  to  the  notary,  1  shduld  Ije  mad  to  feel  any  fur- 
;!irr  .l.'ultts. 

■•\ .  ry  well,"'  said  I,  '"I  will  ij;o  upstairs  for  my  hat  and  wait 
l'..ryMii  im  the  hank  of  the  river." 

•J''  -11.  And  kee])  an  eye  on  the  dour  of  the  inn  for  fear 
i  -•!  silil  make  a  holt,  as  I  did  from  the  (^uai  de  P.etluine!" 

T:,'  man  is  as  (lever  as  can  he;  he  seems  to  read  one's 
ti."ii_'lii~.  I  was  ashamed  of  my  distrust,  and  said  that  while 
waiii'.^:  I  would  finish  a  letter. — This  is  it,  my  dear  friend, 
a!!i!  I  iiiust  now  close  it  and  post  it  if  it  is  to  reach  you  in  due 
tinii.    .\nothcr  dav  I  will  tell  vou  of  our  visit  to  the  convent. 


Mnrie-Gaston  to  Madame  la  Cotntesse  de  VEstorade. 

Anns  SIT.  ArBE.  ifay  6,  1839. 

Mahame, — T  should  in  any  case  have  availed  mvself  with 
plia-ii'i  of  your  commands  that  1  should  write  to  you  during 
!!iy  'lay  here;  hut  you  have  no  idea  how  <rreat  was  your  kind- 
ri.->  111  ixratinjj  me  so  iirecious  a  favor.  But  for  you,  madanie, 
and  the  honor  I  may  have  of  occasionally  writing  to  you,  what 
woiiid  heeome  of  nie,  a  i)rey  to  the  accustomed  tyranny  of  my 
t-aii  llioughts,  in  a  town  where  there  is  no  society,  no  commerce, 
no  ntjjcet  of  interest,  no  pretty  environs,  and  where  intellec- 
tual a.-tivity  is  limited  to  the  production  of  pickled  pork, 
N'l'i  -nap,  stockings,  and  cotton  night-caps? 

i'orlange,  whom  I  shall  not  continue  to  call  hy  that  name — 
Villi  >!iall  presently  learn  why — is  so  much  absorhed  in  the 
'■■dV'-  •>?  his  canvass  that  T  scarcely  ever  see  him.  1  told  you, 
ni  I'l.itni'.  that  I  was  ahout  to  join  o\ir  friend  here  in  conse- 
'1':'  Mm  of  some  disturbance  of  niind  that  I  was  aware  of  in  a 
i'M.  '■  telling  me  of  a  great  change  in  his  life  and  prospects. 
!  ■  :!:  now  allowed  to  be  more  explicit  on  the  subject — Dor- 
la;, -•  lit  last  knows  his  father.  He  is  tlie  natural  son  of  the 
ilar.|uis  de  Sallenauve,  the  last  survivor  of  one  of  the  oldest 
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fiiniihos  of  this  pn.viiuv.  Th..  .Man|iii.s  llioimh  <iivin<'  no 
explanation  of  the  rcomis  il,;u  I,.,|  to  his  kcvjMn-  his  '.niu 
Lnrth  so  i)rof,,ini(Ily  sccivt.  has  just  a(knoul,duv(i  liim  «i,h 
cvory  li-gal  funnalitv.  Al  the  >atiic  time,  he  has  |,iirchaMMl 
for  hiin  an  estate  which  had  hni-  since  cca.-ed  i,,  heh)n^'  to  the 
SaHenaiives.  and  whici.  will  now  a<,Min  he  a  fainilv  possession 
It  is  actiiallv  ill  Arcis.  and  it  seems  prohahh'  that  it  niav  hi 
advantageous  to  the  ekrtoral  schemes  just  now  under  "di^ 
cussion. 

llioso  sclioines  had  their  heginninj,'s  loiii^er  a:,'o  than  we 
supposed,  and  they  did  not  take  their  ris<.  in  DorhingeV  l)rain. 
The  Manjuis  iK-gan  liis  preparation^  ahin-e  a  vear^'since,  bv 
sondini:  his  son  a  hirire  sum  lo  enahle  him  to  ac(i"uire  tlie  ne'of. 
sary  qualification  liy  the  purchase  of  a  frcehohl :  and  it  is 
with  a  view  to  smonthing  the  way  to  political  a.lvancenient 
that  he  lias  given  his  son  a  name  and  title  and  jironertv  in 
this  town. 

What  the  ultimate  jnirpose  may  he  of  such  considerable 
expenditure  the  Marquis  has  never  explained  to  Charl-s  de 
Sall.'iiauve;  and  it  was  this  still  hazy  horiznn  to  iiis  sky  thiit 
led  the  poor  fellow  to  such  apprehensions  that,  as  a  friend. 
I  eould  do  no  less  than  hasten  to  alleviate  them.  The  Mar- 
quis, in  fact,  seems  to  he  as  eccentric  as  he  is  wealthy;  in- 
stead 01  remaining  at  Arcis.  where  his  presence  and  his' name 
might  have  contrihuted  to  the  success  he  is  so  anxious  for. 
on  the  very  day  after  carrying  out  all  the  formalities  re- 
quired hy  the  law.  he  set  out  privily  for  some  distant  country 
where  he  has,  it  would  seem,  some  imimrtant  function— not 
oven  giving  his  son  the  opportunity  of  bidding  him  good-bye. 
This  coldness  has  a  good  deal  embittered  Charles'  sati'^sfaction; 
however,  fatliers  must  be  taken  as  we  find  them,  for  Dorlange 
and  I  both  live  to  prove  that  they  are  not  to  be  had  for  the 
wishing. 

Another  whim  of  my  Lord  Marquis  is  having  selected  as  his 
son's  chief  elector  an  old  Ursuline  nun,  by  a  sort  of  bargain 
in  wliich  subsequently  you,  madame,  were  a  factor.  Yes; 
for  the  "Saint  Ursula"  for  which  vou  unawares  were  the 
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111  "i.  I  will  probably  liave  no  little  mtlueucL'  over  our  friend's 
rr!ur:i  to  I'arliaiiii'iit. 

T!;>  is  what  lia|)|)('iic(l.  For  many  years  Mother  Marie  des 
A;'_'' -.  SiijRTKir  nf  till'  Irsuliiie  Sisters  at  Arcis-sur-Aube, 
!i,i.l  ■inaiiicd  of  erect iiig  a  statue  of  tlie  patron  saint  in  the 
(iiiiM  lit  chapel.  But  the  Abbess,  being  a  woman  of  taste  and 
nijiiiv.  would  have  notiiing  to  do  with  the  peddler's  inuiges 
..f  >.iiiils,  sold  ready-nuide  by  the  dealers;  on  the  other  hand, 
-iif  could  not  in  conscience  rob  the  poor  of  a  sum  so  consider- 
ahi''  as  would  pay  for  a  work  of  art  on  commission.  This 
e\c.  Ijent  lady's  nephew  is  an  organist  in  Paris,  and  the  Mar- 
que (](■  Sallenauve  while  he  was  traveling  all  over  the  world 
hiiil  .iinfided  his  son  to  this  man's  care;  for  all  these  years 
111-  lir.-t  object  has  been  to  keep  the  poor  boy  in  absolute  igno- 
nin.i  nf  his  birth.  When  it  occurred  to  him  to  make  Salle- 
iKiiae  a  deputy,  Arcis  was  naturally  thought  of  as  the  plaro 
wht  IV  his  family  was  still  ri'membered,  and  every  way  and 
iiiiaii-  was  considered  of  making  ac(iuaintance,  and  utilizing 
ail  |)n>Hl)le  aids  to  his  election. 

Till  II  the  organist  remembered  his  aunt's  long-cherished 
ainiiiwon;  he  knew  her  to  have  influence  in  the  district,  where 
-III'  I-  ill  great  odor  of  sanctity,  and  also  a  touch  of  the  spirit 
■if  ii:!rii,aie.  ever  ready  to  rush  into  an  affair  that  may  be  difTi- 
(-■ult  and  arduous.  He  went  to  see  her  with  the  Marquis  do 
Sail,  iiauve's  concurrence,  and  told  her  that  one  of  the  most 
•  nni!'  'It  of  I'aris  sculptors  was  prepared  to  offer  her  a  statue 
'f  ;!  ■  most  masterly  execution,  if  slio,  on  her  part,  would  un- 
i|i  liake  to  secure  his  return  as  member  for  the  district  of  Arcis 
at  ihe  n(>.\t  election. 

I  '':i'  i>ld  Abbess  did  not  think  this  at  all  beyond  her  jKiwers. 
>"  Tinw  she  is  the  proud  possessor  of  the  object  of  her  pious 
ainiiiiiin;  it  came  safely  to  hand  a  few  days  since,  and 
>  ainady  in  its  place  in  the  convent  chapel,  where,  ere 
i"!:.:.  it  will  be  solemnly  dedicated.  Xow  it  remains  to 
ijt  M  .  li  how  the  good  Mother  will  perform  her  share  of  the 
!'a!'_aili. 

Will,  madame,  strange  to  say,  all  things  weighed  and  con- 
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smercd,  I  should  ii„f  at  all  w(.n<k-r  if  this  singular  woman 
were  to  succeed.     Vvmn  ihe  dc^cripti,,,,  -,ven  me  bv  Charlf.' 
Mother  Mane  des  An-es  is  a  litti,.  wunian,  >h,)rt  but  tlmk- 
•set,  witli  a  lace  that  still  contrives  tn  b..  attractive  in  -nit. 
of  her  wrnikles  and  ti...  silTron-tinted  pallor  mdu.ed  bv  li,,,,. 
and  by  the  auMcniir.  .,[  a  cloist.^r.     Sh,.  carries  the  bur.',,, 
of  a  stout  fi-ure  and  seventy-six  vears  with  ease,  and  w  a^ 
quickj.ri-ht.and  spirited  as  the  y.)un-,.>t  of  us.    A  thorouHilv 
capable  woman,  siie  has  -overned  her  House  for  fiftv  u'^r." 
and  It  has  always  been  the  best  re-ulated.  the  most  etfiVi.nt' 
and  at  the  same  time  tlio  richest  convent  in  the  whole  diocese 
of    Iroyes.      No  less  well  (luaiiiied   for  educating  girls-the 
great  end,  as  you  know,  of  the  I'rsuline  Sisteriioods— she  ha* 
for  the  same  length  of  tinie,  through  varying  fortunes,  man- 
aged a  lay  school  which  is  famous  in  the  department  and  in 
all  the  country  round.    Having  thus  [)resided  over  the  educa- 
tion of  almost  all  the  daughters  of  the  better  families  of  the 
province,  it  is  ea.<y  to  understand  that  she  has  ubiquitous  in- 
fluence in  the  aristocratic  circles  of  Champagne,  for  a  well- 
conducted  education  always   leads  to  permanent   friendship 
between  teaclier  and  pupils.    She  i)robablv  knows  verv  well 
how  to  turn  these  family  connections  to  the  best  advanta.'c  in 
the  contest  she  has  pledged  herself  to  engage  in. 

It  would  seem,  too,  that  on  the  other  h^rd.  this  remarkable 
woman  can  absolutely  command  all  ihe  democratic  vote*  in 
the  district.  So  far,  indeed,  on  the  scene  of  the  stru-'gle  this 
party  has  but  a  sickly  and  doubtful  existence-  still  it  \<  bv 
nature  active  and  bu.*y,  and  it  is  under  that  flag,  w'ith  some 
little  modifications,  that  our  candidate  .  omes  forward.  Hence 
any  support  from  that  side  is  u.<eful  and  important.  You' 
madatne,  like  mc,  will  certainly  admire  the  bicephalous  pow- 
ers, so  to  speak,  of  this  old  A!,!)ess,  who  contrives  at  the  'ame 
tune  to  1)0  Ml  good  odor  witli  the  nobilitv  and  the  secular 
clergy,  while  wielding  the  conductor-g  stick  for  the  ra.iical 
party,  their  perennial  foes.  As  a  wonuin  of  admirable  charitv 
and  enhg  itenment,  regarded  as  a  ^aint  bv  ihc  countrv  folk;, 
and  the  object  of  bitter  persecutions  during  the  Revolution, 
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tiMuriiij,'  them  with  inmicnso  fortitude,  it  is  easy  to  uiulcr- 
-;,iiiJ  ilif  position  hlio  holds  iimoiif,'  the  higher  and  Coiiserva- 
tiVf  Lin  Its;  but  that  !?he  shoukl  he  no  h'ss  wt'lcumu  to  demo- 
iiai-  :i::(!  <lestructive!-  seems  almost  ineredihle. 

II.  r  ;:reat  inlluenee  over  the  popular  jiarty  is  hased  on  a 
httl.  .  .iiitest  she  onee  had  with  them.  About  the  year  ''X\  tliat 
arni.ilh''  faetion  proposed  to  cut  lier  head  off.  Turned  out  of 
■  r  M.Dvent,  and  convicted  for  havinjj  sheltered  a  eontuma- 
:.i:;.  \ir.fA.  she  was  imprisoned,  hroujrht  before  the  revolu- 
•:.'.!!>  tribunal,  and  condemned  to  the  fruillotine.  The  thing 
.  iiii.  I..  Danton's  knowledge;  he  was  then  a  member  of  the 
('!,,,  Mtion.  Hanton  had  been  accpiainted  with  Mother  ^farie 
ill-  Aii'ies;  he  believed  hor  to  ho  the  most  virtuous  and  en- 
li;:l!it mil  woman  he  had  ever  seen.  On  hearing  of  her  son- 
Mi. .  he  tlew  into  a  terrific  rage,  wrote  a  letter  from  his  high 
'''■>•  (,,  the  revolutioiuiry  municipality,  and  commanded  a 
•'-pile  with  such  authority  as  no  man  in  Arcis  would  have 
'iri;i:>;.  il  of  disputing.  He  stood  up  in  the  Tribune  that  very 
.;iy;  and  after  alluding  in  general  terms  to  certain  san/jlants 
lui'.i'ih-t  whose  insane  foliy  was  damaging  the  prospects  of 
'■\\<-  i;.  \n|ution,  he  explained  who  and  what  ^fotIler  Mario  deg 
All;.'.-  was.  spoke  of  her  wonderful  gifts  for  the  training  of 
the  y.iiiiig.  and  laid  l)efore  the  meeting  a  sketch  for  a  decree 
i'V  wliii  li  Aw  was  to  be  placed  at  the  head  of  a  Great  National 
''.'■ncMMini.  the  details  to  he  regulated  by  subsequent  cnact- 
iii-n;, 

i;  !.. -picrre.  who  would  have  regarded  the  Frsuline  nun's 
-ii'.ri'.r  intelligence  as  an  a<lditional  qualification  for  the 
n::;''  ;  I.  was  not  that  day  present  at  the  sitting;  the  motion 
••i!^  irried  with  enthusiasm.  As  ^lother  Marie  d(>s  Angcs 
"I'lM  11'. t  possibly  carry  out  the  decree  thus  voted  without  a 
li.'ii  .11  h'^r  shoulders,  she  was  allowed  to  retain  it.  and  the 
i\c.  .it Miner  cleared  away  his  machin(>ry.  .And  though  the 
f  I!;;.!-  decree,  authorizing  the  Grand  Xational  Gynecsum, 
wa-  ;.r..sently  forgotten,  the  Convention  having  quite  other 
!M  I'l.  !>  to  occupy  it.  the  good  Sister  carried  it  out  on  her  own 
111!'-:  and  instead  of  something  Grand,  Greek,  and  National, 
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Willi  iIh-  hrlp  „r  M.Mie  of  Ii.r  f.rni.r  assoeiatos  sho  start.,!  , 
i-nnpl,.  ],n-  school  at  Arcs,  to  hIu.!..  as  >oon  as  onlor  wa.  t,', 

SO..U.  d.^Toe  restorul  ,n  land  and  n,  humiV  ,„inds,  pumN 

flockrd  from  all  the  iici^jiborin;,'  country. 

T'ndcr  the  Jlrnpcrur,  Mother  Marie  dos  An-.>.  rcconstitutHl 
li.r  House,  and  her  iir>t  art  of  Government  was  a  -,,,,,,1  n„r.. 
of  gratitude.  She  decided  that  on  the  .-;lh  of  April  .'vrrv 
vear,  the  anniversary  ,,f  l)ant...rs  dcalh.  Ma>s  should  he  su,"] 
jn  the  convent  diapd  for  the  repose  of  Ins  soul. 

To  .some  who  oi.jected  to  this  .service  for  the  dead— 
"Do  you  know  many  persons,"  she  would  ivplv,  "for  whom 
It  18  more  necessary  to  implore  Divine  mcrev?"" 

After  the  Kestoration,  the  performance  of  this  Ma^s  became 
a  matf.  r  of  some  little  dilllcultv  :  but  Mother  .Marie  .1...  \n,r,s 
would   .ever  give  it  up,  and  the  veneration  with  which  sh..  w.,^ 
re^-arded  even  by  iho>e  who  were  most  set  a-ain^t  what  tln.v 
called  a  scandal,  ended  in  their  makin;,'  the  brst  ..f  it      I'nder 
the  July  Revolution,  as  you   niav   suppose,   this  .•oiira-rou. 
perversity  had  its  reward.     MotI.er  .Mane  ,\v,  .\n-e.  i.  „o..  in 
ugh  favor  at  Court  ;  tl,ere  is  nothing  >he  eannol  obtain  fn,m 
the  most  august  p.Tsons  in  coniman.l  :  ..till,  it  i.  but   f.-nr  to 
add  that  she  asks  for  nothing,  nut  cncu  to  iiclp  th<.  poor:  >ho 
linds  the  means  of  supplying  most  of  ihcjr  waiUs  bv  her  ju-li- 
cious  economy  in  dealing  with  the  funds  of  ,be  .•on.mmiitv 
What  IS  even  more  obvious  is  that  her  -ralitude  to  the  -rrat 
revolutionary    leader    is    a    strung    nvommmdation    to   that 
party;  this,  however,  is  not  the  whole  >,.cret  of  her  inthien-.' 
with  them.     The  n-presentative  in  Arcis  of  the  extreme  1     r 
18  a  wealthy  miller,  nam,.,]  [.aurent  Coussard.  who  owns  two 
or  three  mills  on  the  river  Aube.     It  was  this  man.  forincrlv 
n  mend)er  of  the  revolutionarv  municipalitv  of  Arci«    and  a 
particular    frii^nd   of    Danton's.   who   wrote   to   that    terrible 
(  ordHicr  to  tell  him  <,f  the  ■.^^.  that   bun-  over  the  rrsiilmo 
prioiv..._bead.  though  tin.  ,l„|  not  biiulrr  that  worthv  ,sv;„... 
culottr   \vnm   jnuvhasing  a    large   part    of  t|,e  conveiU   land.s 
when  they  were  sold  as  nationalized  propertv. 

Then,  when  Mother  Marie  dr<  Anges  was  enabled  to  re- 
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,  i-Iitute  her  Sisterhood,  Luureiit  Goiissunl,  who  liad  not  us 
!!  i.ipiH'iied  found  tlir  cstiile  very  proiiiiihl,..  cainc  to  the 
w.i.jhy  Abbess  and  proj)o.-<'d  to  reinstate  her  m  the  former 
\r.  -M  --ions  of  the  Abbey.  Laurent  Goussard,  a  man  witli  a 
Km  II  .ye  to  business,  whose  niire  .Motlicr  Mane  dfs  Anj;es  had 
iiinii;,-ht  up  gratuitously  (tlie  young  hidy  died  in  Paris  in 
lMi;i|,  atfected  to  make  tliis  a  point  of  honor,  filfering  to  re- 
-:  r.'  to  the  eonimunity  the  lands  he  had  bought  for  tlie  price 
i..  l.ad  paid  for  them.  The  good  man  was  not  making  a  bad 
bar^raui;  the  mere  differenee  of  value  between  silver  and  the 
a.-;^'iiats  he  had  paid  in  was  a  handsome  turn  of  profit.  But 
Mnther  Marie  des  Anges,  who  had  not  forgotten  that  but  for 
h;-  intervention  Danton  could  have  known  nothing,  deter- 
nii.'.r,]  to  do  better  than  that  for  the  man  who  had  really 
savnl  her  life.  The  Ursuline  Sisterhood,  when  Laurent 
ti.ii.-.-ard  proposed  this  arrangement,  was,  financially  speak- 
iiV-  in  a  flourishing  position.  Since  its  re-establishment  it 
haii  coiiie  in  for  some  liberal  donations,  and  the  Mother  Su- 
!" Tior  had  put  away  a  considerable  sum  during  her  long  man- 
apriiient  of  the  lay  school ;  this  she  generou.-ly  handed  over  for 
ti.''  use  of  the  convent.  Laurent  Goussard  was,  no  doubt, 
>"iiiiuliat  amazed  when  she  spoke  to  this  efTeet : 

'i  laiinot  accept  your  ofTer;  I  cannot  buy  at  the  lowest 
i'ru.  ;  my  conscience  forbids  it.  Before  the"  Bevolution  the 
o.iivint  lands  were  valued  at  so  much  ;  this  is  the  price  I  pro- 
P"-e  to  pay,  not  that  to  which  they  were  brought  down  as  a 
r<  -';!t  of  the  general  depreciation  in  value  of  all  the  national- 
iii-<l  lands.  In  short,  my  good  sir,  I  mean  to  pay  more — if 
tlii!  meets  your  views." 

Laurent  Goussard  thought  at  first  that  he  misunderstood 
'■'■■  or  had  been  misunderstood;  but  when  it  dawned  upon 
:  i  iliat  the  Mother  Supermr's  scruples  of  conscience  would 
■  :.:  him  a  profit  of  about  fifty  tiiousand  francs,  he  had  no 
•'.-■i  I)  coerce  so  delicate  a  conscience,  and  pocketing  this 
-  i-.  liii,  which  had  really  fallen  from  heaven,  he  made  the 
i-'"!  i-hiiig  facts  known  fnr  and  wide:  aiul  this,  as  you  may 
■■•if-se,  madame,  raised  Mother  Marie  des  Anges' to  such 
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estimation  in  the  l■V(•^  uf  rvci  .  Iiumt  i.f  ii  -ionali/i'ii  laml*, 
that  !-li('  will  never  liavr  aiiMhiii;,'  to  tVar  I'ri.ii  aii\  rcvcjliid,,!!. 
IVrsonallv,  l.aiinnt  (inii»ani  is  h.r  fanatical"  ailoror;  he 
never  docs  a  simkc  <,(  lin.-iiicss  ci-  niM\r-  a  f.nk  i>\'  torn  with- 
out C(.iisiiltiM^'  her;  and.  as  >Uv  siid  jcstin;:lv  the  other  dav, 
if  she  had  a  mind  to  tnat  the  Snii^  [.ri'fet  like  John  the  Ha[>- 
tist,  in  a  (|iiarter  >>\'  an  limn  Laiireni  ii..u~sird  uoiild  hr  i,- 
her  that  olhciar-  h.  ,id  in  a  -ark.  I>nes  imt  that  ^llllielently 
prove,  madame.  ih;it  at  a  imd  rr..ni  mir  Aht.e-^s  he  will  v-j.'., 
and  >;et  all  lu-  friends  to  vut- .  for  the  candnhite  of  lut 
choice? 

Mother  ^larle  de>  Anpes  ha.-,  of  coiir-e.  a  wide  eoMneetion 
amon-  th.>  eler-v.  hf,tli  hv  n-ii-nn  nl  her  habit  and  her  reputa- 
tion for  di.-tin;,Mii>lird  virtue;  aib!  .iiip.n;:  her  mo-i  dcvotol 
allies  ma\-  he  numhered  .M<)nsei;,Mieiir  'i'n.uhert.  the  hislio[i  ef 
the  diecc.-e.  who.  th.a);:h  formerly  an  ;  Mieniit  uf  the  ('owjre- 
gation,  would,  under  t.ie  d\ii;i-ty  ot  ..iijv.  pir  up  with  an 
arelihishopric  as  preliminary  to  the  emd  ::.,\'y  hat.  Now  if, 
to  a.v-i.-t  him  in  this  amhit  ion— justilieil.  i  nui>t  he  said,  hv 
great  and  indisputahle  eapahilitie.s— Mother  .Marie  di-s  AniXcs 
were  to  write  a  few  lines  to  the  (,»ueeii.  it  |.  pi..i>;il,|(.  that  his 
promotion  wnuid  not  he  too  l..n:_'  deferred,  Bui  it  will  he 
give  and  take,  if  the  I  r-iiime  .\lihe>-  works  for  the  arch- 
bishopric, Moii,-ei;,nieur  de  Troyes  will  work  the  election. 
Nor  will  his  share  of  the  h:ir-;'iin  he  ,it  all  dillieult,  since 
tlie  candidate  in  wlinm  h,.  i.,  reiinired  to  iniere>t  himself  is 
a  declared  advocate  »(  fr, ,  dnm  in  teachin<r,  which  i< 
the  only  political  principle  for  which  the  clergv  care  at  tin.'* 
nionient. 

Winnin;:  the  clergy  almost  certainlv  xrures  the  Legitimi>t 
vote,  for  that  party  is  n-,  le,-s  pa.,-ionatelv  hent  on  freedom 
in  teaching;  and.  out  .d'  hatred  fnr  the  new  (Orleans) 
dynasty,  does  not  even  take  fright  at  .-ceing  that  principle  in 
nionslroiis  alliance  with  radical  politics.  The  head  of  that 
party  in  lli;,,  district  is  the  family  of  Cin(i-('vgne.  The  old 
Manjuise.  whose  haughty  temper  and  detcritiincd  will  are 
known  to  you.  madame,  never  comes  to  the  Chateau  of  Cinq- 
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m  the  old  ( 'oimt  ilip 


'I!!V   to   in 


rself ;  and.  in  fait,  this  rc'Mcidc's  career — hec 


)nniif( 


.1  >i-ii, 


ilor,  a  I'oiiiit  of  tile  luiipire,  and  now  a  peer  of  France 


-iiiii.-t  have  led  him  thn 


iiiak 


'U;,'li  ilcvious  and  suhterranciiii  wavs, 


iiir  It  prohahle  that  there  lia\e  tieen  >ceret  passages  wlii'eh 
mid  not  care  to  have  hmiighf  to  light.     Xow,  (ioiidrcvillu 


ith  (Jrcviii.  for  fiftv  vcars  I 


)nd  -elf  and  active 


md  ev 


lis    -f'CI 

111'  iiiipossihle  chance  their 
he  severed,  at   lea-!   we  should  he  sure  of 


en  supposing  that  hy  soi 


lion  shouh] 
I'igoult.  (Jrcvin's  siicco-m  as  notarv  to  the  I'r^ 


II  line 


!■  ihood;  indeed,  at  the  time  of 
\i'is  hv   the   .M 


the  acipiisitioii  of  the  estate 
as  efTecfed 


minis  (Ic  .^alii'iianNc.   which  w 


ihiMiigh  him.  the  purcl 


liaser  tl 


are   to   [ 


'a\    turn   a   tiono- 


r'ninii  si,  large — so  i7rr/om/~-that  he  nlcd-i  d 


lini-elf  nierdv 


ai  r('[)tlll<f  it. 


\-  to  the  ruck  of  the  voters,  our  f 


rieiid  1-  certain  to  recruit 


;l    -U-Mliir 


force,  since  he  is  about  to  give  them  employment 
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on    ho  important  n.p;,ir.  !„■  ,„oi.„se.s  to  begin  at  once;  for  the 
chatoai..  of  whi.l.  la.  ,s  nou    tlu-  proprietor,  is,  fortunately 
falling  uito  rinn  in  ,„,n,y  phuvs.     We  may  trust  also  to  the 
Hleet  ot  a  in.ignilu.pnnt  prur...Hnn  of  priiu-iples  which  Charle. 
do  Sallcnauve  has  ju>t  ha.l   printed,  setting  forth  in  loftv 
terms  that  he  will  ac.rpt  neiiher  favors  nor  office  from  the 
(.overn.nent.     And  then  the  oratorical  display  wc  may  look 
for  at  the  prelinunary  meeting,  whieh  is  already  fixed-  the 
support  ..f  flu.  opposition  papers  in  I'aris  as  wellas  here;  the 
abuse  and  calumny  with  uhieh  the  ministerial  papers  have  al- 
ready opened  fire-t.verything  combines  to  make  me  hopeful 
And  tliere  is  «  further  consideration  which  seems  to  me  final- 
It  would  surely  not  be  strange  if  the  good  folks  of  Cham- 
pagne,   with    a    view    to   counteracting   their   reputation  as 
Bceotians,  should  be  eager  to  elect  a  man  distinguished  in  art 
whose  nuisterpiece  they  have  under  their  yery  eves,  who  has 
made  himself  their  fellow-t.-wnsman  bv  purchasi'ng  an  estate 
winch  has  for  t.-n  y.-ars  been  in  the  market,  and  who  is  now 
about  to  restore  the  house,  one  of  the  finest  in  the  province,  to 
Its  former  splendr.r,  with  prodigal  disregard  of  cost. 

After  this  voluminous  essay  on  our  military  resources  and 
movements    it  hardly  bese,.,ns  me,  ma.lame,  \o  complain  of 
any  want  of  mental  oceui.ation.     I  know  not  whether  it  is  in 
consequence  of  the  interest  J  feel  in  mv  friend,  but  I  really 
believe  that    I   have  cauglit   a   touch  of  the  electoral  fevi 
which  IS  raging  here;  you  „u,y  even  think  that  this  letter 
crammed  with  loeal  .letails.  in  which  your  utmost  kindness 
vvill  scarcely  enabh-  you  to  'eel  much  interest,  is  a  symptom 
of  a  ternbly  bad  attack.    Again,  will  you  thank  me,  I  wonder, 
for  representing  this  man  as  lik.-ly  to  be  seen  ere  long  through 
the  halo  of  parliamentary  glory,  when,  only  the  other  day, 
you  were  saying  that  it  was  nut  safe  to  make^a  friend  of  him, 
in  view  of  his  superhuman,  an-1  consequently  rather  aggres- 
sive pre-eminence  y 

To  be  quite  frank,  madame,  whatever  successes  may  await 
('harl,.<  de  Sallenauv,-  in  his  j.olitieal  career,  I  fear  he  mav 
some  day  n-gret  the  calmer  glory  he  would  have  achieved  in 
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tht  realm  of  art,  but  iicilhtT  ho  nor  I  was  born  under  a  tran- 
quil >iar;  we  have  paid  dear  for  our  very  existence,  and  that 
\(.ii  ^]unlld  not  like  us  is  doubly  cruel.  Vou  have  some  kind 
Itilin^'  lor  nie,  because  the  fragrance  still  clings  to  nie  of  our 
UImvimI  Louise;  have  then  some  little  regard  for  the  man 
uiiniu  1  liave  dared  to  speak  of  tlirougiiout  this  letter  as  our 
ii-.rwd.  If  indeed,  do  what  he  will,  he  betrays  a  sort  of  in- 
>u:Mable  greatness,  should  we  not  rather  pity  him  than  call 
him  to  a  strict  account  ^  Do  we  not  know,  you  and  I,  by  cruel 
fxjicrience,  that  the  noblest  and  most  glorious  lights  are 
thu,-c  which  first  sink  into  the  extinction  of  eternal  darkness? 


i-n 


Marie-Gaston  to  the  Comtesse  de  VEstorade. 

Arcis-slr-Aibe,  .tfiij/9,  1839. 

ilADAiiE, — You  too  have  the  election  fever,  and  you  have 
been  good  enough  to  transmit  as  a  message  from  M."  de  I'Es- 
torade  a  certain  list  of  discouragements,  which  no  doubt  de- 
M.'ivi'  consideration.  I  may  however  say  at  once  that  this 
coiiiniiinication  does  not  seem  to  me  to  be  so  important  as 
you  rhaps  think;  and  even  before  your  ollicial  warning 
rcaiheu  us,  the  dithculties  in  our  course  had  not  failed  to 
on  ur  to  us.  A\  knew  already  of  the  confidential  mission 
undertaken  by  M.  de  Trailles,  though  for  some  days  he  tried, 
not  very  successfully,  to  disguise  it  under  a  pretence  of  com- 
nRTiial  business.  We  even  knew  what  yon,  madame,  do  not 
Hiiii  to  have  known,  that  this  ingenious  instrument  of  the 
ministerial  mind  had  contrived  to  combine  the  care  of  his 
!» i>onal  interests  with  that  of  party  politics. 

Maxime  de  Trailles,  if  we  are  correctly  informed,  was 
not  long  since  on  the  point  of  sinking  under  the  last  and 
wi.r.-t  attack  of  a  chronic  malady  from  which  he  has  long 
."^ull'ercd.  This  malady  is  his  Debt — for  we  do  not  speak  of 
M.  de  Trailles'  debts,  but  of  his  Debt,  as  of  the  National  Debt 
of  llngland.  In  cxtremis,\\w  gentleman,  bent  on  some  des- 
perate remedy,  seems  to  have  hoj)ed  for  a  euro  in  marriage — 
11  marriage  in  extremis,  as  it  might  well  be  called,  since  he  is 
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«aid  to  bo  very  near  fifty.  IVin;,  u.H  kn-.wn-tl.at  i.  to  ..v 
m  Ins  ca...  ,nuH,  ,h.pn..at..,l-n,  I'ar,s.  l,k..  trad^S 
who.e  good.  an.  nu,  .,r  ,l.„,  ,,„  ,„,,,.,,  i.,,,,^^,;^.  ,,,j.  ^    ^ ^  I- 

to,  and  un,,a.k..d  hnn.-c.lf  a,  Am.-.uv-Auh.  just  as  the 
of  tl.o  eleetn.n  ua.  be.M,„un,^  .  ..iy  supposing  that  tlie    ,t h 

I.n.arp,s  nunnl,  of  ,h,s  kn,d  or  pol.lLl  s^.,nH  a'; 
favor  the  s  ,gh,iy  shady  character  of  his  pro^vdings."  1  e  e 

w  nl      1  ,    ""'"  '"  '^"  '"""■^^'"'•'''1  candidate,  threw  tli 

.ho  e  eectora    d.stnet  nUo  great  per.urhafon.     M.  Max, 
do   I  rallies    (ishing  ,„  these  turhid  Ma*ers,  eontrived  to  h- 

Kenr;:;;;;t;:dah;i;::'"-''^'^  "^-  ^-  --  ---^-';^ 

-:r;;a;;;:-;;;::L;;:.;;- ;;^.i:- 

;;;•—:  advanta,..  of  having  thoronghh-  beaten  ad  crusJd 
ho  nonuna  ,on  of  a  little  attorney  na.ned  Snnon  (.'igttc'tw  if 
o  .he  grc.a    nuhgnation  of  the  (iovernn.ent,  wanted  to       -p 

boo      t  ;     '\  <;i;P"^-tton  u-as  thought  sueh  an  mostilnable 

boo      that  It  led  folks  to  overlook  the  notorious  and  indi.- 
put  bio    .neptitude    of    this    IVauvisage.    a.id    the    nd"  de 

0      fo'lifd't""''/;''  f""  •"  '"''"^^  ""  ^h"-  "-ho  ^houl 
vote  for  Jus  election.     0„  the  private  side  of  the  question- 
hat  IS  to  .n-,  M.  de  Trailies-  personal  interest-i    Zu- 
^    age  has  the  great  merit  of  owning  an  o„lv  daugh  e     to   "- 
ab  J-  pretty    win,  without  any  exaggeration,  it  ^o    d        ^ 

irancs    amassed  in  the  cotton   night-cap  trade    of  which  i 

piiinng  li,  all  exposed  to  view      M    d,.  Tr-,nin.  u ,  i  *     ■      ■ 
.1.1,1  f,.   1  .  ■  •  "    I  raiiies  had  to  i<mite 

'n    he  m Ld  o^    '■'""  ,""'  '"^"  '''  '^"^-^'  '"  ^^^  ^'hamb' 
of  i    u      ded    ]  •"••"."I'o  certainly  would  never  have  thought 

d^lurs  men    '    "  '"•^""'"'V''^'^'  '"  '^'^^^^^  ^-^  ^i^  help  and 
the     nv  '    '  TT'  f  ^"'"••^"'  ^«  «•'"  tJ'«  daughter  and 

by  s      erne  '     '""    •'  '  '""'""''^  -^omblance  of  youth, 

b}  supreme  elegance  of  manner,  and  by  the  title  of  Countes.- 


'''i^^:-:MkMM!^:.:'M^ 


1^ 


THE    MEMBER    FOR    ARCIS 


239 


t-  \n"Xin  carefully  by  seeming  to  hesitate  bi'tweoii  llie  daughter 
;i:nl  tlif  mother,  and  make  a  crowning  display  of  disinter- 
'.-l.dness  and  reformation  by  insisting  that  the  settlements 
vi  Mi.M  f)r(iteet  the  lady's  fortune  from  his  extravagance  by 
r\<n  restriction  the  law  can  devise  ;— this  was  the  task,  tlie 
r  .iliy  herculean  work,  accomplished  by  M.  da  Trailles  in  less 
siiaii  a  fortnight ! 

l;nt  then  we  appeared  on  the  scone.  Wo  are  of  the 
fi'MHce;  C'hampenois  by  the  name  tliat  dropped  on  us  one 
ii.'Tning  from  the  skies;  we  make  ourselves  even  more  so 
i,-  a,(|uiring  land  in  the  district;  and,  as  it  happens,  the 
•■■'iinrry  is  bent  at  this  election  on  sending  no  one  to  the 
(  iiimiber  but  a  specimen  of  its  own  vintage !— For  that  very 
nMM*n  you  will  say  Beauvisage  is  certain  to  win;  he  is  the 
i'Uiest  and  most  unmitigated  product  of  the  soil. 

S(>  you  might  think,  madame,  but  then  we  are  not  quite 
Ni  idiotic  as  lieauvisage;  ue  do  not  invariably  make  our- 
srlvrs  ridiculous;  we  do  not  indeed  make  cotton  night-caps, 
<  .:  v,v  make  statues  for  wliicli  we  have  oiirned  the  Legion 
'iior:  reli<.ious  statues,  to  be  dedicated  with  imicli  pomp 
presence  of  Monseigneur  the  Bishop,  who  will  con- 
<i.  -■■lid  to  give  an  address,  and  of  tiie  municipal  authorities; 
-;.i'iirs  which  the  whole  of  the  town— that  part  of  it  which 
I-  lint  admitted  to  the  ceremony — i^  crowding  to  admire  at 
til'  House  of  the  Trsulines,  who  are  vain  enough  of  this 
mii.'iuticent  addition  to  their  gem  of  a  cha[)el.  and  threw 
"!" '!  their  public  rooms  and  oratory  to  all  comers  for  the 
uiml,.  day— and  this  you  may  be  sure  tends  to  make  us 
[ii'pular. 

What  contributes  even  bettor  to  this  popularity  is  that  we 
■■i!i'  not  mean  like  Beauvisage.  and  do  not  hoard' our  income 
>•■//  by  sou;  that   we  are  employing  thirty  workmen  at  the 


Me 


(■Mail 

ami 


ail — painters,  masons,  <,daziers,  irardeners.  t 


that  while  the  m.iyor  of  thi 
.  we  are  to  be 


roilis-makers: 


town  trudges  shabbily  on 


'!"■!!    f 


een  drivinsr  tliroiigh  Arcis  in  an  elegant 
haise  with  two  pranciriir  steeds,  which  our  futhor— not 

even  more  delightful 


11:  heaven,  but  in  Paris— anxious  to  be 
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at  a  distance  than  on  the  spot,  sent  hither  post  haste,  with 
n  view,  I  believe,  to  snutlin^r  out  M.  de  Trailles"  tilbury  and 
tiger.  Those,  I  may  tell  you,  before  our  arrival  were  the 
talk  of  the  town. 

This  evening,  niiulanie,  to  crown  the  great  occasion  of  the 
dedication  of  the  -S,,nt  TrMila,"  we  are  giving  ••  ^nner  to 
hfty  guests  at  our  (hra.au;  and  we  have  been  so  ..over  as  to 
invite  not  only  all  ^h,  principal  magnates  of  the  neighbor- 
hood, but  every  ollici:,!.  permanent  or  temporary,  without  di-i- 
tmction.  These  laM.  now  that  we  have  announced  our  in- 
tention of  standing  for  election,  will,  we  know,  certainly  not 
accep:.  So  much  the  better!  there  wiU  be  more  room  fur 
those  who  do;  and  the  defaulters,  whose  names  will  all  be 
known  to-morrow,  will  I),,  caught  in  the  very  act  of  such 
ilagrant  servility  and  .~ul,serviency  as  will,  we 'hope,  strike  a 
fatal  blow  to  their  inlluence. 

^  Yesterday,  madanie,  we  drove  out  in  our  chaise  to  the 
Chateau  of  Cinri-Cygne,  whore  Arthez  introduced  us  to  the 
Pruwesse  de  Cadignan.  Thai  woman  is  really  miraculously 
preserved ;  she  seems  to  have  been  embalmed  by  the  happiness 
of  her  haison  with  the  great  writer.  "Th-y  are  the  prettiest 
picture  .'f  happiness  ever  seen."  you  said.  I  remember,  of 
M.  and  .Mme.  de  Portendiiere;  and  vou  might  say  the  same 
of  Arthez  and  the  Princpss,  altering  the  word  "pretty"  in 
consideration  of  their  Indian  summer. 

From  what  I  knew  of  a  scene  that  took  place,  long  ago 
now.  at  Mme.  (FEspard's  at  the  very  beginning  of  that  con- 
nection. I  felt  quite  sure  of  not  finding  M.  de  Trailles  in 
high  favor  at  Cinci-Cygne;  for,  on  that  occasion,  he  had 
done  his  utmost  to  be  ofTensive  to  Arthez ;  and  Arthez,  though 
content  with  making  him  ridiculous,  regarded  him  with  co'ri- 
tompt ;  and  thai  lofty  and  noble  spirit  can  never  get  ovor 
that.  On  his  first  arrival  here  the  ministerial  envoy  was  met 
with  some  civilities  at  Cinq-Cygne ;  but  he  was  no  more  than 
a  floating  stick— Arthez  soon  sent  him  to  the  bottom.  Om 
man,  who  flattered  himself  that  he  should  find  a  fulcrum  for 
intrigue  at  Cinq-Cygne,  is  now  so  entirely  out  of  court  that 
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it  w;is  from    the   Due  tie    Maufrigneusc— to   whom    M.    de 
Tni;llc<  Wiiji  so  imprudent  as  to  detail  his  schemes,  as  Iiavintr 
kii  nni  him  at  the  Jockey  Club— that  T  obtained  the  informa'^ 
!i  n  M  lorth  at  the  beginning  of  this  hotter,  to  be  handed 
ni!  lo  M.  de  1  Kstorade  if  you  will  undertake  the  commission 
Miiir.   de  iMaufrigneuse  and  the  old   Marquise  de  Tinq- 
r-.LT..-  were  wonderfully  kind  in  their  reception  of  Dorlan-e 
—Mliniauve,  I  should  say,  liut  I  find  it  diHicult  to  remember; 
a-  t!n.v  are  less  humble  than  you  are,  they  were  not  frightened 
at  any  loftiness  they  might  meet  with  in  our  friend,  and  he, 
in  ail  interview  which  was  really  rather  difficult,  behaved  to 
P'-'-tion.     It   is  very   strange   that   after   living  so   much 
ai.m,..  he  should  at  once  have  turned  out  perfcctlv  preventable 
I-  :i  perhaps  that  the  Beautiful,  which  has  hitherto  been  the 
ruii!-  idea  of  his  life,  includes  all  that  is  pleasm-r   ele<-ant 
an.i  apjimpriate— things  which  are  gei.erallv  learned  hv  prac- 
v.-r  a^  opportunity  offers?     But  this  cannot  be  the  case,  for 
I  ha\r  seen  very  eminent  artists,  especiallv  sculptors,  who, 
'■iii>!ile  their  studios,  were  simply  unendurable. 

I  must  here  make  a  break,  niadame;  I  am  at  an  end  of 
n;v  !a(  ts,  and  drifting  into  twaddle.  To-morrow  I  shall  have 
t"  ;:iv..  you  an  account  of  the  great  banquet,  which  will  be 
"1"^'     interesting    thau    my    reflections— philosophical    and 

May  10. 

Thr  dinner  is  over,  dear  maaame;  it  was  a  magnificent 
'I.  ir.  and  will,  I  fancy,  be  long  talked  of  in  Arci.«.  Salle- 
■•'  has  in  the  organist— who,  by  the  wav.  at  the 
''n>!'..„y  of  the  statue  yesterday,  displayed  his  exquisite 
■;"•!  on  the  good  Sisters'  organ— a  sort  of  steward  and 
! ;  ;-  'iim  transcending  all  the  Vatels  that  ever  lived.  He  is 
'■■■'[  '.'ie  man  to  fall  on  his  sword  because  the  fish  is  late. 
'  "i  !-"d  lamps,  transparencies,  garlands,  and  drapery  to  dcco- 
pi^  i:ie  dining-room,  even  a  little  packet  of  fireworks  which 
"^"!  ■"■'■n  stowed  in  the  boot  of  the  chaise  bv  that  surly  and 
:;n:-:ble  father— who  has  his  good  side  however— nothing 
".'-  ^vanting  to  the  festivities.    They  were  kept  up  till  a  late 
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hour  in  the  ganliMis  of  tlic  cliAicaii,  t..  which  the  plebs  were 
admitted  to  daiiee  aiKJ  (Jriiik  coijiou.-lv. 

Ainiost  all  our  <,ni.-^ts  apiKaivd.  excepting  those  whom  we 
had  asked  merely  to  <  ouipromiM'  tlicm.  The  invitation  wa??o 
short— a  ditliciilty  iiievitahle  and  i)ardonal)le  under  the  rir- 
eumstances— tiiat  it  was  quite  ainn.-ing  to  see  notes  of  e\cu?p 
arriving  up  to  tlu'  vcrv  dinner  hour,  for  Sallenauve  had 
ordered  that  they  should  all  he  hrought  to  him  as  soon  as 
they  arrived.  And  as  he  opened  each  letter  he  took  care  to 
say  quite  au.lihlv:  '-.M.  1,.  Sous-jirefet— M.  le  Procureur  du 
Roi— The  Dejjnty  Judge— expresses  his  regrets  at  being  uu- 
able  to  accept  iny  invitation." 

All  those  "refusals  of  support"  were  listened  to  with  signifi- 
cant smiles  and  whispering;  hut  wlien  a  not-'  was  brought 
from  Beauvisage.  and  Dorlange  read  aloud  that  .M.  le  Ma'^ire 
"found  it  impossilile  to  corn'spohd  to  his  polite  invitation.' 
laughter  was  loud  and  long,  as  much  at  the  matter  as  the 
manner  of  the  refusal.  It  ended  only  on  the  Jirrival  of  a  M. 
Martener,  exannning  judge  here,  who  showed  the  highest 
courage  in  accepting  this  dinner.  At  the  same  •  line,  it  mav  be 
noted  that  an  examining  judge  is  in  his  nature  a  divisible 
entity.  As  a  judge  he  is  a  permanent  otlicial  ;  all  the  change 
he  can  be  subject  to  is  that  of  his  title,  and  ihe  loss  of  the 
small  additional  salary  he  is  allowed,  with  the  right  to  issue 
summonses  and  catechize  thieves,  grand  privi  eges  of  which 
lie  may  be  de])rived  by  the  liat  ol  the  K,cper  of  the  Seals. 
However,  allowing  that  only  half  of  M.  Martener  was  bold, 
lie  was  hailed  like  a  "full  moon." 

In  the  ])re>ence  of  the  Due  de  .Maufrigneiu-e.  of  Arthez, 
and,  ai)ove  all,  of  Monseigneur  tli,'  Bisho[),  who  is  spending 
a  few  days  at  ('in(i-Cygne,  one  ab.^entee  was  mi  eh  commented 
on,  though  his  reply,  sent  early  in  the  dav,  v  as  not  read  to 
the  company.  This  was  the  old  .lotary  Grevn.  As  to  the 
Comte  de  (iondreville,  also  absent,  nothing  eou'd  be  .-aid:  the 
recent  death  of  his  grandxju  Charles  Keller  prohibited  his 
presence  at  this  meeting:  and  Salleiianve,  by  .naking  his  in- 
vitation 11)  some  .sort  conditional,  had  been  careful  to  suggest 
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.  xdisc;  but  Grevin,  the  (\,nit.'  di-  (londrfvillc-s  right  hand. 
\\b-  h:\<  (crfjunly  uiadr  greater  and  more  (oiiipromi^iii"  efrort< 
f.r  !„-   fri.'nd   than   that   of  dining  ont—t!revin"8 ''absence 
-..,,„  ,1  to  ini|,ly  that  his  patron  was  still  a  snpjmrter  of  Bean- 
wsi.'  ■.  MOW  almost  deserted.     And  this  iniliien.e— Iving  low. 
VA  «:...rtiiig  plirase— is  really  of  no  small  importame  "to  u«' 
Mnnv   Aehille   Pigoult.  (.'revin-s  siieeessor.  explained,   it   is 
tr;.,   that    the  old    man   lives   in   complete   retirement,   and 
■an  hardly  he  persuaded  to  dine  even  with  his  sun-in-law  two 
-r  thve  times  a  year;  l)ut  the  retort  was  obvious  that  when 
n-  >Mus-prefet  had  lately  given  a  dinner  to  introdiue  the 
IvaiiMs.ge  family  to  M.   Ma.vime  de  Trailles,  (irevin   had 
■—  ivady  to  accept  his  invitation.     So  there  will  he  some 
■■■•■■■■  I'lill   from   the  (Jondreville  party,  and   Mother   Marie 
■!-  Anges  will,  I  believe,  have  to  bring  her  secret  thrust  into 

Tiu    pretext  for  the  dinner  being  the  dedication  of  the 
vi.Mt    I  rsula,"  an  event  which  the  Sisterhood  could   not 
• :'  I'rate  by  a  banquet,  Sallenauve  had  a  fine  opportunitv  at 
'l'^-'■^l  for  proposing  a  toast: 

•  I'n  the  Mother  of  the  poor;  to  the  noble  and  saintly  spirit 
Hlii.h  for  fifty-^ years  has  shone  on  our  Province,  and  to  whom 
!-  <hir  the  prodigious  number  of  cultivated  and  accomplished 
■'*""" '1  who  jHiorn  this  beautiful  land!" 

If  vou,  madame,  knew  this  corner  of  Champagne  as  well 
a^  I  .lo.  you  would,  when  you  read  this  sentence  which  I 
tmv,.  transcribed  with  tolerable  exactitude,  exclaim  at  Salle- 
^•!';\'  ior  a  contemptible  wretch,  and  wonder  that  the 
pa-!"n  for  power  should  make  any  man  capable  of  such  horri- 
''!'■  •normities.  And  is  it  worth  a  man's  while-a  man 
"Miailv  so  self-respecting— to  find  courage  to  tell  a  lie  so  ^reat 
•'-  f-  t.c  almost  a  crime,  when  a  mere  tritle  of  which  he 
liiid  n.ver  once  thought,  which  is  no  merit  of  his  own.  and  of 
«hi<h  all  the  credit  must  be  referred  to  the  fortuitous  con- 
roiir...  „f  linked  atoms,  recommended  him  to  the  svmpathv  of 
thr  u,ters  hetter  than  all  the  speerli..s  in  the  world'  " 
^"w  yourself  mentioned  to  me  that  vour  son  Armand  saw 
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a  strong  rosomblancv  in  Salleiianvc  to  the  portraits  of  Dan- 
ton;  It  would  soeni  that  the  ri'mark  is  tnio,  for  I  hoard  it 
on  all  sides,  applied  not  to  the  portraits,  hut  to  the  man  him- 
self, hv  guests  who  ha<l  known  the  great  revolutionary  well 
Laurent  (ioussard,  as  the  head  of  a  partv,  had  of  course  been 
invited.  lie  was  not  only  Danton'.s  friend,  he  was  in  a  way 
his  brother-in-law;  Danton,  who  was  a  scapegrace  wooer, 
having  paid  his  court  for  several  years  to  one  of  the  honest 
niiiler-s  sisters.  Well,  the  likeness  must  in  fact  he  striking; 
for  after  dinner,  while  we  were  drinking  our  coffee,  the  wine 
of  the  country  having  mounted  a  little  to  the  good  nian^ 
brain— f„r  there  had  been  no  stint,  as  you  niav  suppose— he 
went  up  to  Sallenauve  and  asked  him  point-blank  if  he  could 
by  any  chance  be  mistaken  as  to  his  father,  and  if  he  were 
sure  that  Danton  had  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  begetting 
of  him. 

Sallenauve  laughed  at  the  idea,  and  simply  did  a  little 
sum : 

'^Danton  died  on  April  5,  1793.  To  be  his  son  I  must 
have  been  born  in  n!)4  at  the  latest,  and  should  be  five- 
and-forty  now.  Now,  as  the  register  in  which  mv  birth  was 
entered— father  and  mother  unknown— is  dated 'l80!1,  that 
—and  I  hope  my  face  as  well— prove  me  to  be  but  just 
thirty." 

"Quite  true,'"  said  Laurent  Goussard,  "the  figures  bowl  me 
over.     Xever  mind ;  we  will  get  you  in  all  the  same." 

And  I  believe  the  man  is  right:  this  whimsical  likeness 
will  be  of  immense  weight  in  turning  the  scale  of  the  elec- 
tion. And  it  must  not  be  supposed  that  Danton  is  an  object 
of  execration  and  horror  to  the  citizens  of  Arcis,  in  spite  of 
the  dreadful  associations  that  surround  his  memory.  In  the 
first  place,  time  has  softened  them,  and  there  yet  remains  the 
recollection  of  a  strong  mind  and  great  brain  that  they  are 
proud  of  owning  in  a  fellow-countryman.  At  Arcis  curiosi- 
ties and  notabil.ties  are  scarce;  here  the  people  speak  of 
Danton  as  at  Marseilles  they  would  speak  of  the  Cannebiere. 
So  good  luck  to  this  likeness  to  the  demigod,  whose  wor.<hip 
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1-  no!  cuiifinoa  to  the  town  only,  but  extends  tlirougliout  the 
.-liliiirlis  and  district. 

Th(.-f  voters,  vxtra  muros.  are  sometimes  amusingly  art- 
i— :  a  little  contradiction  does  not  stick  in  tli.'ir  throat. 
>  mic  a^'cnts  sent  out  into  the  neighboring  countrv  have  al- 
na.ly  made  good  use  of  this  resemblance;  and  as  in  canvass- 
i!iL'  :!.!■  rustics  it  is  more  important  to  strike  hard  than  to 
,-!ri^r  straight,  Laurent  Gou.ssard's  explanation,  apocrvphal 
a<  II  IS.  has  gone  the  round  of  the  rural  hamlets  with  a 
pnviMon  that  has  met  with  no  contradiction.  And  while 
thi>  revolutionary  parentage,  though  purely  imaginary,  is 
^TMiig  our  friend  well,  on  the  other  hand  we  sav  to  those 
'.v-rtliy  voters  who  are  to  be  caught  by  something  at  once 
;.i  rr  ai  curate  and  not  less  striking: 

•ilf  is  the  gentleman  who  has  just  bought  the  Chateau 

J  An-i.-." 

And  as  the  Chateau  d'Arcis  towers  above  the  town  and 
1?  known  to  everybody  for  miles  round,  it  is  a  sort  of  land- 
mark; and  at  the  same  time,  with  a  perennial  instinct  of  re- 
vHMoi,  to  old  world  traditions,  less  dead  and  buried  than 
niiL'lit  be  supposed. 

•Olio!  he  is  the  lord  of  the  chateau,"  thev  sav,  a  free  but 
riv<iH(tful  version  of  the  idea  suggested  to  them. 

>^"  this,  madame,  saving  your  presence,  is  the  procedure 
!n  i!ie  electoral  kitchen,  and  the  way  to  dress  and  serve  up  a 
M.  niliir  of  the  Chamber. 
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Marie-Gaston  to  Madame  de  I'Estorade. 

Arcis-scr-Ai-be,  May  11,  1839. 

Madame,— Since  you  do  me  the  honor  to  sav  that  mv 
I'ti.r-^  amuse  you,  I  am  bound  not  to  be  shv  of  repeating 
lii'":  But  is  not  this  a  little  humiliating?  and  when  I  think 
"^  ih''  terrible  grief  which  was  our  first  bond  of  union,  is  it 
Y^'-Mi'  that  I  should  be  an  amusing  man  all  the  rest  of  my 
'I-'  Here,  as  I  have  told  you,  I  am  in  an  atmosphere 
'li.  t  intoxicates  me.     I  have  made  a  passion  of  Sallenauve's 
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Kuccoss,  and  hring,  «>  I  atii.  •>[  a  j,'l<)()my  uiid  hopeless  nature, 
an  fv.ii  -nat.r  pa-.-ion  i..rliaji.>  of  (he  wish  to  hiiidiT  th.' 
tnuiii|.:i  ,,{  ineptitude  and  UA\\  under  the  patrotuigo  of  ui-,. 
iiiteivst  and  inln-ue.  Thank  vou,  M.  de  Tiaille.,  for  ih. 
t'xIiihitK.n  you  ha\e  favoreil  us  witli  of  your  really  hu-leMjUi' 
father-in-law!  For  you  have  siieeeedi'd  in  inierestin^'  m..  m 
something;  every  imw  and  tiien  1  hiu^di  rather  than  rajfe, 
l)ut  at  th(.>e  innnients,  at  any  rale.  I  for>;et. 

'J'<i-(hiy.  tiiailanie,  the  grotescpie  is  paramount;  wo  arc  on 
full  parade.  Xotwuh.>tandin;r  M.  de  TKstorado's  discourag- 
ing warniiig.s  we  are  led  to  .sui)pose  that  the  Minijitry  ha.-;  not 
very  exultant  tidings  from  its  agent;  and  this  is  what  makes 
us  tlunk  so;  IJV  an;  no  longer  at  the  Jlohl  dc  la  I'oste;  we 
have  left  it  for  our  ehateau.  iiut,  thanks  to  a  long-standing 
rivalry  iM'tween  the  two  inns,  la  Podc  and  Ir  Mulct~\\hm 
M.  de  Trailles  has  hi>  headquarters— we  still  have  ample  in- 
formation from  our  former  residence;  and  our  host  there  is 
all  the  more  zealous  and  willing  because  I  strongly  susi)eit 
that  he  had  a  hand,  greatly  to  his  advantage  I  should  think, 
in  arranging  and  furnishing  the  bamjuet  of  which  I  had  tin- 
honor  to  ,-end  you  full  particulars. 

From  till.,  man,  then,  we  learn  that  immediately  after  our 
departure,  a  journalist  from  I'aris  put  up  at  the  hotel.  This 
gentleman,  whose  name  i  have  forgotten— which  is  well  for 
him,  considering  how  glorious  a  mission  he  hears— also  an- 
nouneed  that  he  came  as  a  champion  to  lend  the  vis  of  his 
Parisian  wit  to  the  war  of  words  to  In'  opened  on  us  bv  the 
local  press,  subsidized  by  the  "ollice  of  public  spirit."  So  far 
there  is  nothing  verv  droll  or  very  depressing  in  the  proceed- 
ings; ever  since  the  world  began,  (iovernments  have  been  able 
to  liiid  pens  for  hire,  and  have  never  boon  shy  of  hiring  them. 
Where  the  com(>dy  begins  is  at  the  r-o-arrival  at  the  Iloicl  de 
la  Paste  of  a  damsel  of  very  doubtful  virtue,  who  is  <aid 
indeed  to  have  accompanied  His  Flxeellency  the  Ministerial 
newsmonger.  The  young  lady's  name,  by  the  wav,  I  hap[)en 
to  rcniemlHr:  she  is  designated  ..n  her  passport  as  Made- 
inoiselle  Choeardelle,  of  independent  means;  but  the  jourual- 
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•  ,::  SI"  liking  of  her  ..over  oallu  Ii.r  niiv  unj;  but  Autoiiia, 
r,     *'   hu   yearns    tc^    be    ro^poctftil,    .Madoinoiiiolle    or    Mi6S 
\].{<nnn. 

I;::t  whiit  hii:^  brou-ht  Mile,  rii.cardoilo  to  Arcis?  A 
;tt!r  ;'!ra.-iin'  trij),  no  tloiibt ;  or  pcrliiir's  to  serve  as  an  escort 
..  iiM'!i-ieur  tlie  joiiriKilist,  who  is  wiliinj:  to  ;:ive  her  a  sliure 
:i !'  ••  (p  .lit  aeeount  upeiu'cj  for  liiin  on  the  hecni  Hr\  ice  fund 
;  i''  'hilly  (jiiota  of  (let'aniiitinn  to  be  siii)pijed  i)y  cdniraet? 
-\i'.  rii;idii";e,  Mile,  ('lu)eardelli'  h,is  coiiie  io  An  is  <m  l.u-i- 
-  I-  hm  ■  -cr  cer'  tin  moneys.  It  would  >eem  that  Infure 
■  a^.'i:_'  I'nr  Africa,  \.  ;iere  he  has  met  a  ;,'l()rious  death,  young 
,il.  -  Krlle-  sijrned  a  b^ll  in  favor  of  Mailemoisello  Antonia, 
:i  nnirr  for  ten  thousand  francs,  I'lliit;  rrcrirrd  in  fiirniturr, 
nally  ingenious  (luihble,  the  furniture  having  obviously 
"  ::  r,'r,lr,  I  \,y  Mademoiselle  Chocard.  He.  who  thus  priced 
rifice  !~.ie  made  in  accepting  it  at  ten  thoi>and  francs. 
rate,  the  bill  being  nearly  due,  a  few  davs  af'T  hcar- 
"f  the  d(ath  of  her  debtor  Mile.  Antonia  "calleil  m  the 
!\. ;;.  1^  otiico  to  know  whether  it  would  be  paid.  The  cashier, 
1  ■  i=!i:h  custf.mer,  as  all  cashiers  are,  replied  that  he  did  not 
'  '  iiou-  Mi  demoiselle  .Antonia  could  have  tb-  face  to  pro- 
■•■:!  -K  h  a  claim:  but  tliat  in  any  case  tiie  l!i  .thers  Keller, 
;;-  iii;i>ters,  were  at  present  at  "(iondreville.  where  I  the 
fii:  :'v  had  met  on  hearin.'  the  fatal  news,  and  that  he  should 
:■;  !  ly  with  .ut  referring  the  matter  to  them. 

-Wry  weH.  I  will  refer  it  myself."  said  the  y.  ng  lady, 
«!:..  Aiiuld  not  leave  her  !)ill  to  run  beyond  its  date. 

rciipon,  just  as  she  was  arranging  to  set  out  alone  for 
ihe  (Jovernment  suddenly  felt  a  call  to  abi^e  us  if  not 
-"  issly,  at  any  rate  more  brilliantly  than  the  pr  uineials 
':  ':  ::  d  the  task  of  sharpening  these  darts  was  confided  to  a 
."  '■  :!i-t  of  very  mature  youth,  to  wliom  Aflle.  Antonia  had 
I.       i;r!i,l— i.,  the  absence  of  Charl.s  K.-ILt: 

"I  :!ni  off  to  .\rcis!"'  the  scrivener  and  tiie  lady  said  at  the 
jiii>  nionient;  the  '■(unrnone-r  and  simple-t  lives  offer  such 
o.^in-iilrnces.     So  it  is  i-ot  very  strange  that,  bavin-  ^et  out 
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And  now  I  would  hv^  you  to  admire  tlic  concatenation  of 
tiling's.  Mile.  ClKHardfllf,  coming'  lure  with  an  eye  suldv 
to  liiiaiHi',  the  lady  lia>  Middctily  as-nnu'd  tlic  hi^ilicstpolitnu! 
imporlaiuf  !  And,  as  you  will  sir.  liir  valualdo  iMlluciicc  will 
amply  coitipriisnir  f..r  tin-  stiiij^'in^  {luni.-hiiR'nt  to  lie  (KmIi 
us  Ity  luT  i^allaiit  fi  llow-travflcr. 

In  the  lir,-t  place,  it  app.'ars  that  on  learning  that  M.  d,. 
Trailles  was  in  Anis,  Mile.  ('Iiocardelle'!*  remark  was: 
"What  I  lie  here — that  horrid  rip?" 

The  expresMon  is  not  parliamentary,  and  I  blusli  as  I  writ^ 
it.     Hut    it    ufers  to  previous  relations — business   relation- 
again— between  .Mile.  Antonia  and  the  illustrious  eonfidant  of 
the  Ministerial  ])arty.     M.  de  Trailles,  accustomed  as  he  i.^  to 
pay  his  court  only  to  ladies  of  position— who  help  to  rediuv 
hi"  debt  rather  than  to  add  to  the  burden — once  in  his  life 
took  it  into  his  head  to  be  loved  not  '"for  himself  alone,"  and 
to  be  useful  rather  than  expensive.     He  conse(]uentlv  boajiht 
a  circulating  lil)rary  for  Mademoiselle  Antonia  in  'the  Rw 
Coquenard,   where  for  some   time  she  set  enthroned.     But 
the  business  was  not  a  success;  a  sale  became  necessary;  and 
M.   Maxime  de  Trailles,  with  an  eye  to  business  as  usual. 
complicated  matters  by  the  purchase  of  the  furniture,  which 
slipped  through  his  fingers  by  the  cleverness  of  a  rascal  morr 
rascally  than  himself.     By  these  mano'uvres  JUlIe.  Antonia 
lost  all  her  furniture,  which  the  vans  were  waiting  to  remove, 
and  another  young  lady — Ilortense,  also  "of  private  mean«." 
and  attached  to  old  Lord  Dudley— gained  twenty-five  loui? 
by  Antonia's  mishap. 

Of  course,  madame.  I  do  not  pretend  to  make  all  tlie?e 
details  absolutely  clear;  they  came  to  us  only  at  second  hand 
from  the  landlady  of  the  Postr.  to  wliom  they  were  contuled 
by  Mademoiselle  Antonia  with  more  coherency  and  lucidity 
no  dnid)t.  At  any  rate,  M.  de  Trailles  and  Mile.  Chocanlelle 
parted  on  no  friendly  terms,  and  the  young  ladv  believes  her- 
self justified  in  speaking  of  him  with  the  levity,  the  total 
absence  of  moderation,  which  will  have  struck  vou  as  it  did 
me.     In  fact,  since  that  first  little  outburst  on  her  part,  things 
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)^.!ii  to  have  corni'  to  mkIi  a  puss  that  M.  de  TrailU'",  ui 
-  ;i-.|ucii(i'  of  this  ()i  of  oiluT  similar  rciiiarks,  con^iil.ivil 
!.,:ii-iil'  MTioii>|y  eoniproiniscd,  and  dosirfd  llic  joiirnali.si  — 
rtl:.'iii  li-'  fn'<|ut'iitly  si'c.-,  of  courM- — to  ^'ivc  his  irach -toii;rii,.d 
...i!:pai;icin  a  '"talkiiif,'  to."  She,  ho«(\rr,  rarrd  imt  a  jot, 
,1-  ;  -\  llif  ('(iiistaiil  dro|i|)iiij,'  of  hrr  surcustiis  and  ain'cdotos 
-i;.  !-  prodiiiiiig  the  ellVi  t,  I  will  not  say  of  a  loiiiitcnniiic, 
!';:  -r  a  cuuntir-Mauimr.  which  is  a  paralyzing  chock  on 
ill.  jMiiMiiiuiis  malignity  of  our  tcrrihh'  foe.  The  matter  of 
ihr  tnll  meanwhile  hangs  fire:  slie  lias  twiie  heen  out  to 
'.■.'■iivville,  hut  was  not  admitted. 

Tfr  journalist  has  much  to  do:  to  write  his  articles  in  tlie 

;>-!  place,  atid  to  do  various  small  johs  for  M    de  Trailles, 

;i!  uli'v-e  .HTvice  he  is  to  he.     Hence  Mile.  Antonia  is  often 

M;  ''•  licr>elf,  and,  idle  and  horcil  as  she  is,  so  hercft  of  any 

A!;i   '>f  Opera,   Hanelagh,    Boulevard   dcs    Italieiis,   she   has 

r  !i::'l  f.ir  hcr>elf  a  really  dcs[)crate  pastime,     liicredihle  as  it 

M'ln-.  thiti  amusement   is  not,  after  all.  utterly  incomprc- 

li'  ii-ihle,  as  the  device  of  a  I'arisieniie  of  her  class  e.xiled  to 

\n  -.     (Vuite  clo.se  to  the  Hotel  de  In  /'o.s'/c  is  a  bridge  over 

rh'  Aiibe.     Kelow  the  bridge,  down  a  rather  steep  slope,  a  path 

'■■a-  !"  ell  made  leading  to  the  water's  edge,  and  mj  far  beneath 

till   highroad — whicli,  indeed,  is  not  much  ficipiented — as  to 

iin.niise  precious  silence  and  solitude  to  tho.<(.'  who  choose  to 

p'  ihrre  and  dream  to  the  music  of  the  waters.     Mile.  Antonia 

in  l;r.-t  betook  her.-elf  to  sit  tlicre  with  a  book;  hut  perhajjs, 

f'l'  III  a  painful  association  with  the  remembrance  of  her  read- 

!!iL'--'.im,  "books,"'  as  she  says,  "are  not  niucli  in  her  line"; 

:!!!'i  at  last  the  landlady  of  the  inn,  .seeing  how  tired  the  poor 

vin!  uas  of  herself,  happily  thought  of  otrering  her  guest  the 

i:.r   ,f  a  very  complete  set  of  lishing-tackle  belonging  to  her 

ini-iand,  whose  multifarious  husines.s  compels  him  to  leave  it 

■'"!■  ibe  most  part  idle. 

Til'  fair  exile  had  some  luck  with  her  rir.4  attempts,  and 
l'"k  a  great  liking  for  the  pastime,  which  is  evidently  very 
fiMinatinp.  since  it  has  so  many  fanatical  devotees;  and  now 
tt..'  frw  passers-by,  who  cross  the  bridge,  nuiy  admire,  on  the 
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banks  of  the   Anl)o,  a  charming  water-nymph   in  flonnced 
skirts  and  a  broad-l)rinuncd  straw  hat,  casting  hor  lino  with 
the  conscientious  gravity  of  the  most  sportsman-like  Pari, 
arab.  in  spite  of  the  cluinges  of  our  yet  unsettled  temperature 
So  far  so  good,  and  at  present  tiie  ladv's  fishing  has  not 
much  to  do  with  our  eie(ti..n  ;  but    f  ycu  siiould  hapiH-ii  to 
remember  iii  Don  Quixolc—a  book  you  api)re(iate,  mad.nno 
for  the  sake  of  the  good  sense  and  mirthful  phil()soj)hv  tl,at 
abound  in  it— a  somewhat  unpleasant  adventure  that  bcfalN 
Rosinante  among  the  Muleteers,  you  will  anticipate,  before  1 
tell  you,  the  good  lu<k  to  us  that  has  resulted  from  Made- 
moiselle  Antonia'3   suddenly   developed    fancv.      Our   rival 
Beauvisage,  is  not  merely  a  hosier  (retired)  and  an  t'xemplarv 
mayor,  he  is  also  a  model  husband,  never  having  tripped  in 
the  j.ath  of  virtue,  respecting  and  admiring  his  wife.     !•  verv 
evening,  l,y  her  orders,  he  is  in  bed  bv  ten  o'clock,  wliile  Ma- 
dame  Heauvisage  and  her  daughter  go  into  what   Arcis  i« 
agreed  to  call  Society.     But  stagnant  waters  are  the  deepest 
they  say,  and  nothing  could  lie  less  chaste  and  well  regulated 
than  the  calm  and  decorous  Rosinante  in  the  meeting  1  liav.' 
alluded  to.     In  short,  Beauvisage,  making  the  rounds  of  las 
town— his  laudable  and  daily  habit- standing  on  the  hrid-e 
happened  to  remark  the  damsel,  her  arm  extended  with  niaidv 
vigor,  her  figure  gracefully  balanced,  absorbed  in  her  favorite 
eport.     A  bewitching,  impatient  jerk  as  the  fair  fisher-maKim 
drew  up  the  line  when  she  had  not  a  nib!)l.'.  was,  perliap- 
the  electric  spark  which  fired  the  heart  of  the  hitherto  blame- 
Jess  magistrate.     None,  indeed,  can  tell  how  the  matter  came 
about,  nor  at  what  ])recise  moment. 

1  may,  however,  observe  that  in  the  interval  between  hU 
retirement  from  the  cotton  night-cap  trad.>  and  his  election 
as  mayor,  P.eauvisage  himself  had  practised  the  art  of  au<r]in'^ 
wilh  .ii>iinguished  skill,  and  would  do  >o  still  but  for  lii^ 
higlHT  dignity,  which— unlike  Louis  X  I  V.— keeps  him  from 
the  shore.  Jt  struck  him,  no  doubt,  that  the  poor  girl,  with 
more  good-will  than  knowledge,  did  not  set  to  wcrk  the  ri<,'lit 
w-ay  ;  and  it  is  not  impossible  that,  as  she  is  temporarily  under 
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THliction,  the  idea  of  guiding  lior  into  the  riglit  way 
MPigin  of  his  apparent  niisconduet.     This  alone  is 
n!;,.ii      rosiing  the  bridge  with  her  mother,  Mile.  Beauvi- 
S1-.  N'v    an  nifaiit  Icrriblc,  suddenly  exolainied: 
•U'ly.  papa  is  talking  to  that  Paris  woman!" 
T-  make  sure,  hy  a  glance,  of  the  monstrous  fact;  to  rush 
l-'w-  tii''  ^^lope;  to  face  her  iuisband,  whom  she  found  benm- 
;:_'  v.iili  smiles  and  the  blissful  look  of  a  sheej)  in  clover-  to 
|ri.-l.   luni   with  a  thundering  "Pray,   what   are  vou  doing 
iKH-    to  leave  him  no  retreat  but  into  the  river,' and  issm^ 
lu!   s.uereign  command  that  he  should  go— this,  madame 
wa-  !l)(.  prompt  action  of  Mrae.  Beauvisage  nee  Grevin ;  while 
Mlir.  Chocardelle,  at  first  amazed,  but  soon  guessing  what  had 
•lii'l"  ii.'d,  went  into  fits  of  the  most  uncontrollable  laughter. 
An.i  though  these  proceedings  may  be  regarded  as  justifiable, 
::  •  V  ,  annot  bo  called  judicious,  for  the  catastrophe  was  known 
!  •  :n.    whole  town  by  the  evening,  and  .AI.  Beauvisiige,  con- 
V'-'l  nf  the  most  deplorable  laxity,  saw  a  still  further  thin- 
liint:  of  his  reduced  phalan.\  of  followers. 
Il"»ever,  the  Oondreville-Crevin  faction  still  held  its  own 
would  you  believe  it?— Mile.  Antonia  once  more  was  the 
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of  overthrowing  their  last  defences. 
■^   is  the   history  of   the   marvel.     Mother   Marie   des 


A!:-.-  Wished  for  an  interview  with  the  Comte  de  Gondre- 
vili-:  hut  she  did  not  know  how  to  manage  it,  as  she  thought 
It  an  ,11-timed  request.  Having  some  severe  remarks  to  make, 
"  ""nld  seem,  she  would  not  ask  the  old  man  to  visit  her 
'"■■  ;  impose;  it  was  too  cruel  an  ofTence  to  charitv.  Besides 
■■■""'-nations  fired  point-hlank  at  the  culprit  miss  their  aim 
■■■;'  a>  often  as  they  frighten  them;  whereas  observations 
-■■■  insinuated  are  far  more  certain  to  have  the  desired 
■  •  :  Still,  time  was  fleeting;  the  election  takes  place  to- 
'  ■•'•rou  -^Sunday,  and  to-night  the  prelirainarv  meeting  is  to 
^"-  "M.  The  poor,  dear  lady  did  not  know  which  wav  to'turn 
«•>''.  M-tne  information  reached  her  which  was  not  a  little 
"■'"•■nng.  A  fair  sinner,  who  had  come  to  Arci?  intending 
t"  i."  f  some  money  out  of  Keller,  GondrevilleV  Ron-in-law,  had 
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heard  of  the  virtues  of  .Mother  Marie  des  Anges,  of  her  in- 
defatigable Iciiidnesp  and  lier  fine  old  age — in  short,  all  that 
is  said  of  iier  in  the  district  where  slie  is,  next  to  Danton,  the 
chief  object  of  interest ;  and  this  minx's  great  regret  was  that 
slu'  dared  not  ask  to  be  admitted  to  her  presence. 

An  hour  later,  this  note  was  delivered  at  the  Hotel  de  la 
Postc: — 


"M.vnEMOiSKr.i.K. — I  am  told  that  you  wish  to  see  nip,  and 
do  not  know  liow.  Nothing  can  Ite  easier:  ring  at  the  (i(x<: 
of  my  solemn  dwelling,  ask  tlie  Sister  who  opens  it  for  roe, 
do  not  be  overawed  iiy  my  black  dress  and  grave  face,  nnr 
fancy  that  1  force  my  advi<e  on  pretty  girls  who  do  not  ask 
it,  and  may  one  day  Ix'  better  saints  than  I  am. 

''That  is  the  whole  secret  of  an  interview  with  Mother  Marip 
des  Anges,  who  greets  you  in  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ.      ^" 


As  j-ou  may  suppose,  madanie.  there  was  no  refusing  so 
gracious  an  invitation,  and  before  long  Mile,  .\ntonia,  in  the 
soljerest  garb  at  her  command,  was  on  her  way  to  the  convent. 
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ing, which  mu--t,  have  been  a  curious  one;  but  nobody  wa« 
present,  nor  have  I  been  able  to  hear  what  report  of  it  wa- 
given  by  the  wandering  lamb,  who  came  away  moved  t" 
tears. 

When  the  journalist  tried  to  make  fun  of  Iter  convcrtcfl 
airs: 

"There,  hold  your  tongue  I"  said  Mile.  Antonia.  "Vou 
never  in  your  life  wrote  such  a  sentence!'' 

"What  was  the  .sentence,  ecmie'" 

"  MJo.  my  child,'  said  the  good  old  huly.  'the  wavs  of  Goii 
are  beautiful  and  little  known:  there  is  mor^  stuff  to  makf 
II  saint  of  in  a  ]\fagdalen  than  in  many  a  nun.'  " 

.\nd  T  mav  add.  madame,  that  as  she  repeated  the  wurd^ 
tlie  poop  girl's  voic"  brokf,  and  she  put  h  t  haiidkerchiof 
to  her  eve«.  The  journalist — a  disgrac^e  t(<  the  press,  one  of 
those  wretch's  who  are  no  more  typiral  of  the  press  than  a 
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bail  prit'st  is  of  religion — .hi;  journalivst  began  to  laugh,  hut 
fniiiiii^;  danger,  he  added,  "And,  pray,  when  do  you  mean 
riNiiU  lo  go  to  Gondreville  to  .<j)eak  to  Keller,  whom  I  shall 
itiiamlv  end  hy  kieking — in  a  corner  of  some  article — iu 
vjuii  u(  iill  MaximeV  instructionn  to  the  contrary?" 

■Alii  1  going  to  meddle  with  any  such  dirty  tricks r"  asked 
Aiitniiia,  with  dignity. 
■■What":'     So  now  you  do  not  mean  to  present  your  hill  I" 
•■|     '    rei)lied    the    devotee    of    Mother    .Marie    des    Anges, 
i.T^liiMv  echoing  lu'r  H'titiineiits.  Itut  in  her  own  words.     "/ 
irv  !m  bhukmail  a  family  in  >uch  grief?     Wiiy,  the  recollee- 
!i.';i  ,:\  It  would  stab  me  on  my  dealiihed.  an<!  I  could  never 
ii- I'M  that  tiod  would  have  mercy  upon  me." 
"W.  II,  then,  become  an  I'rsuline  and  have  done  with  it." 
■•|;  -Illy  I  had  courage  enough,  1  .<hould  perhaps  he  happier; 
i'li!.  ill  any  rate,  I  will  not  go  to  (iondreville. —  Mother  Marie 
lii  -   \iiges  will  settle  everything." 
"Why,  wretched  child,  you  never  left  the  lull  with  her!" 
"1  was  going  tn  tear  it   up,  hut  she  slopped  me,  and  told 
i;;'  !'   give  it  to  her,  and  that  she  would  nuuuige  to  pull  me 
ihp'uu^li  by  hook  or  by  crook." 
■<i!i.    very    well!     Vou    were   a   creditor — you    will    be   a 


"\>i.  for  1  an!  giving  alms.     I  told  Madame  the  Abbe?-s  to 

■;    '.he  money  for  the  poor." 

'^»;.,  if  you  arc  going  to  be  a  benefactress  to  convents  with 

,    -iher  vice  of  angling,  you  will  be  plea-ant  company  I" 

"\'i-]  will  not  li;ivo  my  <'>mpany  for  long,  fur  J   am  off 

-  -\'-iiiiig,  and  lea\i     on  to  your  dirty  job." 
ihiilu!     (joing  to  be  a  rarmel.lc?" 
'  aiiiielite  is  good,"  retorted  .-Vntoiiia  shaijily  ;  "very  good, 

i  •     \  when  I  am  leaving  a  Louis  XI  \." 

.'\en  she  most  ignorant  of  the.<e  girls  al;  kno>r  the 
■  !'  ia  Valliere.  whom  iiuy  would  crfainly  adopt  as 
.:iion  saint,  if  Saint  Louise  of  Men  v  iiad  ever  been 

how  Mother   Mane   des   Anges   uork«o    ihr   miraelc 
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I  know  not,  but  llu'  CoiiUe  de  Goudruville's  <  arriagi'  «•&. 
stiiiulmg  thi^  morning  at  the  lunvvnt  gate;  tlu-  rnirsfir,  ot- 

II  undcri-tood,  consisting  not  in  liaviiig  i)rought  that  nid  .wl 
ou!.  tor  lie  liurri<(l  olf,  you  mii\  lie  surf,  a--  -i»mi  hs  he  !iear>i  'ii 
tt'ii  thousand  francs  to  ho  paid,  though  the  money  was  not  to 
conic  out  111'  Ills  jtursc  but  KcHcr's — it  was  the  fanulyV,  ami 
sucli  misers  as  lie  have  a  horror  of  other  folks  spending  whi- 
tliey  do  not  think  tiie  money  well  laid  out.  Hut  .Mother 
Marie  des  Anges  was  not  content  witli  having  got  him  to  rat- 
convent  ;  she  did  our  business  too.  Un  leaving,  the  I'eer  ilr  vt 
to  see  his  /riend  (.ireviii;  and  in  tlie  course  of  the  !ia\  tiir 
old  notary  told  a  number  of  persons  that  really  his  son-i:--iaw 
was  too  stupid  by  half,  that  be  had  ;,'ot  himself  into  ill  .mi.i 
through  tills  all'air  with  the  Parisian  damsel,  and  that  notliin.- 
could  ever  be  made  of  him. 

.Meanwhile,  it  was  rumored  that  the  priests  of  the  twn 
parishes  had  each  received,  by  the  hand  of  .Mother  .Marie  df> 
Anges,  a  sum  of  a  thousand  crowns  for  di>tribiition  among  tlir 
poor,  given  to  her  by  a  benevolent  person  who  wished  t.i  n - 
main  unknown.  Sallenauve  is  furious  because  some  of  our 
agents  are  going  about  saying  that  he  is  the  anonymous  lieiie- 
factor,  and  a  gnat  many  peoi)le  believe  it,  though  the  story 
of  Keller's  bill  has  got  aljout,  ;iud  it  would  be  easy  to  tniee 
this  liberality  to  the  real  donor.  But  when  once  the  wind 
is  favorable,  it  i>  dillicult  to  trim  the  sails  with  mathematical 
exactitude,  atul  you  often  get  more  way  on  than  you  wish. 

M.  Ma.xmic  de  Trailles  cannot  get  over  it,  and  there  i> 
every  {irobability  that  the  defeat,  which  he  must  now  see  1? 
ine\  liable,  will  wreck  his  prospects  of  marriage.  All  that 
can  be  said  with  regani  to  his  overthrow  is  what  we  ahvay.'^ 
say  of  an  author  who  has  failed — he  is  a  clever  man,  and  will 
ha\-   his  revenge. 

.\  very  -trange  man,  madame,  is  this  organist,  whose  n;ime. 
Brieheteau.  is  tiie  same  as  that  of  one  of  our  great  physicians, 
though,  they  are  not  related.  It  Is  impossible  to  have  moro 
energy,  !i  .n  presence  of  mind,  iiKn-o  devotion  and  intelligence, 
and  then   are  not  two  men  in  Europe  who  can  play  the  organ 
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;-    V  lioos.     Y(vu.  who  \vi>h  Nai»  to  1>«  lionic'thinj;  bi'ttcr  than 

.,  .-n^'i'Uifr,  ^houUl  tertauily  ge!  liiin  to  teach  her.     Ik-  is  a 

.  would  really  teach  her  mu>ic,  and  he  will  not  oppress 

;h  his  suptriority.  for  he  is  us  nuKlest  as  he  i-;  pifti^d. 

'•iiHinauvt  -  ptwdle — jii^t  as  clever,  just  as  faithful — I 

~.i     jujit  as  ugly,  if  a  man  witli  so  <roo(l  ami  holiest  a 

.,,i!i  n.iiut^  could  be  anytlung  but  good-l(»oking. 

Marie-Gaslon   to  the   Comtesse  de  I'E^iorade. 

AR<IB-.4rR-ArBK,  >Hiula.y,  .B.ijr  12,  1839. 

'!\fi\.MK. — Yesterday  evening  the  preliminan  meeting 
.-  !i.  id,  a  somewhat  ridiculous  business,  and  unt'-ninionly 
.  -.i::rirable  for  the  candnlales;  however,  it  had  ti^  be  faced. 
A  Inn  ;ieot)le  are  going  to  {)lcdge  themselves  to  a  rcpresenta- 
'•  four  or  five  years,  it  is  natural  that  they  should 
'.,-  ill  know  something  about  him.  Is  he  intelligent  !■"  Does 
:.  ■■illy  express  the  opinions  of  which  he  carries  the  ticket? 
\\ ..':  lie  be  friendly  and  affable  to  those  persmis  whn  may 
'  r  •  •'  ((imniend  their  interests  to  his  care?  Has  he  ileter- 
:.  i':'>ii?  Will  he  be  able  to  defend  his  ideas — if  he  has 
!  -  l;i  a  word,  will  he  represent  them  worthily,  steadily, 
.i'.-A  iruly?— This  is  the  serious  and  respectable  side  ef  the 
■>•  'ilion,  which,  not  being  enjoined  in  any  code,  must  have 
-  :  j"k1  reason  for  its  existence  to  have  established  itself  so 
■':!;:    .i~  a  matter  of  eustoin. 

I'  i  'Very  medal  has  its  reverse;  and  on  the  other  side  we 

;■  ..  -  '  the  voter  at  such  meetings  pulfed  up  with  arrogance, 

.-        '  ilis])lay  the  sovereign  authority  whieli  he  i*  about  to 

•  ■   ■;   '■  to  \\\<  (1  puty,  selling  if  as  dear  as  he  is  able.      From 

:!pertinence  of  some  of  the  questions  put   to  the  can- 

:         ,  might  you  not  suppose  that  he  was  a  serf,  over  whom 

''•r  had  the  power  of  I'fi'  and  death?     There  is  not  a 

•    if  his  private  life  which  the  unhappy  'uortal  can  be 

^i!     "t'  hiding  from   prying  curiosity,  as  to   merelv   stupid 

■  ■' -■    'lis.  anything   is  conceivablt> — as   "Does  lie   prefer   the 

''^'.:'      'f  Champagne  to  those  of  Hordeaux?"" — At  Bordeaux, 
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where  wine  is  the  ali;,n"".  "^ufh  a  prt-fircncc  would  prove  a 
lack  of  jiatriotism,  and  seriously  L-iidiiiigcr  his  return.  Manv 
voters  attend  solely  to  enjoy  the  confusion  of  the  nominees. 
They  cross-examine  them,  as  they  call  it,  to  amuse  themselves. 
as  ihildrcn  spin  a  eoekehat'er  ;  or  as  of  yore  old  judges  watched 
the  torture  of  a  criminal,  and  even  nowadays  young  doctors 
enjoy  an  autopsy  or  an  operation.  Many  have  not  even  so 
refined  a  taMe;  they  come  simply  for  the  fun  of  the  huhbub. 
the  coiil'uMon  of  voices  which  is  certain  to  arise  under  such 
circumshuKc.-:  or  they  look  forward  to  an  opportunity  for  dis- 
playing some  jilcasing  accomplishment;  for  instanc^e.  at  the 
moment  when— as  the  reports  of  the  sittings  in  the  Chamber 
have  it— the  tumult  is  at  its  height,  it  is  not  uncommon  to 
hear  a  miraculously  accurate  imitation  of  the  crowing  of  a 
cock,  or  the  yelping  of  a  dog  when  his  foot  is  trodden  on. 
Jntelligence,  which  alone  should  he  allowed  to  vote,  having, 
like  (rAuhignc' — .Mine,  de  Maintenon's  hrother— taken  its  j)ro- 
motion  in  cash,  we  cannot  he  surpri.sed  to  find  stupid  folks 
among  the  electors,  and  indeed  they  are  numerous  enough  in 
this  world  to  have  a  claim  to  he  represented. 

The  meeting  was  held  in  a  good-sized  hall,  where  an  eating- 
house  keeper  gives  a  dance  every  Sunday.  There  is  a  raised 
gallery  for  the  orchestra,  which  was  reserved  as  a  sort  of 
platform,  to  which  a  few  non-voters  were  admitted;  I  was 
one  of  these  privileged  few.  Some  ladies  occupied  front  seats: 
Mnie.  Marion,  the  aunt  of  (liguet  the  advocate,  one  of  the 
candidates;  Mme.  and  .Mile.  Mollot.  the  wife  and  daughter  of 
the  clerk  of  assize,  and  a  few  others  who.«e  names  and  position 
I  htivo  forgotten.  Mme.  and  Mile.  Reauvi.sage,  like  Brutus 
and  ("assius,  were  conspicuous  hy  their  ahsence. 

Hef()r(>  Jf.  Beauvisage  presented  himself  for  election.  M. 
Simon  (liguet,  it  would  seem,  was  supposed  to  have  a  u-'iid 
chance:  now,  the  appearance  in  the  field  of  our  fri<  nd 
Sailenauve,  who  in  his  turn  has  outstripped  the  mayor,  leaves 
the  lawyer  two  rungs  hehind.  l[is  father,  an  old  Colonel  of 
the  Empire,  is  greatly  respecte<l  in  th(>  neighhorhood ;  and  as, 
a  testimony  of  their  regiet  at   not  being  able  to  elect  his 
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jnii,  tlioy  unanimously  voted  him  into  the  president's  chair. 

ii:;;uet  was  tlie  lir^l  ciiiidHiate  to  iuldress  tlie  meeting;  his 
-jM  r,  h  was  long,  a  medley  of  coiiimoiiphice  ;  very  few  questions 
ui  i.  |)iit  to  him  to  he  leeorded  in  tins  report.  Every  one 
fill  ili.it  tlie  real  battle  was  not  to  he  fought  here. 

Tinii  M.  Heauvisage  was  called  for.  Maitre  Aehillo  I'igoult 
pj-r  ;ind  hegged  to  he  allowed  to  speak,  and  said: 

"M.  le   Maire  has  iiecn  very  unwell   since  yesterday " 

Shuiiis  and  roars  of  laughter  interrupted  the  speaker. 

I  "loiii'l  Giguet  rang  the  he'll  witii  which  he  had  heen  duly 
[inAi(it(l  for  a  long  time  liefore  silence  was  restored.  At  the 
;:r-!  lull.  Mail  re  rigouil  tried  again: 

■■.\>  1  had  the  honor  of  saying,  gentlemen,  M.  lo  Mairo, 
.MiilVring  as  he  is  from  an  attack,  which,  though  not  seri- 

A  fresh  outbreak,  more  noisy  than  the  first.  Like  all 
■  ill  -oldiers.  Colonel  (iiguet's  temper  is  neither  very  long- 
-II if' ling  nor  altogether  i>arliainentary.  lie  started  to  his 
fii!.  ixclaiming: 

•lientlenian,  this  is  not  one  of  Frappart"s  halls"  (the  name 
"f  ilie  owner  of  the  room)  ;  "I  must  beg  you  to  behave  with 
;'!■.  aicr  decency,  otherwise  1  shall  resign  the  chair."' 

ii  :>  to  i)e  sujjposed  tiiat  a  liody  of  iiu'n  prefer  to  be  rough- 
ri'M.  n.  for  this  exhortation  was  received  with  a[)plause,  and 
.-:'•  iiM'  seemed  fairly  well  restored. 

"A-  1  was  saying,  to  my  regret,"  .Maitre  Achille  began  once 
iii"!v.  varying  his  phra.s'  each  time,  "having  a  tiresome  in- 
<l;-i'"-ition  which,  though  not  .serious,  will  confine  him  to  his 
I"  111  fur  some  day.< " 

l.ii-s  of  voice  I"  said  somebody. 

"Our  excellent  and  resnoeted  Mayor,"  Achille  Pigoult  went 
'".  ln'cdless  of  the  interruption,  "'(•ould  not  have  the  pleasure 

attending  this  nieetinL'.      iinwever.   ]\Iadanie   Beuuvisage, 

'i!:"iii  1  had  the  honor  of  seeing  but  just  now,  told  me,  and 

'!i:!iiissioned  me  to  tell  you.  tliat  for  the  present  ^I.  Heau- 

\  -;  ji'  foregoes  the  honor  of  claiming  your  suffrage-,  begging 
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such  gentlemen  as  had  e.\j)ns.-ecl  llieir  interest  in  his  election 
to  trant-i'er  tiieir  vol   -  l(j  M.  Sinioii  tii^'uet." 

This  Aeliillf  i'i<.'oult  1^  a  very  shrewd  individual,  who  had 
very  skilfully  linm^ilil  aliuut  the  intervention  of  Mnie.  Beuu- 
visage,  tliiift  elllj)lla^i/lll^'  her  tonjugal  supreniaey.  The  as- 
sembly were,  liowcv^  r,  loo  ilioroiighiy  provmeial  to  appreciate 
this  little  dirty  tm  k.  In  the  country  women  are  constantly 
mixed  uj)  with  their  husbands'  concerns,  even  the  most 
masculine;  and  iln'  old  story  of  the  priest's  housekeeper,  who 
replied  (juite  M'nou.-ly,  "Wr  cannot  say  mass  so  -heap  as 
that,"  has  to  us  a  spire  of  tin'  absurd  which  in  many  small 
towns  would  not  be  recognized. 

Finally,  Sallcnauve  rose,  and  1  was  at  once  struck  by  the 
calm  ease  ami  dignity  of  his  demeanor  on  the  platform.  This 
is  a  most  n'a>>uriiig  [iromi-e  for  other  and  more  serious  oc- 
casions, for  of  one  thing  tiiere  can  l)e  no  doubt — the  char- 
acter and  (juality  of  a  man's  audience  have  hardly  anything  to 
do  with  his  sensations.  To  the  speaker  who  has  fear  at  his 
heels  it  is  all  the  same  whether  he  is  addressing  lords  or 
louts.  They  are  eyes  to  stare  at  him,  ears  to  hear  him  ;  what 
he  sees  before  him  are  not  men,  but  one  man — the  meeting, 
of  whom  he  is  conscious  as  a  mass,  not  analyzing  it  into 
elements. 

After  brieily  enumerating  the  farts  whieh  tie  him  to  the 
district,  and  alluding  with  i-kill  and  dignity  to  his  birth,  as 
iiut  being  tlic  sainr  (is  iiuiat  people's,  Sallcnauve  set  forth  his 
political  views,  lie  esteems  a  repiil)!ic  as  the  best  form  of 
government,  but  believes  it  impossible  to  maintain  in  France; 
hence  ho  lannot  wish  for  it.  He  believes  that  really  repre- 
sentative government,  with  the  politics  of  the  camnriUa  po 
firmly  muzzled  that  tliere  is  nothing  to  be  feared  from  its 
constant  outbreaks  and  inces.smt  schemes,  may  tend  largely 
to  the  dignity  and  j)rosperity  of  a  nation.  Liberty  and 
Equality,  ihe  two  great  principles  which  triumphed  in  "Sii. 
have  tile  soundest  guarantees  from  that  form  of  government. 
As  to  the  i)o-;>ible  trickery  that  kingly  power  may  bring  to 
bear  against  them,  institutions  cannot  prevent  it.     Men  and 


THE    MEMBER    FOK    ARCIS 


250 


till'  moral  senst.',  ratlitT  than  the  hiws,  must  ho  on  the  alert 
i;i  Mirh  u  catip ;  and  he,  Sallcnauvc,  will  always  be  one  of 
ill.  -.  living  obstaok's. — Ho  exprosffed  himself  as  an  ardent  siip- 
jiuMi  r  of  freedom  in  teaching,',  said  that  in  his  opinion  further 
.inhoiiiy  iiii^dit  lie  brought  to  hear  on  the  Itudget,  that  there 
,\.!v  iiKi  many  jiaid  ollieials  in  the  Chamber,  and  that  the 
(.'ill  c^-iH'cially  was  too  strongly  represented. — The  eleetors 
uiiM  -iiouid  vote  for  him  were  not  to  exjiect  that  he  would 
1 .1  r  lake  any  step  in  their  behalf  wliieh  was  not  i>ased  on  rea- 
-  Ill  ,i:id  jiistiee.  It  had  been  said  that  the  word  "impossible" 
\va>  not  French.  Vet  there  was  one  impossibility  that  he 
rtruLMiized,  and  by  which  he  should  always  feel  it  an  honor 
!  I  !h.  beaten,  namely,  any  infringement  of  justice  or  the  least 
atUiiifit  to  defeat  the  right.      (Loud  applau.se.) 

.^ileiue  being  restored,  one  of  the  eli'ctors  spoke: 

"Miiiisieur,"  said  he,  after  due  lieen.-je  from  the  chairman, 
•vi.ii  iiave  said  thai  you  will  accept  no  otlice  from  the  (Jovtrn- 
iii'iii.  Is  not  that  by  implication  casting  a  slur  on  those  who 
an  in  oflice?  My  name  is  Oodivet;  I  am  the  town  registrar; 
i  ill'  not  therefore  conceive  myself  open  to  the  scorn  of  my 
rt'-pi  lied  fellow-citizens." 

."^iinl  Sallenauve: 

■I  am  delighted,  monsieur,  to  hear  that  the  Government 
ha-  cnnferred  on  you  functions  which  you  fulfil,  I  am  sure, 
w!i!i  perfect  rectitude  and  ability.  But  may  I  inquire 
vw..:iier  you  were  from  the  first  at  the  head  of  the  otlice  you 
iiiaiiaije?" 

"' 'rtainly  not,  monsieur.  I  was  for  three  years  super- 
r.  '•.•  rary ,  I  then  rose  through  the  various  grades;  and  I  may 
iii::'-tlv  say  that  niv  modest  promotion  was  never  due  to 
faM.r.- 

Will,  then,  monsieur,  what  would  you  say  if  I.  with 
Hiv  title  as  deputy — supposing  me  to  secure  the  suffrages  of 
ill.  voters  in  this  district — 1.  who  have  never  been  a 
m;:i  rnumerary,  and  have  passed  no  grade,  who  should  have 
':  I'  the  Ministry  no  service  but  that  >>f  voting  on  its  side — 
;f  I  wore  suddenly  appointed  to  be  director-general  of  your 
dfpariment — and  such  things  have  been  seen?" 
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"I  hliould  Niv—  I  .-ln'iilil  i^Jiy,  iiioiisii'tir,  tliat  tlu-  choico 
WHS  a  <f(Mi(l  01H'.  siiuc  tlir  Kin;,'  v\n\il(l  liavc  iiia<lf  it." 

"Xn.  iiiniisK  iir.  yon  wmild  ii'>t  .»iiy  mi;  (ir  if  you  sniil  it 
aldud.  wiiicli  i  (aiiiiMi  liciii'\c  |i(i>.«i)ili',  you  would  think  tn 
yourself  tli.il  .-IK  li  iiii  a|)|i(iiiitiMint  was  ndniilous  and  uiiju>t. 
'When-  till'  dtiKc  (lid  ihf  iiiaii  Irani  tiir  diiriciill  liusiiicss  of 
an  nllicr  uhcii  lie  lin-  lii'cii  a  -cnlptur  all  his  lilf'-'  von  winiM 
ask.  And  yon  would  he  riijht  not  to  a|i|irovt'  of  the  royiil 
caprice;  for  ari|nired  rijxlil  lon.i,'  and  honoraiile  .-erviee,  mih! 
tlic  re;.'i:';ir  |iroLM'ssioii  of  advaiUH'ineiit  would  he  iiuUitlcd 
by  this  -y.-tem  of  >ele(  lion  hy  tlu'  Soverei^^'ii's  pleasure,  .\iiii 
it  is  to  ^how  that  I  di.-apnrove  (d'  tlu-  eryinj.'  aiiu.sc  1  ;nn 
deiionnein;: ;  it  is  heeanx'  1  do  not  think  it  just,  or  ri;:lit.  cir 
advantai'eons  that   a   man   ^hould  ho  thus   raised  over  otlicr 


men's  heads  to  the  h 


>t  posts  in  the  puhlie  serviei 


that 


])ledf:e  myself  to  ;i((t    it  iio  jironiot ioii.     And  do  you  still  think, 


monsieur,  that  I  am  eontei 


nniiu 


-iieh  functions?     i)o  I  not 


rather  treat  them  with  the  jm  atcst  resix-ct  ?"' 

M.  (ioilivct  expre-^ed  himself  sati>fied. 

■'But  look  here,  sir."  cried  another  elector,  after  requesting 
leave  in  a  somev. 'lat  vinous  voice,  "yoii  say  you  will  never 
a>k  for  an\thiiif^  for  your  electors;  then  what  jrood  will  you 
be  to  us  ?" 

"I  ncM'r  said,  my  ;,'ood  friend,  that  1  would  ask  for  noth- 
ing for  my  cot  -titiients ;  I  said  I  would  ask  for  nothinjr  but 
what  was  just.     That,   I   mav  >ay,   I    will  demand   with  dt 
termination   and    jierseverance.    for  justice   ought   always  to 


be  tl 


lus  servei 


'Not  but  what  there  are  other  ways  of  .serving  it,"  the 


iniw 


went  on.  "For  instance,  there  was  that  lawsuit  what  they  niade 
me  lose  against  dean  Heniy — we  had  had  words,  you  see,  about 
a  landjnark " 


'"Well."  sai<l  Colonel  (iiguet.  interposing,  "voii  are  not.  I 
suppose,  going  to  tell  us  the  history  of  your  lawsuit  and  speak 
disrespectfully  of  the  nuigistrates?" 

"The  magistrates.  Colonel  'i  1  respect  thorn,  which  I  was 
a  member  of  the  munieipalif  v  for  six  weeks  in  '93,  and  I  know 
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till  I  iw. — But  to  conic  hack  to  my  [Miiiit.  I  want  to  ask  the 
I',  .i!,.  iiiiiii,  wlio  is  licri'  to  aii-wcr  nic  jn.«t  as  iiiticli  as  the 
-;;;•!-.  wliat  is  his  opiiiioii  «if  tlif  liccn-cd  tnlia.-.n  jnhs." 

M;,  opiniM-i  of  IoInkco  Ijccmi-.- y  That  woiil.l  1„.  a  littl.- 
d;:' riilt  to  state  Ipriclly.  IIo\vt\cr.  I  iiiav  ^'o  so  far  as  to  say 
'!;,it.  if  I  am  correctly  iiiforin-d.  iliry  do  not  seem  to  me  to 
•"  .1  ■>\,iys  JM(!iciously  ;rraiii.i|." 

■"■,  II  (l(,i)(.  you!  ^,,11  are  a  man  I"'  crie<I  tl\e  voter,  "and 
i  ;ll  \ote  for  yon,  f(pr  llu  v  won't  make  a  fool  of  you  in  a 
hiirry,  I  helicxc  yon:  llie  lohaceo  liccnM  »  are  ^'jven  away 
ii::  i;i>\v,  Why,  there  is  Jean  U'emy's  >:irl— a  had  neij:hhor  he 
■A  !-.  lie  has  never  hoen  a  yanl  away  from  Ins  ])loii;.'Ii  tail,  and 

:  :!its  with  his  wife  every  day  of  the  week,  and-    — " 

■  I'lit.  my  pood  fellow,"  said  the  diairman,  irderrupting 
■■yon  are  really  encroachin<,'  on   these  <:entlemeii's  pa- 

•A",  no;  let  him  sju-ak  !"  was  shunted  on  ail  sides. 

The  man  amnscd  ihem,  and  Sallenauve  pi\e  the  Polonel 
•  1  iKiiierstand  that  he  too  would  like  to  know  what  the  fellow 
V  •- '  iniin;:  to.     So  the  elector  went  on  : 

"  I  hen  what  I  say  is  this,  savinjr  your  presence,  niv  dear 
V"l  ill.  I,  there  was  that  f,'irl  of  dean  h'emv's— and  I  will  never 
^r:'."  hini  any  peace,  not  even  in  hell,  f.>r  my  landmark  was 
II'  ^-  ri.u'ht  j)laoe  and  your  experts  were  iill  wrong — well,  what 
li    -  I  lie  girl  do?     There  she  leaves  her  father  and  mother, 

■  iT  she  goes  to  Pans:  what  is  she  up  to  in  Paris?  Well, 
I  i  '!  I't  go  to  see;  hut  if  she  doesn't  scrajic  a(i|n.iintanee  with 
it  ;:■  nil»T  of  the  Cliamher.  and  at  this  day  she  has  a  licensed 
f"' .  <ro  shop  in  the  Hue  Montretard.  one  of  the  loiigi>st  streets 
::i  I'lris:  whereas,  if  I  should  kick  the  hucket  to-dav  or  to- 
mnrn.u.  there  is  my  wife,  the  widow  of  a  hardworking  man. 
TtMiji'd  with  rheumatism  all  along  of  slet'ping  in  the  woods 

■  rii:.'  the  terror  of  IS]:, — and  wliereV  the  tohaeoo  license  she 
■'V'  i:!il  iret.  I  should  like  to  know!" 

'i'''it  you  are  not  dead  yet,"  said  one  aTid  another  in  reply 
t"  •''.;-  wonderful  record  of  -ervice.  And  the  Colonel,  to  put 
•tn  ■  i!'!  to  this  burlesfjue  scene,  gave  the  next  turn  to  a  little 
p;i-try(  ook,  a  well-known  renuidican. 
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The  new  s-peakiT  a.-kcil  Sallfiiauve  in  a  high  falsetto  voice 
this  insidiou-s  (iiii'.-ti.iu,  wliirh  al  Arcis  indcfd  may  be  called 
national. 

•'What,  sir,  i>  viiur  (i|mii,i>ii  of  Danton?"' 

"Monsieur  Dnuphin.'"  .snd  liic  I'n'sidenl,  "I  mnst  he  al- 
lowed to  point  out  In  vnu  that  Danlon  is  now  a  part  of  his- 
tory." 

"Tlie  Pantheon  uf   Ili>tnry,  Monsieur  le  President,  is  the 

proper  term." 

"Well,  well !— Ilistnry.  or  the  Pantheon  of  History— Dan- 
ton  seems  to  lue  to  liave  nothing  to  do  with  the  matter  in 

hand." 

"Allow  me,  Mr.  President,"  said  Sallenauve.  "Though  the 
question  ha>  ajiparfntly  im  diivc  t  Ix'aring  on  the  objects  of 
this  meeting,  still,  in  a  town  wliiib  still  rings  with  the  fame 
of  that  illustrious  name,  I  cannot  shirk  thi'  opportunity  offered 
me  for  giving  a  proof  of  iny  impartiality  and  independence  by 
pronouncing  on   that  great   man's  memory.  ' 

"Yes,  yes!  hear,  hear  I"  cried  the  audience,  almost  unani- 
mously. 

"I  am  firmly  convinced."  Sallenauve  went  on,  "that  if 
Danton  had  lived  in  times  as  calm  and  peaceful  as  ours,  he 
■would  have  been— as  indeed  he  was— a  good  husband,  a  good 
father,  a  warm  and  faithful  friend,  an  attaching  and  amiable 
character,  and  that  his  remarkabh  talents  would  have  raised 
him  to  an  eminent  position  in  the  State  and  in  Society." 
"Hear,  hear!  bravo  I  capital  !"' 

"Born,  on  the  contrary,  at  a  period  of  great  troubles,  in 
the  midst  of  a  storm  of  unchained  and  furious  passions,  Dan- 
ton,  of  all  men,  was  the  one  to  tilaze  up  in  this  atmosphere 
of  llame.  Danton  was  a  burning  torch,  and  his  crimson 
glow  was  onlv  too  apt  for  such  scenes  of  blood  and  horror  as 
I  will  not  now  remind  you  of. 

"But,  it  has  been  said,  the  independence  of  the  nation  had 
to  lx>  savi'd  ;  traitors  and  sneak-  had  to  he  punishe<l ;  in  short, 
a  sacriiice  had  to  be  comiummalod,  terrible  but  necessary  for 
the  re(piir(>inents  of  public  s«ifety.— CTentlcmen,  I  do  not  ac- 
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i.;i'  thi?  view  of  the  niattor.  To  kill  wholesale,  and,  as  has 
:.  --oved  twenty  times  over,  without  any  necessity — to  kill 
u.:;i..iied  men,  women,  and  prisoners  is  under  any  hypothesis 
a:i  iiiroeious  crime:  those  who  ordered  it,  tlu  se  who  allowed 
v..  t!io;e  who  did  the  deeds  are  to  me  included  in  one  and  the 
N,ii'.  (.ondenination  I" 

1  v,i«h.  madame,  that  1  could  adequately  describe  Salle- 
:;,i;;\i  "s  tone  and  face  as  he  pronounced  tliis  anathema.  You 
k'iu  how  his  countemince  is  transfiirurcd  when  a  glowinp 
ih' u-lii  fires  it. — The  audience  sat  in  ploomy  silence;  he 
had  evidently  hit  them  hard,  but  under  his  strong  hand  the 
5ti'.  il  dared  not  rear. 

"Si ill."  he  went  on,  "there  are  two  possible  sequels  to  a 
criini'  committed  and  irreparable — rcpcntanco  and  expiation. 
I'aiiiiin  expressed  his  repentance  not  in  words,  he  was  too 
[iri!iil  for  that — he  did  better,  he  acted;  and  at  the  sound 
if  the  knife  of  the  head-cutting  machine,  which  was  working 
witiiout  pause  or  respite,  at  the  risk  of  hastening  his  turn 
I"  hsc  his  own,  ho  ventured  to  move  for  a  Conmiittee  of 
*"!.  incricy.  It  was  an  almost  infallible  way  of  expiation, 
ami  when  the  day  of  expiation  came  we  all  kriow  that  he  did 
p.nt  -lirink  I  By  meeting  his  death  as  a  reward  for  his  brave 
att.'iiipt  to  stay  the  tide  of  bloodshed,  it  nu)y  be  said,  gentle- 
i;!i'ii.  that  Danton's  figure  and  memory  are  purged  of  the 
rrinison  stain  that  the  t(>rrible  September  had  left  upon  them. 
Cut  "tr  at  the  age  of  thirty-five,  flung  to  posterity.  Danton 
d'-vi'l!s  in  our  memory  as  a  man  of  powerful  intellect,  of  fine 
private  virtues,  and  of  more  than  one  generous  action — 
c  were  himself;  his  frenzied  crimes  were  the  contagion 
'ti'  age. 

"in  >hort,  in  speaking  of  such  a  man  as  he  was,  the  jus- 
!i  ■  1-  most  unjust  which  is  not  tempered  with  large  allow- 
aii'.i — a,-|(i_  gentlemen,  there  is  a  woman  who  understood 
ai!'!  nrouounced  on  Danton  better  than  vou  or  I,  bette-  than 
an-,  nrator  or  historian — the  woman  who,  in  a  sublime  spirit 
"f  ''.arity.  said  to  the  relentless,  'He  is  with  God  I  Let  us 
i'ray  for  the  peace  of  his  soul !'  " 
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The  snare  thus  avoidi'd  by  iliis  judicious  allusion  to  Mother 
Marie  des  Anj^es,  the  niectiii^'  seemed  .~ati>lied,  and  we  uu^'ht 
fancy  that  the  eaudidati'  \\a.-  at  tlic  end  of  his  examination, 
The  Coh)nel  was  juvpariu^r  to  eall  for  a  show  of  hands  uhn 
several  voters  (h'lnurred.  sayiii^^  that  tlicrt'  were  still  tw(j  mat- 
ters refjuirin^'  e.\|daiiatioM  i)y  the  nominee — Sallenauvc  liaj 
said  that  he  would  always  ftand  in  the  way  of  any  trickery 
attempted  liy  the  Sovcreii'ti  authority  a^'ainst  National  In- 
stitutions. What  were  they  to  undn-.-taiid  hy  resistance ;  did 
he  mean  armed  roisiancc,  riots,  barricades ?"" 

"Barricades."  said  Salleiiauve,  "have  always  seemed  to 
me  to  he  machine-  which  turn  and  crush  those  who  'reeled 
them;  nay,  we  are  iiound  to  htdiive  that  it  i>  iu  the  naiun 
of  a  rebellion  to  serve,  ultinuitcly,  tlie  purjiose  of  the  Govern- 
ment, since  on  every  occasion  the  police  is  presently  accused 
of  beginning,'  it. — 'I'he  resistance  1  shall  offer  will  always  \k 
legal,  and  carried  on  by  lawful  means — the  press,  speeches 
in  the  Chamber,  ami  patience — the  real  strength  of  the  op- 
pressed and  vanquished." 

If  you  knew  Latin,  niadame.  I  would  say.  "In  cittida 
vencnuiit,"  that  is  to  say,  that  the  serp'nt's  poison  is  in  its 
tail — a  statement  of  the  ancients  wliich  nioderr.  science  has 
failed  to  confirm. 

M.  de  I'Estorade  was  not  mi^^taken  :  Sallenauve's  private 
life  was  made  a  matter  of  prying  imiuiry;  and,  under  liio 
inspiration,  no  doultt,  of  Ma.xime.  the  virttunis  Ma.xime,  whn 
had  ilung  out  several  hints  through  the  journalist  intrusted 
with  his  noble  j)lot,  our  friend  was  at  last  (jucstioned  as  to 
the  handsome  Italian  he  keeps  "hidden"  in  his  house  in  Paris. 
Sallenauvc  was  no  more  jnit  out  of  countenance  than  he  wa- 
in your  presence  and  M.  de  I'lli-torade's ;  he  merely  wislud 
to  know  in  return  whether  the  meeting  thought  proper  to 
waste  its  time  in  listening  to  a  romaiu-e  worthy  to  fill  iht' 
space  at  the  bottom  of  a  newspaper.  Wlien  a  body  of  men 
are  assembled  togetlier.  madame.  as  your  husband  may  liave 
told  you.  they  are  like  grown-uj)  children,  who  are  only  too 
glad  to  hear  a  long  story 


THE    MKMHKU    FOU    ARCIS 


2G5 


Rill  Sallfiiauvo  has  come  in,  and  lit'  tells  me  that  the 
iniiniuUte  (■il()i^ell  by  the  constituents  is  such  as  to  make  his 
..liMi!  ]ire>umahly  certain.  So  1  put  the  pen  in  liis  hands; 
:,,  lii!!i.-tli'  will  tell  you  the  story  of  which  you  were  cheated 
at  :i:-  ia.-l  visit,  and  he  will  close  this  letter. 


Sallenauve  to  Madame  de  I'Efdorade. 

Sam  o'dixk  in  the  exening. 

.Mai'AMi;, — The  rather  abrupt  manner  of  my  leave-taking 
uii.;  I  hid  you  and  M.  dc  I'Estorade  farewell,  that  night 
;:;•, :  uir  excursion  to  the  College  Henri  IV.,  is  by  liow  quite 
,■,,.;!>!.  d  for,  no  doubt,  by  the  an.xieties  of  every  kind  that 
,1  ■  ;i_'itating  me;  .Marie-Oaston,  I  know,  has  told  you  the 
r. -ili.  1  must  own  that  in  the  state  of  uneasy  e.xcitement 
:•:  J  jell  1  then  was.  the  belief  which  M.  de  rKstorade  seemed 
::r  ■  .1  to  give  to  the  scandal  he  spoke  of  caused  me  both 
i.iiii  and  surprise.  "What,"  thought  I  to  myself,  ''is  it  possi- 
i  !••  tli.it  a  man  of  so  much  moral  and  commoti  sense  as  M.  de 
.  K-:-!;ule  can  a  prinri  su]>pose  me  capable  of  loose  conduct, 
in  nil  all  points  lie  sees  me  anxious  to  give  my  life  such 
.Tiviiv  and  respectability  as  may  command  esteem?  And  if 
;•  ;i;i-  such  an  opinion  of  my  libertine  habits,  it  would  be 
-'  aisia/ingly  rash  to  admit  me  on  a  footing  of  intimacy  in 
:-  !  Mi><r  with  his  Avife.  that  his  present  politeness  must  be 
■  --•iillv  temporary  and  precarious.  Tlie  recollection  of 
■•'  M  nice  I  had  so  recently  done  him  may  have  made  him 
■'  •  k  it  necessary  for  the  time  l)eing,  hut  I  shall  l)e  dropped 
it  i''    lirst  opportunity." — And  it  occiirreil  to  me.  madame, 

'■\riiing.  that  the  places  assigned  to  us,  perhaps  ere  long 

.^tilc  ])o]itical  camps,  might  lie  the  jiretext  on  which  il. 

l",~lonicic  would  dismiss  me,  as  it  were,  to  what  he  called 

iiimclcss  eonnection. 

.V    hour  or  so  before  I  ohserved  these  distressing  signs, 

!  '     '  L'iven   vou  my  confidence  eoiicerning  a  matter  which 

'1. -■  .',  :it  anv  rate,  have  preserved  m(>  from  the  mortification 

"f  I  rding  that  you  had  as  bad  an  imp-  .>ssion  ai  me  as  M. 


i.'i.-n 
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mv 


i| 


2<W! 


TRK  MEMMKH   I'Olt   AHCIS 


i    i 


(Ic  1  Fv-torado.  I  did  nut.  ilicnfuiv.  sec  any  immediate  rienl 
for  jiistifviiijx  iiiyx'lt'.  and  tun  lonir  storii's  in  one  cvfinii;; 
seemed  tu  inc  too  -rv.-ri   a  trial  fur  ynuv  |iatieneo. 

As  to  M.  dc  ri''.-ini:idi\  I  \va-,  I  cnnlV.->.  nettled  with  liim. 
fiiulini:  liiiii  Ml  reekle~>l}-  ready  to  echo  a  ealurnnv  ai;aii!.-t 
wliii'li  I  tli(iii;.dit  lie  ini^iit  have  defended  me.  eoii-iderini:  th" 
/latiire  (if  the  aeipiainlanec  ue  had  funned.  >o  to  !iim  I  umil.i 
not  conil'si'mil  to  explain:  this  i  nnu-  withdraw,  i)iit  at  ihr 
time  it  wa.s  the  true  cxprc-.-ion  id'  \erv  keen  annovanee. 

The  ehanees  nf  ;in  election  contest  have  necessitated  mv 
giving  the  e.\|danatiiin.  in  tin-  I'rst  in-ta;iec.  to  a  [nililir 
meeting,  and  I  liavo  heen  so  happy  as  to  find  that  men  in  n 
mass  are  more  eapalde  ]ierhai)s  than  .-ingly  of  appreeiainiL' 
a  generous  i?npn!-e  and  ihe  genuine  rinir  uf  trutli.  I  '.i- 
ealjcd  upon,  madaine.  under  circumstances  so  unforeseen 
and  so  strange  as  to  trench  verv  nearlv  mi  the  ridicuinu-,  ;i 
make  a  statement  nf  almost  inen  dihle  faets  to  an  audicim' 
of  a  very  mixed  cliaraeter.  M.  di'  l"Kstorade.  in  liis  own 
drawing-room,  might  have  aci-epted  them  onlv  as  peiiiliii:: 
further  evidence:  here,  on  tlie  eontrary,  they  met  with  tru-r 
and  sympathy. 

Tliis  is  my  story,  very  mueh  as  1  told  it  to  my  constituents 
at  tlieir  requisitien  : 

Some  months  iiefore  I  left  Rome,  we  n^-eived  a  visit  al- 
most every  evening  in  the  cafe  where  tlie  AeadiMiiv  pupils  an' 
wont  to  meet  fr.mi  an  Italian  nannii  iiciiedetio.  He  e.-dliMl 
himself  a  musician,  and  was  imt  at  all  a  had  one;  hut  we 
were  warned  that  he  was  also  a  -pv  in  the  employment  of  thf 
Roman  jtoliee.  which  aeeounted  fur  his  constant  reijularitv 
and  his  predileetion  for  our  company.  At  anv  rate,  he  wa^ 
a  very  amusing  hufl'oon;  and  as  we  eared  luit  a  straw  for  thn 
Roman  jiolice,  we  were  more  than  tolerant  o{  the  fellow:  we 
tempted  him  to  freipumt  the  ]ilaec--a  matter  of  no  great 
difliculty,  since  he  had  a  passion  for  znlmj.Di.  pi, new  spoiu/aio, 
and  .'<])tnna  tli  laltf. 

One  evening  as  he  came  in.  he  was  asked  hy  one  of  our 
party  who  the  woman  was  with  whom  he  had  been  seen  walk- 
ing that  moruin'j'. 
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■■\!'.  wife.  si;.ninrl"  .-aid  tlic  Italian,  sufllin^  witli  pride. 
■■\    :;!•-.  I'l'iicdcttii?      Vol!  the  Iiu>ljaiid  of  such  a  boauty?" 
■•(  ■  !  i,iii!l\ .  Iiy  vour  li'avc,  s^i^nior."" 

■■\\!-;il    iii'M  I      ^'(lll   arc   sunn|>_v.    U|iiy,   a   toprr.     And    it 
-    •!  ilial  vuii  arc  a  polioo  a'Tiil  into  the  hai-'jain  ;  she,  on 


ii'i-  liaml.  i>  a> 


liandsdinc  as  the  liuntnss  Diana." 


■|  ■harmed   her  hv  iiiv  iniisicul  iril'ts;  she  dio.s  of  love  for 


■Will,  then,  if  >lic  is  your  wife,  you  ouj,'lit  to  let  her  pose 
•  :■  -  !■  friend  I  >iu'lan<,'e,  who  at  this  moment  is  meditating  a 
-•:,;■  "f  I'anddra.      lie  will  never  ilnd  such  another  model." 

■'Tiiiii    may  i)e  managed."  replied  the  Italian. 

A  !  he  went  off  into  the  most  amusiiiLT  tomfoolery,  which 
iikhI.    ii~  all  forget  the  suggestion  that  had  been  made. 

i   uas  in   my  studio  ne.xt  morning,  and  with  mo  certain 

.  :;i:iiis   and    scidj)tors.    my    fellow-pupils,    when    Benedetto 

,  :  •    nt.  and  with   him  a   remarkably   beautiful   woman.     I 

■••  :  nut   describe  her  to  you,  madame  :  you  have  seen  her. 

'T  (jf  delight  hailed  the  Italian,  who  said,  addressing 


V..I-  ■ 


/■-I'';  /'/  Pandora! — Wyll.  what  do  you  think  of  her?"' 

■She  is  Ijeautiful;  but  will  she  sit?" 

■'l'- ii_rli  I"  was  Benedetto's  reply,  as  much  as  to  say,  "I 
.-i!''':i'l  like  to  see  her  refuse." 

•  I'll!."  said  I,  '"so  perfect  a  model  will  want  high  pay." 

■■\".  tlie  honor  is  enough.  Btit  you  will  make  a  bust  of 
nir     1  terra-cotta  head— and  make  her  a  present  of  it." 

'W'  il,  then,  gentlemen,"  said  I  to  the  others,  "you  will 
!.:i'.'   the  goodness  to  leave  us  to  ourselves." 

N  ■  iiie  heeded:  judging  of  the  wife  by  the  husband,  all 
•:e  .' '!iig  scapegraces  crowded  nuhdy  round  the  woman,  who, 
:l';-!:MiLr.  agitated,  and  scared  l)y  all  the.se  eyes,  looked  rather 
:'-•    1  caged  jianther  bniteii  by  ])easants  at  a  fair.      Benedetto 

■:  '  lip  and  took  her  aside  to  explain  to  her  in  Italian  that 

'''     !'r"!!ch  signore  wanted  to  take  her  likeness  at  full  length, 

■  '   'hat   she  mu-t   di'^pen-e   with   her  garments.     She  gave 

tiim  line  fulminating  look  and  made  for  the  door.     Benedetto 
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rushed    forward    to    -t..])    Imp,    wliil.'    my    companions— the 
virtuous  brood  nf  ih,.  studio —hnrri'd  tln'uav. 


A   sitruj,';,'lc   In'piii    l.clwcwi    llu'    )ui-l),-iiid 


wife;  liiit 


I 

I   I- 


I  saw  tliat  Bc!icdi'!to  Wi:>  di  t'ciidiiii,'  Iiis  >\<\f  u{  the  :ir<,'iniir!i! 
with  tlif  •^rrcatcst  liriiialiiy.  I  (low  into  a  pa.->ion  ;  witli  one 
arm,  for  I  am  liu-kily  ])n'tty  strong-,  I  pir-hcd  tho  wr.'tch 
off,  and  turning,'  to  the  yoiiilis  with  a  dctcrniincd  air— 
"Come,"  said  f.  'Met  her  pass!"  I  (-(urtcd  the  woman,  -till 
quivering'  witli  an-rcr.  to  the  door.  Shr  thanked  me  brietly 
in  Italian,  and  vanished  witiiout  further  liiiidranee. 

On  returninj,'  to  Benedetto,  who  was  ,i,vstieulatin<r  threat?. 
I  told  him  to  go,  that  his  eoiiduet  was  infamous,  and  that  if 
I  should  hear  that  he  had  ill  treated  his  wife,  he  would  have 
an  account  to  settle  with  inc. 

"Dehole!"  (idiot!)  said  the  wretch  with  a  shrug. 

But  he  went,  followed,  as  he  had  been  welcomed,  by  a 
cheer. 

Some  days  elapsed.  We  saw  no  more  of  Benedetto,  ar  ' 
at  first  were  rather  uneasy.  Some  of  us  even  tried  to  fin  . 
him  in  the  Trastevcre  suburb,  where  he  was  known  to  livo; 
but  research  in  that  district  is  not  easy;  the  French  students 
are  in  ill  odor  with  the  Trasteverini,  who  always  suspect 
them  of  .schemes  to  seduce  their  wives  and  daughters,  and  the 
men  arc  always  ready  with  the  knife.  By  the  end  of  the 
week  no  one,  as  you  may  suppose,  ever  thought  of  the  buffoon 
again. 

Three  days  before  I  left  Home  his  wife  came  into  my  studio. 
She  could  speak  a  little  bad  Frt'iieh. 

"You  go  to  Paris."  said  she.     "I  come  to  go  with  you." 

"fio  with  Tiie? — And  your  husband?" 

'■'Dead,"  said  she  calmly. 

An  idea  flashed  through  my  brain. 

"And  you  killed  him?"  said  I  to  the  Trasteverina.  She 
nodded : 

"But  I  trv  to  killed  me  too." 

"How?"  asked  T. 

"After  he  had  so  insult  me,"  said  she,  "he  came  to  our 
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'ni;.i.  lie  beat   nio  liko  ahviiys,  iind  tlwii   went  out  all  day. 

'\'\:-    !:!i,'lil    lie  canic   hack    and    slinwcd    me   :i    pistol-;;!!!!.     I 

-:,!'(h  it  away;  lie  i-  di'iiiik;  1  llii'nw  that  hrirranf  (wretch) 

n  li:-  licd  ;  and  he  ;,")  to  >lriii.     'i'licii   I   t-tiiir  u\>  the  door 

i|  i!ir  window,  and   I  piii  iii!icli  cliai-ctial  oi!  a  hriisrrd,  ai!d 

I  IiL'hi  it:  and  I  ha\t'  a  i^n'cat  lii'adaclir,  ;md  llicii  1  know 
•:,!i'i:  till  the  next  day.  Tln'  n('i;,dihoi'>  have  sii!cll  the  thar- 
.:!.  ,iiid  have  iiiakc  mv  alive  a'^ain — but  lie — hv  ii^  dead  be- 


••.\!:d  tho  polioo?" 

•"Tlic  police  know,  and  that  hi;  had  want  to  sell  mc  to  an 
K;i.'li-h.  For  that  he  had  want  to  n!ake  me  vile  to  you,  then 
!  .  i;il(l  not  \vai!t  to  resist.     The  jud;_'i'  he  tell  n!e  ;,'o — (|uite 

.  •      ."<o  1  have  confess,  and  have  absolution." 

"iliit.  mm  tnin,  what  can  you  do  iii  France?  I  am  not 
':<!;  II-  the  En/rlish  are." 

A  -dirnful  smile  passed  o\er  her  i)eautiful  face. 

•1  .-hall  cost  you  nothing,"  said  she.  "On  tho  contrary, 
1  -!i;ill  save  much  money." 

•llnu  ?■'  said  I. 

"I  will  be  the  n!odi'l  for  your  statues;  yes,  I  am  willing. 
B.  rill  tto  used  to  say  I  was  very  well  made  and  a  very  g(»od 
■:iiUM\v|fe.  If  Benedetto  would  have  agreed,  we  could  have 
hvnl  lia[tpily,  pcrrlie  I  have  a  talent  too." 

.\!ii!  takii!g  down  a  guitar  that  hung  in  a  corner  of  my 
-tuilio,  she  sang  a  bravura  air,  accompanying  herself  with 


il 


"In  Franco,"  she  said  when  it  was  finished,  "I  shall  have 
Its^.-'r;-  and  go  on  the  stage,  where  I  shall  succeed — that  was 
Ht!ir,l(.tto"s  plan." 

''Hut  why  not  go  on  the  stage  in  Italy?" 

"Since  Benedetto  died.  I  am  in  hiding;  the  Englishman 
wants  to  carry  me  otT.  I  mean  to  go  to  France;  as  yo!!  see, 
!  have  been  learning  French.  If  I  stay  here,  it  will  be  in 
liic  Tiber." 

M.  do  I'Estorade  will  admit  that  by  abandoning  such  a 
character  to  its  own  devices,  I  might  fear  to  be  the  cause  of 
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Bomc  disaster,  so  I  coii.-ciitcd  in  nllow  Signora  Liiigia  to  ;ii. 
company  nic  to  I'aris.  She  iiiana;,'(S  my  house  with  n'liuirk- 
able  ability  and  cdiniiniN  ;  slic  lit'isfll'  l)i;:L:t'd  to  stan<l  ,1- 
modcl  for  tny  randoi-.i  ;  I.iu  ynu  will  bi'iicsc  me,  inad.nin 
when  I  say  that  ihc  cor]!.-!'  uf  rirncdctto  lay  tvcr  b(>t\ii(: 
his  wife  and  im^  diiriiij;  this  |icriloiis  test.  I  ;:avc  niv  hnu«(-. 
keeper  a  sin^'in;.;  ruu.-ter.  and  >lie  is  now  ready  to  appiar  ;:. 
public. 

In  spite  of  her  dreams  uf  the  >taL;r,  she  is  |)ions.  as  all 
Italian  w<imen  are  ;  she  has  joined  the  fraternity  of  the  Viri:ir; 
at  .Saint-Sulpie(\  my  parish  ehiinli.  and  during  the  nuniih 
of  Mary,  now  a  few  da\.-  nld,  ilie  good  unman  who  lets  ehair- 
counts  on  a  rich  harvest  from  jier  tine  singing.  She  atti mj- 
evory  service,  eonfi'sses  and  communicates  fre(pientlv;  ami 
her  director,  a  highly  respectaide  old  priest,  came  to  me  latelv 
to  beg  that  she  might  no  longi'r  serve  as  tlie  model  for  iiiv 
statues,  saying  that  she  would  never  listen  to  his  injunctmn- 
on  the  subject,  fancying  her  honor  jiledged  to  me.  I  vicULd. 
of  course,  to  his  repre.-entations.  all  ihe  more  readilv  i)ccaii.-v 
in  the  event  of  my  being  decteil,  as  >eenis  extremelv  prohal.'lo. 
I  intend  to  jiart  with  this  woman.  In  tlie  more  conspiciinu- 
position  which  I  shall  then  fill,  slie  would  lie  tlie  object  of 
comments  not  less  fatal  to  her  reputation  and  prospects  than 
to  my  personal  ilignity.  1  must  lie  jirepared  for  sonic  re- 
sistance on  her  part,  for  she  .seems  to  have  formed  a  sincere 
attachment  to  nie.  and  gave  me  ample  proof  of  it  when  1 
wa.s  wounded  in  that  duel.  Xothiug  could  hinder  her  from 
sitting  up  with  mo  every  night,  and  the  surgeon  told  me  that 
even  among  the  Sisters  at  his  hospital  he  had  never  met  with 
a  more  intelligent  nnrse  or  more  fervid  iharitv. 

I  have  spoken  with  Marie-(iast(ui  of  the  dilliculty  I  an- 
ticipate in  the  way  of  this  separatioTi.  He  fi.irs  it,  he  savs, 
even  more  than  I.  Hitherto,  to  this  ])oor  soul.  Paris  has 
been  my  house;  and  the  mere  idea  of  being  east  alone  into 
the  whirl])o,  ]  which  she  has  never  even  seen,  is  enough  to 
terrify  her.  One  thing  struek  Marie-tiaston  in  this  connec- 
tion.     He  does  not  think  that   the  interventu^n  of  the  con- 
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f,—- r  i;in  he  of  any  usr ;  tlw  ,i,'irl.  he  says,  would  rdicl  ugiiinst 

!!,.    -arlllicr   if  sllf   tlloll^llt   it    Was   llll|>(i-('(l   oil   llOF  hv   rif,'orOU8 


it!. in. 


l.-r 


Also  the  worthy  man  hail  failc(l  in  lii>  authority 

I  pnint  on  which  he  liad  far  nioro  ri^dit   to  speak  loiuliy 

il.ciMVcly;    she    wmild    not    suhinit    till    F    had    released 

finni    uhat    she   tliou^dit    a   straiiL'"'   |ilcd;:c   of   lionor   to 


M.iiir-tiaston  is  of  opinion  tliat  the  intervention  and 
(uin;-il-  of  a  jxTson  of  her  own  sex.  with  a  high  re[)utation 
f.r  \irtiie  and  enlightenment,  miglit  in  sueh  a  ease  ho  more 
t' I  ;i.  loll-,  and  he  declares  that  I  know  a  [)erson  answering 
I.  !:i-  d'  -eription,  who,  at  our  joint  entreaty,  would  consent 
t'l  i;;ulrrtake  this  delicate  negotiation.  But.  iiiadame,  I  ask 
•.•  li  uii.it  apparent  chance  is  there  that  this  notion  should 
J..  II  ili/ed?  The  lady  to  whom  Marie-fJaston  alludes  i.<  to 
I!,'  ;i!i  aei|uaintaiice  of  yesterday;  and  one  would  hardly  un- 
i!.r!:iki  Mich  a  task  even  for  an  old  friend.  I  know  voii  did 
!i!'  ilic  honor  to  say  some  little  while  since  that  some  nc- 
Uanceships   ripen   fast.      .\nd    Marie-Ciaston   added   that 


!tl. 


u\\  in  (|uestion  was  jierfectly  pious,  perfectly  kind,  per- 
f'  '!'.  iharitahle.  and  that  the  idea  of  heing  the  patron  saint 

' '  1  ; r  deserted  creature  might  have  some  attractions  for 

i'T  In  short,  niadauic.  on  our  return  we  propose  to  consult 
■■'•;i.  ind  you  will  tell  us  whether  it  may  Ijc  possible  to  ask 
f'T  -ii  h  valuable  assistance. 

I'  any  case.  I  beg  you  will  be  my  advocate  with  M  de 
!'l'-'  'Hide,  and  tell  him  that  I  indulge  a  hope  of  .seeing  not  a 
V'  ■  L'"  of  the  little  cloud  that  had  come  between  us. 

i'v'.  \h\<  time  to-morrow,  niadame,  I  shall  have  met  with 
.1  nj.iilM.  which  will  send  nie  back,  once  for  .11,  to  niv  work 
a-  a'i  artist,  or  I  Rhall  have  my  foot  set  on  a  new  path.  Xeed 
I  "n  vr)u  that  I  am  an.xious  at  the  thought?  The  effect 
"f  '  "  unknown,  no  doubt. 

i'l  almost  forgotten  to  tell  you  a  great  piece  of  news 

will  be  a  protection  to  you  against  the  rirnchfl  of  cer- 

.rojeetilcs.      I  contided  to  Mother  Marie  des  Anges — of 

Marie-tJaston  had  told  you  wonders — all  niv  suspicions 
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as  to  Koiiic  violftiic  liaviiij,'  Ihtii  used  towanls  Mile.  Lanty, 
and  >hr  is  sure  tliat  m  tlic  coiirst'  of  no  vt-ry  long  tiini'  -hi 
can  (ii.-covcr  tlu'  rnnvcnt  uluri'  Mariaiima  is  prolial)!;.  ili- 
taincil.  'I'lic  j:(M»l  wcmiaii,  if  >lu'  Mts  licr  licart  iipoii  it,  ;• 
quite  (ajialili'  of  ^iicn^s;  and  witli  this  cliami'  of  ri'd i -rover- 
inj;  tlif  ori>,'inal,  tlic  copy  (aiiiiot  .-urcly  fear  my  conunitlinj; 
any  nuMlcnicanor  I 

1  am  not  qiiili'  sali^fii'd  alioiit  Mari<'-(!aston ;  In-  M'tm- 
to  me  to  l)i'  in  a  >'atc  of  fi'vcri-li  rxcitciiifnt  as  a  consoqucncp 
of  the  iniiiiense  im|iorta!He  liis  friend.-liip  as(Til)es  to  m\ 
flection,  lie  is  like  an  honest  del)tor  who.  liavinj:  made  up 
hirt  mind  to  pay  a  saereil  debt,  puts  everything;  aside,  even  hi- 
sorrows,  till  that  i-  done.  iJut  I  cannot  hut  fear  lest,  aftrr 
pnch  an  effort,  he  -liould  !iave  a  relapse;  his  j^rief.  thmiL-h 
for  the  nionicnt  he  ^iifipresses  it,  has  not  really  lost  it- 
jmigmincv.  Have  \mi  not  heen  struck  hy  the  lii,'ht.  sardoiiii^ 
tone  of  his  letters,  i>f  whidi  I  liav(>  read  portions?  This  i- 
nol  natural.  \V!un  he  was  happy  he  never  had  these  l)iir>l.- 
of  turlmlent  uaiety.  This  cheerfulness  is  assumed  for  th' 
occasion,  and  1  ^rreatly  fear  that  wh(m  the  (dectoral  hncz- 
dies  away  he  will  collapse  into  prostration,  and  .-lip  thnni).'h 
our  lln;iers. 

He  has  consentec]  to  stay  with  me  on  arriving  in  I'liri?, 
and  not  to  j:o  to  Ville-d'Avray  till  I  return,  and  in  iiiv 
socictv.  Such  prudence.  th<iu;:h  I  hei.'L'ed  it  of  him— with  lii 
hope  of  his  consentinj,' — alarms  and  troubles  me.  Ho  i- 
evidently  afraid  of  the  niemorirs  that  await  him  there,  nn! 
fihall  I  he  ahle  to  deaden  the  shock? — Old  Philippe,  whom  he 
would  not  take  with  him  to  Italy,  has  heen  ordered  to  clianp' 
nothinjr  in  the  chilU't,  and  from  what  I  know  of  him,  lie  i- 
too  well  drilled  a  servant  to  fail  in  carrying  (uit  the  order  m 
the  letter:  thus  the  iinlia)ipy  fellow,  in  the  midst  of  all  the 
ohjeets  that  will  speak  of  the  pa-t.  will  find  himself  hack  on 
the  (lav  a'ter  his  wife's  di'ath.  .\nd  there  is  a  still  niiir'' 
alanninjr  lactl  He  has  never  once  mentioned  her  to  mc 
has   never  ovon   allowed   me   to   approach   the   subject.     W 
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{•nil  l.iit  liojH'  tliut  this  is  l)Ut  a  irisis  to  be  got  over,  and  tliat 
b\  ■.ii.iiiiig  to  do  our  Ix'st  wo  may  .-uccccd  in  oalining  liiin. 

Aihrii,  then,  till  ui'  imit,  dear  niadaiiic --('on(iiit'rinjj 
,,r  '  "iHiiu'ivd.  I  am  always  yi'iir  inn»t  devoted  and  respectful 
servant. 

Marie  (Ja.ston  ta  the  C  mtcssc  ilc  rHstomde. 


Am  i^M  K-AlBK,  May  111,  1H39. 

\\f  have  had  a  narrow  escape,  madame.  whilf  sleeping;.  And 
i\]>-<  'ili:nili'rin>,'  rioters,  of  whose  extraiprdmary  outbreak 
■M  \i.i\v  news  to-day  by  teie;,'raph.  for  a  moment  imperiled 
niir  -IK  I  i-s.  \o  sooner  was  tiif  news  of  tlic  ri-iiiir  in  Paris 
vi-iiTilay  kimwn,  thron^di  llie  Itills  p(»tr<l  bv  order  of  the 
S.  -  prrfci,  iliiiii  it  wa>  rleveiiy  turned  to  aceoimt  by  the 
Mii!!-ttrial   party. 

"I'.i'il  a  democrat  if  ymi  will!"  tiny  cr!  mI  on  all  sides, 
••!!;.ii    III-   speeches   may   make   the  can  ridiT.-   for   insurgent 

Il:ll-krtS  I" 

This  artrument  threw  our  phalanx  into  di^nnlrr  and  doubt. 
I'.iiluiiatelv.  as  vou  ma\'  rememlier.  a  ijue-tion — not  ap- 
|>;ir.  Mtly  so  directly  to  tlic  pi>int  —  had  been  put  to  Sallenauve 
at  liir  preliminary  meetin;.'.  and  there  was  something  pro- 
)i!i(  lie  III  his  reply. 

•  I,i(i|iies  Brieheteau  liad  the  l:a[ipy  thouglit  of  getting  a 
i,i;ie  liandbill  printed  and  widely  distributed  forthwith: 


I! 


i 

I  .1 


•'A    l;lor    WITH    ilAUU    !'I(llIT(N(i     TOOK     I'l.ACK    Yi;STi:H!)AY    IN' 

I'AHIS. 

■■i^tiiestioned  a?  to  sueli  criminal  and  despenite  methods  of 
'i;ijiM-ition.  one  nf  onr  candi'lati's,  M.de  Salh'iiauve,  at  (lie  very 
li"i;r  uheii  those  sliots  Were  being  fired,  v  as  using  these  words" 
-  f. 'Ihiwcd  liy  some  of  Salleiiauve's  spe^'ch.  which  I  reported 
te  '...,1,     Then  came,  in  largo  letters: 

■'Tin:  KIOT  WAS  Sn-PHKSSKI);  WHO  WII.I,  liEN'EFlT 

BY  it'" 

16 


^ 
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This  little  bill  (lid  woikIlts,  and  iutlkod  M.  de  Trailles' 
supreiiiL'  flForts,  though,  tlirowiiig  aside  his  incognito,  \l 
spent  the  day  spetM-hifying  in  white  gloves  in  the  umr'kt't- 
place  and  at  the  door  of  ihe  polling-room. 

This  evening   the   result   is  known:— Xuniber  of   voters 

201.  ' 

Beuiivisafre, _  ^ 

Simon  (iifjuot 09 

Sallenauve j^a 

'Consequently  M.  Charles  do  Sallenauve  is  elected 
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PART  III. 


THE  COMTE  DE  SALLEKADVE 


0\  tlic  evening  of  the  day  following  the  election  that  had 
Mill'  (i  so  disastrously  for  his  vanity,  Maxime  de  Trailles  re- 
turm  d  to  Paris. 

On  .-ceiiig  him  make  a  hasty  toilet  and  order  his  carriage 
a-  -linn  as  he  reached  home,  it  might  liave  heen  sii])posed  that 
h"  u^is  going  to  call  on  the  Comte  de  Kastignac,  Minister 
nf  I'lihlic  Works,  to  give  an  account  of  his  mission  and  ex- 
j'i!  I  its  failure;  but  a  more  pressing  interest  seemed  to 
(laini  his  attention. 

'■'i'o  Colonel  F"ranchcssini"s,"  said  he  to  the  coachman. 

Wlun  iie  reached  the  gate  of  one  of  the  prettiest  hou.ses 
ill  the  Dreda  quarter,  the  concierge,  to  whom  he  nodded,  gave 
v..  '\i'  Trailles  the  significant  glance  which  conveyed  that 
"M.'ii-iciir  was  within."  And  at  the  same  moment  the  por- 
ter- lii'll  announced  his  arrival  to  the  man-servant  who 
"lu-iMJ  the  hall  door. 

■i<  the  Colonel  visible?"  said  he. 

"Ml'  has  just  gone  in  to  speak  to  madame.  Shall  I  tell 
h;i:i  you  are  here,  Monsieur  le  Comte?"' 

"\'i>.  you  need  not  do  that.     I  will  wait  in  his  studv." 

\i'.<\.  williout  rcfpiiring  the  man  to  lead  the  way,  he  went 
01',  ;i-  one  familiar  with  the  house,  into  a  large  room  with 
twn  uiiidows  opening  on  a  level  with  the  garden.  This  study, 
!;!;■  the  liologna  lute  included  in  the  Ar(in'.<  famous  in- 
Viiory.  was  '"fitted  with  all  its  strings,  or  nearly  all"';  in 
'''*!'■•  words,  all  the  articles  of  furniture  which  justified  its 
i:  -  rnation,  such  as  a  writing-table,  book-cas(>s.  maps,  and 
^''•i'i,.<.  \v(>re  there,  supplemented  by  other  and  verv  hand- 
>' ;  furniture;  but  the  Cohuiel,  an  ardent  sportsman,  and 
'!>  uf  the  most  energetic  members  of  the  Jockey  Club,  had 
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Icirrccs   iillnwcd 


iiiciuarv 


by 

to   bo   inviidcd    by   tbc   ii|>['iirtcriaiucs 


tlu'  foiU'iii''-s(.b(i()l.  and  tl 


)f   learning  and   science 
the    ^nl()kin<T-ro(.nl, 


11' 


arncss-ronin.    I'ii 


>t's  and  U'caniiii? 


of  every  form,  from  evei'v  land,  iiicludinii;  tbe  Wild  Indian"; 


club,  saddles,  liiinlin;r 
tern,  feiicintr-'rlove: 


-eroj)-.  bits  and  stirru]is  of  everv  [ 


ami 


dii-'orderly  confusion. 
self   with    the   accessorie: 


lat- 
l)o.\ing-,i:loves,   lay    in   stran'rc  and 


loui'Ver, 


thus   snrrnunilinif 


o 


f    his    fi 


UUll- 


vorite    occu])ations   and 


studies,  the  C'(donid  showed  that  he  had  the  coura,ire  of  his 
opinions.  In  fact,  in  his  opinion  no  readin^:  was  enchirablo 
for  mere  than  a  (piarter  of  an  hour,  unless  indeed  it  were 
the  Stud-jounial. 

It  must  1)0  su])p()sed,  however,  that  politics  had  made  their 
way  into  his  life,  devoted  as  it  was  to  the  worship  of  mus- 
cular develojinient  and  oipiino  science,  for  Maximo  found 
strewn  on  the  lloor  most  of  the  morninj,'"s  paj)ers,  flung  aside 
with  contempt  when  the  Colonel  had  looked  them  thorough. 
From  among  the  heap  :\I.  do  Trailles  picked  up  the  Xatioml, 
and  his  eye  at  once  fell  on  these  lines,  forming  a  short  para- 
graph on  the  front  page: 

"Our  .side  has  secured  a  great  .success  in  the  district  of 
Arci.s-sur-Aube.  In  spite  of  the  efforts  of  local  functionaries, 
supported  l)y  those  of  a  special  agent  sent  by  the  Government 
to  this  imperiled  outpost,  the  Committee  is  almost  entirelv 
composed  of  the  adlierents  of  the  most  advanced  Left.  We 
may  therefore  quite  confidently  predict  tlie  election  to-mor- 
row of  M.  Dorlange,  one  of  our  most  distinguished  sculptors, 
a  man  whom  we  have  warmly  recommended  to  the  suffrages 
of  our  readers.  They  will  not  be  surprised  at  seeing  liim 
returned,  not  under  the  name  of  Dorlange,  but  as  Monsieur 
Charles  do  Sallenauve. 

"By  an  act  of  recognition,  signed  and  witnessed  on  ^lay 
2nd,  at  the  olTice  of  Matt  re  Achille  Pigoult,  notary  at  .Arcis, 
M.  Dorlange  is  authorized  to  take  and  use  the  name  of  one 
of  the  best  families  in  Champagne,  to  which  he  did  not  till 
then  know  that  he  belonged.     Rut  Dorlange  or  Sallenauve, 
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thi'  lu'w  member  is  one  of  Us,  a  fact  of  which  the  Government 
will  iTc  long  be  made  aware  in  the  Cliami)er.  As  wo  read  the 
iln.|ii(nt  utterances  of  this  candidate  wlien  acKlrcssing  the 
!•:.  Iiininary  meeting,  without  flatterv  and  (luite  apart  from 
par!\  feeling,  we  may  predict  his  brilliant  success  on  tiie 
parliuiiieiitary  j)laiform." 

Maxime  tossed  the  sheet  aside  with  petulant  annoyance 
ami  picked  up  another.     This  was  an  organ  of  the  Legitimist 


partv 


In  it  he  read  under  the  heading  of  Elections 


'The  staff  of  the  National  Guard  and  the  Jockey  Club, 
whn  had  several  members  in  the  last  Chamber  of  Deputies, 
have  just  sent  one  of  their  most  brilliant  notables  to  the 
nt'.vly-clected  Parliament,  of  which  the  first  session  is  about 
to  ojH-ii.  Colonel  Franchessini,  so  well  known  for  his  zealous 
priiMcution  of  National  Guards  who  shirk  service,  was  elected 
aliiio>t  unanimously  for  one  of  the  rotten  borouglis  of  the 
Civil  List.  It  is  supposed  that  he  will  take  his  seat  with  the 
[ihalaux  of  the  Aides-de-Camp,  and  that  in  the  Chamber,  as 
m  the  otiice  of  the  Staff,  he  will  be  a  firm  and  ardent  sup- 
porter of  the  policy  of  the  Status  quo." 

\-  Maxime  got  to  the  end  of  this  paragraph,  the  Colonel 

laiiir  in. 

l'"!onel  Franchessini,  for  a  short  time  in  the  Imperial 
Army,  had,  under  the  Restoration,  figured  as  a  dashing  otficer ; 
i.ut  111  consequence  of  some  little  clouds  tliat  hud  tarnished 
the  pi-rfect  brightness  of  his  honor,  he  had  been  compelled 
■■•>  ri  ~ign  his  commission,  so  that  in  1830  he  was  ijuite  free  to 
'!•  "ic  himself  with  passionate  ardor  to  the  '"dynasty  of 
■'iwy.  "  He  had  not,  however,  re-entered  the  s;n-vice,  because, 
:  ■'   l"ng  after  his  little  misadventure,  he  had  fmind  groat 

'  hitiiin  from  an  immensely  rich  Englishwoman  who  had 
aii'.v.  d  herself  to  be  captivated  by  his  haiidsuine  face  and 
tii-'irr.  at  that  time  worthy  of  Antiiious,  and  had  annexed  him 
a«  :!••!■  husband.    lie  had  ultimately  resumed  his  epaulettes  as 
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a  memb(?r  of  tin-  Stall'  of  the  ("itizi'ii  Militia.  IIo  had  rev^'aKd 
himself  in  that  {)o.-iti(jii  as  the  iiidsl  turi)ulc'iit  and  eniitfii- 
tious  of  swasli!)U(k]('r~.  and  hy  tlie  aid  of  tlu'  rxtonsive  con- 
nections scciirt'd  ti>  liini  liy  his  wraltli  and  this  inliucnt'-l  pu-i- 
tion,  lie  had  now  {ni.-lud  his  way — the  news  was  eorret  — into 
a  seat  in  the  ChainlKT. 

C'l'loncl  Fi'anchi'^sini.  like  his  fri"nd  ^^a.\inle  ik'  'I'r  '  '. - 
nearly  fifty  years  of  ai:e,  had  an  air  of  second  youth,  for  wi  ni: 
his  lightly-knit  frame  and  agile  military  ligure  proniisrd 
long  duratinn.  Though  he  had  iinally  made  up  his  mind  tn 
iron-gray  hair,  concealing  tlif  silver  ^heen  hy  keeping  it  cut 
very  short,  he  was  less  resigned  to  a  white  moustache;  weariii;' 
it  turned  uji  with  a  jaunty  and  juvenile  curl,  he  did  his  \iv>: 
to  preserve  its  original  hue  iiy  the  use  of  I'ltnuidr  Iloiu/rni.o, 
But  those  wlio  try  to  ])rove  too  mucli  jirove  nothing:  and  ;■. 
the  apjdieation  of  tliis  black  <lye.  art  exaggerating  nature  wa- 
betrayed  liy  an  intensity  and  eipudity  nf  hue  too  perfeit  t^^ 
be  tlK)nght  genuine.  This  gave  his  strongly  marked  counti'- 
nance,  with  its  dark  complexion  and  conspicuous  stamp  nf 
the  Italian  origin  indicated  by  his  name,  a  strangely  luinl- 
set  expression,  which  was  far  from  being  correcteil  or  snftencii 
by  angular  features.  pi(^rcing  eyes,  and  a  large  nose  like  the 
beak  of  a  bird  of  ]n-ey. 

"Well.  Maxime,"'  said  he.  holding  out  a  hand  to  his  ex- 
pectant visitor,  "where  the  devil  do  y(ni  come  from  ?  We  have 
not  seen  a  sign  of  you  at  the  club  this  fortnight  past." 

"Where  have  I  come  from  !'"  repeated  Monsieur  de  Trailles. 
"I  will  tell  you. — lUit  first  let  jne  congratulate  you." 

"Yes,"  said  tlie  Colonel  airily,  "they  took  it  into  their  bend- 
to  elect  me.  On  my  word,  I  am  very  innocent  of  it  all ;  if  w 
one  had  worked  any  harder  for  it  than  I " 

"My  dear  ftdlow,  you  are  a  man  of  gold  for  any  district. 
and  if  only  the  voters  I  have  had  to  deal  with  had  been  ecpiaily 
intelligent " 

"Wliat,  have  you  been  standing  for  a  place?  But  from  the 
state — the  somewhat  entangled  state — of  your  finances  I  did 
not  think  you  were  in  a  position " 
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"No;  and  T  was  not  working  on  my  own  account.  Ras- 
tignac  was  worried  al)oiit  the  voting  in  Arcis-sur-Aube,  and 
a-k.il  me  to  spend  a  few  days  there." 

■  Arcis-sur-Aube  I  But,  my  dear  fellow,  if  I  remember 
r.'ii'lv  some  article  I  was  reading  this  morning  in  one  of 
tlv  -  rags,  tliey  are  nuiking  a  shocking  bad  choice — some 
:'l,i-t'  r-(  a.-t  maker,  an  image-cutter,  whom  they  propose  to 
-'' '!  up  to  u.«?"* 

'.I'l-t  so,  and  it  is  about  that  rascally  business  that  I  came 
:■)  I  .iisult  you.  I  have  not  been  two  hours  in  Paris,  ami  I 
>h,i'i  -ee  Rastignac  only  as  I  leave  this." 

■'lie  is  getting  on  famously,  that  little  'Minister!"  said  the 
('(il.;!rl.  interrupting  tlie  skilful  modulation  through  which 
M;i\:i:ie  by  every  word  had  rpiietly  tended  to  the  object  of 
h^^  visit.  "He  is  very  much  liked  at  the  <'liiUenti.--])r>  vou 
kpi.u  that  little  Xucingen  girl  he  married?" 

■■'p>.  I  often  see  Rastignac;  he  is  a  very  old  friend  of 
in;!'"." 

"SIm-  is  a  pretty  little  thing,"  the  Colonel  wont  on.  "Very 
riMiy:  and  when  the  first  year  of  matrinumy  is  dead  and 
liurinl.  1  fancy  that  a  mild  charge  in  that  ijuarter  might  be 
vcrii'ircd  on  with  some  hope  of  success." 

■■''i.iiM'.  come  I"  said  Maxime,  "a  man  of  position  like  you, 
a  !._'i.-lator !  Why.  after  merely  stirring  the  electoral  pot 
f'T  Miinebody  else,  I  have  come  back  quite  a  settled  and  re- 
f''V!!iiii  character." 

'  TImii  you  went  to  .\rcis-sur-Aube  to  hinder  the  election 
"f  ?iiis  liewer  of  stone?" 

"Vot  at  all:  I  went  there  to  scotch  the  wheels  of  a  Left 
•  'iii'rr  candidate." 

"I'lighl  I  am  not  sure  that  it  is  not  as  bad  as  the  Left 
"'1'  :!"d  out. — But  take  a  cigar ;  I  have  some  good  ones  there — 
tli'  -aine  as  the  Princes  smoke." 

Miviuie  would  have  gained  nothing  by  refusing,  for  the 
<'i'i''irl  had  already  risen  to  ring  for  his  valet,  to  whom  he 
vr:>r.:]y  said:  "Lights." 

1  '!"ir  cigars  fairly  started,  M.  de  Trailles  anticipated  an- 
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other  interruption  by  dftlariii;:,  before  he  was  asked,  that  ho 
had  never  smoked  aiiythin;.'  so  fine.  'I'he  ('oh)nt'l,  loun^'jiig 
conifortal)ly  in  his  ehair,  and,  so  to  say,  ballasted  hy  tlie  occu- 
pation he  had  sccnred,  seenieil  likely  to  '/wv  less  volatile  at- 


tention 
'•At 
did, 


to  th 


"  eonvcrsation. 


80  M.  de  Tr 


llllc: 


resuiiied 


first   evcrytliin;:  was  ;:,'oinj.'  s] 


Icndidlv.     To  ou<t  tl 


10 


can 


lie  who  had  scared  the  Ministry — a  lawyer,  the  very 
wor.-t  kind  of  vermin — I  disinterred  a  retired  hosier,  the 
mayor  of  the  town,  idiot  enou;:h  for  anylhinp,  whom  I  per- 
suaded to  eome  furuanl.  This  worthy  was  convinced  that  he, 
like  1 
pre 


lis  oppor.ent,  helon.tred  to  the  ()[ipositif)n.     That  is  the 


va 


lent 


opinion 


in  the  whole  district  at   the  present  t 


1  nie. 


so 


that  the  election,  liy   my  judicious  nianteuvring,  was  as 


cood  as  won. 


And 


iiiir  man  once 


ife  in  Paris,  the 


:rcat 


wizard  at  the  T'.iileries  \>(iuld  have  spoken  three  words  to 
him,  and  this  7Mliid  anta.ironist,  turned  inside  out  like  a  stock- 
ing of 


lis  own  im'.kmir.  wonld  have  he 


■en  anvthini'  we  wished.' 


IVeil 


Ml 
"Y 

little 


'Weil    l.i 


ixime  in  it  al 


am 


tlie  Colonel;  '*!   see  the  hand  of  111 


on  Wll 


■e  it  yet  plainer  when  he 


tells  von  that  in  this 
fr 


arrangement,  witiiont  taking  toll   trom  Ins  einplovcrs, 
h.e  expected  to  turn  an   h.one.-t  penny.     'I'o  engraft  on  liuit 


dull   stock   son 


heiri 


:in   hv  iiiaKini 


sol 
mv 


1     of 


irlianieiitarv   amintion. 


1    had  t'^ 


self  airreeahle  to  his  wife,  a  not  unpal- 


atable country  matron,  though  a  little  ])ast  the  prime- 


•Ves.  ves: 


ver\'  ''ooii 


an 


1   1' 


ranc 


hes 


uni. 


Th 


e  ini.s- 


band  a  deputy — satisfied- 


'Y 


on  are  n 


ot  n(^ar  it,  niv  dear  fell 


ow. 


Tl 


lere  is  a  uau 


rhter 


in  the  house,  an  only  child,  very  nnich  spoilt,  nineteen,  nire- 


look 


in<r.   and    with   something 


lik( 


million   francs  of  her 


own. 


niv 


dear  .d.'^ime.  T  nassed  hv  vmir  tailor's  vesterdav 


ana  vour  coacnniaKe 


iVM 


1  I 


iw  no  illuminatioTU 


But 


'They  would.  1  am  sorry  to  say.  have  been  premature. 


so  ma 


tcrs  stood:  the  two  ladies  crazv  to  make  a  iiiovp 


to  I'ari-:;  full  of  overflowing  gratitude  to  the  man  wdio  could 
get  them  there  through  the  door  of  the  Palais  Bourbon;  the 
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prl  j"i>?t'.S!>ed  with  tlu;  idea  of  hciii^'  a  ('()iiiitOf;.s ;  the  mother 
tran-iiorii'd  at  the  notion  of  holdinjj  a  political  drawing- 
TnnUi — you  WO  all  the  obvioius  ojienings  that  the  s'tu- 
,it;ii!i  alTirdcd,  and  you  know  mo  well  cnouf^di  to  holieve  that 
I  w;;-  not  behindhand  to  avail  myself  <,i  such  possibilities 
wi.:.  "lice  1  had  discerned  them." 

■•]  ;ini  quite  easy  on  that  score."  said  the  {'oloncl,  as  he 
iiju  iiid  a  window  to  let  out  some  of  the  cij^'ar  smoko  that  by 
th;-  lime  was  filling  the  room. 

••>'i  I  was  fully  prepared,"  Maximo  went  on,  "to  swallow 
liii  i;iiii<el  and  the  fortune  as  soon  as  I  had  made  up  my 
nil!  '1  In  leap  plump  into  this  wrsallinnrc ;  when,  falling  from 
the  I  luiuis,  or  to  be  accurate,  shot  up  from  underground,  the 
pN'Irniim  with  two  names,  of  whom  you  read  in  the  Xational 
thi-  i!r>rning,  suddenly  came  on  tli(>  scene." 

"1'.;.  ilie  way."  said  the  Culonel,  '"what  may  this  act  of 
rii.ig!iiii(iii  be  which  enables  a  man  to  take  a  name  ho  had 
!:r\.r  heard  of  only  a  day  since?" 

•"The  recognition  of  a  natural  son  in  the  presence  of  a 
iKitiirv.— It   is  perfectly  legal." 

'•Then  our  gentleman  is  of  tlie  interesting  tribe  of  the 
iiiiti.  i.->;-'  Y(.«,  yes,  those  ra>cals  often  have  great  luck.  I 
am  M.I  at  all  surprised  that  this  one  should  have  cut  the 
i:'-,r„;;,i  from  under  your  feet." 

'Ti'  we  were  living  in  the  middle  ages."  said  Maximo,  "I 
A).,'\'il  iiccount  for  tiie  unhorsing  of  my  man  and  the  success 
"f  liii-  fellou-  Ijy  magic  and  witchcraft  :  for  he  will,  I  fear, 
i»'  vi.iir  colleague.  How  can  you  account  for  the  fact  that  an 
"I'i  I'-i'olnisr.  formerly  a  friend  of  Danton's.  and  now  the 
-M  : .  :■  Superior  of  an  Trsulino  convent,  with  the  help  of 
1  :  •  i'hew.  an  obscure  Paris  organist  whom  she  brought  out 
.i>  'he  masculine  figure-head  of  her  scheme,  should  have 
.'i'""!uitike(l  a  whole  C(Uistituency  to  such  a  ])oint  that  this 
'tr;i'.:.r  actually  polled  an  imposing  majoritv?" 

"\\eil.  hut  some  one  knew  him.  I  suppose?" 

'■N"t  a  soul,  unless  it  were  ibis  old  hypocrite.  Till  the 
ninrii.Mt  of  his  arrival  he  had  no  fortune,  no  connections — not 
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i^^jm 


282 


THE  MEMUEU  FOU  ARCIS 


ev»ii  u  father  I  While  he  was  takinj,'  liis  bouts  ofT  he  was  made 
—  Heaven  kimus  hms — the  j)r(i|)riel(jr  uf  a  tine  estate,  'i'hoii, 
em,  a  geiilleiiiaii  sU|;|)ij.-.ed  tu  be  a  iiutive 


lu  ijuite  tile  >aiiie  V 


0 


f  the  phicr,  I'miii  whu  li  he  had  absented  himself  fur 


IIUIIIV 


years, 
nutarv' 


pre>e|iie<l 
S     ollice. 


lnni:-eii 

aei<llnwli 


Wl 


th  th 


i'i<'eniuu 


s   sehenier  la  a 


'di:ed    him    jm-t-lia-te 


h 


H)n, 


and  vanished  HL'ain  in  the  cuurse  of  the  iiijrht,  no  one  knouuii: 


winch  road  lie  w 


eiit.     This  triek  liavinj;  come  oil  all  right 
the  rrsnline  ami   her  allv  laimehed  their  nominee;  rejuibli 


by 


cans, 
the  u 


le;Xltitni>t>, 
liiidle  classe: 


and  conservatives,  the  clerj,'y,  the  noinhty, 


-inu.'  and  all    as  if  honnd  by  a  spoil  cast 
over  the  wlmle  land,  (nine  miind  to  this  favorite  of  the  old 


nun-\vi 


tell  ;  and,  hut  for  tl 


acred  battalion  of  otTieials  who, 
nit   a  hild  face  on  the  matter,  and  did  not 
break   iii'.   then!  was  nolliiiiL'  to   hiiuler   his  being  returned 


unuer  niv  c\e 


iinaniniiiii>^iv.  as  von  were. 


•.\nd 

•Well.    IlMt 


-n,  niv  111  tor  frieiii 


d-hve  to  the  fortune?' 


had  a-  tliat.      lint 


ever\ 


unit  IS 


The  father  conijilains  that  the  bli 


tl 


hroUen. 
le  poor  m 


that 


lias 


s>ful 

d 


put   (jff.- 


iieace 


his  existence 


('!!    made   ipute    rid:  iiious 


ihen 


ui  is  so  utleily  ridiculous  to  bej,du  with.  The 
dau<,diter  would  still  like  to  be  a  Countess,  but  the 
mother  cannot  make  u]i  her  mind  to  see  her  political 
drawini'-room    carried    down    stream;    Clod    knows    to   what 


lengths  1  may  liave  to  go  iu  consolation  !    Then,  I  myself  am 
worried  bv  the  need  for  coming  to  an  early  solution  (»f  the 


em. 


probl 

got  marri 


There  1  was — there  was  the  girl — I  should  have 
.'d ;  T  should  have  taken  a  year  to  settle  my  atTairs. 
and  then  by  next  session,  I  should  have  made  my  res])ectablp 
father-in-law  resign,  and  have  stepped  into  his  seat  in  the 
Chaniber. — You  see  what  a  horizon  lay  before  me." 

"lUit,  my  dear  fellow,  apart  from  the  political  horizon, 
that  million  must  not  be  allowed  to  slip." 

'"Oh  well,  so  far  as  that  goes.  I  am  easy;  it  is  only  post- 
poned. -My  good  people  are  coming  to  Paris.  After  the 
repulse  thov  have  sustained.  Arcis  is  no  longer  a  possible 
home  for  them.    Beauvisago  particularly — I  apologize  for  the 
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Pit;. ,  liiit  it  is  tlint  of  my  f;iir  oin'".-  family — Ik-auvisai:*'.  like 
(  .,r;' 'i;imi>.  is  ready  to  [)iit  the  uii^rati  fill  prnvimv  to  firo 
nnii  -'.Mirii.  —  And  iiidcrd  iho  Iiaplc^s  cxilfs  will  liavr  a  place 
i;.  r-  •>.  l:iv  llu'ir  heads,  f"t'  tiiey  an'  ilie  owners,  if  you  please, 
,,f  !l..  Ih'.tr]  Px'auseaiit."" 
■•(t'A!irr>   of   the    Hotel    I'x'anst'ant  I"   cried    the   Colonel    in 

i!::  .,-1  nirllt. 

•  "i  ■  -  indeed  ;  and,  aft(T  all  —  I?eau>eant — Ueaiivisajre  ;  only 
!!/  .nil  (if  the  name  needs  a  ehaime. —  My  dear  fellow,  you 
i;;i'.f  li.i  idea  of  what  the-e  ciniiilry  fnrtunes  mount  up  to, 
ar,  iiiiiilated  M)U  by  sou,  especially  when  the  omnipotence  of 
!!:r  f;  1-  .-uppiirted  hy  the  inct's-^aiit  suction  of  the  h'celi  we 
i-all  trade!  We  must  make  the  h. -t  of  it;  the  inicMle  ehisses 
;iri'  :';-in^'  steadily  like  a  tide,  and  it  is  really  very  kind  of 
t!:i  :ii  In  buy  our  houses  and  lands  instead  of  euttiuiX  our  lieads 
"•J.  ;!-  they  did  in  '!•.'?  to  it'I  them  for  iiothiiiLT." 

■■]'.:!  you.  my  dear  MaNime.  have  reduced  your  houses  and 
!;i:  >U  iM  the  simi)lcst  expression." 

"N'.i — pinee,  as  vou  perceive,  i  am  thinkiu'.,'  of  reinstating 
:!iv-.!r." 

■i 'i  Ifuttd  Beauseant  I"  said  the  Colonel,  eallinj^  up  a 
iHii^'-hiiricd  reminiscence.  "I  liave  never  >ct  foot  there  since 
ii:i  i.i-t  hall  jriven  i)y  the  "\'iscouiitess  who  then  owni'd  it.  on 
till'  vcrv  eveninir  when,  in  love  and  despair,  slie  made  up  her 
iiM'ii  til  i,'o  and  bury  her>elf  in  Xormaiidy  u  one  of  her 
eMi!!.-.  I  was  there  with  poor  Lady  I'randon.  and  the  effect 
w,;-  -'.irtlin^:  hut  I  remeniii(>r  the  sph  rv]or  of  the  rooms;  it 
«.i-  'luite  a  royal  residence." 

■■Happily,  everything:  lia-:  been  completely  sp'^iilt.  It  was 
i't  {■■■]•  years  to  pome  Kn,i:Iish  peoj)!(>,  and  now  extensive  rc- 
t'w  '■-  ai'i'  needed.  This  i-;  a  capital  l)Oiid  between  me  and 
niv  mintry  friends,  for  without  nio  tliev  have  no  idea  licv 
\i>  -  ;  to  work.  Tt  i'^  understood  that  1  am  to  he  director 
i-'i  •  I  lid  of  the  works;  hut  T  have  promi-ed  my  future  mother- 
'.n-liw  another  thinjr,  and  T  need  your  assistance,  niv  dear 
fi'l!  A.  to  enable  me  to  perform  it." 

'■Voii  do  not  want  a  license  for  her  to  sell  tobacco  and 
stHinps  ?" 


a'Y 


2H4 


TiiFo  mi:mi!i:u  I'oit  ahcis 


"Nd,    lliilliiliL.'    -o    (lllliclllt     ,1-    llllll. — •Tllc-i'    cuiifiillltdcil    WO- 

nii'ii,  when  tin y  arc  ii<i.->i.--('l  Ia  a  -jiirit  nf  liatrcl  or  ri\.!ij;H, 
liavt'  really  uomli  i-ful  in~titicl  ;  ami  M.idaiin'  ii('aiivi>a;:i'.  vvlio 
roar.-  like  a  liouc-.-  at  iIh-  linrc  naiiic  of  |)orlan;:c,  has  l;ik''ii 
it  into  hrr  lirail  !!.,:t  ilim'  iiiu-t  he  soiiu'  dirty  iiitrijrue 
wripjrliiii,'  at  tin-  li  ittom  of  his  iiii'otii[irt'hi'n>ilil<'  succi's<.  [• 
is  quill'  (rrt.iiii  that  the  a[)iiaritioti  and  di-aiipiMraiirc  of  ihi; 
'AiiHTicau'  fallicr  j,mvc  L;ronnds  f.,r  vcrv  odd  sui'iuisrs ;  ami  n 
is  quitc^  [io-:-d'!i'  iliat  if  we  jjrr-^cd  the  hutton.  tlic  or;.Miii-t, 
who  is  said  to  have  lakoii  entire  charj^'e  of  this  inten'-ting 
bastard's  education,  and  to  know  the  secret  of  his  jtarentiiL'^', 
might  affonl  the  most  unexpected  revelations. 

"And  tliiid<ing  of  this.  I  rcnieinliercd  a  man  over  ulmm 
you  liavc.  I  fancy.  eonsiderahU'  intliicin  e,  and  wlio  in  thi- 
'Dorlanire  liiint'  may  Ite  of  great  n,-c  to  n>.  ^'ou  ri'diUfCt 
tlie  rohhery  of  Jenny  Cadine's  jewel-,  which  she  laiiiciiini 
po  hitterly  one  evening  when  supping  with  you  at  VcrvV? 
You  ealle(l  to  the  waiter  for  paper  and  ink;  and  in  ohcdic!!- 
to  a  line  from  you.  sent  at  t!ifee  in  tin-  morning  to  M.  i!" 
Saint-Kstcve.  the  ]»olic(>  took  up  th(>  matter  so  effeetivelv 
that  the  tliieves  were  eauglit  and  the  jewels  restored  by  th-.' 
following  evening." 

"Yes,"  said  the  Colonel.  "I  remember  very  well.  My  au- 
dacity was  lucky.  But  I  may  tell  you  frankly,  that  with 
more  time  for  thought.  T  should  not  have  dealt  so  eavalierlv 
witli  Monsieur  de  Saint-Esteve.  He  is  a  man  to  be  approailitJ 
with  I  ppect." 

"Bless  me!  \Vhy.  is  not  he  a  retired  criminal  who  ha- 
served  his  time  on  tlie  hulks,  and  whose  release  you  helped  t^ 
obtain — who  must  have  for  you  some  such  veneration  as 
Ficschi  showed  to  one  of  his  protecto.s?" 

"Very  true.  ^lonsieiir  de  Saint-Esteve,  like  his  predorc--nr 
Bibi-Lupin.  has  had  his  troubles.  But  he  is  now  at  the  hea'l 
of  the  criminal  police,  with  very  important  functions  tlint  Isf 
fulfils  with  remarkable  address.  If  thir-  were  a  niatt'-r 
strictly  within  his  department.  T  should  not  hesitate  to  give 
you  an  introduction  ;  but  the  affair  of  which  you  speak  i-  a 
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d,!i,;iti'  liu.-iiii'>s,  and  first  mul  foremost  !  rim^t  fi'ol  my  way 
t(,  a-' irtaiii  wlirthcr  he  will  ovcii  tli.-(iis«  it  witli  yoii." 

■nji.  I  fiiiu  i('(|  he  wa.s  fiitirt'ly  at  your  coiimiaiKis.  Say  no 
•i;(,r'   alioiit  it  if  tlicrc  is  atiy  (lilliciiity.'" 

•  I  M  rliicf  (iilliculty  is  tliat  I  iicviT  Ml'  him.  1  laiinot.  of 
(i'i;r-r,  write  to  him  aiioiit  sik  li  a  thin;:;  I  hick  o[>|t()rtunity — 
th'  ;  h.iiire  of  a  meeting.'. — Hilt  why  not  apply  to  Uastij^'tiac, 
wIm  would  sim[)iy  order  him  to  take  steps?" 

•■K';i~li,L'iiar,  as  you  may  understand,  will  not  pive  me  a  very 
j.'r„uj  nitption.  1  had  promised  to  succeed,  an<i  I  have  eome 
tr.irk  a  failure ;  he  will  rc;,'ard  this  side  i»iie  as  oih>  of  those 
iriii';\  dn  ams  a  man  cliitche>  at  to  conceal  a  defeat.  And,  in 
iiiiv  i,i>r,  i  .-houlil  he  ;:lad  to  owe  such  a  service  solely  to  your 
tri'i  friendship." 

'J!  Will  not  [)rove  lackin;:,"  said  the  Colonel,  rising.  "I 
w:li  d"  my  hest  for  you,  only  it  will  take  time." 

MiiMiiie  had  paid  a  long  visit,  and  took  the  hint  to  cut  it 
^hnrt  ;  he  took  leave  with  a  shade  of  cooliie.-s,  which  did  not 
part,'  ularly  di^turh  the  Colonel. 

.\-  -oon  as  Monsieur  do  Trailles  -vas  gone,  Franehessini 
(<"ik  tlie  knave  of  spades  out  of  a  pack  of  cards,  and  cut  the 
fiinire  out  from  the  hackground.  I'laced  hetween  two  thick 
fiM-  of  lettor-papor,  ho  tucked  it  into  an  envelope,  which  he 
addn'->ed  in  a  feigned  hand  to  Monsieur  do  Saint-E.steve, 
PetH'-  Rue  Sainte-Anne,  Pres  du  Quai  des  Orfevres. 

Thi-  done,  he  rang,  countermanded  his  carriage,  which  he 
hail  t.nlired  before  Maxime's  visit,  and  .setting  out  on  foot, 
jin-t'l  the  strange  missive  with  his  own  hand  in  the  first 
li'iti  r  liox  he  came  to.  He  took  particular  care  to  sec  that  it 
wa-  Mciirelv  sealed. 


.\t  the  close  of  the  elections,  which  were  now  over,  the 
•  i'lMrnmeiit.  against  all  expectations,  still  had  a  majority  in 
tn.i-  (  hamher,  but  a  problematical  and  provisional  majority, 
pr  li'.i-ing  but  a  struggling  and  sickly  existence  to  the  Min- 
!.-tr;.  i!i  power.  Still,  it  had  won  the  numerical  success 
«!iu  h  is  held  to  be  satisfactory  by  men  who  wish  to  remain  in 
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(dlicc  at  iiu\  [iriif.  Iaipv  vuicc  in  tlif  MiiiL^tcriul  cnnip  wai 
ruisttl  ill  a  1 1  Itium.  uliuli  us  nftrn  r-irvi's  to  colcliriitc  a 
(loiil)tfiil  (ii'fciit  ii.-  ;iii  iind'Hiliicil  viilntv. 

On  the  cviMiiii^'  i)f  I  lie  ilii\  ulirn  Culuiu'l  I'i'.mk  lu'^^ini  and 
Maxiiiif  (If  'rrailli  -  li;i<l  li' M  tlif  convcr-iition  just  rccnnlid, 
the  gcMiTJil  ri'-ull  ci|'  llic  fliTticiiis  wa-  i<iiMuii;  tin-  niiiii-Icr- 
livinj;  i»n  tlir  Irfi  bani^  of  tin'  Snni'  \\lii>  inM  rrcrptmn-  that 
(lay  >a\v  tluir  ri)nM:>  iiiolilicd  ;  ami  at  tlic  linii  -c  (if  the  Mini^ur 
of  I'lililic  W'i'rk-.  till'  ('mntc  di'  iia>liLrnac,  tlic  tlimnj^  \s\\< 
itniiicnx'.  'riuiiiudi  not  (■<in.-|nciiiins  as  an  uratnr,  this  diiniiiu- 
tivf  stati'snian,  li\  iii-  di'\iriit\ ,  Itv  the  cli'^Minr  df  jiis  nuin- 
nerg,  by  hi^i  iiicxhaui-tildc  I'litid  (d"  rc.-niirii',  and.  abovi'  all, 
by  hi-  ((iiniililc  dcMitnui  t<>  [ifi-.-oiial  [ndiiy.  was  -iirt'  to  ri<c 
to  a  po.-l  of  the  lir-l  iin|iortanc('  in  a  Caliiiict  which  hv(>(l 
only  by  cxiicdifnts. 

Madaiiif  dc  riv-tnrad".  who  was  too  much  taken  i]>  by  hor 
chiidrcn  to  lie  very  pnnctiial  in  Iht  soi  ial  dutifs,  had  Ioiil' 
owed  Madatnc  dc  Ka>ti;:nac  a  vi.-it  in  icinrn  for  that  paid  by 
the  .Miiii.-lcr's  wife  on  tin'  cvenintr  when  the  sculptor,  iinw 
promoted  to  he  deputy,  had  dined  there  after  the  famoii- 
oceasion  of  the  statuette,  as  related  by  her  to  Madame  Odavc 
do  Camps.  Monsieur  dc  ri-">torade.  ;:  zealous  Conservalivi'. 
a3  we  know,  had  insi.-ted  that,  on  a  day  when  politic-  ami 
politeness  were  both  on  the  same  .-ide.  his  wife  should  di'^- 
charjj;e  this  debt  already  of  lonj,'  standinjx.  Madame  de  I'Kv 
torade  had  i^-.ine  early  to  have  done  with  the  ta>k  as  tJoon  a- 
possible,  and  so  found  herself  at  the  upper  end  of  the  jTroup 
of  seated  ladies;  while  the  men  stood  about.  talkipjT-  Ib'i" 
chair  was  next  to  Madame  de  Ha-ti;,Miai'.  who  sat  m-arest  tn 
the  fire.  At  ollicial  receptions  this  is  n-ual.  a  sort  of  <:uiilf 
to  the  newcomers  who  know  where  to  \n\  at  once  to  make  llirir 
bow  to  the  lady  of  the  house. 

I'>ut  Madame  de  ri']storade"s  hopes  of  ctirtailiiifi  her  visit 
had  nut  taken  due  account  of  tlie  fascinations  of  conversation 
in  which,  on  such  an  o(Masion.  her  husiiand  was  certain  \<<  h" 
involved. 

Monsieur  de  rKstorade,  though  no  great  orator,  was  iiitl'i- 
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Hitiai  III  the  rpiHT  ('IiuiiiImt,  ami  ri';»Mrilr<|  as  a  man  of  xreat 
fnp  -,_'lil  ami  a(  luiiitf  jiiil|.'tm'iit  ;  ami  at  cvfrv  !-ti[)  in-  took  an 
ill-  i!  'i!'!  rnuiid  lilt'  rooiiis,  he  uas  stn|i|p((l  citlur  hv  jiomo 
p.ili  ,il  Imj;«  i;,'  or  liv  .-or  III'  iiwi;:iiati'  of  limnuc,  of  cli|<ioinnc"V, 
of  rii'  ply  of  tilt'  hiihiricss  world,  ami  cai^'iTly  iiivilcil  to  }»ivp 
hi.-  ii|iiiiion  oil  the  [U'o.-pcct.-i  of  the  o[iriii?ij;  si'ssion.  To 
.-Mr;,  'iui'-tioii,  llic  i'n-ulfiit  of  liif  Cdiirt  of  |v\(-hi'<ni(T  aii- 
•  ^•ri'i  at  iiion-  or  Ic.-s  Icii^'tli,  ami  iio\i  ami  aLTain  lir  liad  the 
Ki'ii  -ati-facl  ion  of  tiiidiii;;  liini-clf  the  (ciitrc  of  a  group 
«i!ii  itiMously  took  note  of  his  vicw.-^. 
T';  -  -Ill-cess  made  him  i|uitc  iiidilffrciit  to  In-  wife's  agi- 
-iiri'als;  and  she,  keeping  Iter  eye  on  his*  various  ovolu- 
.  ii'legraplied  to  liirii  whenever  he  eanie  within  lier  ken 
-!:>■  wished  to  end  the  sitting.  The  little  heed  he  j)aid 
r  impatience  wa-  in  itself  a  fact  to  he  noted  in  the  record 
•  u-iially  clear  and  serene  sky  that  hent  o\cr  the  couple. 
■  ir>  evi'ii  after  their  marriage.  Monsieur  de  I'l'^torade, 
'.id  heen  accepted  hy  his  wife  with  anything  ratliiT  than 
i-i:i-iii.  would  ha\e  heen  hori!.'  '  .it  the  idea  of  such 
i;-lv  -lack  ohedicnce;  hut  three  1  ires  had  now  elapsed 
ti'  had  won  the  hand  of  liie  heantifiil  R'-nee  dc  Mau- 
.  .irul  though  she  had  not  yet  lost  any  of  her  magnificent 
biM:!t\.  he,  on  the  contrary,  had  grown  a  good  deal  older. 
Thi-  :v.,-iity  years  that  lay  hetw.  -n  liis  age  of  fifty-two  and 
hi  r-  -.r  iliirty-two  was  all  the  more  marked  now  hecause,  even 
iit  -'  .'  n  ,ind-thirty.  when  he  had  married  and  settled,  his  hair 
w,i-  .ilivady  gray  and  his  health  wrecked.  A  malady  of  the 
Ir-v  I'-uiii  whi(-h  he  then  suffered,  afti-r  lyini:  dormant  for 
>n!'i.'  .(-,-irs.  tiail  of  hife  seemed  to  assume  an  active  form  ;  and 
will.  •!!!-  morhid  (-ondition.  a  common  one  among  statesmen 
apil  iiilntious  workers,  ])roiliiced  a  stronger  taste  in  him  for 
p"!  '  ;il  interest-:,  it  no  doiihl  made  his  motith  harder,  so  to 
-!"  ■'■''■  !"  the  matrimonial   hit. 

i:  i-.  however,  (piile  possihle  that  the  ah^urd  fit  of  jealousv 
t'l  '>>n',li  we  once  saw  him  yield  wa-  caused  solelv  hv  tlie 
I'K- ■!!-.'  disorder  •  hii-h  had  already  tinL'ed  his  worn  face  with 
the  \.  llowish  hue  of  pronounced  liver-disease. 
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Monsieur  do  I'Estoradc  tiilked  so  long  and  so  well,  that  at 
last  tin;  drawing-room  was  almost  empty,  and  only  a  small 
circle  was  left  of  intimate  friends,  gathered  round  his  wife 
and  Madame  de  Rastignae.  Tlie  .Minister  himself,  as  ho  re- 
turned from  seeing  oil'  the  last  of  his  guests  to  whose  im- 
portance such  an  attenti(»n  was  due,  rescued  Monsi<'ur  de 
I'Estorade  from  the  clntcher- — as  he  thought  somewhat  jieril- 
ons — of  a  Wurtcmlicig  Hiiron,  the  mysterious  agent  of  sdine 
Xorthern  Power,  who.  helped  by  his  Orders  and  his  gibl)('ri?h, 
had  the  knack  nf  aciiuiring  rather  more  information  about 
any  given  matter  than  his  interlocutor  intended  to  give  him. 

Hooking  his  arm  confidentially  through  that  of  the  guile- 
less Monsieur  dc  rKstnradc,  who  wa>  h'liding  a  gullible  ear  to 
the  trans-Hheiiish  rlmdomontade  in  which  the  wilv  Teti'.on 
carefully  wraj)ped  up  the  curiosity  he  dared  not  franklv  avow; 

"That  man.  ymi  know,  is  a  mere  nobody,"  said  Hastignap, 
as  the  foreiirner  made  him  a  humbly  obsefpiir/u-;  bow. 

"He  does  not  talk  badly,"'  replied  Monsieur  de  I'Estorade. 
"If  it  were  not  for  his  villainous  accent "' 

"That,  on  the  ■  mtrary,  is  his  strong  point,  as  it  is  Xu- 
cingon's,  my  father-in-law.  With  their  way  of  mutilaTing 
the  French  language,  and  always  seeming  to  be  in  the  eloudsi. 
these  (lernums  have  the  cleverest  way  of  worming  out  a 
secret "' 

-As  they  joined  the  grouj)  about  Madame  de  Rastignae — 

"iladanie,"  said  the  .Minister  in  the  ("ountess,  "I  have 
brought  you  back  your  husband,  having  cauirht  him  red- 
handed  in  'criminal  conversation"  with  a  man  from  the  Zoll- 
verein  who  would  probably  not  have  released  him  this  mght." 

"T  was  about  to  ask  Madame  de  Rastignae  if  she  could 
give  me  a  bed.  to  set  'ler  free  at  anv  rate,  for  ]\lonsieur  d" 
ri-"stnradc"s  interniinalile  conversations  have  hindered  iiii' 
from  leaving  her  at    libertv."" 

Madame  de  Rastignae  protested  as  to  the  pleasure  it  luiJ 
been  tn  en  jiiy  Madame  de  r]->torade"s  societv  as  long  as  po~<i- 
ble,  ordy  i-egrelting  the  necessity  for  freijuent  interruptien? 
to  respond  to  the  civilities  of  the  extraordinary  looking  newly- 
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tk'tt'd  deputies  who  liad  come  in  an  endless  stream  to  make 

ihiir  1)1  iw  lo  her. 

■nil.  my  dear  I"  cried  Kastifjnac.  "The  session  will  open 
iiiiii;.  ii;itcly ;  pray  give  yourself  no  scornful  airs  to  the  elect 
rrjiri  Miitatives  of  tiie  nation  I — Hesides.  you  will  get  into 
\[,i  :,;iiii'  (Ic  TH.-torade's  black  books.  One  of  our  newly-made 
.•.liVc'  ii:iis  is.  i  am  told,  high  in  her  good  graces." 

"Ill  iiiiiie!-'""  said  Madame  de  TKstorade  with  a  look  of 
.-urini-r.  and  she  colored  a  little.  Her  complexion,  still  brill- 
1,1!;! !\  clear,  lent  itself  readily  to  this  expression  of  emotion. 

'Til  lie  sure!  quite  true,"  said  Madame  de  Kastignac.  "T 
luii!  ijiiitc  forgotten  that  artist  who,  on  the  last  occasion  of 
111}  Hiiiigydu  at  your  nwn  liou.so,  was  cutting  out  such  charm- 
i!!£r  -iHiouettes  for  your  children,  in  a  corner.  1  must  own 
iha:  1  was  then  far  frum  supposing  that  he  would  become  one 
i-f  iJiir  masters." 

■■Hut  even  then  he  was  talked  of  as  a  candidate,"  replied 
Mii'i.iiue  (Ic  I'Estorade;  "though,  to  be  sure,  it  was  not  taken 
vf  r.   ,-rri'iUsly." 

"(Juilr  M'riously  1  y  me."  said  Monsieur  de  TEstDrade,  eager 
t'T ,!.!.!  a  >tripe  to  his  reputation  as  a  pr()])lict.  "From  the  very 
■ii'-i  laik  i>ii  joii'ical  matters  that  I  had  with  our  candidate, 
1  (  Min-scd  ny  astonishment  at  his  breadth  of  view — Mon- 
>i'':;v  i\r  \'i.o;i,  uerolles  is  my  witness." 

"t'crtaiiily,""  said  this  gentleman,  '"he  is  no  ordinary  youth  ; 
.-'il',  I  iln  imt  liuild  much  on  his  future  career.  He  is  a  man 
'-■f  ;:::|i!i1m'.  and,  as  Mitiisicur  de  Talleyrand  well  ohseived, 
till'  ''r-t  impulse  is  always  the  best." 

"Wei!,  then,  monsieur ?"  said  Madame  de  I'Estorade  in- 
IV'(<  "I  !\-. 

"Well,  niadame,"  replied  Mi)nsieur  de  Roiupierolles.  who 
pi'i'ie.]  himself  on  scepticism,  "heroisni  is  (nit  <>f  date;  it  is 
a  '!. -jierately  heavy  and  clumsy  oiitlit.  and  sinks  the  wearer 
'•'  ■  \ery  road." 

'  \:h1  yet   !   should  have  supjiosed   that   great  (pialities  of 
^■'■'i-'  and  mind  had  something  to  do  with  the  composition 
if  1  iiiiui  of  mark." 
19 
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'Qualities  of  mind,  yes — you  are  ri.i,'ht  there;  but  ev 


on  condition  of  their  tendencv  i 


en  so, 


n  a  ( 


■ertain  direction.     Rut 


qualities  of  heart — of  wliat  use,  I  ask  vnu,  can  tti(     be  i 


litical  career? — To  iioist  v 


n  a 


on  on 


far  less  firnilv  than 


to  stilts  on  wliich  you 


po- 


waiK 


on  vol 


ir  feci,  off  which  you  tumble  at  tl 


ifrnac. 
-ilence, 


first  push  and  l^reak  your  ne( 

"Whence  we  must  conclude,"  said  Madame  de  Rast 
laughing,   while   her   friend   preserved   a   disdainful 
"that  the  political  world  is  peopled  with  good-for-nothings." 

"That  is  very  near  the  truth,  madame;  ask  Laznrill,-!" 
And  with  this  allusion  to  a  pleasantry  that  is  still  famou- 
on  the  stage.  Monsieur  de  llonquerolles  laid  his  hand  faiml- 
iarlv  on  the  Minister's  shoulder. 


'In  my  opinion,  my  dear  fellow,  vour  generalizat 


rather 
"X 


ions  are 


1  >o 


particular,"  said  ]{,•'  Mgna 


av, 


sai( 


1  M 


oiisieiir  ( 


le  I 


be  serious. — To  mv  knowledge,  this  M 


lonfiueroilcs,  "come  now;  let  ii? 


onsieur  de 


Sail 


ciiauve 


— the  name  he  has  assumed.  I  believe,  instead  of  Dorlange, 
which  he  himself  said  frankly  ciioiigh  was  a  name  for  the 
stage — has  committed  two  very  handsome  deeds  within  a 
short  time.  In  my  presence,  aiding  and  abetting,  he  was 
within  an  ace  of  being  killed  by  the  Due  de  Rhetore 
for  a  few  unpleasant  remarks  made  on  one  of  his  friends. 
Now  he  really  nei'd  not  have  hcanl  those  remarks 


ing  heard  th(>ni,  it  was  stn 


and,  h 


;1V- 


had,  I  will  not  say  a  claim,  but 
quarrel." 


lining  a  point  to  consider  that  he 


ev( 


n  a  right  to  take  up  the 


Ah!"  .«aid  Ma<l, 


line  lie 


Hast 


lirnae 


"it   was  he  then  whn 


fought    the   duel    with    Monsieur   de    Rhetore   which   was  sn 
much  discussed;-"' 

"Yes.  madanie,  and  I  may  add  tliat  he  behaved  at  the  m'M- 
mg  with  splendid  courag. — and  1  know  what  I  am  talking 
aljuiit." 

Before  the  other  "handsome  i\n'd"  could  lie  brought  info 
the  di>ciission.  at  the  risk  of  seeming  rude  bv  interrupting 
the  cour.-e  of  the  argument,  Madame  de  THstorade  rose  and 
gave  lur  hih-hand  an  inipcrceiitible  nod  to  signify  that  she 
wished  to  leave. 
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M.in-ieur  de  TEstorade  took  advanta^ri-  of  the  slightnesB 
nf  ::;.■  -i<.nial  to  ignore  it,  and  remained  immovable.  Mon- 
.-iciir  lie  Honquerolles  went  on: 

"Hs  other  achievement  was  to  fling  him-elf  nnder  the 
frri  'if  some  riinawiiy  horses  and  snatch  Madame  de 
iK-tHni(le"s  little  daugliter  from  certain  death." 

Km  rvhddy  looked  at  Madame  de  rK>torade.  who  this  time 
i!u-l:iil  crimson;  but  at  the  same  instant  she  found  words, 
•Mi.'  that  by  some  means  she  must  keep  her  countenance, 
nr.il  Aif  .-aid  with  some  spirit: 

"it  would  seem,  monsieur,  that  ynu  wish  to  convey  that 
M-i  -iriir  de  Snllenauve  was  a  great  fool  for  his  pains,  since 
hi'  r:-kr(l  his  lif'  ,  and  would  thus  have  cut  short  all  his 
rli.i:  .IS  in  the  LUture.  I  may  tell  yon,  hnweviT.  that  there 
;.- "Ill  woman  who  a  you  would  hardly  ])ersuade  to  sliare  that 
I'liiiiiiiii — and  tl;;.    is  my  child's  iiiotlier." 

.\-  -he  spoke,  ^Fadame  de  rEstorade  was  almost  in  tears. 
Si]'  uiirmly  shook  hands  with  ]\Iadanu'  de  Rastignac,  and 
5"  t  iniiliatically  made  a  move,  that  this  time  she  got  her 
}l\:  .;■'■  of  a  husband  under  way. 

MmliUiie  de  IJastignac.  as  she  went  with  her  friend  to  the 
ilniv .iiLT-room  door,  spoke  in  an  undertone: 

'l  f.  ally  thank  you,"  said  she,  "for  having  boldly  held  your 
ow'i  against  that  cynic.  Monsieur  de  Ha.-^tignac  has  some 
uri'i'  a-ant  allies  left  from  his  bachelor  days." 

A-  -he  returned  to  her  seat,  Monsieur  de  Ronquerolles  was 
?pf:.k;rig: 

"A!ia,"  said  he,  "these  life-preservers  I — Poor  I'Estorade  is, 
ii:  flit,  as  yellow  as  a  lemon!'' 

■■i!''!i('d.  monsieur,  you  are  atrocious!''  said  'Madame  de 
R'i-'  _'iiac  indignantly.  "A  woman  whom  calumny  has  never 
flar-  1  to  blight,  who  lives  solely  for  her  husband  and  children. 
""'l  uli'i  has  tears  in  her  eyes  at  the  mere  remote  recollection 
"^  ;'ni'  danger  that  theatened  one  of  them!" 

'•|-;!i'vc  nip.  madame."  said  Monsieur  de  Ronquerolles.  heed- 
I'--  'f  this  little  lecture.  '"'T  can  onlv  tell  vou  that  your  Xew- 
f'l.'  Hand  dog  is  a  dangerous  and  unwholesome  breed. — After 
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all,  if  ^[ada 
cornproiiii.- 


iiic  (if  ri-;.-t(.ra(k'  should  liMnk  jicrsclf  t 


g«>t  liiin  to  marrv  tli 


he  lias  aluavs  this  lo   fall   hack  on—si 


00  soriouslv 


he  can 


irl  lie  ,-avc{ 


M 


onsit'iir  di'   I 


ioIl<IUrl-ij||(i 


had   no  sooner  -nokcn   th 


in 


was  conscious  .,f  tlir  h:drou>  hliiudrr  1„.  had  made  hv  utter 
KUc'h  a  speech  in  Aiiirusta  de   Xiieino-en" 


was  1 


Irauinu'-rooiii.     li 


lis  turn  to  redden— thou^^h  he  had  lo>t   the  habit  ..f 


and  deep  silence,  which  seemed  to  enfold  him.  juit  tl 


h\g  touch  t<i  his  end 


It. 
10  crouii- 


larrassment. 


'That  cliuk  is  surelv  slow,"  said  IJasti"- 


nac.  to  make  some 
ever  words,  and  also  to  put  an  end  to  a  sitf 


sound  of  what 

at  which  sjjcech  was  so  luckless. 


ill. 


'It  is  indeed. 


aid 


iiig  at 


his  watch 


dust 


:>ionsienr  d(>  Koiu|ucrolles.  after  look- 


was  half-jmst  ole\ 


on  a  ipiarter-past  twelve;"— th 


0  hour 


en. 


Tie  bowed  formally  to  the  nli^tress  of  the  I 


-,.  ,    ,  ■ louse,  and  went, 

as  did  the  rc.«t  of  the  companv. 

"You  saw  how  distressed  he  was,"  said  K'astignac  to  hi. 
wife,  as  soon  as  they  were  alone.  -He  nas  a  thousand  nuK- 
away  from  any  malicious  intent." 

''^^  T'^*^''''-  "■'  '  ''"^  ^'^>'"-  i"^f  ""^^'  t"  Madame  .1. 
1  Estorade.  your  bachelor  life  has  left  vo.i  heir  to  some  odio,,. 
acquaintances." 

"But  my  dear  child,  the  Kin-  is  civil  every  dav  to  prnple 
he  would  be  only  too  plad  to  loek  up  in  the  [Pastille  if  tliern 
still  were  a  Ba.stille.  and  if  the  C'harfr  would  allow  it  " 

:\radame  d(>  IJastignae  made  no  n>plv;  she  went  up  to  her 
room  without  saying  good-night. 

Not  long  after,-  the  Minist'cr  tapped  at  a  side  door  of  the 
room,  and  finding  it  locked: 

"Augusta."  said  he,  in  the  voice  which  th(>  jiiost  ordinary 
honr^eois  of  the  Rue  Saim-Denis  would  have  adopted  und-r 
similar  circumstances. 

Th.>  only  answer  he  heard  was  a  holt  shot  inside. 

"There  are  some  things  in  the  past,"  said  he  to  himself, 
with  much  annovancc.  "that  are  quite  unlike  that  door-thev 
always  stand  wide  ope:,  on  the  present." 
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'•Augusta,"  lie  l^cgan  again,  *"1  waiiteil  to  ask  you  at  what 
h,r„;  1  imglil  iiiid  Madame  ile  ri']?toraiK'  at  hoiiit'.  I  mean 
[.,  uiii  i»!i  her  to-morrow  after  uhat  lia.-  Iiappeucd " 

•Ai  four  o'clock,"  the  hidy  tailed  baek,  "when  she  comes 
:n  irnin  the  Tuilene.-,  where  she  always  walks  with  the 
,.hii.irrii." 

One  of  the  (juestions  which  had  been  most  frequently 
!i;  M.ird  in  the  world  of  fashion  eince  Madame  de  Rastignac's 
marriage  was  tliis — '"Does  Augusta  love  h<'T  husband?" 

I'oulit  was  allowable;  Mademoiselle  de  Nucingen"s  marriage 
;:a-l  been  the  ill-favored  and  not  very  moral  result  of  an 
iitiiiiaiy  such  as  is  apt  to  react  on  the  daughter's  life  when 
.t  i;a-  la^tell  in  the  mother's  till  the  course  of  years  and  long 
-ialriie>s  have  brought  it  to  a  state  of  atrophy  and  j).iralysis. 
In  -w-h  unions,  where  love  is  to  be  transferred  to  tiie  next 
.'.;  t  niiion,  the  husband  is  usually  more  than  willing,  for  he 
ira>rd  from  joys  that  have  turned  rancid,  and  avails  him- 
-  I  if  a  bargain  like  that  offered  by  the  magician  in  the 
..rihuiii  .\iijli(.'<  to  excliange  old  lamps  for  new.  JUit  the  wife 
i-  iri  iIk'  precisely  opposite  predicament;  betwcH>n  her  and 
!:>.•:  linsband  there  stands  an  ever-present  memory — which 
iiMv  ( iiine  to  life  again.  Even  apart  from  the  dominion  of  the 
-;;-i-,  slie  must  be  conscious  of  an  older  power  antagonistic 
{■:  !:T  newer  influence;  nmst  she  not  almost  always  be  a  vic- 
'.n;.  and  can  she  be  supposed  to  feel  impassioned  devotion  to 

•  i.'.ateriuil  leavings? — Kastignac  had  stood  waiting  outsidcj 
'■  ''.'"iv  for  about  as  long  as  it  has  taken  to  give  this  brief 
I'.i'.v-is  of  a  not  uncommon  conjugal  situation. 

AVi  11,   good-night,    Augusta,"   said   he,   preparini;   to   de- 

A-  !ip  piteously  took  his  leave,  the  door  was  suddenly 
;■'  '.'<].  and  his  wife,  throwing  herself  into  his  arms,  laid  her 

:  :  an  his  shoulder,  sobbing. 

i  '  '■  question  vas  answered :  Madame  de  Rastignac  loved 
■•"  iiiwliand. — At  vl  yet  the  distant  murmuring  of  a  nice 
!•;■^   ta-U  might  be  heard  under  the  tlowers  of  this  paradise. 

ii'i-ngnac  was  less  punctual  than  usual  next  morning;  and 
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by  the  time  ho  wen!  mtn  lii 
beyond  uas  already  iic(Ui»it'd  ! 
lettert;  of  introdiieiinn,  Ke-idc 
of  the  Lower  (har.ilie;-. 


.-  private  (illiee,  the  ant' 
ly  seven  applicants  anne. 
•  two  peers  and  > 


uil; 


A  boll  ranLf  ^haroj 


jily,  ami  the  n-ii 


even  i.'ienil 


er.  Willi  ,-!icli  airitatiiiii 


proved  (■()nta_triiiii>  aniDnLT  the  vi.-iturs.  hurried  mlo  the  Mi 


tcr  s  room.     A  ninniei 


typed  aj)nl(ie^y : 
"The  Minister  is 


nis- 
aler  he  reappi-ared   with  th'    stereo- 


(alu'it  to  a 


ittend  a  ( 


(intlell 


le  will,  how- 


ever, have 


honor  ot   reeeiviniT  the  nn'inlier-  of  the  1" 


and   Lower   t'hainl)i'r; 
quested  I 


o  eall  airam. 


'But  when — ae'i 


nn 


'idle    re-t    of    the 


.f  t 


pper 


■ntk'inen   are  re- 


isKea  one  oi   tlie  po-rjc/ned  victim? 


"This  is  the  third  lime  I   have  called  within  three  davs.  and 
all  for  nothing." 

The  usher  s]irn<:<:ed  his  shoulders,  as  much  a~  to  snv,  "That 

er~."'      However,  iiearinp 


is  no  fault  of  mine;  I  onlv  ohev  ord 


pome  murni 
Members: 


iirs  as  to  the  privilege  act-orded  to  the  Honorable 


Those  "•enlleini'M,"  said  I 


le.  wi 


th 


-ome 


pomposity,  "come 


to  discuss  matter^  of  public  interest." 

The  visitors  havin,tr  I'cen  jmid  in  lhi<  false  coin,  the  bell 
rang  again,  and  the  usher  ]uit  on  his  mo^t  alfahle  smile. 

By  some  obscure  natural  atlinity  the  happier  porticn  of 
this  little  crowd  had  gravitated  into  oiu'  corner.  Tboufrh  ■  b^v 
had  never  met  before,  since  most  of  them  were  the  otTsr.rint' 
of  th"  latest  natio-v,)  t:-;;v.;:!,  «hey  had  somehow  recognized 
each  f)ther  by  a  rcpn\<,'tila(ivi'  manner,  very  dilficult  to  define, 
but  quite  unmistakable.  It  was  to  this  upper  side  of  the  sieve, 
so  to  speak,  that  the  man  directed  his  insinuating  ghince; 
not  daring  to  divide  among  so  many  great  men,  he  mutelv 
suggested  : 

"Whom  shall   \  have  the  lionor  of  .■nmouncing  first?" 

'■(K'ntlemen,"  said  Colonel  Fraiudiessini.  'T  believe  I  liave 
seen  you  all  come  in?" 

And  he  went  towards  the  door  which  the  usher  threw  open, 
announcing  in  a  loud,  dit;tinct  voice: 
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•■MHii>icur  lo  ColiiiH'l  Franchcssini." 

■■.\!i.  a  ^'oiid  lii'irimiinp  tliis  niorniii^I'"  said  the  Minister, 
^'iH!_'  forward  a  t'cu-  step.-  and  lioldini,'  out  liis  hand.  "What 
ii,i  \Mii  want  id'  nn',  my  drar  felldwy  A  railway,  a  canal,  a 
«u>p''ii-i'in  bi'id^e ?" 

•■1  li;i\i'  CMine,  niy  drar  friernl.  to  troid)Ii'  you  about  a  little 
jiri'..::i'  atl'air — a  inattrr  that  concerns  both  you  and  iiie?" 

•Iliai  IS  not  the  ha[>pie^t  way  of  urjjjinjx  tlie  (j  sestion,  for 
1  ■:  •  -!  tell  you  plainly  I  liold  no  ^'ood  rceoininendation  to 
i;:\-  :f." 

■■^"11  have  had  a  visitor  lately?"  t^aid  the  C'olouol,  proceed- 
1!:;:  \><  the  point. 

••  \  visitor?     Dozens.      I  always  have." 

•"Vis,  Rut  on  the  evening  of  Sunday  the  12th — the  day 
of  :'  ••  riot  r" 

"Ail'  now  I  know  what  you  mean. — But  the  man  is  going 
Tiiaii." 

"1'  ■  vou  think  so?"  said  the  Colontd  dubiously. 

"W-  !1.  wliat  am  I  to  tldnk  of  a  sort  of  visioiuirv  who  makes 
ill-  '.V  ly  in  lu're  under  favor  of  the  relaxed  vi<:ilaneo  which 
in  a  Ministerial  residence  ahvav-  follows  on  musket-firing  in 
t!ic  -trcots;  who  |)roeceds  to  tell  nie  that  the  Covernmont  is 
uniiiTriiimd  by  the  Kepublican  pi!rty.  at  the  very  moment 
wl:.':  fill'  Staff-otricer;  of  ll;e  Xational  Guard  assure  me  that 
w.  !  ;:vi'  not  had  even  a  skirmish,  and  who  finally  .suggests 
that  !!<■  is  himself  the  only  man  who  can  insure  the  future 
saf'tv  nf  the  liynasty?"" 

'S".  that  you  did  not  welcome  him  very  cordiallv?" 

■•>  ■  that  I  soon  showed  him  out.  and  rather  peremptorily, 
in  sf.ite  of  his  persistency.  At  any  time,  and  under  any  cir- 
ni!; -tnires.  he  is  a  visitor  I  coidd  never  find  aixreeahle;  but 
""'  ■  .  on  my  pointing  out  to  him  that  lie  liolds  a  post  for 
"h;  ':  !h'  is  admirably  fitied.  and  which  he  fills  with  the 
pr.  i^-t  vkill.  so  that  it  must  be  the  utmost  limit  of  his 
a;::-;  nil.  the  maniac  replica  that  unless  his  services  are  ac- 
CfT.'."!  France  is  on  the  brink  of  a  precipice,  vou  mav  suppose 
I  !  i'l  but  one  thing  to  say — namely,  that  we  hope  "to  save  it 

Wl!!    '.l^t    V.;o    V.f.1r>  " 


s 


I 


til 
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"Well,  it  is  dune:"'  said  tli(3  Colonel.  "But  now,  if  y,,!i 
will  allow  nio  to  explain  matters " 

The  Minister,  sitting'  at  his  table  with  his  back  to  the  fire, 
leaned  ronnd  to  look  at  the  eioek. 

"Look  here,  my  dear  fellow,"  paid  he,  after  seeinj,'  what 
the  time  was,  "I  have  a  su.-jjieion  that  you  will  n-it  h^  brii'f. 
and  there  is  a  luni^'ry  pack  waiting  outside  tliat  door;  evti! 
if  I  cnuld  fjivc-  you  time,  I  roiild  not  listen  prn[)erlv.  He  m, 
kind  as  to  <:o  for  an  airing'  till  noon,  and  come  back  to  break- 
fast. I  will  introduce  you  to  Madame  de  Ha^tignae.  whom 
you  do  not  know,  I  believe,  and  when  we  rise  from  table  we 
will  take  a  turn  in  the  jrarden  ;  there  I  shall  be  wholly  at  your 
servire,  and  can  ;j;ive  you  all  the  time  you  need." 

"That  will  suit  me  perfectly,"  said  "the  Colonel,  leaving. 
As  he  crossed   the  waitiii;,''-room : 

"Well,  gentlemen,"  said  he,  "I  have  not  kept  vou  bm.' 
have  I?"  '  "' 

He  shook  hands  with  one  and  another,  and  went  away. 

Three  hours  later,  when  the  C,,|nnel  apiu'iired  in  Mndanie 
de  Rastignae's  drawing-room— where  lie  was  introduced  to 
her— he  found  there  XiU'ingen,  the  Minister's  father-in-law 
who  came  alnu.st  ev(>ry  day  to  iuvakfast  there  on  his  wav  to 
the  Bourse;  fimile  Blondet.  of  the  /A7,„/.y;  M.-srs.  Merrau 
(de  rOise),  Dionis.  and  Camusot.  three  flereelv  Con^ervativp 
members;  and  two  of  the  newlv  elect,  who^e  n.inie.  it  i-  lur 
certain  that  Rastignac  himself  knew.  Franchessini  also  rec- 
ognized Martial  de  la  Hoche-Ihigon.  the  Mini.-ter's  brother- 
in-law;  the  inevitable  des  Lupeaulv.  a  P.vr  of  .'raiuc:  and  a 
third  figure,  who  talked  for  a  Ion-  time  with  Rasti-nae  in 
1  window  recess.  He,  fimile  Rhmdet  explained  in  repiv  to 
the  Colonel's  inquiries,  was  a  former  functionarv  of  the  secret 
police,  who  still  carried  on  his  pr.,f<.ssion  as  an  amateur,  mak- 
ing the  round  of  all  the  (iovernnuMit  ulliees  every  niorninc', 
under  every  Ministry,  with  a>  m.ich  zeal  and  punctuality  aJf 
it  still  wen-  his  duty. 

In  cons(>c|uence  of  the  soniewi-it  keen  remarks  that  ha.l 
passed  between  the  Colonel  and  Maxime  de  Trailles  as  to  the 
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frariii'  "f  mind  in  wlucli  •Madiuuf  di-  IJiisti^niac  might  find  hcr- 
.,;l  uiirii  marriai;"  sliould  iiavr  palled  a  littlf.  lie  was  Ijoiiiul 
;,,  i:;v,'  -nme  attL-ntioii  to  the  hi>t  and  fniirlfcnth  persdn,  a 
fr-.-i.-i  i.jorcd,  rosy  youth  uiio  ua.-.  \\r  heard,  the  .Minister's 
jirivate  secretary.  It  i.s  well  iviiown  that  private  secretaries, 
.viuii  they  are  eanght  young,  if  they  are  itut  zealous  and  guile- 
.t--.  l!,i\e  lo  .-((ine  e.\lent  taken  the  phae  of  the  aides-de-camp 
.f  t!i.  past.  However,  as  soon  as  lu'  heard  Madame  de  Ras- 
•:t."::!'  .iddress  this  young  (jllicial  with  the  familiar  in,  asking 
h:in  .ifirr  his  mother  Madame  de  Restand,  he  troubled  him- 
-.;f ;;-  further.  This  was  merely  a  little  cou.-in,  not  a  danger- 
'  ;-  ri\.il,  whatever  the  playwrights  may  say.  when  a  young 
a-if'  i;a-  a  due  sense  of  her  dignity.  Monsieur  de  Rastignac 
had  tak'-n  as  his  private  .secretary  Felix  Restaud.  second  son 
fin-  mother-indaw  Madame  de  .\ucingen\s  sister.  Ernest, 
t:.r  i!  Itr.  was  pledged  to  the  Legitimist  party  as  having 
marri'd  Camille,  daughter  of  the   Vieonitesse  de  Crandlieu, 


the  r^uchess  of  the  .same 


whn  iinist  not  bo  confounded  with 
nanif. 

Mal.inie  de  Rastignac,  seen  close,  was  fair  hut  not 
iyrni  iatic.  She  was  strikingly  like  her  mother,  hut  with  the 
>ha.]r  of  greater  elegance,  which  in  parvenu  families  grows 
frnrii  griicration  to  generation  as  they  get  further  from  thft 
-lir  ■  The  la.st  drop  of  the  original  (Joriot  seemed  to  have 
'•.["rated  in  this  lovely  young  woman,  who  was  esppciallv 
"^tinLmished  by  the  fine  hands  and  feet,  which  show  breeding, 
■ind  ..f  which  the  absene..  in  Madame  de  Xucingen.  in  spite 
■  f  !.!!■  iieauty.  had  always  stamped  her  so  distres.«ingly  as  the 
•fniiiivlli-maker's  daughter. 

The  Colonel,  as  a  man  who  might  sul)scqnently  have  ideas 
-!  m-  nwn.  showed  repre.^^scd  eagerness  in  his  attentions  to 
M.iiian,^.  de  Rastignac,  with  the  gallantry,  now  rather  ont  of 
nate.  uhich  seems  addressed  to  \Vf)man"  raihcr  than  to  the 
.ridivalual  woman;  idle  men  alone,  especially  if  they  have 
v.Hti  ^..!,lif.rs,  seem  to  preserve  a  reflection  of  this  tradition. 
Tn-  C.ionel  whose  successes  in  the  boudoir  had  ix^en  many, 
•<"f'^v  -liat  thi.-^  distant  method  of  preparing  the  approaches 
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is  a  vcrv  oUVclivr  .-i  rjiii';:_\   m  li(',-ii';.Mii;,'  ;i  \A\\v<\     Alt  air  of 
adorat  11)11  and  U()i>hi|i.  ilh>ii;,'li  >n  imik  li  uiit  uf  t'a'.liinii.  i;^^^.,- 
displca.-t's  a   unnian  ;  .inil.   vulh   tln'  f\i'|ii  khi   ot'  a    iVw  «;•; 
arc  \  i)ltaircaii  .~(i'|p|ii-  a-  lu  ln\r,  ri'^^ai'iiiii;^  it  a»  iiicir  :,m.i.; 
ft'li()U>lii|i.  and    laiiijlim^   al    llir   rc-|ici  I  ful    I'cclin;;  nf  ;i  w..'- 
who  hesitate-  tu  a)i|inM<  h  tlum  \uth  a  ii.:;ar  liri  wccii  hi-  hv: 
so  to  speak.  ini>-l  women  are  m-atej'ul  tu  an  adorer,  i»arliiiiiar,'. 
if  he  i>  not  a  Celadun,  u  hen  he  treat-  tiiein  with  pioii-  n'\rr- 
Piice  and  rather  hlsc  .-acred   relie-. 

The  ('iiliiriel,  as  hi'  meant  to  he  a.-kei|  id  the  lioii>e  (lijairi. 
took  care  to  ,-peak  <d'  his  wife.  "She  lived."  he  said,  "von- 
much  in  tlie  (dd  I-iimiish  wav.  in  her  cwn  home:  hut  he  woiild 
be  ha()py  to  dra^,'  her  nut  uf  h^u'  hahitiial  retirement  tn  in- 
troduce lier  to  a  hidy  of  >iich  (hslin^niished  merit  as  .M.idan;'- 
do  I{a>ti;.'nae.  if  indeed  she  wouhl  alh>w  him  to  l)ri!iL'  her. 
In  sf)ite  (pf  a  wide  ditTir(.'nct^  in  ai/e  hetweiMi  hi-  wifi-  and  h:- 
friend  the  Mini>ti'r"s.  they  wouhl  lind.  he  thnUifht.  one  happv 
point  nf  cuniact  in  a  .similar  xeal  for  ^'ood  works."' 

In  fact.  Fraiii'he--ini  had  hardly  entered  the  mom  when 
he  found  himself  oi)ii;:ed  to  take  frum  Madame  de  U.-i-tiiriiar 
a  ticket  fur  a  iiall  of  whn  h  >he  was  a  ladv  ])atrones-.  to  hr 
got  up  for  the  lionotlt  of  the  victims  nf  the  recent  oartlujuako 
in  Martiniiiui'. 

It  was  the  fashion  Ihni  anionir  women  to  displav  In  such 
a.ts  of  charity  an  audacity  hcvond  all  hounds;  now.  a?  it 
happened.  Madam(>  Fraiiehe-siui  was  an  Irishwoman  of  great 
piety,  who  spent  in  p)od  works  most  of  her  spare  time  dw 
superintendin<r  ihe  manap'ment  of  her  house,  and  a  larire 
part  of  the  sums  she  resei'ved  for  her  own  use  apart  fmiii  her 
hushand's.  Sn  the  offer  of  an  intimacy  with  a  woman  wk' 
Would  he  so  ready  to  i^ive  her  money  and  her  e.vertions  whm 
needed  for  a  eriche,  or  infant  -chools.  nr  children  orphani"! 
by  the  cholera,  was  a  really  skilful  stroke  of  diplomacy;  ai'.'i 
it  shows  that  tlie  sportsman  in  the  Colonel  had  not  alloj^'otber 
killed  the  facultv  of  foresi.uh.t. 

Breakfa;-!  ever,  the  iruests  left  or  withdrew  to  tlie  drauing- 
rooin;  and  Franehe-sini,  who  had  sat  al  Madame  de  Hai- 
tignac'ri  riglit  hand,  continued  hi.-i  conversation  with  her. 
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W).;.'  he.  liki-  H.Tciil.-.  Ill  llir  \\-v[  nf  Oiiiph.il.'.  (lc\.)toci 
li- ,i::m.)11s  jitlciitioii  ti>  llic  uur-i.d  u.,rk  fur  the  l)criolit  of 
the  [""'r — wliicli  the  ('niinlc.-s  hi'ld  \u  litr  prfttv  diij^rr';,  the 

M";-''r,    III    (il)r(licllcc    In    the    pniVrrl..    "(live    cViTV    <in;f    his 

.i,i  .  ■  'i.iil  i.ikcii  Kiiiilc  l'.l<)ii(li't"s  ;iriii      I'llMii.lct  of  ih.'  Dihata 

-'.'.■A  Iii:h1('  ;|   (dlllilf  (if   rolimN  nf  the   LTa--   [lint   ti'llt    hlV  nllt- 

si(!r  [!ir  ^'l:i.«s  ilnni->  (if  the  (i  ra  \viii;:-rnni:i.      A-  lie  [lafcd  from 
Mil  fi'-  LMVc  him  this  final  hint  : 
■■^■"U   aiidcr.MaiKi !'     \\C  do  iml    uaiit   t'l  drive  a   har(;ain; 

.•.'■.l.\.  I,    the    Iliaj'nI'ilV    i<   nllf-."" 

■•.\n-.v  fnr  you  and  inc.  iii\-  friend  I"'  >ai(l  he  In  the  ChIomcI, 
.■Av\  rhrv  went  jnfo  tlic  garden. 

■1.  i'-  fnrtiiiiale  than  ynii."  mikI  Kranche-siiii,  takin<r  up 
■'  -  -!"rv  at  the  [inini  where  il  liad  heen  inierriijited  a  U-w 
■"•:'■■  nreviniisly.  "have  kept  up  cnininniiieatinns  with  the 
.■■a',  ue  spnkf  (if — not  enn>tant.  inde.,!;  hut  a  xirt  nf  evil 
"iM.i'eiiatinn  nf  eont.i.  t.  To  a\nid  e\,.r  havini:  him  in  my 
!:"'!-■,  He  airreed  that  uheiiever  he  wanted  In  -peak  to  mo  lio 
>h'.u!d  write  to  m,.  witlmnt  any  si-iiatnre  and  tell  me  wlu-re 
"'■'"'  tii'ii-      'n  the  ainin-t   impn-^ihle  event  <>{  iiiv  wishing 

' '"'"•   f   ""-  1"  si'Ik!  a   playin;:  card    li'/nre  cut   nut  to 

!:>(!■ !  m  the  1,'ue  Saintf-Antie.  and  he  u.nild  imtifv  the  spot 
'•li'-.'v  :\'-  mi^rht  meet  undisturhed.      He  mav  he  tnisied  Tir  a 

'''^■"  '■ '■  "f  :i    -iiitahle   place:   nn   man    knows   his   Paris 

'•■■■".  •■!'  the  ways  of  mnvin^--  ahmit  iiihJ''r-irniini!." 

■■II  ./h    political    .pialilications:"   said    Ra-tiirnac   sarcastic- 


If 


■■f  :■  !i  yon  the  wlmle  tnilh.  you  soe."  replied  the  r.donel, 
'!"  ic-'.ve  to  you  that,  in  mv  npininii.  tlii-  i-  a  man  to  ho 
•rc;'.i  witli  rt'spect  ;  a';d,  at  the  same  time,  that  vou  mav  not 
•'•1!'!  -'  'liat  r  am  -linwim:  ynu  a  mere  pliantnsmairoria  witli 
■i  v;ev,  tn  iier^iiadinir  vou  into  doinrr  j,  thinir  f|iiit(>  fontrarv  to 
.'■■''■■"  ''''-t   intent ioiis." 

■"II  on."  said    Rastiirnnc,   pau-imx  to  orathor  a   full- 
!ia   ro-i — hv  way.  pcrhaiis,  of  showinrj  Ins  perfect 


"I'-iV 

''?■''  ■■•-  -I  miru 


c  evening  of  the  very  day  when  you  had  given  hi 


m 
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BO  r'iui,'h  a  rfccjitiun.  ^iml  mv  .■|,rli(iii  \\;is  ulrrady  known  h\ 


tclt^Tapli   and 


a  iM"ii!ii  I'll    Ml    an   i 


•vcniii!-'  painT,   I  rccfivi-ii 


notf   from  liirn.  a  lliiii'.''  ihal   had   not   Iia|i|ii'iicd  for  the  la<t 
pifjhtfcii  iiiuiiili.--   vrrv  -liMii  and  iuik  i-o:  -"'ro-niorrnw  morn- 
ing, six  o'cliick      [{idniiic  (|i.  (  lii,Miaiicourt.' " 
"Likr  a  challi'iiLri',  '  nliMfSid   I{a-ti;.'riac, 
A  rcmindfT  >>f  '<\\>\  ci  rl.unlv  ;  for.  a-  \nu  mav  roniombfr, 


it  was  at    Mniitniartn'  iliat,   in   tlint    ntifortunatc  il 


uol-  -w 


ith 


my  own  hand-  ahunt  Is-.'u-  p,,,,--  youn^;  'I'aillcfcr  I— Some- 
times, at  ilii-K.  I  ihiiik  nf  that  Im  kicss  f.'lh(W.  th(Hi;:h  th< 
Wound, 


as  vnn  kn^w,  was  liniic-tlv  ■rivcn- 


Av.  <mf  mT  11 


<->•  HlMV  -Ii>rir<. 


us 


f 


.1  Hast 


ii;nac,     which  savp 


rum  n';:n'ttinLr  our  vouiil,'  days   when   such   thinj,'s  wen-' 


annc. 


"Tho  man  wl 
on.  "was,  uhcn 


loiti  vou  call  a  vi.-ionarv 


•  raticho«sini  went 


joined  him,  -iltini:  on  a  knoll,  his  iicad  b*-- 


tween 


Ins   hands. 


When   he  heard 


nie,  an( 


1  as  I 


to  him,  he  roM 


went  e!o; 


in  a  state  of 


hiudi  excitement,  took  me  hv  the 


uind,  led  tm   to  the  ,-[„,t-~-verv  little  altered— where  t!ie  iluc! 

:  'What 
d  be- 


took place,  and  in  the  strident  \ 

did  vou  do  here,  nearlv  tive-and-twent v 


oice  \-ou  know  so  we 


years  a;,'o?"  sai 


mv  Iionor.  I  repent.' — 'And  I 


inaile   no   ren 


Iv.  h 


lO   went  'in; 


'A  tiling','  said  I,  'of  uiiieli.  nti 

too. —And   for  whom?"     .\-    I 

'For  a  man  who-e  fortune  I  wanted  to  make.     You  killed  tho 

lirotlior  to  please  me,  tliat  the  >ister  iiii.irlit  be  u  ric,     •■■irojs 

for  him  to  iiiarrv— — "  " 

my  knowledge,"  Rastignac 
ling  in  my  power  tu  prevent 


"Rut  it  was  all  done  without 
hastilv  put  in:  "and  I  did  evervtl 
it." 


'So  T  told  him."  said  the  Colono],  "and  he  paid  no  heed 


pai 
aiming: 


"W( 


to  the  remark,  hut  only  grew  more  frantic,  excl 

and  when  I  go  to  that  man's  hon.-e,  not  to  ask  him  a  favor, 

hut  to  offer 

•loe-  he  think  I 

"H. 
did  not 


him   my  services,  )„.  shows  me  the  door!     And 
•  m  going  to  overlook  it?'  " 
is   remarkai)Iy   toucliy."   .slid    ilastignae  quietlv.    "I 
low  him  the  door.      I  only  rather  roughly  cut  short 


his  boasting  and  exagwrat 


ion. 
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•ill  tlit-'u  wt-nl  uM,"  .•'aitl  lliL  ('t)l(iiicl,  "tu  rdalr  liih  inliT- 
vitv*  vw'.li  \uu  tlu'  prcvtou.i  i:Vfimij5 ;  llif  |)rii|)(i.-ul  lio  had  made 
lu  ^'iVf  uji  liH  |ilair  111  tliu  iruiinial  [loluc  in  l.anr  t)f  .i  jio^i 
^  -lii'iiiiti'iidi'iit — far  iiiorc  iiccdfd,  in  lii>  ojiiinoii  of 
[j,,iilir;il  iiiali'fat  tors.  'I  am  -ick,'  ^aid  lir.  '  i"  limiiij,'  twigs 
toi.i'ili  iliifvcs,  .".iicli  an  idiutic  kind  of  ;,'aiin-l)iiil  th.ii  all 
;hiir  iii<k,'  arc  t'lali-  l<i  inc.  And,  llun,  ulial  iiilii.'.-t  (.an  I 
lind  III  iialiliiiig  iiii'ii  wln)  would  ^tial  a  .-ihiT  mu^'  or  a  f»'W 
baimh'ili^,  when  tliiTi'  are  otlieri-  oiil_\  wnilin;.'  for  a  <liaiice 
t.i  ^T.iti  .It  the  crown  ?'  "" 

••\. Tv  friie,"  sanl  I{a>iti;;nac',  with  a  >niilc,  "if  il  were  not 
fdrtiii  National  Ciuard,  and  the  ariii_\,  and  the  two  Ciiambers, 
and  tin-  Kiiij;  who  can  ride." 

'll'-  added,"  said  Franehe.-.-iiii,  ""tlial  In-  was  not  ap- 
pnuit'd.  and,  with  a  renutUMtiui'  of  the  liii^'o  of  i!n'  pant, 
that  l.r  was  fagj^ed  out  over  mere  iliilir>  plav;  that  he  had 
in  liiin  Very  powerful  qualities  adapted  to  ,-liine  in  a  higher 
•pkn ■;  that  he  luul  trained  a  man  to  take  his  place;  tliat  I 
niu:-!  jiii-ilively  see  and  talk  to  yon;  and  that  now  I  was  a 
im'!!ilnT,  I  had  a  right  to  speak  ami  impress  on  you  the  possible 
rf>ul!-  of  a  refusal." 

".My  dear  fellow,"  i-aid  Hastigiiac  dci  isively,  '•]  can  hut 
fav.  .1.-  i  did  at  the  heginning  of  our  coiiwrsaiion.  the  man  is 
a  lunatic,  and  I  have  never  been  afraid  of  a  madman,  whether 
a  chfi  rful  or  furious  one." 

■i  i!i.  not  deny  that  I  myself  saw  gn-at  (!:!lieulties  in  the 
wa\  iif  satisfying  his  demand.  However.  I  ;r;ed  to  .H».iiie 
hm;  by  [iromising  to  see  you,  ])oinling  out  to  him  that  noth- 
ing: iM-id  be  done  in  a  hurry;  ami  in  point  of  fad,  but  for 
an  arrosory  circum.-tanec,  1  should  probably  not  have  men- 
tiuiU'l  the  matter  for  .-omc  long  time  to  come.'" 

"A'.A  that  circumstance ?'"  asked  the  Miiii>ier. 

"'l  t  .-icrday  morning,"  rejilied  the  Colonel.  "I  had  a  visit 
frorii  .\la.\ime,  who  had  just  returned  from  .\rcis-sur- 
Aubi-    — " 

"1  know,"  said  Hastignac.  '"He  menliotii'd  the'  matter  to 
ict—  .111   idea  devoid  of  common-sense.     Either  the  man  ou 


I    ; 


•'-% 
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wiioin  lie  wants  t. 


-<ir  h 


I'  IS  iKi;.      1 1' 


>  -ct  _\')ijr  iili>(ii||i,iini(l  i.- 


gfind  for  s()ii,in( 


in<^cn,u> 


a  d; 
tliiil 


with  a  ;:n.,(|  man 

of  lllf.  ( 


lie    IS    Mdl.    It    l^    pcrfutlv    ll>rlt'SS   t 


and   Mi>|„rir(j    in>lrunirnt   to  dcsir 


III!: 

o  cniDln 

ll 


•  Iocs     IK,,     (.\|.|.  \l\ 


on    the  mIIut   !i 


oy  ihc  II 
ind.  Wf  liavc  u 


"I  ill''  >i-lii   jdiicc.  lu.  Iiiis,  on  the  n| 


f^f  iKirrvin 
niulll. 
it  a.- 


nanilMr.  and  m  llic  nru.-jiaprrs.  cv 


i'liiitnrm 


MKll     III,, us 


i-r\  means,  nut 


t'd  .-wiini 


a.-   u<'   may    !.,■   ahlc   to   ;-trik, 


a  general  ride,  m 


'"I'  o|  liirniiij,'  ilieiu  ai:aiij>t 


urselves.— Tak.' 


wherever  il 


'■"iintiy  liK.'.Mirs,  era/y  for  pul.iinn 


veil  the  1, 


"'  liaii.l  n[  i|„.  ,„,]„,,  is  „,,.„,  ,.v,.n  ,]' 


■  .•^L'.-t   llll-j)ltllde.    \M|i    ,.|av    I 


It  were  n 


an  outcry  apnn.-t  the  ( 


II'  >nre  thai  there  will  I. 


h 


etiave-  Id 


■overnment.     Opinion  in  f:iiel 


to  prove  1 


II'  man  to  uhoiu  .Mune  one  sanir  a 


I    a    r:h 


low  <,rreat  a  eompu-er  iie  was.     The  ! 


n  air  bv  .Mr 


;iirt 


>y  the  evnh'nee.  said  at   la.-t  to  tl 


learer,  eoiii|iier.  d 


bo 


a  ,i.'rear  mu; 


le  sm-er,  'Weil,  Moza 


ate  your-t'jf  on  ha 


lenin.  hiit  you.  my  ,;,rood  friend. 


'Indeed. 


villi;  a  ::rea^  cohl  :' 


rt  niav 


niav  eoiH'raTii. 


UK 


Frj 

onlv  he  of 


then      i- 


lessini. 


miieh    truth    in    y.mr    remark. 


Mill,  the  m,in  .M 


iMiiK'  wants  to  iinina>k  ran 


/ 


"",'/(■  with    >\i,U   for 


'•|'>per!alde  inedinerily:  and   u-|thr,ut   hein^r  al.l 


(■  til 


fe  as  V 


tea.se  you 
not  all  >:ia 


oil    ,-nniiiiv( 


'I 


a  ,^ood  deal. 
'Its  of  forniidahl 


lie   mav   nevertl 


expect  to  ascertain  the  true  w.,ril 


III'  mo^r  daimeroiis  adversar 
e  eloinicii!-,.."' 


les  ari' 


ere 


ii'ii;:  Ironi  a  (|iiarier  u  here  1 


tion  than    M 


"iKieiir  de  'i'raill, 


casion   ho   has   Irt   hinnelf 
lack  of  skill    hv   vel 


lelilenci 


sliollld   n.nt.   i;;  aiiv 


— a>  he 


ca,-e,  einph 


1  of  yoiir  new  coIli.aL'iie 

may  count  on  better  inforina- 

'•an  command.     On  thi^  n,- 

'".  a^nd    i.~  trvm-  to  make  up  for 

to   \onr  incubus — wii -'n  1 


A 


'"  '••"■'■y  out  .Maxime's  oi 


>f 


view    (,f    V 


ivms  not  a!to;:ether  „..|e-..  at  least  from  tl, 


answer 
"Wei 
'•I  s! 

periei 


your  Connection   with    I 


I    siiollhi    siv 

I-  what:--  s.a'id   Vv 
""hi  tell  liim  that. 


■am 
e  point 
lim.  ju.-t   to  give  him  an 


ce,  utile 


1.  a-  .-oon  as  he  | 


t'-M"-"  hini  to  seri.a.s  onira-es  ih,t  woul 
are  in  his  past  li 


"I'lie-^-ini,  with  increased  attenti-in. 

.'!"!"■  -M'''!''  from  his  crimin.il  c\- 

lead^  th.'  [hditical  ranks,  might 


d  recoil  on  us,  ih 


cri' 


onie  Very  uu|v  records- 
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n-cords  on 


]y,"  rcplifd    I"r, 


lllcllf->llll. 


•or  vou  un- 


i-r-i.i!ii 


that  ulicn  he  \ 


ik.  Ill  a  new 


cm. 


inU' 


all, 


sail 


1  i; 


h'-  ;-  nil'  only  puller  >jiy   ni    lans. 


ll;ijl!:r! 
i.hc  li'-.id  <i 


111(1  I 
f 


hcan; 


(Irpartiiiciit.  h'.' 

-I  tt!>'  -trictt'^t   ropcitaliility  ;  tl 


•  ■niurcd  intn  your  prcsi'iici'  it  wa*,  ?o 

a>ti.i,'-nac'.     ''Ynii  do  not  si!|i[)osc  that 
AfitT  his  visit   I   inadi.! 
1>.'<'    :.bi']\  he  .vas  j)larcd  at 
'.  1  !  I.'.cd  ,;  luiddlo-class  life 
oniv  fault  I   nave  to  find 


that 


Slllrc 


1.-  that  it  is  too  per 


ivct 


ii>c. 


•ithi'lcss 


said  the  C 


;k1. 


rich,"  Hastignac  went  on  ;  "his  salarv  is  tw(dve  th 


ou- 


'sm!  t'raiir.-  a  yvnv  from  the  (iovernnienf  ;  with  three  hundred 
!i;"u-.i!id  hi'  inherited  from  Liuirn  de  IJuhemore,  and  the 
[-rn!:!-    fniiii    a    patent-leather    factory    which    lie    has    near 

s  aunt  Jaci|ueline 


iiiid  wliieri  IS 


payin,<i  very  \vi 


('Mil:!!,  w  hu  kerps  house  with  liini,  still  dahhles  in  certain  dirtv 


M!>lll     «ill( 


■h.  of 


course 


lcn\(  ■;  hirire 


pro 


■fits 


am 


1   I 


-Wnnir  reason   to  helicve  that   lliev   have  jjoth   iranihled 


lily  on  tlie  Bourse.     'J' 
under  such  eireuiiistance; 


le  dciiee  is  in  it,  niv  dear 


fel- 


a  man  caniKit   whitewash 


iuni-. 


I   a;i(l 
ixiirv 


turn  over  a  new 


f.      in  th 


e  ai:e  m  whic 


we 


IS  a  power;  it  does  not,  indeed,  .seeurt'  eonsidera- 
!"!,  ii'id  respect,  but  it  presents  their  counterfeit,  wliich 
"i:  ■  -  to  much  the  same  thing.  Just  set  some  great  ilnanciers 
r  Mill,  -nicn  1  could  name  in  a  garret,  or  going  about  on  foot 
-a:  ..  ihe  street  boys  would  run  after  them  and  hoot  them 
;'k.  linnikards  or  carnival  guys  I — .\nd  your  man,  who,  to 
-:i:'-  Iraniping  the  mud,  wanted  to  perch  his  life  on  a 
I'i-  !.ii.  could  find  no  In'tter  ])lan  than  to  get  himself  sud- 
':::  transferred  to  the  furthest  social  pole  from  his  own. 
>•';•■  evening  now,  in  a  cafe  close  to  the  Prefecture,  at  the 
'■  "f  tlie  Pont  Saint-Michel,  he  sits  down  sociably  to  his 
::  ■   ■>!'  dominoes:  and  on  Sundavs  he  goes  with  a  partv  of 


tradesmen  to  sper 


d   the  day   in    |)hi! 


nsoiihical   retire- 


n  a 


shantv  he  lias  bonirlit   not  far  from  the  woods  of 


iville  in  the  Pres  Saint-(iervai- 


liere  he  tries  to  i:row 


dilias.  and  was  talking  last  year  of  crowning  a  rose- 


!      " 


i     .i 

•;  i 


|; 


Yft 


sai 


TOE  .\rEMBER  FOR  ARCIS 


"Xow  all  this,  my  .Icar  ('.)loru'l,  is  too  bucolic  to  ]m\  up 
to  tl.o  <iiprrii!tcii(l,iuc  of  the  political  police.  Lot  Imn  be- 
stir himself  a  linl,— this  old  {Irrniruii.  liing  a  little  inoiiev 
about,  irive  s.anc  (!inii,.,>  !— Why,  the  executioner  could  ^ii 
men  to  (line  with  him  if  he  wished  it.""  °  ' 

"I  quite  aj^rci.  with  yon.""  said  Francbessini.  ''I  think 
that  he  keeps  himself  too  much  curled  up  for  fear  of  attrac;- 
inp  notice."' 

"Tell  him,  en  the  contrary,  to  uncurl  ;  and.  since  he  wants 
to  have  a  fin-.T  in  puhlie  business,  he  should  find  some  credit- 
able opporiuiiily  fur  hein.u  talked  about.      Does  he  fancy  that 
hide  in  what  enrner  he  will,  the  press  will  not  know  whereto 
find  him?     let  him  do  as  the  nijjfsers  do;  thev  do  not  tr^- 
to  wash  themstdves  v  jiite.  but  they  havo  j,  pas.sion  for  bright 
colors.  an<l  dress  in  searhi  coats  covered  with  gold  braid^- 
I  know  what  I  should  do  in  his  place:  to  appear  thorouj,'hlv 
cleaned.  F  should  take  up  with  some  actress,  some  one  verv  no- 
torious, eon.spicious,  lief.uv  the  public.     I  do  not  say  that  I 
would  ruin  nivsfdf.  but  1  would  seem  to  ruin  myself' for  her. 
with  all  the  airs  of  one  of  those  frenzied  passions  for  which 
the  public  is  always  indulgent,  if  not  sympathetic.      1  should 
display  all   my  luxury  on  this  idol's  account;  people  w.juld 
come,  not  to  mv  house,  but  to  hers.     Then,  thanks  to  mv  mis- 
tress, I  should  be  endured  at       /  own  table,  and  bv  dc^Toes 
T  should  make  a  connection.     All   the  leading  men  in%ur 
.sphere  of  life  gather  round  a  famous  actress  as  inevitablv  as 
moths  round  a  candle:  the  men  who  can  make  or  unmake,  or 
— whicdi  is  the  crowning  feat  of  art— can  remake  a  reputation. 
P(dilicians.  m(>n  on  'Change,  journalists,  arti.sts,  men  of  let- 
ters. 1   wcnild  harness  them  all  to  drag  me  out  of  the  mud. 
while  feeding  them  well,  and  showing  myself  ever  n-ady  with 
my  -sympathy,  ami  yet  more  with  my  money,  to  help  them  in 
a  hundred  little  wavs. 

^  "All  this,  mv  <lear  fellow,  will  not,  of  course,  make  him  a 
Saint  Vinec^nt  de  !'aul--though  he  too  liad  been  on  the 
galleys-  but  it  would  ^pi  him  classed  among  the  third  or 
fourth  rate  notabilities— a  man  possible  to  deal  with.     The 
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Tom]  thus  laid.  MonsiLHir  do  8aint-Kst6v..  might  prove  'no- 
I'o-.ahlr  ;  and  if  ho  then  .  anu.  to  nie,  and  I  wore  .till  in  power, 
i  !!;:L'iit  be  able  to  listei    to  him." 

■  Til-  le  is  certainly  something  to  i)e  said  for  this  plan  " 
r>  :■:,-!  l-ranche.*sini.  But  in  his  own  nund  he  rcthrtod  that 
iH^  trirnd  the  Minister  had  made  groat  strides  sinee  the  davs 
nf  ;!-..  1  ension  Vauqnor,  and  that  he  and  Vantrin— ;h  Saint- 
K-' w  was  then  called— had  exchanged  i)arts. 

•J'lit  at  any  rate,"  added  Rastignac,  going  up  the  stops 
to  ivturn  to  the  drawing-room,  "make  him  cloarlv  understand 
thn-  ho  misinterpreted  my  way  of  receiving  him."  That  ovon- 
i!!-'  i  was  naturally  absorbed  in  anxious  reflections  " 

"H-  Muite  easy,"  said  Franchessini,  "I  will  talk  to  him  in 
th.'  ndit  way;  for,  as  I  must  repeat,  he  is  not  a  man  to  drive 
tn  oMromities;  there  have  been  incidents  in  our  past  which 
ciiinot  be  wiped  out." 

And  as  the   Minister  made  no  reply,   it   was  sutlicientlv 
obvious  that  he  appreciated  the  observation  at  its  true  value 
^  ou  w-ill  be.  here  for  the  Kings  speech.  I  hope,"  said  Ras- 
ti-i).io  to  the  Colonel;  "we  want  a  little  enthusiasm  " 

1  ranohessini,  before  leaving,  asked  Madame  de  Rastignac 
to  name  a  day  when  he  might  have  the  honor  of  bringm-Miis 
w'ii'   to  call.  '^ 

Fr  oav'"  ''"^'"   ^""^^'^"^   Augusta,   "but   more  especially   any 


5  4 


\  the  hour  when  Rastignac.  by  his  wife's  instructions. 
thniur!,  himse  f  sure  to  find  Madame  de  TEstorado.  h..  did 
""t  tail  to  call.  Like  all  who  had  been  present  at  the  little 
-rv.  to  which  Monsieur  de  Ronquerolles'  remarks  had  "ivon 
■•>'■  ihe  Minister  had  been  struck  by  the  Countess'  a-itation  • 
■n-  Hifhout  concerning  himself  to  gauge  the  n^.turo  or  d,.pth 
-'  ■  r  feelings  towards  the  man  who  luid  saved  li.-r  oliild 
f^-^  •'  .>  convinced  that  she  was  at  least  greatly  interesfd  by 

Tho  unexpected  feat  of  winning  his  election  attracted  the 
■'"'■' !'<m  of  the  Government  to  Sallenauve.  all  the  more  be- 
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"No;  hut  I  think  I  rciiicrnhcr  seeing  his  can]." 

"It  is  some  mininf:  Inisiness  lio  is  projcetincj ;  and  as  I  have 
your  eiir.  allow  nie  to  tell  vou  soniethin;,'  aliout  it." 

"Merev!"  thoii-rht  Rasti-niae,  "I  am  very  kiiui.  I  am  sure, 
to  have  eonie  here  merely  to  stand  a  fire  of'  recomniendatiniH' 
point-hlank." 

So,  cutting  short  the  explanation  TEstorade  had  alnadv 
hegun,  and  S(>eing  no  reason  why  he  should  not  quite  un- 
ceremoniously ask  the  husband  one  of  the  things  which  he  had 
proposed  to  ask  the  wife: 

"E.xeuse  my  interrupting  you,"  said  he,  "we  will  return  to 
the  suhject  ;  but  at  this  moment  I  am  in  some  uneasines'J  " 

"How  is  that?" 

"Your  friend  Sallenauve's  election  has  made  a  devil  of 
:i  rumjuis.  The  King  was  si)eaking  of  him  to  me  this  morn- 
ing, and  he  wa.~  not  particularly  delighted  when  I  eoni- 
munieated  to  him  the  opinion  you  expressed  only  la-t  even- 
ing as  to  our  now  adversarv." 

"Bless  me !  But,  as  you  know,  the  tribune  is  a  nxk  on 
which  many  a  ready-made  reputation  is  wrecked.  And  I  am 
sorry  too  that  you  should  have  spoken  of  Sallenauve  to  the 
King  as  a  friend  of  ours.  It  is  not  I  who  direct  tlie  elections. 
^ou  slK.uld  ai)peal  to  the  Minister  of  the  Interior.  I  ran 
only  say  that  1  tried  fifty  ways  to  hinder  the  tiresome  uian 
from  standiiig." 

"But  you  must  see  that  the  King  can  owe  vou  no  grudge 
because  you  happen  to  know  a  candidate  so  absolutelv  un- 
dreamed of ■' 

"Xo.  But  last  evening  in  your  own  drawing-room  vou 
remarked  to  my  wife  that  she  seemed  greatlv  interested  in 
him.  F  could  not  contradict  before  others.*  because  it  is 
monstrous  to  deny  knowledge  of  a  man  to  whom  we  lie  under 
so  srnous  an  ol)llgation.  But,  in  fact,  niv  wife  espcciallv 
has  frit  that  obligation  a  burden  since  the  dav  when  he  wont 
off  In  <tnn,!  for  election.  Though  she  never  troubles  her  head 
about  politics,  she  prefers  the  society  of  those  who  swim  in  onr 
own  waters,  and  she  probably  foresees  that  an  intimacy  with  a 
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n:n;  uli()S(-  ,|;nly  husin,-s  it  is  to  attark  our  sid.-  mav  ho 
-!;!'■ 'lit  aiKl  wry  ino.lcrafcly  pii'asaiif.  Slu"  even  >ai(l  to  me 
tli.    'tlier   (lay   that    lie   was   an   a( -luaintance   to   he   qiiiotlv 

.Ir'pped ■■  ■^ 

••\ot.   I   hof.e,"  interrupted   iJastignac,  "heforc  von  have 
ijii.-i.'  iiie  the  servieo  I  came  to  ask." 
•  At  your  service,  my  dear  Minister,  whatever  it  mav  he." 
"io  plunge  in  liead  foremost,  then:  hefore  seeing  this  man 
in  ![)■•  Chamber  I  want  t<    lake  his  measure,  and  for  that 
P'iri.  I-,.  I  want  to  meet  him.     To  invito  him  to  dine  with  in 
^1"  -  'i  Im'  u.^eh'ss;  under  the  eye  of  his  partv  he  would  not 
'iHv  t„  accept,  even  if  lie  wished  it.     liesides/hc  would  he  on 
lll^  -'uard.  and  I  should  not  .<=ee  him  as  he  is.     But  if  we  carnc 
arrwv.  ra<h  other  by  chance,  I  should  find  him.  as  it  were   in 
ni:.lre-.  and  could  feel  my  way  to  discover  if  he  has  a  weak 
.-I"''. 

-If  r  asked  him  to  meet  you  at  dinner  here,  there  would 
t.-  t!u.  same  ditnculty.— Supposing  I  were  to  find  out  some 
"vwiuig  that  he  intended  to  call,  and  sent  vou  word  in  the 
"'UTM- of  the  day?" 

-W,.  .should  be  too  small  a  party,"  said  Rastignac,  "and 
VA''v.  a  sej)aratc  conversaJion  between  two  is  hard  to  numa'-e- 
thr  !n(>eting  is  so  intimate  that  anv  tHr-a-me  botravs  the  a^- 
L'n,\,iting  circumstance  of  premeditated  arrangement ""^ 

■■•^!ay:"  cried   Monsieur  do  I'Estorade,  "I  have  a  bri<rht 

'■If  the  idea  is  really  bright,"  thought  the  Minister.  "T 

^ha;l  have  gained  by  not  finding  the  ladv  in,  for  she  cer- 

t;iin!v   would   not  have   been   so   anxious 'to   carry   -yt   mv 

u'i.-h'S."  ^ 

•  "ne  day  soon,"  TEstorade  went  on,  "we  are  giving  a  little 
[•■^r;v.  a  children's  dance.  It  is  a  treat  mv  wife,  tired  of 
T'  .i:;ing.  has  promi.'^ed  our  little  girl,  in  fact  as  a  festival  to 
"  i  irate  (mr  joy  at  still  having  her  with  us.  The  Preserver 
a^  ■  -u  perceive,  is  an  integral  and  indispensable  item,  and 
1  tfimk  I  may  promise  you  noise  enough  to  enable  vou  to  tile 
}■'•:'•  nian  aside  without  any  dillicultv,  while  at  a  partv  of  that 
1^!' '.  prempditation  can  h.ardly  be  suspected." 
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liTl' 


said 


II"!! 


am  '^iiiv.     !•(  pl.e.l  Alon- 
ir  raiiqis.  who.  us  a  l-cgitimi-l.  bflon.irrd  to  the  Opposi- 


That  is  a  matter  of  ta.-l< 


aid  til 


e   I'eer. 


•M 


V  dear,    he 


'.11.  addres-iii;,'  his  wife,  "ycni  have  come  so  late  that  you 
missed  a  distin'^uished  visitor." 


•w 


Tiie    .Mini.-ter   of    I 


is  that?"  the  Couiitt'ss  a-ked  indilTerontlv, 


'ulilie   Works,  who  came   to  olT 


an  :i|.ol()gy.     He  had   noted   with   re<:ret  the  unpleasint 
made  njion  vou  hv  the  tlieories  put  forward  hv  t 


or  vou 


piv,--ion 

'.vr. !.  iied   iJoiKiiieroUe 
"That   is  disturliinL' 


im- 
lat 


n^'  liims(>lf  for  a  verv  small  matter,"  re- 
plug .Madame  de  FKstorade,  wiio  was  fiir  from  sharing  her 
.hij.-liaiid's  excitement. 

■  \t  any  rate,"  replied  ho,  "it   was  vo'-y  polite  of  him  to 
!i::i.   noticed  tho  matter." 

M.idame   do   FEstorade,    without    Poomin.tr   to   caro   much, 
a-v  I  what  had  i)assed  in  the  course  of  tlie  visit. 

■"  .'    discussed    indilTerent    subjects,"    said    Monsieur    de 


K-iirade   craftily.     ''Howevor.   I    took    tl 


iiii:  a   won 


le   opportunitv   of 


1   in   on   the   subject  of  Monsieur  de   Cam 


tiU.-iilesS. 


■Mu<h  obliged."  .said   Oclav(        ith  a  how.     "If  onl 


mihii  have  [lersua 


ded  t 


V  vou 


10  gt'iitlenian  to  grant  mo  a  siffht  of 


private  socrotarv.  who  is  as  invisible  as  himself,  bet 


thti'i  they  might  arrange  to  give  me  an  interv 


ween 


lew. 


"i  ou  must  not  be  annoyed  with  him,"  said  'SI 


onsiour  de 


'irad(> 


Though  his  oifice  is  not  strictly  political,  Ras- 
tiL'siac  h;>.s,  of  course,  boon  much  taken  up  wi'th  election'  mat- 
t-r-.  N'ow  that  he  is  freer,  we  will,  if  you  like,  call  on  him 
tngi'ther  one  morning." 


i     ! 


m 


:ii2 


Tin:  MK.MnKu  fou  arcim 


'"I  hesitate  to  tn.uldc  von  uLout  ;i  mailer  that  <)Uj,'ht  to 
Ko  fctnoothly  of  it.-olf ;  I  am  not  a^km•,'  a  favor.  1  never  will 
a.^k  one  of  this  (iovenimi'iil  ;  \nit  simc  Mon.-icur  il.'  IJa'^tii^unc 
is  the  dra<,'oii  m  d'ar-e  (.f  the  mrtallic  trcaMircs  of  ihv  ;-(,ii, 
I  am  houii-l  to  ^'o  throu;:h  t!ic  re„Milar  channel  and  apjiiv 
to  iiim."' 

"We  can  settle  all  that,  and  I  have  started  the  thing  in  the 
ri;:ht  direction,"  replied  Monsieur  dc  I'lOstorade. 

Tlien,  to  change  the  eonversation,  he  said  to  .Madame  dc 
Camps : 

"Well,  and  tin-  chalet,  is  it  really  sucli  a  marvel?" 
"Oh,"  said  Ma.l:ime  Octave,  "it  is  a  fascinating  place;  you 
can  have  no  idea  of  such  elegant  perfection  and  such  id.'iil 
comfort." 

"And  ]\Iarie-(;aston:'"  asked  ^fonsieur  (h>  I'Estorade,  nuich 
as  Orgon  a>ks,  "And  TartuiTe-'"— hut  with  far  less  an.xiuus 
curiosit}-. 

_  "He  was— I  will  not  say  quite  calm,"  replied  .Madame  do 
TEstorado,  "but  certainly  quite  master  of  himself.  His  be- 
havior was  all  the  more  satisfactory  because  the  day  begaa 
with  a  serious  disappointment." 

"What  happened?"  a.^ked  Monsieur  de  TEstorade. 
^"Monsieur  de  .Sallcnauvc  could  not  come  with  him,"  cried 
Nais,  making  it  her  business  to  rcjilv. 

She  was  one  of  tho.^e  children  hruuglit  up  in  a  liot-hou.^e 
who  intervene  rather  oftcner  tiian  they  ought  in  matters  that 
are  discussed  in  tlieir  presence. 

"Xai's."  said  her  mother,  "go  and  as!  Mary  to  put  your 
hair  up.'' 

The  child  perfectly  understood  that  she  was  sent  away  to 
lier  English  nurse  for  having  spoken  out  of  season,  and  she 
went  oil  with  a  little  pout. 

"This  morning,"  said  Madame  do  TEstorade,  as  goon  as 
Nais  ]ind  clo<.ed  the  door,  "^ron^ieur  :\rarie-Oaston  and  Mon- 
pieur  de  Snllenauve  were  to  have  set  out  together  ff)r  Ville- 
d'Avray.  to  receive  us  there,  as  had  been  arranged;  last  even- 
ing they  had  a  visit  from  the  organist  who  was  so  active  in 
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ppii'ii'ting   Monsioiir   (If    Sallciiniivc's   elect inii-.-li»^   came    tn 
biir  (lie   Ital'jin   housekeeper  sing  atui  ijecKl,.  as  to  wheiher 


!.■  Hcl'f 


fit  til  appear  in  piil)lie. 


I>e  sure 


ai.l  M 


nlisieur  { 


le  ri'Ntoraile.     "\ 


nw  uc  have 


-1  to  ni.ik"  statues,  we  must  ipiarter  lier  .-ouu'where  I" 
A-   \ou    say,"   ansuore;!   Iiis   wife,    rather    tartly.     "Mnn- 

ir  ■!''  Salle  lauve,  to  silence  slander,  was  anxious  to  eiiahlo 
!■•  fulluw  out  her  own  idea  of  going  on  the  stage;  hut  he 

'I'i  first  to  li.ive  the  opinion  of  a  judge  who  is  said  to  be 
competent.      'I'he  two  genilemeii   went    with   the 


n n,  ir.-,:iiiiv 


ir.M!i;-t  to  Samt-Sulpice,  where  the  handsome  Italian  sings 


v.'iiing  in  the  ser\  i.-es  for  the  niotwli  of  M 


I  ;-v. 


.\ri 


er 


h.';ir:':-  her:  ''I'liat  contralto  Iki-  at  lea-t  sixty  thousind  francs 
in  h.T  throat  !'  the  organist  remarked." 

■■•I  :-t  the  iiu'ome  I  derive  from  my  fnrges'"  remarked 
<ii  ',•,.■  dc  ('am[).s. 

•":;  n  turning  home,"  Madame  de  KKstora.!.'  went  on, 
".M  -I'  ur  de  Sallenuuvc  told  ins  housekeeper  of  ilic  opinion 
pr<",M!i;ifcd  on  hei  performance,  and  with  the  utmo.-t  fir- 
(■uii:-perti,,n  he  in.inuatcd  that  she  must  now  si.on  he  think- 
:!:.'  "f  making  her  living,  as  she  always  iuten.led.  'Yes,  I 
iri"  k  till'  time  i>  come."  said  Siirnm'a  I.uiuia. 


len  <lie  cIoxmI 


"iruersalion,  saviiii 


•u 


c    will    ^n( 


ak  of 


'1' 


it  a<:ain.  — ' 


nis 


igat  hrcakfa>t  they  were  mudi  surpri.-ed  at  havi?i<r  seen 


nrtf,!!/  of  the  Signora.  wh 


I- 


■  uu 


he  must  he  ill.  Monsieur  de  Sal 


lo  was  liahitually  an  earlv  riser. 
eiiauve  scui  a  wo- 


ii'ui:;  win,  conies  to  ilo  the  cuar-cr  cleaning  to  knock  at  her 
'i'l-r  Xo  answer.  More  and  more  anxiou.-.  the  two  ;rentle- 
nnii  went  tliem>elves  to  find  out  what  was  1 


M'ter  knocking  and  call 


lappeliMig, 
ing  in   vain,   thev  determiiicd   t( 


Ki'V  and  go  in.     In  the  room — nobody  :  but  instead,  a 
addressed   to   Monsieur  de  Sallenauve.      In   this   letter 


li.dian  said  that,  k 


nowing  lu'rself  to  be  in  h\<  wav,  she 


UH-  ;-it 


ring  to  the  house  of  a  woman  she  knew,  and  thanked 


ti'i'i  f->v  all  his  kindness  to  her 


''-■':       I, 


rd  had  felt  its  wings!"  said  M 


i.id  tiown  awav. 


msieur  de  TEstorade. 


ni4 
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That  was  not    Moti.sicur  dc  Sn II 


oiifiiivc  s  idoa. 


CountPss.     "H(>  dors  not  fnr  ;in  iiistiuit  Mispoct  her  of 
pul>r  of  in-:rntitii(l<\      I'.foro  oxplfiinini:  to  tlic   riu'ct 


"•aid  the 

HI  im- 


>rp  oxplfiinini:  to  tlic   nu'ctin;;  of 


vofrrs  the  rd.-itioti   in   \\lii(!i  they  stood.    Monsniir  dc  Snl 
iinuvc,  liiiviri','  iisftrtiiinrd  that  Iw  would  l.c  f|iicstionrd 


:ili::!l! 


MT    wiictllrr    if; 


it,  had   with  ;:n'at   diliracy   writti'ii   to  a.-k 

viiwal  Would  not  lie  too  painful  to  her.      Slic  ri' 


piildic  a 

that  she  h'ft  it  entirely  to  him. 

on  h\<i  return  that  Aw  was  out  of  spirits,  and  tn'atcd  h 

more  than  usual   foriiialitv ;  whence  I 


At  tl 


le  same  time,  he  iim 


Ilrl 


im  uiih 


le   now  eoneludes  ili.it, 


fiincyin-,'  herself  a  Ijurdeii  to  him.  in  one  of  those  fits  of  f.i 
and  teinp'Tof  wliich  she  is  peculiarly  eapahle.  slie  has  thniii.'hf 
it  incumhent  on  her  to  leave  his  liouso  without  allowiti;:  Inm 
in  any  way  to  roncern  h.imself  with  pi   vidin^  fop  her  in  tho 


fut 


«c 


he  I 


ure. 
'Well. 

:— .\ 

'N'either    Monsieur    d 


aid    Monsieur  de  rK>torado,  "luck  pi 


O    U:!!! 


L'ood  rulilance 


(iaston   takes  sik  h   a   stoical   v 


•  '    Salletiauve    nor    Monsieur    .Mario- 


lew  of  tin    iiiatttT.      K 


nouiiir; 


the   woman's   determined   ami    headstronir   nature,    thev    fear 


Ipsi  she  should  h 


ive  laid  violent   hands  on  her  life — ; 


in 


which  her  previous  hwtory  justifi(>s.     Op  else  they  fear  t 
she  ha.;  heen  ill  ad\  i.-erl.     Th 
ohserved    that    while    t 
I 


lilt 


e  umler-.-ervant   I  mentiom 


11'    frentlemen    were    in    the    c 


ountrv. 


ignora   Luij:ia  two  or  ttinv  times  had  a  mvster 


loiis  viMt'ir 


handsomelv   d 


PC",' 


in   the   per->on   i,f  a    middle-aired 

who  came  in  a  carriaire.  hut  whose  appear 

and    who    made   a   great   show   of   seereev   about    their   int.r- 


auce  was  siiiiriilnr. 


view: 


'Some   cliaritahl(>   visitor. 


lid    M 


iince  the  runaway  is  one  of  the  verv  devout. 


onsiour   de    rE>tor;Hl'\ 


At  anv  rate,  l!:at  must  he  ascert 


iinei 


cover  what  has  bccomo  of  the  luckless  creat 
de   Sallenauve,   by   Monsieur   Marie-liast 


id  it 


was  to 


pent  the  day  in  the  search  instead  of  aeconipanving  1 


Villc-dWvrav 


ure  that  Mon>i('ur 


on  s  earnest   de>ire, 


mil  to 


'I  adl 


lere  to  my  opinion,"  replied  Monsieur  de  I'Estoradt 
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••.\:i  :n  ,s|.it»'  r,f  i  mtjinni  lato  virfiir  ..n  h-.th  m.Ics  I  mair'  in 
That  'i'-  ha--  lircri  raiipht  l)V  her." 

••\'  any  rate."  rcni.-irkcii  Ma.latnc  d.'  I'Kstoiad.',  ..tiiphnsiz- 
'■  «',nl,  "It  (J.Hs  fiot  -rnii  ihat  sh..  has  h.m    -auj/it  " 

•  I;!-  not  aKroL'  witli  yoii.-  -ai.l  Madame  •],■  CamiK.  "FIv- 
,;-•  If. Ill  a  person  jv;  oft,.,,  a  |u'.„.f  .,f  \rrv  trii.'  love - 

Muhnuv  dr  rKst..rad<.  I,„.kcd  at  her  fri.„d  uith  >,„„..  v.-xa- 
ti-;i.  ;nid  a  faint  color  flu.lwd  h.-r  .lircks.  Ili.t  il„s  ,i.,  on,. 
:i'"!''''l.  Ilif  servant  liavini;  thrown  the  donhlc  doors  open  and 
iiiiriMiijicfd  that  dinnor  was  sorvi-d. 


\fi'T  dinnor,  thov  proposed  to  go  to  the  plav  ;  it 


anil 


i.-einents   that    rarisiaii 


Miinsjenr  Octave  (h>  ( 


ami 


de  I'Kstorado  caHed  them,  had  n,ade  I 


Man  of  the  Wood 


is  one  of 

s   most    miss   in   the  eountry; 

lis  ironworks,  as 

lim  a  sort  of 


whosi'  od 


.|'\. 


T-ioIl 
I.  U:is 


for  which  hi 


far  f 


if 


hud  come  to  town  ca<.'(r  for  this 


IS  wife,  a  seriotis  .md  ^tav-at-hoi 


roni  sliannir  liis  taste 


when  Monsieur  de  ("amps  spoke  of  k, 


Martin  to  see  a  f 


lie  wf)- 


'in;,'  to  the  Porte 


-  'wfe  replied  : 


iiiry  piece  that  wa<  altractiiii:  .ill  V 


arif 


A'nither   i 


W 


nor  .Nfadame  de  I'Estorade  h 


'ir  h 


e  are  very  tired  will,  our  expedit 


■■f  'l-  i:osr-fa 


aces  to  X 
fi 


••lis  and  I{ene.  wlio  will  enjov  th 


live  any   wish   t 
ion.  and  will  irivt 


o 


airi/  far  more  than  we  should. 


e  marvels 


two  children  awaited  the  ratilicat 


lo 


'>h 


anxietv  as  mav   I 


le  imairine 


J''tinTi:  and  thus,  a  frw  minutc-s  I 


Tl 


n  of  this  J, Ian  with 


leir  mother  mad 


M 


ndam(>  de  (' 


Iter,  th(>  two  ladi 


inp>"  arrival  m  Pa'-is  had  n 


le  no 
who 


t"  escape   from   their   snrroundinjrs   for   a 

d  thems  " 


ot  once  beer 


solves  left  to  an  evenin.ir  of  confidential 


in;;Ie   c 
talk. 


■hat. 


at  home  (o  anybody.-  said  Madame  de  rKstorade  t 
when  the  party  were  fairlv  off. 


I  ':•■'),  taking  as  h 


Iff  starting-point  the  Inst  words  spok 


idanie  ,]o  Campf*  before  dinner: 

"11   '^ally  have,  my  d^ir  friend."  said  si: 


on 


rnesf  liftlp  arrows,  which  go  as  straight  to  th 
•anv  dartt," 


p.  "n   stock  of 
t'ir  mark  as 


31C 
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"Xow  that  wo  arc  alone,""  ropiiod  Madame  Octave,  "I  am 
going  to  (leal  you  blow.s  with  a  bhidgco:)  ;  for,  as  you  iiiav 
i^upposo.  J  lia\c  not  travflud  two  iiundrcd  leagues  and  aban- 
doned tiic  cjiv  nf  our  liusiness,  which  Monsieur  de  Camps 
has  trained  nic  to  manago  very  eonipetently  when  he  is  absent, 
only  to  tell  you  sugared  trulbs." 

"I  am  willing  to  licar  anything  from  you/"  said  Marlamc 
de  TEstorade,  jjrcssirig  lier  friend's  hand — her  dear  conscience- 
keeper,  as  she  called  her. 

'"Your  last  b'ttiT  simply  frightened  me." 

"Why:-'  r.ecause  I  myself  told  you  that  this  man  fright- 
ened me,  and  that  I  would  find  some  means  of  keeping  him 
at  a  distance!'"' 

"Yes.  Until  then  I  had  doubted  what  my  advice  ought 
to  be;  but  from  that  moment  I  became  so  uneasv  about  von, 
that,  in  spite  of  all  Monsi(-ur  de  Camps'  objections  tomy 
making  the  journey,  I  was  determined  to  come — and  here  I 
am."' 

'"But,  I  assure  you,  I  do  not  understand " 

"Well,  supposing  .Monsieur  de  Camps,  Monsieur  Marie- 
Gaston — or  even  Monsieur  de  Hastignac,  though  his  visits  in- 
toxicate your  husband  with  delight — were  eitiier  of  them  to 
get  into  the  habit  of  calling,  would  it  disturb  you  as  much?'" 

"Xo,  certainly  not;  but  neither  ox  these  men  has  any  such 
claim  on  me  as  this  man  has." 

"Do  you  believe,  tell  me  truly,  ihat  Monsieur  de  Sallenauve 
is  in  love  with  you  ?" 

"Xo.  I  believe.  I  am  perfeetlv  certain,  that  he  is  not; 
but  T  also  believe  that  on  my  part " 

"We  will  come  to  that  present  v.  What  T  want  to  know 
now  is  whether  you  wish  that  MoLsieur  de  Sallenauve  should 
fall  in  love  with  vou  ?" 

"Cod  forbid!"  ■ 

"Well,  an  excellent  way  of  drawing  him  to  your  heel  i? 
to  hurt  his  conceit,  to  be  unjust  and  ungrateful — to  compel 
hini.  in  short,  to  think  about  you."' 

"But  is  not  that  a  rather  far-fetched  notion,  my  dear?" 
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"Why,  my  dear  child,  liavo  you  novcr  observed  that  men, 
if  thty  have  any  subtlety  of  feeling,  are  more  readily  eaught 
U  Mvrity  tlian  by  softness;  that  we  plant  onrselve:i  most 
.-Milly  in  their  minds  by  a  stern  attitude;  that  they  are  verv 
hk.  ihnse  little  hip-dogs  who  never  want  to  bite  till  you 
.-;;,iti  h  away  your  hand  ?"' 

•If  tliat  were  the  case,  every  man  we  scorn  and  ni'ver  even 
tiiiiik  of  glancing  at  would  be  a  lover  I" 

"Xiiw,  my  dear,  do  not  put  nonsense  into  my  mouth.  It 
!-  .-.  if-cvident  that  in  order  to  catch  fire  a  man'nmst  be  pre- 
.!:>i"-rd  to  condjustion;  that,  to  go  to  a  man's  head  there 
uiwA  be  son.e  beginnings  of  a  fancy  on  both  sides;  and  it 
.-ttii:-  to  me  that  between  you  and  Monsieur  de  Sallenauvo 
ti.rr.  has  been  ample  introduction  !  Though  he  itiay  not  love 
■  n;;.  he  loves  your  semblance;  and,  as  you  said  the  other  day, 
wittily  enough,  what  is  there  to  ])rev('nt  him.  now  that  tlie 
oth.  r  is  evidently  lost  beyond  recall,  from  a  ricochet  into  love 
fur  wui?" 

"Hut.  on  the  contrary,  he  has  better  hopes  than  ever  of 
fiiMiing  the  lady,  by  the  help  of  a  very  clever  seeker  who  is 
making  inquiry." 

•Well  and  good;  but  supposing  he  should  not  find  her  for 
a  iniig  time  to  come,  are  you  to  spend  the  time  in  getting  lum 
"I:  vDur  hands?"' 

•liear  Dame  Morality,  I  do  not  at  all  accept  your  theory, 
u  a!iy  rate  so  far  as  he  is  concerned:  he  will  be  vf-ry  busv; 
hr  will  be  far  more  devot(  d  to  the  Chand-er  than  to  "me;  he 
isa  man  of  hi,t,h  sclf-respcit,  who  would  be  dis-usted  bv  such 
nicar,  behavior  on  my  part,  and  think  it  supremdv  unjust  and 
u'-L'rateful;  and  if  I  try  to  put  two  fret  of  distance  between 
u>.  lit'  will  put  four,  you  iiv.y  be  quite  certain."' 

"Hut  you,  my  dear?"  said  lier  friend. 

'il  „„—!?"' 

'■"its— you  who  are  not  so  busy,  who  have  not  the  Oham- 
!"-  t-  absorb  you,  who  have— I  will  allow— ])lentv  of  self- 
i--|Hct.  but  who  know  as  much  about  affairs  of  the  heart  as 
a  >ri„„,l-girl  0--  a  wet-nurse — what  is  to  become  of  you  under 
the  perilous  regimen  you  proj)o>o  to  follow?"" 


:i^,-l 

m 


H 


.■U8 
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"I ! — If  I  do  not  1  v("  him  when  1  see  him,  I  shall  still  less 
love  him  wiicii  he  is  jihscnt."' 

"So  that  if  you  found  him  accepting  this  ostracism  with 
indifference,  your  woman's  pride  would  not  be  in  the  least 
shocked  ?"■ 

"Of  course  not  ;  it  is  tliat  I  aim  at." 

"And  supposing;,  on  the  otiier  hand,  that  he  complains  of 
your  behavior,  or  without  complaining,  suffers  acutely,  wiil 
your  conscience  have  really  nothing  to  say  to  you?" 

"It  will  say  that  I  have  acted  for  the  best — that  I  could  not 
do  otherwise." 

"And  if  his  success  is  so  great  that  it  comes  to  your  ears, 
if  his  name  lllls  ail  the  hundred  mouths  of  Famci!  you  will 
still  forget  his  existence?" 

"I  sliall  tliink  of  him  as  1  do  of  Monsieur  Thiers  or  Mon- 
sieur Berryer.'" 

"And  Xais.  who  dreams  only  of  him.  and  who  will  say 
even  more  emphatically  than  on  the  day  when  he  first  dined 
with  you,  "How  well  he  talks,  mamma!'" 

"Oh  :  if  you  take  a  child's  silly  chatter  into  account " 

"And  ^Monsieur  de  I'Estorade,  who  annoys  you  alreadv 
when,  in  his  blind  devotion  to  party  spirit,  he  utters  some  ill- 
natured  insinuation  about  ^lonsieur  de  Sallenauve— will  yoa 
silence  him  on  every  occasion  when  he  is  perpetually  talkins,' 
about  this  man,  denying  his  talents,  his  public  spirit?— Yuu 
know  the  verdict  men  always  jjronounce  on  those  who  do  not 
agree  with  their  opinions." 

"In  sliort,"  said  Madame  de  I'Kstoracie.  "Sou  mean  to  say 
that  I  shall  never  be  .«o  much  tempted  to  think  of  him  as 
when  he  has  gone  quite  out  of  my  ken  ?" 

"What  has  happened  to  you  once,  my  dear,  when  he  fol- 
lowed you  about,  and  his  sudden  disappearance  surprised  von. 
like  the  silence  when  a  drum  that  has  been  deafening  you  for 
an  hour  on  end  abruptly  stops  its  clatter." 

"In  that  there  was  reason.      His  absence  upset  a  plan." 
"l.i<ten  to  me,  my  dear,"  said  Madame  de  Camps  gravely: 
"I  have  read  and  re-read  your  letters.     In  llicm  you  were  more 
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natural  and  loss  argumentative;  and  thcv  left  nio  one  clear 
:,,;,n-Man— that  .MoriHeur  de  Salleiiauve  had  certainly 
ii.iirlud  your  heart  if  he  had  not  invaded  it." 

Ai  a  gesture  of  denial   from   Madame  de  I'Estorade,  her 
stn  ii.oiis  Mentor  went  on: 

••I  know  you  have  fortified  yourself  against  such  a  notion 
Al<1  '.•n^v  could  \ou  admit  to  me  what  vou  have  s,.  earefullv 

' '■'''•*'   fi""!"  yourself?     But  the  thing  that   is,   is.     You 

(ap.!-!  feel  the  magnetic  influence  of  a  man;  vou  cannot  ho 
liw,::.  of  his  gjize— even  without  meeting  his  eves;  vou  can- 
!>t^\(laim.  'You  see,  madame,  I  am  invulnerahle  "to  love,' 
vvnii  .lit  having  heen  more  or  less  hit  already." 

■  iint  so  many  things  have  happened  since  I  wrote  those 
pr. ;  iMerous  things  I" 

•it  IS  tree,  ho  was  only  a  sculptor,  and  now,  in  the  course 
-!  'MIC.  lie  mav  possibly  be  in  the  Ministry,  !ike~I  will  not 
si;.  Monsieur  de  Kastignao,  for  that  is  not' saving  much,  but 
1.      I  aiialis  the  great  poet." 

•I  like  a  sermon  to  have  some  conclusion,'"  said  Madame 
'!■   !  ilstorade  j)ettishly. 

N  "u  say  to  mo,"  replied  Madame  de  Camps,  "exactly  what 
VTgiuaiid  said  to  Robespierre  on  the  31st  of  May,  fo/in  the 
s..li.n(1..  of  our  wilderness  I  have  boon  reading  tlie  history  of 
•!••  Irench  Revolution  ;  and  I  reply  in  Robespierre's  woVds 
^■-.  I  am  coming  to  the  conclusion'— a  conclusion  against 
}-■■■  !>nde  as  a  woman,  who  having  reached  the  a-o  of  two- 
nN:-Mnitv  without  suspecting  what  love  might  lie  even  in 
•■-rii.M  life,  cannot  admit  that  at  so  advanced  an  a-e  she 
-•^^M  yield  to  the  universal  law;  against  the  memory  of 
■■■■'■  "'iir  sermons  to  Louise  de  Chaulieu,  provin^r  to  her  "that 
!'■•  rr  .s  no  misfortune  so  groat  as  a  passion  that  captures  the 
!.- n— v,  ry  much  as  if  you  wer.^  to  argue  that  an  inflammation 
'■  '1^';  iungs  was  the  worst  imprudence  p  sick  man  could 
'  ''-'nit:  against  your  appalling  ignorance,  which  conceives 
•|=^i!  "KTcly  saying  7  viU  rwl'  m  a  resolute  tone  is  stronger 
'••-  .in  inclination  complicated  bv  a  concurrence  of  circum- 
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on  111  .scarcely  t-hake  hora'lf 


Princc'sse  dc  Cadi-^nan  let  us 
fret'." 

"But  the  j.ractical  conclusion  ?"  said  Madame  dc  rEs^torade 
impatiently  ]ialtin'f  her  knee  with  her  prettv  jiand. 

".My   conckisi..n   is  this,"   rejilied   jier   friend.     "I  do  not 
really  see  any  dan-er  of  your  drowning  unless  vou  are  .0 
foolish  as  to  try  to  ,.tem  the  stream.     Vou  are  firin-tempered 
you   have  good   principles,   and   are   religious:   vou   worship 
your  childn  ii,  and  for  th,.ir  sakes  you  esteem  their' father  Mon- 
sieur  de  1  l,si,,ra(le,  who  has  now  f.,r  more  than  fifteen  vear< 
been  the  companion  of  your  life.     Witii  so  much  ballast  vou 
will  not  ui.set,  and,  helicve  me,  you  are  well  afloat." 
^'•\\ell,  then?'"  said  .Madame  de  rKslorade. 
"Well    then,  there  is  no  iiece.<sity  for  violent  efforts,  with 
very  doui,tful  roults,  in  my  opinion,  to  preserve  an  unniov,,! 
attitude  under  impo.-^sible  conditions,  when  vou  have  alreiuh- 
to  a  great   extent   al,andoncd   it.     You  are'  quite  sure  that 
Monsieur  de  Sallenauve  will  never  think  of  inviting  vou  to 
take  a  step  further;  you  have  said  that  he  is  league^'  auav 
from  thinking  of  such  a  thing.     Kcp  ..till  rhen  where  vou 
arc;  make  no  barricades  when  nohodv  it  attacking  vou  •"  do 
not  excite  yourself  „ver  a  useless  defence  which  would  o„lv 
involve  you   m   jminful   tempests  of  feeling  and  conscience", 
while  endeavoring  to  pacify  yr,„r  conscience  and  bring  peace 
to  your  heart  ju>t  ripjded  hy  a  breath  of  wind. 

"The  bond  of  friendship  betwe,.n  man  and  woman  alwav« 
no  doubt,  bears  some  hue  of  the  usuallv  warmer  sentiment^ 
that  exist  between  the  two  ,«exes;  but  it"  is  not  a  mere  emptv 
Illusion,  nor  an  ever-yawning  gulf.  If  Louise  de  rhnuli.Mi 
and  her  adorable  first  husband  had  lived,  were  vou  not  alrcadv 
on  .Mich  a  footing  of  intinuuy  wiili  j.Jm  a.?  never  ex'-'^ted  be- 
twe,.,,  vou  aud  any  other  man?  And  now.  with  her  <oran>l 
linsbnn,!  Mon-^Kur  Marie-Casion.  are  vou  not  on  quite  ex- 
ceptional terms  in  memorv  of  the  frieud  vnn  have  lost'  And 
even  w„h  the  e^'cort  of  vour  little  girl,  mv  husband,  and  niv- 
self,  would  von  have  thought  .,f  pavin- 'the  kindlv  visit  we 
earned  out  to-d,av  to  the  fir.t  comer,  just  anvbodv,  without 
Fome  previous  knowledge  and  recommendation?"    ' 
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••Then  I  am  to  make  a  friend  of  Monsieur  de  Sallenauvc?" 
-ai'i  Miidanie  de  rEstorade  pensively. 

■•^\.s  my  dear,  to  save  yourself  from  his  becoming  a  fixed 
idia-a  regret — a  remorse — tliree  things  wliitli  poison  life." 

••Witli  the  world  looi<ing  on;  with  my  husband,  who  has 
a'naily  li;id  one  fit  of  jealousy  I" 

"My  dear,  you  may  compromise  yourself  just  as  much  or 
r.V'V''  ill  the  eyes  of  the  world  by  your  efforts  to  mislead  it  as 
bv  t!if  liberty  you  frankly  allow  yourself.  Do  not  imagine, 
fur  m.-tanoe,  that  your  abrupt  departure  last  evening  from 
thr  Ifastignacs',  in  order  to  avoid  any  discussion  of  your  obli- 
LMti^iiis  lo  Monsieur  de  Sallenauve,  can  have  escaped  observa- 
!i"!i.  And  would  not  calmer  demeanor  have  more  effectually 
di.-L'u:scd  the  sense  of  indebtedness  which  you  displaved,  on 
the  ^'.'iirary,  by  so  much  agitation?" 

■■1.':  iliat  you  ar:'  'luite  right. — But  some  people's  impu- 
(Itiicr  when  they  talk  has  the  gift  of  putting  mo  beside  mv- 

1-1.  1  O  ^ 
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Ydtir  husband  i>,  I  think,  somewhat  altered,  and  not  for 
I'- Her.  Wluit  used  to  be  attractive  in  him  was  the  per- 
!-^[)cct.  the  unlimited  deference  he  showed  for  your  per- 
y  .iir  ideas,  your  impressions,  everything  about  you;  that 
-f  ddg-like  subniissiveness  gave  hiiii  a  dignity  he  had  no 
1  -f.  tor  there  is  real  greatness  in  knowing  how  to  obev 
'•'  admire.  1  may  be  mistaken,  but  I  think  politics 
sp'iilt  him;  as  yiiu  cannot  lill  his  seat  in  the  Cpper 
lanibcr.  it  has  dawned  on  his  mind  that  he  cokM  <|uite 
•'■"11  live  without  you.  Jn  your  place  I  should  keep  a  sharp 
•■}<■  >".'  such  fancies  for  independence;  and  since  this  qucs- 
■'■■'U  i>  tbe  order  of  the  day,  I  should  make  it  a  cabinet 
i-'.~i-"ii  on  the  point  of  Monsieur  de  Sallenauve." 

ilu!  do  you  k-now,  my  dear  friend,"'  said  :Madanie  de 
■l^t '1.1,1,..  laugliing,  '-that  y,)U  are  delightfully  ])esiilential, 
"!i'i  'h.ii  if  1  acted  on  your  advice  1  should  bring  down  fire  and 

"N  't  at  all,  my  child;  I  am  simply  a  woman  of  five-and- 
'•'■'-■.   uh,)  has  always   looked  on   things  in  their   ])ractical 
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aspect;  and  I  did  ii„t  ,„arn-  my  luisl.aiul.  to  whom  I  am  pas. 
Bionately  attached,  tUl  I  wa.s  well  assured,  bv  putting  him 
to  a  se-.crc  tost,  that  he  also  was  wortliv  of  niv  esteem.  It  i^ 
not  I  who  make  lilV  wiiat  it  is;  I  take  it  as  1  lind  it,  trying  to 
bring  order  and  poasibtliti/  into  tlie  incidents  that  mav  oecar. 
I  am  not  frantic  j.assion  like  Louise  de  Chaulieu,  nor  am  ! 
exaggerated  good  sense  like  Keiiee  de  I'lvstorade.  I  air  a 
sort  of  Jesuit  in  petticoats,  eonvinced  that  rather  wide  slwf« 
are  more  servieealile  than  sleeves  that  are  too  tight  a!)o,it  the 
wrists;  and  1  never  set  my  heart  ou  the  Quest  of  the  \b<o. 
lute." 

At  this  moment  Lucas  opened  the  drawing-room  door  and 
announced  .Afonsieur  de  Sallenauve.  As  his  mistress  gave 
the  old  man  a  look  as  much  as  to  ask  him  how  he  dared 
take  so  little  account  of  her  orders,  Lucas  replied  with  a 
shrug,  which  seemed  to  say  tliat  this  visitor  was  an  articlf 
he  could  -ot  have  supposed  would  be  included  in  the  code  of 
prohibition.. 

As  Sallenauve  took  his  .seat  in  a  chair  the  man  pushed  for- 
ward for  him: 

^^  "You  see,"  ^Madame  de  Camps  whispered  to  her  friend. 
'the  servants  even  have  an   instinctive  idea  that  he  is  not 
a  mere  anyhody." 

-Madame  de  t*ami)s,  who  had  never  met  the  new  deputy, 
devoted  her  whole  attention  to  studying  him,  and  siiw  lin 
reason  to  repent  of  ])reaching  that  he  was  not  to  be  outraged. 
Sallenauve  accounted  for  his  visit  bv  his  anxious  curiosity 
to  know  how  matters  had  gone  off  at  A'ille-d'Avrav;  if  he 
should  hear  that  ilaric-Caston  had  been  too  much  upset,  he 
was  quite  iirepared.  though  it  was  already  late,  to  set  out  at 
once  and  join  him. 

As  to  the  business  that  had  occupied  his  dav,  he  had  a? 
yet  had  no  form  of  success.  He  had  availed  himself  of  hi^ 
title  of  Deputy,  a  sort  of  universal  pass-kev,  to  interview  the 
prefe(  t  of  p„li,.e.  who  had  referred  him  to  Monsieur  de  .S.iH.t- 
Estevo  of  the  detective  department.  Sallenauve,  knowir,.'. 
as  all  Pans  knew,  the  past  history  of  this  man,  was  amazed 
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him  an  ofTicial  of  good  manners.    But  the  great  dctec- 

I  not  given  him  much  hope. 

.'iiiJin  hidden  in  Paris,"  gaid  he,  ''i.s  liiorallv  an  eel 
ill  tlie  deepest  hole." 

iiiriself.  with  the  help  of  Jacf|iie.s  Brieheteau,  meant 
Miie  the  search  during  the  whole  of  the  next  dav; 

I'V  tlie  evening,  neither  lie  nor  the  great  ollleial  in- 
bad  discovered  anything,  he  was  determined  to  go 
\  iile-d'Avray  to  he  with   Marie-rinston,  concerning 


was  far  more  uneasy  tlian  Madame  de  TEstorade 

said  good-night,  hefore  the  return  of  ^ron>ieur  de 
and  Monsieur  de  Camps— who  was  to  call  for  his 
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Wife: 

'i)M  not  forget,"  said  Madame  de  TEstorade,  "tliat  XaiV 
p;irtv  i-;  on  the  evening  afier  to-morrow.  You  will  offend  her 
m'.nally  if  you  fail  to  appear.  Try  to  persuade  Marie- 
ilat^ton  to  come  with  you;  it  will  he  a  little  diversion  at  any 
rntp." 

"II  foniing  in  from  the  theatre.  Monsieur  Octave  de 
I'anip^  (icclared  that  it  would  be  many  a  long  day  before  he 
'.ra-ij.!  ,.ver  go  to  another  fairy  extravaganza.  Xais,  on  the 
pontrarv.  still  l)ewitched  hy  the  marvels  she  had  seen,  began 
to  I'ivr  an  eager  report  of  the  play,  which  showed  how' deeply 
:t  ha'l  <trufk  her  young  imagination. 

A-  Madame  de  Camps  went  away  with  her  hu.sband,  she 
remark. 'd: 

"i  !;at  little  girl  would  make  me  verv  anxious ;  she  reminds 
nif  -f  Moina  d'Aiglemont.  :Madame  do  I'Estorade  has 
tTm;::!,!  her  on  too  fast,  and  I  should  not  be  surprised  if  in 
The  future  she  gave  them  some  trouble." 

It  :^  .iilTlcult  to  fix  the  exact  date  in  the  history  of  modern 
nuin- .  r>.  when  a  sort  of  new  religion  had  its  rise  which  may 
.'C-ta!;,!]  the  worship  of  children.  Xor  would  it  ho  anv  easier 
•"  'i'  '"fniine  what  the  influence  was  under  whir-h  this  cultus 
acqui-Md  the  extensive  vogue  it  has  now  attained.     But  while 
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it  remains  i.i.-\j,!ical,l...  tlic  fact  cxi.-ls.  and  must  ho  n'c.rd^,) 
1-y  every  faitliful  chronicler  of  tlic  "[renter  Jind  minor  inipuki 
of  i^ocial  life. 

C'hihJnn  nnu-  fill  the  place  in  the  familv  which  was  hHd 
amoni,'  the  ancients  hy  the  household  ;,'ods  :  and  the  indiviihnii 
who  shonhl  fail  to  share  this  devotion  would  l)c  ihoufrht  n-,! 
so  much  a   fradi.ius  and  cross-uraiiicil   person,  perverse  im,] 
contradictory,  as  simi)ly  an  atheist.     The  influence  of  Rmi.^- 
poau.   however— who   fr,r   a   while   persuaded   all   mothers  to 
puokle  their   infaiit.s— has  now  died  out;   still,  he  nui.st  be 
a  superfiei.il  oi»er\er  who  Would  find  a  contradiction  in  thi? 
to  the  next  remark.     Any  one  who  has  ever  heen  present  at  \h' 
tremendous  deliher.alions  held  over  the  choice  of  a  wet  nurse 
to  live  in  the  he     ...  and  understood  the  position  this  .iueen 
of  the  nursery  at  once  takes  up  in  the  arranpnnents  of  the 
hous.'hold.  may  he  (piito  convinced  that  the  mother's  ronun- 
ciation  of  her  ri.^dit.s  is  on  her  part  oidv  the  first  of  many  act- 
of  devotion  and  self-sacriHce.    The  doctor  and  the  accoucheur, 
whom  she  does  not  try  to  influen,.,..  d,.,.lare  that  she  is  not 
orpial  to  the  task;  and  it  is  an  understood  thin^j  that,  solely 
for  the  sake  of  the  heinrr  <;],<.  h.is  hroui,dit  into  the  world,  she 
resifjns  herself  to  the  inevitahle.      But.  then,  having  secured 
for  the  child   what   schoolmasters  descrihe  as  excellent  and 
abundant  hoard,  what  frantic  care  and  anxiety  surround  it! 
How  <iften  is  the  doctor  called  up  at  niirht  to  certify  that  the 
mildest  indiirestion  is  not  an  attack  of  much-dreaded  croupl 
How  often  is  he  snatched  away  fnun  the  bedside  of  the  dvinp. 
and  urjiently  plied  with  a<ronized  cpiestions  bv  a  mother  in 
tear.s,  who  fancies  that  her  cherub  looks  peehj  or  pasfi/.  nr 
has  not  .soiled  its  napkins  quite  as  usual ! 

At  last  the  baby  has  got  over  this  first  difficult  stape:  re- 
leased from  the  wet  nurse's  arms,  it  no  lon.irer  wears  a  Henri 
IV.  hat.  bedizened  with  plumes  and  tufts  like  an  Andah.Niii-' 
mule;  hut  then  the  child,  and  its  companions,  still  remind  u? 
of  Spain:  dedicated  to  th(>  Viririn  and  arrayed  in  white,  thov 
mi.trht  be  taken  for  younp  statn(>s  of  the  Commendatorc  in  (h.' 
opera  of  Don   Giovanni.     Others,  reminding  us  of  Walter 
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>v'i-  .liiil  ihc  "Wiuii'  l.;i(l_\.""  loMk  as  if  tlir_v  had  conic  down 
fr-iii  ii:i    lli;.'lilaiid-,  ol'  wlnili  'Au-y  (h.-jilay  the  cu^tunie— the 
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jativri   and  b.ii'c  l;iiic,,. 

-  "I'ifii  ill,,  j-ucci  1,1, ,1>  Mipiil}  in  tlh'ir  dress  what  M. 
•  U<-  vviMild  l!a\c  i-allrd  a  j.alin-vnoi.-  ,,f  national  his- 
A-  v.c  Mf.  in  til,.  'J'liilrru.,-.  hair  cut  >(|iiarc  '/  /-;  I'liarloa 
;■■  MJvi't  doiiMet^.  hue  and  ciiihroidi'ivd  collars,  the 
t.i..iii'i  hats,  short  caiM's,  runi,.>  and  >ho,.>  witli  roses,  of 
Lmiii^  Mil.  and  Louis  X  I  V.,  we  can  ;:(.  tlirough  a  course  of 
l.-!iiii  hiMory  related  h,v  lailnrs  and  dressmakers  with 
•tr.. ;.  r  ,.\a(  titudc  than  hy  .Me/.cray  and  President  Ilenault. 
>■  \i  cniiie  anxieties,  if  not  as  to  the  health,  at  any  rate  as  to 
•>■■■''  Min-titutioii  of  our  little  household  <;ods— for  they  are 
al.i.u-  -o  (l,.licate;  and  to  .viren^'thcn  them,  a  jonrncy  every 
;•■■::■  I"  the  sea,  or  t!ic  country,  or  the  Pyrenees,  is  inipera'- 
t:'.. ...  ordered.  And.  of  cour.-e.  duriii;,'  the  live  or  six  months 
-!-:!'  hy  the  mother  in  the,-e  hy,<,Menic  wanderin-s,  the  hus- 
if  he  is  detained  in  Paris,  must  make  the  best  of  his 
iioud,  of  his  emjitv  and  dismantled  house,  and  the  un- 
h':r,:il  of  all  his  habits. 

U:!(er.  however,  brinj^'s  the  family  liome  again;  but  do 
}«i.  sinpo.-e  that  these  precious  darlings,  putfcd  up  with  pro- 
nxity  and  importance,  can  be  amused,  like  the  children  born 
ill  !li.  ages  of  heartle.-.>  infanticide,  with  rattles,  dolls,  and 
t«-;"i!!iy  Punches?  What  iie.\t.  indeed!  The  bovs  must 
iw\f  iHHiics.  cigarettes,  and  novels;  the  little  girls  must  be 
'•:"'■  '1  to  [day  on  a  grand  scale  at  being  grown-up  mistress 
"f  t:..  house;  they  give  afternoon  dances,  and  evening  parties 
:ennine  Giii;/iiol  puppets  from  the  Champs-ftlvsees, 
•'Ti  lloudin  promised  on  the  invitation  card;  nor  are 
(ike  Lambert  and  Moliere,  you  may  dej)end  on  it;  once 
■  lirogramme.  Ihey  are  sccurea. 

•illy,  now  and  again  these  little  autocrats,  like  Xais  de 
i.ide.  get  li^ave  to  give  a  party  on  a  sullieiently  grown-up 
'<<  make  it  necessary  to  engag(>  a  few  police  to  guard 
""■;  while  at  Xattier's.  at  i>elisle's.  and  at  Prevost's 
'  !it  casts  its  shadow  before  in  the  purchase  of  Bilks, 
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artificial  tluu.r^.  nii.l  i.;,l  l,Mii,|ii,.t>  n,r  llu-  (Hcasion.  P>om 
what  u(.  \unv  M,n  cf  N.i,,.  u  u,li  |,e  uiuWstood  that  no  one 
was  luuiv  ..ij,al,l,.  ih;.,,  ,i,.'  -i'  liH,,,-  il„.  part  and  the  dutic^ 
that  .IfVnUrd  ui,  hrr  i,_v  \h:v  niuihiTs  tciiipurary  al.diaitioa 
in  her  la\iir  nl'  all  \i,-i-  |„hmt  a.id  authnntv. 

Tliis  ahdicaiiwii  had  lia'.rd  fr,,in  H.inf  dav-  In'foro  thr  even- 
ing now  ariMiMl:  f.,r  ii  ua-  .Madciuui-^cik.  Xaj.<  .j^  rKstnrad. 
^^■''"-  '■'  '"■'■  "^'■11  "■I""',  li.id  iv,,ur.-lrd  tho  jruests  to  d„  her 
the  honor  „{  .-|„.ndi,i-  th,.  rvmiii-  with  her;  and  an  .M.uhiriK' 
do  I'K.-toradi'  umild  not  carrv  ihr  parodv  to  such  a  Icii<;ih  a- 
to  alhnv  the  cards  to  he  printed,  Nais  had  spent  several  davs 
m  writing  tlic-c  inviiaiions,  taking  care  to  add  in  the  corner 
the  sacramental  formula  "JJimciiif/." 

^  Nothing  cnuld  he  St  ran-  ■,  or.  as  Madame  Octave  de 
Camps  wuujd  have  said,  i v  alarming  tiian  the  perfect  cool- 
ness of  this  jiitle  girl  nf  thirtiMMi,  standing,  as  she  had  .wi 
her  inotiicr  do  on  Minilar  occasions,  at  the  drawing-room  door, 
and  toning  the  warmiii  nf  her  welcome  to  the  finest  shades' 
as  she  received  her  guests,  from  the  most  afTectionato  cor- 
diality to  a  c.iohicss  verging  on  disdain.  With  her  bo5om 
friends  she  warmly  shook  hands  a  r.linjlaisr ;  for  others,  she 
had  smiles  graduated  for  diirerent  <legrees  of  intimacv  ;  a'bow 
or  nod  to  those  wlioni  she  did  not  know  or  care  for;  and 
from  time  to  time  the  mo^-t  annising  little  motherlv  air  and 
pet  words  for  the  tiny  ones  who  are  iiecessarilv  included  in 
tliese  juvenile  routs,  ditlicult  and  perilous  as  such  companv  is 
to  manage. 

To  the  fathers  and  mothers  of  her  guests,  as  the  partv  was 
not  given  for  them,  and  she  was  acting  strictly  on  the  Evan- 
gelical precept,  Sinite  parvulus  nnirc  ad  ;n?,'Xai?  aimed  at 
distant  hut  respectful  politeness.  But  when  Lucas,  reversing 
the  usiuil  order  of  things,  in  ohcdience  to  her  instnietionf, 
announced.  -.Mesdemoiselles  de  la  Rochc-IIugon.  :\railame  la 
Baroime  de  la  Roche-IIugon,  and  .Madame  la  Oomtesse  de 
Ra.-tignac,*'  the  cunning  little  puss  abandoned  this  studied 
reserve;  she  rushed  forward  to  meet  the  Minister's  wife.  and. 
vith  the  i.rettiest  possible  grace,  she  seized  her  hand  and 
kissed  it. 
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M  ■  -unr  and  Madame  do  TEstoracle  also  pressed  forward 

:■  «.|."int'  their  uiie.xi.ecled  visitor:  and  without  allowing 
n.r  u>  iiiiiko  any  apolojry  as  to  the  liberty  she  had  taken  m 
«  !i;:i,,'  '.Villi  her  .M.ster-iii-law  witliuiit  an  invitation,  they  led 
:..r  {••  ;i  -ood  seat,  wheiiee  siie  eouid  have  a  complete  view  of 
■'■•  I''  •"•'■'liiigs,  by  this  time  of  a  very  lively  eliaracter. 

N,!:-  ruuld  not  accept  every  invitation  to  ilance  which  the 
'.'-.ii,;  little  (Jiiiidies  vitd  with  each  other  in  pressing  on  her 
i'i.  It  'KmmI,  she  got  a  little  confused  over  the  ord"r  of  her 
•'-i-'iihiits.  In  spite  of  the  famous  "cnlmlr  conlialr,"  her 
■-i.-.M.-s  was  near  caii.-ing  a  revival  of  the  perennial 
r.vair;.  ..f  France  and  perfidiuus  Albion.  A  (lua.liille  prom- 
..(.i  I  A:,.,  over,  to  a  young  Kngli>h  nobleman,  aged  ten,  and 

i  i' :    fn'in  a  jireparatory   naval   school— Barniors  school 

»!-  :'".ui  to  result  in  something  mure  than  railing  accusa- 
•':.-.  f'.r  the  young  heir  to  th.'  Kiigli>h  jMvrage  had  already 
:  ii!'I"l  his  list  in  attitude  to  box. 

Th  .  -(|uabble  luring  settled,  another  disaster  befel :  a  very 
~n:,)!i  !,..v.  seeiiiij  the  servant  bring  in  a  tray  nf  mkes  and  cool- 
.::.'';:■  -k-  after  a  polka,  which  had  made  hmi  verv  hot,  was 
.n\;ni.  to  refresh  himself:  but  as  he  was  too  short  to  reach 
:h.-  !'w|  at  which  the  oi)jects  of  his  desire  were  held  by  the 
'"tniiiii.  he  unfortunately  tried  clinging  to  the  rim  of  the 
'Ting  it  within  reach  ;  the  tray  tilted,  lost  its  balance, 
.i::m   'i^r  ,,f  its  corners  .^^erving  as  a  gutter,  there  flowed,  as 
■  roin  il.r  urn  of  a  mythological  river-god.  a  sort  nf  casca.lo  of 
:i::iiL'l..!  orgeat,  currant-syrup,  and  capillaire.  of  which  the 
f"i:!'.i:i-h.'ad   w   ^   the  overturned  glasses.      It   would   have 
II  if  only  the  ra.di  infant  himself  had  suffered  from 
!■  n  sticky  torrent ;  but  in  the  confusion  caused  by  the 
flu-,    ten    innocent    victims    were    severelv    splashed, 
liieni   five  or  six  infant  baceliantes.  who/enragod  at 
''cir  garments  ..^tained.  seemed  ready  to  make  a  second 

•  "f  the  luckless  blunderer. 

•  h"  was  rescued  with  ditliciilty  from  their  hands,  and 
d  over  to  those  of  a  German  governess,  who  had  haa- 

the  scene  of  the  uproar: 
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"What  (diiid  Niiis  In-  iliiiikiii;,'..f."  said  a  juvtlv.  fair-lia  r-.] 

littli"  ^'irl  tu  a  vniiihfiil   ||j'.'lil;m,|,r  wuii  whom  she  li:i|  ! 

dailfill;^'  all    tile  rwiiiiiL'.   "\n   iinitc    little   (liiidivii    nu   •,,  r , 
than  that  ?"* 

"Oil,  I   ,|uiir  iiiid,  f-iaiid."  said   tlif   Hi-ldandiT ;  "i).'  {. 
little   \h,\   Im  lnn;:in,u'   I"   llie   .\(  r.,iiiilant    Ollice   pe(i|il.. ;   \ 
was  (ihlipd  Id  ad<  hiiii  on  acronnt  of  his  parents;  it  n.i 
matter  of  civilitv." 

At  .lie  same  time  piittiiiLr  liis  hand  lIiroii;:li  a  frifiid'-  am. 

"I  say,  Kr;ie-|.""  ln^  ueni  on,  "I  c,  M  .-moke  a  ciuar'  S,,;,. 
pose  we  try  and  lind  a  coriier  out  of  all  tli:>  not." 

"1  <Mnnot.  m\  dear  f.  Now."  r-plird  Krnost  mysten  .n.lv, 
"You  kriuu-  that  l.eontiiu'  ahvay;  makes  a  seone  uh-^  -hy 
finds  out  that  I  have  been  smokiiiL'.  She  is  in  tho  su..t  • 
mood  lo-iij^dit.     'I'lieiv.  look  what  she  has  just  piven  iiie'" 

"A    hoisediair   riii^r.   wit'-    two   tlamiiij:   hearts!"   <aid  -' 
Ili<:hlatid,T  sr.,riifiilly.     -Way.  every  sehoolhov  make-  th.'tii 

'■'i'heii.  pray,  what  ha\<'  you  to  show?"  retorted  Knits;, 
much  nettled. 

"Oil  !'"  said  the  Hii,dilander,  '"hetter  than  that." 

And  with  a  eo!ise(|iiential  air  he  took  out  of  the  sporr.,-, 
which  formed  part  of  his  eo.-tunu'.  a  sheet  of  seeiited  bli;. 
paper. 

"There."  .-aid  lie,  holding  it  under  Ernest's  nnse.  "jUst 
smtdl  that." 

Krnest  with  conspicuous  lack  of  delicacy,  snatched  at  th" 
note  aid  got  possession  of  it;  the  Highlander,  in  a  Tnft 
struggled  to  get  it  ha<k.  Then  .Monsieur  de  TEsL-rade  in- 
terv(Mied,  and  having  not  the  reiiK.test  suspicion  of  the  ciius.' 
of  the  fray,  separated  the  comhatanls.  so  that  the  spoiler  cmihl 
enjoy  the  fruds  rd  his  crime  uniiKdested  in  a  corner.  Th.' 
paper  was  hlank.  'I"],,,  young  ra-^cal  had  stolen  the  .heet  oi' 
scented  paper  that  nior.Mnu'  from  his  mamma's  hlottint:- 
hnok— she  perhaps  wouhl  have  made  some  less  immaculate 
thinir  of  it. 

Ernest  presently  returned  it  to  the  Highlander: 
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'ikiv;  I  pivc  vmu  IkkIx  vnur  Ini.T.'  .-aid  li-,  in  a  tone  of 
'it'H-  "It   IS  i|f,-[u'|-,iii>ly  ((jniiiroiiiiMi!"  I"' 

••K-.'j>  it.  sir,"  r.'|>lir(i  th,.  ntl,,.,-.  ■■!  will  ask  vou  f..r  it 
to-n-rnivv  urulcr  llir  (Ih-i  iint-tnv-  ,ii  tli.'  'I'uilcru-.  Mcm- 
uL      \.pii  iinivl   iiri.hr-iaii.l  that   wi-  can  liav..  ikiiIuiik  more 

'     -  ;  ■    !  I  (Ml  ll   (illlcr  '■" 

Kf-t's  .Iciicaiior  ua>  l.->s  <liivaln)iis.  Ihs  <.ii!v  reply 
«ii-  ;..  (Hit  til..'  tliuiiili  (.f  Ins  ri^'ht  hail,!  tu  \u>  mum',  sju-cading 
hi^  ;ii'.'Ts,  and  tiiniin;,'  an  iina;:inary  liaiidlf— an  imnical 
'iwnnii-iration  winch  he  had  learned  from  seeiti;,r  jt  por- 
f  Mii-i  hy  his  mother's  coachman,  ■['heii  he  wont  off  to  find 
\.i'  [arliier  for  a  (|\iadrille  that  was  hem;;  formed. 

Hut  uhy  iire  we  wast  in;,'  time  over  >nch  trivialities  when 
Hf  k'-u  that  interests  of  a  Miperior  onler  arc  ohscurcly 
w.-rlsiri-  liiemsehrs  out  heneath  this  childish  surface? 

■  vnaiivp.  who  had  returned  at  ahout  four  in  the  after- 
!"'•  t'".iri  spondim:  two  days  at  X^illo-d'Avrav,  could  not 
.i.':\'  M.dame  .I,.  KKstorade  a  ^'ood  report  of  his  friend. 
i  ih''  .1  mask  of  .-old  resi.irnation,  .Marie-(iaston  wn:^  in  deep 
'li'j|'!:oii  :  and  the  most  serious  cause  of  anxietv.  because  it 
".i.  -n  unnatural,  was  that  he  had  not  vet  been  to  vii=it  his 
«i!'-  irrave;  it  was  as  thou^xh  he  foresaw  the  risk  of  sxieh 
-iffita-iun  as  he  reallv  dared  not  face.  This  state  of  mind 
!;.id  ^u  jrreatly  disturbed  Sallenanve,  that,  but  for  fear  of 
n.iliv  distressiiii:  Xais  by  not  appearintr  at  her  hall,  he  would 
roi  l:,a,  left  his  friend,  who  was  by  no  means  to  be  persuaded 
t  ■  .'■  'II-  to  Paris  with  him. 

Ii  r.ally  seemed  as  though  Marie-flaston  had  expended 
h!>  rnpiaining  powers  in  the  perfervid  enthusiasm  and  cheer- 
tulne-s  to  which  he  had  wound  himself  up  durinir  the  Arcis 
<:U'<'\\<<n.  and  that  now  the  most  disastrous  prostration  had  set 
i!i  a-  :i  reaction  from  the  excitetnent  of  which  his  letters  to 
M;i.i,in:r  d..  TEstorade  were  but  a  faint  reOection.  One  thing, 
nf'\w.v,,r.  had  made  Sallenanve  feel  that  his  patient  wa«  safe 
'•'ii:i!-  the  few  hours  of  his  aljsence;  l)efore  he  had  fully  de- 
<•'!■  i  to  come  away,  an   English  gentleman   had  been  an- 
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nouncod   wliom   M:irit-(;a.<i(jn  liad  known   in  Florence,  and 
\vIi()>o  arrival  hv  liailid  witli  npparejit  jov.     So  some  I'lappv 
cfTocl  nii-lit  perhaps  iu'  liopr,]  for  fn,iii  this  iinforoseen  vijt'. 
To  divert   SallcMiauvo's   mind   fr,,m   these   anxieties— and 
in  fact,  she  th.Mi-hl  them  exaggerated— :dadaino  do  I'K^tnra.i' 
at    onee    made    ]iim    ae(piainted    witli    .Monsieur    Oetavc   (],. 
Cami)s,  who  liad  expressed  a  strong  wish  to  know  him;  and 
by  the  tiiuo  the  de])i!ty  liad  been  conversing  a  quarter  of  an 
hour  with  the  ironmaster,  he  had  quite  won  this  gentleman'^ 
good  opinion  by  the  extent  of  his  knowledge  in  "-.etallurgv 
It  may  be  remembered  that  one  of  Hixioii"s  chief  griov- 
ancc?  against  Dorlange  iiad  iieen  the  seuljitor's  ambition,  if 
not  indeed  to  know  everything,  at  anv  rate  to  examine  every- 
thing.    During  the  last  year  especially  Sallenanve,  havin'^ 
ppent  no  time  in  his  art  but  wh-t  was  needed  for  the  "Sain't 
Ursula,"'  had  been  at  l(>i.-iire  to  dinoto  himself  to  the  seientifif 
studies  which  justify  a  i)arliamentary  representative  in  speak- 
ing with  autliority  when  they  can  scrVe  to  support  or  illustrate 
his  political  views. 

Hence,  though  in  talking  to  Monsieur  (Jodivet,  the  H."'i«. 
trar  of  Taxes  at  Arcis,  ho  had  modestlv  .'xpressed  him^elt" a* 
Ignorant  of  the  details  of  that  omeiabs  functions,  he  had 
given  his  attention  to  the  various  elements  on  which  they  bom 
—the  customs,  conveyancing-fees,  stamps,  and  direct  or  indi- 
rect taxes.  Then,  in  turning  to  the  science— so  problematical. 
and  yet  so  self-con (Ident  that  it  has  assum.-d  a  nanic-^ 
Political  Economy,  Sallenauve  had  studied  with  no  less  care 
the  various  sources  wliir-h  contribute  to  form  the  mighty  river 
of  the  nation's  wealth  ;  and  tlie  branch  of  the  subjec^t  relating 
to  mmes,  the  matter  just  now  of  preponderating  interest  to 
Monsieur  de  Camps,  had  not  been  neglected.  The  ironniastyr 
had  been  so  exclusively  interested  in  the  question  of  iron  ore?. 
that  he  had  much  to  iearii  in  the  r.ther  branches  of  metallurgy, 
and  his  drlight  may  1)0  imagined  on  hearin-  from  the  neuk- 
made  deputy  a  sort  of  Arabian  Xi,jhts'  tale  of  the  riches  of 
the  land,  though,  certified  by  science,  there  could  be  no  doubt 
of  the  facts. 
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voii  nioiiii,  monsieur,"  cried  Monsieur  (h  Camps,  "that 
our  coal  and  iron  mines  we  have  deposits  of  copper, 
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(.,.!i!i,s.  opi'cially  about  tlie  LozOre ;  in  the  J'uv-de-nome ; 
!!!  r.iitianv  and  in  the  Vosges.  In  the  Vosjres,  nut  far  from' 
i!:-  i'"n  of  Saint-Die,  J  can  tell  you  of  a  sin<,de  vein  of  silver 
'■i-'-iUai  runs  with  a  width  of  from  iifty  to  eighty  metres  for  a 

diMiihce  of  about  eight  miles." 

"I low  is  it,  then,  that  this  mineral  weallii  has  never  been 

Wiirki'd  y 

ii  was,  at  one  time,"  said  Sallenauvo,  "at  a  distant  period, 

i-\><  r;,ii]y  during  the  Itoman  dominion  in  (ianl.     These  mines 

w. !.  .ibandoiied  at  the  fall  of  the  Konuin  Kmpire,  but  v\-orked 

a.'.  :i  during  the  .Middle  Ages  hy  the  cU'rgv  and  the  lords  of 

-ii:  Ih.'n.  during  the  struggle  between' the  feudal  nobles 

I  111'  >overeign,  and  the  ?    -.<t  civil  wars  which  devastated 

"untry,  the  working  wa.  ,  ven  up,  and  no  one  has  taken 

It  i;n  -ince." 

"And  you  are  sure  of  the  facts?" 

•Ancient  writers,  Strain)  and  others,  all  speak  of  these 
i;u: .  -^ :  the  tradition  of  their  working  survives  in  the  districts 
wli<  n.  ihey  lie;  imjierial  decrees  and  the  edicts  of  kings  bear 
«i::i'  ->  to  their  existence  and  to  the  value  of  their  o'utput- 
ani  in  <ome  places  there  is  still  more  practical  evidence  in 
exi.v.ations  of  considerable  length  and  depth,  shafts  and 
«u.  rns  hewn  out  of  the  living  rock,  and  all  the  traces  which 
-f-ir  witness  to  the  vast  undertakings  that  immortaliml 
H. fi.m  enterprise.  To  this  may  be  a.hled  the  evidence  of 
nin.l  rn  geological  science,  which  has  evervwhere  confirmed 
iiii'i  ■iniplified  those  indications." 

M'.nsieur  de  Camps'  imagination  had  been  sufTicipntly  fired 
^v  -ho  prospects  of  a  mere  iron-mine  to  bring  him  to'  Paris 
a^  t  petitioner  to  a  Government  he  despised,  and  at  the  sug- 
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about  to  a.^k  his  mtonnant  what  Iiis  idras  iiiiHit  he  •  s  u.  th 
process  of  oxtract.n,  th.  treasure  that  .as  "iTsM-ali^Sv^,  l! 
Jocted,  wh..n.  I,v  a  ooi,H.i,lonce  for  uhi.h  th.  rra.irr  i'.  p^ 
pared,   Liu-as  threw  opon   the  drawi„.-roo,„   door,   and  an- 
nounced ,n  h,s  loud..st  and  nuKt  in.pressive  tones,  '-Monsieur 
the  .Minister  of  Pnhlie  Works."  iiiiKur 

The  ellVet  on  the  assenihly  was  ehrtriral  :  it  even  broke  in 
on  the  tr/r.a-t>  Ir  of  the  two  now  frion.ls. 

"Let  us  havo  a  look  at  this  little  IJaMiu'nae  who  has  bl^- 

But  in  his  heart  it  struck  him  that  this  was  an  opportunity 
of  gettm.  hold  of  tho  ina..c.essihle  Minister;  in  vir^ 
sound  pnneiple  that  a  bird  in  hand  is  worth  two  in  the  ti  h 
he  eft  the  ludd.n  fortune  revealed  to  him  hv  Sallenau  to 
rest  in  pea.o.  and  went  back  to  ins  iron-mine.  Salle"!!.^ 
on  his  part  foresaw  an  intro.hution  to  be  inevitable-  it 
seemed  to  h.m  impossible  but  that  ^ron>ieur  de  I'Esto  ado' 
Conservative  zeal  would  contrive  to  iuin,  it  abottt 

And  what  would  his  allies  of  the  Opposition  sav  to  the 
news,  which  would  .ertainly  be  report,.]  on  the  morrow  t 
a  representative  of  the   Kxireme    Left   had   been   seen  in  a 
ta-ing-room  in  conversation  wi,h  a  Minister  .so  noted  for  his 

had  nir     1     ;    l'"  "'''""'^  ^"''^"'^'  l>roselytes?     Sallenauve 
had  already  had  a  taste  of  his  party's  ideas  „f  tolerance  in 
the  otfico  of  the  ^aUo„al;  he  had  heard  it  insinuated  that  the 
airectation  of  moderation  promised  bv  hi.  profession  of  p,.lis 
leal  faith  was  not  to  be  taken  literally  as  to  his  parliameitarv 
oondue   ;  that,  ,n  fact,  iie  would  soon  find  himself  desert 
he  should  attempt  to  make  his  practice  agree  with  his  theories 
Anxious  as  he  was,  too,  about  Marie-tiaston.  having  put  in 
an  appearance  at  NaiV  party,  he  was  ea^er  now  to  retirn  to 
^   1  (Ml  .Nvray  and  for  all  the>e  reasons  he  d.  t.^rmined  to  profit 
b>  the  genc.ral  e.xeitement  and  beat  a  retreat.     Bv  quie    and 
simple  tactics  he  got  round  to  th,.  door,  and  hopedToesr    e 
without  being  observed.     But  he  had  reckoned  iithout  X S 
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to  uhdin  ho  hiul  promised  a  quadrille.  The  instant  he  laid 
h:s  hand  on  the  door-handle  the  little  ffirl  sounded  the  alarm, 
anil  Monsieur  dt-  TEstorade.  with  wiiat  precipitancy  may  be 
ini.iL'incd,  took  her  part  to  detain  the  deserter.  Se'ein<T  that 
h-  ruH'  had  failed,  Sallenauve  dared  not  connnit  himself  to  a 
r.tn.it  which  would  have  been  in  bad  taste  by  assuming  an 
mp-rtance  suggestive  of  political  i)riggisliness ;  so  he  took  his 
(i.aiKv  of  what  might  happen,  and  allowing  himself  to  be 
r.iti.-tated  on  Xai's'  list  of  partners,  he  remained. 
Miriisieur  do  TP^storade  knew  Sallenauve  to  be  too  clever 

a  III  111  to  become  the  dupe  of  any  finessing  he  might  attempt 

to  tiirow  him  in  the  .Minister's  way.     He  tliorefore  acted  with 

piTfdt  simplicity;  and  a  (piarter  of  an  hour  after  Monsieur 

ih  iiastignac's  arrival,  they  came  to  tlie  deputy  arm  in  arm, 

the  tiiist  saying: 
'•Mnnsieur  do  Rastignac,  Minister  of  Public  Works,  has 

litMriMJ  me  before  the  battle  begins  to  introduce  him  to  one 

'if  thr  generals  of  the  hostile  force." 
"Monsieur  le  Ministre  does  me  too  much  honor,"  said  Salle- 

nauvt'  (t'remoniously.     "Far  from  being  a  general,  I  am  but 

one  of  the  humblest  and  least  known  of  the  rank  and  file." 
"Nay:"   said   the   Minister,   "the  fight   at   Arcis-sur-Aube 

was  no  small  victory;  you  sent  our  men  pretty  smartly  to  the 

riirht  about,  monsieur." 
"There  was  notliing  very  astonishing  in  that,  monsieur; 

a>  y.,ii  may  have  heard,  we  had  a  Saint  on  our  side." 
"At  any  rate,"  replied  Rastignac,  "I  prefer  such  an  issue 

til  that  which  had  been  planned  for  us  by  a  man  wliom  I  had 


1  to  bo  more  capable,  and  whom  we  sent  down  to  the 
-n  li.  ,>f  action.  'J'hat  Beauvisage  would  seem  to  be  hopelessly 
^n;;ii(|  :  he  would  have  reflected  on  us  if  we  had  got  him  in'; 
I'!,  after  all,  he  was  only  Left  Centre,  like  that  lawvr- 
''i^rii.t.  Now  the  Left  Centre  is  in  fact  our  worst  enemy, 
'"■'aii>e,  while  traversing  our  politics,  it  aims  principallv  at 
p  I'iiiu'  into  otFice." 

■■"li  :"  said  .Monsieur  de  rKslorade.  "from  what  you  were 
t"l.i  if  the  man,  he  would  have  been  whatever  he  was  bidden 
U>  bo.'' 


Li 


Ssff^hS^^P? 


334 


THE  MEMBP:rw  FOR  ARCIS 


"Xo,  no,  my  dear  ffllnw,  don't  fancy  tliat.  Fools  often 
cling  more  closely  than  you  miglit  believe  to  the  ih'^  under 
which  they  have  enli?ted.  Going  over  to  tlic  enemv  implies  a 
choice,  and  tliat  means  a  rather  complicated  mental  process- 
obstinacy  is  far  easier."  ' 

"I  quite  agree  wiili  the  Minister,"  said  Sallenauve:  "the 
extremes  of  innocence  and  cunning  are  equally  proof  a<'ain<t 
being  talked  over."  '  " 

'•You  kill  your  man  kindly,"  said  Monsieur  de  FEstorade, 
patting  Sallenauve  on  the  shouhler. 

Then  seeing,  or  i)retondin::  to  see,  in  the  mirror  over  the 
chimncy-shelf  by  which  they  stood,  a  signal  that  he  wa* 
wanted : 

"Coming,"  said  he  over  his  shoulder,  and  having  thu^: 
thrown  the-  foes  togctlier,  he  went  off,  as  if  lie  were  required 
for  some  duty  as  host. 

Sallenauve  was  determined  not  to  look  like  a  sehool-nrl 
frightened  out  of  her  wit:^  nt  the  notion  of  being  left  alone 
with  a  gentleman;  since  they  had  met.  he  wonld  put  a  -<K,d 
face  on  the  matter,  and,  speaking  at  on((>,  he  asked  ulKnher 
the  Ministry  had  any  large  number  of  hills  to  lav  before  the 
Houses,  wliich  would  meet  a  few  davs  hence. 

"Xo,  very  few,"  replied  T^astignac.  "We  honest! v  did  not 
expect  to  remain  in  ollue;  we  appealed  to  an  election  because 
in  the  confusion  of  public  opinion  forced  on  i)v  the  Pre<<  we 
felt  it  our  duty  to  bring  it  to  its  bearings,  and  compel  it  to 
know  Its  own  mind  by  requiring  it  to  declare  itself.  We  had 
no  hope  of  the  result  proving  favorable  to  ourselves;  and  the 
victory,  it  must  be  confessed,  finds  us  quite  unprepared  " 

"Like  tl'.e  peasant."  said  Sallenauve,  laudiinir.  "who  ex- 
pecting  the  end  of  the  world,  did  not  think  it  worth  while  to 
BOW  his  field." 

"Oh!"  paid  Eastignac  modesflv.  "wo  did  not  regard  our 
retireinent  as  the  end  of  tl..^  world.  We  b..|i,.ve  ihat  thore 
will  he  men  af'er  us,  and  manv  of  tbeni.  perfeetiv  able  to 
govern  :  ..nlv.  in  that  teniporarv  -oinurn  known  as  oflice  n=  we 
expected  tn  give  very  fo^v  performances,  we  di.I  not  unpack 


THE    MEMBER    FOR    ARCIS  885 

(,nr  >>fnorv  and  dresH's.  The  session  was  not  in  any  case  to 
iu-  ..I  r  of  I)iisini>ss;  tlu-  question  now  to  be  deciilfd  is  between 
wlia!  IS  calle.l  the  Chateau,  the  personal  influence  of  tlie 
."ov.  ivi-n,  and  parliauuTitary  supremacy.  This  question  will 
■  ly  come  to  the  front  when  we  are  required  to  ask  for 
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r<t  service  fund.     AVhen  it  luis  been  settled  one  wav 
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her,  wlien  tlie  bud-et  is  passed,  and  a  few  acts  of 
luni'.r  importance,  Parliament  will  have  pot  through  its  ta.sk 
v,ii!i  ,  ndit.  for  it  will  have  put  an  end  to  a  heartbreaking 
-:ri;.'-l.'.  and  the  country  will  know  once  for  all  to  which  o'f 
I'i'  tun  powers  it  is  to  look  with  a.'.'^urance  for  the  promotion 
"f  w-  prosperity." 

•Tli-n  you  think."  said  Sallenauve,  "that  tiiis  is  a  very  use- 
ful .ju.  ^tion  to  settle  in  the  economy  of  a  constitutional  eov- 
or!iiiicnt  ?" 

'■W.ll,  it  was  not  we  who  raised  it."  said  IJustignac.    "It  is 
I"  r!!;i[)s  the  outcome  of  circumstances ;  and.  to  a  great  extent 
"f  i!m"  impatience  of  some  ambitious   men,   and   of  party 

■■>"  that,  in  your  opinion,  sir,  one  of  those  powers  is  in  no 
r-!-M  to  blame,  and  has  nothing  whatever  to  repent  of" 

•^on  are  a  Republican,"  replied  Rastignac.  "and  conse- 
'i'l'  'it!y  (I  priori  an  enemy  of  the  dynasty.  It  would  be,  I 
';""  - ivr.  pure  waste  of  time  on  my  part  to  trv  to  rectifv  your 
:••  1-^  lis  to  the  cour.se  of  conduct  of  which  vou' accuse  it."  ' 

-^"W  are  quite  mistaken,"  said  the  supoorter  of  the  theo- 
M;.:il  imaginable  future  republic.  "I  have  no  preconceived 
M'r,  ,1  of  the  reigning  dynasty.  I  even  think  that  in  its  past 
lot  rv.  variegated,  if  I  may  say  so.  with  roval  relationship 
an.!  revolutionary  impulses,  there  are  all  the  elements  that 
'.'=■■>!  commend  it  to  the  liberal  and  monarchical  instincts 
'-  •"■  f"'opie.  ..\t  the  same  time,  vou  will  fail  to  convinco  me 
"la;  'he  present  head  of  the  roval  familv  is  untainted  bv  those 
"^-avagant  notions  of  personal  pn>rn-ative  which,  in  the  long 
^  i'j.  -mi^t  undermine,  disfigure,  and  wr.uk  the  most  admirable 
■''''  ''ii^  strongest  institutions." 
■^'-."  ^aid  Ra^tignac  sarcastically,  "their  salvation  is  to 


a  ■■ 


r 

r 

! 


f 


33(5 


THE  MEMREU  VOU  ARCIS 


be  found  in  the  faniou!!  saying  of  the  niombor  for  Sancerre 
'The  King  roigns;  ho  docs  not  govern  !'  " 

Whether  it  was  tliat  he  was  tired  of  standing,  or  that  he 
wislied  to  show  tliat  he  was  ([uite  at  his  case  in  avoiding  thp 
pitfall  that  had  so  evidently  heen  laid  for  him,  Saliennuvp 
before  he  answered,  pnlU'd  forward  an  armchair  for  the  Min- 
ister, and,  after  seating  himself,  replied: 

"Will  you  allow  mo,  monsienr,  to  (lurte  Iho  example  of  an- 
other royal  personage  ?— a  Prince  who  was  not  thougiit  to  be 
indifferent  to  the  jjrerogatives  of  his  crown,  and  who  cer- 
tainly was  ]  ot  ignorant  of  constitntional  procedure.  In  the 
first  place,  because,  like  our  present  King,  ho  was  not  ignorant 
on  any  suhjcot  whatever;  and,  in  the  secoTid  place,  because 
he  himself  had  introduced  the  oonstitutional  svstem  into  our 
country." 

"Louis  XYIIT.."  said  Rastignac,  "or,  as  the  newspapers 
Inive  it,  'Tiie  illustrious  author  of  the  Charter'?" 

"Just  so,"  said  Sallenauve.  "Xow,  let  me  ask  vou,  where 
did  he  die?" 

"At  the  Tuileries,  of  course." 
"And  liis  successor?" 
"In  exile. — I  see  your  point." 

"My  point  is  not,  in  fact,  very  dimcult  to  di.«cern.  But 
have  you  observed,  sir.  the  infereiue  to  be  drawn  from  that 
royal  career— for  which  I,  for  my  part,  profess  entire  respect? 
Louis  XVIII.  was  not  a  citizen  king.  He  vouchsafed  the 
Charter;  it  was  not  wrung  from  hini.  Ho  was  horn  nearer 
to  the  throne  than  the  King  whose  luifortunate  tendencies 
I  have  mentioned,  and  was  bound  to  inherit  a  lar<,'er  share 
of  the  ideas,  infatuations,  and  ]irejudices  of  Court  Hfe.  Ili^; 
person  was  laughable— and  this  in 'Franco  means  deg.-neracv; 
he  had  to  make  the  best  of  a  new  regime  foIlowin<r  a  govern- 
ment which  had  intoxicated  the  people  with  thatfine^gilded 
smoke  called  glory  ;  also,  if  he  was  not  a.-tuallv  hrou'dit  in  bv 
foreigners,  he  at  least  came  in  at  the  heels  of  an  Invasion 
by  Europe  in  arms.  And  now,  shall  I  tell  vou  whv,  in  spite  of 
his  own  original  sin,  and  in  spite  of  a  standing  conspiracv 
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ak'aiii>t  his  rule,  he  was  allowed  to  die  in  peace  under  his 
lanopy  at  the  Tui lories?" 

"Biraiise  he  was  constitutional?"  said  Rastignac,  with  a 
-lini-.    "Hut  can  you  say  that  we  are  not?" 

••!::  -.he  letter  you  are;  in  the  spirit,  no.— When  Louis 
XVIII.  placed  his  confidence  in  a  prime  minister,  it  was  com- 
plitf  and  entire;  he  played  no  underhand  game,  but  supported 
iiii!  I'l  rhe  utmost.  Witness  the  famous  edict  of  the  oth  of 
>.'!.!i  inlicr,  and  the  dismissal  of  the  undiscoverable  Chamber, 
Hhuli  was  more  royalist  than  himself — a  thing  he  was  well 
advi.-:r(|  enough  to  disapprove.  Later,  a  revulsion  of  opinion 
i-hnnk  the  Minister  who  had  prompted  him  to  this  action. 
That  Minister  was  his  favorite— his  (  hild,  as  he  called  him. 
\o  inatter;  yielding  to  constitutional  necessity,  after  wrap- 
ping liini  in  orders  and  titles,  and  everything  that  could 
(It-ad.  n  the  shock  of  a  fall,  he  courageously  sent  him  abroad; 
and  then  he  did  not  dig  mines,  or  set  watch,  or  try  to  make 
upfioituiiities  for  surreptitiously  recalling  him  to  power. 
That  Minister  never  held  office  again." 

"F'T  a  man  who  does  not  hate  Us,"  said  Rastignac,  "you 
an'  pretty  hard  upon  I's.  We  are  little  short  of  forsworn  to 
th*'  tonstitutional  compact,  and  Our  policy,  by  your  account, 
1-  arnbitruous,  and  tortuous,  and  suggests  a  certain  remote 
liktiiess  to  M.  Doublemain,  the  clerk  in  the  Mariage  de 
Fviurd." 

"1  would  not  say  that  the  evil  lay  so  deep,  or  came  from 
f"  far."  replied  Sallenauve.  "We  are  perhaps  merely  a  busy- 
hoiiv— only  in  the  sense,  of  course,  of  loving  to  have  a  finger 
m  fViTvthing." 

'■\\'  II.  monsieur,  but  if  Wo  were  the  cleverest  politician  in 
th''  kiiiirdom  I" 

"Tliat  does  hinder  the  kingdom— which  is  all  the  world— 
fr-!::  .having  the  luck  now  and  again  of  being  as  clever  as 
\\..,:in.." 

■•<»:'  my  word  I"  said  Rastignac,  in  the  tone  which  seems  to 
'iiii'ha-izc  the  climax  of  a  conversation,  "I  wish  I  could 
rtah  ■■■  a  dream " 
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"Of  what?"  sai.l  Sallcnniivf. 

"Of  seeing  you  facr  tu  face  with  lliat  meddlesome  clever- 
ness  which  you  .H'eiu  to  lue  to  liold  so  cheap." 

"Vou  know,  inonneur,  tiuit  tliree-(iuarters  of  every  man's 
life  are  spent  in  imagining  the  impossible." 

"Impossible!  Why:-  Would  you  be  the  first  Oppositim 
member  ever  seen  at  tiic  Tuileries?-And  an  invitation  to 
dinner— (]uite  publicly  and  ostensibly  given— that  would 
bring  you  near  to  what  you  judge  so  hardly  from  a  dw- 
tance ?" 

"I  should  do  myself  the  honor  of  refusing  it,  monsieur" 
and  he  accentuated  the  huuor  in  such  a  wav  as  to  give  his 
own  meaning  to  the  word. 

"That  is  just  like  you,  all  you  men  of  the  Opposition  "  cried 
Rastignac,  "refusing  to  see  the  light  when  the  occasion  offers 
— incapable  of  seeing  it,  in  fact !" 

"Do  you  see  the  liglit  to  nny  particular  advantage,  mon- 
sieur, when,  in  the  evening,  as  you  i)ass  a  druggist's  shop, 
you  get  full  in  your  eyes  a  glare  from  those  gigantic  glass  jars 
which  seem  to  have  been  invented  cxpresslv  to  blind  people?" 

"\ou  are  not  afraid  of  Our  beams,  but  of  the  dark  lantern 
of  your  colleagues  making  their  rounds." 

"There  is  perhaps  some  truth  in  that.  Monsieur  le  Ministre. 
A  party,  and  the  man  who  craves  the  honor  of  representing  it 
are  like  a  married  couple,  who,  if  tliev  are  to  get  on  together,' 
must  treat  each  other  with  mutual  consideration,  sincerity 
and  fidelity,  in  fact  as  well  as  in  form.*' 

"Then  try  to  be  moderate!  Your  dream,  indeed,  is  far 
more  impossible  to  realize  than  mine;  you  will  have  some 
experience  yet  of  the  consideration  shown  you  by  your  chaste 
spouse."  ^ 

"If  there  was  any  misfortune  I  might  be  certain  of,  it  was 
that,  no  doubt.'" 

'•Vou  think  that  !  And  you  with  tho  noble  and  generous 
feeling  that  is  evident  in  you— can  you  even  endure  unmoved 
the  shiiidiT  whicli  is  perhaps  alrcadv  sharpening  its  darts?" 

•Have  you  yourself,  monsieur,  never  felt  its  sting?  or,  if 
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vmi  liiivi'.  rlid  it  turn  you  aside  from  the  road  you  were  fol- 
low it; '.'"'" 

"Diit  if  T  wore  to  tidl  you,"  said  Rastignar.  lowering  his 
void',  "that  I  have  already  had  occasion  to  decline  certain 
ii'V.i.  :,-  proposals  to  stir  the  depths  of  your  private  life,  on  ii 
>id''.  "hirh,  l)eing  a  little  less  open  to  daylight  than  the 
nthi  r-.  has  soenied  particularly  adapted  for  the  setting  of  a 
^!larl■  •" 

"1  u  ill  not  thank  you,  sir,  for  merely  doing  yourself  justice 
bv  scirning  the  attempts  of  these  meddlers,  wiio  are  neither 
(if  yi.ur  party  nor  of  mine — whose  only  party  is  that  of  their 
oKii  lou  greed  and  interest.  But  even  if  hy  some  impossible 
(hatiiv  they  had  found  a  loophole  through  which  to  approach 
you,  Im  licve  me,  that  any  purpose  sanctioned  hy  my  conscience 
w.i-iii!  not  have  heen  in  tiie  least  affected." 

"Still,  do  hut  consider  the  constituent  elements  of  your 
party;  a  rabhle  of  disapjiointed  scliemers,  of  envious  bru- 
tally, l)a.«e  imitators  of  '1(3,  despots  disguised  as  devotees  of 
liiicrty." 

"My  fiarty  has  not,  and  wants  to  have.  Yours  calls  itself 
('i>;.-i>rvative — and  with  good  reason — its  principal  aim  being 
to  krtp  power,  places,  fortune,  everything  it  has,  in  its 
flmdics.  But  at  bottom,  monsieur,  the  cooking  is  the  same: 
cat,  hut  do  not  see  the  process;  for,  as  la  Bruyere  says,  'If 
you  Mc  a  meal  anywhere  but  on  a  well-laid  table,  how  foul 
ami  disgusting  it  is  I'  " 

"iiiit.  at  any  rate,  monsieur.  We  are  not  a  blind  alley — We 
liad  tu  something.  Now,  the  more  you  rise  by  superior  char- 
art' -  and  intelligence,  the  less  will  you  l)e  allowed  to  get 
tlip  i!l:!i  with  your  horde  of  democrats  in  your  train,  for  its 
tri'iinph  would  mean  not  a  mere  change  of  policy,  but  a  revo- 

lutiri'i."' 

"i')'it  who  says  that  I  want  to  get  throiigli,  to  arrive  any- 

whiT.'  ?" 

"W!!;>t.  merely  march  without  trying  to  attain! — A  certain 
iir.:'.!!ti  of  faculty  not  only  gives  a  man  the  right  to  aim  at 
thr  i.nduct  of  affairs,  it  makes  it  his  duty." 
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"To  keep  iiii  eye  ..n  iIi.^k-  uli,.  e„ii.luet  them  is  Rirolv  a 
useful  funetu.n  tun.  .•nnl.  I  mu.v  :uhl  a  verv  al.s„rhmK  .me  ^• 

^ou  '<•  "ot  n.u.-,n...  my  .le.r  mp,"  sai.l  Wa.tignac.  "tliat 
1  Hhoul.]  have  laken  m,  ,„u.  I,  trouble  t..  .onvinee  Heauvr-a.v 
to  be  Bure.  it  muM  l.e  sai.l  that  with  hiin  I  should  hav<.  ha.l  an" 
casiiT  task." 

"One  hai.|.y  result  uil!  e„sue  fr...i,  the  intniduetion  «hi,h 
chance  has  hmu^'ht  ahout."  saul  Sall..nauve.  "W,.  .hail  f,vl 
that  we  kn..w  each  oth.T.  an.l  i„  .,„r  future  meetings  shall  !,o 
plo.l-ed  to  ourtesy-whi.  h  will  „ot  diminish  the  streuL'th  of 
our  convictions."  ^ 

"Then  I  am  t..  t.'ll  th..  K,nJ,^  for  I  had  special  instruction, 
from  his  Majestv " 

IfastiKnao  could  not  finish  the  sentenco  which  was  hi. 
last  cart rulcre  as  it  w..re ;  for,  as  the  hand  plavcd  the  intnv 
ductory  bars  of  a  .puulrillc,  \ais  rushed  up  to  him,  an.i,  .,th 
coquettish  courtesy,  said: 

"Monsieur  le  Miuistro.  1  am  very  sorry,  but  vou  have  taken 
possession  of  my  partner,  and  y.m  must  -ive  him  up  to  me. 
1  have  his  name  down  for  the  eleventh  .piadriUe.  and  if  I 
miss  a  turn  it  makes  such  dreadful  confusion  !" 
^    ''You  will  e.xcu.se  me,  m..nsieur,"  sai.l  Sallenauve,  lauphing 

'i  ou  !=ee  I  am  not  a  very  red  Ucpublican." 
hand"'^  Jio  went  with  Xais,  who  dragg...l  him  away  by  the 

Madame  de  I'Kstorade  liad  had  a  kindlv  thought  It  had 
occurred  to  her  that  Sallenauve's  g.K,d-natured  consent  to 
humor  Na.s  might  cost  his  dignity  a  prick,  so  she  had  con- 
tnved  that  some  papas  and  maninias  should  ioin  in  the 
quadr.l  (^.  he  had  been  drawn  into;  and  she  herself,  with  the 
>;oung  Highlander,  the  hero  of  the  blank  billets-douv-who 
little  as  .she  suspected  it.  was  ,,uite  capabl,.  of  making  mis- 
chief for  her-took  the  place  „f  ,/.sw}-r/,.  t.)  the  little  girl 

-Nais  was  beaming  with  pride  and  delight:  and  at  a  mo- 
ment.  when  in  the  figure  of  the  dance  she  had  to  take  her 
mothers  hand: 

"Poor  mamma."  said  she.  giving  it  an  ecstatic  clutch,  '"but 
lor  fitm  you  would  uot  have  nie  here  now!" 
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Tlir  .-uililfii  ami  iiiitxiK  rtcd  iinprcssion  »,  iliis  rcmiiiis- 
,r!iir  -M  startled  Madame  de  rK-lorade  tlmt  -lie  was  seized 
'.vit!i  a  letiirn  nf  the  iutvous  ^;|la>lll  thai  lia.i  attack^  !  her  at 
till  -  :.'lit  "f  the  cliild-  narrow  (laj"'.  Slie  .vas  (iliii_-i'd  t'» 
T,ik.  ,1  -I  •  .  ami  ^eelIl-  her  luni  [ale,  Salleiiaiive.  N'ais,  imd 
M.:  iiiii''  de  Caiiip  all  three  came  up  lo  km>\v  if  ^ile  was  ill. 

■■|'  I-  iiothiiif:.""  said  Madame  ile  ri';>torade,  as  she  turned 
•n  S.ulniaiive — "oidy  tliis  ehild  n  "liiidcd  me  f  niir  immense 
.iimatmn  to  vnii.  'I'.nt  for  him,'  >iie  said  to  me,  •you  would 
]\,<\  (.a\e  me  here,  pour  mamma  I'-- And  it  i*  t  iie,  monsieur, 
!iii'   fur   \nur    ma^Nianimoiis   couia.::!',    \vl      i'    would    she    l)u 

••('(line,  come,  he  calm,"  said  Mrdame  Octave,  hearing  that 
irv  i'neiid's  voice  wa:-  broken  and  irsttM'ical.  'Mlave  you  no 
v:-i  that  you  can  bo  so  up-et  by  ;■  little  girFs  speech!'"' 

■">iir  has  more  feelinu'  than  we  '  '.\c,"'  replie(l  Madame  de 
!K-!>>rade,  throwinj:  her  arms  round  N'ai-^,  wiio.  with  the  rest, 
.,;-  -avintr.  "Come,  man'ma,  be  calm." 

"There  is  notliin;!  in  the  wild  that  -le  thinks  more  of  than 
i .  r  j.yrHcrver — while  her  father  and  1 — we  have  hardly  ex- 
in-Md  our  gratitude." 

"Whv.  von  have  overwhelmed  me.  madame,""  said  Salle- 
•::i  .  '■  politely. 

"0\frwhelmed  r"  said  Xa'is,  shaking:  her  pretty  head  dubi- 
■  .!!-!v.  "If  anv  one  had  saved  my  daught  r,  I  shouhl  treat 
!^:!:i  vrry  dill'erently  I" 

"Nai.-."  said  Madame  de  Camps  severely,  '"little  girls  should 
(ii- II  and  not  heard  when  their  opinion  is  not  asked." 

"Wliat  is  the  matter?"  said  Monsieur  de  THsti  -ade,  who 
IM'A    •.lined  the  group. 

"N  thing."'  said  Madame  de  Camps.  "Dancing  made 
\iiv-i-  a  little  giddy." 

■  A   d  i--  -lie  all  right  again?" 

'A'-.  1  have  quite  recovered,"  replied  ^ladame  de  lEs- 
tcr.i^ie. 

"T!nn  come  to  say  good-night  to  Madame  de  Rastignac; 

■!:•■  :>  just  going." 


'  i 


m 

;  f    ■ 


••  1, 


lAi 


mm 


;-'^<r.-w 


rM2 


THK  .Mi:\iiii:u  lou  Auns 


In  liis  fii;:(rnc><  |.»  iiit<'ii<l  ili.'   Mim.-iir's  wife    M 


clc  rKstuniili'  (li'l  imt  I 


link  ( 


Si.  11 


if  i; vv  MILT  Ills  iiriii  to  Ins  nu 


i:i-K':, 


I'liaiuc  (illi  ri'ii  Ik  r  lii>.     A-  i 


fcicnr  (Ic  riv-i..i;i(lc  j.  inliii;,'  t 
his  wiff  siiil  In  Salli'iiMinc : 


lev    (  ri),-~ri|    tlu'    roMIM,    .\[, 


!!■  '•■;!}    -  1  lliai   he  (  uiild  ih,!  ii 


>11     "'i''     t.llkill;,'     {.<     Mnii.-iiiii-    ,1,.     |;,i-ll:,'llilc     f 


tinic.     lie  I  iicil.  ii.i  (I'liiii!.  ii  (  MiiMii  \i,ii 


nr    .1 


l)i)  Villi  think  lie  lia>  -iircccijrd '.-■■  a-l 


•\u:   I 


i-k'i|  Sall('iiaiiV( 


ml    tlic-i-  attt  iii|iis  al    iiivriL,'! 


plciisuiil.      I  (an  (.Illy  l.ci,'  vmi  to  lM|ic\c  tluit   | 
to  flic  ((iii^piiacN . 


ciiiciit   art'  nhvav. 


am   not   mu  li  a   t'r( 


was  IK)  Tiiin 
M 


M/ictI    .M  iiii>tcna! 


as  iiiv  hii-liaii(I 


'N 


•  >r  am   I  mi(  li  a  ralml  rc\(iliii jdiiarv  a.- 


.-(•(■111.-   lo   h. 


DOS(m| 


"iiiv    li"!'''    '''-I'    li'<'-''    \<'\nti(iiis    politi 
il 


(■>,    which    w: 


riiii;   Vdii    iiKirc   than   (iinc    into  anta^'Kiii-m    willi    Mc 


(Ic   ri';>l((ra(lc.    will    not    sick 
yoiir  friciK 


cil    vou    ot'    illcjuilll 


|lisic:;r 
IL'    U>   ainoti.' 


•It 


ly,  madaiiic,  that  is  an  Iionor  I 


can  he  only  Iiappv  in. 


IS  not   honor  hut   iilcasnrc  that   I   would  lia\ 


for,"  .-^aid   Madame  dc   ri;>lorad 
Xui's — "11"  [   had  saved 


Kle  ea 


iierlv.      "I 


('  you  l(Hii 
must   iiiircd 


anyhody's  dan'diter,  I  should 


he  le>.> 


ctTemonious. 


And  h 


iavin<^  said  this,  without  waitiii(,'  for  a  reply,  sho 


leased  her  hand  from  Salleiiauve's  arm,  and  loft  1 
little  surprised  at  her  tone. 


re- 


nin nut  a 


^  My  readers  will  jiardiy  he  surprised  to  find  Madame  dt^ 
I'Estorade  so  entirely  ol)edi(>iit  to  Madame  Octave's  advic, 
ingenious  perhaps  rather  than  judicious.  In  fact,  thcv  niii.-t 
loiifr  since  have  susp(H-ted  that  the  unimpressionable  Counto-^ 
had  yielded  to  a  certain  attraction  towards  the  man  who  had 

ippealed   to  her 
ie  acco?sorv 


not   only   saved   her   child's   life,   hut    al.- 
imagination   tlirou<;h   such   sin;,nilar  and  roniant 
facts.     X 


o  one  hut  herself,  it  is  ipiile  certain,  had  been  de- 
luded  into  security   bv  a  conviction  of  Sail 


indifiVrenoe.     The  cortaintv  of  iiis 


enauve's  perfect 
not  caring  for  her  was,  in 
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fuel.  I'i  "tily  sn.in'  into  wliicli  -he  coult!  trip:  n^^  n  dpolarcd 
•\,r  III'  uiHilil  lui\('  l)('('ii  iiifiiiiti'ly  lr-»  (!ini;:('riiiN. 
(ti:  (ht.^cr  iicijuaititaiici',  .MinlaiiH'  dc  rii^tMnicIc  was  fur 
fpri.  I"  in;,'  "lie  of  tlm-c  iiii|>(iliirliaiili'  iialiins  which  can 
ii:i!i-!a!i<l  even'  (■imfa;.'ii)ti  >if  Idvi-  niit.-iili'  thi-  familv  circle. 
II.  r  t...iiity  was  alnn'-t  of  the  .S|)iiiii>h  t\\H\  with  eves,  of 
ivinih  )  I  r  friiiul  I.oiii-c  ih'  Cliaiili.ii  iio'd  to  sav  tliat  thev 
::!„•,,!  |li,.  |.cac!ic>  mIum  they  li>nkiil  at  ilicm;  licr  coMnpss, 
;'i''i.  »ii-  not  uliat  iiicilical  men  term  coii^'cnital  ;  it  was 
H.'|ii!nil  «(lf-c()iitrol.  Marriid,  and  not  for  l,,vi'.  to  a  man 
■.\i.i.-r  ititcllcctual  jKivrrty  lias  hccii  seen,  she  had.  in  opposi- 
•  .■  til  .iM  ;i\ioin  of  thi'  cotnic  opera,  forced  her  eontem[)t  to 
form  of  alfeeiiott  ;  and  liy  means  of  a  (ertain  atrophy 
•  art  into  wliicli  nhe  had  ilrilled  herself,  she  had  siic- 
lili    the    present    lime,    without    ever    stnmMiii;:,    in 


!ilK'-  t 
■  f  th. 

I'Ci  (III 


III., 


likiii;:   Monsieur  de   TKstorade   the   liai)piest   of   hushaiids. 

M  -i  '•  siine  eiiil  she  had   fostered   her  maternal    feelin^j  to 

' . :''!!v  eredilile  fervency,  thus  chcatin^r  her  other  instincts. 

r.  '   in  considering,'  the  success  that  had  hitherto  crowned 

r  -!irn  task,  one  of  the  tirst  elements  to  he  reckoned  with 

1-  she  rirruiiititancv  of  Louise  do  Chaulicu.     To  her  that 

n  ii<onlpss  woman  had  hoeti  like  the  drunken  slaves,  by 

«h'.-i  .•\am[)le  the  Spartans  wen-  wont  to  give  a  living  lesson 

tuthi  ir  cliildreii,  and  a  sort  of  tacit  \vag(>r  had  (>xisted  hetwcen 

\\y  f'Aii  friends.     Louise  de  Chaulieu  having  thrown  herself 

intii  tiic  part  of  unchecked  passion.  Renee  had  assumed  that 

nf  ...wivigri  reason:  and  to  gain  the  stakes,  she  had  exerted 

-iii'i  hnive  good  sense  and  prudence  as.  hut  for  this  incite- 

incii;.  would  perhaps  have   seemed   a   far  greater  sacrifice. 

Ai  i!;m  age  she  had  now  attained,  with  such  confirmed  habits 

if  -  'f-'iintrol,  it  is  quite  intelligible  that  if  she  had  seen, 

a'h.1'1  M!g  down  the  highroad,  the  temptation  to  love  against 

whii  !i  -he  had  so  loudly  j)reached,  she  would  at  once  have 

rc((._-  i/i-d  and  dismissed  it.     lint  here  was  a  mati  who  cared 

ri"!  f-r  fier.  though  he  thought  her  beauty  ideal,  who  perhaps 

I'lv.il  another  woman;  a  man  who,  after  snatching  her  child 

from  (1.  ath,  looked  for  no  reward  :  who  was  dignified,  reserved, 
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and  absorbod  in  (luitc  other  intcrci-ts— bow,  when  bo  came 
into  her  lifo  by  a  sidr  pnth,  \\ii>  she  to  tl,ink  of  liini  as  dmigor- 
ous,  or  to  refuse  liiin  from  tbe  iirst  tlie  calm  oordialitv  of 
friendship? 

Sallenauve,  nieaiiwiiile,  was  on  bis  way  lo  Ville-d'Avrav 
whither  li-  b.-.d  set  out  in  spite  of  the  la'teness  of  the  hour' 
possessed  by  his  fears  for  bis  friend.  And  this  was  what  lie 
was  tbinkini:  iiliout  : 

As  bo  looke.l  l)aek  on  tlie  incidents  of  tbe  eveninj?,  the 
deputy,  US  niiiy  he  siijipo^'d,  attaehed  no  ^'reat  importance 
cither  to  l{astii,'i!ae"s  attimpts  at  S'*i'>iii^'  bim,  or  to  NaiV 
impassioned  drmonstratinis.  whieb  indeed  eonid  have  no 
result  bnt  that  of  niakin^r  !,,i„i  ridienlous;  bnt  be  was  far  from 
being  so  indiirereiit  to  .Mi.dame  do  rKstorade's  efhisive  burst 
of  gratitude;  it  was  tliis  ]ierfervid  expression  of  thanks  that 
occupied  l)is  mind.  Witliout  bavin.;  anvtiiinjr  definite  tn 
conipbiin  of  in  the  ConnUW  attituck',  SaibMiauve  bad  cer- 
tainly never  found  her  at  all  warm  in  her  regard,  and  be  had 
formed  the  same  estinuite  of  her  temper  and  character  as  the 
rest  of  the  world  around  her.  He  had  seen  her  as  a  woman 
of  remarkable  intellectual  -ifis,  but  paralvzed  as  to  her  heart, 
by  her  absorbiu;^  mid  exclusive  i)assion  for" her  children.  "The 
ice-bound  Madame  de  TEstorade.-  Marie-(iaston  bad  once 
called  her.  anil  it  was  correct  if  he  had  ever  thought  of  making 
a  friend  of  her— that  is  to  say,  of  becoming  her  lover. 

Xor  was  it  only  as  regarded  Madame  de  TEstorade,  but  as 
regarded  lier  husband  too,  that  Sallenauve  bnd  doubted  the 
future  permanency  of  their  alliance.  "Wo  shall  quarrel  over 
politics,"  be  bad  told  himself  a  dozen  times,  and  tbe  reader 
may  remember  one  of  bis  letters  in  which  he  bad  contem- 
plated this  conclusion  with  some  bitterness.  So  when  Ma- 
dame de  I'Estorado  bad  seemed  to  encourage  bim  to  take  up 
an  attitude  of  more  eiTusive  intimacv  with  her,  what  had 
most  surprised  bim  was  the  marked  distinction  she  bad  drawn 
between  ber  husband's  probable  demeanor  and  her  own.  Be- 
fore a  woman  would  say  with  such  agitation  as  she  had  put 
into  the  inviting  words,  "I  only  hope  that  these  vexatious 
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pdliiics  will  not  disji;iist  yi 
IvAW.  Sallcnaiive  thoii;rlij,  t- 


ili.-iii  ,-ii 


!•  vviis  gt'iicnillv 


( I't'i 


lite 


alii.iiiic  w 


i-s  not,  lie  I'l'lt  sure,  (o  hv  t 


ill)  us  as  friends,"  she  must 
'k  so  uariiilv ,  a  warmer  heart 
witii;  and  this  profession  of 


r"'in   civililv,   or   tlic   tlion<'lit 


liken  as  a  men.'  drawing 


utterance   o 
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>w  inij)ulse,  as  the  little  nervous  attack  had  heen 
uliirli  had  led  to  it  all. 

li.ivin.:,'  tiius  analyzed  this  somewhat  serious  flirtation,  to 
Tif.i}  Madame  de  TKstorade's  politeness  tlie  fcta'esmau  did 
not  M  ,,rii  to  descend  to  a  remark,  which  was  iil();;ical,  it  must 
Ir '.viird,  as  reg.irds  his  usual  reserve,  and  coriaiu  memories 
past  life.  He  recollected  thai  more  than  once,  at 
he  had  seen  Mademoiselle  de  Lauty  dance,  and  com- 
ynvi'A'^  the  original  with  ih.'  dui)licate,  he" could  assure  him- 
self that,  notwithstanding  the  difference  in  their  age,  the 
f:ii!  had  not  a  more  innocent  air,  nor  had  she  struck  him  as 
iiiniv  tlegant  and  graceful. 

An.l  in  view  of  tiiis  fact,  will  not  the  clear-sighted  reader— 
whn  ii;ay  some  time  since  have  hegun  to  suspect  that  these 
twM  natures,  apparently  so  restrained,  so  entrenched  in  their 
pibt  .'xperiences,  might  ultinuitely  come  into  closer  contact— 
(li-i.rii  a  certain  convergence  of  gravitation  thougli  hitherto 
warnly  perceptihle?  It  was,  if  you  please,  solelv  out  of 
il'lVrciice  to  Madame  de  Camps'  advice  that  ^iladame  dc  TEs- 
U'raile  had  so  completely  modified  her  austere  determination; 
^!;ll.  short  of  admitting  some  slight  touch  of  the  sentiment 
li'-r  friend  had  hinted  at,  is  it  likely  that  she  woul.l  have 
pv. ;,  Mich  singular  vehemence  to  her  expression  of  grateful 
iVLMrd.  or  that  a  mere  remark  from  a  child  would  have 
.'■tri;ii.'  her  nerves  up  to  such  a  point  as  to  surprise  her  into 

the  ''lUhurst? 

"n  his  part,  not  having  taken  advantage  of  the  privileged 
I"'>iiion  thus  recklessly  thrown  open  to  him,  our  dei)utv  was 
t'iiij.ted  to  tliink,  ..ith  a  persistency  which,  if  not  very  im- 
priiil.tit,  was  at  least  very  unnecessary,  of  tliese  superficial 
pra(-..  Madame  de  Camps  had  spoken  truly:  "friendship 
bt-tucen  a  man  and  woman  is  neither  an  impossible  dream 
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Il.ivin,:,'  thus  analyzed  this  somewhat  serious  flirtation,  to 
n|..n    MiKhime  de  I'Kstorade's  politeness  the  statesman  did 

I  M  .ni  to  descend  h>  a  remark,  which  was  illo;jical.  it  must 


nil 


It  "V.  llei 


1,  as  reg.;rds  his  usual  reserve,  and  ro 


past   life.      He   recollected   thai 


nam  memories 
more   than   oneo,   at 


HoiiH.  he  had  seen  Mademoiselle  de  Lantv  dance,  and  com- 


i'" 


original  with  ih-  duplicate,  he  could  assure  h 


im- 


H-lf  ihal,  notwithstanding  the  dilference  in  their  age,  the 
f.';ii  had  not  a  more  innocent  air,  nor  had  she  struck  him  as 
iiinn  elegant  and  graceful. 

A'l.l  111  view  of  this  fact,  will  not  the  clear-sighted  reader— 
wlin  may  some  time  since  have  begun  to  suspect  that  these 
tw,i  natures,  apparently  so  restrained,  so  entrenched  in  their 
pibt  experiences,  might  ultimately  come  into  closer  contact— 
<!i-(.  Ill  a  certain  convergence  of  gravitation  thougli  hitherto 
sniiv.ly  perceptible?  It  was,  if  you  please,  solelv  out  of 
d'fi  rcnce  to  Madame  de  Camps'  advice  that  Madame  de  TEs- 
\"r.u]v  had  so  completely  modified  her  austere  determination; 
>t:II.  >liort  of  admitting  some  slight  touch  of  the  sentiment 
li"i-  fri.'iid  had  hinted  at,  is  it  likely  that  she  wouM  have 
friv,  II  such  singular  vehemence  to  her  expression  of  grateful 
"i:.  ni.  or  that  a  mere  remark  from  a  child  would  have 
>triiii_r  lier  nerves  up  to  such  a  point  as  to  surprise  her  into 
the  "lUburst? 

*':i  his  part,  not  having  taken  advantage  of  the  privileged 
l"'^iilon  thus  recklessly  thrown  open  to  him,  our  dejiutv  was 
t-'Hipted  to  think,  ..ith  a  persistency  which,  if  not  very  im- 
p!;:i!.tit,  was  at  least  very  unnecessary,  of  these  superficial 
P":i'"-.  Madame  de  Camps  had  spoken  truly:  "Friendship 
l>ttu..en  a  man  and  woman  is  neither  an  impossible  dream 


■J  - 


'/ 


■  k\\ 
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nor  an  ever-yawning  f,nilf."  lUil  in  practice',  it  must  bo  said, 
that  this  sentiment.  In  which  wc  (luiiulo  ourselves,  proves  to 
be  a  very  inuros.  and  basi'lens  bridge  across  a  torrent,  needing 
in  those  who  hope  to  cross  it  without  ditlicully  much  preseiku 
of  mind  on  imth  sides  and  nerves  less  sensitive  than  Madame 
de  ri'lstorade's ;  while  it  is  a  necessary  precaution  never  to 
look  to  right  and  left,  as  Sallcnauve  had  just  been  doing. 

From  this  elaborate  observation,  subtle  as  it  may  appear, 
there  is,  it  would  seem,  a  eonclu>ic)n  to  be  drawn:  namely, 
that  there  would  presently  Ije  a  rise  of  temj)erature  between 
these  two  wiiose  allinities  were  as  yet  so  negative  and  so  slow 
to  develop. 

However,  on  arriving  at  \'ille-d"Avray,  Sallenauvo  found 
himself  face  to  face  with  a  strange  event ;  and  who  does  not 
know  how,  in  sjtite  of  our  determination,  events  often  disperse 
our  nniturest  plans? 

Sallcnauve  had  not  been  mistaken  in  his  serious  anxiety  as 
to  his  fricmrs  mental  louiJition. 

When  ,\Iarie-(jastoti  abruptly  lied  after  his  wife's  death 
from  the  spot  where  tliat  cruel  parting  had  occurred,  he 
Would  have  been  wise  to  jtledge  nimsclf  never  to  see  it  again. 
Xature  and  Providence  have  willed  it  tiiat  in  presence  of  the 
stern  d(Mrees  of  I»eath  he  who  ir  -tricken  through  the  person 
of  those  he  love.-,  if  he  accejits  liw  >troke  witli  the  resignation 
demanded  under  the  action  uf  c.-^ry  inevitable  law,  does  not 
for  long  retain  the  keen  stamp  of  ;  uc  lirst  impression.  In  his 
famous  letter  aga;nst  suicide,  Rousseau  says:  "Sadness,  wiari- 
ncss,  regret,  'Iespa;r  are  but  transient  W()»-s  which  never  take 
root  in  the  soul,  and  exper^trif-e  exhausts  the  feeling  of  bi!(er- 
ness  which  makes  us  'iunk  that  our  sorrow  must  be  eternal." 

But  this  is  no  longer  true  for  those  rash  b^-ings  who,  trvmi: 
to  escaj)e  from  the  iirst  grip  of  the  jaws  of  grief,  evade  !t 
either  by  llight  or  by  some  iniinoderate  div^^rsion.  All  nierital 
suffering  is  a  kind  of  illness  for  wliieh  tiBi*'  is  a  specific,  and 
which  pre.-ently  wears  itscif  out.  like  everything  violent.  If. 
on  the  contrary,  instead  of  btnng  left  to  burn  itself  out  slowly 
on  the  spot,  it  is  fed  by    hange  of  sceiie  or  other  extreme  nieae- 
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ur(s.  the  action  of  Xature  is  hampered.  The  siifTerer  deprives 
h;ni-'lf  of  the  balm  of  comparative  forirctfiilin's.s  promised  to 
tho-'  who  can  endure;  lie  merely  tran-f..rms  into  a  chronic 
(1:-.  ,  e.  less  visible  perhaps,  but  nmn  deeply  seated,  an  acute 
at;a  k,  thrown  in  by  checking  its  hciilthy  crisis.  The  iniagi- 
i!a!i'.!i  >ides  with  tin  heart,  and,  as  tlie  heart  is  by  nature 
l:iii;tril  wliile  the  fancy  i.-,  boundless,  there  is  no  possibility 
of  cilcnhitnig  the  violence  of  the  e\eesses  by  which  a  man  may 
\,f  r.irried  away  inHJer  its  ere  long  aljsolute  dominion. 

M,irie-(iaston,  as  he  wandered  through  this  home  where  he 
h;iii  :h  !ieved  that  after  the'  lapse  of  two  years  he  should  find 
on!\  the  pathf)s  of  remembrance,  had  not  taken  a  ste]>,  had 
not  nut  with  an  object  in  his  patli  that  couid  fail  to  revive 
all  in-  happiest  days  and  at  the  same  time  the  disaster  that 
lui'l  elided  them.  The  flowers  his  wife  had  loved,  the  lawns 
aiiil  trees — verdurous  under  the  soft  breath  of  spring,  while 
^h.  who  had  formed  the  lovely  spot  lay  under  the  cohrearth— 
al!  liie  dainty  elegance  brought  together  to  decorate  this  cx- 
fjuiMte  nest  for  tlieir  love,  combined  to  sing  a  chorus  of  lamen- 
tati  .n.  a  long  drawn  wail  of  angui-^h  in  the  cars  of  him  who 
fi.irr.l  to  breathe  the  dangerous  atmosjihere.  Terrified  when 
half-\\ay  by  the  oviTwhelming  sorrow  that  had  seized  on  him, 
.Mir;e-(iaston,  as  Sallenauve  had  oiiserved.  had  not  dared  ac- 
^■"Niplish  the  last  station  of  his  Talvary.  In  absence,  he  had 
taiiiilv  busied  himself  with  drawing  up  an  estimate  for  the 
:onv,it,.  tomb  lie  had  intended  to  build  for  the  remains  of  his 
M"\-'\  Louise;  hut  here  lie  coii!,!  not  endure  even  to  do  them 
IMn-i-  iioniHge  in  the  village  graveyard  w'nTo  they  were  laid. 
I'  Voorst,  in  short,  might  be  feared  ]'<:■, <u  a  sorrow  which., 
!'!-•. ad  nf  being  soothed  by  the  loiieh  of  i.th-.  wa~.  on  the 
'■"!!'':irv.  aggravated  bv  duration,  li,- in-  as  :■  seemed  found 
frr-!i  tioison  for  its  stinir. 

A-  Sallenauve  approaelwd  this  melancholy  dwelling,  thiiik- 
:?^Lr  !.--  of  li!ins(df  an<l  of  the  joys  or  (hVajipointment-  possi- 
Mv  1.1  ,iore  for  him.  he  was  mon*  and  more  va-rnelv  anxious, 
!''l  'wc,  or  three  times  he  urged  the  coachman  to  whip  up  his 
'   '-  -  and  get  on  faster. 


n 


L 
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Tlie  door  \v;is  opined   iiv    I'lnlifipc,   tlic  old   man   w! 


Madiiini'  Miiric-(;;i>ti';    -  t 


1"  II. 


'How 

•He  is 


111!'  hill!  I)(vii  I  lie  house  i-tewiini. 


IS  voiir  iii.-i-ter.-'     jiskctl  Siillfiiiiiivi 


:oIK\    Ml-. 


rep!  t'd  IMulippu. 


'(.Jorie — where  Y 

'Yes,  sir,  witli  the  iMijrlish  ^''•iiticinan  who  v.iU'  here  whe 


you  left. 


'U 


"Hut  without  a  word  for  me.  withi'Ut  tri 


Hi'f  vou  wlicre 


are  iroiu,' 


"After  diiHu^r,  u  hen  ,ill  was  well,  niv  master  su<ldo 


that 

to    them 


iilv  said 


he  waiilrd  a  (yw  things  paelved  for  a  jourm-v,  and  he 


hiiii 


self.       At     tl 


aft 


mvstenou-lv  a^ 


anio    time,    the    Kuirli^hiu 


saw 

iin. 
oke  a  cigari'ttc 
^(■ll  iiif  uiicre  lie  i-ould  wriii-  a  letter  witliiiir 


er  saving'  Im'  would  ualk  in  the  park  and  sm 


k'in;:  seen  h_v  my  ma^it-r.     I  took  1 
I  daml  li.it  a-k  1 


inn  into  mv  own  room 


iri  il  li.it  a-K  lum  aiiyi'iinii'  ahoiit  this  jouriiev,  for  I  ncv 


rr 


saw   anv   one 


eommunieative   or   open. 


Wh 


en 


Had 


written  li:f  IcK'T  cv-'rvthiii^-  was  ready;  ami   then,  without 
a  Word  of  I'xplanalion.  ih,.  iwo  trentlemen  i,'ot  into  the  K 
lish  .L'tMUlcman'o  ehain',  and  1   luvird  them  tell  l. 


■'g- 


le  coarhiiian 


to  dr; 


,,,  l';„.i, • 


"Hut  till'  lelti 
•It 


lid  Sallenanve 


IS  addressed  to  you,  si 

i 


me  in  seeret.  as  he  had  written  it 

"Then  give  if  me,  my  good  man  I' 

without  going  any  further  than  the  1 

qnc.-!.oning  Philippe,  he  hastily  read 

His  features,  as  the  man  studied 


r,  and   the  Kngiishman  gave  i? 


(  rird   >alle!iauvi- ;  anc 


ill  w 


lere  he  had  .-toed 


!t. 


tresf 


them,  ^howed  great  dis- 


"Tell  them  not  to  take  the  liorses  out,"  said  l,e.     And  hi 


read  the  letter  tlirough  a  sinotid  t 


ime. 


When  the  old  servant  came  haek  from  del 


ivering  the  ordi^r 


uve  inquirei 


.\t  what  hour  did  they  .-art!-'"  Sallena 
"At  about  nine  o'clock." 
'Thfv  have  three  hours'  start."  .-aid  he  to  himself 


!oof> 


at  his  wai'-h,  w'iieh  marked  soi 


He  turned  t"  -'et   mti 


tie  nii'uites  jiast  midnight. 


he  earria/e  that  was  to  t 


:iki-  h; 


'<*«_ 


'.T  ,»3^4 
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4wi>  asrain.  .hi.-t  as  lit  was  stepping  into  it,  the  steward 
,:!iiir-i  to  ask.  "There  is  imthiiig  aianniiig,  i  hope.  ir.  that 
.-tier,  -ir?' 

••\>  ,  nothing.  Hut  your  master  mis\  he  ahsent  some  little 
:iiu'  .  'ake  fare  to  keep  ilie  hou-<'  in  gooil  or<l<'r." 

A'iti  then,  like  the  two  who  had  preceded  him,  he  said: 
■•T    Pans."' 


N-  XI  morning,  pr-ttv  early,  Monsieur  de  I'Estorade  was  in 
Ik-  -Mujv  vrry  husy    n  a  strange  way.     it  may  ho  rcmombered 
•ii.it    Stlli-nauve    had   sent    hini    a    -latuene   of    Madame    di- 
i  K-i<ra(ie;  he  had  nt-ver  been  aliit'  to  fnid  a  phice  where  the 
w..r.l<  -lood  to  his  mind  in  a  satisfactory  light.     Hut  ever  since 
th-  hm;  given  him  hy  Waslignae  tiiat  his  friendship  with  the 
Mulhh.r  miglit  HTve  him  i.iit  ill  at  i..urt.  he  had  begun  to 
.i;:r.r  with  his  .sm  Armand  that  the  artist  had  made  Madame 
•;•  .  i;.-torade  look  like  a  milliner's  apprentice;  and  now.  when 
i ;.  \i\-  obduracy  to  the  Minister's  inveiglements,  Sallenauve 
-liouri  him.self  irreclaimahly  o[ipos»'d  to  the  (lovernnicnt, 
-latiiette — its    fre^liness    a    little    dimmed,    it    must    be 
'I.  by  the  dust — no  longer  seemed  presentable,  and  the 
wnrihy  peer  was  endeavoring  to  discover  a  corner,  in  wliich 
i;  v...iihl  l)e  out  of  sight,  so  that  he  mighl   not  be  required 
i   the  name  of  the   artist,   which   every   visitor  asked, 
lit  making  himself  ridiculous  by  removing  it  altogether. 
■«"  ;•■  was  standing  on  tlie  top  st^p  of  a  liijrary  laddiT  with 
-  Mlptor's  gift  in  liis  haiuls  and  about  to  place  it  on  the  top 
!  ■■■•  Mil  cai)inet.     There  the  haple-s  sketch  was  to  keej)  eom- 
)  !:'.  witli  a  curlew  and  a  cormorant,  s'-  it  by  Armand  during 
:'-  la-'    holidays.     They   were  the   tir-i    fruit-  of   the  voun<T 
!"'rt-ujan"s   pirowess.  and    paternal    [)nde   liad   decreed  them 
:!'•  !i"nors  of  stulling. 
A:  thi-  juiKture  I.uca-  opened  tlie  door  to  show  in: 
"M-!:.-!eur  Philippe." 

lie  Worthy  steward's  age.  and  the  conlidi'ntial  position  he 
'M   in   .Marie-Gaston's  household,  had  seemed   to  the  TEs- 


til. 


'.vi! 


*"i 


r' 


1  ;■ 
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torados'  factoiiiiii  lo  (jualify  him  for  the  titlo  of  Monsieur— 
a  civility  to  l)c.  of  rmirsc,  n  turned  in  kind. 

The  nia.>^tcr  of  the  Iiousc,  dt'sicnding  from  liis  porch,  asked 
rhilipi)c  what  had  hroughl  iiini,  and  whether  anvtliing  had 
happened  at  \'i!h-d'Avray.  Tiie  old  man  described  his 
master's  .stran<re  departure,  followed  by  the  no  less  strant;c' 
disapfiearaiice  of  Salienauve,  wlio  had  fled  as  if  lie  were  at 
the  hicls  of  an  elopin;:  dam-el.  and  then  he  went 


on 


Tl 


us  morniriL' 


as  1  w 


as  putting  my  master's  room  tidv,  a 


letter  fell  out  of  a  book,  addressed  to  Madame  la  Conitesse. 
As  it  was  sealed  and  ready  to  be  s<'nt  olf,  I  thought  that,  jht- 


hap 


IS  in  tiie  liurrv  ( 


>f  paek 


ing,  my  master  had  forgotten  to  give 


it  ine  to  post.  At  any  rate,  1  have  brought  it ;  Madame  la 
Conitess  may,  i)erha])s,  iinds  that  it  contains  some  explanation 
of  this  unexpected  jouriu-y — 1  have  dreamed  of  nothing  else 
all  night." 

Monsieur  de  THstorade  took  the  letter. 

''Three  black  .-eals 


said  he,  turning  it  over, 
'i    is  I'ot  the  color  tliat  startles  me,"  said  I'hili 


ma(i 

the 


er, 
-ieur 


said 

"but  f 

you  ii 

it,  p  . 


ppe.    "Since 
ic  (iiid.  monsieur  uses  nothing  but  blaek  ;  but  I  confess 


>;eaiS  s 


ruck 


me  as  stranjre. 


good,"  said  Monsieur  de  TEsiorade;  'T  will  give  the 


mv  wife. 


lero  ^uould  be  anytliing  to  roas.-ure  me  about  my  nias- 
Lid  Pb  iippe  wistfully,  '-would  you  let  me  know,  Mon- 
C'om     "" 


in 


ay    •'  ly  on  it.  my  good  fellow. — Good-morning."' 

mbl       leg  par.,  in   for  having  an  oj)inion  to  offer," 

oi  >aiit,  «  ithout  taking  the  hint  thus  given  him; 

there  !)eing  any  bad  news  in  the  letter,  do  not 

,^ieur  le  Conite,  that  it  would  be  well  to  know 


irepare  Madame  la  Conitesse! 


nat 


1) 


toraiii 


'o  you  sup 


Monsieur  de  I'Es- 


:a;i, 


without   finishing  his  question. 


tl 


ICM' 


I  do  not  know.     .My  master  has  been  very  much  depressed 
la>t  few  days." 
is  always  a  very  serious  stei)  *"  '^P^'"  "  letter  not  ad- 


•,ft 


*- .— .tifiua* 


•    T   I    -  -  - 
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(In-cd  to  oneself,"  s;ii«l  the  Acconntant-fieneral.  "This  case 
;>  |M(  uliar— the  letter  is  aiklressetl  to  my  wife,  but  in  fact  was 
lew  r  -flit  to  her — it  is  really  a  puzzliii-,'  matter " 

"Siill.  if  by  reading  it  you  could  prevent  something  dread- 
ful-  — ■■ 

•■'li- — that  is  just  what  makes  me  hesitate." 

Miuhniie  (le  I'Kstorade  settled  the  question  by  coming  into 
!!i.   r  .nm.     Lueas  had  told  her  of  old  IMiilippe's  arrival. 

••\\  liMt  can  bi'  the  matter?"  she  asked,  with  uneasy  curiosity. 

AH  Sallenauve's  apprehensions  of  the  night  before  recurred 
t"  Ikt  mind. 

Wti.'n  the  steward  had  repeated  the  explanations  lie  had 
alrnniv  given  to  Monsieur  de  I'Estorade,  she  unhesitatingly 
hmkc  the  seals. 

•  I  krK)w  so  much  now,"  she  said  to  her  husband,  who  tried 
In  li^uade  her,  "that  the  worst  certainty  would  be  preferable 
u<  ilii-  suspense  we  should  be  left  in." 

Whatever  the  contents  of  this  alarming  epistle,  the  Count- 
ry-' f:nv  told  no'hing. 

■  \iid  you  sa\  ihat  your  master  went  off  accompanied  by  thia 
K!i-!i-li   gentleman,"   said    she,   "and    not   under  any 'com- 

iHil-IOIl  ?" 

"":i  the  contrary,  madame.  he  seemed  quite  cheerful." 

"UVII.  then,  there  is  nothing  to  be  frightened  about.  This 
l.ti.T  has  been  written  a  long  time;  and,  in  spite  of  the  three 
Mai  k  >eals,  it  has  no  bearing  on  anything  to-day." 

I'liilippe  bowed  and  departed.  When  the  husband  and  wife 
«'■."'•  al(tne: 

■•\\!iat  does  he  say?"  asked  Monsieur  do  TEstorade,  and  he 
piii  '.lit  his  hand  for  the  letter  his  wife  still  held. 

•No.  Do  not  read  it."  said  the  Countess,  not  surrender- 
iiii:  i:. 

•Uhy  not?" 

■l!  will  pain  you.  It  is  quite  enough  that  T  should  have 
tii!  '-hr  sliock.  and  in  the  presence  of  the  old  steward,  before 
«^-iii  1  had  to  control  myself." 

■lines  it  speak  of  any  purpose  of  suicide?" 


■■  I 


I 
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Mudaiiic  (Jo  rEsturadu  did  imt  .spiMk,  but  shu  nodded  allima- 


tivt'lv. 


'■Rut  u  dt'finito,  iniiiii'diatc  purpose?" 

"The  li'llor  was  written  ye,<terday  morning;  and  to  all  ap- 
pcaraiuc,  but  for  the  really  providential  jiresence  of  tliu* 
stran<,^T.  last  evenin<,',  during'  Monsieur  de  Sallenuuve's  ab- 
sence, tlie  wretclied  man  would  have  carried  out  his  fatal 
purpose." 


The  Kii<,'lislinian  has,  no  doubt,  carried  him  off  8oleI 


hinder  it.     That  beini:  the  case.  1 


le  \\  1 


11  not 


lose  siirli 


t  of  h 


'We  may  al.<o  count  on   Monsieur  de  Sallenauve's  i 


y  to 
im."' 
ntcr- 


vention,"  observed  Madame  de  I'Estorade.    "He  has  probabh 


foil 


owed 


them. 


"Then  tluTe  is  nothini,'  so  very  alarming  in  the  letter," 
said  her  husband.     And  a;4;ain  he  held  out  his  hand  for  it. 

"Hut  when  I  entri'at  you  not  to  read  it,"  said  Madame  de 
I'Estorad*',  hnldiufr  it  back.  "Why  do  you  want  to  agitate 
yourself  so  painfully?  It  is  not  only  the  idea  of  suicide — imr 
unhajipy  frieiuFs  mind  is  completely  unhinged." 

At  this  instant  jiierciiig  shrieks  were  heard,  uttered  bv 
Rene,  the  vmingot  of  the  children,  and  tliis  tl 


lirew  his  niu 


it  her 


into  one  of  those   mateniai   })aiii(s  of  whicli  she  was  quite 
unable  to  control  the  expression. 
"(ioud  God  !     What  has  iiappc 
of  the  room. 


lie 


sh 


e  cried,  rushing  nui 


Monsieur  de  FHstorade,  less  easily  perturbed,  only  went  as 


far  as  the  door  to  ask  a  servant  what  was  the  matter 

"It   is   notliing,    .Monsieur   le   Comte.      Monsi<>ur   Hene 
shutting  a  drawer  pinched  the  tip  of  his  finger." 


in 


The  Peer  of  France  did  not  think  it  nt 


the  scene  of  the  catastrophe;  he  knew  that  in  these 
must  leave  his  wife  to  give  free  course  to  her  e.\t 
motherlv  solicitude,  or  take  a  sh 


II  ry  to  proceed  to 


cases 


he 


ravasrant 


irp  ivi;/ijin(j.    As  he  returned 


to  his  seat  bv  the  table  li<-  felt  a  paper  under  his  foot;  it 


was 


the  f 


iniuus  letter,  wliicli 


Mad, 


as  she  llcw  off  without  observiiii:  its  fall. 


ime  de  TEstorade  had  dropped 


Oj)p()rt unity  and  a  sort  of  fatality  that  frequently  rul 
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biiniiin  afTairs,  prompted  Monsiour  do  I'Estorado,  who  could 
not  iiniiersland  his  wife'!?  objections;  he  hastened  to  gratify 
hi?  1  unosity. 
M;irie-(iastoii  wrote  as  follows: 

•■M\i)AME, — This  letter  will  not  bo  so  amusing  as  those  I 
wp.!.'  \nii  from  Arcis-sur-Aubo.     But  you  must  not  be  fright- 


IV  the  (ieterniiiiatioii  I  iiavo  come  to.    I  a 


ni  simply  going 


til  |'ii[i  my  wife,  from  wlion)  1  have  been  too  long  parted,  and 
!i.-!iii.'lit,  soon  after  inidiiiL'ht.  I  sliall  be  with  her,  never  to 


;i';i\i 


whnli 


al  a! 


ler  again.  You  and  Salleiiauve  have,  no  doubt,  re- 
that  it  is  strange  that  I  sliould  not  yet  have  been  to 

T  tomb;  two  of  my  servants  were  saying  so  the  other 
.  not  knowing  that  I  could  overhear  them.  But  I  should 
'■  licen  a  great  fool  to  go  to  a  graveyard  and  stare  at  a 
k  of  stono  that  cannot  speak  to  nu\  when  every  night  as 
l'iii:ht  strikes,   I    hear  a  little  tap  at  my  bedroom  door, 

1  open  at  once  to  our  dear  Louise,  -.vho  is  not  altered 

;  on  the  contrarv,  I   think  she   is   fairer  and   lovelier. 


liad  great  ditliciiltv  in  gettiii''  mv  iliMharTO  from  th 


18 


from  Marv  the  (.iiieen  of  tlie  .\iu 


l)U 


t  last  night  she 


t'naiL'lit  me  my  papers  properly  made  out,  sealed  with  a  large 
-  li  i.f  jrrern  wax.  an<l  i.t  the  same  time  she  gave  me  a  tiny 
iih:,il  iif  hydrocyanic  acid.  One  drop  sends  me  to  sloop,  and 
wlaji  I  wake  I  am  on  the  other  side. 

■I.'iuise  also  gave  me  a  message  for  you;  to  toll  you  that 
Mn! -;,.iir  de  I'Kstorade  has  a  liver  eomi)laint  and  cannot  live 
i"iiu':  and  that  when  he  is  dead  you  are  to  marry  Sallonauve, 
t'.i  a,i>;c  over  there  you  are  always  restored  to  the  husband  you 
;i'>'  i:  and  .«he  thinks  our  party  of  four  will  be  much  pleas- 
'- ;■  with  you  and  me  and  Salleiiauve  than  with  vour  Mon- 
'ir  lie  l"Kstorade.  who  is  enough  fu  bore  you  to  death,  and 
•':  'i!  ynu  married  against  your  will. 

"My  message  delivered,  1  have  only  to  wish  vou  good 
::  "nre.  madame.  during  the  time  you  have  still  to  spend 
•«;;  here,  and  to  subscribe  mvsclf  vour  affoctionato  humble 
r\a:it.-' 
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If,  on  fiiiisliinj:  this  Ifttt-r,  it  liad  lucurivd  to  Monsifiir  de 


rKstoriuli'  t 


.k  111  I 


niiiM 


If 


III  a 


iii>s,  he  \vi>u 


in  the  fiidiltn  i  n-if 


111 


lavf  ^f('[i 


iIh  II  i'\).rr>.-i(.n  of  i  i>  features  the  .iT.rt!; 


»f  the  iiiiav..«.(l  I. lit  tiTriMi-  Mow  lu'  had  dealt  liiriisclf  l,v  h;- 


hukl 


I'ss  ciinoMM 


ill-    n 


iiad  all   felt   one  mid  ihi 


Ills    mind,   hi.> 


if-n 


■iHTt 


■allie 


lind    the   (|lli|e   oliviou.v 


insaiiitv  revealed  in  ilie  predutioii  of  wliieli  he  was  the  siilijwt 
onlv   made   it    seem    more   threateiiin;,'.      He!ieviii<,',    like  the 


Mussidmaiis,  that  madmen  are  ^'ifted  with  a  s-or'  of  second 
sij,'ht,  he  j,Mve  himself  over  at  ..lu-e,  felt  a  pieniii;,'  |)airi  iii  Ins 
diseased  liver,  and  was  seized  \,  .ih  a  jeah.iis  hatred  of  Sulle- 
ve,  his  desi^'nate  suci  essor,  such  as  must  eut  ofT  any  kind 


IIHU 


lem. 


of  friendly  relations  hetweeii  tl 

At  the  same  time,  as  he  s,r,y  how  ridieuloiis.  how  absoliU'h 
devoid  of  reason,  was  I  hi'  imi)ressi()ii  that  I  ad  taken  |)os-;. -■ 
fioii  of  iiim.  he  was  terrified  le-t  any  one  -liould  suspect  it.- 
existence;  and  with  the  instinctive  secretiveness  whicli  iilway; 
prompts  the  mortally  sick  to  hi<le  the  mischief,  he  hej^an  in 
consider  how  )ie  could  keep  from  his  wife  the  foolish  aH  ih 


had  bliuhted  his  whol 


at 


that    hina  under  his   vi 


e  (  \istence.      It  uouKl  seem  iiieredi 


■ry  eye  the   fatal    letter  >lH)uld  !uiv. 


oscajted  his  notice;  and  from  this  to  the  saspicioii  that  he  lud 
read  it  the  inference  was  only  t'lo  jilain. 


Me  rose,  ami   sofih 
mnkin''  .-iire  that  tl 


opening' 


he  door  < 


if   1 


lis  rom,  after 


lere  nas  nciiody  in  the  drawing-room  lic- 
yond.  he  went  on  tifitoe  to  throw  the  K  tter  on  the  floor  at  the 
furthest  sid-  of  the  room,  where  :\Iadame  de  TRstoratle  wmild 
Huppose  that  she  had  dropp.  ,1  it.  Then,  like  a  school!),. v  who 
had  been  jdayinp  a  trick,  and  wishes  to  put  the  authorities 
off  the  scent  hy  an  alTectatioii  of  iiidiousness.  he  hastily 
strewed  his  tahle  with  papers  out  of  a  l.iilkv  ollieial  case,  so  as 
to  seem  ahsorhed  in  accounts  when 


Meanwhile,  as  need  scarcely  h 


wile 


•aid 


body  but  ^radanle  de  rKstorade  .-honld 


ould  return, 
d 


room  wliere  he  had  laid  his  t 


le  listened  in  ease  any- 
come  into  the  (inter 


rail :  i 


intervened  at 

the  document  that  held  such  str 


n  that  ease  he  would  have 


onci'  to  hinder  indiscreet  eyes  from  investigating 
iiuge  secrets. 


1    .    '    ^l' 

1    ,  i 

-  »:^';LJjaeaiMf  iw.  z.^ 
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Mailiimc  <lo  riv-torailc's  voiic  spfiikin^,'  to  pomf  one,  and 
hrr  ajij'caranco  in  liis  mom  a  few  niiniiti's  after  with  Monsiour 
tti::i\  •  <I''  ('anip<.  t-liowcd  tlial  tlic  trick  lind  siiocoetlcd.  By 
;:m!  _•  forward  a>  liis  vi.-itor  cajiic  in,  lie  roiild  >co  llirouph  the 
half -'ii'M  door  tlio  spnt  wlicrc  lie  iiad  left  the  letter.  Not  only 
■.va-  '  ;:one,  but  lie  eould  detect  liy  a  nioveiiient  of  his  wife's 
;  .at  -lie  had  tueked  it  into  her  nioriiiii;;  piwn  in  the  place 
•a1'  !v  Lmiis  XIII.  dared  not  seek  the  seerets  of  Mademoiwdio 
<!•'  ll.iuiefort. 

•  !  Iiave  eoine  to  fetch  you  to  ^o  with  ine  to  Ka^tignac,  as 


Wi    a_'riCl 


1  last  eveniiH',"  said  (\o  Canins. 


''.'II 


ite  riirht."  said  his  friend,  putting  up  his  papers  with  a 


f.\'  i!-li  haste  that  showed  he 


wa." 


not  in  a  normal  frame  of 


\ri'  Villi  ill?"  said  Minlaiiie  (h'  Tl'^torade,  who  k 


hu- 


ll too  well  not  lo  lie  struck  liv  t 


new 
le  singular  ahsene 


her 
p  o 


f 


r.;;'--]   lie  hetrayed;  and   at    the   >aiiie   time,    looking  him    in 


th..  fa 
■V 


I',  siie  (I  >serve( 
II  (In  not  look  ( 


1  a  st 


range  (■liait'_'e  in  his  eount(>nance. 


[iiiie  voiifself.  indeed,"'  said  Monsieur  de 


'If  you  liad  ratluT,  we  will  put  <ilT  this  visit. 


Alt  at  all,"  said  Monsieur  de  I'K-torade;  "I  have  worried 

•I 'f  over  this  work,  and  want  pulling  together— But  what 

■    Rene?"  said  he  to  his  wife,  wliose  ini|uisitive  eve  op- 


iini. 


•What   was  tiie   matter   that   1 


le  serea 


med 


so 


\  mere  triile!"  said  Madame  de  I'Kstorade.  still  studying 
:.:-  fai c. 

"Uell,  then,  my  dear  fellow,"  said  her  hushand,  assuming 
a-  iiiiiU'crent  a  t  laniier  as  lu;  eould  command,  "I  have  only  to 
t;:i'  _'r  my  coat  and  1  am  yours." 

^\!ii"i  the  Countess  was  alone  with  Monsieur  de  Camps: 
!'  "-  it  not  strike  \oii,"  said  she.  "that  Monsieur  de  THs- 
i"rii!r  x'cms  quite  upset  this  morning?" 

"As  I  said  just  now,  he  is  not  at  all  liimself.  But  the  e.x- 
;  a;  at  ion  is  perfectly  reasonahle;  we  disturl.ed  him  in  the 
nuii'ilf  of  his  work.  Ollice  work  is  unhealthy,  I  never  in  my 
!:f'  u.is  so  Well  as  I  have  been  since  I  took  over  the  ironworks 
y<Ki  .-I,  vehenientlv  abuse." 


f 
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"To  bo  pure,"  said  ^ladainc  dc  riv~tora(l.>,  with  a  deep  -^iirh; 
"he  needs  oxerciso,  an  active  life;  ilicre  can  he  no  doubt  it 
he  lias  some  incipient  liv.T  disease." 

"Because  he  h.oks  yellow  y  J'.ut  he  has  looked  so  ..vor 
since  I  have  known  Iiiin." 

"Oh!  monsieur.  I  cannot  ho  mistaken.  There  is  something 
seriously    wron<r,   and    you    would   do   me    the   greatest   s^er- 

vicc ■' 

"Madame,  you  liave  oidy  to  command  me." 

"When  Monsieur  de  TKstorade  comes  hack,  we  will  speak  of 
the  little  dama^^,-  !>,,„,'.  ],;,s  ,],,ne  to  his  fingor.  Tell  me  that 
trifling  accidents,  if  neglreted,  may  lead  to  serious  mischief— 
that  gangrene  has  hecn  known  to  supervene  and  make  amputa- 
tion necessary.  That  will  give  me  an  excuse  for  sendiim  for 
Dr.  Bianclion." 

"Certainly,"  said  ^Fonsieur  de  ramp.«.  "I  do  not  think 
medical  advice  very  nece.'^sary  ;  Init  if  it  will  reassuro  you -" 

At  this  moment  .Monsieur  de  TEstorade  came  hack;  he 
had  almost  recovered  his  usual  looks,  hut  a  strong  smell  of 
Eau  de  Melisse  des  ('amies  proved  that  he  had  had  recnur-,< 
to  that  cordial  to  revive  him.  Monsieur  de  Camps  phivrd 
his  part  as  .7oh"s  comforter  to  perfection  ;  as  to  the  Countess. 
she  had  no  need  to  affect  anxiety;  her  make-helieve  only  con- 
cerned its  ohject. 

"My  dear."  said  she  to  her  husband,  after  listening  to  the 
ironmaster's  medical  discourse,  "as  you  come  home  from  the 
Minister's  I  wish  you  would  call  on'  Dr.  Bianehon." 

"What  next !"  said  ho.  shrugging  his  shoulders,  "call  nut 
such  a  busy  man  for  what  you  yourself  say  is  a  mere  trifle." 

"If  you  will  not  go,  I  will  .«end  Lucas.  Monsieur  de 
Camps  has  quite  npset  me." 

"If  you  choose  to  be  ridiculous."  said  her  husband  sharplv, 
"I  know  no  means  of  prev(Miting  it;  but  one  thing  I  inav 
remind  you.  and  that  is.  that  if  you  send  for  a  medical  man 
when  there  is  nothing  the  matter,  under  serious  circumstances 
you  mav  find  that  he  will  not  come." 

"And  you  will  not  go?" 
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•■|  uill  certainly  not,""  >ai(i  Monsieur  de  TE^torade;  "and 
if  1  ;.,el  the  Iidihh-  of  being  nia?ler  in  my  own  house,  1  sliould 
{',.;■>,.!  \our  .-eiidinu'  any  one  in  my  stead.'' 

"M  .  deal',  Vdii  art'  the  inasti'i',  and  since  you  refuse  so 
fi!ii'!:a' icajly  we  will  ^ay  no  more  about  it.  I  will  try  not  to 
!..■  '  "1  anxious." 

■■,\'.'  \ou  eoinini:,  de  ('ain|)s?""  -aid  Monsieur  de  I'Esto- 
r.h!''.  ■  for  a!  this  rate  I  >hall  ite  .-eiu  oif  directly  to  order  the 
rirr-  I'uneral.'" 

•'ill.  m\  dear,  are  you  ill,"  said  the  ('ounte>s,  taking  his 
i;;ii,'].  ■"liial  you  can  say  such  shocking  things  in  cold  blood? 
li  >  not  like  your  usual  patience  with  my  little  motherly 
[."iiii'--: — nor  like  the  ])oliteness  on  which  you  pride  yourself 
-  !"  iM'TylxHly,  includinir  your  wife."' 

■No.  but  the  truth  is,"  said  Monsieur  de  I'Estorade,  irritated 
!n-:'a-l  of  sootheil  by  this  gentle  and  atfectionate  re- 
ni"!i-i ranee,  "your  motherly  care  is  really  becoming  a  mono- 
HMMia;  you  make  life  unbearal>le  to  everybodv  but  vour  chil- 
lir.i  .  Di'Uce  lake  it  all  I  if  they  are  our  children,  I  am  their 
latiirr;  and  if  1  am  not  adored  as  they  are,  at  any  rate  I 
hii-i'  I  he  right  to  expect  that  my  house  may  not  be  made  un- 
inh,!i)ital)le  I" 

While  he  poured  out  this  jeremiad,  striding  up  and  down 
till-  room,  the  Countess  was  gesticulating  desperately  to  Mon- 
-;i  '•  de  Camps  as  if  to  ask  him  whether  he  did  not  discern 
a  friLihiful  sym])tom  in  this  scene. 

Ti  put  an  end  to  this  painful  contest,  of  which  he  had  so 
:i:vM]iintarily  been  the  cause,  he  now  said: 
An-  we  going?" 

'  <  oine  along,'*  said  Monsieur  de  I'Estorade,  leading  the 
"a;.,  without  taking  leave  of  his  wife. 

■<i!i.  I  was  forgetting  a  message  for  you,"  added  the  iron- 
iiia-irr.  turning  back.  "Madame  de  Camps  will  call  for  you 
at  about  two  o'clock  to  choose  some  spring  dress  stuffs;  she 
ia-  -I'ttled  that  we  shall  all  four  go  on  afterwards  to  the 
;i  •\w■^■-^ho\v.  When  we  leave  Kastignac,  I'Estoraile  and  I  will 
ci'iiic  back  to  fetch  vou,  and  if  vou  are  not  in  we  will  wait." 
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Tlio  Coiihtoss  -^ciincly  liccd,.,!  this  |ir(>-raiiiine ;  a  Ha..li  uf 
light  had  cniiie  to  Imt.  .\^  ^.h,ii  a.-  r-he  ua.-  alonf.  shr  took  dut 
Maric-(;a.-!nn"s  Ifit.r,  and  liii,litii,r  jt  f,,id,-d  u;  thi-  ori'Mual 
cToa.sfs :  '' 

"Xot  a  douht  nf  It  :"■  she  cxclaiiiird.  "J  rcincinhcr  r'Silac- 
ing  it  in  th<'  envrh.pf  fohlfd  iuMde  out.  Tiie  unhappy  man 
has  read  it." 


Some  hours  later  Madaino  do  rK>tnradr'  and.  Madainr'  de 
Cainp.s  were  together  in  tlie  drawiuir-rnnm  uhere  oidv  a  few 
day-s  t^invv  SalleuauveV  cause  had  been  >(>  warinlv  areu-d. 

"(iood  heavens!  what  is  the  iiiatti-.  witli  you?'  erii-d  Ma- 
dame do  ('am[i>,  on  linding  her  I'riend  in  tears  as  she  lini^iied 
writing  a  letter. 

The  Countess  t(»ld  lier  of  all  that  had  ,.a-.-ed.  and  read 
her  Marie-t;ast<)n"s  letter.  At  any  other  tin:.-  th<'  disaster  it 
CO  plainly  betrayed  wouhl  have  givaily  grirvrd  her  fri-nd; 
but  th.'  secondary  mi^fortune  whieh  it  had  aopaivntlv  oc- 
casioned aiisorhed  all  her  thoughts. 

"And  arc  you  quite  .-ure  that  your  hii-h,!::,]  nia>tered  the 
contents  of  that  ill-stirred  lettei':-"  >\u'  ,i-k-,d. 
^^  "How  can  I  douht  it?"  replied  M.i. la-no  de  TE^torade. 
"The  paper  cannot  have  turned  it>elf  iuMdo  (nit  :  and  besides, 
when  I  recall  it  all,  I  fancy  that  ai  the  nmnuiit  when  I  flevr 
off  to  I?(>ne  I  let  something  drop.  As  ill-luek  would  have  it, 
I  did  not  stop  to  hxA'."' 

'"But  very  often,  when  you  rack  your  inenii.r\.  vou  remem- 
ber things  that  did  not  happen." 

"But,  my  dear  friend,  the  exiraurdinarv  .hanire  that  so 
suddenly  took  place  in  .Mnnsienr  de  riv-iorado  could  only 
he  due  to  some  overpowering  sliock.  Ho  looked  like  a  man 
struck  by  lightning." 

"Very  well :  but  then  if  it  is  to  be  aceountod  for  by  a  pain- 
ful surprise,  why  do  you  insi>t  on  regarding  it  as  the  result 
cf  a  liver  complaint." 

"Oh,  that  is  no  new  thing  to  me."  said  .Ma<lame  de  TEsto- 
rade.     "Only,  when  sick  people  maKc  no  complaints  one  is 
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forfrct. — T.odk  hero,  my  dear."  ?ho  went  on,  pointing 
! ,  a  vmIuiiic  tliJit  liiy  opi'ii  near  her,  "just  befnre  your  arrival 
1  A.i-  reading'  in  lliis  nicilical  dictionary  tliat  persons  with 
liv.r  lii-ra-c  hcmuie  j^iuoniy.  re.-tles>.  and  irritable.  And  for 
f.i!!,'  !i!ile  time  pa^t  I  have  noticed  a  f,n-eat  chan;,^e  in  my  hus- 
bjiMJ-  irniper ;  you  yourself  remarked  on  it  the  otlier  day  ;  and 
till-  hiile  scene,  at  which  Monsieur  de  ("amps  was  present — 
unpncedented,  I  assure  you,  in  our  married  life — seems  to 
a  tirrible  symptom." 

M\  dear,  pood  child,  you  arc  like  all  people  when  they 
I'liit  on  worryin<j  themselves.  In  the  first  place,  you 
[;.  iiicdical  hooks,  which  is  the  most  foolish  thinp  in  the 
M.  I  dei'y  you  to  read  tiie  description  of  a  disease  with- 
:',!!:(  vinj:  that  yoti  can  identify  tlie  symptoms  in  yourself 
:  -Jiiie  one  you  can^  for.  .\nd  l)esid(\s,  you  are  mixing 
l.::].i:>  that  are  (uiite  different :  the  effects  of  a  fright  with 
'  "f  a  chronic  complaint — they  have  nothing  on  earth 
"iiinion." 

no.  I  am  not  confusing  them  ;  I  know  what  I  am  talk- 
mi.  Do  not  you  know  that  in  our  poor  human  ma- 
.  if  any  part  is  already  affected,  every  strong  emotion 
that  spot  at  once?" 
"Ai  any  rate,"  said  her  frii'ud.  to  put  an  end  to  the  medical 
qi;.-t:'.n.  '*if  that  unhappy  nuidman"s  letter  is  likely  to  have 
.-Hjii.  ulterior  influence  on  your  husband's  health,  it  threatens 
far  iiMire  immediately  to  imperil  your  domestic  peace.  That 
iiiii-!  lie  considered  first." 

"Thrre  is  no  alternative."  said  the  Countess.  "Monsieur 
I'.i'  >jlleimuve  must  neviT  again  set  foot  in  the  house." 

■T'Mre  is  a  good  deal  to  be  said  on  that  point,  and  it  is 
jii-^  uhat  1  want  to  talk  over  with  you. — Do  you  know  that 
vi  V'  rdny  I  found  yon  lacking  in  that  moderation  which  has 

alu,;.>  been  a  prominent  trait  in  your  character " 

"When  v.-as  that?"  asked  Madame  de  I'Estorade. 
"A!  the  moment  when  you  favored  Monsieur  de  Sallenauve 
wirti  -n-h  a  hurst  of  gratitude.     When  1  advised  you  not  to 
av.  i,!  him  for  fear  of  lempting  him  to  seek  your  company,  I 
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certiiinlv  did  imt  ndviric  vnii  to  tliiii:  ymir  kimlno--;  at  liis  h-.v], 
so  as  to  turn  it  I  As  the  wife  of  >o  Zfalmis  an  aiilicrcnt  uf  th, 
rcigTiiii;;  dviiastv,  \<>n  ()U;,dit  to  know  iiitlcr  what  is  meant  by 
Lc  Jiislr  Milini"  (tlu'  li.ippy  incdiiiiiil. 

"C)li,  my  dear,  iin  u  ittici.-ms  at  my  lui-haiid".-  cxixMisc!"" 

"I  am  lint  talking,'  nf  your  husliand,  hiii  of  yuu.  my  dear. 
You  amazrd  mo  so  much  last  iii^dit,  that  1  frit  imlincd  to  re- 
call all  I  had  >aid  on  my  first  imi)ulsc.  i  like  my  advur  to 
1)0  fullowod — iiut  not  too  much  followed. "" 

'•At  any  othor  moment  I  would  ask  you  to  tell  me  wlicroin 
I  i-o  far  exceeded  your  instructions:  hui  now  that  fate  has 
fettled  the  quer-tion,  and  Monsi<'ur  de  Sallenauve  niu.-t  he 
simplv  cleared  out  of  tlie  way,  of  what  ii>e  i>  it  to  discuss  the 
exact  limit-line  of  my  hehavior  to  him? 

'•Well,'"  said  .Madamo  de  Camps,  •'to  tell  you  the  wliolo 
trutli,  I  was  hcpimiing  to  think  the  man  a  danger  to  you  on 
quite  anotlier  side." 

"Whicli  is?- " 


"Through  Xa'is.  That  child,  with  her  passion  for  her  pre- 
server, really  makes  me  very  anxious." 

"Oh,"  said  the  Countess,  with  a  melancholy  smile,  "is  not 
that  aserihiug  too  much  imjvirtance  to  a  child's  nonsense?" 

"Xais  is  a  eliild,  no  douht.  l)Ut  who  will  be  a  woman  sooner 
than  most  children.  Did  vou  not  yourself  write  to  mo  th.it 
she  had  intuitions  on  some  suhjects  «iuite  heyond  her  yoM^^?■ 

"That  is  true.  Rut  in  what  you  <'all  her  passion  for  Mon- 
sieur de  Sallenauve.  besides  its  being  quite  natural,  the  dear 
child  is  so  frank  and  effusive  that  the  feeling  has  a  genuinely 
childlike  stamp." 

"Well — trust  me,  and  do  not  trust  to  that :  not  ev?n  when 
this  troublesome  person  is  out  of  the  way!  Thoik,  if  wh(>n 
the  time  came  to  arrange  for  her  marriage  this  liking  had 
grown  up  with  her — a  pretty  state  of  things!" 

"Oh,  between   this   and   then— thank   Tlenveu! "  said 

the  Countess  incredulously. 

"Between  this  and  then,'"  replied  Madame  de  Camps.  "Mon- 
sieur de  Sallenauve  may  have  achieved  such  snccess  that  his 
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nail.''  is  in  everybody^  mouth;  aiul  with  hor  lively  imagina- 
ti,,;:.  Niiis  would  be  the  first  to  bo  captivated  by  such  briil- 


■iltit  ftill,  my  dear,  tl>c  difTerence  of  iv^v- 


M.iisicur  de  Sallenauvo  is  thirty;  Xais  is  nearly  thirteen. 
Ti;.  .iitfiTence  is  exactly  the  saiiu-  as  l)ctwcen  your  age  and 
M  i!  -:tur  do  rEstorade",-,  and  you  married  him." 

■i^hi.te  true;  yon  may  bo  rijiht,"  sr.id  Madnmc  dc  I'l'^to- 
ruil-  :  --wliat  I  did  as  a  matter  of  good  sense,  Xais  might  insist 
t,i;  [i;i-,-ionatoly.     But  be  easy ;  I  will  so  effectually  shatter  her 

•'Thiit  again,  like  the  hatred  you  propose  to  act  for  your 
hii-l';nid's  benefit,  requires  moderation.  If  you  do  not  man- 
agf  !l  gradually,  you  may  fail  of  your  end.  You  must  allow 
It  t,.  Ik'  supposed  that  circumstances  have  brought  about  a 
full!  i'  wliich  should  seem  quiti'  spontaneous." 

•1' ii  do  vou  sup{.osc,"  cried  Madame  do  TEstorade  ex- 
cittiliy.  -iliat  1  need  act  aversion  for  this  man?  Why,  I 
i;a:c  !iiml     lie  is  our  evil  genius  I" 

■•(■(iiiio,  come,  my  dear,  compose  yourself  I  I  really  do  not 
km :'.v  vou.     You  who  used  to  be  unrulllod  reason  I" 

l.'.icas  at  this  moment  came  in  to  ask  the  Countess  if  she 
coi;li!  see  a  Monsieur  Jacques  Bricheteau. 

M;i(!aino  de  TEstorado  looked  at  her  friend,  saying: 

'•'il'.e  organist  who  was  so  helpful  to  Monsieur  do  Salle- 
mvA-f  at  the  time  of  his  election.  I  do  not  know  what  he 
can  w.'mt  of  me." 

'Xcver  mind;  see  him,"  said  her  friend.  "Before  opening 
hostilities,  it  is  not  amiss  to  know  what  is  going  on  in  the 
fiifiiiv's  camp." 

'■.'>i.inv  him  in,"  said  the  Countess. 

.'a.  [lies  Bricheteau  came  in.  So  sure  had  he  been,  on  the 
ith.  r  hand,  of  being  among  friends,  that  he  had  given  no 
?p'-'  ;n!  attention  to  his  toilet.     A  capacious  chocolate-brown 


at.  whose  cut  it  would  have  boon  vain  to  assign  to  any 
f  fashion;  a  chocked  waistcoat,  gray  and  groon,  but- 
toncti  to  the  throat;  a  black  cravat,  twisted  to  a  rope,  and 
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worn  without  a  (ollar,  \vlnl<-  it  >lHiwr(l  an  incli  of  very  .loubt- 
ful  clean  >lurt  I'rniH  :  v.llnu  ilial.  troUMTS,  <rray  stocking.*, 
and  tied  shoi-  tlii^  \\a>  tin'  nmrr  tlwn.  carclr>.  array  in 
wliicii  tlic  nr^iani-t  ventured  into  the  presence  of  the  elc-aiit 

Countess. 

Scarcely  liiihien  to  take  a  -eat  : 

"Madame."  said  he,  "I  liave  ].erluips  taken  a  lihorty  m  pre- 
Fentin"  nivself  to  von,  unknown;  hut  Monsieur  Marie-da.Mon 
spoke  b.  me  of  vonr  ].os>ihlv  wi.hin.u'  that  I  -should  j,nvc  some 
lesions  to  mademoi^clh.  vn„r  daughter.  I  lohl  h.m  at  tir.t 
that  there  nn-ht  he  some  Tittle  dillieulty.  as  all  my  time  wa^ 
filled  up;  hut  the  I'refct  of  Police  has  just  set  me  at  leisuro 
bv  di^missinj:  me  from  a  post  I  held  in  his  department,  so  I 
am  happv  to  hv  aide  to  place  myself  entirely  at  your  scrvuv^ 

"\nd  iias  vour  diMiiis-al.  monsieur,  heen  occasioned  hy  the 
part  you  played  in  M.msi.'ur  de  Sallenauve's  election?"  asked 
Madame  de  Camps. 

"\s  no  reason  \va>  assigned,  it  seems  jirohahle ;  all  the  ninro 
60  that,  in  the  cau-e  of  twenty  years"  service,  this  discharge 
is  the  very  first  hitch  that  has  ever  arisen  hetween  me  an.l 

mv  superiors."  ,    ,.r.  i       v,      i 

■'•It  cannot  he  denie.l,"  said  Madame  de  1  h.storade,  sharply 
enough,  "that  you  very  seriously  interfered  with  the  intention? 
of  the  Government." 

"Yes  madame ;  and  I  accepted  my  dismissal  as  a  disaster 
I  was  quite  i.repared  f.n-.  After  all.  wliat  was  the  loss  of 
my  small  appointment  in  comparison  with  the  election  ol 
Monsieur  de  Sallenauve?" 

"I  am  reallv  distressed."  the  Countess  went  on,  'to  make 
no  hetter  return  for  the  eag.Tuess  you  aiv  good  enough  to 
express-  hut  I  mav  as  well  tell  vou  that  I  have  no  fixed  pur- 
pose as  to  choosing  a  master  for  my  daughter,  and  m  spite 
of  the  immense  talent  for  which  the  world  gives  you  credit 
I  should  he  afraid  of  such  serious  teaching  for  a  little  girl  of 

thirteen."  ^  ,, 

"Quite  the  reverse,  madame,"  replied  the  organist.       >'i- 
body  credits  me  with  talent.     Monsieur  de  Sallcnauve  and 
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M..>  -!>ur  Miirie-fJa.-toii  liavc  luanl  iiif  two  or  thn-o  times, 
Mii  .ipiirt  from  that.  I  am  a  iimiv  iniknnwn  trachiT.  aiuJ  jier- 
h.iii-  \'Hi  are  rij.'lit — perhaps  a  \trv  tiresniiu'  one.  Sn,  setting 
a-.i!.-  ill.'  (|ii(-tioii  nf  h'>-<.iis  ti)  irail-nmi-rlle  your  dauu'liter, 
l..t  v.ir  >|M'ak  of  the  thiii^'  tliat  \ii\-  naUy  hroii^'ht  w  hero — 
\1,,   ..,  Ill-  ill'  Sallenauve." 

•■I'mI  MoiiMeiir  (h-  Sallenaiive  char-e  you  with  any  message 
t,.  ii:\    hiishand?"  said   Madame  de  rKstorade,  with  r     •'  'd 

CnllhU'.-.-. 

•No.  madanie,  lie  has,  1  <;rieve  to  -ay,  ehargeu  iie  witli 
n-t!ii!iL:.  1  Went  to  call  on  him  this  morning,  hut  he  was 
a!i-i'il.  I  went  to  \'illi'-(rA\  ray.  wlierr  1  was  told  that  I 
ri:.>;;iil  iiiid  him.  a;:(l  learned  that  ho  had  .-tarted  on  a  journey 
w;i!i  Muiisn'ur  Maii'-'iaston.  Then,  thinking  that  you  might 
j..,--.l,|v   know   the  oliject  of  this  journey,  and  how   long  he 


III'  awa\- 


■■\  .thing  of  till-  kind."  sai<l  Madamr  de  I'Kstorade,  in- 
rririiiiting  !iim  in  a  hard  tone. 

■j  !i:id  a  letter  this  morning,"  .Iac<pies  Bireheteau  went 
.,':.  -fi-m  Arcis-sur-Auhe.  My  aunt,  ^^^ther  Marie  d?8 
A:  _  .  warns  me.  tlirough  Monsietir  de  Sallenauve's  notary, 
tha;  ;i  liase  eoiispirary  is  heing  organixed.  and  our  frieiurs 
a''-:Mf  eoinplieatcs  matters  very  seriou-ly.  I  eaniiot  under- 
>taMlAhat  put  it  into  his  head  to  vanish  without  warning  any- 
Im!,   'A  ho  lakes  an  interest — - — " 

■•  T'.it  he  should  not  have  given  you  notice."  said  Madame 
•]>  ^K-iorade.  in  the  same  tone,  "may  pos>ih!y  surjirise  y<;u. 
B  :■  -.1  I'ar  as  my  Inishand  and  1  are  eoneerni'd.  there  is  noth- 
iiiL'  !"  hi'  a.-tonislii'd  at." 

Th'  -miiificanee  of  this  uncivil  distinction  was  too  clear 
!'■  i"  misunderstood.  Jac(|Uos  Bireheteau  looked  at  the 
i'ni;'-.'-s.  and  her  eves  fell;  hut  the  wliole  expression  of  her 
'    -.  -.1  due  Xorth,  confirmed  the  meaning  wliich  it  was  im- 


to  avoid  fiiiiliiiLr  in  her  words. 


vonr  pardon,  niauanie 


id  lie.  ri-itiL'.     "1  did  not 


I   could   not    liave  sui»po^cd   that    von   were  so  titterly 
rent  to  Mcuisieur  de  .Sallenauve's  prospects  and  honor. 
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Uut  a  iinmili'  iiL'H.  1,1  i1h'  ,uit.-i<.-in.  wlim  vniir  servant  wfi-;  in 
,l„„l,t  ,,l„,ut  a.nmntun,  ••  n.'.  iM;n!.'inoiM.ll..  vuur  .lau-ht.T.  on 
hoariii"  that  I  wa.-  a  \vu'iA  ••(  hrs  .aj^'iTly  t.x.k  my  purt; 
and  I  ua>  m,  fnnli-li  a-  t-.  r..n.lii,lr  that  ,~h.'  n'prcsciitra  the 
pciicral  iTimkI  t'l'clin;.' of  tin'  t'aiiiilv. 

After  poiiiiini,'  till-  distiiKtion,  ulndi  was  quito  a  inntch 
for  Ma.laiiH"  dc  rK^Kiradr's.  tliu<  pavmj:  Iut  back  in  hor  own 
coin,  .Fai(iuc«  r.inh.traii  !>nsvrd  ,  ..iviiiniiioiisty,  and  was  ab.mt 

"ti'ic  two  ladus  .xclian.irrd  a  plan-e.  as  if  to  ask  each  other 
whellier  it  would  he  well  to  let  this  man  depart  thus  after 
sliootinp  so  k<ei'  a  partni.^-  dart. 

In  fact,  a  crusliinj;  contradiction  was  at  this  instant  given 
to  the  Countess'  assumption  of  indilTerence :  N'ais  came  tly- 

"Mamma:"  .he  <ried  exultantly,  "a  letter  from  Monsieur 
de  Sallcnauve  1" 

The  Countess  hlushed  purple.  ^^ 

"What  manners  are  these,  houiicin-,'  in  like  a  mad  thing." 
paid  she  severely.     "And  how  do  you  know  that  the  letter  is 
from  that  gentlemen?" 

'^Oh!*'  said  Xais,  turning  the  hlade  in  the  wound,  when 
he  wrote  to  vou  from  .Vrcis,  I  gni  to  know  his  writing." 

"You  are  a  sillv,  inquisitive  child."  said  her  mother,  mused 
out  of  h(>r  usual  indulgence  by  so  many  luckless  speeches. 
"Go  to  nur.^e." 

Then  to  give  herself  some  countenance: 

"Allow  me.  monsieur."  said  she  to  Jacques  Brichcteau.  as 
she  opened  the  letter  so  inappropriately  d.divered. 

"Nav,  Madame  la  Comte'^se,"'  replied  the  organist,  "it  is 
1  who  "crave  vour  permissimi  to  wait  till  you  have  read  your 
letter.  If  bv  anv  chance  Monsieur  de  Sallenauvo  should  give 
you  any  account"  of  liis  movements,  you  would  perhaps  have 
the  kindness  to  give  me  the  benefit  of  it " 

Having  looked  through  the  letter: 

"Monsieur  de  Sallenauve."  said  the  Countess,  "desire?  me 
to  tell  mv  husband  that  he  is  on  his  way  to  England— Han- 
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„,  ,.  ,„  the  county  ..f  MMU.^'S.     \h   is  f.  b.  a.Mressed  un- 

,1,  ■■  ,  ,v.T  to  Doctor  HUis." 

■  ;i;„,,u.-s  Brifhetouu  again  Ix.we.l  with  dur  f..rnuility.  and 

':,  ft  shf  room. 

•  \  ,,-  luis  just  tront.'.l  vou  to  a  taste  of  her  jrirl-in-love 
.  ■•  .■.w\  Ma.lain.'  .!.■  Camps.  "Hut  you  had  well  .•anifd 
^,.u  had  behaved  to  that  poor  man  with  a  hardness  that 
,„,1  a  severer  sallv  tluin  his  partin-  retort.  Ile^  seems 
„,   a  rra.lv  wit  of  his  own:  and  "//•  /■//  <t,ni  chnnrr    Mon- 

,1    .!,■    Sallenauv.'   had   jjiveii    you^^  any    information,   was 
,  r  nrat  under  the  cireumstanees." 

What   IS  to  be  .l.-ne?-  said  her  friend;  "the  day  began 
r.  ;  all  the  rest  is  to  match."' 

••What  about  the  letter?" 

•li  IS  heartbreaking.— Uoad  it." 

••\I\I)vme"  (Sallenaiive  wrote) —"I  succeeded  in  overtak- 
nv  l.nrd  Lewin  a  few  leagues  beyond  Paris— he  is  the  Eng- 
li-i.nan  of  whom  1  spoke  to  you.  and  Provid.-nce  sent  him  to 
.p.r.  us  a  terrible  catastrophe.     Possosed  <.f  a  large  fortune, 
hp   like  manv  of  his  countrymen,  is  liable  to  attacks  of  Ue- 
pn-inn.  and  onlv  his  strength  of  mind  has  saved  him  froin 
th..  worst  results  of  the  malady.      His  inditlVr.'nce  t..  life  and 
,h,  ,ool  stoicism  with  which  he  speaks  of  voluntary  death, 
wu,  hiin  at  Florence,  where  they  met.  our  unhajipy  friends 
cnP'Mrnce.     Lord  Lewin.  who  is  interested  in  the  study  of 
V.!.  ...,.,it  emotions,  is  intimately  acquainted  with  Dr.  LI  is, 
a  ph.-uian  famous  for  'us  treatment  of  the  insane,  and  his 
I..r.M,m  has  often  spent  some  weeks  at  the  Hanwell  Asylum 
for  Lunatics  in   Muldlesex.     It  is  one  of  the  best  managed 
a^^^:mH  in  England,  and  Dr.  Ellis  is  at  the  head  of  it. 

■••l...nl  Lewin.  on  arriving  at  Ville-d'Avray.  at  once  dis- 
<o-,,!  in  Mane-(ia>ton  the  early  symptoms  of  acute  mama. 
r^  -1,  nut  vet  ol)vious  to  superficial  observers,  they  did  not 
.  -  , ::"  Lord  i.ewin's  practise.l  eye.  'He  picked  and  lioarded,' 
~>  ;  .:.■.  in  -peaking  of  our  poor  friend;  that  is  to  say,  as  they 
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walked  alinui  ih.  |urk  Man.' <iii~l"ii  wuM  pu'k  u|>  -u.h 
rulihisli  as  .-tr.iv^-.  old  hit-  <>(  \>A\>rr.  and  rv.'ii  nisty  iiaiN, 
puttint:  thriM  ,  iiicfiillv  iM  Ins  iHM  k.  I  ;  ,iiid  tin-,  i1  vmld  mvhi, 
is  a  sviiiptMiii  I'.iniiiiar  In  tlm-c  who  liii\r  >tiidi.'d  tin-  iiro;;r('jS 
of  iiH'iital  di-a-r.  'I'lirii.  hy  ivriirrin^'  to  tli'-  di-cii.-MH^ 
tlit'V  had  hrhl  at  I' lorrnc"'.  I-onl  Lfwiii  had  iio  diniciilty  in 
disrov.Tiiii:  hi>  .-..  ri't  |iuriM,>c  of  killiii;:  hitux-lf.  H.Ih'Viih; 
that  hi-  wiff  viHli'd  him  fMTy  cvfiiin;:.  tli.'  poor  fellow  h.i«l 
dcteniiiiH'd— oil  tin-  very  ni.Ldit  of  your  little  darico-rto  follow 
his  ad<.re.|  I.ouise.  as  jie  said.  So,  yon  see.  my  fears  wcro 
not  e.\a^';.'erated.  Imt  wire  the  (Miteome  of  ail  instiiH't. 

"f,onl   i.euiii.   irisleail  of  opposing,'  his  resolution.  atTectcd 
to  participate  in  it. 

"  'ilut  men  Ilk-  lis.'  said  he.  'oii^ht  not  to  die  in  any  vulgar 
way.  and  there  is  a  mode  of  death  of  which  I  had  thought 
for  mvself.  and  which  I  propo>e  that  we  should  seek  in  cem- 
n,on._L|„  South  .\merica,  not  far  from  Tara^Miay.  tlure  ii^ 
one  of  the  most  tremendous  cataracts  in  the  world,  known  a- 
the  Falls  of  (;;iyra.  The  spray  that  ri-es  from  the  al»vss  is  t.. 
be  seen  for  nianv  leaj,nies.  and  reth'(ts  se\en  rainhows.  A 
vast  volume  of  water.  si)rcadin,ir  over  a  hreadth  of  more  th.ui 
twelve  thousand  feet,  is  suddi-nly  pent  up  in  a  narrow  channel, 
and  falls  into  a  ^'ulf  helow  with  a  souml  more  deafening  than 
a  hundred  thiindercla]is  at  once.— That  is  where  I  have  al- 
ways dreamed  of  dyinjr." 

"'Let  us  he  o|f,"  said  Marie-(  iaston. 

"  "This  verv  nuniite,"  said  l.ord  l.ewin.  'Pack  your  thin;:-: 
we  will  sail  from  Kn^.'land.  and  he  there  in  a  few  weeks." 

"And  in  this  way.  inadame.  the  clever  foroifriier  succeodeil 
in  putting,'  'uir  friend  off  from  liis  dreadful  purpose.  As  you 
may  understand,  ho  is  taking  him  to  Kn<,dand  to  place  bun 
in  Dr  Ellis'  care,  since  lu — Lord  Lcwiii  says — has  not  his 
match  in  I''urope  for  treatinir  the  very  sad  case  that  is  to  !»■ 
confided  to  him.  If  I  had  heen  present.  I  >hould  have  con- 
curred entirelv  in  this  arranp'tnent.  which  has  this  ad- 
vanta,ye.  that  in  the  event  of  Ins  recovery  our  friend's  attack 
will  remain  unknown. 
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see  that  he  had  recovered  liis  visual  looks,  and  she  was  about 
to  congratulate  liini,  wlien  lie  i^jwke  first. 

"Who  is  the  man  of  very  shabby  appearance,"  asked  Mon- 
sieui  do  ri-Zstoradc,  ''whoni  I  found  speaking  to  Xa'is  on  the 

stairs?" 

As  his  wife  did  not  seem  to  know  what  he  was  talking 
about,  he  went  on.  ".V  man  very  mucli  marked  by  the  small- 
po.x,  with  a  ^L^-easy  lint  and  a  brown  overcoat?" 

"Oh!"  said  Madame  de  Camps  to  her  friend,  "our  visitor! 
Xais  could  not  resist  the  opportunity  of  talking  about  her 
idol." 

"But  who  is  the  man?" 

"Is  not  his  name  Jacques  Bricheteau?"  said  the  Countess, 
"a  friend  of  Monsieur  de  Sallenauve"s." 

Seeing  a  cloud  fall  on  her  husband's  countenance,  ^ladame 
de  TEsforade  hurriedly  explained  the  two  o.-jccts  of  the 
organist's  visit,  and  she  gave  the  Member's  letter  to  Mon- 
sieur de  I'Estorade. 

While  he  was  reading  it: 

"lie  seems  better,  do  you  think?"  the  Couuit,  asked  Mon- 
Bieur  de  Camps. 

"Oh,  he  is  perfectly  right  again,"  said  the  ironmaster. 
"There  is  not  a  sign  of  what  we  saw  this  morning.  He  liad 
worried  himself  over  his  work;  exercise  has  done  him  good; 
and  yet  it  is  to  be  observed  that  he  had  an  unpleasant  shock 
just  now  at  the  Minister's." 

"Whv,  what  happened?"  asked  Madame  de  I'Estorade. 
'Toiir  friend  :Monsieur  de  Sallenauve's  business  seems  to 
be  in  a  had  way." 

"Tliank  voufor  nothing!"  said  Monsieur  de  I'Estorade, 
returning  the  letter  to  his  wife.  "I  shall  certainly  not  do 
anvthing  he  asks  me." 

"Then  have  you  heard  anything  against  him?"  said  she, 
trying  to  appear  perfectly  indiiTerent  as  sh.e  asked  the  ques- 
tion. 

"Yes;  Kastignac  told  me  that  he  had  letters  from  Arcis; 
some  very  awkward  discoveries  have  been  made  there." 
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••Wrll,  what  did  1  tell  you?"  cried  Madame  de  TEstorade. 

"What  did  you  tell  me?" 

-Tn  be  sure.  Did  I  not  give  you  a  hint  some  time  ago 
thii;  Monsieur  de  Sallenauve  was  a  man  to  bo  let  drop?  Those 
w.rr  the  very  words  I  used,  as  I  happen  to  remember." 


;ut  was  it  I  who  brought  him  here?" 


•Vnu  can  hardly  say  that  it  was  I.— Only  just  now,  before 
Ki,,wiiig  anything  of  the  distressing  facts  you  have  just 
It-anitd,  I  was  speaking  to  Madame  de  Camps  of  another  rea- 
-,,!i  wliich  should  make  us  an.xious  to  put  an  end  to  the  ac- 
(juaaiiance." 

-Very  true,"  said  Madame  de  Camps.  "Your  wife,  but  a 
immite'ago,  was  talking  of  the  sort  of  frenzy  that  possesses 
N'li^  with  regard  to  her  preserver,  and  she  foresaw  great 
diilii  uhies  in  the  future." 

•it  is  an  unsatisfactory  connection  in  every  way,"  said 
M'ln.-ifur  de  I'E.storade. 

•it  seems  to  me,"  said  Monsieur  de  Camps,  who  was  not 
b.huiil  the  scenes,  "that  you  are  rather  in  a  hurry.  Some 
ii.iii!inimising  discoveries  are  said  to  have  been  made  with 
nfrniue  to  Monsieur  de  Sallenauve^ but  what  is  the  value  of 

tlH- 
h, 


■r  discoveries?     Wait  before  you  hang  him,  at  least  till 

a-  lu'en  tried." 

•Mv  husband  can  do  what  he  thinks  proper,"  said  the 
('niii.tos.  "For  my  part,  I  do  not  hesitate  to  throw  him 
ovt!  at  once.  My  friends,  like  Caesar's  wife,  must  be  above 
su-pi(ai)n."" 

"Thf  awkward  thing,"  said  Monsieur  de  I'Estorade,  "is 
I'nat  '.VI-  are  under  such  an  annoying  obligation  to  him " 

-\\\u.  really,"  exclaimed  Madame  de  I'Estorade,  "if  a  con- 
vut  !  ad  saved  my  life,  should  I  be  obliged  to  receive  him  in 
mv  'i rawing- room?" 

imiied,  my  dear,  you  are  going  too  far,"  said  Madame 
di'  t  amps. 

"Wrll.  well,"  said  Monsieur  de  I'Estorade.  "there  is  no 
•x'.\^\nn  to  raise  a  scandal;  things  must  be  allowed  to  take 
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their  course.     The  dear  man  is  ahroad  now;  who  knows  if 
lie  will  ever  come  baek?" 

-What,  iie  has  lied  at  a  mere  rumor?     said  Monsieur  de 

-Not  precisely  on  that  account,"  rcplud  the  Count.     "He 
had  a  iiretc.\i--liul  once  out  of  Franc 

••  \s  to  that  conclusion,"  said  .Madame  .le  1  ll^lorade,  'i  do 
not  for  a  moment  believe  in  it.  His  pivtcxt  is  a  good  reason 
and  a<  s-.un  as  he  hears  fn.m  his  frie:ul  the  .n'ganisl  he  will 
hurrv  hack  S-.,  mv  dear,  vou  must  take  your  courage  in  Iwth 
hands  and  cut  tin-  intimacy  short  at  a  hh)W  if  you  do  not  in- 
tend it  to  continue." 

"And  that  is  really  your  meaning?  said  Monsieur  de 
I'Esiorade,  looking  keenly  at  his  wife. 

■'1  v_i  ^-ould  write  to  him  without  any  sort  of  ceremony, 
and  tell  him  that  he  will  oblige  us  by  calling  h..-re  no  more. 
At  the  same  time,  as  it  is  a  little  diilicultto  write  such  a 
letter,  we  will  concoct  it  together  if  you  hke.  ' 


'We  will  see.""  said  lier  hust)and.  beami 


nsj  at  the  sugges- 


tion •  "the  house  is  not  falling  yet.  The  most  pressing  matter 
at  the  moment  is  the  Hower-show  we  are  to  go  to  together. 
It  closes,  I  think,  at  four  o'clock,  and  we  have  but  an  hour 

before  us."  ,   ,    ,        ^r   i     „ 

Madame  de  TEstorade,  who  had  dressed  before  Madame 

de  Camps"  arrival,  rang  for  the  maid  to  bring  her  bonnet 

and  shawl. 

As  she  was  putting  them  on  in  front  of  a  glass: 

"Then  you  really  love  me,  Kenee?"  said  her  husband  in 

her  ear.  .     ,    ,         •  ■       v,  • 

"Can  you  be  so  silly  as  to  ask?"  replied  she,  giving  him 

her  most  affectionate  look. 

"Well,  I  have  a  confe'ssion  to  make  to  you— I  read  the 
letter  Philippe  brought." 

"Then  I  am  no  longer  surprised  at  the  change  that  came 
over  vou.  I  too  must  tell  you  something.  When  I  proposed 
that  w<>  should  concoct  Monsieur  de  Sallenauve's  dismissal 
between  us,  I  had  alreadv  written  it— directly  after  you  went 
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nut ;  aiifl  you  can  take  it  out  of  my  blotting-book  and  poht  it 
if  VI  II  think  it  will  do." 

{.Hiitf  k'sidt'  hinisolf  with  joy  at  finding  that  his  hypo- 
tiitti.al  successor  had  boon  so  ininu'diately  sacrificed,  Mon- 
ju'ur  (If  TEstorade  throw  his  arms  round  his  wife  and  kissed 
her  ctfiisivcly. 

■•\\r!l  done!"  cried  Monsieur  de  Camps.  "This  is  better 
than  this  morning  1" 

•Tins  morning  1  was  a  fool,"  said  the  C.iunt,  as  he  turned 
nvir  tlio  blotting-book  to  find  the  letter,  which  he  might  have 
takr;;  his  wife's  word  for. 

"Sav  no  more,"  said  Madame  de  Camps  in  an  undertone 
to  ii.  r  husband.  "I  will  explain  all  this  pother  to  you  pres- 
ent iy.'" 

Younger  again  by  ten  years,  the  Count  offered  his  arm  to 
M  I'lanif  de  Camps,  while  his  wife  took  the  ironmaster  s. 

'And  Nais?"  said  Mon.qeur  de  TEstorade,  seeing  the  little 
p;rl  looking  forlorn  as  they  went.     "Is  not  she  coming  too?" 
"No,"  said  her  mother;  "I  am  not  pleased  with  her." 
"Pooh!"'  said  the  father.  "I  proclaim  an  amnesty. — Run 
nnd  put  your  bonnet  on."  he  added  to  the  child. 

.\ai-  looked  at  her  mother  for  the  ratification  which  she 
th"iiL'!ii  necessary  under  the  hierarchy  of  power  as  it  existed 
in  t!  f  I'Estorade  household. 
"Co,"  said  the  Countcr-s.  "since  your  father  wishes  it." 
Wb.ile  they  waited  for  the  little  girl: 

"To  whom  are  you  writing,  Lucas?"  asked  the  Count  of  the 
ni;in--t'rvant,  who  had  begun  a  letter  on  the  table  by  which 
he-!,io,]. 

"T  .  my  son,"  said  Lucas,  "who  is  very  anxious  to  get  his 
pfT^'''anl"s  stripes.  I  am  telling  him  tliat  you  prnmiscd  me  a 
nn'..  !  )  his  colonel.  Monsieur  le  Comic." 

"!'  rfoctly  true,  on  my  honor;  and  1  had  (piito  forgotten 
It,  Remind  me  to-morrow  morning:  1  will  writi'  it  the  first 
t!v;;j  wticn  T  get  up." 

"You  are  very  good,  sir " 

'Ti-re,"  said  Monsieur  de  I'Estorade.  putting  his  fingers 
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in  liKs  waij-teoat  pocket  and  taking  out  three  gold  pieces,  ''send 
those  to  the  corporal  from  me.  and  tell  him  to  get  his  men 
to  drink  to  his  stripes." 

Lucas  was  amazed;  he  had  nevt  known  his  master  so 
genial  and  lii)eral. 

When  Nais  was  ready,  Madame  de  rFs!orade.  proud  of  hav- 
ing had  the  courage  to  leave  her  in  disg  .e  for  half  an  tuuir. 
luiggcd  her  as  if  she  had  not  seen  her  for  two  years ;  then  they 
all  'set  out  for  the  Luxemhourg,  where  the  Horticultural 
Society  at  that  time  held  its  shows. 

Towarus  the  end  of  the  interview  which  Monsieur  Octavf 
de  ('am|)s.  under  the  auspices  of  Monsieur  de  TEstoradi, 
had  at  la>t  heen  able  to  get  with  Rastignae,  the  Mini>ter'5 
usher  ]:ad  come  in  to  give  him  the  cards  of  Monsieur  le  Pro- 
cureur-General  Vinet  and  Monsieur  Maxime  de  Trailles. 

"Very  well,"  said  the  Minister.  "Tell  tlie  gentlemen  I 
will  see  them  in  a  few  minutes." 

Soon  after,  the  ironmaster  and  Monsieur  de  I'Estorade  rose 
to  leave ;  and  it  was  then  that  Rastignae  had  briefly  told  ihu 
Count  of  the  danger  looming  on  the  parliamentary  horizon 
of  his  friend  Salienauve.  At  the  word  "friend,"  Mousirar 
de  I'Estorade  had  protested, 

"I  do  not  know,  my  dear  Minister,"  said  he.  "why  you 
persist  in  giving  that  name  to  a  man  who  is  really  no  laori- 
than  an  acquaintance,  I  might  say  a  provisional  acquaintamr, 
if  the  reports  you  have  mentioned  should  prove  to  have  any 
found;.Jon." 

"I  am  delighted  to  hear  you  say  so,"'  replied  Rastignae. 
"For  in  the  thick  of  the  hostilities  which  seem  likely  to  ari.-e 
between  that  gentleman  ami  our  side,  I  confess  that  the  warm 
feeling  I  imagined  you  to  have  towards  him  would  somewhat 
have  fettered  me." 

"I  am  grateful  for  your  consideration."  replied  the  Count: 
"but  pray  understand  that  I  give  you  a  free  hand.  It^  i-'  n 
matter  entirelv  at  your  discretion  to  treat  Monsieur  de  Salle- 
nauve  as  a  political  foe,  without  any  fear  that  the  blows  you 
deal  him  will  at  all  hurt  me." 
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Th.-rpupori  tlicy  left,  and  Mcssieur..  Vinet  and  de  Trailles 
h,M  linn  shown  in. 

\  im-I,  the  Attorney-General,  and  father  of  Olivier  Vinet, 
vh.iiii  tiie  reader  already  knows,  was  one  of  the  warmest 
Hmiiiiu'iTis  and  most  welcome  advisers  of  the  existing  Uovern- 
rii.Mt.  Designate  as  the  Minister  of  .Justice  at  the  next 
-h-miiDg  of  the  Cabinet,  he  was  behind  the  scenes  of  every 
aini^-uous  situation  :  and  in  every  secret  job  nothing  was  con- 
,..,!, MJ  without  his  co-operation,  in  the  plot  at  least,  if  not 
i!i  t!ic  doing. 

Tile  electoral  affairs  of  Arcis  had  a  twofold  claim  on  his 
M.t.rference:  First,  because  his  son  held  a  position  among 
!h>-  lti:al  magnates  of  the  town;  secondly,  because  as  con- 
:,,,•.. 1  through  his  wife  with  the  Chargebnnifs  of  la  Brie,  the 
('■r.i-t'ygnes  of  Champagne  being  a  younger  branch  of  that 
family,'  this  aristocratic  alliance  made  him  think  it  a  point 
n\  iinn.-r  to  assert  his  importance  in  both  districts,  and  never 
lo  n,.--s  a  chance  of  interfering  in  their  affairs. 

S(i,  that  morning,  when  Monsieur  de  Trailles  had  called 
-n  !lie  Minister  armed  with  a  letter  from  Madame  Beau- 
v;-;ii:.'.  full  of  compromising  scandal  concerning  the  new 
Mi'i;.l»jr  for  Arcis: 

•I'md  Vinet,  as  coming  from  me,"  said  Rastignae,  without 
!l^•.  aiiig  to  any  explanations,  "and  try  to  bring  him  here  as 
-I'l-n  as  possible."' 

A'  Maxime'.s  bidding — who  offered  to  fetch  him  in  his 
;i,rri.im' — Vinet  was  quite  ready  to  go  to  Rastignae;  and  now 
•hat  he  has  made  his  way  to  the  Minister's  private  room,  we 
-hai!  he  better  informed  as  to  the  danger  hanging  over  Salle- 
n.i;..  -  head,  of  which  Jacques  Bricheteau  and  Monsieur  de 
iK-i-rade  have  given  us  but  a  slight  idea. 

"Tlion  you  mean,  my  dear  friends,"  said  the  Minister  as 

-        i-  tliey  had  settled  to  their  talk,  "that  we  may  get  some 

:  -n  this  political  purist! — I  met  him  yesterday  at  TEsto- 

:    ■.  and  he  struck  me  as  most  undauntedly  hostile." 

''   '  iiue,  whose  presence  was  in  no  sense  otiicial,  knew  better 

'  ■  answer  this  remark.     Vinet,  on  the  contrary,  almost 


'  1 
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insolently  conscious  of  his  polilical  importance,  Public  Pros- 
ecutor a^  lu'  was  liad  too  nuich  of  the  advocate  in  his  com- 
position  to  miss  a  chance  of  speaking. 

''When,  onlv  this  morning,  monsieur"— and  he  bowed  to 
Maxinie— "(lid  mr  the  honor  to  communicate  to  me  a  letter 
he  had  received  from  Madame  Heauvisage,  I  had  just  had 
one  from  my  son,  in  which  he  gave  me,  with  slight  variations, 
the  same  information.  1  agree  with  him  that  the  matter 
looks  ugly  for  our  adversary— but  it  will  need  nice  manaj^e- 

nient." 

"1  really  hardly  know  what  the  matter  is,"  said  the  Minis- 
ter. ".Vs  I  particularly  wished  for  your  opinion  on  the  case, 
my  dear  Vinct.  1  begged  Monsieur' do  Trailles  to  postpone 
the  details  till  we  were  all  three  together. 

This  was  authorizing  Maxime  to  ])roceed  with  the  narrative, 
but  Vinet  again  seized  the  opportunity  for  hearing  his  own 

voice. 

"This,"  said  he,  "is  what  my  son  Olivier  writes  to  me, 
confirming  Madame  Beauvisage's  letter— she,  1  may  say  in- 
cideiitallv",  would  have  made  a  famous  Member  of  Parliarr.ont, 
my  dear"  sir.— On  a  market  day  not  long  since,  Pigoult  the 
notary,  who  has  the  inanagenuMit  of  all  the  new   Member', 
business   matters,   receiv.d  a   visit,   it   would   seem,   from  a 
peasant  woman   from  H(miilly.  a  large  village  not  far  from 
Arcis.     To  hear  the  Manpiis  de  Sallcnauve.  who  has  so  sud- 
denly reappeared,  vou  would  think  that  he  was  the  only  ex- 
isting scion  of  the  Sallenauve  family  ;  but  this  did  not  prevent 
this  woman  from  displaying  some  papers  in  due  form,  prov- 
ing that  she  too  is  a  living  Sallenauve.  in  the  direct  line, 
and  related  nearly  enough  to  claim  her  part  in  any  heritable 
property." 

"Well,"'  said  Kastiguac,  "Inil  did  she  know  no  more  of  the 
?klar(iuis'  existence  than  he  knew  of  hers?" 

••Tbiit  .lid  not  plainly  appear  from  her  statements,"  said 
Vinet :  "1)111  that  very  confusion  seems  to  me  most  convincing, 
for.  as  vou  know,  between  relations  in  such  dilferent  pusitious 
great  ditlieullies  are  apt  to  ari^e." 
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■Kindly  proceed  with  the  Ftory."  said  the  Ministor.     "Bc- 


ilnnviiig  eonrlusKnis-. 


we  inu>t    iK'iir  tlic   fad^ — tlioii^li, 
,,,11  k!ir,u-  hy  experinioi',  that   is  not   thr  invariahlc  [)rac- 
i!i  Parliawient." 
■\ni  always  to  the  dissatisfaction  of  ihe  MiniMirs."'  said 

vMii.'.  ia\if:!  injj. 

■MmiMcur  i^  rijrht."  said  Vir.et ;  "all  hail  to  a  .-ucccssful 

,i.i|,,r:— Rut  to  return  to  our  peasant  wmnaii.  wlio.  in  con- 


.(Xjl|i''lri 


of  the  ruin  of  the  Sallenauvc  family.  ha>  fallen  into 
.vtTty  and  a  station  far  beneath  luT  hirtli  ;  ^he  first 
;,,,;„  nvd  as  a  petitioner  for  money,  and  it  seem-  prol)aiiIr  that 
;,r.iii;it   and    liberal   generosity   would   have   kept    her  quiet. 
B!;t  it  is  also  likely  that  she  was  but  ill  pleased  by  Maitre 
Aciiillc  Pigoulfs  recey)tion  of  her  demands;  for  on  leaving 
hi-  >.!lire  she  went  to  the  market  square,  and  seconded  by  a 
I,,  ;.'!i!'or.  a  huvver  from  the  village,  who  had  eonu  with  her, 
sh.'li-l'urd.'ned  herself  of  various  statements  relating  to  my 
h;>:hlv-rsteemed  fellow-member  which  were  not  very  ilatter- 
in!r  !'i  his  character ;  declaring  that  the  Marquis  de  Sall.mauve 
w:!-  not  his  father;  and  again,  that  there  was  no  Marquis  de 
Sall-nauve  in  existence.     And  at   any  rate,  she  concluded. 
this  iirwly-made  Sallenauve  was  n  heartless  wretch  who  would 
hav.'  nothing  to  say  to  his  relations.     But.  she  added,  she 
fould  make  him  disgorge,  and,  with  the  help  of  the  clever  man 
wh  -  had  come  with  her  to  support  her  by  his  advice.  Monsieur 
If  It.'pute  might  be  sure  that  they  'would  make  him  jump 
to  another  tune.'  " 

•i  have  not  the  slightest  objection,"  said  Kastignac.  ''But 
thi'  woman  has,  I  suppose,  some  proof  in  support  of  her  state- 
mi-rits?" 

•  Tliat  is  the  weak  point  of  the  matter,"  replied  Vinet. 
"Riit  let  me  go  on. — At  Arcis,  my  dear  sir,  the  (Jovernment 
h;!s  a  remarkably  devoted  and  intelligent  servant  in  the  head 
r.f  \\v  police.  Moving  about  among  the  people,  which  is  his 
pn-tice  on  market-days,  he  picked  up  some  of  the  woman's 
VK  !'.„.;  remarks,  and  going  otT  at  once  to  lh.'  Mavor's  house, 
h"  i-ked  to  see.  not  th-^  Mayor  himself,  but  Madame  Beaii- 
vl^ago,  to  whom  he  told  what  was  going  on." 


I 


■  II 
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'■Then  is  tli(>  camlidatt'  whom  >o\i  had  choson  for  a  crown- 
iiif,'  troat  a  perffct   i.li.it?"  Uasti^'iiac  asked  Ma\inu\ 

"Tlic  wrv  man  vuu  waiitnl,"  replied  Monsieur  de  Traillo?, 


iinheeile  to  a  de;;ree 


There  is  nothing'  I  woukl  not  (!'>  to 


rever.-e  tliis  vexatimi.-;  defeat.  ' 

"Madame  Beau\  isafje."  \'inet  went  on,  "at  once  th-iiirht 
she  would  like  to  talk  to  this  woman  of  the  ready  ton>:ue;  iind 
to  get  hold  of  her,  it  was  not  a  had  idea  to  de^ire  (iro>lier.  the 
police  serp'ant.  to  go  and  fetch  her  with  a  sternly  threatening 
air.  as  if'the  authorities  d;>api)roved  of  her  levity  in  using 
such  language  with  regard  to  a  member  of  the  National  Cham- 
ber, and'^to  iiring  her  forthwith  to  the  Mayor's  house." 

''And  it  was  Madame  Beauvisage,  you  say,  who  suggested 
this  method  of  procedure?"  said  Kastignac. 

''Oh  ves,  she  is  a  very  capable  woman,"  said  Maxime. 
"Driven  hard,"  continued  the  speaker,  "by  Madame  the 
Mayoress,  who  took  care  to  secure  her  husband's  presence  at 
the  cross-examination,  the  woman  proved  to  be  anything 
rather  than  coherent.  How  she  had  ascertained  that  the 
Member  could  not  be  the  Mar.|uis"  son  ;  and  her  confident  as- 
sertion, on  the  other  hand,  that  the  Mar<|uis  did  not  evpn 
exist,  were  not  bv  anv  means  conclusively  proved.  Hearsay, 
vague  reports,  inference?  drawn  by  her  village  attorney  were 
the  best  of  the  evidence  she  could  bring." 

"Well,  then,"  said  Rastignac,  'Svhat  is  the  upshot  of  it 

all  ?" 

"Nil  from  the  legal  point  of  view."  replied  Vinet.  "For 
even  if  the  woman  cordd  prove  that  it  is  a  mere  whim  "u  the 
part  of  the  Marquis  de  Sallenauve  to  recognize  the  man  Dor- 
lan"-e  as  his  son.  she  would  have  no  ground  for  an  aciion  in 
disproof.  According  to  section  r,39  of  the  Civil  Code,  a  posi- 
tive and  congenital  right  alone  can  give  grounds  for  disput- 
ing the  recognition  of  a  natural  child;  in  other  words,  there 
must  be  a  direct  claim  on  the  property  in  which  ^the  child 
whose  birth  is  disputed  is  enabled  to  claim  a  share." 

"Your  balloon  collapsed  !"  observed  the  Minister. 

"Whereas,  on  the  other  hand,  if  the  good  woman  chooses 
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t„  ,i;-[,iiU'  tlu'  fxi.-toiu'o  of  iIk-   Mar4Ui>  (U-  Sallciuiiivc,  ^lR• 
^^,,::,1  .liMiiluTit  hcrsflf,  siiur  ^lic  crrtaiiily  ha>  H'.  <  Inin  nu 
;},,., -i.ilr  of  a  man  \\\\n  wuld  \.\\<-n  \n'  no  n'laliuii  ..I   Iht.- ; 
l„. ,!,  -    II   is  ihf  (liitv  of  tlu'  crown,  and  not   li.  r  pari  al  all, 
,„[„',.,'.  ui..  for  Ih.'  assiiinpiion  of  a  fa!..-  i.lriility  ;  llic  utmost 
.i„  ,mu..|  .lo  would  hr  to  hnn;,^  llir  charut'." 
'  ■•Ui.iKc   vol!  conclude':''   said    l{aMi>,Miac.   with   the  sharp 
i,r,v    v  ulucii  warns  a  too  ditl'usc  talker  lo  ahridj^c  his  story. 
■•\\!„n.v   1   conchide,   legally  speakm-,  that   tins   KomiUy 
Nil-., III.  hv  takiii.Lr  up  either  charjre  as  the  basis  for  an  action, 
Iniii.l  iliid  it  a  i.ad  ^peculation,  since  in  one  case  she  must 
,l,\;,.ii^|v  lose,  and  in  the  other— whicii.  in  fact,  she  cannot 
,,,,,  1,,  iiig— >he  would  iivi  nothing,'  out  of  it.     But,  politically 
-iH.ikiiiu'.  It  is  (|iiite  another  story." 

'■•1.,  I  us  .-ee  the  jjolitical  side  then,"  said  Rastignac;  "for, 
J,,  t'.ii,  I  can  make  nothing  of  it." 

•In   ihe  first   ]ilace,"   replied  the  huvyer,  "you   will   agree 
wiii:  me  tliat  it  is  always  j)ossihIe  to  fight  a  had  case?" 
•■('.•ri.iinly." 

••\;:.l.  then,  I  do  not  sujtjiose  that  you  would  care  whether 
til-  v^niiian  fights  an  action  which  would  only  end  in  her  hav- 
irii:  i'<  ]>-A\  a  lawyer's  bill." 
"N^.;  i   confess  it   is  a  matter  to  me  of  perfect   inditTer- 

■■\:A  if  you  liad  cared.  '  >hould,  all  the  same,  have  advised 
v.::  •  .  Id  matters  take  their  course;  for  the  Beauvisages  have 

t  to  I'aris  for  tlH3 


•1  a 


ken  all  the  costs,  incliuhng  a  visi 
nd  her  legal  adviser 


wt 


■11 the  action  i)rought,  wliat  comes  of  it?"  said 

-;_'iiac,  anxious  to  end. 

•W  iiat  comes  of  it  ?"  cried  the  lawyer,  warming  to  the 
•  III.  "Why,  evervtliing  you  can  iranage  to  make  of  it. 
!    i'  re  it  is  argued,  you  can  work  uj)  comments  in  the  i 


:ia- 


d  insinuations  from  your  trienc 


is. — What  comes  of  it 


Uli: 


utmost  discredit  for  our  antagon 


ist,  if  he  is  sus- 


>f  liaving  assumed  a   name 


lie  has  no  right   to. — 


i     \i 
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Wliaf  ((iiiit^  <>r  II  '     \\li\.  an  (i|iiMirtuiul_v  for  a  fultiii 
sprccli   ill   the  ChaiiilMi 


natiUL' 


•\Vh 


ICll      \Mll,      no     I 


imihi.  Will  iiiidrrtakt 


i-k((l  Ua.'tiir 


j,'nai'. 


"Oh,  I  .!()  not  know.     Tlu'  ca^'  iiiii-t  !»■  tlion,ii>,rlil_v  >Hi.lif.i, 
I  niurt  M'f  uiiat  turn  it  is  likcl_\   to  take. 

t,"  the   MiinstiT  oli-crvcd.  "it   i^  all 


lull   tor  till'  nioini'ii 


ndiucd   ti'  an   application,   hit   or   i 
thcorv  of  caluninv- 


ni.-.-,  o 


f    HaMlf's   f;i 


and  that   sonict 


-thai  It  IS  always  \\i 
\\\i\<j  will  i^tick."' 


to  k( 


'p  it  ^tirri'i 


■('a  hi  nun?      Cahininy?"  replied  Vinct.      "'i'liat 


we  -lial 


sec  ;  it  nias   lie  no 


more  than  hone>t  evil-spea! 


mi: 


M 


oMsifur 


de  'Praillrs.  here,  knous  what  went  on  niii>  h  hrtt.T  than  w, 
do.      He  will  tell  you  that  all  throu^di  the  diMri.i  tin-  faihrr'. 
disappearance  as  >oon  a 
liad  tile  very  woi 


s  he  had  Irtrallv  acknow  Icil^rcd 


]niprc.~.-ion 


,-t   elTrci  ;  that   everyhody   retained  a  vagut' 
icatioiis  to  favor  tlie  clrction 


of  tnvsteriou? 


conip 


of  this  man  we  are  talking:  aliout. 

'■You  have  no  iilea.  my  dear  fellow,  what  can  he  got  out 
of  a  lawsuit  elevcrlv   kept    simnierin.LT,  and    in    my   lonir  am! 


•n  miraeli--  wor 


ked 


l\'    -Ur!l 


tiisv  carciT  as  a  pleader  I  have  st 
eans.     A   parliamentary  strugirle   is  (piite  another  nialtor 


III 


There  ])roof  is  not  nerdcd  ;  you  may  kill  your  i 


ms 


nan  with  ii nth- 
hut   hyjiotheses  and  asseverations   if  you   stick   to  lluMii 
deiiantly  oiioii^di." 

"Well,  to  sum  up,"  said   Ii'astignac,  spcakinj:  a-^  a  man  of 
thod,  "how  do  von  recommend  that  the  alfair  .should  be 


manage 


d: 


'[n   the  first  place,"   nplicd  the  lawyer 


■I    should  allow 


the  lieauvisages — since  thev  have  a   fancy  for  it — to  pa\  all 


the  expenses  of  n;  'ving  the  peasan 


t  woman  and  her  frii'iii; 


and  suhse(inently  the  costs  of  the  aetion. 


•Do  I 


make  anv  o 


hjection?"  said  the  Minister,     "llavi'  I 


either  the  nirht  or  the  means 


•The  case,"  Vinet  went  on.  "must  he  put  into  tlu>  hand? 
.f  a  wilv  and  clever  lawver:  Desroches,  for  instance.  Monsieur 


de  Trailles"  lawver.      He  will  know  how  to  fil 


out  the  bodv  of 


I  case  which,  as  vou 


j"--^tly 


observe,  is  very 


thin. 
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■rtain 


Iv  >hoiil(l  lint  Miv  to  Mipiisii'iir  "If  Traillcs  'I  for- 


\..:ir 


to  allow  aiivliody  voti  pliasi'  to  i-ccun' 


the  MTviros  of 


,lici 


tor."  ■'  said  Ka.'li;,iiiic. 


\vf  want  an  a( 


•Tl.'  I 


;n\    as  a 


Ivoialf  who  can  talk  with  an  air  of 
sacnd  and  juviioiis  thing;  who  will  wax 


it  at  till'  >iiiTf!>titinii>  iiiiri.Lriii 


•^  hv  whiih  a  null,  niav 


,  II,.'  Ill  insini 


latf  hiinsi'lf  witiiin  its  lioly  pah 


•|»,    luclifs  laii   find   your   man;  and   a;,'ain.   the  (iovorn- 
not  likclv  to  liiiidiT  a  pleader  from  talking',  or  from 


lU'  Hi 

l..niL'  II 


an^|iorte<l  with  iiidijinatioii 


15i;!.  Monsieur  le  Ministre,"  Maxime  put  in.  startled  out 


illllIU( 


k'  of  Dassive  attention   hv    l{a>ti>inac's   iiu 


(litTer- 


iion-iiiterfen'nce   all    the   sujiport    to   ho   hnpeil    for 


tV-l!;   th( 


(ioveininent  in  this  stru;.'j,de 


•i   l.nl 


le  Vo 


111  did  not  think  that  we  should  take  up  the  action 


:r  iiu  t\  account  .' 


course  no 


t;  but  we  had  a  riL'ht  to  iinajrine  that  you 


••No.  of 

':'..]  t.iko  Mtme  interest  in  it." 

"Hmu — in  what  way?" 

•  Ihu    can    I    tell?"   .\s   Monsieur   Viiiet    was   savine  just 

,a-t- 
•  in- 


iv  tuck  of  drum  in  the  suhsidizi'd  newspapers 
.iir  supporters  to  spread,  tlie  •io>sip — by  usinjr 


which  men  in  power  always 


have  over  tlie  Bencn. 


Tisaiik  vou  for  iiothin''. 


said  tlie  Minister.     '•When  you 


v.ii!M   lip   set 


lire  the  (iovernnieiit  as  an   acconipliee.  my  dear 


vou    must   have  a    rather   more   solidly   con 


-tructed 


lo  >iiow. 


Your  air  of  business  this  niornin;.'  made  i 


ne 


vmi  rea 


llv  had  a  stron<'  liand.  ami  I  have  troiihli'd  our 


It   friend  the  I'uhlie  rrosecutor. 


will:  know; 


how 


hlLTll 


I  set  on  his  learninir  and  advice;  hut  really  your  ] 


ilot 


-  me  as  too  transitarent.  and  <lie  nn-hes  so  thin  that 
■  M"(>  througli  them  an  inevitable  defeat.  11  i  "ere  a 
iir  and  wanted  to  marry  Mademoir-elle  r.eau\  i.-au'e.  I 
■;!V  I  mi«rht  be  bolder,  so  1   leave  it  to  you  to  carry  ou 

•lion  in  any  way  you  please.     I  will  not  -ay  that  (iovcrn- 

itli  its  best  wishes  ;  but  it 


will  not  watch  your  pro<,'ress  w 

!ilv  will  not  tread  the  path  with  you. 


,1! 


';a; 


:wo 


iiii:  Mi;Miti:u  loic  aihis 


{  ! 

f 
! 

i 
t 


'•Well.  Will,  -aiil  N'in.l,  ImKlcrin;;  M,i\mirV  roply,  uhiii; 
would.  111.  (ioul.i.  ii;i\.'  iM'fii  ii  l'ill«'i"  •»'"•■  '■''>"  -ii!tl"|-iii-  \i. 
takr  ill.'  iii.iil.'r  ml.,  (..urt;  Mi|.|M.Mn,Lr  tliat  lii.'  |MM-iint  «... 
man.  |ii-.iii|.i.i|  l.v  tli.'  I'.caii\  i>a::.'>.  -h..iilcl  .Iriuiuii.-..  lli-  mr 
\\\\n  ua«  iili'iiliti.'ii  iMf.itv  til.'  ii..tarv  a-  l..'iiiK  :i  -pur...!- 
Saili'iiaiiv.'-.  ili.'ii  ill.'  M  nilMf  h  j:iiilty  of  coiispira.  \.  ,ir; 
f..r  ilial   w.'  Iiav.'  Iiini  l..'f..r.'  i!i.'  >uiM'rior  ...iirt." 

"I'liit.  a;:ani,  wIi.t.'  ar.'  \oiir  prooiVr"  a^k.•ll  l!a-ti;,'iiiii. 
"Have  y.Hi  a  -liaijou  of  .■vi.lt'iin'r" 

••^oii  ailiiiilt.il  Ju-t  M.)\v,"  ()l).-('r\iil  Maxiiiu',  "that  a  lia.i 
caM'  may  l.r  f.-ii^'lit  .uit."" 

-A  civil  luiioii.  y.'>:  a  frimiiial  ciiarp'  is  quite  aiL.thcr 
niattiT.  Ami  tin-  wouli!  I.nak  down.  f'T  it  means  di-putii;.' 
llie  validity  of  an  a.  t  .Irawn  u\>  I'V  a  pnlilic  ollleiiil,  and  u!'h- 
out  a  [lar. ".(■!.'  .'1  i)roof.  A  prriiy  [tie..-  of  work!  'I'll.' cib. 
Would  Im'  sitnply  di>niisMil  l.et'on'  it  .am.'  t..  1..'  arfin.-.l  \v. 
court.  If  we  wanted  to  pereli  .nir  eii.'my  on  n  pe.|e>tal  a- 
high  as  the  ...lumn  .)f  duly,  we  e.iuld  n.)l  go  ahmit  it  mop 
('fTectually." 

".So  that   in  your  opinion  tli.Te  is  nothing  to  !).■  .I'.nr'r 

asked  Ma\ime. 

'.]^y  ns—n. .thing. — But  y..n.  my  'h'ar  MaNinio.  wh.i  h;i\. 
no  olVicial  position,  ami  can  at  a  pinch  n<e  your  p:.-t"l  i: 
supp.irt  ..f  the  alla.k  ..n  M.)n>i.'ur  .!.'  Sall.'uauve's  char,,.!. 
there  is  nothing  to  himler  you  fi-..m  trying  y.)ur  huk  iii  \' ■ 

contest." 

^'Y.'s."   said    Maximo   petulantly.   "1    am   a   sort   of  'r-,' 

doftifrr!'  " 

"\ot  at  all;  von  are  a  man  with  an  iii'^timtive  convuti..' 
of  (MTtain  facts  tliat  cannot  he  IcLrallv  |. roved,  and  y.ni  u..- 
not  he  afraid  to  staii.l  at  tin'  jmlgm.'nt  scat  ..f  (!od." 

Monsieur  (\e  Trail!.'<   ro-.'.   .oiisideraldy   annoyed.     Vir.'' 
also  rose,  and  L'ivini:  Ha~tignac  his  haml  as  he  took  leave: 

"1  cannot  deitv."  -ai.l  Ii.'.  'Mhat  your  ton. hut  is  dietat-'d  l' 
great   prud.nce ;' ami   I   will  not   say  but  that  in  your  ji!!. 
I  should  do  the  same." 

"Xo  ill-fe.'ling.  at  any  rate.  Maxime,"  snid  tlie  M"  ■^M'. 

.,^A     \!..v;.i,..    Iw.M-fift    with    iev    (li'^nitv. 
c:::',i     .'t' '     .        ■   - 
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rll-    word    a^'ainst    the    moral    side 

1  a;,'aiii — "1  make 

And    what 


ri;;iit   to   hind<'r  yoii. 


f.cii!  !  ,id  ii.   to  find  with  th-'  snak.- s  vonoin. 


lira 


dlv  i-noujfh:     The  fact  is.  i 


nv  ilea 


That  its  actiou 
r  >ir,  that  tliore 


f  war,  and  it   will  take  all  Desroches' 


-liar,t  tuu'  " 

t  a  f^ood  face  (»n  tin-  business. 
u  vou  Uiink   1  had  Ix'ttcr  see  bin 
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no.  no'.-  >a;d  Viiiet.     "I   may  he  the  man  to  do  the 
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"1  am  k'iivin','  I'ari^  tlii.-  rVfiiing  to  look  after  my  court 
in  tlu-  country  Kd'ore  lli'j  session  o[K'ns. 

"And  the  (I'vifslion  in  llif  Chaniljur  that  you  may  br  cuUud 
upon  to  ask  ?"' 

"Oil.  if  it  is  i;ot  1,  it  v.il!  hv  some  one  else  I  shall  n.'turn 
as  soon  as  possible;  liui  you  will  untler.-tand  tiial  I  mu?t 
set  my  shop  in  order  before  I  eome  away  for  at  least 
five  or  six  months." 

"Then  Hon  royayr,  monsieur,"  said  Maxime  sarcastically, 
and  {larting  from  liiin  at  last. 

Monsieur  de  Trailh'S,  bft  to  himself,  stood  a  little  dis- 
concerted as  he  fancied  that  here  were  two  political  Bert  rands, 
eacli  iiitendiny  that  he  -hould  snatch  the  chestnuts  from  tht 

fire. 

KastignaeV  l)ehavior  especially  nettled  him  when  he  looked 
back  on  their  first  meeting.  .ju>t  twenty  years  ago,  at  Madanu' 
de  Restaud's.  He,  then  already  a  formed  man  holding  the 
sceptre  of  fashion,  and  Ha>tigiKic  a  j'oor  >tiident.  iiot  know- 
ing how  to  enter  or  leave  a  room,  and  di>misM.'d  fn>ni  the 
door  of  that  handsome  house  when  he  called  after  !ii>  first 
visit,  in  the  course  of  whiidi  !»>  had  contriveil  {■■>  cdnuuit  two 
or  three  incongruous  blunders  I — And  now  Rastignac  was  a 
Peer  of  France  and  in  ollice ;  while  he,  Maxime.  no  more 
than  his  tool,  was  obliged  to  listen  with  grounded  arms  when 
he  was  told  that  his  man-traps  were  too  artless,  and  that  if 
he  fancied  them,  he  must  work  them  alone. 

But  this  prostration  was  but  a  lightning  Hash. 

"Well,  then!"   he  said   to  himseii.     '  Ves.    I    will   try  th*' 
fame   single-handed.     Mv  instinct  assures  me  that  there  is 

soi.iething  in  it. 

"What  next !  A  Dorlange.  a  nobodi-,  is  to  keep  me  m 
check.  Conite  Maxime  de  'J'raillv's,  and  make  nu  defeat  a 
step[)ing-stone?  There  are  too  many  dark  places  iii  that 
r..gu.'"s"].ast  lif.>  for  it  not  to  be  possible  sooner  or  later 
to  o]ien  one  to  the  light  of  day " 

"To  the  lawyer'.s"  said  lie  to  the  coachman  as  he  opened 
his  carriage  door. 
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Ar.'l  ^^luTi  he  was  coiiif()i-t!il)l.v  sciitt'd  on  the  cushionp: 
•■Alter  all,  if  I  cannot  succeed  in  ovcrlhrowinf;  this  up- 
.■;,,;.  1  will  put  niysolf  in  the  way  <>i'  his  insvilti'ii:  nu' ;  I 
^■■:\[  iinvc  the  choifc  of  weapon^,  and  will  llro  lir>t.  I  will 
I;,,  i.riiiT  than  tho  Due  do  Hhc'torr,  my  insolent  friend!  I 
uiii  kill  vnii.  never  fear  I" 

|.    !,i,iv    be   observeil    that    Monsieur    Maxiine    de    Trailles 
:„,,!  i.rii  (piite  upset  by  tho  mere  idea  of  being  taken  for  a 

.■  n.h.tlirrr. 

litMMclies   was  at  home.   an<l    Monsieur   de   Trailles  was 
.!  .."..•  -howii  in  to  his  private  room. 

|i,-iM,hes   was   an   attorney   who,    like    Raphael,   liad   had 
•:  ;■  ,   manners.      Mavin.n  in  the  first   in>tanee  taken  over  an 
:;,  .■  without   a  conneetion,  he  had  left   no  stone  unturned, 
iaki!i_'  everv   case   that   offered,  and    had    found   himself   in 
\,rv  \<nnr  esteem  in  court.     But  he  was  hard-workm,;:.  well 
;;,,';i!  all  the  tricks  and  windings  of  le;.'al  technicalities    an 
a.'mr  nl,~erver  and  keen  reader  of  every  impulse  of  tlie  human 
;,;,i;;   thus   he   had   finally   made   a    very    -rood   connection, 
h;,.!  iiuirried  a  woman  with  a  fine  fortune,  and  had  given  up 
uttif<\£rging   doul)le-dealing  as   soon   as   he  could   make 
av  without  it. 
is;?!t  Dcsroches  was  an  liom^st  attorney  in  good  prac- 
;  that  is  to  say.  he  conducted  his  clients"  business  with 
:in(l  skill:  he  never  would  countenance  any  underhand 
.idinus.  much  less  would  he  have  lent  them  a  hand.     As 
a    fine  bloom  of  delicate  honesty  which  existed  in  Der- 
:i!id  some  other  men  of  that  stamp,  besides  the  impos- 
iiy  of   preserving   it    from   rubbing  ofT   in    the   world   of 

,    ,,,',. ill  which,  as  Monsieur  de  Talleyrand  said.  '"Rusi- 

:.  --  iiiran>  other  people's  money" — it  can  nev'>r  be  the  second 
unent  of  any  life.  The  loss  of  that  <lown  of  the  soul. 
at  of  anvthing  virginal,  is  irreparable;  so  Desrnches 
ide  no  attempt  to  restore  it.  lie  would  have  nothinu' 
lo  what  wa?  ignoble  or  dishonest  ;  hut  the  above-hoard 
allowed  bv  the  Code  of  rrocednre.  the  rec.ignized  sur- 
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prices  ami  villniniis  to  ^teal  a  luanh  on  an  a<lvor?arv,  h.^  wa; 
ready  to  allow. 

TiuMi,   Dcsrochos   was  an   an.j-int:   fcllnw,  h'  liked   l'i""] 
livini::  and,    like   all    men    wlio   are    iiiee-Kinll.v   ahr-nrhed  i,v 
the  iin|>iTi(>tis  demands  (if  !i;ird   thinklnu^  lie   felt   a  cravinL' 
for  lii;;hlv-~i)!(ed  eiijnvment^  H-.alelied  in  iia-te,  and  .-troii^t" 
tlie  palale.     S<>.  wiiile  lie  had  hy  de>:ree>  eleansed  In-  uny> 
as  a    law\cr,   he   was   still   the    favorite   attorney   of   men  df 
]etter>.  arti>l-.  and  actresses,  of  iiojmlar  cnurle.sins  and  diii!iiy 
hohemians  Midi  a-    Ma\ime:  heeaiise  he  wa-  emUenl  te  li\v 
their  life,  all  thoe  i)en|de  attracted  him.  and  all  reli>lied  hi.- 
society.     Their  >lan.ti:  and  wit.  their  rather  lax  moral  view^ 
their  somewhat  piransiiiir  adventures,  their  evpt'dieiits,  thrir 
brave  and  honorahle  toil  — in  short,  all  their  <:realnes>  and  all 
their  mise-.      were  perfectly   understood  hy  him.  and  like  an 
ever-indiil.^eiil    jirovideiuv,    Ik;    gave    them    advice    and    help 
whenever  they  asked  for  tliem. 

P.ut  to  the' end  that  his  serious  and  payin.i;  clients  shnuld 
not  di>eover  what   mii,dit   he  s.miewhat   comproii  'sinir  m  hi- 
intimacv  with  these  .-lieiits  of  his  heart,  he  had  dav>  when 
he   was' the   hw-^hand   and   father— more  espe( -ally    Suiidavs. 
l^arelv  did  lie  fail  to  he  seen  in  his  .piiet    little  carria-e.  in 
tie  i^ois  de  ]5onlo,i:ne.  his  wife  In   his  side— the  larfr<"iie>s  of 
her  fortune  stamped   in  lier  ugliness.     On   the  opposite  -at 
were  the   three  chihlren   in   a   group,  all    unfortunatelv  iik^- 
their  Tiiother.     Thi-^   familv  ])icture.  thesi>   virtuous  Smidav 
iiahits.  were  so  unlike  the  week-day  Desroches.  dining  in  aiiv 
potdiou-e   with  all   tlie  faste-t    men   and   women  of  the  dav. 
that   MataLM,  a  circus-rider,   famous  for  her  fun   and  smart 
savinu'-.  :-aid  that  attorneys  miudit   not  to  he  allowed  to  iil;iv 
su'eh  iinpro])able  pranks,  and  cheat  the  puhlic  by  showing  nt! 
papier-maelie  children. 

Sm  it  was  to  this  relativ(dv  honest  lawyer  that  ^foR-!ellr 
de  Traill. -  had  come  for  advice,  as  he  never  failed  to  do  m 
cverv  more  or  less  ti-ht  place  in  his  career.  Desrorhe-^.  a? 
h;nl  loni:  been  hi-  bahit.  li^eneil  without  inlerruiiting  hnn 
to  the  louiT  statement  of  the  ea-^e  as  it  was  unfolded  to  him. 


THE    MKMB.  K    FOU    AUCIS 


385 


.:::,i;     i 


::,,lu.iinfr  the  scone  that  liml  ju^t  taken  place  at  HastijrnaoV. 

\.  Maxmio  liad  no  sccivts  frnin  tliis  (■ontVs>;)r,  ho  gave  all 

i ;.  r.a-.'iis  for  owin.u  Siillcnamc  an  ill  turn,  and  rrproM-ntfd 

ill  [icrfrct  ci)iivicii(«n.  a^  liavmj:  .-tnlcn  the  naiin'  under 

ii  h,.  would  sit   in  the  Clianil.er.      11 1-  hatred  appeared 

,  Mil,  111  the  li.uht  of  iio-ili\(^  evidence  (d'  a  felony  that  was 

,.!,;!.     |,n,l,,ihl.'   or   po^sihle.      In    tlie   hoii..ni    of   his   heart 

(,-PMlies  had  no  \vi>h  to  undertake  a  cax'  iii   which  he  at 

w  not  the  ^nlalle^t  chance  of  success;  and  his  lax 

diown  in  his  talkin<:  to  his  clieiit  as  if  it  were 

linarv  h-al  matter,  and  in  not  telling'  him  pnint- 

lii>  opinion  <if  an  action  which  was  simply  an  mtrijiue. 

liv    sucli   verhal   con- 
Ih 
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-i\    wa,- 
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I  ill 


iiiiiount   of  wron<;  that   is  done 
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I'm  begin  with,  mv 


dear  sir.""  said  tlio  attorney,  "a  civi 
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far.  she  can  have  no  direct  interest  in  i 
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;  iJiation  of  tlie  opposing  i)arty. 
V-  ■^.  that  is  what  Vinet  said  just  n 
■\-    ti)    a    criminal    ])rosecution. 


ow. 


irmg 


about 


that,    of    course,    you 
bv  h)dging  an   information  of  false  per- 


;I|M|i. 


11. 


)Ut   tliere  are   manv 


't  seemed  in  favor  of  that  course,'"  said  Maximc. 

)bjections  to  this  method  of 
ire.  In  the  first  place,  merely  to  get  the  information 
'.on  i:,ust  have  siuiiethiiig  resembling  prouf;  next,  if 
■  rmation  is  lodged  and  the  Crown  decides  to  prosecute. 
a  verdict  there  must  l)e  far  stronger  evidence  of  the 
and  if.  after  all.  the  crime  were  proved  agairi>t  the 
ied  Maniuis  de  Sallenauve,  how  are  you  to  show  that 
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his  solf-styl<(1   son   i>   in   the 
been  (loc-('iv('(i  In-  an  imiiostor. 
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o\v   IS   tliat 
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am 
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Five  Cmlcs.  '-have  tlie   ki^dne^s  to   read   section    It.")  of  tlh' 
Penal  Code — the  onlv  one  which  >eeiii-  io  lend  an  opeiiinu'tu 


the  action  you  propi 


ise   to    I  in 


U'J:,    and    SCI'    uiietl      '    the    nil.- 


demeanor  we  are  diseiis>iii>;  is  coiiteiuplateil 
Ma.xime  read  aloud  section  1  lo.  as  follows: 


Anv    functionarv    or   pultlie   oHk 
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"Head  to  the  end,"  said   ne-rociie.-. 

"Or  hy  rJtering  or  adding  to  a  r(\irister  (U  any  other  public 
document,  after  it  has  hem  leirally  at  toted  and  sealed,  i? 
liahle  to  penal  servitude  f 


or  iii( 
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onsi'.'ur  I 


le  'I'railles   rolled   the  words   unctui...sly  on  his 


tongue  as  a  loreta 


ste  of  the  fate  in  store  for  ^allenauve 


■Mv  dear  C'<»uiit. 
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thev    never   stmly   a    point   <d'    law  i 
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••Still."'  he  remarked,  "there  inu>t  he  ^oiiiethiiifr  elsowheru 
t,,  ;:::it  •■tTeet?" 

■•Vniliinir  <if  tlie  kind;  take  my  wnrd  for  it  as  a  lawyer; 
•b  ("de  i<  ahsohittdy  silent  nn  that  [inint.'" 

•Ti:'  n  the  crime  wo  should  inform  against  has  the  privilege 

1  r)e>roehes.  "that  its  DUiiishment 
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1  in  Carnot's  Cdrnmcntaries  un  the 

f 


r,/,/r.    two   judgments    delivered    at    Assizes— one   o 
isl  1.  and  the  other  of  April  'ii,  ISIS,  both  coniirmed 


Court  of  Appeal,  whieh  c 


ondemned  certain  individuals 


•ither  functionaries  n^r  pu 


\ ,rr  ni 


',il-c   names   a 


1)1  ic  otlicers  for  assum- 


nd    identit' 


l)U 


t   these   two   verdicts,   ex- 


Uiil:"ll 


a!  in  everv  wav.  an 


rtirUKir  misdemeanor  i? 


lia>ed  on  a  section  in  which  this 
1.  and  it   was 


not  even  ntentione( 


"i: 


■rv  recondite  argumcnl 


that  it  was  brought  to  bear 


:;c    rase: 


So  you  will  uuderstan<l  that  the  ouicome  of 
„  .  action  must  always  be  doubtful,  since,  in  the  absence 
,i;,\   po>itive  rule,  it  i>  impossible  to  say  what  the  judges' 


niav  he, 


-I  Mi!>e<| 


uentlv,  it  is  vour  opiuK 


send  our  countrywoman 
thinsc  to  be  done 


)n,  as  it  is  Uastigmic's.  that 
back  to  " jmillv,  and  that 


,r.    !<  no 

"Tlnre  is  alwavs  so 


•■\\  !:i  II    VoU 

fnii:],',.,  ation    w 


mething  to  be  done,"  replied  Desrochcs, 
know  how  to  set  about  it.     There  is  a  further 


hieh   does  not    S(  ■  ni  to  have 


occurred  to  vou 


\h 


de  Hastitrnae.  or  even 


-leur 


ihat.  anart 


to  Monsieur  Vinet ;  and 


from  the  legal  point,  you  need  authority 


•!i.'  Chamber  before  you  can  pmsecu 
i)odv  in  a  criminal  eourt. 


te  a  member  of  the 


■   -   iilalive 
(■■:[]  is  true 


;aid  Maxim 


but  liow  < 


Iocs  a  further  com- 


m  help  ns  out  of  our  dilli(u!t\ 


Wn 


uld  not  be  sorrv. 


fancv 


■an 


1  the  lawver,  laugh- 


•to 


send  vour  enemv  to  the  hulks! 


i 


^ 
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A  irfoiindrcl,"  >iii(l   Maxiiiu',  with  ;i   droll   twinkh 


WIKJ 


lias  i)crliaps  caur-cil  iiir  Id   lais^  a  j^'ood   iiiarriaj,'^,  wlio  .-.•!> 


up    for    austi-r«'    virtue,   ai 
tricks !"■ 


d   all( 


ows   luni^olt'   sucli   audaciou.- 


'Wc'U  ;   vou    must.    iicvcrthrUss,    put    up    with    S( 


OUlr 


Bh 


owv    revi'iiyi' 


If    vou   (  rcato   a   .-i-andal,   th.row    utUT  ili- 


crodit  on  vour  man — that.  I  sujjpo.-c.  would,  to  some  i-xt 


i-iit. 


acluevo  vour  end 


'No  doubt  ;  half  a  loaf  is  hcttcr  than  no  hrcad 


our  I 


leas  thus   n 


('du(  1(1.  this  is  w 


hat   I   should  a 


llVI-l' 


Do  not    u 


V't'     Vo 


iir   woman   to   briiiir  an  action   a'caiust   il 


gentleman  who  annoys  vmi  so  much,  but  jxet  her  to  pi 
petition  for  authority  to  pro.-ecute  in  the  hands  of  the  V 


Uv  ;l 

ri>i- 


dent  of  the  Chamber.      She  will  most  {)ro 


babl 


V  not  oiitaiii  it. 


and  tile  a 


il'air  will  vi 
11  b. 


ap 


at  that  sta<re ;  but  the  fact 


nl   ttie 


application  will  be  riiino 


)red  in  the  Chamber 


tin 


iai)er>  wi 


11 


ha 


ve  evcrv  riL' 


ht  t 


o  mention  it.  aiul  the  (iovernment  .viU  be 
free,  behind  the  scenes,  to  add  venom  to  the  imputation  l)y 
the  comments  of  its  supporters." 

"rcsic!"  exclaimeil  >Iaxime,  enchanted  at  st'cinir  an  outlet 


for 


his  instincts  ol   aversion. 


vou  are  a  < 


lever  fellow — far 


clev'^:er  than  all  vour  self-stvled  statesmen.      Hut  as  to  this 


petit 


ion  to 


r  lea\e  to  ])ro>ecute,  wlio  can  draw  I'.iat  up 


Xot   I,"  replied  Desroches.  who  diil   not  care  to  po  any 
cr  in  such  dirtv  work.     "Wiiat  vou  want  is  not  a  juchcial 


furth 

doeumen 


lilt  a  weapon,  aiHl  tliat  is  no  pa 


rt  of 


mv  husmoss. 


But   there  are   dozens  of  attorneys   without   clients   who  an 


always  ready  to  put  a  fin.irer  into  a  political  pi 
instance,  will  do  your  jol)  as  well  as  any  ma 


-Massol.  for 
n.      Hut   I   par- 


tit-ularlv  Ih-lt  that  you  will  not  meiitifin  me  a.-  havinn:  on,:,'- 
inated  the  idea." 

'•Xot  a  word."  said  Maxime.  "I  will  take  the  respoii-i- 
bility.  and  in  that  shape,  perhaps,  Rastignac  may  at  la^t 
swallow  the  scheme." 


•MiiK 


vou  do  not  make  an  eiu'mv  o 


f  \ 


think 


vou 


have 


tak 


en  a   irreat 


lit 


IIK 


lertv   111   havin 


't,   for  he  wi 
?  tl 


loiiirlit 


a  thint:  that  ou;:ht  at  (uice  to  have  occurred  to  such  a  pr 
tised  parliaiiu'iitary  tactician  as  h.-  is." 


uc- 
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••Oh,  before  verv  long."  >Mi.l  Mnxiiiir,  rising,  "1  hope  that 
Viv.  ;."l{astigniu\"iin(l  the  rest  well  liavc  t(.  ivcknn  witli  mo. 
.  Wisriv  arc  V')U  tlining  (n-niglit  V  he  mMi'iI. 

h   I-  a  (lucstion  wliicli  one  '•man  almiil   town"  oft<"n  asks 

;i':"il;'  1'.  .  „ 

••In  a  cave,"  said  Dcsroclies,  "willi  the  handitli. 

•Uiirro  is  it?" 

•W  !iv.  in  the  course  of  your  erotic  e\perienees  you  have, 

i  ,,i'!,t.  had  recourse  to  tiie  good  oilices  of  an  old  ward- 

;■,,!.-!. liver  named  Madame  de  Saint -Ksteve?" 

•■\.i."    said    Maxiiue;    "1    always    manaL'i'    my    own    busi- 

•Ah.  I  was  not  thinking,"  said  the  lawyer.  "You  liave 
:il«a'.-  lieen  a  conciueror  in  high  lif.-.  wlu'iv  such  go-betweens 
;:rr  ii.i  employed.  However,  the  woman's  name  is  not  un- 
kimaui  to  vou  r" 

•■(I. lite  true.  Her  shop  is  in  the  Hue  Saint-Marc.  It  was 
ch.  '>vlio  i)rought  about  the  meeting  between  Nucingen  and 
th.ii  little  slut  Esther,  who  cost  him  something  like  five 
i:,;.,,lr,  d  thousand  francs.  She  must  lie  related  to  a  villain 
f,f  !!  r  same  kidney  who  is  at  the  lu'a<l  now  of  the  detective 
f.iivi'.  and  goes  by  the  same  name." 

"TSiat  I  do  not  know."  replied  HeM-oelies.  "Rut  I  can 
t.  :i  \ou  this  much:  she  m:uh>  a  fortune  by  her  trade  as  dresser 
{■r,],nr,iUruse,  as  it  was  called  at  a  time  when  the  world  was 
!-V,,nidi?h  than  it  is  now),  and  to-day  the  worthy  lady  is 
ma- 'i  ti<ently  housed  in  the  Rue  de  P.  nence,  where  she  is  at 
li.r  'i'ad  of  a  matrimoiual  agency." 

'•Avil  vou  are  dining  there?" 

•  Y.  ~.  mv  dear  sir,  with  the  manager  of  the  Opera  House 
IV.  l.ndon".  with  fimile  lilondet.  Andoehe  Finot.  Lousteau, 
1'.:  ,n  Vcrnou,  Theodore  (iaillard.  Hector  Merlin,  and 
!:  ;.  who  was  instructed  to  invite  me,  because  my  ex- 
;.r  '.'e  and  great  knowledge  of  business  are  to  be  called 
.:,;-  ..iav."  , 

•illess  me!  is  there  some  great  linanciai  enterprise  at  the 

i'.i  ^  -f  that  dinner?" 


I 
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"A  joiul-stDck  uiKliTliikin;::,  m.v  .Irar  friend,  nml  a  theatrical 
engagL'iiK'nl,  and  I  iiiii  lu  r.'a.l  tlirou^di  the  two  agrcniiriu?. 
As  rcgar(l>  tlic  last.  \>>n  uiKlcrstaiid  that  tlif  dl^llIl,:,'Ul-h.■d 
guests  iiivitrd  to  mcfl  iiic  will  pmcrrd  to  blow  the  IniiuiiH 
as  soon  as  the  drcd  i>  >i^'nrd." 

"And   who  is  the  star   wIiom'  en^'aj;cnirnt   needs  so  iiiu.h 

ceremony."" 

"Oh,  a  star  who  may  look  forward,  it  would  t-eem.  to  K;;- 
ropean  glory!  An  Italian  woman  discovered  hy  a  j^nai 
Swedish  n<.h"leman.  Count  ilalph'/rtiu-^.  tlirou>rh  the  miiu-ira- 
tions  ol"  Madanir  de  Samt-K-trw.  To  hav  her  hrouuhl  'lU! 
on  the  opera  stage  in  Lond-n.  t!i.'  illii-trious  ^t^ang(■^  l,rc..m,- 
a  sleeping  jtartner  with  th"  I m in-rsario  to  the  tune  of  a  hun- 
dred thousand  crowns. 

".So  the  Swedish  Count  is  marrying  her?"" 

"ITni,""  said   Desroclu  s.  "1    lia\c  ii"t  as  yet  heen  aski-1  to 
draw  up  the  settlement^.      Madame  de  Saint-F.stevi'.  a>  vmi 
lav  sui)po.-e.  still  has  >onie  connection  with  the  'thirteenth 


mi 


arroiKlis.^iiii'  lit'  in  her  agency  l»u.-ine.-s. 

"Well,  nu-  good  fellow,  1  hope  \ou  will  enjoy  the  pariy." 
said  Maxime,  leaving.  "If  your  -tar  is  a  sueee>.-  m  London. 
we  shall  jjrohahlv  see  her  in  I'aris  this  winter.  I  will  lie  nt! 
to  put  a  spoke,  "if  1  can.  in  the  chariot  wheels  ot  the  n.-inj: 
sun  of  Areis. —  l'>y  the  way.  where  does  .Ma^Mil  li'<  : 

"On  my  word.  I  cannot  tell  you.  I  have  iie  T  taken  hira 
a  brief;  1  have  no  u>e  for  pleaders  who  meddle  in  polities; 
but  you'  ean  send  f.u-  his  address  to  the  otVice  of  the  (vKette 
Jcs'  TrllniiiiJLr:  he  writes  f.)r  it.  1  know."" 

Maxime  hims(df  went  to  the  otlice  to  a-k  where  Ma-^-el 
lived;  hut  the  olliee-boy  had  strict  orders  not  to  give  hi-  ad- 
dress to  anybody,  probably  with  a  view  to  the  calls  of  dun-; 
and  in  spite  of  "his  hectoring  tone.  Monsieur  di'  "n-aille.-  had 
wasted  his  time,  ami  could  not  obtain  the  iiiforiiiaiieu  lie  had 
come  for.  He  fortunately  venu'iubered  that  Mas-ol  nirclv 
mi-ssed  a  per<'-rni;ince  at  tlie  Opera,  and  he  felt  toh-rabiy  cer- 
tain of  linding  him  in  the  loiinging-room  after  dinner. 

Before  dinner,  he  went  to  <  all  at  some  little  furnished  led.i:- 
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(■!;i 


;iii 


ii,L'-  '.  li.n-  lie  hail  1i()Um(1  the  (K'li.siiit  woman  ami  In  r  lawyer, 
„;„,  i,.i,i  ;ilivail\  c.piiif  to  Talis.  He  found  them  at  table,  and 
,,  ;|  ,a|iital  (iinner  at  the  l;.an\  ir-auv.s'  (.■xiieii>e.  Ho 
I  hem  lo  eonie  to  liiiii  liel'ore  l»reakfa.~t,  between  eleven 
,i  pA.Ue  next  luoriun^'.  In  the  evi'iuii;:  he  niel  M  issol, 
a-  \.r  ev,|,eeie(l.  ill  tile  Opefa.  Adilfessinf,'  liiiu  with  his  ii>ual 
rati;'  I    !iau.!,'luy    |lnllIene^^  : 

■I  .M..iil(l  like  to  talk  with  vow.  inonsit'ur."  said  lie,  "over 
a  |.,,it!v  lei:al  and  partly  jiolitieal  matter.  If  it  were  not 
jin. --.ii\  lo  observe  the  -Irietest  >eere(y  in  e\ery  uay.  1  would 
h. ;•...-  I;;id  I  lie  lioiior  of  calliii,!,'  at  your  ollie.'.  hut  1  believe  we 
^iiail  liiMiiss  it  in  ^nvater  privacy  at  my  hmise,  where  I  can  {)ut 
viui  iiiio  direct  eoiiimuniealioii  with  two  intere-te(l  persons. 
\\:  1  hope  that  you  will  ^Mve  me  llie  pU'a<ure  of  taking,'  a 
,:.:     .;■  i.;i  Willi  me  to-mornnv  mornin;,^  soon  after  eleven?" 

if  Ma^.-ol  had  in  fact  boasted  of  an  olliee.  for  tiie  di;;nity 
,,t'  h:-  imI,,.  he  would  perhaps  not  have  eon-ented  to  reverse 
tl;.'  'iMial  order  af  thing's  by  j:oin^  to  a  elient  in>tead  of  re- 
c.H  !'_■■  him  at  home.  Uut  as  he  perched  rather  than  lodged 
ii;  ill-  room,  he  was  <:lad  of  an  arran;4ement  wiiich  preserved 
t!;.-    '/  'Kpiito  of  his  residence. 

•J  diall  have  the  honor  of  waitin;:  on  you  to-morrow  at  the 
hr.w  \,>\\  name,""  he  eagerly  replied. 

•  ■^  .111  know,""  said  Ma>inie,  "the  Rue  ri<ralle?"" 

•■!■■!  feetly,""  rejilied  Masso],  "close  to  the  Rue  de  la 
Hn.'!,'  l'"ucauld." 


ici  the  evening  when  Sallcnanve,  Marie-<^a,ston.  and 
Ji  ,  .-  Brichetean  had  gone  together  to  Saiiit-Sulpico  to 
Ivr  Si^rnora  Lnigia  sing,  a  little  incident  had  occurred  in 
;:i-.!iurch  which  had  scarcely  l)eeu  tiotici'd.  T!irough  the 
!;f,. -ii-im1  door,  ojiening  on  the  Kne  Palatine,  opposite  the 
i;  -  ^rrvandoni.  a  fair-haired  youtli  ha^tiiv  came  in.  Tie 
-.,  :■'  .i  ^o  agitated  and  hurried  tliat  lie  even  forgot  to  take  off 
■d  r^;p  (,f  shiny  leather,  shaped  like  those  worn  by  the 
-"•■1  'Its  at  (ierman  universities.  .\s  he  pu-hed  fm-ward  to 
\r:;.  ■      the    crowd    was    thickest,    he    felt    hims»>lf    gripped 
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ic  arm.  and  l!i>  t:ii  i\  \\ 


V  Diilr;  hn!  nil   iiiri:in''  nuinil  he  >a\v  tliat  tic  liad  iii'iii 


by  tl 

iiVidi. 

alai'iiicd    uillidiil    caiiM' 

who  said  in  iiiiim'ssivf  tnni>: 


Inch  was  IIhihI  and  rosy,  turiifd 
I 


It    was  ( 


inlv   llic  Siiis.li',  or  hcadlt, 


'VounL'  man.  is  yunr  (ap  nailid  to  yuur  head!'"' 
'I    licj,'   iiardmi.    mnii-irur."    >aid    thr    vduiIi.     '"It 


was  au 


ovcrsijrlit. 

And  after  (il)c\  im.'  t 


ii-    lc-.-(tn    ;n    revrrfmc.    hnman   aii' 


(liviiic 
tliroU' 


Ix'   h 


im>i-ir    in    till'   il.ii-(-t    pa 


rt   of   tlif   (Tl 


n    \^nii 


h    111'    rnn;,dily    madi'   his   way    with    his   fllnnvi- 
tlinif  a  few  Idows  in  frtiirn.  alunit  whirli  hi'  ihd  nut  tn'alili 


fjctl  \u<^  a  lew 
himself.      11; 


iving   reached   an   njien    ^paee,    lie    ion 


.ke.l 


rMiiiiii 


with  a  ha>tv,  anxinns  cm 


then  liMVim:  hy  tlie  dnor  mi  tlie 
side  to  the  line  (iaraiieieiv.  ahno.-t  n|i[io>ile  to  tliat  lu'  had 
fonie  in  hy.  he  Hew  otf  at  a  L'l'eat  pace,  and  vanislied  ilnun 
one  of  tlie  deserted  streets  that  he  ahont  the  Marclie  Saint- 
Germain. 

ds   after   the    irruption    of   this   stranu'e   wur- 


A  r 


ew    sei-on 


I'li 


shiper.  m  at  the  same  dnor  came  a  man  with  a  deepiy-seaiin 
face   framed   in  wliite  whiskers;  tliick  hair,  also  white.  Imt 


.somewhat  ni.~ty.  and  failin.i,'  to  his  shoulders,  ^rave  hnn  rw 
look  of  some  old  jiieinher  f)f  the  Convention,  or  of  Beriiardm 
do  Saint-rierre  after  havin.LT  the  smallpox.  The  a>.re  of  hi^ 
face  and  hair  was  well  pa:-t  sixty:  hnt  his  robust  fraiin'.  the 
vigorous  eiiergv  <if  his  movements,  anil.  ahov(>  all,  the  pierrinj; 
sharpness  of  tlie  hmk  lu-  tla^hed  all  rmind  the  church  as  h',' 
came  in.  showed  a  stmntrly-knit  nature,  on  which  the  aihainf 
of  years  had  told  hut  little. 

He  ohviouslv  was  bent  'Ui  following  the  light-haired  ymith, 
but  he  was  not  so  clumsy  as  to  rush  after  him  through  the 
mass  of  people  in  frntit  <d'  the  high  altar,  in  whieli.  a.;  h.e 
understood.  t!i(>  fugitive  h.ad  tried  to  he  lost.  So.  v  )rkin:.' 
round  the  building  clo>o  to  the  wall,  in  a  contrary  din'rlie'!. 
lie  had  every  ohanco  of  reacliini:  the  other  doiu'  as  soon  a-  hi- 


nrev  :  hnt.  as  has  happened  to  man 


v  aiU)tlior.  bis  eleven 


pi: 


ived    him    a    trie 


k.      .\s  he  passed 


ife 


a  eoniessiona 


1.   he   PiT- 


oi-ivci 


1   a   kneeling   form   verv   like  that  of  the  man   he  wa- 


THE    MKMHKK    lOU    AltClS 


aoa 


chii.-.nj.'.  Altriliiitiii^'  to  liiiii  ail  iii-i'iiiniy  that  W(»iil(l.  no 
li-iubt.  Iiavt'  bffii  Ills  In  ^inlila^  circuni-laiHes,  it  fetnick  liim 
ihat.  t"  put  hiiii  oil"  the  scent.  lii>  f."ii|i.il  vuliin  hail  .-iiildfiily 
thri'«u  hiin.-ell"  on  tlie  pcnUcnlial  trilmnal.  In  tiu'  tmiu  it 
;oi'k  liiMi  to  inaki'  sure  dI'  tln'  man'-  iilrnlity.  wliicli  s  we 
kr.im  U.I-  not  conlirnu'd,  he  w.v-  oiit>tri|>|icil.  So  practix'd 
a  ill!!,!' :  at  oiioe  gave  up  tlie  ii^ 'Ic-^  (lia-f.  Ih'  un'li'i^todil 
that  th"  ^'aine  was  up  for  to-day,  and  he  had  iiusmmI  his 
(haiii''. 

\\r  1m.  was  about  to  leave  llie  cliunli,  wlicn,  after  a  lirief 
tna;  i''  nii  tlie  oriiaii,  Si'nMim  Luii,'ia"s  eontralio  vniee  in  a 


l^Uilf       »-    i^ 


I    nil 


tes    hej^'an    the    j,dorioiis    melody    to    which    the 
III  till-    Virgin  are  sun;;.     The  heauty  of  her  vuice. 
itv  of  the   strain,   the   heautv  of  tlie   worils  of   that 


jaiT'l  iiymn,  which  her  adinirahle  style  ^Mve  out  with  perfect 
ili-!iih  mess,  seemed  to  imi)re,ss  this  stran^^e  man  deeply.     I"ar 


UnVA  li  .iviiig,  a.- 


lie  had  intended,  he  ti 


;   hiS  stand  lu  the 
Jill  at  the  niiiinent 


?haii' V.  lit'  ii  pillar,  not  lookin;,'  for  a  se: 
will!;  >iie  last  notes  of  the  eanliele  died  away,  he  h.id  fallen 
"W  111-  knees,  and  any  one  looking  at  hi-  f.iee  wniihl  have 
-'•I  !i  ill  ii  two  large  tears  wci'e  trickling  down  his  i  heeks. 

Tin'  llncdivilc  having  Ineii   pruni.niiced.  and   the  greater 
I'an  1.1'  ihe  crowd  haviii;:  left  the  'hufch  : 


•Wl'.it  a   fool    1   ani!"  >aid  1 


le.    a-    he    rn.-e    aiKt    Wl[te(l    ni 


1  hi 


!!'■  ueiit  out  hy  the  same  door  a-  hi'  had  come  in  hy,  turn- 
;:;.'  up  ilie  Kile  Servandoni.  pau.-i'd  fur  a  moment  m  front 
"f  a  1  iii..-ed  shoj).  went  on  tu  the  IMace  .'-iaint-Siilpiei-.  ;ind 
O'ti  !  LT  into  one  id'  the  hacknex'  ( ahs  that  stood  there.  li<'  said 


ilnver 


dc   J'rovence,  and   look   sharp,   my  gooil   fel 


low. 


it 


wn; 


worth  your  while. 


iviieiiinir 


ing 


the  house  where  he  .-lopped  the  coach,  he  ran 

le  liack-iair-.  not 


i'a-!  Ml"  gatekeeper's  lodge  and  mad.'  for  t 

wi.-!i:!i_''  lo   be  seen:  but   the  porter,   who   was  conscientious 

'.n  ti  :    ijiscluirge  of  his  duty,  came   to  his   door  and   called 

after  him : 


i 


:<m 


Tin:   MKMMHU   l'«il{   AltriH 


'"I'my,  uliiir  .III    Mill  ;;i)iii^',  >\r'r" 

'•'lo  Ma'l.iini'  lie  Saint- lv-tc\i',"  n'pluil  tlif  virtitur  m  i 
tone  <if  iiiiiiii\aiM  f. 

liiiriH'dialtlv  afitr  he  raiij:  at  a  hack  ilnor,  \vhn!i  w.i- 
oiK'iit'il   hy  a   ui'^in. 

"Is  iii\    amil   in  !'"  if  a^-krd. 

"Oh  M'-.  M:->v  at  hnnii',"  rfplicd  tln'  hhick  man,  |iuttin.' 
on  thr  iiin>t  irraijdiis  siiiili'  he  rmihl  cniiiinaiiil,  uliii  ii  m-.ui 
liitn  liHik  liki'  an  api'  crai  kin;:  nuts. 

Makinu'  hi-  ua\  ahmi,'  tlu'  iia>>a;:rs.  wliirh  f,'avi'  an  I'ii.i 
of  till'  extent  nf  the  a|>artnii'nts.  the  neuininer  nsKliiil  ih, 
(Irawin^'-rniiin  ilMi.r:  the  neu'rn  tlireu  it  hjmmi,  aiiii'iinnii,; 
"MnnsiiMir  Saml-l  le-teve,"  uiih  a  violent  a-];irate. 

'I'lle  heail  nf  the  detect  I  \e  |iiiliee  ucjlt  lltl't  a  rnoill  remark- 
able      fur     It      III.I'.MIlfii  eliee.     Imt      \et      mere      -II     I'nr     the     r\tr:l- 

ordinarv  had  t  a -I  e  of  the  fn  mil  lire.  'I'hn  e  wnineii  of  \erienili:' 
antiiniity  weiv  Mitiiii:  at  a  round  taM' ,  -I'lenmlv  iil.iy:!i.' 
dnininncs.  Three  ^rla--e-..  a  ^i!\er  hiul  drained  ('in[>ty,  anil  i 
vinmis  |iei-t'iinie  thai  ua-  iin|ileasantly  eonsjiicnuiis  on  coimrii' 
into  the  ruoiii.  -iioued  tlial  the  uui^hip  of  the  douMe-six. - 
was  not  the  only  cultus  ^olelnllizcd  .here. 

••<  lood-eveniiiL'.  ladies."  said  the  ;,'reat  man,  taking:  a  r!i;t:r. 
"1  am  ;:lad  to  I'md  \nii  all  together,  for  I  havo  somi^thniu'  t" 
sav  to  cicii  of  von."' 

"We  will  li-l-n  pre.-ently.  '  sa...  iiir-  aunl ;  "lut  us  (iaish 
the  ^M me.      1   am   planner  for  fours."' 

"Doiihle-hlank,""  -aid  one  of  the  antiiiuitics. 

"Domiuiil""  cried  Madame  de  Saint-K.-teve,  ''and  iranir. 
You  two  imi-i  eeriainlv  have  four  points  hetween  you,  aii'! 
all  the  hlanks  are  out 

So  speakin^r.  she  ]iut  out  a  hoiiy  haiui  to  take  tlie  piniiii- 
ladie  and  fill  the  ,i.da-,-e- ;  hut  llndinir  the  howl  einptv,  m-traii 
of  risini:  to  pull  the  hell,  -he  ranir  a  peal  with  the  spoon  in  tli-' 
silver  hasoii.     'i'he  neero  came  in. 

"Have  sonieihini:  put  into  that.""  said  she,  handing  it  to 
him;  "and  hriiiix  n  ,irla--  f'T  mon-ieur."" 

"'I'hanks;  1  will  take  noiliini:.'"  said  Saint-Ksteve. 
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i  !:.i\<'  liinl  a  f-iitlicit'iicy,'"  saiil  niic  nf  tin-  uM  ladit's. 

■  A'  'i  1  liiivc  l)('fii  |iiif  U[iiiii  iriilk,"  ^ili!|  ihf  olluT,  "In  xh 

;.   "11   JU'lullIlt    of   |||\    ),M>tri|i'.«."' 

)■'•  .ifi'  all   iiiilk>n|i-   .  i;,'rilicr,"  f^aid  tli<'  ini.-tn •■-.'*  "f  tin 


lln 


f,  clear  al!   ilii-  atta\.     .-an!    -iir  In  tin-   iii-i.'ri 


'.  :.  .ii'"Vr  all.  linii'i  111  iiic  cat  :i  Mill  1 1 -I  m  1 II;,'  al  llii'dourl 
1   ,;  I-.  iiii-i!il)cr  the  clau  111^'  Mill  j,'>>t  r" 

•■()!,  \c. —  I  ■|iiciiiiMT,'"  >aiii  till'  man.  hi>  ,-lnmlil'.'rs  ^liak- 
;■.'.'.  'ii  laii;,'htiT     "nil- ^'ul  iKi  rarv  ijitw." 

A:  '1  111-  went  awav. 


■w, 


'I'liiiiiiiv.   It    i^   vciiir  turn   imw,"   >ai(l   ihi-  did   aunt 


>.i  nt-Kst(-\(',   aflfT  a   >lnrniv   M'tilciiuiit 

■  h    illi'    llu'l'l'   W  Itllio. 

'V"U.   Madame   Fmil, 


a(  iiiuiit.*    hi;- 


iiiic.     said   llif  licad  (icicchvc,   turii- 


iit'  li)  "iio  (il  thom.  Willi  liv  lur  Ih-auav 


-  Ih 


liiok- 


luT  ui.-ordf'rlv 


('.i:  ii.iir  and  Iut  l'ri;,'!it fully  iTi.iiknl  ;ri'''en  -ilk  Imiiuii'!,  mi;.'hl 
havi-  Iriiii  tak<'n  fur  a  hluc-.-t'icki 


I''  in   lalmr  uiili  an  article 


liirr    I 

t  ,.  , ; 


•ih'    fa^lll^n^,    "_V(M1    foT^'t    yiiin>elf    ton    Illllcii;    VuU    never 

i  li-  111  any  reporl,  uliile.  on  ihr  iniitrary.  uc  iiear  two 
..  P|ioris  about  you.  Monsieur  le  I'lvfet  does  not  at  all 
T  e-.talili»liinents  of  your  cla-s.      I  onlv  keep  m.u  pun; 


ake  (d"  the  ser\ices  you  are  sU|i|io-id  lo  do  ii> ;  luil 
«iti  ;i!  [irelendm;.',  as  u.u  d,..  to  look  into  the  future.  I  can 
[.->!  \i  ly   [iredii-t   that    if  _\i>ii  continue  to  atrord  us  so  little 


ir.I"rin;i!ioii.    voiir    forlune-tellin 


liol)     u 


ill    he    shut    hefori 


I- 


you  go!"  retorted  the  pythoness.     "You  f)reventcd 


III''    the    rno 


Tournon.     \Vh 


ins    Mademoisrdlo    Li'iiorinaiid    had    in    tl 


ilo   you    suppose   will    come    to    me    in 

Vicille-du-'reiiipley     I'oor  (derks,  cooks,  lahonrs.  and 


;i:'p:'Mlce  l,'lrl^ 


lUii  \oii  «aiit  till'  to  I'D  tattlin<r  to  voii  of 


I   pick   u|)   from  ^U(■h   folks?      Voii   shoiiid   have  let   nie 
"M  a  largo  scale,  ami  you  would  have  got  more  informa- 


M,  lame  Fontaine,  you  didn't  ouLdit  lo  -:,i\  thai."  said  Ma- 
''!■  Saiiit-K-teve :  "why.  1  send  some  of  niv  customers  to 
;  .  -I  davs." 


3nrt 


TiTi:  Mi;.Mi'.i:u  fok  akcis 


■Not 


liiori'  t  li:ui 


•iMl  \"\\  nunc 


"An. I  imi  .■il)n\r  fuiir  d.-iys  sincf."  ilio  mat rinonial  aj,'f'nt 
wmt  I'D.  ■■|ha!  Italian  udnian  went  to  vou  from  mi'.  She 
is  \\>'\  a  milliner's  a|i|ir('n!ic(',  .-he  is  not;  and  she  lives  wiih  a 
(ie|uity  wiio  i>  alrain^t  tlie  (iovernmetit  I  Vou  mi^dit  'lavr  re- 
pofleil  thai.  I)iit  Von  do  not  eai'e  to  ii.-e  your  pen;  aiv! 
since  ydu  i(uaiTeled  with  your  liiile  eounier-jumper  for  h:iv- 
ini:  too  manv  «ai>l((iats  from  the  tailor,  no  inore  writin''  fur 


Vou 


There    is   oiu-    thin^r    in    parrieular,"'    said    the    .letcct 
'wiii'jh    is   eonstantly   mentioned    in    the   reports   that   rcu' 


ive. 


me  about  vou — that   foul  erealure  vou  inak 


e  use  01  111  vinir 


divination;- 


•w 

•Y 


lo  : 


Ashtaroi! 


M 


isred  Aiadamo 


Font 


uno. 


om 


es ;  that  l)atraehian.  that  toad,  to  speak  plainly,  wli 

you  pretend  to  consult.  .\   little  whik'  since  it  would 

a    wonian    was    so    np.-ti  hy    his    liorrilile    a[>pearance   that 

she " 


•(■(■m 


Here 


there. ■■    the   fortune-teller   hroke   in,   "if    I 
<1   ll 


am  to 


o   nothmix  now   hut    read   the  cards,   \(hi   mav  as  well  ntin 


me  at  once— cut  inv  throat  and  have  done  with  it  I     Be 


eau- 


a  woiiian 


has  a  still-horn  child,  are  you  j^^oinj^  to  ^ef  rid  of 


toadr-  allo.ireiher  in  this  world!'     If  so,  what  did  God 
them  for?" 


crciit. 


■M 


v  dear  niadanie,"  said  the  man.  "'there  was  a  time  when 


vou   would  liavt'  iiecn   U 


-<  })artial   to  such  hel[).      I 


n    Kd,  a 


philosopher  named  Vanini  was  burned  at  Toulouse  soloi\ 


V  Id- 


ealise he  kept  a  toad  in  a  hottle 


.\v,  hut   we  liv 


e  in  an  aire  of  enlightenment. 


1(1  .Ma 


Ma 


dame    I'^ontaine  cheerfully,  '•and  the   po|ict>  are  not  .-o  hard 


upon  u^ 


'Vou,    Madame    X' 


uirnsson. 


aid    the   detective,   tiiriti 


to   the   other  old    woman, 

told.      Havinjr  k 

well  aware  of  the  laws  a 


•k   the   fruit    t 


oo 


greer 


ept    >iiop  so   loiijf  as  you   have,  you  nii;.-l 


nd  r(^i,nila;ioiis,  am 


1   I 


at  haviiiir  to 

der  one-aiid-twentv. 


remind  you  that  morals  mu-t  l)e  respected 


am  surpn.'Ci 


-tin- 
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Mii'i  irne  Xourri-x)!!  had,  in  fiut.  hecii.  iiiulcr  the  Empire, 
,vh;i[  i'.iront  (lu  Chatelct  (  wIiom'  work  is  .-uch  a  curious  study 
if  tilt-  u'rcat  plague  ol'  pro.-tiiutioii  )  cuplicinisl 


icallv  eallcU  a 


Pu 


M 


(USD  II. 


She   had   afterwards  set    u[)   in    the    Rue 


am 


t-Mare  the  sliop  i'or  I 


iUviiiLT  an( 


1  H.ll 


\u<j:  oI( 


uh'T''  !lie  biisine 
M;i\in-  de  Tni'   i 


-tiler   had    lieeii    niaiiaired 


1  ehitli 
to   wliuli 


.-,  1. 


■i".  ••:'■/_  as  liaxiiiiT  cost  Nucingeu  the 
tiaiir.'i'  more  thi  ^  five  Innidi'cd  tliousaml  francs.  I'>ut  on  that 
.ii;i-"'i    Ma(hir.!'     .\')uiri>so!)    liad    screened    her>elf   lu'hind 

..!  -he.  advised  hv  \'auti'in  in  I'on- 
r\'.vvj  tlie  affair,  liail   for  the  time  u>ed   the  ohi   clotiics- 


M;i<i  iiii"  Saint-Kstt've 


i.r  >  -no 


p  as  the  headipuirters  of  lier  ojieration- 
f 


Het  weeil 


ir-'M-  will)  liave  memories  ol  sucli  coiuphcity.  I'Xirem 


le  ta 


fa 


f. 


n!\'  IS  a  lore:x(iiu>  (^.(iiu 


M 


Maiii 


lusion;  so  it  is  not  sur[irisinir  tliat 
Xourrisson   should   retort   on   Saint-K  teve  for  the 


iKtiir.-  lie  iiad  iiwov  Iht: 


"And  you,  you  great  huily.  you  ies[)ected  morality,  I  sup- 
M-d  when,  in  li^dH.  you  placed  that  girl  of  seventeen  from 
iutiipagne  in  mv  care I" 


it  i:^  thirtv  vears  since  that  follv  was  commi 
;d  tf 


tted 
! 


m  niv 


replied  the  man.  "that   is  thirty  years    record   in  my 
for  it  was  the  last  into  which   I   wa>  e\rr  drawn  hy  a 
pr'tn-nat.     However,  dear  ladies,  von  can  make  such  use  as 


!av, 


V'lii  pjcase  of  mv  warninirs. 


If 


niischicf  overtakes  vou,  vou 


ftlllliM 


t  now  complain  that  you  had  not  due  notice. 


:o  you,  11  _ 
nd  confidential 


IV  little  aunt,  what   1 


have  to  sav  to  vou  is 


;ir;\;i!i'  a 

At  ihis  hint  the  other  two  prepared  to  leave. 

">i;<!ll  I  send  for  a  cah  for  you?"  Aladame  de  Saint-Esteve 
i-k-'i  Madame  Fontaine. 

'"N'l.  indeed,"  said  the  fortune-teller.  "I  am  going  to 
«ajk ;  I  am  told  to  take  exercise.  1  told  my  forewoman, 
M!';i;;i  .lamouillot.  to  come  for  me."' 


A:  d  you,  ^^adame  Xourrisson?"" 

T'lat's  a  good  "un  !"'  t-aid  the  woman.     "A  cah  to  go  fr 


om 


iiii   ll.'.r  de  Provence  to  the  I'ue   .Neuve-Saint-.Marc  I     Wliy, 
*i'  a:"  (juite  near  neighbors."' 


II 


3!t8 
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II    IMHIl 


t  of  fact,  tin-  (il(l-cli)thf-  woman  had  coine  in  evenr- 


(liiv  attire:  a  u 


a|)  with  ycHow  rihhoiis,  a  patent  front 


of  jet  hhick  cui-ls,  a  hlai-k  >ilk  apron,  and  a  eotton  ])rint 


with  a  dark  blue  irroui 


Kl  ;  and.  as  >tie  sani 


facetious! 


L'i)wn 


V,  It  via- 


most  nnlikelv  that  anv  one  shonhi  want  to  run  awav  with  her. 


Befi 


ore   report inj:  tlie    interview    now   alioiit   to   take  pi 


■lec 


between  Mon.-ienr  de  Saiiit-I^teve  and  his  aunt,  some  expla- 
nations must  find  a  phiee  here. 

in  this  pul)lie  |irnteetoi'.  uho  on  th.e  evening  of  tlie  out- 
Ijreak  on  the  TJili  (d'  May  liad  otl'ered  his  services  to  Ka^tignac, 
every  reader  will  liave  reeoirnized  the  notorious  Jae(|Ues  Col- 
lin, (ilins  Vaiitrin.  one  of  the  nmst  familiar  and  elaljoratelv 
drawn  fi;,niie-.  of  the  IIimw  Comkdy. 

A  little  uliile  !)efore  the  revolution  of  ls:5«),  this  hereof 
the  hulks,  very  hard  hit  l.y  tlw  de;!lh  of  a  friend,  lost  heart 
to  carry  on  the  stru<:erle  he  had  maintained  for  five-and- 
twenty  ye,-,rs  airaiii-t  soeiet\.  and  luid  i,qven  in  his  resi'niati 


OR, 


o  to  speak,  to  M, 


ir  de  ( 


Iranville,  the  .\ttornev-(ieni'ra! 


under  somewhat  ili'am.itie  eireum^tam  es.     Since  that  tinie  hi 


luiu  stici-eeiled  ihe  lamon-^  l>ihi-i,upin  a<  lie, id  of  tlie  detcctivo 
police  force,  under  tlie  n;inie  of  Monsieur  de  Saint-Esteve:  hi' 
wa.-  now  tie  terror  of  ilio-e  who  had  formerlv  heeti  his  ac- 
conijdiees;  ,iiid   hy   the  un  reli'ni  i  iil:  per-eeiitioii   hv  which  he 


arried   tlieiri. 


M;ii|    aoipinvd    a    reputation    for 


■^kill  and 


energy  wlucli  remans  unm.atelied  m  tiu'  annals  of  the  cruii- 
inal  police. 

r>nt,  a-  he  had  tojd  hi-  old  friend  Colonel  Francliessini.  he 
\\as  tired  of  this  per|ietnal  tliiid'-hunling ;  ihei'e  was  no  Ioti^it 
any  ha/ird  or  anylhinir  nnforc-een  in  th.e  game:  and.  like  a 
too  experienced  gambler,  he  had  cca-ed  to  take  an  iiUcre;! 
in  it.  For  some  years  there  had  l)een  still  some  spice  in  tho 
businos,  and  that  liad  gi\e;i  him  endiu-anee  from  tlie  eiuilef? 
atlacd-s  ;uid  ambii,~lie~  planned  against  him  iiy  liis  old  rhuins 
on  the  hulk-;,  wlio  were  fnrioiiv  ;it  wliat  tliev  called  his  treason; 
but  by  this  tjnie  hi-  elexeriie--  and  his  good  lu(d\.  wliieli  !iad 
alwav>  lu'titected  him  fnuii  their  eonsiiiracies.  had  discouraged 
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.'(!♦" 


hi?  fn.'-;.  Jiiid  tlu'V  had  laid  down  tlu'ir  anus.     Siiui'  then  his 


;f!''.- 


hi«t  all  their  chanii  ;  1 


le  was  aiiM'ius  to  chanu't'  !ii 


!n> 


n- '■'     mplDynicnt  ami  ti'aii.-icr  liis  !iiar\i'!uus  ni>tii!cl>  as 


IS  in 


dct'ati.ijralili'  (iirr^ry  {,,  ii;,n  ,,1'  politi 


I  I  !'•!!'■!   l'"raiiclu'ssiiii  had  takcii  lari'  tu  see  him  ai^aiii  after 
-     -  ;  In  Hasti'Miae :  and  lii-  oM  filinw-iinardcr  at  Madame 


rr's  was  not  the  man  to  uiidere>i  im.ile  the  piirpor 


nii>ler  s  views  a.- 


t  ..f 
to  tile  lii\ur\'  of  >uih  a  iilain  eitizen 


■  ;i~  he  had  sti;:;:ested  to  east   ohlivioii  on  the  odious  past 
!  u.  ii:iied  on  him. 

■jhilia  !'"    said    he.    "the    pupil    then    has    ontstripned    his 

link 


Hi 


is   adviee    deseives    eonsideration  :    I    will    tl 


•t,  ho  had  thoii<rht   ahout   it. 


and   it   w  s   under  the 


:!:']ii<  !Ur  of  much  meditation  and  careful  examination  df  the 
viirpic  proposed  to  him  that  he  had  now  come  |o  so,>  ]ii<  aunt 


■line 


Collin — other 


w!v(.   Known    a- 


Ma. 


a  me   ( 


h'   Siint- 


■\''-~an   a 


litis   thev    had 


lirreeil    to    adopt,    wliirli,    w 


hih 


,h 


•;!i!Lr  the  past  history  of  this  formidable  pair,  marked  their 

■  r'iatioiisliip. 

i^jllelino  Collin  herself,  hesides  t 


ikhil;  an  active  iiart  m 


iiiiiiiv  "f  lier  nephew's  enterprises,  had  led  an  adventurous 
'::!'<•:  and  on  one  of  the  Tuany  oot'asions  when  \'autrin  found 
:.:i!i-''l'  at  variance  with  the  law.  an  examininu''  jnd.L'e  had 
t:;u-   -unimed    uii    the    antecedi 


lit    historv    of    t 


us   inucli-re- 


-;"■'!'!  aunt,   fron:  certain  data  furnished  hv  t!ie  police,  of 
idoh  iliere  is  no  reason  to  douht  the  aeeiiracv: — 

">!:"  i-.  it   would  seem,  an  extremely  eunnin?  receiver  of 
>tn!rn  -V'ods — for  no  jiroof  can  lie  tirouLdit  airainst  her.     She 

and  after  his  death  she 


!o  liave 


been  Murat's  mistrt 


'i  with  a  chemist,  e.xecuted  in  the  vear  VI!  [.   (!?!•!<)   a^ 


( oiner. 


She 


was  witness  at  the  trial 


\V 


iile  with  him 


'luired  much  dan^'eroiis  knowledire  of  po 
ar  [X.  til!  1805,  she  dealt  in  old 


ISO'H. 


oni 


cioriii> 


SI 


le  was  m 


lor 


two  vears,  ]8()T-S,  for  entr 


ippinu'  L'lrls  I'.ihier  a  .re. 
.lacuues  ("ollin,  were  at  that  time  on  vour  trial  for 
vou  had  left  tlie  hankiii'r  house  where  vour  aunt  liad 


i 
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nppronlicfd  \<>u  a-  drrk  mulrv  favor  of  t'',,'  .■diication  von  ha(! 
roc'i'ivi'd  and   tin'  iiillin'iicc  sin-  cnidd  i   over  iH'r.-on-  f^r 

w  liDsc  dcjifavi! '    >lii'  had  cut  i  apprd  vii         -.'" 

Siiiii'  till'  liiiir  ulicii  llii,~  rdifviii^'  hinL.Ta!)liy  liad  Ix't'ii 
placcil  in  lur  iii'pii"\\ ",~  liand>.  .Iaci|iicliii(»  Collin,  withont 
fallini:  ai:aiii  into  the  clutclir^  (d'  tln'  jinlilic  prosfCiitMr.  hnil 
crdarL^rd  hn-  liordci'- ;  and  when  \'anli'in  renounced  ilu-  \v;iv« 
of  wirkeilne--.  -lie  «as  far  fv<^U]  a->u'nin,<r  an  equally  im- 
inaeiilali'  '_'aiii  of  iinioceiice.  Bnt  iiaviiiL' — a<  lii»  had — inailc  .1 
.i.M'<'at  di'al  of  nioni  ■'. .  .-ln'  would  now  pick  and  choose;  she  h;ii! 
kejil  al  a  safe  distanci^  fi'oni  tlie  ann  of  the  law;  and  iuuLt 
the  pl'i'tetlee  of  a  more  or  less  deei'tit  line  of  hn-iiicss,  >hc  h;p| 
carried  on  certain  underground  jiractices.  to  which  she  dcvotcii 
reallv  diaholical  intelliL:ei;ce  and  ener^^v. 

We  have  alreadv  learned  fnun  Desroches  that  the  mere  or 
less  matrimonial  au'eiiey  manaLTed  hy  Madame  de  Saintdv- 
teve  wa<  situated  in  the  FiUe  de  Provence;  and  we  may  aiM 
that  it  was  carried  on  on  an  e\ten-ive  <cale.  occnpyin.ir  all  tl  ■ 
fii'st  tloor  of  one  of  the  enormous  houses  which  Paris  huiMcr- 
raise  from  the  earth  as  if  hv  in;;:iic.  They  are  scarcely  tir- 
ished.  and  never  free  from  deht.  wIkmi  they  aro  fiUtMl  with 
tenants,  at  any  pi'iee.  wliile  wailiiiir  for  a  huyer  to  whom  itu'V 
are  sold  out  (d'  iiand.  If  the  huilder  linds  a  fool  to  deal  witli. 
ho  does  a  fine  -iroke  of  husincss;  if.  on  the  other  hand,  tlv- 
purchaser  is  a  touL;-h  customer,  the  builder  has  to  he  ccntfrt 
with  rooovoriiii:  Ins  outla\'.  with  a  t'fw  thousand  francs  a^  in- 
terest :  urilos.  while  the  wdi'k  is  ^^oinir  on.  the  speculation  ha- 
heen  hampered  hy  one  of  those  liankruptcics  which  iti  l!/ 
hiiildiiiL'  trade  are  anioni,^  the  c(unmonesl  and  ino?t  fanulinr 
complications. 

Women  of  ;]',('  town.  Imsiness  aixents.  still-horn  insuranr'- 
companies.  lu'wspapers  fated  to  die  yoini:r.  the  ollicos  ef  nii- 
possilile  railway  companies,  discount  brokers  who  borrow 
instead  of  lendin<r.  advertisemiMit  a^'eiits,  who  lack  the  juili- 
iicit\  tlu'y  p.rofess  to  sell  :  in  -lioi't.  all  descriptions  of  shv  or 
doubtful  (iiteriirise  and  trade  eombine  to  provide  the  tcni- 
porary  iidial)itants  of  these  republics. 
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will 
.llMl 


liii,;I''l 


■h,'V  art'  l)Viiil  iiuiciy  lor  t^liow,  run  up  with  [ktI'wI  in- 
.  !■  me  to  the  I'mt  that  in  the  cnur.-c  of  a  few  months 
.,  ihi'iil  will  hnitliT  the  uinduus   from  opuiiiiig,  warj)!!!;,' 

'lit  tile  do(jrs,  the  ^'ums  lif  the  tlooriuir  will  vawii.  the 
Liutter-pipcs,  ami  ,-iiik>  will  h'ak.  ami  the  whole  card- 

.-tructiirt'   be   uniiihabitahlf.      That    is   the   purchas-ur's 


|.u-i:.'-^;  and  he,  after  patehin,^  tin'  Iioum'  up,  is  at   lil)erty 
ti.  '{•■  mure  fai?tidi()us  in  the  choice  of  his  tenants,  and  to  raise 

lil'     F'/lltS. 

Mi.iiame  de  Saint-Mr-teve  haviii^^  taken  l.'>sse^^ion  of  her 
lir-i  linor  before  the  stage  of  earlv  decay  had  set  in,  had  so- 
(.■ur":  11  very  comfortable  tenement  at  a  low  lent  :  and  the  best 
-U' M--.  to  sav  nothing  td'  her  prolit>  from  other  uncoiifessed 
>Miir"-.  crowned  the  etl'orts  of  her  skilful  management.     It 


11'   lie 


>ain 


:-iilav  o 


t-Ksteve.  regarding 
f  advertisement   a>   beiicaih    her   notice,   left   it 


irdlv  be  said  that  Madaii 


("  [.•■]■  nvaU.  and  never  tlaunted  her  offiri-  on  the  fourth  p; 


lire 


■  t  .1  n.\\>pa|iei'. 


Iiii--.li:' 


Ins  haughtiness,  which,  m  view  o 


f  tile  dark 


ol   Her  earlv  ii 


fe,  was  but   jinidcn 


t,  liad   led 


lor 


ring   foine   other   iiiLeniou.--   ami    ie>s    viugar    m 


to  1 
■thods 


{•'I-  .it'racting  attention  to  her  ii'/i mi/.  In  the  country,  and 
.'\.ii  iibroad.  she  would  employ  icrtaiii  clever  commercial 
!ni\>'irrs,  wli(»  cautiously  distribuU'd  a  circular  drawn  up  by 
(rii'i.ii^sart,  one  of  the  most  remarkable  pulT-writers  of  inod- 


iine; 


Ii.!'  ostensible  object  of  this  document  was  to  oiler  the  as- 
.-.-,.1.1  e  of  a  strictly  commercial  agency  through  which,  on  the 
ip.'-t  moderate  terms,  wedding  oiuills  and  jire-ents  could  in? 

pr'M'iirci 


I  from  Paris,  suitable  to  everv  fortune  or  sum  in  set- 


li'iM  :■!.     It  wa.s  only  as  a  modi 


~t  .v./;..  aft 


er  an  estima 


C'-t 


th( 


ijects  cominonly  included  in  sik 


te  of 
■h  li>ts,  divided. 


like  an  urn 


lertaker's  prospectus,  iiili^  iirst,  .-^e 


cond. 


and 


fourll 


1    classei 


that    Madame    de    Saiiit-Esteve 


'i  at   her  'being  eiiai)!ed,  through   her  high  social  con- 
■ns,  to  facilitate  introductions  between  persons  wishing 


II  ;ii.irrv. 


Paris  the  lady  iier-self  appealed  to  public  credulity,  and 


26 


,  ti 
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her  means  wore  as  inLrciiiuiis  a<  llicv  wcrf  various.     She  inadf 
a  l)ar<:aiii   with  a  JMb-inasliT.  who  M'lit   two  or  three  decent- 


look 


11!^-  carnaLjcs  to  ^tatnl  lnr  lidur-  at  hiT 


il'tor.      1  lien,  iii  her 


waitin^^-MKiiii,   SI 
and  all'i 


ll)|l(ISI'( 


I    eliriits    (if    h.iil 


1    ,-i'\rs,   well    (Ire- 


ctin^  i^rcat  iiiipatieiiei'.  Inuk  il  in  tiiriK  (o  cunie  iii 
and  (tnt,  so  as  to  -uirixest  a  eon-taiit  erowil  :  and.  as  mav  Im 
sii]1|i()sim|,  the  eonvf'r.-al  inn  of  thc^c  (■Mnl'rd''rales — wlio  pre- 
tended not  to  know  eacli  othcf — exnatial'd  in  snitalde  U'Tum 
on  the  merits  and  su])erior  adroit ne.-s  of  Madame  de  Saint- 
Ksteve. 

le  in,i:enioiis  ad\entiiress.  hy  some  donations  to  the  poor. 


Tl 


and  to  the  charities  of   Not  re- 1', 
got   an   oeeasional  eali    from   a   priest, 
voueher  of  respeelabilily  and  of  the  ge 
rinionial  undertakini 


inu.'  (le    l.oretle,  her  |)ari.-!i, 


which   was  at   once  a 
miineiiess  of  lier  mat- 


.\nother  of  her  in.ua-niou^  tri 


cKs  «as 


to  keep  herself  supjijied  h_v  the  market-woman  with  lists  of  al 
the    fasluonahle   weddini:s   in    I'aiis,   and    to   1 


'e   M'en    m   liie 


;on- 


cimreli  very  haml-omely  dre.-.-eil.  arrivinic  m  a  earna;:e  with 
men-servants,  so  as  to  allow  it  to  he  inferreil  thai  she  had  had 
soin<>thiii,ir  to  do  with  hrin.uiiii;  ahout  I'le  union  sh,;-  had 
ore(i  with  her  pre~enee. 

On  on(>  oeeasion,  however,  a  not   very  tolerant  familv  eii- 
jeeted  to  the  idea  <d"  ^ervim,'  her  purpo>e  of  advertisement. 

\' :  so  >]ii^  was  now  eautiiiii« 


and  liad  treated  lnr  with  eontumel 


as 


to  how  slie  tried  this  plan   for  which  ^h.e  had  substituted 


le.-s  comiiulsorv  am 


1   far  h'ss  d, 


in  ire  reus 


a  system  of  riinior 
Havir.ir  knov  n  Madame  Fontaine  for  manv  vears — for  there 
is  M  mifnral  aliiniiy  anion.r  nil  the<e  nmlerirroiind  tralliekers— 
slie  had  phit'cd  with  her  for  a  sort  of  reciprocal  insurance 
company  for  woi'kiiiLT  on  ilie  (nihility  of  th(>  Parisians;  and 
between  these  two  hays  the  lenii-  wen>  thus  ari'an^'ed  :  when  a 
woman  p)es  to  ]ia\e  her  fortune  tedd.  at  h\-i>t  (d.ufht  times  nut 
of  ten  her  curiosity  turns  on  the  (piesticei  of  marria<:e.  So 
when  the  sorceres-  announced  to  one  ed'  her  fair  clients  in 
time-honored  phra^eohi^ry.  that  she  won  hi  ere  long  me(>t  lier 
fate  in  the  persiui  o(  a  liglu-liaired  or  a  dark-haired  man.  >he 
took  care  to  add:  "But  the  union  can  onlv  l)o  bn)U'riit  about 
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ihp 


the  ayciicv  of  MadaiiH' 


di'  Saii;I-K.-I("'Vc,  a  vcrv 


rich 


"■lilv  rt'^hfctalMi'  woman,  living  in 


(■!.;i;i-'-i 


-(r.\nlin.    w 


lo    lias    a    iiii>>ii>ii 


:'p'!i 


the    lIlU'  lie   I'roVclU'C 

for    inatcli-iiiakiiig." 
Mailaiiic  (Ic  Saint-l']>tf\('  on   !iit  pai't,  when  she  pro- 
,1  niatcli,  it'  she  thought  thciv  \va,-  aiiv  chaiuc  of  tlius 
iiiijr  il>  sucrcss.  would   >a_\  :  '"IWit   ^o  ai   any   rale  and 
fainou-   Madaint'   l^'onlainc  a>  to  llu'  outcouK'  of 

ijili — iuT   r('})utatioii   as 


thf 


t!U'  iii'.'otialion--"Kuc 


\'i('illc-du-'l'rn 


il    I"!'!  UMC 
il  I!ll-I.ikr 


l.T    I)' 


tile  care 


1>  i>  !•: 


nropi-an 


>lii'  neve.'  makes 


and  if  ^-!l<'  tells  vou  that   I  have  made  a  j^ooc 


1  hit. 


i  !ii;iv  loiichide  the  liari:ain  in  ]iei'fret  eoiilidcnee.' 
It   inav  easily   he   undrr.-iood   that    the   Numa  of 


K 


ue 


Anne  should  have  taken  so  resoureeful  a  woman   for 


hi-  I^LTiTia. 


Miirnaf  s  in 


formant  had  not  been  nuite  eorreet  in  sayinj^ 
till'  I  he  aunt  and  nephew  lived  to^-cliier;  hut  it  wa>  prrfectly 

a 
to  visit  his 


tri:>'  that  X'auirin,  when  hu>iness  allowed  of  il.  neviT  parsed 


without  coming,  as  mysteriously  as  ] 


lossiijle 


-!■''  laiile  relation.     For  numy  years,  if  any  serious  incident 
1.  nicd  in  his  life,  .lacquidine  Collin  had  a  lin.i^a-r  in  it  as 
1-  :iil\i>er,  and  often  as  his  active  assistant. 
M    dear  granny  I"  said  \'autrin,  to  begin  the  conversation 
■  r  u''iuh  he  liad  come,  "I  have  so  nianv  things  to  tell  vou 


11'   I  do  no 


t  know  where  to  begin." 


lie\e  vou- 


-whv.  I  have  not  seen  vou  for  noarlv  a  week. 


lieinn 


with,  I  niav  as  well  tell  you  that  I  just  niissed 


ii-IK 


lid  stroke  of  business. 


•What  sort?"  asked  Jac(iueline  Coil 


m. 


all  in  tlie  way  of  my  vile  fade,     l^ut  this  time  the 
was  worth  tlie  troui)le. — I)*     \ou   r.'ineinber  that   little 


in  enirraver  al)out  who 


m  I  sent  vou  to  Berlin 


Uiio  forged  the  Vienna  banknotes  in  such  an  astounding 
i'  ill  r!'"  said  the  aunt,  finishing  the  story. 
"Will,  not  an  hour  ago  in  the  Hue  Servandoiii,  where  I 
!  ifiii  to  see  oiu-  of  my  men  who  is  on  the  sick  list,  passing 
11  ::reeiigroeer"s  shoj),  1  fancied  1  I'ceognized  my  man  buy- 
:  .1  -lice  of  Brio  cheese,  which  was  being  wrapped  in  paper." 


'  f' 
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"It  Would  M'ciii  tliiil  III'  i>  imi  iniicli  the  richer  tln'ii.  for  ;ill 
lie  kiiDUs  ,--()  iiiucli  ;ilioiit  liankiiMtc: " 

"My  first  tliMiiuriii,"  \"aiitriii  wi-ni  (jh.  "ua^  tn  rii.-h  iiitD  ihc 
.slioj) — till'  (liKir  \va>  >lint — ami  to  (ullar  my  ro:_Mii';  hut.  nijt 
liaviu;,' H'cn  his  fan'  vcrv  chi-r,  i  was  afraid  of  hciii;r  lui  tak«>n. 
lit',  it  u^uiM  .-('I'lii.  ha<l  ki|it  a  Inoknut  :  ho  >aw  ;-oi.ir  une 
s[niii^'  him  throULTh  the  windnw.  and  pro.-tf!!  ho  vanished  nuu 
the  haik-shiip.  and  1  saw  him  no  mnri " 


T 


ten.  (i|(|  iiu\.  tliat  IS  what  enniis  nt  u^arin 


t  loni'  hair  an 


1  heard  all  round  vnur  ehiii. 


he  ;,'iiiii«'  seent-  Vol!  a  humln'ii 


var(l>  awav 


'•li 


I'dit  then,  a-  vnu  k 


now,  my  tanev  tor  lieiiiL,'  ea-ilv  recng- 


ni7.( 


'd   IS  wlial    mn~t    inipn's-es  my   e\i>tnniers.      'lie  tuu-t   h< 


jolly  Well  sure  nf  llim^elf.■  (hey  say.  'iirver  to  wain 


aiiv  i\\f- 


guise  I' — Xolliinir  has 


done  so 


much  to  make  me  popular. 


'Well,"  said   daeipieline,   ">o  your   man    was   in   the  haek- 


''I  hastily  took  stock  of  the  premises,"  ^'autriI;  went  mi. 
"Tile  shop  wns  on  one  side  nf  an  arched  entr\-.  at  the  imttem 
of  the  entry  the  door  was  open  to  a  eourtyard.  into  wliicli  there 
would  he  a  door  from  the  hack-shop;  eonsecpientlv,  uide^s  tlio 
ftdlow  lived  in  the  house.  I  wa<  in  command  of  all  the  exit*. 


1  waiteii  about  a  quarter  of  an  hour:  it  is  a  Ioiil'  t 


1 1110  wtien 


h( 


vou  are  waitiiiLT.      I  looked  into  the  si 


loji  111  vain,  no  siirn 


if 


him.      Three   customers    went    in  :   the   woman    served   ihriii 
thout  .seeniin<j  to  he  aware  of  any  one  keepinir  an  ove  on  lier. 


wi 


.she  never  irave  a  irhmce  one  wav  or  the  other,  or  seemed  at  all 
on  the  watch.  'Well  !"  said  I  to  myself  at  last,  'he  mii.st  he  i\ 
lodizer;  if  not.  the  woman  would  (>ertainlv  have  been  iner<> 
puzzled  at  his  sjointr  mit  the  hack  way.'  So  I  determined  te 
drop  in  and  ask  a  i)uest'on  or  two.  PIT  I  !  had  seanriy 
crossed  the  threshold  when  I  heard  steps  in  the  street- 
bird  had  tlown." 

"Vou  wen>  in  too  irreat  a  liurrv,  mv  dear.    And  vet.  onlv  t'n 


!!■ 


otiier  dav  vou  san 


me 


•P 


-pells  [latiencp. 


"Without  waitiiiir  for  further  information,"  said  Vaut 
'I  was  oil"  in  pursuit.     Kxactlv  faeine-  the  Hue  8ervandoii 


nil. 
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40.-. 


iiic  of  tlic  archiliti  uli-i  luiilt   >;iiiit   ^ul[nf■t — thorc  is 


— tlif 


into  the  cliiircli,  which  was  o] 


ni  ih'i 


au>«'  of  the  month 


\\:\v\,  MTvicc  Ih'\\\'^  held  ihtTi'  I'M-ry  at'iciiinuii.     M\   \-,\m-,i\ 


iiii.  -  J  t 


lie  advaiila'T  of  iiir,  t!rw  lliri.u;:h  thi 


(jiiiir.  and  wa^ 


Ilia 


llv  lo.-t  ill  tin-  crowd,  that  when  I  wt'iit  in  I  coiihl 


i!-.'i  ■  ■  rc  lind  liiin. 


•\', 


aid  till'  wnrnati.  "[  cannot  !»■  sorrv  tliat  the  rascal 


iiKiri'h   oil    voii. 


I    always    fi 


>iiu'    interest    in    a 


rrillli'lil. 


Coining'   is   a    neat    sort    of   ci-inie.   and   clean;   no 
,  no  harm  done  hut   to  that   mean  hunks  the  (iov- 


Aiid   the    Frankfort    house   that   was   ruined   bv   his   for- 


L'.i'lc-. 


■"loll  may  say  wlint  yon  like:  it  is  better  form  than  your 

te   us  out  of  house  and   liome. 


il-':r;i 


lie    Kubeinnre.    who   a 


N        if  vou  had  hut   had  a  lad  like  this  under  your  thumb 

iri  '•  :r  best  days  I- "" 

"!ii  spite  of  your  admiration,  \ou  will  Inuc  to  <ro  to-inor- 


r '.'.    anil    pick    up   some    intorniaiion 


from   the   ''reen<rrocor 


\\"!;  :in,  who  must  certainlv  know  him.  >ince 


Chliivh 


he  winked  at 

ipo.     When  1  u'lit  back  to  the  ^hop  I    found  shutters 
oors    all    shut    up.      1    had    lost    some    time    in    the 


'l.i-tening  to  a  sinfrer,  J  bet.'"  interrupted  the  aunt. 


■<  liiite  true. 


'W'liv. 


H 


OW   (llO    Vnil 


know- 


all  Paris  is  crowdiiijf  to  hear  Iier,"  replied  Jacqueline 
:i.  "and  I  know  her  too,  in  iny  own  little  way." 
hat  I     'I'hat  voice  that  touched  me  so  deeply,  that  took 


k  fifl 


\    .cars  to  mv  first  cumiiiuiiinii  under  the  <:ood 


"ri'^ian   fathers,   who   brouj,dit   mo   up — that   woman   who 
II     ■    nio  crv.  and  transformed  nu^   for  five  minutes  into  a 


and  Vdii  nave  tier  on  vour  tloo^ 


:ai(l  Madame  th^  Saint-Ksleve  carelesslv. 


"I  hav 


e  a 


■tion  on  hand  for  her:  I  am  gcttinji  her  on  to  the  staf,'o." 
So  vou  are  a  dramatic  ajrcnt  too?     Matrimonv  is 


\  !..,  ' 


iu<rh 


ins  1 


s  the 


case  in  two  words,  mv  bov.     She  is  an  Italian, 


ill 


I 
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as  tianfliionic  as  'an  he,  ((rmc  I  ruin 


iirni'  will  jin  idiot  of  a 


SCllIplnr.    ulioiii 


ll!'     \\Ol>lll| 


V,  iiiiMiu    111-  -ii'-iM'ciitiii;  it. 


<l<'i'(l,  thi>  .Io-o|ili  car.'-  -o  litiic  iiiiotit  Iht.  that  after  u-w.^i 
ap  his  model   fur  a  >  aine,  he  ha-  ne\er  _\ei  heen  jit  the  |i;i 


to  he  more  tl 


lai! 


■  I  liat  i~  a  man  \vl iiltIiI  lo  do  ue|l  m  ins  art,     I'emarkr.! 

.Iac(|Ues  Collin,  "uilli  -imIi  a  eonlem|it  fur  uumeii  aipl  -. 
imieli  ^(rell;:■lh  of  miiuj." 

And  the  proof  id'  tl     t.'"  replied  .laeipielilie,  '"i,-  that   lie  li,l> 


haiii'h'r 


just  .L'lveii  Ins  art   up  to  heeome  a   niemher  of  the  (' 

It  was  ahoiit  him  thai    I   said  In  old    l'"ontaine  that  >he  iiiiiiht 


have  f 


oiind  Mimethmix  to  write  to  xoii.     I  .-enl   mv  Italian  t^ 


her.  ami  -he  told  the  eard-  as  retrards  llii-  iee-hmiml  1 


over. 


An.l  I 


low  did  Mill  eonie  lo  know  the  woman 


"'J'liroii^di    old     I'onipierolles.       llaviiii,'    lT'iiic    to    see  tho 

FPiilptnr  one  day,   in  the  matter  <d'  a  duel    in   which  he  ua- 

.second,  lie  saw  this  jewtd  of  a  woman,  and  hetanie  (piite  Nu- 
ciiii'cii  aiiout  her." 


And 


von  iindertofik  the  ne;zotialion> 


'As  you  say.     It  was  aliovc  a  month  ai,'o.  iind  the  poor 


\ou-  I.  I 


man 


laviiiL'  the  niatter 


had  hail  all  his  pains  for  TiothiiiL'. 
in  liaiid.  made  inquiries:  1  found  out  that  the  heauty  ua.-  a 
niomher  of  the  Sisters  of  the  \'ir^'in:  thereupon  1  ealleii  on 
her  as  a  Danir  dc  i'lniril>\  and  iniajrine  what  liu-k  for  me  n? 
a  be^'inninfj — tlie  sculiitor  was  in  the  country  fzetiing  hiin-e!f 
c!-:>eted " 

"I  have  no  fear?  hout  you;  at  the  same  time,  a  lady  "f 
charity  who  nndertakes  a  tlieatrienl  aireney 1"" 

"By  the  time  I  had  seen  her  twice  she  hail  1o|d  me  all  li^T 
little  secrets,"  the  old  woman  went  mi.  '"'riiat  she  emiM  no 
longer  hear  life  with  that  man  of  niarhle;  that  she  was  deter- 
miiied  to  owe  nothitig  to  him  :  and  that  havini:  --tudied  for  tlie 
stage,  if  she  could  only  secure  an  engagement,  she  would  run 
away.     So  one  day  I  went  otF  to  h.er  and  arrived  quite  out  ef 


breath  to  tell  her  that 


I  iriei 


id  of  mine— a  great  lord,  hii: 


hh- 


res])ecta!de,  old.  virtuous — to  v.hom  I  had  spoken  of  t'cr. 
would  undertake  to  get  her  an  opening,  and  1  asked  her  to  let 
tne  take  him  to  .soe  her.' 


TiiK   mi;mi{i;u   lou  mh:ih 
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A  wonl  and  a  blnw  !"  -,iiil  .faiiitics  (\> 


hut  shf 


1  .fi 

'\il  fur  .-IIS 


nil. 


|iicinu>ii('s>,  and  Iv. 


l)CIlt 


Dll 


rim;:  luT  M'uljitnr  than  she  had  ihuiiLdit.  ki'\>{  nic,  sliillv- 


I  nun  (lav  tn  dav. 


So  at   hi>t,  1(1  L'is«'  hrr  a  i-hovc,  I 


d  iliat  >-h('  shiiuld  tru  ^'i  <'Mn<nlt  old   I'orilaii 


II',  as  unlccd 


,1-  rcai 


ly  enoii^di  to  do.  liut  <'vrn  nou,  in  spiti'  of  the 
■hi'  is  still  very  wide  awakf.  ami  tln'  joh  is  s[)<)ilinj;,  I 
-r  >\u'  lias  scon   her   man   a<:ain:   Ih'   lias  cnnu'  hack 


•J!  i-  id'  no  use  to  talk;  i  nni-I  procriHl  with  camion.  If 
hi  -iioiijd  make  ditliciiltics  ahoul  our  t'liticinjr  awav  the  wo- 
rn,;::, whom  lie  Would  j)erha[is  think  tie  wanted  as  soon  iis  sIh; 
I'-a-i  d  to  want  him.  he  would  hold  a  very  stroni,'  hand.  .\nd 
lii;  t  -I'lfish  old  hrute  I{on(|Uer. ijlcs,  who  is  oiilv  a  inemher  of 
ipi'r   House,  would  not  he  much  protectio!!  against  ii 


di'|';;tv  of  the  Chamher- 
'That  old  rij)  Honijuerolles  is  not  the  man  for  that  w 


oman. 


laei|ues  Collin.  "If  she  is  an  honest  woman,  we  must 
lur  so.  I  know  a  really  re>pectaldi'  man  who  will  jret  her 
the  stac^e  on  honorahle  terms,  and  .secure  her  a  splendid 


Ii"-l'io/|    W 


ithout  askiiii;  for  anything  in  ret 


turn. 


What!  you  know  of  any  such  phenomenon?     I  should  h 


tr:i!'  Ldad  to  have  his  addre>s:  1  would  1 


eave  a  card  on  hiin. 


Al!   right — Petite   Ihte  Sainte-Anne,  (^iiai   des  Orfev 


res: 


A 


11  tind  a  man  there  of  your  acquaint; 


I  nee 


IV  you  guying  me.-     cried  tlie  woman,  who  m  hrr  astoii- 


il  fell  back  on  the  low  slamr  whii'h  she  had  s 


l!i:<  :ii!v  of  vore. 


poken  so 


im  quite  serious.     That   woman  touched   me;  she 


lave  another  reason- 


i!;!'  :■> -ts  me ;  and  1  h 

\i:-;riii  then  related  his  proceedings  with  regard  to  Uas- 
t!-':;!  .  Colonel  Franchessini's  intervention,  the  ^linister's  re- 


:nil 


liis  tran.scondental  theories  of  social  reorganixati 


on. 


.\^d  that  little  ai)e  thinks 


lie  can  teach  us  I""  exclaimed  tht 


"M"  is  in  the  right."  said   \'autrin.  '"only  the  woman  was 
wai'Miig;  YOU  have  found  her  for  me." 


4<)8 


riii:  mkmim;ic  iok  akcis 


"'ii-,  Imt  it  will  he  -ln'cr  ruimitioii." 

"Ami  T'lr  uln.iu  hm  ui'  viixmir'  \\',.  Ikim-  no  heirs,  aiiil  I  ■! . 
not  siifipoM'  \..n  I'rrI  iii-.'''nllv  drawn  to  found  a  lio.-pitiii,  or 
jifi/cs  for  di'l  inL'iii-lird  iiicrit ':" 

"I  iim  not  .-Hell  a  shI'iIumiI."  n'lilu'd  tlir  woman.  '"Bi-v.ir>. 
as  \(iii  know,  mv  .fai-i|iics.  I  lia\i'  n(\c|-  kr|it  an  aciMu:;! 
af,'aiiist  you.  Still,  I  I'onx'c  one  dilliculty:  this  woman  i- ;!• 
proud  as  a  Homau — which  .she  i.s,  and  your  ('onfouiiiir.! 
duties " 

"ThiTc,  you  sec,"  .Fa((]Ui'-:  Collin  ca^rerly  put  in.  "I  nui-t 
at  any  price  c-cape  from  a  life  uhei'e  one  is  liahle  to  -ucL 
in>ults.  I'lUt  i)e  easy;  I  can  a\ert  this  parlieular  ittTriir.. 
My  business  justilies  me  in  playinLT  everv  part  in  turti ;  ai:-!. 
as  you  will  reniendier,  I  am  not  a  had  actor.  1  mav  put  a 
wliolo  rai'!!;ow  of  orders  in  my  hutton-hole  to-morrow  ami 
take  a  hoiKe  in  any  ari^tocratii-  name  1  mav  choose  to  as-mni' 
The  fun  of  the  carnival  la-.t>  all  the  year  roiiml  for  a  detectiv-. 

''I  hail  already  hit  on  a  plan.  I  know  the  man  I  mean  to 
be.  You  mav  tell  your  Italian  that  Count  Ilalphertiii-  -a 
great  Swedish  lord,  crazy  about  mii-ie  and  philanthrojn — 
takes  a  ;rreat  interi'st  in  her  advancement.  In  point  of  fail 
I  will  furnish  a  limise  for  her;  I  will  <lrictlv  observe  O.u- 
virtuous  disinteroptedne?s  ti>  which  you  may  pledi,'('  me;  in 
short,  1  will  be  her  recoixnized  patron.  .\s  to  the  onjra<,'eaii-!it 
she  wishes  for.  I  wish  it  ton;  for  my  ouii  future  purpose  I 
want  Iter  to  lie  irlorious  and  brilliant  ;  atid  we  ar(>  not  Jaci|iu- 
and  .lacipielin  Collin  if.  with  lier  <rifts  and  our  gold  am!  'if- 
termination,  we  fail  in  makinLT  her  s(\"' 

"Hut  then  comi's  the  (iiiestion  whether  Rastignac  will  th;nk 
you  have  won;  it  was  Monsieur  de  Saint-Ksteve.  the  head  of 
the  detective  police,  that  he  told  you  to  whitewash." 

"Not  at  all.  old  lady.  TIu'ic  is  no  such  person  as  Saint- 
K>teve.  no  ,Fac(pies  Collin,  no  N'autrin.  no  '^^ompe-!a-^^'^t, 
no  Carlos  Ilerrera;  there  is  a  remarkablv  ]iowerful  niin'i. 
strong  and  vigorous.  olTcriiig  its  serviic^  to  tlie  Governnr'-.t. 
I  am  brinirinir  it  from  the  Xorth.  and  christening  it  with  a 
foreign  name,  and  this  makes  me  all  the  better  fitted  for  the 


Till:   .Mi;.\iiii.i:    lou   Aiit  is 
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jiixl  ili|il'iimitii'  |i"li(c  \vli(i;.i'  f;     •  ti<iii>  I   hcmcfortli 


III  rXlMClM' 


iMi  tor;:c  iiluaii  I  it  i.-  wnniltrfiil.  I'.iii  lir-l  wc  mu-t  latrh 
■•u\  u  liii  i,«  to  niiikf  .-lull  a  -Imw  fur  von,  ainl  we  liii\f  not 
I  \>A." 

11. It  i-  no  (lilliciiltv;  I  lia\r  m'cii  von  at  work,  and  when 


;i  u.ii  vou  can. 


uill    trv. 


aiil   .Iati|ni'lin('   Cullin    <liirnli':ill\. 


■<  'nine 


a^'ain  to-nion-ow  ni.L'lit.  at  aiiv  ralr:  [H-rliaps  I  may 


nil' 

lurtlnnj^  to  show. 
1   nitaiiwlnlc  do 
■  Sriv.indoiii.  N' 


not    fiir'M   tl 


,,.  ;_MiTn;,'ro(('r  s  shop  in 
vUn'fc  \on  ai'i'  lo  make  imiuirii'.'i. 


itiii'i'.  as   lirini;-  iniiiorlanl   to  a   l"ri'i;^'n  j,fi,viTnin('nt 


La-  :i  ["ilitical  air  al)onl   it  tluil  would 
i.iip!i:Lr  nil'  to  niv  end." 


o|'  .-i'l-viic  tn\vard.s 


>'.  ill  <i\\v  Mill  a  ;,'ood  aci-oiint  of  lln'  slioiiwniuaii.  ncviT 
-.lid  •'ariiucliiu'.     'iliil  the  other  all'air  i.-  rathrr  mure 


Uf   must    Hot    iiaildli'    It    fol|;.'hl\. 


"i  •'■<  have  a  f 


rt'i'  iMiiil 


ri'idicd  \'autr 


Hi. 


■I  I 


ia\t'  alwaV'i 


•i|iial  ti>  an\   nndcrtakiiifj.  however  dilliculi.     So 


.on  < 


.1'  till  lo-uiorrow. 


(»:'  ihf  following' (lay  Vautrin  was  sitting,'  in  his  otlice  in  the 
l'''!i;<    iJuc  Saintc-.Aiiiic  whon  he  received  the  follc,win<'  note: 


'^  '!!  are  not   murii  tn  Ik-  pitied,  old   hoy;  everything;  is 

ai'Iy  this  iiioi'iiinLr  I   was  tohl 

Who  should  cniiic  in  hut 

ldrt',-s  in  case  she 

last 


'.»"rr,:ii_'-  out  as  you  want  it. 

ti'.iit  ;i  Lidv  wished  to  speak  to  nu 


'ilian.   to  \\'!ioni 


liail   u'lveii    iiiv   a(lilre,-s   in   case  s 


leed  nie  in  a  tiurrv. 


ler  Joseph  havinj,'  sj 


)oi<cn 


111  cheerful  leriii-.  of  his  intention  tliat  tiiev  should 


■iiijiany,  the  poor  d^ar  had  no 


t  closed  1 


little  hrain  is  in  su 


er  eyes  all  nif.; 
eh  a  pothrr  that  shi'  eanu'  straisr 


ht. 


]'.'r    iM'ii;ijin(r  me  to  intfodiu-e  her  to  mv  n-priiahl 
d.s  she  is  prepared  to  place  lui'-elf  if  In 


friend, 


■  h;in 

hecause  she  feels  it  a  poin 


is  to 


1)0 


t    of 


honor  to  (lue  nothing 


II,  ■■   III 


that  icicle  who  can  disdain  her. — .So  conic  at  once  ii 
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tile  now  skin  you  Imvc  chn.H'ii.  and  then  il  is  your  busineK  to 
make  your  way  to  llic  clianiiorV  good  graces. 
"Your  allectionate  aunt, 

"J.  C.  DE  SAINT-EsifeVE.  ' 

Vautrin  replied: 

"1  will  be  witli  you  tliis  evening  at  nine.  I  hope  the  eharif.. 
in  my  deeoralive  treatment  will  be  x.  liandsome  that  if  I  had 
not  told  you  the  name  1  shall  assume,  yoi:  would  find  it  dillj- 
cult  to  reeognize  me.  I  have  already  taken  steps  in  the  matter 
of  the  engagement,  and  can  speak  of  it  in  such  a  way  thai 
the  charmer  will  form  a  good  idea  of  her  Papa's  influence. 

"Sell  some  stock  out  in  tlie  eonrsc  of  the  day  for  a  rather 
considerable  sum;  we  must  have  nady  money;  I,  on  my  part. 
will  do  the  same. — Till  this  evening, 
"Your  nephew  and  friend, 

"SAINT-EsTfeVE.' 

That  evening,  punctual  to  the  hour  he  had  fixed,  Vaufrin 
went  to  his  aunt's  rooms.  On  this  occasion  he  went  up  the 
main  staircase,  and  was  announced  as  Monsieur  le  Comte 
Halpliertius  by  the  negro,  who  did  not  reeognize  him. 

Warned  though  she  was  of  his  melaiuorphosis,  Jacqueline 
stood  in  amazement  at  this  really  great  .letor,  who  was  alto- 
gether another  man.  His  long  hair,  n  la  Franklin,  was  now 
short  and  curled  and  powdered;  his  (yebrows  and  whisker?, 
cutlet-shaped,  in  the  style  of  the  Empire,  were  dyed  darK 
brown,  in  strong  contrast  with  the  powileied  wig;  and  a  falft 
moustache  of  the  same  hue  gave  his  not  naturally  noble  fea- 
tures a  stamp  of  startling  originality,  which  might,  by  a 
stretch  of  imagination,  be  called  distinction.  A  black  satin 
stock  gave  deportment  to  his  heail.  He  wore  a  blue  tail-eoat, 
buttoned  across,  and  in  one  button-liok'  an  inch  of  ribbon 
displayed  the  colors  of  half  the  orders  of  Kurope.  A  nankeen 
waistcoat,  visible  below  the  euat-front,  eifectc'd  a  harnioiiiou- 
tramllion  to  pearl-gray  trousers;  patent  leather  boots  ami 
lemon   kid  gh)ves  completed   the  "get-up,"   which  aimed  a: 
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rapl'"  elo<rance.  The  powder,  of  wliich  the  last  wearers 
..  ;:  il  <\nw  ciipily  he  counted,  gave  the  erowning  touch  to  an  oM 
fnr.i.'::  (liploniate,  and  a  very  happy  soltriely  to  a  costume 
uiij  ii.  i'Ut  for  tliat  corrective,  might  have  ajipcared  too  juve- 

.\i:ri-  giving  a  few  minutes  to  admiration  of  liis  disguise, 
\ ,,  ;;;;;i  asked  his  aunt: 

"N  ~1m'  here?" 

"Vr-."  said  Jae(|ueliiie.  "The  angel  retired  to  her  room 
h;i!f;i:i  hour  ago  to  tell  her  l)eads.  now  tlial  she  is  deprived 
cf  .iTtinding  the  services  of  the  luonth  of  Mary.  Rut  she  im- 
!':i;:ri,tl\  awaits  your  visit,  seeing  how  I  have  sung  your 
pra:-'-  all  day." 

■■.\:id  wliat  does  slie  think  of  your  house?  Docs  she  repent 
<•'  r! .   -tcp  she  has  taken  ?" 

■■!!■  r  pride  would  in  any  ca,-e  be  too  great  to  allf)w  of  her 
fhnuing  such  a  feeling.  Besides.  I  have  cleverly  won  her 
CMn!id.  rice,  and  slie  is  one  of  those  persons  who  are  deter- 
mi!,M|  never  to  look  hack  when  once  they  have  started." 

'•Tlu'  hest  of  the  joke,"  said  Vautrin,  "is  that  her  Deputy, 
»i> .  >>  worried  ahout  her.  was  sent  to  me  by  Monsieur  je 
!':■  '■  t  that  T  might  help  him  to  find  her." 

"ih'  wants  her,  then?" 

"Il-  is  not  in  love  with  her,  you  understand,  but  he  con- 
fi'l'  r.  .1  her  as  being  in  his  care,  and  he  was  afraid  that  she 
min!;;  have  taken  it  into  her  head  to  kill  herself,  or  might 
hav.  fallen  into  tlie  hands  of  some  intriguing  woman.  .And 
V'^ii  krtow  that,  but  for  my  fatherly  intervention,  he  would 
t!i!\'    ;!id  his  finger  on  the  spot." 

"A;:-!  what  did  you  say  to  your  flat?" 

'■••'i.  of  course  I  allowed  him  to  hope,  but  reallv  and  trulv 
1  u: :~  -nrry  not  to  be  able  to  do  what  he  asked  nir.  1  took  a 
•  ni'v  \n  him  at  once;  he  has  a  pleasant  way  with  him,  ener- 
L'-r.  and  clever,  and  it  strikes  me  that  our  friends  the  Min- 
•-:'v  will  find  him  a  pretty  tough  customer." 

■>-  much  the  worse  for  him;  he  should  not  have  driven 
•i'  ■  :ir  ehild  to  extremities."  said  the  aunt.  "And  the  en- 
M^riiiicnt.  for  whicli  you  said  you  had  the  irons  in  the  fire?" 


i 
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"Vol,  know  whiit  a  (iiiccr  thing  luck  is,  my  hpauty,"  replied 
Vautrin,  taking  out  a  n(nv.<])ajn'r.  "(iood  or  bad,  it  nlwuv? 
coniL'S  ill  t-<iualltf.  'J'iiis  indrniii^,  aftir  ivceivin<j  your  letter. 
whiili  l)n)U;,'lit  nie  such  ;,'ood  new.-,  I  opened  this  theiurical 
journal  and  read  this  parairraph :  "The  Italian  ojiera  siiison 
in  London,  which  he^ran  so  hadly  by  the  lawsuit  that  liroiiirln 
to  li;rht  the  j)ecuniary  dillicultios  under  which  Sir  Francif 
JJrakc's  inanatreinent  is  st ru,2:.<j! i n<i,  seems  still  further  embiir- 
rassed  by  tlio  serious  illness  of  la  Serboni,  necessitatiiijij  her 
absence  from  the  staijo  for  an  indefinite  period.  Sir  Knincis 
arrived  yesterday  at  the  Ilnlrl  dcs  Princes,  Rue  do  Iiichelieu. 
havin<,'  come  in  search  of  two  dcsidcrafn — a  prima  donna  and 
pome  funds.  P>ut  the  haples.s  impresario  is  moviu','  in  a 
vicious  circle;  for  without  money  no  prima  donna,  and  with- 
out a  prima  donna  no  monev. 

"'We  may  hope,  however,  that  he  will  escape  from  thi? 
deadlock;  for  Sir  Francis  Drake  lias  a  character  for  being 
honest  an<l  intelli<jenl.  and  with  such  a  reputation  ho  will 
surely  not  find  every  duor  closed  against  him." "' 

'•Men  of  the  world  are  your  journalists!"  said  the  old  aunt 
with  a  knowing  air.  "Is  every  door  to  be  thrown  o]>en  be- 
cause a  nntn  is  honest  and  intelligent?" 

"In  the  present  case,"  said  Vautrin,  "the  phrase  is  not  so 
far  wrong;  for  the  moment  I  had  read  the  article  I  riirged 
myself  out,  as  you  see,  took  a  private  fly,  and  went  off  tn  the 
address  given. 

"'Sir  Francis  Drake?'  I  ask. 

"  'I  do  not  know  whether  he  can  see  you,  sir,'  says  the  <zen- 
tlcman's  gentleman,  coming  forward  ;  he  was  there,  I  strongly 
suspect,  to  give  the  same  answer  to  any  one  who  might  call. 
'lie  is  with  the  Baron  do  Xucingen.' 

"I  made  believe  to  look  through  a  pocket-book  well  stuffed 
with  banknotes  for  a  card,  which,  of  course.  I  had  not  got. 

"'Well,'  said  T.  with  a  slight  (i(>rman  accent  and  a  sprin- 
kling of  (Jermanisms,  "I  am  fount  Ilalphertius,  a  Suediiih 
gentleman.  Tell  Sir  Francis  Drake  I  liad  come  for  to  discuss 
?ome  business.  I  shall  go  to  the  Hourse.  where  I  give  some 
orders  to  my  broker,  and  I  shall  come  back  after  a  half-hour.' 
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"Saying  tliis  in  the  most  lordly  tdue,  I  went  back  to  lay 
carnaL'i'.  I  had  hardly  set  toot  on  the  step  when  the  lackey, 
runi!!!!,'  after  me,  said  lie  had  made  a  mistake;  that  Monsieur 
ir  Niiiiiigen  was  pone,  and  his  master  eould  see  me  at  once.'" 

"Trying  their  games  on  us  I"  said  Jacqueline  Collin,  with  a 

"Sir  Francis  Drake,"  Vautrin  went  on,  '"is  a  regular  Kng- 
lisliinaii.  very  bald,  with  a  red  nose,  and  large  j)roniinent 
v.l!"u  ti'eth.  He  received  me  with  frigid  politeness,  and 
a.-fC'il  li^''  in  good  French  what  my  business  was. 

"-.'u-t  now,'  paid  I,  'at  the  Cafe  de  Paris,  I  read  this,"  and 
I  ha;:  i'  il  him  the  paper,  pointing  to  the  place. 

"•i;  is  inconceivai)le,'  said  he,  returning  me  the  newspaper, 
'th.it  a  man's  credit  should  be  thus  cried  down  publicly.' 

"  ■  riie  journalist  is  wrong?    You  have  no  want  of  money?' 

••■\<>u  may  imagine,  monsieur,  that  I  should  not  in  any 
can'  trv  to  obtain  it  through  the  medium  of  a  theatrical 
■  airna!.' 

"  •\Cry  good  !  Then  have  we  nothing  to  talk  al)  -it !'"  said  T, 
ri>i:,L'     'i  come  to  i)ut  some  money  in  your  business." 

""I  would  rather  you  had  a  prima  donna  to  offer  me  I' 
saiil  ]}'■. 

"'1  "!Ter  you  both,'  said  1.  sitting  down  again.  'One  not 
witl.i.iii  the  other.' 

"'A  uell-known  talent?"  asked  the  impresario. 

"'N  't  at  all  known,"  replied  I.     'Xev('r  seen  yet  at  any 

"'li;iiM — riskv,'  said  the  gentleman  with  a  cunning  look. 
T'j  :  r.itectors  of  youthful  talent  often  make  great  mistakes.' 

""l;!it  I  offer  you  a  hundred  thousand  crowns — as  an  in- 
'■v-*i!;i  lit — for  you  only  for  to  listen  to  my  nightingale." 

"  "Tliat  would  be  a  large  sum  for  so  little  trouble,  and  liut 
a  Miial!  one  as  a  help  to  my  management  if  it  -vere  in  such 
'iitiii  lilies  as  your  ])aper  says.' 

"  'W,  11.  then,  bear  us  for  nothing;  if  we  arc  what  you  want. 
iirii  \uii  make  a  handsome  offer,  1  will  put  down  twice  so 
mii.ii," 
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"'You  ^peak  wiiii  :i  I'lc'doiii  iliat  inviivs  CDiifidonce ;  from 
wliat  (-(niiitiT  is  voiir  youn^'  iirima'' 

"  "Ifoniaii — (if  lloiiu' — a  jiure-ln-cil  lialian.  and  verv  liaiid- 
soine.  You  may  lu'lirve  if  I  am  iiitcn-lcd  in  her;  I  went 
mad  aljout  Iut,  only  for  that  I  liad  laard  her  a  long  way  ot! 
in  a  cliiirc!!.     I  did  not  see  Iut  till  afterwards.' 

"'But  it  strikes  me,"  said  the  I'lnglisliinan,  'that  woiiicn  do 
not  sing  in  eluirch  in  Italy.'  " 

"Well  I"  said  MuJaine  de  Saint-Eslevo,  "are  there  ehurche!- 
nowliere  but  in  Italy?" 

"Precisely,"  said  ^'aut:•in.  ''I  felt  that  to  give  some  ap- 
pearance of  reality  to  my  disguise  and  my  proceedings,  I  must 
assume  some  susj)icion  of  ectentricity ;  so  seizing  the  oppor- 
tunity of  getting  up  a  German  quarrel : 

"  'I  heg  to  remark,  monsieur,'  said  1  in  a  very  pugnacious 
tone,  'that  you  have  don-  me  the  honor  to  give  me  the  lie.' 

"  'What  !'  said  the  J-^nglishman  in  amazement,  'nothing 
could  he  furtluT  from  my  thoughts." 

"  'It  is  plainly  so,  all  the  same,"  said  I.  'I  tell  you.  I  heard 
the  signora  in  church  ;  you  say,  '"Women  do  not  sing  in  church 
in  Italy"" — that  is  so  much  as  ro  say  I  shall  not  have  heard 
her." 

"  'But  you  inaij  have  heard  her  in  another  country.' 

" 'Y'ou  should  have  thought  of  that,"  said  I,  in  the  same 
quarrelsome  tone,  'hrfore  you  made  that  remark — extraordi- 
nary remark.  .\t  any  rate,  I  see  wo  shall  not  agree.  The  sig- 
nora can  wait  till  the  Italian  Opera  opens  in  Paris  in  October. 
Artists  get  much  better  known  here.  So,  Monsieur  Drake. 
I  wi.^h  you  a  good-morning.'  And  I  really  seemed  about  to 
leave."" 

"Well  ))layed  I"  said  his  aunt. 

In  all  the  most  risky  affairs  undertaken  by  them  in  common, 
they  had  always  duly  considere(l  the  artistic  side. 

'"Well,  to  make  a  long  story  short."  said  Vautrin.  "having 
thus  brought  my  man  to  the  sticking-point,  we  parted  on 
these  terms — I  am  to  put  down  a  hundred  thousand  crowns 
jn  money,  the  signora  gets  fifty  thousand  francs  for  the  re- 
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inaiii'l'T  of  tlic  spiiso:i,  supposiiii,'  licr  voico  is  satisfactory; 
a:  L  til  jiidirc  of  her  quality,  wf  are  to  nn'ct  to-morrow  at  two 
Mii'tk  ;it  l'a|K'"s,  where  Sir  Francis  I)rai<i'  will  have  brought 
two  ir  three  friends  to  assist  Iiiiu,  to  whose  presence  I  liavo 
(iiiiv  i'cii  We  are  to  l)e  suppo.M'd  to  luive  gone  to  ciioose  a 
puin".  I  said,  Just  to  keep  up  the  game,  that  the  lady  niiglit 
■k' t'Tiitied  at  the  solemnity  of  a  formal  liearing,  and  that  we 
■J,-  iPi.ii'c  sure  in  this  way  of  knowing  what  she  can  really  do." 

•iliit  I  say,  old  boy,"  said  -Jaccpieline,  '"a  hundred  thousand 
P'w:!-  IS  a  lot  of  money  I" 

■•J\[-\  the  sum  that  I  inherited  from  lliat  poor  boy  I.ucien 
(i.-  Riiii'iiipre."  said  \'autrin  carelessly.  '"However,  I  have 
:  ::■  !!iio  the  matter.  Sir  Francis  Drake,  with  some  one  to 
hii' k  liiiii.  may  have  a  very  good  season. — There  is  my  secre- 


vr-rv  ;i  1 

TOlri- 


leodore  Calv],  who  is  mine  for  life  or  death.  lie  is 
r*  on  all  que.-tions  of  intere.-t.  I  have  secured  him  the 
'  cashier,  and  he  will  keep  an  eye  on  the  partner's 


tifiir-.     Now,  there  is  but  one  tiling  that  I  am  anxious  about 
Si.'iiuiM  Luigia  moved  mo  deeply,  but  I  am  no  connoisseur; 
'ir;!-i>  may  not  tiiink  of  Iter  as  I  do." 

"Artii-ts  have  pronounced  on  lier,  my  ducky;  her  sculptor 
r.ivtr  thought  of  giving  her  the  key  of  the  fields  till  she  had 
ri".;i  heard  by  a  certain  Jacques  Briclieteau,  an  organist  and  a 
fiF'^t-riite  musician.  They  were  at  Saint-Sulpice  the  verv  even- 
ing if  yuur  pious  lit,  and  the  organi-t  declared  that  the  wo- 
niaii  liad  sixty  thousand  francs  in  her  voice  whenever  she 
p!'a-c(i — those  were  his  words." 

■■.'.iiques  Bricheteau  I"  said  Vautrin ;  ''why,  I  know  the 
niU!!.  There  is  a  fellow  of  that  name  employed  in  one  of  the 
pniui  iie[)artments." 

"U'll.  then,"  said  his  aunt,  "it  is  your  nightingale's  good 
f'rtiiiM   to  be  under  the  protection  of  the  police!" 

"-\".  I  remember,"  !=aid  Vautrin.  "This  .lacques  Briche- 
I'aii  WHS  an  inspector  of  nuisances,  who  has  just  been  dis- 
R!>-  i|  for  meddling  in  politics.  Well,  now,  suppose  you  were 
'••■  '  :"'ct  the  introduction.     It  is  late." 


t  . 

<  II 
i. " " 
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Jac(|uelinG  Collin  had  li.irdly  left  the  room  to  go  for  T.uijjia, 
wlioii  tiurc  ua.s  a  ■,n't'at  coninioiion  in  the  ante-room  leading 
to  it.  Immeuiaiely  alter,  the  door  was  thrown  open,  and  in 
Hpito  of  a  de.-|ierale  resistamc  on  the  jiart  of  the  negro,  who 
had  heeii  expressly  ordered  to  adinu  nohody  whatever,  in  cairn' 
a  i)er.-onage  wIiok'  advent  was,  to  >ay  the  least,  inopportun., 
if  not  altogether  iinexpeeted.  In  spite  of  an  insolently 
aristoeralie  demeanor,  the  Jieweomer,  eaught  in  his  violeiiff 
by  a  stranger,  was  for  a  moment  disconcerted,  and  Vautrin 
was  malicious  enonirh  to  intonsifv  the  situation  bv  s-avinc 
with  Teutonic  bluntness: 

"Monsieur  is  an  intimate  friend  (;f  iladame  de  .Saint- 
Esteve's  ?■' 

"I  have  something  of  imj)ortance  to  say  to  her,"  replied 
the  intruder,  "and  that  servant  is  such  an  ass  that  he  cannot 
tell  you  plaiidy  whether  his  mistress  is  at  home  or  out." 

"1  can  hear  witness  that  she  is  out,"  replied  the  supposed 
Count  IIal]ihertiu-.  "For  more  than  an  hour  I  have  wait 
for  to  see  her,  by  her  own  appointment.  She  is  a  thghty 
thing,  and  1  believe  she  is  gone  to  the  theatre,  for  what  her 
nephew  have  sent  her  a  ticket,  the  negro  telled  me." 

"At  whatever  hour  she  nuiy  come  in  I  must  see  her."  said 
the  lU'wcomer,  taking  an  easy-chair,  into  which  he  settled 
himself. 

"For  me  I  wait  no  longer."  replied  Vautrin. 

And.  having  bowe(|.  lie  jjrepared  to  leave.  Then  Madame 
de  Saint-Fsteve  appeared  (Ui  the  scene.  Warned  by  the  noirro, 
she  had  put  on  a  bonnet  and  thrown  a  shawl  over  her 
shoulders,  to  appear  as  if  she  liad  just  come  in. 

"(iracious  I"'  she  exclaimed,  with  well-feigned  surprise. 
"Monsieur  de  KoiHpierolles,  here,  at  this  hour!" 

"Devil  take  you  !  what  do  you  mean  by  shouting  out  my 
name?"  said  her  customer  in  an  undertone. 

Vautrin.  entering  into  the  farce,  turned  l>ack.  and  coming 
up  with  an  obsciiuious  !)ow: 

"Alonsieur  le  Marquis  de  RonqueroUes?"  said  he.  "Toer  of 
France,  formerly  her  amba-sador.     I  am  glad  to  have  spent 
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a  Ilium 


to  with  a  sliilc.-miiii  so  well  kiiowi 


a  >()  |u'rfr<'t  diplo- 


Aml  with  a  ivsijectl'iil  llourisli  ho  wont  to  tlio  door. 


What,  liaroii.  U"in,Lr  >>>  soon, 


aid  tiio  old  woman,  trying 


In  ,1--11M10 


tho  tono  and  accent  of  a  dowaj^or  of  tlio  Faubourg 


>;ii!l 


t-(ierniain. 


v..-.     Moui^iour  le  Marquis  has  much  to  talk  to  you.     I 
11  return  back  to-morrow  at  eleven — and  bo  punctual. 


•\iiv  well;  to-morrow  at  eleven, 


saiu  nis 


aunt. 


'Hut 


I  !!!,iv  tell  you  everything  is  going  on  swimmingly;  the  lady 
;h  iin^  you  will  be  all  she  could  wish." 

AiMiher  bow,  and  Vaulrin  was  gone. 

■W  ho  in  the  world  is  that  strange  creature:-"  asked  Ronque- 


•\  I'ruF'-ian  Baron  for  whom  I  am  linding  a  wife,"  ro- 
ii.ii  tile  woman  "Well,"  slie  wont  on,  "is  tlure  anything 
■  «  iliat  you  so  pressingly  want  to  si)eak  to  i 


ue 


Vos.  And  something  which  you  ought  ti  have  known! 
in'  fair  one  left  the  sculptor's  house  tiiis  morning." 
■•I'nohl"  said  Jacqueline.  "Who  told  you  tliat  ?" 
Mv  man,  who  has  seen  the  maid-of-all-work." 

llah! — Then  you  keep  several  irons  hot!"  said  she,  glad 
f  ail  excuse  for  a  quarrel. 
"My  good  woman,  you  wore  making  no  way  at  all,  and  the 


!!!:i!Ii 


r  has  been  in  hand  a  month- 


■Voii  seem  to  think  that  all  you  want  is  to  l)o  had  roady- 
a.i..  and  that   an   Italian  is  the  same  soft  tinder  as  your 
a!-;-  sluts! — And  then  you  are  so  liberal  !" 
"Why,  you  have  extracted  more  than  three  banknotes  for 
!'i'iii-and  francs  already  for  your  sham  I'xpensos." 
"A  pi'rfect  fortune !     And  what  about  tho  engagement  you 


iimlrr 


took  to  arrange?" 


■•'an  I  open  the  Italian  <)p(-ra  expror-rly  for  that  woman? 


won 


Id  have  sung  at  tlio  French  house 


riiiTo  is   Italian  Opera  in 


London  thou'ih  not  in   Vi\v\< 


)r  n 


loment.  and  the  manager,  as  it  happens,  is  over  here 


arc 


hof 


pri 


ma. 


^1 


ill 

I 
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"So  I  saw  in  tlii'  |>;i|k  r,-.  (if  cour.-c;  but  what  good  could  1 

do  l)_v  tryiii;^-  lo  ilcul  with  a  lianknipt  ?"' 

"Why,  that  i.-  ynw  hot  ( liaiuc.     ^ On  holster  up  the  iiiaii 

and  then,  out  i>(  ;,'ralitud(' "" 

■'Oh,  ccrtaiidy  I"  -aid  lln'  Mar(|uis.  -hniifirini;  his  shoulders. 

"A    iiiciL'   triilc  of   livL'   huiidrf'd   thon-iiiid    I'laius — what   la 

Torpillr  cost   Niiciii^'on  I" 

"My  ^'odd  mail,  vnii  want  tlii'  woman  or  you  don't.    K.-^thor 

had  tried  tlie  strccls.     This  Italian  is  at  least  as  handsome, 

and  virtuon.'; — green  seal  !     'i'lien   ^-he  has  a  glorious  voice. 

^'ou  have  forked  out  three  thousand-franc  notes;  wiiat  is  that, 

pray,  to  make  such  a  noise  about?" 

"Did  vou  or  ili('  you  not  undertake  the  business?" 

"I  did.     And  I  ought  to  have  it  left  entirely  to  nie;  and 

if  I  had  supiio.-ed  that  1  was  going  to  bo  checked  off  by  your 

man-servant.  I  would  have  asked  you  to  apply  elsewhere.    1  do 

not  care  to  have  a  partiu'r  in  the  game." 

"liut,  you  conceited  old  thing,  but  for  that  fellow,  would 

you  have  known  what  I  have  just  told  you?" 
"And  did  he  t(dl  you  the  rest  of  the  story?" 
"The  rest  of  the  story?    What  ?"  said  the  Marquis  eagerly. 
"Certainly.     Who  got  the  bird  out  of  its  nost,  and  in  what 

cage  it  may  be  at  this  present  speaking."' 
"Then  you  know?"  cried  Ron((uerolles. 
"If  I  do  not  know.  I  can  nuiko  a  guess." 
"Then,  tell  me,"  said  he.  in  great  excitement. 
"You,  who  know  every  (jueer  specimen,  old  or  young,  in 

the    Paris  menagerie,   must   certainly   have   heard   of   Count 

lialphertius,  a  Swede — enormously  rich,  and  just  arrived." 
"1  never  heard  his  name  till  this  moment."' 
"You  had  better  ask  your  servant  :  lie  can  tell  vou." 
"Come,  come;  do  not  try  finessing.     This  Count  lialpher- 
tius, y(m  say ?" 

"Is  music-mad — and  a^^  woman-mad  as  Xucingen." 
"And  you  think  that  la  Liiigia  will  have  ilown  that  way?" 
"I  know  that  he  was  hovering  round  her:  he  even  charged 

me  to  make  lier  splendid  offers,  and   if   I   had  not  pledged 
,,... ...If _■' 
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•■(111,  I  (larcjiav  ;  you  are  a  (lame  of  such  lofty  virtue!" 

•1.-  that  tlic  way  you  take  it?"  .-aid  .laciiui'liiu'  Collin,  put- 
tHiL.'  inT  liarul  in  her  pocket  and  pulling'  out  a  \mr>v  fairly 
«•  il  lillcd  with  note?.  "Vou  can  take  your  money  back,  my 
iiuv,  and  I  only  bcji^  you  to  trouljle  mo  no  further." 

"(iet  along,  you  \vronj,'-headed  creature,"  replied  the  Mar- 
ju>.  seeing  three  thousand-franc  notes  held  out  to  him. 
■Wiiat   1  have  given,  you  know  I  never  tak«»  hack." 

■And  1  never  keep  what  I  have  not  earneil.— Yon  are  done, 
M  i'i~:eur  le  ^Iari|uis;.  I  am  working  for  f'oinit  Ilalj)hertius; 
1  IjrniiLriit  away  the  lady ;  she  is  hidden  here,  in  my  rooms,  and 
ti-iiMirow  morning  she  and  the  Swede  set  out  for  London, 
•.vhriT  a  splendid  engagement  i.-'  waiting  for  her  I" 

•■No.  no,  I  do  not  believe  that  you  would  cheat  nie,"  said 
R.  ;i'!uerollcs,  fancying  that  the  fact  thus  fired  at  him  point- 
bi.ink  was  really  the  sarcasm  it  appeared.  "We  are  old  friends, 
Villi  know;  pocket  those  banknr)tes,  and  tell  me  honestly  what 
vii!  think  of  this  rich  foreigner  as  a  rival." 

•"Well,  I  have  told  you.  He  is  enormously  rich;  he  will 
stiik  at  no  sacrifice;  and  I  know  that  he  has  had  several  talks 
u;!h  Madame  Xourrisson." 

"Then  you  learned  all  those  facts  from  that  old  carrion?" 

•'.Madame  Xourrisson  is  my  friend,"  said  Afadame  de  Saint- 
K-ii've,  with  much  dignity.  '"We  may  bo  comiH'ting  to  gain 
till  -anie  prize,  hnt  that  is  no  reason  for  her  being  evil-spoken 
if  in  my  presence." 

"Did  she  tell  vou  at  least  where  this  Count  llalphertius 
i^  iM'ing?" 

Nil.  But  I  know  that  he  was  to  start  for  London  yester- 
'ii..  That  is  why  I  ran  alongside  before  1  i)ut  the  ilea  in 
Vn.ir  ear." 

"It  is  very  evident  the  Italian  woman  is  gone  off  to  join 
hill..- 

"Vou  may  very  likely  be  right." 

"  \  pretty  mess  you  have  made  of  it !"  said  Ronquerolles  as 

he  ro.se. 


'I 
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"Indi-od  I"  said  .Fii((|iicliiic  iii-i)lcntl\.  "Ami  were  vou 
never  eln'cknuitcd  in  VDiir  di|il()iiiaiic  luisinc^s !'" 

''Do  Villi  isuppnsc  vnii  \\\\\  j,',.t  iiiiy  more  exact  iiifurina- 
tioii!'"' 

"We  will  see."  said  she.  It  was  Ikt  foriiiiila  for  promising 
her  a.-sistaiiee. 

"Hut  no  iiiideTliaiid  tricks."  cried  tlie  .Mar(|iii.-».  "Vou 
know  [  do  not  understand  a  joke." 

"Will  the  case  he  hroii;:Iit  liefore  the  Chamher  of  FVrs?'' 
said  Madame  de  Saint-Ksteve,  who  was  not  a  woman  to  be 
easilv  daunted. 

Without  nnswerin,i;  tlii.s  piece  of  insolence,  Ronquerolics 
only  ri'inarkcd : 

"Voii  mif^ht  pc!  ,ips  desire  your  nephew  to  help  in  your 
inquiries." 

"Ves."  said  .Tac(|iieline ;  "I  think  it  would  not  be  ami«s  to 
tell  him  sometiiin^^  ahout  the  matter — without  naming,'  vou. 
of  course." 

"And  if  at  any  time  I  can  he  of  use  to  him  with  his  chief. 
you  know,  I  am  as  staunch  a  friend  as  I  am  a  dansrerous  foe." 

Thereupon  .Aradanie  de  Saint-i:stcve  and  Iier  client  partid. 
and  as  soon  as  the  enemy's  coacli-wlicels  were  heard  in  the 
distance,  the  virtuous  matron  had  no  occasion  to  <;o  in  search 
of  her  nephew,  lie  had  ;.'one  roiniil  hy  a  hack  passage,  and 
come  to  wait  in  the  room  l)ehind  the  drawing-room,  whence 
ho  had  overiieard  eveiytliing. 

"You  tricked  iiim  iieatlv!"'  said  Vautrin.  "Wo  will  con- 
trive hy  little  scraps  of  information  to  keep  his  head  in  the 
trough  for  a  few  davs  longer;  hut  now  go  at  once  and  fetch 
our  'Helen,'  for  unless  it  is  too  late  you  ought  to  introduce  us." 

"Be  easy;  I  will  .^ettle  that."  said  his  aunt,  who  a  minute 
later  came  hack  with  the  hand.some  housekeeper. 

"Signora    Luigia — Monsieur  le   C'omte   llalphertius,"  sai 
she.  introducing  tliem  to  each  other. 

"SigiK>ra."  said  N'autrin  in  the  most  respectful  tone,  "my 
friend  Madame  de  Saint-Ksteve  tells  me  you  will  permit  me 
to  take  some  interest  for  vour  affairs '■' 
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•MadiuiH'  do  Suint-Estevo."  njilicil  Luifjia,  who  had 
!,,,.:„,1  to  speak  French  perfiMtly.  •■\\i\-  spoken  of  you  as  u 
!:ii!,  uiih  a  fjreat  kiiowled^'e  of  art." 

••  i  hat  is  to  say,  I  am  passionately  d.'votcil  |o  it.  and  my  for- 
:iin,  allows  ine  to  do  all  I  tan  to  eMeoura<(e  it.  Vou,  madamo, 
:,!,.    I  splendid  gift." 

•■'1  hat  remains  to  he  proved,  if  I  am  rfo  fortunate  as  to  get 
.•    i N-nKC  of  being  heard." 

V.ni  may  come  out  when  you  cIioofc.  I  have  seen  the 
iiMiiaL'cr  of  the  Italians  theatre  in  London;  lie  shall  liear  you 
t  -11;  aTow — it  is  settled." 

•I  am  deeply  grateful  for  the  trouble  you  have  Ix-en  so 
t'-u.l  as  to  take;  but  before  accepting  your  kind  ollices,  I  wish 
to  ,  (line  to  a  dear  understanding." 

•  1  love  to  be  frank,"  said  Vautrin. 

■1  am  poor  and  alone  in  the  world,"  said  Luigia ;  "I  am 
rnrMilered  good-looking,  and  at  any  rate  I  am  young.  It 
h.l  M,vcs  me,  therefore,  to  be  circumspect  in  accepting  the 
',!.'( r  benevolence  that  is  shown  nie.  In  France,  I  am  told, 
1!  1-  rarely  disinterested." 

"Disinterestedness."  said  Vautrin,  "I  shall  promise.  But 
a~  t.i  hmdering  tongues  of  talking — I  shall  not  promise." 

•on:  as  for  talk."  said  his  aunt,  "that  you  may  make  up 
votir  mind  to.  Monsieur  le  Comte"s  age  even  will  not  stop  their 
u,;_.^<lng — for,  in  fact,  a  younger  man  is  more  likely  to  devote 

hiii!-lf  to  a  woman  without  any  idea  of In  Paris  your 

'i  iiaelielors  are  all  reprobates!" 

•  I  >hall  not  have  ideas,"  said  ^'autrin.  "If  I  am  so  happy 
I'.  ''■  of  use  for  the  signora.  wliich  I  admire  her  talent  so 
riii  i;.  she  shall  let  me  be  her  friend:  but  if  1  fail  in  my  re- 
-;•  ■  to  her,  she  shall  be  independent  for  that  talent,  and  she 
~'    :;  lurn  me  out  of  her  door  like  a  servant  that  shall  rob 

•■  \:hI  I  hear.  Monsieur  le  Comte,  tliat  you  have  already 
!•    !  kind  enough  to  iii'iiiirc  about  an  en^ageiiu'tit  for  me?" 

■  l!  i>  almost  setth'."  said  Vautrin.  "'ro-morrow  ynii  shall 
-!!!_'•.  and  if  your  voice  shall  satisfy  the  manager  of  the  Jtal- 
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iails  in  I<(iii<l<iii.  it  is  lii'tv  tiniiisiiiul  fniiio  fur  tlio  rest  >  tho 
season." 

"It  is  ii  drcaiii,"  >iiiil  Liiifjiii.  '"And,  ["Thapti,  wiu'ii  h,> 
sliiili  liiivc  lii'anl  me " 

"lie  will  l(c  (if  tlu'  siiiiic  opinion  as  tliat  ^^nnsi('^lr  .Iiif(]uc> 
Iiriclii'tcnu,"  replied  .Iac(pioline.  "Ih'  -aid  vni;  had  -i\tv 
tlioii-aiid  francs  in  your  voice — s^o  you  are  still  robbed  '>f  \vn 
tliiiii-aiMl  francs," 

"Oil  I  as  to  liis  promise  to  pay  fifty  tlionsand  francs  a-  ■iium 
as  lie  has  benrd  yon,"  said  A'antvin,  "I  have  no  fear.  Thi'ii 
to  pay  them — that  is  another  tliinj;.  lie  waiit;^  money,  thcv 
say.  I'nt  we  will  have  the  a;:^reement  made  hy  some  clever 
man.  ^ladame  de  S.iint-Ksteve  shall  find  him  ;  and  the  sifriiora 
siiall  not  have  to  ihiidv  about  the  money — that  is  her  friends' 
concern.     She  sha'i  think  only  of  her  ])arts," 

Vautrin,  as  lie  said,  '■'i'lu'n  to  i  ly  them — thai     s  another 

thing "  had  mana^'i'd  to  toucii   his  aunt's  foot   with  hi, 

own.     Siie  understood. 

"On  the  contrary."  wiid  she,  "I  believe  he  will  pay  very 
punctually.  He  will  not  care  to  ipiarrel  witii  us.  mv  dear 
Count.  It  is  not  every  (hiy  that  you  come  a^•ro^s  a  man  who, 
to  secure  an  cnga^xement,  is  ready  to  risk  a  sum  of  a  hundred 
thousand  crowns." 

"What,  monsieur!  you  are  ]>rcparcd  to  make  such  a  sacrifice 
for  my  sake  I — I  can  never  allow  it " 

"ily  good  Madame  de  Saint- Ksteve."  said  Vautrin.  '"vou 
are  a  tell-tah'.  1  am  risking  nothing;  1  liavp  looked  into  the 
matter,  and  at  the  end  of  the  season  1  shall  have  my  benefits: 
besides.  I  am  v-e-ery  rich.  I  am  a  widower.  I  have  not  ciiil- 
(Iren  ;  and  if  jiait  of  that  money  shall  Ih-  lost.  I  shall  not  for 
that  hang  myself." 

"Xevertlieless,  monsieur.  I  will  not  permit  such  a  piece  of 
folly." 

"Then  you  do  not  want  me  lor  your  friend,  and  you  are 
afraid  you  shall  he  oomi)romi-ed  if  I  help  you?" 

"In  Italy,  monsieur,  such  a  protector  is  (piite  recognized: 
and  so  long  as  there  is  uothiug  wrong,  nobody  cares  for  ap- 
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tliiiifis.   iiml    I    shall    ciitor   into    |»aiiiici>liii» 
;.ii'  fvcn  if  voii  refuse." 
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•me,   (•i;iMe,    prettv   one,"    said   .laKjut 

tl 


me, 


"VdU    must 
11. 


iiji  your  mind  to  ouiii;:  tltis  servire  to  my  IiicihI  Ilal- 
inrtMis;  you  know  that  if  I  thou;.'Iit  it  was  likely  to  carry 
-;:  further  than  you  think  iiuite  rij,'ht.  I  >hould  have  nothinj; 

!m  with  it.  Talk  it  over  with  your  eonfesMir,  and  you  will 
■  <■  .Oiiti  he  says  uhf)ut  it." 

I  wniild  m  Itah  ;  hut  in  France  I  should  aot  consult  him 


theatrical  en;,'ajrement. 


■Will.  then,  si 


gnora,     sa 


id  Vautrin,  in  tiie  kindest  wav, 


I  !i-ider  your  career  as  an  artist.  It  lies  hefore  you.  a  splen- 
'1  load  I  And  when  every  paper  in  Europe  is  full  of  the 
■  ■  Liiifjia,  there  will  l)e  a  jj;ood  many  [)eople  ixreatly  vexed 
tliink  that  they  failed  to  reeofrnize  so  great  an  artist,  and  to 
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friendly  terms  with  her. 


\auirin  knew  men"?  minds  too  well  not  to  have  caleulated 
!h(  I'tTcct  of  this  allusion  to  the  secret  sorrow  of  the  Italian 
iTM-i-  heart.  The  poor  woman's  eves  flashed,  and  she  ^rjisjied 
I'l'  hivath. 

Monsieur  le  Comte."  said  she, 
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lonbtedlv;  and  all  the  more  so.  lie(au<e   if  I   spend 


incv,  1  expect  to  <zet  some  little  returi 


And  that  is- 
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ui'na. 


That  you  show  me  some  kiml  feeling:  that  tin-  world  shall 
-vo  me  to  he  happier  than  1  really  shall  t>e ;  ami  that  you 
•    thing  to  deprive  me  of  that  little  sop  to  my  pride,  with 
'  !i  1  promise  to  be  content." 
I  uo  not  quite  understand,"  said  the  Italian,  knitting  her 
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your  doputv  ii^niii.  or  fall   in   low  with  soiiu'hody  ebo.  hij 
part,   lis  voii    iii.-iy    mKlcrstaiid,   would   not   l)o   a   handsome 

one." 

"I  shall  novor  ho  anything  to  the  Count  hur  a  gnUofid  and 
sinoore  friend."  said  i.uif,'ia.  "But  I  sliall  ho  no  more  for 
any  othor  niau— <'si)oeially  for  tlio  man  of  whom  you  speak. 
1  did  not  hroak  up  my  life,  dear  luadame,  without  due  con- 
pidoration." 

"Rut  you  pee.  my  dear,"  said  the  old  wonum.  thus  shov- 
ing a  ])"n)found  knowledge  of  the  human  heart,  ''that  the 
men  of  whom  we  deilaro  that  we  have  washed  our  hands  are 
often  just  the  most  dangerous." 

"You  speak  as  a  Frenehwoman.  madame."  said  the  Italian. 

"Then  to-morrow,"  said  Vautrin,  "I  liave  your  permission 
to  come  for  you  and  take  you  to  meet  this  manager:-  Of 
course,  vou  know  many  of  the  parts  in  stoek  opera  y" 

"I  know  all  the  part.s  taken  by  Malibran  and  Pasta,"  said 
T.uigia,  who  had  been  studying  indefatigably  for  two  years 

past. 

"And  you  will  not  change  your  mind  in  the  course  of  the 
night?"'  said  Yautrin  insinuatingly. 

"Here  is  my  hand  on  it,"  said  Luigia,  with  artless  frank- 
ness. "I  do  not  know  whether  bargains  are  ratified  so  in 
Franco." 

"Ah,  Diva,  Diva  I"  cried  Yautrin.  with  the  most  burlesque 
caricature  of  dilettante  admiration:  and  ho  lightly  touched 
the  fair  hand  he  held  with  his  lips. 

When  wo  romeni!)er  the  terrible  secret  of  this  man's  past 
life,  it  must  bo  admitted  that  the  Human  Comedy — nay,  I 
should  say.  Human  Life— has  some  strange  doublings. 

The  success  of  the  singer's  trial  was  far  bovond  Yautrin's 
oxpeotations.  The  hearers  were  unanimously  in  favor  of 
T.uigia's  engagement.  Nay,  if  th(>y  liad  listened  to  Sir 
Francis  Drake,  it  would  liave  been  signed  then  and  there, 
and  the  sinp'r  would  have  sot  nut  the  same  day  for  London. 
where,  owing  to  La  Serboni's  illness,  Her  ]\Iajesty's  Theatre 
was  in  great  straits. 
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But  X'aiitriii,  when  oiuo  thai  sido  nH  the  qui'.-tinn  was 
.^ti!,!.  wished  to  make  I'lirllicr  iiuiuiriL's  as  to  tlic  mouoy  to 
i,  ii.M-ii'd;  ami  instead  of  >i,;:ii(iia  Lui;;ia,  it  was  he,  at- 
i,.;,;,-,!  iiv  his  secretary,  who  acniriipaiiicd  the  iiiipnstirio  to 
K:i-:,i,id  with  a  view  to  htokiuj^  into  matters.  In  tlie  eveiit 
nf  !iiiiim<f  tlie  position  altogether  iintenahie,  lie  was  (juite 
lifjuiid  to  withdraw  his  oiler  witli  eool  faithlessness,  as  the 
;.;/'.  engagement  no  longer  depended  on  the  advance  of 
i.ii.tiil  whieh  he  had  at  lirst  been  prepared  to  risk. 
A-  ill  was  starting,  he  said  to  his  aunt: 
■To-day  is  the  Hth  of  .May;  at  seven  in  the  evening 
nil  i1h'  -.'Ist,  I  shall  he  back  in  I'aris  with  Sir  Francis  Drake. 
.M.iitiwhile.  take  care  that  our  protegee  is  provided  with  a 
-uitiiiili'  outllt.  No  absurd  magnificence,  as  if  you  were  dress- 
iiii:  ii|i  a  courtesan,  but  handsome  things  in  the  best  style, 
nut  iMiid  or  too  startling  to  tlie  signora's  good  taste.  In  short, 
ju-i  wiiat  you  would  buy  for  your  daughter,  if  you  had  one, 
ainl  -ii''  were  going  to  be  married. 

•joi'  that  same  day,  tlie  '-ilst,  order  a  dinner  for  fifteen 
frniii  Chevet.  '!'"  ■  party  will  consi>t  of  tlie  leaders  of  the 
pii  - :  your  dieii  Bixiou  will  get  them  together.  You,  of 
(...III-,.,  as  mistress  of  the  h^use,  but  I  entreat  you,  dress 
(jUiiii) — nothing  to  scare  tlu'  guests.  'ITien  1  mu.-t  have  a 
(li\.'i  man  of  business  to  look  througli  the  papers  before  we 
>iLMi.  ;iiid  a  pianist  to  accompany  the  J)iva,  who  shall  sing  us 
^HIl;t  liiiiig  after  dinner.  You  must  prepare  her  to  give  a 
'f  her  best  quality  to  all  those  trumpeters  of  fame.  Sir 
-  Drake  and  1  make  the  party  up  to  fifteen.  I  need 
\  that  it  is  your  friend  Count  Ilalphertius  who  gives 
ii'ier  at  ynur  house,  because  he  has  none  of  his  own  in 
:  and  everything  is  to  be  of  the  best,  elegant  and  refined, 

may  i)e  talked  about  everywhere."" 
I  r  giving  these  instructions,   Vautrin  got  into  a  post- 
.  knowing  .Jacqueline  Collin  well  enough  to  feel  sure 
th.it  !!!s  orders  would  be  carried  out  with  intelligence  and 
T'iiii'  'iialilv. 
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When  Vautriii  had  iiK'iitionvd  Uixiou  as  the  recniiting- 
sergeaiit  of  liis  ((.mpiniy,  this  was  what  he  had  meant  by  call- 
iiig  liiiu  licr  ■•client."" 

Among  the  various  seeret  sources  of  wealtli  that  helped  to 
swell  ihA'ver-iiH  rcasiiig  fortune  which  Ua-lignae  had  scentod 
under  Saint-K^teve's  social  status,  usury,  of  course,  had  not 
been  disdained.  Thougli  economists  have  gone  so  far  as  to 
maintain  that  money  is  a  form  of  merchandise  of  which  iiio 
price  is  wrongfully  fixed  hy  law,  for  eouscicncos  as  broad  a? 
tho.s>  of  Vautriii  "and  his  aunt  the  provisicms  of  the  penal 
code  were  an  obstacle  only  in  so  far  as  they  failed  to  elude 
them— but  wlio  is  the  fool  who  allows  himself  to  be  car.ght  in 
the  clutches  of  the  code?  Unh^ss  he  has  never  read  Moliere's 
Ararc,  he  cannot  help  being  aware  of  the  Maitrc  Siin'ni.  who, 
from  time  immemorial,  has  stood  as  a  screen  between  the  ex- 
tortionate money-h'nder's  transactions  and  the  vexations  of 

the  law. 

Xow,  Master   Bixiou,  whose  extremely  free-and-easy  life 
frequeiitlv  compelled  him  to  have  recourse  to  his  credit,  had. 
through  an  intermediary,  found  himself  in  business  relation? 
with  Jacqueline  Collin  ;  and  by  his  monkey-skill  in  worming 
out  mvsteries,  especially  such  as  might  interest  himself,  in 
spite  of  the  (jueer  disguises  in  which  she  involved  herself,  he 
had   succeeded    in   getting   face   to   face   with    his   creditor 
Then,  one  dav,  being  (piite  unable  to  meet  a  bill  which  would 
fall  due  on  the  morrow,  he  had  boldly  attacked  the  ogress,  to 
work  the  miracle  of  extracting  a  renewal  on  favorable  terni^. 
The  woman  liked  a  man  of  spirit,  and,  like  all  wild  beast>. 
she  had  her  intervals  of  ruth.     It  need  hardly  be  said  that 
Bixiou  had  done  his  utmost  to  propitiate  her;  he  was  witty 
und.'r  his  reverses,  full  of  daxziing  paradox  and  theories  of 
jovial  immoralitv.  which  so  '■iTcctually  bewildered  the  iiioiiev- 
lender,  that  not  onlv  did  sh.'  renew  the  hill,  hut  she  had  even 
lent  him  a  further  "sum  :  and  this  sum,  to  crown  the  marve  , 
he  had  actuallv  rejiaid  her. 

11, nee.   between   the   artist    and  the  "matrimonial  agent 
(here  arose  a  certain  friendly  feeling.     Bixiou,  not  knowing 


^ 


THE    MEMBER    I'OU    AlUIS 


whiir    till' 


tcrriblo    croaturi'    was    witli     wIkmii    lie 


nil 


llMMl 


-hoiil.l.T-.  flattered  himself  that  it  was  his  clevcmess  that 
!:;,!.  Imt  laugh,  and  now  and  then,  when  he  was  at  his  wits' 
,.r,,l.  riiahtrd  him  to  soften  her  to  the  extent  of  a  few 
;  u„,!r.ui-:  he  did  not  know  that  he  was  the  doLC  of  the  rareo 
-!.,.u  ii!  the  lion's  den  ;  and  that  this  woman,  in  whose  past  life 
th.iv  !iad  heen  ineidents  a  hi  Brinvilliers.  was  not  ineapahle 
,,!  iii:ikinjr  him  pay  with  liis  life  for  his  insolent  familiarity, 
\.<  >,iv  ti'ithiiiL''  of  the  interest  on  her  loans. 

Mf,n;\vliile.  anil  pendin<f  this  fatal  termination,  which  was 
!i,it  viTv  prohable,  Jacfiiieline  Collin  did  not  hesitate  to  employ 
ilii-  i.i\i,d  srossip  in  the  ferreting  he  practised  so  successfully; 
I'll.tii.  >lie  not  iinfre(]uently  pave  him.  without  his  knowing 
it.  a  part  to  play  in  the  shady  imbroglios  that  were  the  oc- 
fiipat'.'in   of  her  life. 

hi  the  alfair  of  Taiigia.  the  caricaturist  was  wonderfully 
li-rf;!  ;  through  him  she  could  insure  publicity  for  the  rumor 
nf  ('Mi;i!t  llalphertius'  appearance  on  the  Parisian  horizon, 
his  jia—ion  for  the  singer,  and  the  immense  sums  he  was  pre- 
pnn  1  to  put  down  in  Iter  l)ehalf.  And  it  must  be  said  that 
hi?  ii!uvi>rsal  acfpiaintance  with  the  writing,  singing,  paint- 
jnir.  <:;ting,  rollicking,  swarming  world  of  Paris,  made  him 
rii]iahlc  above  other  men  of  recruiting  the  full  complement  of 
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-makers  that  Vautrin  recjuired. 

the  21st,  at  seven  o'clock  precisely,  all  the  guests,  of 

Dosroches  had  given  Bixiou  the  list,  and  Desrochcs 

f.  were  assembled  in  the  drawing-room  in  the  Rue  de 

re  when  the  negro  announced  Sir  Francis  Drake  and 

llalphertius,   who   had   insisted   on   not   being  named 

The  Swedish  gentleman's  dress  was  admirably  correct; 

k  suit,  white  waistcoat,  and  white  tie,  over  which  the 

!  '>f  a  fancy  order  hung  round   his  neck.     His  other 

itioiis  were  fastened  at  his  button-hole  bv  little  chains, 

had  not  dared  to  flaunt  a  star  sewn  to  his  coat. 

nc  glanced  at  the  assembled  circle.  Vautrin   was  an- 

to  perceive  that  his  aunt's  habits  and  instincts  had 
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provi'd  strotifj:or  tlifiii  liis  special  aiul  cxpro*?  in]unftinn-. 
and  a  sort  of  turban,  jxrcrii  and  yellow,  woidd  have  ])iit  liim 
seriously  out  of  temper,  iuit  that  the  skill  she  luni  .-Imun 
in  cai-ryinj,'  out  all  his  other  wishes  won  forjjiveness  fur  her 
liead-(|ress.  As  for  Lui<:ia,  dressed,  as  usual,  in  black,  hav- 
ing' had  the  wisdom  to  refuse  the  assistance  of  a  hainhvv>cr 
who  had  vainly  attem[)1eil  to  reduce  what  he  called  tlic  di- 
order  of  her  hair,  she  was  sujiremely  beautiful;  and  an  air 
of  melancholy  <,n-avity  stamped  on  all  her  person  compelled 
a  feelinix  of  respect,  which  surprised  these  men.  tn  whom 
Bixiou  had  spuken  of  her  as  awaiting  their  verdiei. 

Tlie  oidv  per.-on  who  was  specially  introduced  to  \'anlrin 
was  Desroches.  whom  Hixiou  brouirht  up  to  him  with  this 
jovially  emphatic  formula: 

"Maitrc  Dcsrochcs,  the  most  intelligent  attorney  of  niodern 
times." 

As  to  Sir  ^-Vnncis  Orake.  if  he  seemed  a  shade  less  scorn- 
ful than  he  Iia  1  intended  to  be  of  the  influence  of  journalism 
as  affecting  the  supply  of  capital,  it  was  because  he  happened 
to  be  acfpiainted  with  Felicicii  Vernou  and  Loustcau,  two 
writers  for  the  jounudistic  press,  with  whom  he  shook  hand> 
warmly. 

Before  dinner  was  announced.  Count  Halphertius  thousht 
it  his  part  to  make  a  little  speech;  and  after  a  few  nnnutcs' 
conversation  with  Signora  Luigia.  to  whom  he  had  good 
taste  enough  not  to  speak  till  he  had  been  in  the  room  a  short 
while,  he  ostensibly  addressed  Mailame  de  Saint-Esteve.  but 
loud  enough  to  be  heard  by  all  who  were  present. 

"My  dear  madanie."  said  he  to  his  aunt,  "you  are  reallv 
a  wonderful  woman.  The  first  time  I  find  myself  in  n  I'an- 
drawing-room,  and  you  make  nie  to  meet  all  that  is  most  dis- 
tinguished in  literature,  in  arts.  an<l  in  the  world  of  business. 
I.  what  am  mly  a  northern  barbarian,  though  my  ;'nuntrv 
has  its  famous  men— T.inna-us.  Berzelius.  the  great  Thorvald- 
seii.  Tegner.  Franzen.  (icier,  and  our  charming  novelist. 
Frederica  Bremer — I  am  here  astonished  and  timid,  and  1 
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li,,  I.. I  know  how  lo  >ii\   to  voii  that    1  iiiii  m)  extraordinary 
,.l,i::Ml." 

•W.  11.  ihrougli  rKTiiiKlniti'.'"  said  tlio  lady,  whoso  erudi- 
;;,,;i  M,,k   her  so   far  as  that.  "Franco  and  Swodon  claspod 

1  I-  Mnito  certain,""  saiil  Vaiilrin.  "that  our  beloved 
-,.,.;.  _Mi  ("harlos  XIV. " 

i|r  uas  intciTuptod  hy  a  Imtlcr,  who  throw  open  the  doors 
„;  ^1  :i:,Miiiii(rd  (liniicr. 

\|  .!iMii.     (!(■     Saiiit-Estovo     took     Vautrin's     arm,     and 

■  ■;:-!!.  v<  i\  a.-  tlicy  wont : 

••li.ii"t  you  lliiiik  it  all  very  woU  done?" 

■■\ :  -."■  said  .Tac(Hios  Collin,  "it  is  vory  well  pot  up.     Xoth- 

-  -  uronp  but  your  diabolical  parrot-colurod  turban,  which 
-■;ir:l'  ij  ino  a  good  deal." 

•N".  no,"  said  .lacfiuolino,  "with  my  Javanoso  [ihiz"  (.she 
•■.„-  lioiii,  in   fact,  in  Java)   "something  Oriental  carries  it 

*•  r  ulacod  Sir  Francis  Drake  to  her  right,  and  next  to  hira 
i'Mn.  iirs:  Vautrin,  opposite  to  her  at  the  other  end  of  the 
•,!':'■.  was  supported  by  Kniilo  Rloiidet  of  the  Dibats  and 
!.::.-:-.  next  to  whoiu  sat  Theodore  (laillanl:  the  twenty-five 
i:..ii-:md  suljscribers  to  the  paper  edited  by  this  practised 
'ilt-man  well  earned  him  this  distinction.  The  other 
.'I'-t-  M'atod  themselves  a?  they  pleased. 

Tim  <linner  was  not.  on  the  whole,  particularly  lively.  The 
iliiiiian  Comedy"'  has  more  than  once  had  occasion  to  in- 
r'vulr  a  picture  of  the  cheerful  rac(>  who  were  here  present 
•  t  •!■■(..  under  the  brilliant  light  of  the  trirlinium ;  but  then 
■  '.id  not  been  muzzled  as  they  wore  at  this  banquet. 
''.  :.  as  a  nu'Ssage  from  Mailame  de  Saint-F^stove.  had 
:■     iiarly   imi)ressod  on  all   the  guests  that   they  were  to 

■  'thing  that  could  distress  the  chaste  ears  of  the  pious 
':■  So  these  men,  forced  to  be  cautions,  all  men  of  wit 

i  iM'lintr — n)ore  or  less,  as  a  famous  critic  said,  had  lost 

":•  •   -ionf.  and  falling  back  on  the  dinner,  which  was  ex- 

■..  :  i.  tliev  murmured  in  undertones,  or  reduceil  the  conver- 
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tiiitioii  to  CDtiiiiKiMiiliict'  remarks.  Jii  sliort.  they  ate  and  thev 
drank  hihUt  iinili'.-t,  so  to  spea!< ;  but  llu'V  did  not  really 
dine. 

IJi.vioii,  to  wlioni  sucli  a  slate  of  tiling's  was  <iuit('  uncn- 
diirahli',  was  liciit  on  makintr  some  lircak  in  this  ninniitoiiy, 
'I'lio  intiinacv  hctwccn  a  I'ni'ci^'n  nohlcnian  an<l  their  lici>t('>> 
liad  j^iven  iiirn  fmid  for  tlioujxhl  :  he  had  also  been  struck 
hy  a  certain  inelheieney  in  tlie  Anipliitryon  ;  and  hail  said  to 
liiniself  tliat    a  ^'enniiie   nuldenian   would   at   a  smaller  ro-t 

havi-  succ ]('([  in  pulliiij,'  some  life  into  the  party.     So,  in 

order  to  fe(d  his  wav,  it  occurred  to  liim  to  test  \]w  fount 
})y  speakin;;  of  Sweden,  and  at  the  lie,i^inninj,'  of  the  second 
course  he  asked  him  all  ;htoss  the  tahle: 

"Monsieur  le  Conite,  you  arc  too  younjr,  I  imaj^ine,  to 
liave  known  (iii~lavns  III.,  wlioni  Scrihc  and  Aidjcr  have  set 
in  an  opera,  and  who  in  France  lias  given  his  glorious  name 
to  a  (jnlop." 

■'I  beg  your  pardon."  replied  Vautrin,  seizing  the  oppor- 
tunity thus  olTered  to  him;  "l  am  very  nearly  sixty,  which 
would  make  ine  tiiirteeii  in  nit".',  when  our  beloved  sovereign 
was  killed  hy  the  assassin  Anckastroem ;  so  I  can  remeinber 
those  times." 

Having  said  this,  by  the  help  of  a  volume  called  CamrVeres 
ct  AiH'cdotcs  de  la  cuur  dc  Surde  (published  by  Arthus 
licrtrand  in  ISdS  without  tiie  author's  name),  which  he  had 
picked  up  at  a  bookstall  since  his  incarnation  as  a  Swede. 
Vautrin  was  in  a  position  to  defy  pitfalls.  lie  imj)roved 
the  occasion;  like  a  speaker  who  only  waits  to  ho  started  on 
a  familiar  text  to  display  his  ]>owers  to  the  best  advantage, 
no  sooner  was  the  tap  turned  on  than  ho  flowed  with  such 
erudition  and  jiertinence  on  all  tho  gri>at  men  of  his  country. 
gave  so  many  circumstantial  details,  related  so  many  curiou? 
and  secret  facts,  especially  with  regard  to  the  famous  Coup 
d'l^tat,  by  which  (lustavus  III.  enutnci])ated  the  Crown  in 
ITTti;  in  short,  was  so  jirecise  and  so  interesting,  that  as  they 
rose  from  table,  ftmile  Rlondet  said  to  Bixiou: 

*•]    was    like   you — a    foreign    Counc,    introduced    by   this 


THE    MEMBEU    FOR    AUCIS 


4:u 


mat.  !iinoiio;t.r,  at  first  ntruek  iiiu  as  >usi)icious.  Hut  not  f)nly 
•A,,-  i!ii  dinner  really  princely;  this  man  knows  his  Swedish 
('..iiri  in  a  way  that  is  not  to  l)e  j,'ot  out  of  books,  ile  is 
•,:.,!  .;;!,tr(l!v  a  man  of  good  family;  and  if  only  1  had  time, 
1  r,„iM  make  a  very  interesting  pampldet  out  of  all  he  has 

\\i:rii  ihfy  had  had  eolTee,  Sir  FraiU'is  Drake,  Vautrin, 
.,■:■]  liiM'oehes  went  into  an  adjoining  room,  where  they 
;;i!k..i  nvrr  the  deed  of  iiartnershiji  and  the  engagement  of 
■,  I'liina  donna.  All  the  terms  heing  finally  settled, 
V,:;';;n  called  in  the  Dim  to  sign. 

ih  I-  ii  very  cunning  fo.\,"  said  Desroehes  to  Bixiou  as 
tin  V  liime  hack  to  the  drawing-room.  "He  must  \)o  I'uor- 
\]v.[i'\\  rich;  he  paid  the  Englishman  a  hundred  ihousai'd 
rn'Ai  -  iliiwn  in  banknotes  on  the  spot;  and  when  I  wanted 
t'l  :i!-'it  a  rather  stringent  (•lau>e  in  the  agreement  as  to 
[!;•■  paMnent  of  the  lady's  salary — for  Sir  Francis  Drake  has 
;;"t  a  reputation  for  paying  on  the  tail,  as  Leon  de  Lora  woidd 
-av-  Miir  gentleman  would  allow  no  written  expression  of 
il:-tru-t — whence  I  conclude  that  the  fair  Italian  keeps  him 
at  aiiiiV  length,  and  that  he  is  not  sorry  to  have  some  hold 
jvrr  !!■■!•  through  ari'ears  of  pay."' 

".\iii|  your  fees,"  said  Bixiou.  '"Did  he  happen  to  mention 
tl.tii?  1  told  old  Saint-Ksteve  that  she  must  not  expect  a 
i:]an  ef  vour  consecjuence  to  put  himself  out  of  the  way  for 
-niii'  ;ii!il  bei'f — that  they  must  !)(>  garnished  with  parsley." 

■■||.i'e  you  are!"  said  Desroehes,  taking  out  of  his  pocket 
a  ,'oiil  liiix.  oval  in  shape,  and  very  handsomely  chased.  "Just 
".'•'■■''.  while  1  was  reading  the  indentuns,  I  had  laid  my  snuff- 
!"'\  ■'(  Irish  horn — worth  about  ten  francs  perhaps — on  the 
;■ ''  !•  !n  my  side.  Our  friend  interrupted  me  to  ask  me  for 
■1  !' : .  !i.  When  I  had  done  reading  and  wanted  it.  in  the 
' ' a  I  III'  my  bo.\,  vviiich  had  vanished,  I  found  this  gem." 

■'V-ni-  'uncle,'''  said  l'>ixion.  "would  lend  you  three  or 
f  "  iumdred  francs  on  it,  which  would  mean  a  value  of 
>!!"•''  .1  thousand." 

"A-  I  protested  against  such  an  exchange,"  Desroehes  went 
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on,  '''I  am  tlir  i^mIikt  liv  it."  -ii\s  lie.     'I  liiivr  ;i  relic  of  tho 
Napolf'oii  of  alloiiHy.-."  '" 

''.Mif,'lity  ^ffiitcrl  I"  >;ii(l  liixi'iii.  ■•.iiid  |ilcii.-c  (ii)(l  and  tho 
old  woman  I  will  cultixali'  hi-  ati|uainlaiii-c. —  1  say.  ,-ii]i- 
posiii^  I  were  to  .-ketch  him  in  an  early  nnmher  of  thi' 
Clniriiiiri .'" 

"First  We  mn>I  liml  oiu  whether  he  has  enon;:h  i^'rciifh 
wit  ill  him  to  Im-  jileaM'd  to  m'c  him.-elf  i  iiricatureil.'" 

At  this  moment  a  chord  on  the  piano  nnnonnced  that  tl.f 
Signora  Luij,'ia  was  aimnt  to  I'aee  the  enemy.  She  san^  ih,' 
"Willow  Son*;"  with  a  de]ith  of  rxjire— ion  whicii  toiiehed  hrr 
audience,  thouirli  the  trial  was  held  hy  an  areopa^nis  wIm 
was  di<jestin^  a  dinner  of  no  sparini;  character.  Rimlc 
Blondct.  a  do,i,'mafie  pnliiieian  rather  than  a  man  of  ima^qiia- 
tion,  was  surprised  into  hi'atin.ir  time  in  the  fervor  of  hi? 
enthusiasm.  He  l)eat  out  of  time,  it  is  true,  hut  the  emotion 
was  not  the  less  evident. 

The  sonir  ended.  Vernon  and  Lousteau,  jroinir  up  to  Sir 
Francis  Drake,  said,  with  an  assumption  of  indiiinatioii  as 
flattering  to  his  skill  as  to  his  liojx-s  as  a  manairer: 

"What  a  mean  wretch  yon  must  he  to  have  secured  such 
an  artist  for  fifty  thousand  francs — a  mere  sonjjl" 

Luigia  then  sang  an  air  from  Xliifi,  hy  I'acsiello.  and  in 
this  light  and  vivacious  character  r(>vealed  a  gift  of  imper- 
sonation at  least  ecpial  to  her  talents  as  a  singer. 

"She  startled  me  I"*  said  the  old  aunt  to  Vautrin.  "'I 
fancied  I  saw  Peyrade"s  daughter." 

This  was  an  allusion  to  a  dreadful  incident  connected  with 
Baron  Xucingen's  story,  in  wliich  this  formidahle  foe  liad 
played  the  chief  ])art.  She  had  driven  an  uidiappy  girl  o'lt 
of  her  mind  hy  getting  her  into  a  lioii-e  of  ill-fame,  in  pursu- 
ance of  an  atrocious  scheme  of  vengeance. 

What  crovned  T.uigia's  .-'wcess,  and  recommended  her  pj;- 
pccially  to  her  rciiorters.  wa<  her  modesty — a  sort  of  igno- 
rance of  her  wonderful  gifts  in  tlic  midst  of  the  praises  that 
were  showcTvd  on  her.  This  little  crowd  of  journalists,  ac- 
customed to  the  extravagant  vanitv  and  insolent  assiniiption 
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I  ihr  -iii;ill<'>t  stiiL'*'  fiuccn?:.  I'oiild  not  ^'ct  over  tlic  liiimility 
;i.:,l  arMl.'.-siU'ss  of  this  Kiii|.rc>s  of  Soii^.  who  seemed  (luitc 
,,i;-j,l:-,(l  at  llieetl'ect   >he  lind  [iroihireil. 

\  ;.\\  words  skilfullv  uiii-pered  ai  parliiiir  to  eaeli  of  (hcso 
..n.i  inrii.  mid  a  card  left  at  their  lodLriUL's  next  day  by 
Tmi:  :;  llalph.Ttius.  seeiired  for  his  |»rote;:''('.  =1'  !'">'  rate  for 
(i„.  liiMiiHut,  a  chorus  of  admiration  which  would  echo  across 
.1,  (  liiiiiiicl.  and  he  altiiost  as  px.d  as  a  l)rillianl  dibut  at 
ti;,   I  Lilian  opera  liouse  in  I'aris. 

'[\u-  -if.Miora's  departure  was  fixed  for  the  morrow;  she 
\v,i-  1"  travel,  escorted  hy  Sir  Francis  Drake.  To  avoid  a 
m.-i-i'ti'.  Madame  de  Saiiit-Kstt-ve  iiad  taken  the  precaution 
..f  rn-ai:in>r  a  maid,  and.  a.irainsl  her  practice  when  she 
n;.il.iiril   with   servants,   she   took  care   to   secure   an    honest 

Un!|i;||!. 

(  ..iiiit  llal|)liertius  jravo  proof  of  his  disinterestedness  in 
,i  u,i\  that  was  thonnitrhly  appreciated.  He  said,  which  was 
ii.ilV.  ilv  true,  that  l)Usiness  detained  him  in  I'aris.  reserv- 
ing' ill''  ri<rlit,  if  lie  sliould  he  so  fortunate  as  to  hrin.i,'  it  to 

II  c"!i'  hision  in  about  a  month  or  six  weeks,  to  run  over  to 
I.o'i!  -1  and  enjoy  the  triumph,  of  wliicli  he  no  lonpT  felt 
a  lin'.iiit,  and  wliieh  he  was  so  happy  as  to  have  l)een  able  to 
i.r.-p.iiv. 


Mm  I 
A- 
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lie  days  before  Luigia's  journey,  the  Boulogne  Imat 
.1  another  person  of  this  drama  to  Englaml. 
-non  as  he  had  aseertained  where  he  could  tind  8alle- 
.  to  give  him  the  information  he  thought  so  urgent, 
ir~  Mricheteau  abandoned  the  idea  of  writing  to  him. 
i 'Ught  it  simpler  and  safer  to  go  to  see  iiim. 

ivaching  T.ondon,  the  traveler  was  somewhat  surprised 
.i;i  that  Hanwell  was  one  of  the  most  famous  lunatic 
!!is  in  the  three  kingdoms.  If  he  hail  !»ut  remembered 
pm-.'heiisions  bis  friend  had  felt  at  the  state  of  Marie- 
■ns  i)rain.  he  would  have  guessed  the  truth;  but  he  was 

lit  .-ea  when  he  was  further  informed  that  this  asylum, 
;  lined   hv   the   rates,   was  opi'n  only   to  mad   people  of 
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Jacfjut's  Hriilu'tciiu 
vain  conji'cturcs. 


aticiits.     Ilowpvcr, 
\va-   lint    M)   l'()(tli.-!i   iH  ti)  waste  tiirif  m 


the    lower   clas.-f-.   ainl    imt    to    im.viii;,'    ] 


\Vc  have  already  seen  that  lie  was  |intiii[it 
and  dctcnnini'd  ;  and  In-  nnw  m-I   nlf  wilhniit  delay  tu  liaii- 


11  nine  miles  fi'DUi  1 


iiimion, 


well,  and  a-  ilie  place  is  (nily  aUDiii  nine 
lie  was  soon  there. 

Ilanwell  is  a  lar;,'e  huildin^'  nf  not  uiihandsonie  appearanco: 
the  rnmt,  nine  hundred  and  ninety-.-i.\  feel  in  leii;,nli,  i- 
hnikeii  liv  llin^e  (letaironal  l(  wers,  three  >t()ries  hi^'h— (Hir  at 
eacli  <M"i.  and  niie  in  the  middle;  the  nionntnny  is  tlnis  re- 
lieved, ihoiiLih  the  melancholy  ])uri«ose  of  the  huildin^'  ni'- 
cessitaled  a  verv  moderate  use  oi'  ornamei\t. 

The  asvluni  i>  ideasantly  ^i^llal^d  at  the  fnot  of  a  hill  on 
the  ijorders  of  -Fersoy  {sic)'"  and  Middlesex.  The  e.Meiisivu, 
firounds,  pirdeiis,  and  farni<  lie  helweeii  the  l'\hrid;,'e  rniul. 
the  river  lireiit,  and  the  (Irand  .lunetiiin  Canal  •.  nine  hunilivil 
patients  can  he  aecomnHidaled  and  treai<d  tiiere.  .\s  it  i< 
well  known  that  inaiiual  lahor  is  one  (d'  the  most  vaiuahli' 
elements  of  the  (  lire,  the  house  contains  workshops  for  car- 
pentry, smiths'  work,  paiiitin;:.  ;;lazinj?,  and  hrushiiiaking; 
cotton  is  s])un,  >hoes,  i)a-keis.  strawherry  pottles,  and  straw 
hats  are  made,  and  other  li,i-dil  work  for  women.  The  timr 
([ualities  of  Work  are  sold  to  visitors  in  a  lia/.aar,  and  l)niig 
ill  a  coiisiderahle  ])rolit. 

Such  patients  as  are  incapahle  of  learnin;j  a  trade  work 
in  the  pirdeii  and  farm,  which  supply  many  of  the  wa!it>  of 
the  estahlishment;  hread  and  heer  ure  made  on  the  preiiiise«; 
all  the  necessary  linen  is  mn  ie  uyt  and  washed  hy  means  of 
a  steam  enj^Miie.  which  al-o  hiats  every  ]iart  of  the  hiiilding. 
A  chapel  with  a  fine  oriran,  a  lihrary,  and  a  coneert-rooin— 
the  salutary  elfect  of  nnisic  on  the  patients  hoing  amply  proveil 
— sh.ow  that,  hand  in  hand  with  intelligent  care  given  to 
phv-ical  snllVriiig,  the  needs  of  the  spiritual  and  intellectual 
man  an>  not  neglected. 

I'inally,  as  Lord  Lewin  had  told  Sallenaiivi^  in  his  letter, 
the  superintendent  and  director  was  Dr.  Kllis,  a  distinguished 

•T!:;'^  curioKs  iiii  tiil.c  si'vtn>  to  !:uvc  iiri-cii  fmni  the  proxiuiity  of  Ostcrli'V  I'urli. 
I.or'-l  .liTMv'f.,  r'.'siil*.'!!'_'*j. 


'««.»«». 
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I.l,\^i 


iiii  to  w 


•lit  a! 


honi  \vr  owe  ii  viliiainc  tnatisc  on  tlir  (!■   vloji- 


,f  till  -!■   liia 
f  !i!ii'rniil(i; 


tlinapf  utics  of  iin'iita     disra-r 
l.ulii  s  tlii 


ariKMi  mail   doi's  i. 


(Ill 
ii;l!i  wilt. 


In  lii.   tnalnR'nt 
>t  do;-pi.si'  tlu'  a  111 

tlu'  or;: mist  a^ked 
tiler  a   Frt'iiclinian  naninl  Sall<naii\i'  wen-  not  stay- 


■111^' 


'  -liown  into  the  doc  tor  >  room. 


ir  11   iinic 


at 


in\v( 


11.      II. 


iiirain,   iJncliiti'au   pai 


Millr[l-,l 


illy  ot   tiis  lU'^'lci 
:iii^f  any  imiuir 
I  hat  lif  had  m-vi  t  ovon 
This. 


ted  and  .-iiahli'-  aiiix'firanc  <■ 


llollt 


i.'s  or  cxiilapalions.  Dr.    Kllis  sliurtly 


1     in 


after  all,  was  ver\  prohahie  ;  so  .laciiui 


M 

hah 


nnsieiir  (le 


Sallenauve  s 


Mriche- 


,iu  wiitulrew, 


niH< 


lallli'  'le 

!)!•  iiainc 


h  disappointed;  and  fancying'  thai  Ma- 

If  had  mistaken, 
hout 


'Kstoradc  had  misread,  or  he  him 


iiiii 


of  llanwell,  he  spent  some  days  in  running  a 
tv  of  Middlesex  visiting  every  spot  of  which  the  name 


in  t' 


//  invited  h'..  attention. 


All   his  inqu 


irie?   having  ended   in   nothing,  as  he 


rare 


ly 


(1  his  persev 


Tint'  and  resourei-fnl  si)irit  to  he  heateii  in 


le  undertook,  Jaecpies  Briclieteau  resolved  to  make 
:,::n!her  attem))t  on  llanwell  hy  letter,  thinking,  very  rightly, 
:  at  a  letter  sometimes  got  in  where  a  man  was  harred  out. 
h:  I  !it  of  fact,  on  the  evening  of  the  <lay  when  he  pu.^ted 
hi-  I'tter  he  received  a  reply  from  Sallenauve.  inviting  him 
•    la'.l  at  the  a<vluni,  where  he  was  promised  a  cordial  wel- 


\'.\i-\ 


r   i'lUis'  conduct  was  accounted  for  when  Jacques  Briche- 

li  arned  the  extent  of  the  disaster  that  had  hefallen  Marie- 
!!.     Discretion    is,   of   course,   on-;   of   the   most    indis- 

liile  virtues  in  the  Head  of  an  asylum  for  the  insane; 
i  -verv  dav,  l)y  his  position,  he  hecomes  the  depositary 
.(  rets  "which  alTect  the  honor  of  whole  families.     To  ad- 

ihat  the  nearest  friend  of  Marie-tiaston— whose  deej) 
::;.holy  was  known  to  all— was  then  sta  iiig  at  Hanwell. 
:  I  have  been  to  put  the  in<iuirer,  whoever  hv  might  be, 
•'-session  of  the  fact  of  his  insanitv.  and  thus  the  secret 

iiad  agreed  to  keep  as  to  his  -tate.  which  they  >till  liked 
'icve  would  he  ti'inporary  and  ciirahle.  would  ha  e  in- 

iMv  become  known. 


ilil 
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Wlicii  nriclirii'ini  :iiri\r.l  ill  liic  ;i.-\liiiii.  aiul  ua^;  iiifro. 
thiccd  hy  Sallriiainr  a^  lii^  rrirml.  lie  «a-  li.artilv  Wflc.iiinL 
I)r.  I'lllis  ina.ir  i'\,  rv  a|>M|..L:\  ;  aiul  liavinj,'  <ni  varioii-  ,„■• 
(•a>i'in>  in  iIh'  ("iir-i'  ni  iii>  |iractiii'  futiinl  really  uundrl'u; 
licndit  ilri-ivi'il  I'r.iiii  iiiii>ic.  Ill'  -aiil  llial  lie  rr;.'arclr(l  li;. 
<ir^'aiii-l'.-  a!ri\al  a-  i|iiili'  a  ^'ikIhmkI,  .-imc  Ins  i:ri'at  tal.'iii 
nu'^hl  Im'  (if  iimiii'ii-f  um'  a-  a  iiuaiis  tnuanls  cunii;;  t';t' 
[laliiMit. 

Siiici'  Icaviii;:  \ill<'-(r.\vray,  Marir-(;a-t<itrs  siatf  had  iiii- 
rnrtmiatrlv  Ikcmiiic  -.  rii>u-ly  inm|)licalci|.  I'ntil  lu'  naihci! 
Kii^flaml  iu'  Iiail  liceii  cuiiiipaiat ivily  (Iictrt'ul  ami  ilmilc  tu 
Loni  Iau  ill's  advice;  they  niiirht  have  Keen  ^uppoved  \»  b'' 
friends  traveling:  top'tluT  for  plea-:nv.  I'.iit  when,  in^t(ild  nf 
eniliari<in;:  at  once  for  Sonth  Anierira  Lonl  Lewiii,  under  tin 
pretext  of  Inisinos  to  transact  in  I  lie  nci^ldtorliood  of  Lon- 
don, propo-ed  to  Maric-(ia>ton  to  acconi])any  liini,  the  mad- 
(nan  lie:,'an  to  suspect  >onie  snare  into  uliicli  In-  liad  liicii 
wheedh'd.  He  aMowed  himself,  neverthcdess,  to  he  driven  t" 
Hanwell.  represented  hy  Lord  Lewin  as  one  id'  the  royal  rcsi- 
.dencos  :  he  had  not  even  resisted  when  invited  to  eni>s  tin' 
threshohl  of  his  prison;  hut  once  in  the  pre.-en<-e  of  l>r.  KUi.-. 
who  had  hoen  forewarned  hy  a  letter  from  Lord  Lewin.  a 
sort  of  instinct,  of  wiiieli  the  in>ane  are  very  eapal)le,  seeiiii'd 
to  tell  the  unhaiipy  man  that  his  fnuMlom  was  in  <ianj:er, 

"I   do  not    like  that  man's  face,"   he  saiil  aloud  to  Lord 
Lewin.    '"Let  us  po.'' 

The  doctor  had  tried  to  laujrh  off  the  remark;  hut  .Marie- 
IJaston.  jrettiii;:  more  and  more  excited,  ex(daimed: 

-ILdd  vour  tonjxue!  Your  laughter  is  intolerable.  You 
look  Just  like  an  executioner."" 

.\iul  it  is  ])os>ihle  that  the  dee])  attention  with  which  ni;ul 
doctors  must  study  the  countenance  of  a  patient,  added  l" 
the  stern  fixed  gaze  by  which  they  are  often  compelled  to 
control  a  nu\niac.  may  at  last  give  their  features  an  expression 
of  imiuisitorial  scrutiny.  This,  no  doubt,  has  a  highly 
irritating  <'tl'ect  on  the  overstrung  lu'rvous  sensibilities  of 
the  unhaiipv  creatures  brought  within  their  ken. 


L   ...L  -.    '■\  . 
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•^,lll  will   Tint   <l(privt'  iiif.   1    lin|H<."  Miid   tilt'  (lofti.r.  '"of 


i-iin-  nt"  kcipin;:  yoii  iitK 


1   iii\    friend   l-nnl   'ii-win  to 


I  iiiif    uith    Vfiii  .-      t no 
iliiit  yoii  iiiii\   |M)i-'>ii  II 


1       ^IaI•l(-<ia^t^ll      VrlKMTIlTltly. 


•U.ll.    lull    Iioi-Mii    1?.    jii 


ll^l    what    \nii    want,   r-uri'lv 


JlU 


IM    '|lll( 

(if  [iru>^ic  acitl 


klv.     ••\Vriv  vnii   iini   talkii:;^'  lln'  niln  r  day 


I., 1.1  I.i'Wiri  WHS  iKtt.  as  ini.;,'lil  ixrliap-  lie  siiiipu.-cd.  incrcly 
ra^'!     1  iiiakiti;:  tins  pointed  >|'riMli ;  lie  had  studied  mad  jmt- 

II, 11  fi)r  the 
Marie-(ia>loii"s  iiiiiid;  si>.  lieiii;;  "-troiig 


I  lie  di-eerned  that  a  deeply  liostih'  aver- 


alii 


was  seethiiii:  m 


live.    Me 


intended  to  divert  on  Inn 


i.-e||'  the  'toriii  that 


I  In  liiii>t.      It  fi'll  out  as  he  had  expei  ted. 


mil 

If  .-eniindre 


cried   Marie-(;a>toii,  sei/inj:  hiiii  by  tlie 
•yon  are  in  collusion  with  the  other,  and  >ellinir  »iy 


,^,is  with  some  diHieiilty.  and  the  helf)  of  two  warders; 
L.rd    Lcwin   had   siiaken   oil'   his  desperate  diitch;  the 


I  had  di'vel()p«-d  raving  mania 


l!,. 


ai 


paroxysm 


ifter  lastiii<;  some  day.-,  had  yiehled  to  earp 
:reatmont;  the  patient  was  now  fxpntle  an<l  <pin't.  and 
-:,  u.d  some  hoiR'ful  symptoms;  but  Sir  William  Kllis  hoped 
tM  .'  ihice  a  final  (  risis,  and  he  was  consideriii-:  the  way  and 
:!i.,,:,-  Id  this  end  when  Jaeiiues  Hriclieteau  arrived. 

A-  -Mon  as  Sallenauve  found  himself  alone  with  the  orjian- 
-t,  i ,  .piestioned  him  as  to  the  motives  that  hail  prompted  him 
•■  ;  iiou  him.  and  if  was  not  without  indij:nation  that  he 
:.  :i:  :  nf  the  intri>,nie  which  .Maxime  and  the  l?eauvisaf,'es 
-•';,.  I  to  he  ])k)ttinf;  af,'ainst  him.      His  old  siispirions  ro- 


\ou   ( 


)uite  certain."  he  asked,  "that   the  man    I 


hut 


I  w    w 


as  in  fact  the  Marcjuis  de  Sallenauve?" 


M  .ihcr  ]Harie  des   Aiiges  and   .\chiile    I'iirotilt.      replies 


an.  "who  warned  me  o 


f  thi^ 


plot,  h.i\f  no  more  doiilit 
Manpiis"  identity  than  1  have.  And  in  all  the  gos>i|i 
ihev  are  trying  to  work  up  into  a  .scandal,  one  thing 


1  'I 
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alono  poomp  to  inc  at  all  morions,  and  that   is,  that  by  your 
absiMUO  voii  leave  the  field  free  to  your  enemies."' 

"Bill  the  ChainlHT  will  not  condfinii  me  unheard,"  repliwi 
the  member.  '"1  wrote  to  the  President  to  ask  leavi-  .,f 
absence;  and  in  the  event  of  its  being  refused,  v..iieh  is  ino-t 
improbable,  I  have  asked  rEs-torade,  who  knows  my  r(.'ason> 
for  being  ben-,  to  an.-wer  for  me." 

"You  al.-^o  wrote  to  madame  his  wife?" 
"1    wrote  only  to  his  wife,"   replied  SalUmauve.     "I  an- 
nounced to  her  the  mi^fortune  that  has  overtaken  our  frii'iid. 
and  at  the  .sune  time  beggeti  her  to  explain  to  her  husband 
the  good  ollices  I  re(iuested  of  him." 

"If  that  is  the  case,"  said  Jacques  Briclieteau,  "do  not  (1p- 
pend  for  anything  on  the  I'Kstorades.  A  rumor  of  thf' 
blow  aljout  to  be  dealt  you  had  no  doubt  already  reached 
I  hem." 

And  after  telling  him  of  the  reception  lie  had  met  with, 
as  well  as  the  unkind  speeches  made  by  Madame  de  Tlv-tn- 
rade,  Jac(pies  Briclieteau  drew  the  conclusion  that  m  th^ 
impending  struggle  no  lielp  could  be  hopiil  for  from  that 
quarter. 

"I  have  some  right  to  be  surprised  at  such  a  state  of 
things,"  said  Sallenauve,  "after  Madame  de  Tl'^torade? 
pressing  assurances  of  unfailing  goodwill ;  however,"  he  added 
with  a  shrug,  "nothing  is  inifiossible.  and  calumny  has  ere 
now  undermined  closer  friendship." 

"So  now,  as  you  must  understand,"  said  the  organist,  "we 
must  set  out  for  Paris  without  d^day:  all  things  considered. 
your  ]»resence  here  is  really  far  los  nen  >sary.  ' 

"On  the  contrary,"  replied  Salleiiauve.  "onl^-  this  morning 
the  doctor  was  congratulating  binisell'  -m  mv  having  decided 
on  coming,  saving  that  at  the  right  moiiieiil  mv  intervention 
might  be  invaluable.  In  fact.  I  have  not  yet  been  alliiwed 
to  see  Mane-tia.-ton,  reserving  my  appearance  a-  a  surpri.-c 

at   need." 

••'riie  usefulness  of  your  presence,"  re|)lieil  .(acques  Bru'he- 
teau.  "is  nev(>rtheless  problematical  :  while,  by  remaining  here 


.^A^^  li 
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f,,r  iM  indcfuiiti'  •••'od.  you  ari'  most  ciTtainly  imperiling 
v,;ir  political  fn  ,  your  iJocial  po-^ition.  evcrytliinj,'  of 
■vhi.li  tin-  most  aru-  'it  friendship  has  no  right  to  di-inand 

;!;.•  -  irnticc." 

■Wr  will  go  and  talk  it  over  with  tho  doctor,"  said  Salh-- 
;i;i!r..  ;ii  length,  for  he  could  not  fail  to  si  e  that  Jacques 
Hri.  /  ^'auV  importunity  was  justified. 

Ill:  !«ing  asked  whether  Marie-Ua>ton"s  slay  in  the  asylum 
u,i-  haMe  to  he  prolonged : 

•Yr,.  1  think  so,'"  said  the  doctor;  '"I  have  just  seen  our 
;,at  .  !.  and  the  cerehral  irritation,  which  must  give  way  to 
tir  iii.ilcrial  action  of  medicines  hefore  we  can  attempt  to 
iir.ii::  any  moral  inlluence  to  hear,  .-eems  to  me  most  un- 
fniiaiiately  on  the  highway  to  a  fresh  outbreak." 

•Still,"  said  Sallenauve  anxiously,  "you  have  not  lost  all 
iin;,,-  uf  a  cure?" 

•■l"ar  from  it;  I  believe  firmly  in  a  favorable  termination. 
1',;.:  th.se  dreadful  disorders  often  present  frecjuent  alterna- 
imii^  (if  aggravation  and  improvement;  and  I  am  beginning 
t..  ;-n-ee  that  the  case  will  be  a  longer  one  than  I  had  at 
;:r-i  li"ped 


1    have   but   just  been   elected   a  member  of  the  Lower 


(  !;  iii;l,cr,"  said  Sallenauve,  "and  the  opening  of  the  session 
(!.  aiarals  my  return  to  Paris.  It  is  no  less  recpiired  by  urgent 
!!■  \aic  matters  which  Monsieur  Brichetoau  came  expressly 
I-  !i-<iiss.     So  unless  1  thought  that  my  presence  here  would 

:■    lainediately  needed " 

•(,.."  said  the  doctor;  "it  may  be  a  very  long  busines.s. 
.f  ■'.  patient's  condition  had  not  shown  a  relai)se.  I  had  iii- 
•Mi  •!  to  arrange  some  startling  scene  with  your  help  and 
t!:;:;  '^1'  Monsicur  Bricheteau's  music,  aided  too  by  a  young 
iai  .  a  relation  of  my  wife's,  who  on  various  occasions  h,i< 
.,,,,.  ,|(il  me  very  intelligently— a  little  dramatic  shock  from 
■a!:.!!  ;  hoped  for  good  results.  But.  in  the  first  place,  my 
v '!•  _'  relation  is  absent,  and  for  the  moment  nothing  can 
!■  iair  but  by  medical  agents.  So.  for  the  moment,  go! 
Ti.'   natient  is  a  man  in  whom  it  is  impossible  not  to  take  a 
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givat   intcrc-t  :  yi>ii   iii.iv   leave  liiin   in   pei 
nil'  ■  !!<]    I.ord   Lewiii. 


sliiill  |)n(le  invH 


If  im  aehieviiiir 


feet     ('OllfHlellic    til 

far  a-  to  ^^ay  that  I 
I  he  cure,  ami  I  know  no  bitter 


will    even    m»    Ml 


warrant  to  otlVr  ymi  than  ihis  fp.ni  a  chieM)r>  lijis. 
Sallenauve  gratefully  proseil  the  doeturV  hand 


soenii:  111- 


cawr   \\\~\\ 


"Hi-,   whii   iirnnu 


lie   then    took    leave   of   Mr-, 
sed   no   less  warnilv   than  her   hushaiid  tin 


to   reassure   him. 


deV'ited   ca! 

Sallenaux'e 


of  a  nioiher  s  walehhilness. 


As  to  Lord  Lo'.v! 


•haraetei-    had    won    his    nio-l    friendly   esteem. 
and   his  conduct    in   the   l>a>t    was  a   guarantee   for  all  thai 


ini 


gilt  be  e\|iecte(l  of  him  now  an 


1  111  llu'  futur 


f.      >o  liriclii'- 


tcau  had  no  diilieulty  aixuit  getting  otT  without  any  funlitr 


delav. 


Thev  reached   London  at  ahout   live  in  the  atternoon.  aii<: 


would  have  irone  on 


to  l'ari>  the  -ame  evening 


but  for  a  sur- 


ri>e   which  awailci  them 


Their  eves   fell   immediaielv  on 


enormous  [loste 
achieve,  aniioiinei 
ance  that  same  eveiii 


rs,  on  a  >eale  which  only   l-lnglish  "pair"  can 

Uii  at  till'  corner  of  every  street  the  ajiiicar- 

li:  of  SioMiKA  LliiiiA  at   Her  Majesty  s 


Theatre. 


nan  ■■  alone  was  eii' 


to  arrest  the  traveler- 


attention  ;  hut   the  papei 
formation,   su] 


lo  which  thev  had  recourse  tor  ir 


plied   them,    in    the    Kngii>l!    fashion,   unii 


iiianv  cir.-iini>tanl  lal 


Sallenauve  con 


facts  as  to  ihe  debutant's  career,  taai 


1,1    11, ,t    (loiihi    the   iranr-formatioii    of  hi-  ial- 


housekeeper  into  one 


,f  I  he  hritxhtol  -tars  tiiat  had  risen 


a  lonix  time  above  the  hori/on  o 


f  l-;n<dand.      If  he  had  listeiii 


to  ,laci|Uc>   l>rittii 


lean,   he   wouht    have    In 


•n  content   '.o  iiai: 


f 


roiii   alar  the   iriuni;ih   o 


g(»ne  on    his   wa\'. 


f  ihe   iiainl-ome   Itiilian,  and  havi 
r.iit    liaving  calciilaied   ilia!    one  ev  iiir.. 


'V 


.|,l    ill    l,.,nilon    WollM    lIlMKe    no   SenoU-    Oe 


av  11!  ills  arriv: 


;liienail\e   U  a- 


heiM  oil    jiiii-inL:   for  ''im-elf.  by  hi-  ow  ii 


am!    ears,    w 


hai    ihe   .•nlhii-i.i 


rn    was    wnrtli    w.m 


h    wa-   cx- 


pri 


d  on  all  -ides  for  the  new  prii 


na  donna. 


Sallenauve    wci 


:1     otT 


at      ollec 


to   the   box   onico,  wliii'h  h'' 


f,,iind  clo-ed.  !)iit  lie  wa>  eiiabi.d  to  perceive 


that  tlie  singer : 


HMCceS-   wa-i   iinineiise 


,\i  r\    .-eal    nail    !)'  '■!!   so 


Id 


tWi 


the   afl'-niooii.   and    he   ihoiigln    lip 


If   luekv   to  seiiiP    two 


slal 


at  a  private  licki 


■1  oH'n  c  tor  the 


.-liiii  I 


if   live   pOUlK 
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TW  London  ol)en.-lH)U^(■  had  novor  perhaps  hold  a  in<.ro 
bv.ljiaiit  a.^semblv;  and  it  is  impossil.le  not  to  hv  stnicl<  t.y  liio 
;,.',nnri.uis  vicissitudes  ..f  human  life,  when  we  retlect  that  al 
,1,;.  (unc.urs.  of  the  Kn-!ish  nnstocracy  was  hn.n-hl  about 
„r  .,;niillv  hv  the  ambition  of  a  man  who  had  Ixen  a  fe  on 
nii'ih..  hui:;s,  to  rise,  as  a  mend-.T  of  the  police,  to  a  rather 
l„.ti.  r  rank  ir.  its  hierarchy. 

I','.  A  no  less  sinj^ular  coiiuidenee  the  piece  announced 
;r-  racMollo's  Mna%  la  I'azzn  per  Amorr  (mad  for  love), 
frn,.  which  I.nigia  had  sung  an  air  after  the  dinner  given 
i,v  M.idanie  de  Saint-Esteve. 

When  the  curtain  rose,  Sallenauve.  having  spent  nearly 
i  u.  k  at  lia.nvell  in  the  midst  of  mad  people,  could  all  the 
b.nt>  r  iinpreciate  the  prodigious  gifts  as  an  actress  displaved 
r,v  iii-  former  housekeeper  in  the  part  of  ^  nin :  and  in  the 
fii,..  .if  her  heartrending  imitation,  he  went  through  a  re- 
■  of  nil  th(>  <listress  of  miud  he  had  just  gone  tiinmgh 
watching   the   dreadful   reality   of    Marie-Gaston's   in- 


tti. 

!-;i!ii"v. 
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■  heteau,  in  spite  of  his  annoyance  at  first  at  Salle- 
.  -  dawdlin::.  as  lie  called  it.  finaily  fell  under  the  spell  of 
iP,g..r"s  power;  and  at  last,  seeing  the  whole  house  frantic 


nthusiasm.   an'!    the   stage   strewn   with   bouquets,   he 


■  '  M:  my  word,  1  can  wish  vou  nothing  better  than  a  success 

.!,  ;,i,v  degree  like  this  on  another  stage'"  and  then  he  rashly 
iiri'l".!.  "But   there  are  no  such  triumphs  in  politics!     Art 

jil  r     is  great " 

•■\',(l  hi  Luigia  is  its  projihet  !"  replied  Sail.nauve,  snul- 

•  ''••nmgii   the  tears  that   aiimiration   had   brought    to  Ins 

•  Ml  coming  out  of  the  theatre.  Bricheleau  looked  at  Ids 
w  :•  ■  .  it  was  a  quarter  to  eleven,  aii<l  by  making  great  haste 
■       ■  '.wi^  stdl  time  to  get  on  board   the  packet   siartmu'  at 

r>iif    whi-n   the   organist    looked   r'.uiid   to   urg-   iliis 
•    ~    :..  nauve.  who  wa<  to  follow  iiim  through  the  crowd,  lie 
;;.  ioiiger  saw  his  man:  the  Depute  had  vanished. 
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\  quartiT  f  nil  lioiir  lator  Luit,'ia"s  drossiT  came  into  a 
room  vvluTt'  lu-r  nu^iros  was  rrunviii-  the  complmu-nt^  <4 
the  "rvAWA  !:  tiH-  nt  Eiit,'lan(l,  iiitnuliiml  to  her  liv  >.ir 
Fram-i<  l»nik(.  >1h  u;.v,.  the  M<rnon.  a  canl.  Tlie  jMnna 
(iuuiia  a-  sh*'  rea.i  it  chuM-ed  eolnr,  and  whi^iuTed  a  few  words 
to  the  maid.  And  >h.'  IIkmi  showed  sik  !i  obvious  aiiMety  to 
be  rid  nf  hn-  llir  m-  of  admirers,  tliat  some  budding  adorer? 
couhl  lint  help  betraymj,'  their  surprise. 

How.  wr  an  artist  wiio  is  the  ra^e  has  miiny  privdeges; 
and  thf  r.ii-u.'  of  a  part  into  which  tb'  Diia  had  thrown 
lier  wlioh'  M.ul  was  so  good  an  excuse  for  iier  want  of 
cordialiiv,  that  licr  court  dispersed  without  too  much  demur 
Nav  her'eurtne-s,  regarded  as  a  uhim,  was  taken  as  a  very 
original  prorecding,  and  recommended  her  to  ?ome  incipent 

fancies. 

As  soon  as  Aw  was  alone,  she  hastily  resumed  her  ordinary 
dre---  till-  manager's  eafi-iage  had  soon  conveyed  her  to  the 
hotel  wh.-re  she  had  been  living  sin.e  her  arrival;  and  on 
entering  luT  sitting-room,  she  found  Sallenauve,  who  had 
got  there  liofore  her.  ^^ 

"You  here,  nion.-ieur!"  said  she.     "It  is  a  dream.  ^ 

"Kspe.'ially  to  me."  replied  Sallenauve,  "sinee  I  tind  you 
in  London  after  having  sought  you  in  vain  in  Pans. 

"You  took  so  much  trouble — hut  whv?" 

"You  left  us  in  so  stransre  a  manner,  your  moods  iw  ?o 
hasty.  N..11  know  .-o  little  of  Paris,  and  so  many  danger? 
inigiu  await  your  inexperience,  that  I   feared  everything  for 

vou." 

"What  harm  c.uld  .-ome  to  me?"  said  she.  "And  1  wib 
neither  your  w;fe.  nor  your  -ister,  nor  yimr  mistress;  1  was 

onlv  vour ■■ 

"f"had  hcliev.-d."   Sallenauve  eagerly  put   in,  "that  you 

were  mv  friend. 

••]  was  N.uir  dobtor."  .said  T.nigia.  "I  saw  that  1  was  a 
tr.::ible  to  "you  in  •  )'■  new  po>ition.  Could  I  do  otherwise 
than  relieve  \mii  of  niv  j'Te-eiiee?" 

"I'lav.  w!io  iiiid  impre-ed  you  with  that  intolerahb'  ron- 
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virt"!!*-'     Had    1    said    or    hiiil.d    anvtlu!'-,'    ti.    lluit    elTect  ? 
W.i-    !  impossible  to  discuss  a  plan  of  mV-  fir  you  without 
sp  f;;r    iTeiulinti  your  susffplibilitios?  " 
-i    f.l    what    I   fet.-!,""   >.i,d    tho   TtiiliiU).     "!    iny^olf   was 
.us  thai  vou  Hi^hcd  iin'  ;inywlH'n'  ratluT  th:iii   in  your 
Yi'.u  had  nlTordfi]  mo  the  means  of  liav.n<,'  no  fears 
'.<   fucurf ;  indet-il.  as  \<>u  see,  it  promises  to  he  anything 
!•  than  al'irtning.'" 
•Mil  tiw  contrary,  it  promises  to  !»•  so  hrilliaiil   tliat  hut 
f.r  ''u'   fear  of  sifming  tiw  presuming.   I    sliouM   make  s<) 
■..i.i  r.:  .isk  from  whose  liand,  happier  than  ininr,  vuu  havt 
.1  -ii<h  prompt  and  etTieient  lielp." 
\  ^-reat  Swedish  nobleman,"  replii'd  i.uigia  without  hesita- 
t,u:      -who  spends  ])arl   of  an   immense  fortune  in   the  en- 
(dii- j.nient   oT   art.   prom  red   me  this  i'iiga<rement    at    Her 
M;i!  -tv>-,  the  kind  indulgence  of  tlie  yuililif  did  the  rest." 
•\n\\r  talent,  you  shouhl  say.     1  heard  vnu  this  evening.'* 
■  A'ld  were  you  pleased  witli  your  humble  servant?"  said 
::■  -iiiger.  with  a  coijuettish  c(nirtesy. 

•Yoiir  ninsical  achievenienls  did  not  surprise  nie;  1  knew 
.  :;  -ifis  already,  aii'l  an  infallihle  judge  had  answered 
'-!  iliem;  but  your  fliglits  of  dramatic  pa'^sion.  yotir  acting. 
■<:.  e'ne  so  strong  ami  so  sure  of  itself— that  indeed  amazed 

!  have  snfTered  mucli."  said  the  Italian,  "and  grief  is  a 
i.'!'  !'  nia>ter." 

'■-•ifTired:"  said  Sallenauve;  "in  Italy,  yes.  But  since 
v.r:  I, line  to  France.  1  like  to  flatter  myself " 

•Kvervwhere,"  said  T.ui  /ia  in  a  broken  voice.  "I  uas  not 
't«.r:;  und'T  a  happy  star.' 

•Tliat  -Kvervwhere"  has  to  me  a  touch  of  reproach.  It  is 
'iN,  indeed,  to  be  telling  me  of  any  wrong  I  may  have  done 


■ViiU  have  not  done  me  the  smallest  wrong.  The  mi-'  hief 
...,  there!"  said  Luigia.  laving  her  hand  on  her  heart.  "I 
il     ■•  was  in  fault." 

Irom  some  fancv,  I  dare  say,  as  foolish  as  your  uotion 
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tlmt  it  wiis  a  i»()int  of  hoii.ir  tlint  you  .should  (luit  my  house?" 
"Oh,  I  wiis  lint  il  •'■iiiiiiii;;  thon,"  eaiil  the  Italian.  "How 
well  1  kiicu  what  lay  at  the  bottom  of  your  mind!  If  it 
were  <>nlv  in  ntiirii  for  nil  you  liad  done  for  me,  I  ought 
to  Imi^'  for  your  oteem,  and  yet  I  was  forbidden  even  to 
aspire  to  it." 

"liiit,  my  dear  Lui,u;ia,  there  is  no  word  for  pueh  idens. 
Did  I  cviT  fail  in  consideration  and  respect?  And  lH'side«, 
has  not  your  conduct  always  been  exemplary?*' 

"Yes."  I  have  tried  never  to  do  anything  that  eould 
make  you  think  ill  of  iiie.  But  I  was  Benedetto's  widow,  all 
the  same." 

"What !  Do  you  fancy  that  that  disaster,  the  outcome  of 
just  revcn^ie " 

"Xay.  It  was  not  the  man's  death  that  eould  lower  me 
in  your  eyes;  (|uite  the  contrary.  But  I  had  been  the  wife 
of  a  bufToon.  of  a  police  spy,  of  a  wretch  always  ready  to  sell 
me  to  any  buyer " 

"While  you  were  in  that  position,  I  felt  that  you  were  to 
be  pitied:  but  scorned?     Never!" 

"Well."  said  the  Italian,  "we  had  lived  together,  alone, 
'indcr  the  same  roof,  for  nearly  two  years." 

"Certainly;  and  to  me  it  had  become  a  delightful  habit." 

"D-.l  you  think  me  ugly?" 

•You  know  I  did  not,  since  I  took  you  for  the  model  of 
1SK  best  statue," 

"^'A  fool  -  • 

•*A  woman  cannot  be  a  fool  who  puts  so  much  soul  into 

.art." 

•Well  then;  it  is  evident  that  you  despised  me!" 

Sallonnuve  was  utterly  amazed  at  this  prompt  logic;  he 
thonifh!  liimself  clever  to  re|)ly: 

"it  scenis  to  me  that  if  1  had  beliaved  differently,  I  should 
have  given  greater  proof  of  contempt." 

I'.ut  he  hiid  to  deal  with  a  woman  who  in  all  things— in 
her  friendshiiis  and  aversions,  in  act  a.s  well  as  in  word— went 
straiirht  to  the  mark. 
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She  went  on  as  if  she  were  afraid  tluit  he  Imd  not  under- 

ctoii.i    luT. 

'At  this  day,  monsieur,  I  can  say  everything,  for  I  am 
taikiMi:  of  the  past,  and  the  future  is  no  longer  in  my  liands. 
Siiirr  the  day  when  you  were  kind  to  me,  and  when  by  your 
piurniis  protection  1  was  rescued  from  an  outrageous  insult, 
niv  heart  has  been  wholly  yours." 

S.ilU'iiauve,  who  had  never  suspected  the  existence  of  this 
f,,  iiMtr.  and  who,  above  all,  could  not  conceive  of  its  avowal, 
luaa-  with  such  artless  crudity,  did  not  know  what  to  say. 

••[  was  well  aware,"  the  strange  creature  went  on.  "that 
1  -ii.uild  have  much  to  do  to  raise  myself  from  the  base  con- 
dun. n  in  which  you  had  seen  me  at  our  first  meeting.  If 
rv. :!  at  the  moment  when  you  consented  to  take  me  with  you 
I  hail  seen  any  signs  of  gallantry  in  your  behavior,  any  hint 
liiat  von  might  take  advantage  of  the  dangerous  position  in 
whirh  I  had  placed  myself  by  my  own  act,  my  heart  would 
!ia\(  ^llrunk  into  itself^  you  would  have  been  but  an  ordinary 
mai     and   to   rehabilitate   me   after   Benedetto   it    was   not 


fiiou.L'h 

■And  so,'-  said  Sallonauve,  "to  love  you  would  have  been 
an  insult,  and  not  to  love  was  cruelty.  What  a  woman! 
Il'iw  is  it  possible  to  avoid  offending  you  ?" 

•i  (lid  not  want  you  to  love  me  when  you  did  not  know 
me,"  y.ud  the  singer,  "when  I  had  scarcely  shaken  olT  the  mire, 
fi.r  thtni  it  would  have  been  only  the  love  of  the  eve  and  of 
the  laste,  which  it  is  never  wise  to  trust.  Rut  when,  after 
livi!!i:  in  your  house  for  two  years,  you  could  know  by  mv 
iO!i  ii..,t  that  I  was  worthy  of  your  esteem ;  when,  without  ever 
(T!.  •:!,'  a  single  pleasure,  and  devoted  to  the  care  of  your 
hou-,'.  with  no  relaxation  hut  the  study  which  wii'^  to  raise 
r;:i  K.  'he  dignity  of  an  artist  like  yourself.  I  eould.  merely 
i":  th.e  happiness  of  seeing  you  create  a  master[)iece.  sacrifice 
tlk-  womanly  modesty  which  on  another  occasion  you  liad  swn 
HiH  K'fend  with  vehemence — then  you  were  cru.'l  not  M 
uiid'Tstand;  and  your  imaLriiiation  can  never,  never  picture 
«h,'  1  have  suffered,  or  how  many  tears  1  have  siiod !" 
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i'.rliaps  so,"  said   I.uigia,  laughing. 

"Ihi  not  laugh,"  said  Sallcnauvo.  "You  chose  to  duv  the 
h,  1!  (if  Paris  aJoiH-;  it  would  not  at  all  surprise  iiu-  to  hoar 
!!.,i;  \n[\  mot  witii  soiiio  daugorou-  a((|uaiiilaiico  at  >lartiiig. 
I  Ml  ,A  tho  diHiiultio.s  that  iho  groato.-t  artists  have  to  sur- 
lii.i;  t  iioforo  they  can  get  a  hearing.  Do  you  know  who 
lii.   fi.ivigii  geiitlonian  is  who  has  leveled  every  road  before 

■•!  knnw  that  he  has  put  down  a  fabulous  ^uiii  t<>  secure 
111.  .  i:i,Mgfniont ;  that  1  am  to  l)e  ])aiil  fifty  thousaiul  francs; 
a:  ■!  iliat  he  did  not  even  accompany  me  to  London." 
•I  ii»n  all  this  devotion  is  free,  gratis?" 
■■\wt  at  all.  My  patron  has  reached  the  age  at  which  a 
man  no  longer  loves,  but  has  a  great  deal  of  cnncoit.  So 
hi-  protection  is  to  be  widely  proclaimed,  and  I  have  pledged 
nr.-.H"  ii.  do  nothing,  say  nothing,  that  may  give  the  lie  to 
iu-  !:.titious  happiness.  To  you  alone  did  1  owe  the  truth; 
liut  1  know  you  to  be  trustworthy,  and  I  entreat  you  to  keep 
It  aii-"lutely  secret." 

•And  it  does  not   seem  imprubable  to  you  that  this  state 
rf  iliings  should   last? -Bui   how  and  where  did  you   make 
:mj:;  iiiuance  with  this  man  whom  you  think  you  cati  for  ever 
f...l  oil  air?" 
'Thnnich  a  Dariic  dr  Clniriti'  who  came  to  see  me  while 
■  :  HI  re  awav.     She  had  been  struck  by  my  voice  at  Saint- 
S;;t-rr  during  the  services  of  tlie  month  of  Mary,  and  she 
a:    ■. .!  ti)  bribe  me  away  to  sing  at  her  parish  church,  Notre- 
h,!  .   lie  Lorette." 
•  What  was  the  lady's  name?" 
M  niaine  de  Saint-Esteve." 

Tlongb  he  did  not  know  all  tho  depths  of  Jacqueline 
i''!i:!!'s  existence,  Sallenauve  had  heard  of  Madame  do 
>;ii!!i-Estove  as  a  nionov-lender  and  go-between ;  he  had  heard 
B;\  11  speak  of  her. 

T'lat  woman,"  said  he,  "has  a  notoriously  bad  reputation 
i:.  I'liis.     She  is  an  ag<'nt  of  tho  lowest  intrigues." 

■^ o  I  -suspected,"  said  Luigia,  "but  what  does  that  matter 
to  nic?" 
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"If  til"'  Huiii  >l  I   liii.i  iiilrciliicfd  to  ynu " 

"Wfiv  s.icli  iiiioihtr  ii-  li.THlf?""  interrupted  the  singiT. 
"But  tluii  1-  iiMt  !ik<-ly.  Tilt'  Inimlnd  tlinusniit!  erowiis  hr 
has  phicfil  in  llir  niaiiaj^cr's  Iiii'hI-  Imvc  float, -d  the  theatre 
afjaiii."" 

•  lie  riiay  lie  rich  and  yet  he  sehemiii;;  uKuinst  you.  The 
two  are  not  iiieoiupatiiile." 

"lie  niav  have  t^iheines  a^rains-t  me,'     aid  I-uigin,  "but  thoy 
will  not  he  carried     ut.     Between  them  and  inc — /  Htand." 
"Hut  vour  reputation  'f" 

"That  I  lost  when  I  left  your  house.  I  was  pcnorally  sup- 
posed to  be  your  mistres>:  you  had  to  give  your  own  expla- 
nation to  your  constituency  :  and  you  contradicted  the  report, 
but  do  you  imagine  that  you  kille<l  it?" 

"And  inv  e-teeri\.  on  which  you  set  such  value?" 
"I  no  loiiger  rieed  it.     Vou  (lid  not  love  tne  when  I  wanted 
it;  vou  will  not  love  use  when  I  no  longer  care."' 
"Who  can  tell?"'  said  Sallenauve. 

"There  are   two   reasons   against   it."   replied   the   Italian. 
"In  the  tir-t  place,  it  is  to'    late;  and  in  the  second,  we  no 
longer  tread  the  same  road." 
•  Wliat  do  you  mean?"' 

"I  am  a.'i  artist,  you  have  ceased  U)  be  one.  I  am  rising, 
you  arc  going  down." 

"You  call  it  going  down  to  rise  p'  rhaps  to  the  highp?t 
dignities  of  State?" 

"Whether  vou  rise  or  no."  oried  Luigia  ecstatically,  "you 
will  be  beneath  votir  ]  'M  self  and  the  splendid  future  that 
lay  before  yoii.  Indeed.  I  hclieve  I  have  deceived  you;  1 
believe  if  vou  ha<i  still  been  a  sculptor.  I  should  yet  for 
.some  time  have  endured  vour  coldness  and  disdain;  at  nny 
rate,  I  should  have  waited  till  after  my  first  trials  in  my  art. 
ho])ing  that  the  halo  wliicii  lends  glory  to  a  woman  on  the 
statre  might  at  last  perhajis  have  made  you  aware  of  my 
e.\istenc(> — then — at  your  side.  But  from  the  day  of  your 
apostasv.  I  could  no  longer  persist  in  my  humiliating  sacri- 
fice.    There  is  no  future  in  common  for  us." 
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•What:"   said   Sallenauvf,   liohliiiK  niit   his   liuiul,   which 
I  iji ,,.,  ,li,l  not  take,  "arc  w,.  not  .v.mi  to  rciiiaiii  frii-nds?" 

•'n  Iii.mkI— a  man  frii-nil— V'>u  havo  alr.-a.ly.     No.  it  is  all 

,.,.  ,,i,l  .loiif  with.     Wr  r-liali  hrar  of  ni.h  other;  and  from 

,1,,,  a-  «.•  in.ss  in  life  we  hhail  wave  eai  h  other  a  greeting, 

;,iit  iinihing  more."'  ,••      •  i 

•  \i;,l  tliis  in  how  all  is  to  end  hetween  you  and  inc.    said 

S,il' !  •luve  f^adlv. 
Til,  singer  hooked  at  him  for  a  moment,  and  tears  sparkled 

in  ti'  I'  fVi'S.  ^^ 

•Li-Ien."  i-aid  fIu",  in  a  sincere  and  rcsiolute  tone,  this 
„„i,h  IS  possihle.  I  have  loved  you,  and  after  you  no  man 
w'p  nid  a  place  in  the  heart  you  m orned.  Yon  will  be  told 
;h;i-  1  hi.vo  lov.Ts:  the  old  man  whom  1  am  i)ledt,'ed  to  own 
in  and  others  after  him  perhaps;  but  you  will  n^t  believe  it, 
r.'Muinb.Ting  tiie  woman  that  1  am.  Ami,  wlio  knows?  By 
,,  '  l,v  vour  life  mav  be  swept  clear  of  the  oth.T  affections 
«',i,  h  hiirred  the  wav  for  mine,  and  the  freedom,  the  eccen- 
;r;ri!v  .,f  the  avowal  I  have  just  made  will  perhaps  remain 
.•;un|>.Mi  on  your  memory— then  it  is  not  altogether  impossi- 
i,',  ih.it  after  such  long  wandering  you  may  at  last  want  me. 
If  ::;:i'  should  happen— if,  as  the  result  of  bitter  disappoint- 
iium;  .  vou  should  be  brought  back  to  the  belief  in  Art— well, 
th.'i,  if  time  has  not  made  h.ve  a  too  ridiculous  drc.iin  for  us, 

•111  i:;!)fr  tlii'   night. 

•N.Av  \vc  must  part,  for  it  is  late  for  a  tHe-a-Ulo,  and  it  is 
•:;.   -  iiihlance  of  fidelity  to  my  elderly  protector  that  I  am 
■ill  to  preserve." 
-    -jieaking.  she  took  \\\)  a  candle  and  vani.^hed  into  the 

lil'Miung  rooni,  leaving  Sallenauvo  in  a  state  of  mind  that 

::i;i.  !..•  miagincd  after  the  surprises  of  every  kind  that  this 

■ntervifw  had  broutrht  him. 
()•;  ivturiiing  to  the  hotel  whither  lie  had  taken  his  things 

.!!  iirnvmg  from  Hanwell.  he  found  Brieheteau  waiting  for 

.1:1  ;i;  the  door. 
•WiiiTe  the  devil  have  you  been:"  cried  the  organist,  fran- 
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tiojnlr  impatience.     '"We  m.ght  have  got  off  by  to-nighfa 

"Well,  well,"  said  Sallonauvo  carcl-     v    -'I  gh-ill  h.v 
few  more  hours  for  plav.n-  truant  "  '  ^''''  ' 

;;An^nK.anu^.ile  the  enemy  ,s  pu.hn,.  forward  the  n.ine- 
v>iidt  do  I  eare.'     In  that  cave  called  nolirir..,!   lif 
we  not  be  prepare.!  for  wluitevcr  happen'-  '^'  '"""^ 

^_^ou  vour..If  an  hour  since  said  Art  ah>ne"i.s  great  " 

rogue  who  ha.  stolen  a  nan,e^>    Th  r.  ^    ""^^  "'  ' 

inat,    retorted  the  orc'ini^t    '•;    i  i 

vanish  with  the  niX     'p''"""^'     '^  '"'l''"'^^'  «  ^"apor  that  w,ll 

enf:;:  S^ t:,     -^JL?^^  ^,^^^^"--  ^^^  --  ^een  pre. 
eauso  some  sensationhT M      l  "''''  ''"^  "«^  ^'''^^'-^  ^^ 

of  the  X«^/o,:  y:^  ,a  ,  '  h  ^';;::T7'^'  P-^^-     At  the  otnee 

It  .oemed  onlv  naLr  W^/^l^p^e  "ttt^astn  '  """"/'?• 
paper  and  oft...,  tn  ,  >  ^  ,  '  ^^  P***^*  ^^ner  of  the 
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man  think  he  is  <roin<:  to  piny  the  sii..l,?  It  is  rather  a  c.in- 
iiK.ii  truk  with  our  h.rds  and  masters  in  Parliament  to  pav  u« 
v.n  o|,M..|iuous  court  as  long  as  they  want  supporters, 'and 
..■t  ii>  .rverely  alone,  like  tlioir  old  eoats,  as  soon  as  thev  have 
n:tnl";l  the  tree.  But  we  eannot  allow  tliis  fr.'ntl<.man  to 
]":i}  mat  frame;  there  are  more  wavs  than  one  of  turninjr  the 
tiKiN-  "ii  a  man." 

Tl..  -hief  editor,  less  easily  disturhed.  had  tried  to  soothe 
:!h-  Mst  ehul htion;  but  SallenauveV  non-appearanee  at  the 


IH-;;iii 


iraiii.'!'. 


't    the    session    had,    nevertheless,    struck    him    as 


"n  the  following  day,  when  the  government  olficials  were 
t.  1,..  ;ip[,o,nted~the  j.resid.nls  and  seeretaries-a  business 
whnh  ,s  not  unimportant,  because  it  affords  a  means  of  esti- 
mating the  majority,  Sallenauve's  absence  was  of  more  real 
TT?'''    /" J^t"""'"^  to  which  fate  had  attached  him, 
Jh.  .  ,.ct,on  of  the  head   was  carried  by   the  Ministerialist 
by  nn  V  one  vote;  thus  the  presence  of  the  Member  for  Arcis 
|-;1'1   have  turned  the  scale  in   favor  of  the   Opposition. 
H'n^v  the  expression  of  strong  disapproval  in  the  organs  of 
.at  party   explaining  its  defeat  by  this  unforeseen  defection 
''f  "hirh  they  spoke  with  some  acrimonious  surprise      Thev 
api  i.d  no  epithets  to  the  absentee-s  conduct,  but  thev  spoke 
"f  11  ;i>  "quite  inexplicable."  '     ^ 

Maxime  on  his  part  kept  a  sliarp  lookout;  he  was  only 
;-  mg  td!  the  official  ranks  of  the  fhan.ber  should  be  filled 
I"  lav  before  the  House,  in  the  name  of  the  ]{omilIv  peasant 
-  r.an.  a  petition  to  prosecute.     This  docun..„t  had  been 

^n  u.  up  by  Massol,  and  under  his  practised  pen.  the  facts 
e    ad  undert.U.en  to  set  forth  had  assumed  tlu^  ai;  of  p^  ! 

W^^  .h,ch  attorneys  contrive  to  give  to  tli-ir  statements 
nd  .Impositions  even  when  furthest  from  the  truth.  And 
;nv   .hen  Sallenauve-s  absence  was  so  prolonged  as  to  s^n 

-"  l.'l'H.s.   he   went   once   more  to  call   on    Hasti-rnac-   and 

-a,   n.  himself  of  the  ingenious  plan  of  attac!^   l^ge;    d 
!  . -oehes   he  ask.d  the  Minister  ,f  he  did  not  thiiTk  that 

'^■'-  -"oment  had  come  when  he,  Kastignac,  should  abandon 
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the  attitude  of  ]);issivo  oliscrvaliDii  wliicli  lie  had  hitherto 
chosen  to  iiiaiiitaiii. 

Kastignae  was,  in  fact,  far  more  explicit.  Sallenauvc  in 
a  foreign  land  figured  i:i  his  mind  as  a  man  conseiciice- 
.strickcn,  who  iiad  lost  hi>  halanee.  lie  therefore  adviMMt 
Monsieur  de  Trailles  to  hring  forward  the  preliminaries  nf 
the  action  that  verv  day,  and  no  longer  hesitated  to  proini^r 
his  snjiport  for  the  success  of  a  scheme  which  now  looked  >.. 
hopeful,  and  from  which  a  very  j)retty  scandal  might  rea.-on- 
ahly  he  looked  for. 

The  efTects  of  this  underground  influence  were  obviou? 
on  the  very  next  da/.  The  order  of  the  day  in  the  Lowvr 
Chamher  was  the  verification  of  the  returns.  The  nicmlHT 
whose  duty  it  was  to  report  .1  the  election  at  Arcis-sur-Auhe 
happened  to  he  a  trusty  Ministerialist,  and.  acting  on  the 
private  instructions  that  had  reached  him.  he  took  this  view  of 
the  case : — 

The  constituents  of  .\rcis  had  "l(>cted  tlieir  member  accord- 
ing to  law.  Monsieur  de  Salhnauve  had.  in  due  course,  sub- 
mitted to  the  examining  committee  all  the  documents  needed 
to  prove  his  eligibility,  and  there  was  no  apparent  dithcihv 
in  the  way  of  his  taking  his  seat.  Hut  rej)orts  of  a  strange 
character  had  arisen,  even  at  the  time  of  the  election,  as  tn 
the  new  deputy's  identification,  and  in  further  support  of 
those  rumors  a  ])etition  had  now  hecn  presented  to  the  house 
to  authorize  a  crimiiuil  prosecution,  'hiis  petition  set  fortii 
a  very  serious  accusation:  Monsieur  de  Sallenauve  was  .siid 
to  have  assumed  the  name  he  bore  without  any  right,  and  thi? 
assumption  being  certified  on  an  othcial  document,  was  in- 
dictable as  a  forgery  committed  for  the  purpose  of  false  per- 
sonation. "A  circumstance  nuich  to  be  regretted,"  the 
speaker  went  on.  "was  Monsieur  de  Sallenauve's  absence: 
instead  of  appearing  to  contradict  the  extraordinarv  accu*;!- 
tion  lodged  against  him,  he  had  remained  absent  from  the 
sittings  of  the  House  ever  since  th(>  opening  of  the  session. 
and  nobody  had  seen  him.  T'nder  these  circumstances  could 
his  election  be  olliciallv  ratified?  The  committee  had  thouirht 
not,  and  propo.^ed  that  a  dtday  should  be  granted." 
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liaiiicl  d'Artliez,  a  muiuber  of  tin-  Li'j,ntiiiiis;l  Opposition, 
,i, ..  a-  wc  saw  at  Arris;,  was  in  favor  of  Sallcnauvc's  return, 
I  ii;  ,!■  lo.-c  to  adiln'.-s  tiie  Clunnbt'i',  and  l)('^f;,a'd  to  point  out 
.•,\  I  "inpK'toiy  out  id'  ordiT  such  a  decision  would 


Ije. 
beyond    dispute.      Xo 
ilie  C'iuunber  had  no 


■llic  le,i,Mlity  of  the  election  \va> 
,:r.  .'i;j;irity  had  been  provi'd.  ileuct 
ait.riialive ;  they  must  |)ut  the  (juestion  to  the  vote,  and  recog- 
i;:/r  liie  idection  as  rej^ular  and  valid,  since  there  was  noth- 
!.:t'i  invalidate  it.  To  confuse  v.itii  that  issue  the  ([uestion 
i-  to  .1  ]ieliti<in  to  prosecute,  would  be  an  abuse  of  power, 
\j'x.i\.-r.  by  hindering;  any  preliminary  discussion  of  that 
.ii'-!:"M,  ,1:1(1  relic, iiii;  the  indictment  of  the  usual  formali- 
•;•■-  !»  lore  it<  acceptance  or  rejection,  it  would  assume  a  sin- 
.'liiir  and  exceptional  character — that,  namely,  of  a  suspen- 
-:  :.  !  ilie  iiKiiidate  granted  to  tlnur  member  by  tlie  sovereign 
!in'.v,  r  uf  the  electors.  And  who,"  added  the  orator,  "can  fail 
;-  j'.i'  rive  that  by  givintr  ellect  to  this  petition  f(tr  authority 
;  I  iirvi-rciiti'.  in  any  form  whatever,  we  preju'^ge  its  justifica- 
;:"ii  ai.d  importance;  whereas  the  presumption  of  innocence, 
■.vii,ii;  !s  the  prerogative  of  every  accused  person,  ought  to 
!'!•  i-ptcially  extended  to  a  nuui  whose  honesty  has  never 
!'i:i  ijKii  to  doubt,  and  who  has  so  hitely  been  honored  by  the 
-;;:riMges  of  his  fellow-citizens." 

A  firoloiigcd  discussion  followed,  the  ^finis-terial  speakers 
:.at!;ially  taking  the  opposite  view;  then  a  difficulty  arose. 
I'hr  i'lvsident  for  the  time  being,  in  right  of  seniority — for 
'iii'  Ciiamber  had  not  yet  elected  its  chief — was  a  weary  old 
■ ::  i.'i.  uho,  in  the  complicated  functions  so  suddenlv  conferred 
""  :  nil  liy  his  register  of  birth,  was  not  alwa\s  prompt  and 


:'nt.  Sallenauve"s  application  for  leave  of  absence 
'.ached  him  the  day  before;  and  if  it  had  occurred  to 
1  announce  it  to  the  Chamber  at  the  beginning  of  the 
^--as  he  ought  to  Jiave  done — the  discussion  would 
liv  have  been  nijtped  in  the  bud.  But  there  is  luck 
ar.ii  Ill-luck  in  i)arliamentary  business;  and  when  llie  House 
■"aiTi.MJ  tnim  this  letter,  at  last  communicated,  that  Charle.s 
->-'  .Salicnauve  was  abroad,  and  had  no  ground  to  offer  for 


"IM 


nliai. 


t,  til 


454 


THE   MEMHKK   lOK   AKCIS 


this  aijplicaliiiii  I'm'  iiiilunitcil  leave  IniL  iIil'  uigue  common- 
place  ut'  '"uigeiil  pruate  all'aii^,'    lliu  (.'HVct  was  UitUrilrous. 

"It  IS  M'il-Lvuleiil,"  .siul  all  the  Miiuritorialistb,  like  Ras- 
tigiiac,  "he  is  111  Kii^Maiul,  uhciv  every  form  of  failure  takes 
refuge.  He  is  afraid  uf  the  iiujuiry  ;  he  knows  ho  will  be 
unnia.'ked."' 

This  opinion, ajiart  from  all  the  political  feeling,  was  ^hiirell 
by  some  of  the  sterner  .spirits,  wlio  could  not  conceive  that 
a  man  siinuld  unl  ajipear  in  defend  himself  against  so  grots 
an  accusiUion.  In  short,  after  a  very  strong  and  skilful 
speech  from  \'iiiet  the  juihlic  prosecutor,  who  had  found 
courage  in  the  ah.-eiice  of  the  accused,  the  confirmation  of 
the  election  was  po^-tpnued.  though  hv,  a  very  small  majority; 
at  the  same  time,  a  week':-  leave  of  absence  was  voted  to  the 
accused  memher. 

On  the  day  after  tliese  proceedings,  Maxime  wrote  as  fol- 
lows to  Jladame  IJeauvisa^e: — 


I'  i 


"Mauami:, — The  enemy  met  with  a  terrible  reverse  yester- 
day;  and  in  tlie  opinion  of  my  friend  Kastignae,  a  very  expe- 
rienced and  intelligent  judge  of  parliamentary  feeling,  Dor- 
lange,  whatever  happens,  eannot  recover  from  the  blow  thus 
dealt  him.  If  we  should  fail  to  procure  any  positive  proof  in 
support  of  our  worthy  countrywoman"s  charge,  it  is  possible 
that  the  scoundrel,  by  sheer  audacity,  may  finally  be  accepted 
by  the  Chamber,  if.  indeed,  he  dares  siiow  his  face  in  France. 
But  even  then,  after  draggin;;  on  a  cordid  existence  utterly 
unrecognized,  ho  will  inevitably  ere  long  he  driven  to  resign; 
then  M.  Beauvisage  will  be  elected  beyond  doubt,  for  the 
constituency,  ashamed  of  having  been  taken  in  by  an  adven- 
turer, will  be  only  too  happy  to  reinstate  themselves  by  a 
choice  that  will  do  them  honor,  besides  having  been  their 
first  instinctive  selection. 

"This  result,  madame,  will  be  due  to  your  remarkable 
sagacity;  for,  but  for  the  sort  of  sec-ond  sight  which  enabled 
you  to  divine  the  precious  truth  hidden  under  the  peasant- 
woman's  storv,  we  should  have  overlooked  that  valuable  in- 
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.triiii.int.  I  may  tell  yon,  niadamc,  own  if  it  should  inflate 
vilur  [iridc,  that  neither  Rasti<jnao  nor  Vinet,  the  public  pros- 
.. ';'-r.  under>to(if]  the  full  inij>ortaiice  of  your  discovery; 
!n<i'L  1  myself,  if  I  had  not  been  so  happy  as  t(^  know  vou, 
Ml  ,1-  111  he  able  to  appre(  iate  the  value  attacliinj;  to  any  idea 
,)f  \niir<.  might  very  pmbahly  have  shared  the  indifference  of 
ih(-f  two  statesmen  as  to  the  useful  weapon  you  were  putting 

;r.i ir  hands.    But.  as  the  gift  came  from  you,  1  at  once  un- 

(l.r-^  hI  its  importance;  and  while  pointing  out  to  Rastignac 
ihi'  iinMiis  of  utilizing  it,  I  succeeded  in  making  my  friend  the 
Minister  an  eager  partner  in  the  plot,  and.  at  the  same  time, 
a  ?ir.cere  admirer  of  the  skill  and  perspicacity  of  which  you 
had  u'iven  proof. 

•Thus,  madanie,  if  I  should  ever  be  .so  happy  as  to  be  con- 
ne<  !"1  with  yon  by  the  bond  of  which  we  have  already  spoken, 
I  -i.i'l  not  need  to  initiate  you  into  political  life;  you  have 
found  ihe  [tath  .«o  well  unaided. 

".Vothing  new  can  happen  within  the  next  week,  the  length 
nf  !(;i\v  granted  to  our  man.  If  after  that  date  the  absentee 
docs  not  appear,  there  is,  I  think,  no  doubt  tliat  the  election 
w:!l  be  pronounced  null  and  void;  for  yesterday's  vote,  which 
vnu  will  have  read  in  the  papers,  is  a  positive  summons 
ti)  \i\n\  to  appear  in  his  place.  You  may  be  very  sure  that 
betwi'Lii  this  and  his  return — if  he  should  return— I  shall  not 
fail  tn  devote  myself  to  fomenting  the  antagonistic  feeling 
'if  t!i<'  Chamber  both  by  the  press  and  by  private  communica- 
ti'M-  HaMignac  has  also  issued  orders  to  this  end,  and  it 
!-  >.iff  to  conclude  that  the  foe  will  find  public  opinion 
>tr.i!  ltIv  prejudicv^d  against  him. 

■  AMow  me,  nuidamc,  to  beg  you  to  remember  me  to  \fade- 
!iiM]-,l!,.  Cecile,  and  accept  for  yourself  and  ]\ronsieur  Beau- 
v;-i-v  the  expression  of  my  most  respectful  regard." 

A  fi  w  words  of  instruction  to  the  >.rinistcrial  press  had,  in 
fa.  t.  !M.<T„n  to  surround  the  name  of  Sallenauve  with  a  sort 
•f  .ifniosphere  of  disrespect  and  ridicule;  the  most  insulting 
innuendoes  ascribed  to  his  absence  the  sense  of  a  retreat  from 
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his  foos.  Tho  ofTcct  of  tliosc  rcpciittd  attacks  was  all  thi' 
more  inevitnl)l(>  ln'caii-f  Salk'nauvc  was  imt  ft'ol>ly  (Icftiifl'd 
by  the  [lolitirians  of  Ins  own   party. 

Xor  was  this  lukcwanri  I'l'rlnirr  at  all  surprisiiifj.  Nor 
knowing  liow  to  account  fm"  l:i<  conduct,  the  Oppo^iti.,!! 
papers,  while  they  felt  it  their  duty  lo  defend  him,  u.t. 
afraid  of  sayin<,'  too  much  in  favor  of  a  man  whox'  futup' 
grew  more  douhtful  every  day;  for  mif^ht  ho  not  at  any  mn- 
ment  give  the  lie  to  the  certiilcate  of  high  morals  which  had 
been  so  rashly  given  ? 

On  tlio  day  when  his  week's  leave  ended,  Sailenauve,  not 
having  yet  returned,  a  second-rate  Ministerial  paper  pub- 
lished, under  the  heading  of  "Lost,  a  deputy  I"  an  insolent 
and  witty  article  which  made  a  considerahle  sensation. 

That  evening  Madame  de  FKstorade  called  on  Madiine  ih 
Camps,  and  found  her  aloni>  with  iier  husband.  She  \va- 
greatlv  excited,  and  exclaimed  as  she  went  in: 
"Have  you  read  that  infamous  article?"' 
"No."  said  Madame  de  Camps.  "Rut  my  husband  has  told 
me  about  it;  it  is  really  disgraceful  that  the  Ministry  should 
order,  or  at  least  encourage,  anything  so  atrocious." 

"I  am  half  crazed  liy  it,"  said  Madame  de  TEstorade.  "for 
it  is  all  our  doing." 

"That  is  carrying  conscientious  scruples  too  far,"  said  Ma- 
dame de  Camps. 

"Not  at  all,"  said  the  ironmaster.  "T  agree  with  madame. 
All  the  venom  of  this  attack  would  be  dispersed  by  a  sinfrle 
stop  on  I'Kstorade's  ]iart;  and  by  refusing  to  take  it.  if  he  i? 
not  the  originator,  he  is  at  least  the  abettor  of  the  scandal." 
"Then  you  have  told  him ?"  asked  the  Countess  re- 
proachfully. 

"Whv,  mv  dear,"  ret^lied  Madame  Octave,  "thouirh  we 
have  our  little  women's  secrets.  T  could  not  but  explain  to 
mv  husband  what  had  given  rise  to  the  sort  of  mononiHniii 
that  possesses  Monsieur  de  I'Estorade.  It  would  have  been 
such  a  distrust  of  my  second  self  as  would  have  hurt  him 
deeply;  and  such  explanations  as  I  felt  bound  to  give  him 
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h,i\^    iiiit,   I    think,   iiiiulc   mo  a   fjiitlik'ss  depositary  of   any 
., :  •  I  thai  concerns  yiui  pcrfonaily." 

All.  \i)U  arc  ii  li.ippy  couple!"  ^anl  Madiiine  do  rEstorade, 
Hiiii  .1  .-i^'li.  '•Iloncver,  I  am  not  sorry  that  Monsieur  de 
t  aiiip-  shiiuld  have  hicn  admiltcii  to  our  conliih'iico ;  the 
iii.rit  i>,  to  fintl  some  way  out  of  the  dillicult  position  in 
whiili   1   am  slrugf^ling,  and  two  opinions  are  better  than 

Wliv.  wliat  lias  liapponod  ?"  asked  '      ^amo  do  Camps. 

Mv  husliand's  head  is  (piite  turnec  replied  the  CountesB. 
ill'  Mcins  to  mo  to  have  lost  every  trace  of  moral  sense. 
I'.ir  (vnii)  perceiviiifj  that  he  is,  as  Monsieur  do  Camps  said 
ju-i  now,  tile  abettor  of  the  odious  contest  now  going  on,  with- 
iiui  having — as  tliose  who  had  started  it — (he  excuse  of 
iL'iioraneo,  he  seems  to  exult  in  it.  \lo  brought  me  that 
.1.!' Mahle  i)aper  witti  an  air  nf  triumjih,  and  I  found  him 
4111IC  ready  to  take  oireiice  liecause  1  did  not  agree  with  him 
III  thinking  it  most  amusing  and  witty." 

■■That  letter,"  said  Madame  Octave,  "was  a  terrible  blow 
ti»  him  ;  it  hit  him  body  and  soul  at  once." 

■■That  I  grant,"  cried  the  ironmaster.  "But  deuce  take 
it'  if  you  are  a  man.  you  take  a  lunatic's  words  for  what 
thfV  are  worth." 

"Still,  it  is  very  strange,"  said  his  wife,  "that  Monsieur  dc 
SiilKiiauve  does  not  come  back;  for,  after  all,  that  Jacq'ues 
Brii  lu'teau  to  wliom  you  gave  his  address  must  have  written 
tn  him." 

■■What  is  to  be  done  I"  exclaimed  the  Countess.  "There  has 
bwn  a  fatality  over  the  whole  business.  To-morrow  the 
quf-tion  is  to  bo  discussed  in  the  Chamber  as  to  whether  or 
11"  Monsieur  do  Sallenauve's  election  is  to  be  ratified  ;  and  if 
ii'  -imuld  not  then  be  in  his  place,  the  Ministry  hopes  to  be 
able  to  annul  it." 

"Rut  it  really  is  atrocious  I"  said  Monsieur  do  Camps;  "and 
:!;  ';i:h  my  position  hardly  justifies  me  in  taking  such  a  step, 
a  V(  ry  little  would  make  mo  go  straight  to  the  President  of 
thi'  Chamber  and  tell  him  a  few  home  truths " 
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"I  would  liavc  hc^'^jcd  \nu  to  do  >o,  I  think,  even  at  th» 
ri^k  of  my  liii>i)iiiid's  dctt'ctiii^'  my  micrvi'iitiuii.  Init  fur  ..n,. 
coiisiilcral  loii — It  would  di-lrc--  Mun-iciir  dc  Sallriiiiiivc 
po  >,'n'atly  tluit  hi.-  friciid",-  uidia|i|iy  ^tatr  ,-huuli!  l»i'  m.iil.. 
pulilic.'" 

"Certainly."  said  Madame  ()<tav('.  "Such  a  line  uf  (],.- 
feiicL'  would  cvidfiitly  he  routrary  to  hi>  iuti  iilious ;  am]. 
after  all,  he  imiy  yi't  arrive  m  time.  I'x -idi'-,  llie  dceisiuii  (if 
the  Chaiulier  .>-tdl  remains  pr'il)li'nuiti(al.  while.  MoiiHrur 
Marie-* Jaston's  madness  orue  known,  lie  eaii  never  j^et  cimt 
the  hlow." 

"And  then,"  ailde<l  Madame  de  rK>tora(le,  "all  the  nili()u> 
part  that  my  hushaml  has  taken  so  far  in  this  dreadful  laisi- 
ncijs  is  as  Tiothiii,!,'  in  eomparison  with  a  really  iliaholieal  iilea 
wliieh  ho  coinm\iiiieat<'d  to  me  ju-t  t;o\\   hrfnre  dinni'r." 

"W'iiat  can  <hat   he!'"  a^l^rd   .Madam"  de  ('am[)s  aiixioii^lv. 

'"His  idea  is  that  to-morrow  I  am  to  u'o  with  liim  tn  ihi^ 
gallery  reserved  for  tho  peers  to  lnai-  i'm'  ■.'n.-tion  diseu>s('(l." 

"Heally,  he  is  hc-in:,'  his  wit.-!"  .-aid  .M  ..,-ieur  de  Caiiip-. 
"It  is  quite  likt'  Diafoirus  the  younger,  who  olTers  his  iiridt' 
elect  tile  diversion  of  seeing'  a  dis.-ection " 

Madame  de  Camps  shook  her  head  meaniii.irly  at  lier  hus- 
band, as  much  as  to  say,  "l)o  not  jiour  nil  on  thi^  thimes." 
She  merely  asked  the  Countess  if  she  had  not  sliown  Mnn- 
fiieur  do  TEstorade  how  monstrous  such  a  proet'cding  weiilil 
appear. 

"At  the  very  first  word  I  spoke  to  that  elTect,  ho  flew  into 
a  rafjo,"  said  Madame  de  TP'storado,  "telliri<j  mo  that  1  wa.s 
apparently  only  too  glad  to  perpetuate  a  helief  in  our  inti- 
macy with  this  man,  since,  on  an  opportunitv  when  I  eoulJ 
so  naturally  ]>roclaim  our  rupture  to  the  public  1  so  re.so- 
lutely  declined  it." 

"Well,  then,  my  dear,  you  must  go,"'  said  ^ladame  Octavo. 
"Domestic  peace  l)cfore  all  things.  Besides,  after  all.  ym:r 
presence  at  the  sitting  may  equally  well  be  regarded  as  a 
proof  of  kindly  interest." 

"P'or  fifteen  years,"  said  the  ironmaster,  "you  have  reigned 
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Ilir 


at   liMiiH',  iiihI 

fnill-.  of    iMiUcr. 


Ill-  i>  a 
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i'.iii.  iihi!iM(  iir. 
•  •  maili'  -111  li  II- 


••_'  \>>u 


to  liclicvc  that    I   ?-Iic)uI(l  ix'ver 


it"    tlic    MiViTCI 


u'litv.  wliuli  iiulct'd  1  have 


I  Mill    til   Ciilli  ral 


I   tiiii  kimu   It!'""  niiluil  Mi)?i.-i('Mr  ili'  ('aiii[i.-  warmly, 


<k  M.idaii 


l"lv-t'iraili'r-  liaiiils  in  In-  own.     "15ut  I 


nil  ii'.y  u  it'i' '-liii>  rii]i  iiiii-t   lie  ilraiiM 


ill 


III  (III'  I 


t"  -liatiii'  a-  I  Ii-irii  ti)  tlif  inrainons  cliarp'a 
\i  iiii-iii'ial  pariv  uill  priiii:!  I  >liall  t'ri'l  a-  if  they  were 
li'Tni;:  a   man    umli-i'   in\    nwii  i'\rs.   uliuin    1    could   fiuvo 

i  I 


•itI\   |iiiltin,ir  my  haml  out — a:iil  I  <  aiiiim  do  it 


■^  I-,  it  is  so, 
(1 


said  Moiisii'ur  ( 


IrC 


aiiiii- 


And 


ii  man,  too, 


la-  done  yon  sijrnal  service;  hut  wonld  ymi  ratlnr  hrin^ 
lilo  \iiur  lionsc.  and  aiTLrravale  vmir  hu-hand's  unhcaltliv 


l.i-tcn,  my  dear,"  said   Mi 
'   lie   THstoradi'   that    I 


ilaiiii'  dc  ( 'amps. 


!  will  jrivc 


less 


also   wi^h   to  ;^o 
f 


to  t!i 


Tell  Mon- 
is  sitting; 


caii-e  lor  <oniii,"ni  if  voii  are  seen  then 

1 


a  person  who  is  iininten -teil  ami  merely  curious;  ami  on 


oint  do  not  'Mve  \\a\'. 


Tl 


K'li,  a 


t  anv  rate,  I  shall  he  there 


voiir  head  stiai^lit  on   voiir  shoulders  an 


Ironi  your 


self. 


d   preserve 


-hould  not  have  dared  to  ask  it  of  you,"  replied  Madame 

l!-torad(>.  "for  one  does  not     ke  to  ask  any  one  to  assist 

■:l-(l()ing;  hut  siiiie  you  are  so  <j:enerous  as  to  offer  it,  I 

I  am  a  dcirree  less  wretched. — Now,  jiood-ni<i:ht,  for  my 


1  must  not  rmd  me  out  when  he  comer 


anil  must  not  liiul  me  out  wlien  lie  comes  in.     He  was  to 

with   Monsieur  de  Kastiirnae,  and  no  douht  they  have 

d  irreat  thinjrs  for  to-morrow." 

'I'l  then:  and  in  an  iiour  or  so  I  will  send  yon  a  note, 

sh  I  had  not  seen  von.  to  ask  if  vou  have  anv  power 


a-  !hou 


Imit    me   to 


seen 
the 

I'p  nii«(>s  to  he  interest 

,1    1    ^ 


pow( 
imher  to-morrow,   as   the   meeting 


To  he  hron.irht  so  low  as  to  plot  and  eontrive- 


ladaine  de  I'Estorade.  etnhrarinjr  her  friend. 
My  dear  child,"  replied   Madame  de  Camps,  "it  is  said 


ii 
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that   tlic   life  of   till'   CIiiiMliii    i>  ,i    Uiiiraiv;   Imt   tliiil   .,f  a 
woman  iiiMrn.iI  ici  n  uriiiiii  ivpc  >>{  man  i-  a  pileliLMl  Ijutllc. 
lit'  patient  iuii!  liilj'  (  MiiraLTc." 
And  M)  tlic  friend-  parted. 


At   about   tuo  o"rli),  k   <in   the    fnlLiwinir  (l;iy    Mailanic  do 

rKstorade.  with  lier  Ihi-IkiikI  and  Mailai le  ('ain|i-.  t'lo:   ii.  r 

8>pat  in  the  ptrr.-'  ;.Mllerv:  >lie  looked  ill,  and  returned  tlh' 
bows  that  ^.'reeled  lirr  from  \arH  ii>  pari-  ot'  liie  lloii-e  with 

cool  indiiri'reiuc.     Mada ije  ('ainp-,  ulio  had  never  Ih-fon' 

found  her-i'lf  in  the  pailiaineiitarv  ChamlM'r.  made  two  .ib- 
ticrvalion-:  In  the  llr.-t  phnv.  >lie  exclaimed  at  the  slovmlv 
aftju'arance  of  so  inanv  of  the  honoiahle  men. hers;  and  llu'ii 
she  was  struck  hy  the  nuinher  d'  hald  head-  which,  a-  sh" 
looked  down  on  tliem  from  the  i,'aller\  that  i:a\e  her  a  bird's- 
eyo  view  of  the  as.-einhly.  surpri-ed  her  LTieatlv. 

She  then  listened  v.hile  Mon-ieur  de  I'Kstorade  named  the 
notabilities  present;  first  all  the  hi^rwiirs,  who  need  not  lio 
mentioned  liere,  since  their  names  dwell  in  evcr\hod\"-  nietn- 
orv;  tlien  Canalis,  the  poet,  who  had.  >he  thouLdit,  an  Olym- 
pian air;  d".\rtliez,  whoso  modi>st  demeanor  ^n-eatlv  attractod 
her;  Viiiet.  who,  as  slie  said,  was  like  a  \iper  in  spectacles; 
Victorin  Ilulot,  one  of  the  orators  of  the  Left  Centre.  It 
was  .some  little  time  before  slie  could  ::et  aecustonied  to  thf 
hum  of  conversation  all  round  her,  comparinir  it  to  the  nnise 
of  a  swarm  of  bees  buzzin-r  about  a  hi\e.  I'.ut  what  chictlv 
amazed  la^r  was  the  freneral  a-^pect  of  the  a-<emb!v :  tho 
stransTe  free-and-easiness  and  total  ah-eiKc  of  diirnity  did  not 
in  the  least  sutrgest  tliat  it  was  rcpre-entalive  of  a  ,i:r('at 
nation. 

It  was  written  by  the  fiuLTer  of  fate  thiM  Madame  de  1T'>- 
torade  sliould  lie  spared  no  form  of  annovance.  ,hM  a-  \ho 
sittintr  was  aiiout  to  open,  the  Mari|ni-c  dd-^-pard.  escurtn] 
by  Monsieur  de  Koniinerollc-.  came  into  the  irallerv,  and  trmk 
a  seat  close  to  lier.  ThoiiLrli  thev  met  in  S(H-ietv,  the  two 
women  eonld  not  endure  each  other.  Madame  de  rTvtnrmli' 
scorned  the  spirit  of  intrigue,  the  total  want  of  prineiple,  ami 
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till 


Mil 


fill,  l-'itttT  ti'iii|KT  whirl:  llif  Miir'|iiisf  miK  tiiK'd 


uii- 


,|,  r  lin'  iiii.>l  t'ii'^'iuit  iiiiiiiiurf ;  while  ^l:ll|.mll■  ilK-iiarcl  had 
I  ■..  !i  il(M'|i('r  n)iit<iii|il  lnr  what  >hr  lalii'd  tin  [..pt-lidiliii;,'' 
\irti;<.  (if  thf  (.'miiUc.-.-.  It  iiiu^l  he  aihli'il  that  MailaiiU'  ile 
,  K-'.'.r.iili'  was  twi>-aml-lliirl  \,  ami  of  a  t\|ic  (tf  hcaiity  tliat 
i'!ii.-  Iiail  .-pari'd ;  uhil''  Mailanir  (I'lv-paril  ua»  furtv-fniir, 
a' -I  n  -pile  of  the  arts  of  the  tuiK't,  her  lonk.-  wiTc  alto- 
;. -i.ii-  pa.-l. 

•  1 1.1  win  iiftcii  (iiiiic  liiTi'!'"  shr  said  In  the  f'ouiitos,  after 
a  ;.  u    iMdi.-prii>alilr  civilities  a-i  t(i  the  pira.-ure  of  incfling 

•  \.  ver."  said  Madame  de  rKstorad<>. 

•J  ,nn  a  eoiistaiit   visitor,"  said   Madame  d'Espard. 

T';.ii.  with  the  air  of  makinir  a  (liscovi-ry  : 

■■'Im  he  .-lire,"  she  added,  "voii  liave  a  spe(  inl  interest  in  the 
[liirtjii;:  to-dav.  Some  one  von  know,  I  helieve,  is  on  his 
tr,;.i;" 

■'^e-.  Monsieur  de  Sallenauve  has  visiti'd  at  my  house." 

"ii  i>  most  distressing',"  sai('  the  Maniiiirc,  "to  see  a  man 
u'r  :.  a-  Monsieur  de  Uonipierolles  assures  me,  was  quite  a 
\i<'i'>  in  his  wa\'  thus  called  to  account  hy  the  police." 

■■||i^  chief  crime,  so  far,  is  liis  ahsence,"  said  the  (,'ountess 


■  Atid  he  is  consumed  hy  amhitioii,  it  would  seem,"  Madame 
rr-p.ird  went  on.  '"Before  tliis  attemjit  to  j^-et  into  I'arlia- 
lii' ;it  lie  had  matrimonial  projects,  as  you  no  douht  know, 
a"  i  had  tried  tn  marry  into  the  Lanty  fi'Miily— a  scheme 
wliii  h,  so  far  as  the  liaiidsoine  lieiress  was  concerned,  ended 
ill  her  retirement  to  a  convent." 

M;iilame  de  TEstorade  was  not  astonished  to  find  that  this 
-'■■■'."..  wliich  Sallenauve  ha<l  helieved  to  he  a  perfect  secret. 
Ui-  known  to  the  Man|iiise;  she  was  one  of  the  he^t-informed 
vvuticn  in  Paris.  .\n  old  .\cademician  hail  called  her  draw- 
i!!L'-rn.iin.  iji  mytholofrical  jiarlance.  "The  Temple  of  Fame." 

"Tliey  are  ahout  to  lie-in.  I  think."  said  the  rnuntess.  who, 
ar.viiv;  expectinji  to  feel  Madame  d'Espard's  claws,  was  not 
Mjirv  to  close  the  conversation. 


•i^  ' 
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4«2 


TIIK   MK.MHKU    KOIJ   AUCIS 


The  I'rosidt'iit  liail  in  fact  rung  his  Ix'll,  the  iiicnibers  were 
settling  into  their  places,  the  curtain  was  ahout  to  ri;- 

To  give  the  reader  a  faithful  account  of  the  sittn,'.  we 
think  it  will  he  at  once  more  exact  and  more  convenient  tn 
copy  the  report  as  ijrinted  in  one  of  tiie  pajjcrs  of  the  day. 

niAMRKR  OF   DKIMTIKS 

MoxsiEUR  CoiNTKT  (  \'u'e  IVesidriit)   in  the  Chair. 

Mill/  ■>:]rd. 

The  President  took  tiie  chair  at  two  o'clock. 

On  the  -Ministers"  beiicli  W(  re  the  Keeper  of  the  Seal.-, 
the  Minister  of  tlio  Interior,  and  the  Minister  of  rubUc 
Works. 

The  report  of  the  last  meeting  was  read  and  passed. 

The  order  of  the  day  was  to  discuss  the  validity  of  the 
election  of  the  member  returnc(^  y  tlie  borough  of  Arcis- 
sur-Aube. 

The  President — The  representative  of  the  Commission  of 
Inquiry  will  read  his  report. 

The  Reporter — (Jentlemen,  th^  'range  and  unsatisfacterv 
position  in  which  Monsieur  de  Sallenauve  has  thought  proper 
to  place  himself  has  not  ended  as  we  had  reason  to  hope. 
Monsieur  de  Sallenauve's  leave  of  absence  expired  yoterdav. 
and  he  still  remains  away  from  the  sittings  of  the  Chamber: 
nor  has  any  letter  from  him  applying  for  further  extension 
reached  the  President's  hands.  This  indilTcrence  as  to  the 
functions  which  Monsieur  de  Sallenauve  liad  .-ought,  it 
would  seem,  with  unusual  eagerness  (murmurs  from  the 
Left),  wonld  under  any  circumstances  l)e  a  serious  defeetion: 
but  when  it  is  coupled  with  the  ])ro<ecution  now  threaiened. 
does  it  not  assume  a  character  highly  damaging  to  his  repu- 
tation? (]\[urmurs  from  the  [.eft.  .\pp!au.<e  from  the 
Centre.)  Your  Commissioners,  com])elled  to  seek  the  solu- 
tion of  a  ([uestion  which  may  he  said  to  be  unexanipleil  in 
parliamentary  annals,  when  considci'ing  the  steps  to  he  taken. 
were  divided   by   two  opposite  opinions.      The   minorii},  of 
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I  iiin  tho  sole  r(■I)^('^^(Mltative — the  Coniinissionors  being 
!lui( — tlu)iij,'ht  that  a  plan  should  bf  hiid  before  you 
li  I  may  call  nidiral  in  its  character,  and  which  aims  at 
:n^r  the  ditliculiv  i)v  submittiii<r  it  to  its  natural  judi'cs. 


M.  de  Sallonauvc's  election  hir  ct 


nunc, 


and 


sen 


d  h 


im 


!r.    I 


■n  the  constituency  which  returned  him,  and  of  which  he 
faithless  a  representative:  tliis  is  the  first  alternative  I 
In  (itfer  you.  (Kxciteincnt  on  the  Left.)  The  majority, 
ir  contrary,  pronounced  that  the  electors*  vote  must  be 
lilely  respecteil.  and  tiie  shortconiinjrs  of  a  man  honored 
irir  confidence  must  be  overlooked  to  the  utmost  limits 
iiience  and  indul^'ence.  Consequently,  the  Commission 
fcs  me  to  jiropose  that  you  should  oflicially  extend  M.  de 


auve 


leave  of  ai)sence  to  a  fortnifrht  from  this  (bite- 


r!iiur>  from  the  Centre.  "Hear,  liear."  from  the  Left)  — 
llie  full  under.'^landinj;  that  if  by  the  end  of  that  time 
r  Sallenauve  has  given  no  si<,'n  of  life,  he  is  to  be  re- 
mply  having,'  resi<rned  his  seat  without  entantrling 


as  SI 


ll'iuse  in  any  irritating  and   useless  discussion   of  the 
I'.     (Excitement  on  all  sides.) 

le  Colonel   Franchessini,  who,  duriiig  the  reading  of 
port,  had  been  engaged  in  earnest  conversation  with  the 

■tcr  of  Public  Works  on  the  .Ministers'  bench,  anxiously 


:-'  il  to  be  heard. 

/■' .    Prcsiilnif—y].  de  C 


m 


alis  wishes  to  speak. 


V.   iIp   ('anali.<i — Gentbnnen.   M.   de   Sallenauve  is  one  of 
-   iinld  men  who,  like  me.  believe  that  politics  are  not  a 
fruit   to  any  intelligent  mind  ;  but  that  the  stuff 
uh  a  statesman  is  made  may  be  found  in  a  poet  or  an 
ipiite  as  much  as  in  a  lawyer,  an  ofTlcial,  a  doctor,  or  a 


hli'M 


i^vncr.      In  virtue,  then,  of 


our  common  oriirm. 


:\i.  dc 


nuve  lias  niv 


to  see 


fulb 


-ym]iathy,  and  no  one  wil 


)e  sur- 


m(>  mount   this  tril 


Mine 


It  ion  of  the  Coinmiss 


to  support  the  recom- 


lon. 


Still.  I  cannot  nirree  to  their 


']' risiiei  :  for  tb(>  idi^i  of  our  collea'. 


hi'inir  rei:ar( 


led. 


i^'c.  af 


fad  nf  his  prnldU'jTf'd  alweuee  bevond  the  limit 
laving  resigned  his  seat,  is  repugnant  l)oth  to  mv 


4li4 


THE  MEMBER   FOR  ARCIS 


conscience  and  my  reason.  Von  hnvi-  IhmicI  it  remarKi'd  that 
M.  (le  Sal]i'nauvc"s  can-lc.-siiess  as  lo  liis  duties  is  all  tliu  less 
excusable  liecan.-e  lir  lies  under  a  serious  eliar^^e;  but,  .-uppos- 
ing,  gentlemen,  that  this  charge  were  the  actuating  eau>e  of 
his  absence.  (Laughter  from  the  Centre.)  Allow  me— 1  am 
not  so  guileless  as  the  laughei-s  seem  to  fancy.  It  is  mv 
good  fortune,  liy  nature,  that  base  suggestions  do  not  oceur 
to  me;  and  thai  M.  de  Sallenauve,  with  the  high  position 
he  had  achieved  as  an  artist,  should  plot  to  take  his  seat  in 
this  Chamber  by  means  of  a  crime,  is  a  theory  I  refuso  to 
admit.  Two  foul  s})iders  are  ever  ready  to  spin  their  wob 
about  a  num  with  sueli  a  stain  on  his  birth — ChieaiuTv  and 
Intrigue.  Hut  I,  far  from  admitting  that  he  would  have 
fled  lu'fore  the  charge  brought  against  him,  I  say,  suppose 
that  at  this  moment,  abroad,  he  were  collecting  the  evidence 
for  his  defence?  ("Hear,  hear;  well  .■^aid  I"  from  the  Left.) 
In  this  belief, — a  very  plausible  one,  as  it  seems  to  me— far 
from  being  justified  in  recjuiring  a  strict  account  of  his  ab- 
sence, ought  we  not  rather  to  regard  it  as  a  proof  of  respect 
for  this  House,  as  feeling  himself  unworthy  to  take  his  place 
in  it  till  he  was  in  a  position  to  defv  his  accusers? 

A  Vuicc — Ten  years'  leave  of  absence,  like  Telemachus, 
to  look  for  his  father.      (General  laughter.) 

M.  dp  Cnnalis — T  did  not  expect  so  romantic  an  internip- 
tion !  But  since  we  are  ref(>rred  to  the  Odyssev.  I  mav  remind 
you  that  Ulysses,  after  sutferiiig  every  outrage,  at  last  drou- 
his  bow,  very  much  to  the  discomfiture  of  the  suitors.  (T.nud 
murmurs  from  the  Centr(\)  I  vote  for  a  fortnight's  further 
leave,  and  a  reopening  of  the  question  at  the  end  of  that  time. 

M.  Ic  Cdloiirl  Fraiich('.<!.^iiii—'l  do  not  know  whether  the 
last  speaker  intended  to  intimidate  the  Chamber;  for  my 
part,  such  arguments  affect  me  very  little,  and  I  am  always 
prepared  to  return  them  to  t'lose  who  utter  them.  ("Order, 
order,"  from  the  Left.) 

M.   If   Pri'.<iih')it — Xo  personalities.   Colonel. 

.V.  /f  C/iJoiirl  Frinirlii's.<iin'—\t  the  same  time,  T  am  so 
far  of  the  same  opinion  as  the  last  speaker  that  I  do  not  be- 
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cliar^e  brought 
u'  ffTcct  it  iiiay 


lit'Vr  that  tlio  di'liiKiiicnt  has  th'd  fiMiii  tlu 
,ii,m;i!M  him.  Neither  tliat  aceu.-atioii.  imr 
!;;i\r  nil  vour  minds  or  on  others,  nor  even  the  annulling  of  his 
rln  ij.iii,  has  anv  interest  for  him  at  jiresent.  Do  you  wish 
1,1  Know  what  ]\i.  de  Sallenauve  is  doing  in  England ?  Tlien 
.v.i'!  liie  Knglish  ])ai)ors.  They  have  for  some  days  been  full 
•  t  ;!.,•  |iraises  of  a  prima  dunna  who  has  just  come  out  at  Her 
M:,ir-iv"s  Theatre.     (Groans  and  intorruption.«.) 

.1  I'oiri' — Such  gossip  is  unworthy  of  this  House. 

.1/.  //  Colonel  Fraiirlies.viii — Gentk'meii,  I  am  more  accus- 
tom, i  to  the  blunt  speech  of  cami)s  than  to  the  proprieties 
mI  th"  ('hamt)er;  I  am  perhaps  rash  in  thinking  aloud.  The 
ii  i!i.,!;il)k'  gentleman  wlio  spoke  last  said  that  he  believed  that 
M.  If  Sallenauve  had  gone  in  search  of  evidiMiee  for  his  de- 
i!;...  1  say — not  1  believe,  but  I  know,  that  a  wealthy  for- 
.:.':!•  has  extended  his  protection  to  a  handsome  Italian 
v<L  i  was  formerly  honored  by  that  of  our  colleague  Phidias. 
ilri-li  interruptions.     "Order,  order;  this  is  not  to  be  al- 

inu.-.i:") 

.1  \'oice — Monsieur  le  President,  will  you  not  silence  this 
jp.;iker?"' 

t  oiniiel  Franchessini,  folding  his  arms,  waited  till  silence 
?h'iiil(l  be  restored. 

.1/.  le  President — I  must  request  the  speaker  to  adhere  to 
till'  question. 

M.  Ir  Colonel  Franchessini — I  have  never  deviated  from  it; 
';  v,t  vcr.  as  the  Chamber  refuses  to  hear  me.  I  can  but  say  that 
1  '.'.!'  with  the  minority.  H  seems  to  me  a  very  natural  course 
''1  ^•■:\d  Monsieur  de  Sallenauve  back  to  his  constituency, 
iir.'i  :m  ascertain  whether  they  meant  to  elect  a  deputy  or  a 
:  ".  ("Order,  order!"  A  great  commotion;  excitement  at 
tin   '   irhest  pitch.) 

M.   le  Canalis  hastily  tried  to  mount  the  tribune. 

.'/.  /"  I'rfsident — The  Minister  of  Public  Works  wishes  to 
-1"  I.,  and  as  one  of  the  King's  Ministry,  he  has  always  a 
rii:::;  to  be  heard. 

.1/.  th'  Udsdi/itac — It  is  no  fault  of  mine,  gentlemen,  that 
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you  liavi'  not  Itccii  ^i^\(■(l  i'rMm  tlii-  scandal  in  the  ChainlxT. 
I  tried,  nut  nf  rcLMi'd  t'nr  my  old  friiMid.^liiii  with  (.'ulonc'; 
Francliessini.  to  iicr-nadc  iiini  nut  in  j-pcak  on  so  delicati'  :' 
matter,  since  lii<  ine\]ierienee  of  ]iai'liam(>ntary  rule,  ajTL'ra- 
vatod  l)y  hi~  reji.lv  '.  and  lliieiicy,  mitjiit  betray  Iiini  iiiti. 
some  re;:reitalile  e\lr,  va^'aitce.  It  was  to  tliis  otFeet  that  \ 
a<lvised  liim  in  llie  cour.-i'  ol'  the  short  conversation  we  hcM 
at  my  .-eat  hel'ore  lie  ado  ^^ed  the  House;  and  I  mvself  a-^kwi 
to  he  lu'ani  al'ler  him  expre-sly  to  correct  any  idea  of  mv 
collusion  in  the  indiscretion  he  has  conimitted — in  mv  opinion 
— hy  descendin;,'  to  tlu'  c<)nfidential  details  he  has  thoiiirht 
proper  to  trouble  you  with.  However,  as  apiinst  mv  iritfii- 
tion,  and  so  to  say,  a^'-ainst  my  will,  I  liavj  mounted  the 
tribune,  tlion,i,di  no  ministerial  interest  detains  me  here,  mav 
T  be  allowed  Id  make  a  few  brief  remarks?  ("Speak,  speak  I" 
from  the  Centre. ) 

The  ^Minister  of  i'nblic  Works  j)roct'eded  to  show  that  tho 
ab.'^ent  member's  conduct  was  characterized  hv  nuirked  enn- 
tempt  for  the  Chamber,  lie  had  treated  it  with  cavalier  in- 
dilTereiice.  He  had  inileed  asked  leave  of  absence:  hut  how? 
By  writing,'  from  abroad.  That  is  to  say.  he  first  took  leave. 
and  then  ask<'d  for  ii.  Had  he,  as  was  customary,  assiijm'il 
any  reason  for  the  re(iuest  ?  Xot  at  all.  He  simply  announml 
that  he  was  compi'llid  to  1k'  absent  on  iiri^ent  private  bu.-ino.-?, 
a  trumpery  preleM  which  iiiiLdit  at  any  time  reduce  the  assem- 
bly by  half  its  niemliers.  Hut  supjxisin/JC  that  M.  de  Sallo- 
nauve"s  business  were  really  urgent,  and  that  it  were  nf  a 
nature  which  he  thonudit  it  undesirabh-  to  explain  in  a  letti-r 
to  be  nuide  public,  why  could  he  not  have  laid  it  in  eonfideiui' 
before  the  President,  or  even  have  re(|uested  one  of  his  frumb 
of  such  standin,<x  as  would  -eeure  <'redit  for  his  mere  wonl. 
to  answer  for  the  necessity  for  his  absence  without  any  de- 
tailed explanation  ? 

At  this  moment  the  Mini>ter  was  inttMTupted  bv  a  bu-llc  in 
tln'  passiire  to  the  rii^ht  :  several  of  the  menibors  left  their 
pliii  I  - :  oii!i'r<  >taMdin;:  on  the  -eats  and  craning  their  ii.'ik> 
weie  lonking  at  something.     The  Minister,  after  turning  h< 
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I'n  Hiieiit,  ti)  wlmiii  lie  soi'imd  to  ii|)iiciil  for  iin  cxplaiia- 
:.  .'.lilt  down  from  the  triljuiii'  aiiil  icturmil  to  his  K-at, 
1,  he  was  iiniiiciliatclv  surroiiiidrd  hy  a  iiuiiilM'r  of  dcjui- 


'III 


the  CV'iitn',  aiiionj,'  wlioiii 


M.  \  iiirt  was  conspiciioup 


■'c.-ticiilations.    Other  jrroiiiK  formed  in  the  arena;  in 


liie  .-ilting  was  i)racti(ally  ^l!^llen< 


d. 


Ii!  ;i  few  minutes  tiie  rresideiit  ra;i^'  hi>  i)ell. 

'/ .' .   iisltiTs — Take  your  >eats,  ^M>ntlemeii. 

Tiic  nieml)ers  hastily  returned  to  tiieir  place: 

.!/.  h-  President — -M.  de  Salienauve  will  now  .-peak. 


M. 


Salienauve,  wlio  had  l>een 


ciuir  to 


(le 


Canal  is  sin(( 


his 


arrival  iiad  .-u.-peiii 


M.   dWrthez 
led  business, 


HI) 


to  the  tribune.     His  ma!i:ier  was  modest,  but  quite 


irom  einuarrassmen 


a  lice  to  one  o 


t.    I-: 


ver\ii'>i 


Iv  was  striick  bv  his 


ro- 


f  tlie  most  lierv  of  the  revolutionary  ora- 


1 


ijicc- 


-Danton   minus   the   smallpox. 


.1/.  '.''   Salienauve  (deep  silence) — (ieiitlemen,  I  am  under 
ion  as  to  mv  personal  im[)ortaiice.  and  do  not  imajrine 


;!ll- 


mvself  am  th(>  object  of  a  form  of  persecut 


ion. 


,hich 


rather  seem  to  be  tlirected  a'.^iinst  th(>  opinions  I  have 
iiior  to  reprcM'iit.  However  that  may  1m\  my  election 
ed  some  importance  in  the  eyes  of  the 
To  contest    it.   a   special   au'ent   and  special   press 


to  nave  assuni 


i-irv. 


were  S' 


cut  to  \n 


ar.d  a  iiumhlc 


V!rr.    !l 


servant  of  the  Cov- 
in, whose  salary,  after  twenty  years  of  honorable  ser- 
;id  reached  the  figure  of  fifteen  hundred  francs  a  year. 


Idenly  dismis.~ed   from   lii>   post   lor   i)eii 


iitiU'T  to  mv  success 


Loud 


imii'imirs  Iron 


itr  guilty  of 
1  the  Ceii- 


I  can  onlv  thank  the  irentlcmen  who  are  interrupt iiii: 


leant  for  tl 


us 


:;.  .  f'r  [  suppose  their  noisy  disiipjirobation  is  mea 

-i'.Ml.ir  dismisMil.  and   not    to  convey  a   doiibt   of   the  fact. 

w!::^  ■■;    is   beyond   all   (piestion.      ( I,auL:h;"r   from   tlie    Li'ft.) 


1 


am  concii'iicil.  a- 


I 


■oulil   not    lie  turned   mi 


t,   I 


en  attacked   witli  another  weapon;  juduial   calumny 


iiied  with  my  opportune  al 


)Sence 


Mi:ii.<ler  (if  I'liJilii'   Worh-< — It    wi 


Nrinistrv  evi- 


dii.-.;;,  that  procured  your  extradition  to  England: 
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M.  de  SdllciKiiur — So,  Monsieur  h-  Miiiistrc,  I  do  not 
ascribe  my  absence  either  to  your  intluiMuc  or  to  your  snfrjTP?- 
tions;  it  was  an  ■icl  of  iuijieralive  duty,  and  the  result  <jf  no 
one's  IiiiidinLT:  luit  as  rr;:jirds  _\our  slian'  in  tiie  public  accu- 
sations brou^dit  a^'ainst  me,  I  shall  proceed  to  lay  the  fict^ 
before  this  a>-cnibly,  and  leave  the  matter  to  their  jud^niicnt. 
(A  >tir  of  interest.)  The  law  which,  in  order  to  protect  tlif 
indi'pciidence  of  a  nicmbcr  of  this  Cliainber,  lays  down  the  ml.' 
ihat  a  criminal  ])r(»ecution  cannot  be  instittited  against  ;inv 
member  without  the  preliminary  authority  of  tlie  Chamber, 
has  been  tunu  d  a;:nin>t  nie,  I  must  say  with  consummate  skill. 
The  indict nirnt,  if  presented  to  the  Attorney-deneral  in 
Court,  would  have  been  at  once  disTnissed,  for  it  stands  alono 
without  the  sn])])ort  of  any  kind  of  ])roiif ;  and.  so  far  as  I 
know,  the  Ministry  of  this  nation  is  not  in  ihe  habit  of  pniM'- 
euting  anybody  on  the  strength  of  the  allegation  of  the  tim 
comer.  I  cannot,  tliercfore,  but  admire  the  remarkable  ac;- 
men  which  discerned  that  by  appealing  to  tliis  Chamber,  the 
charge  would  have  all  the  ad';antages  of  a  political  attack. 
thougli  it  had  not  the  elements  of  the  simplest  criminal  case, 
(Murmurs.)  And  then,  gentlemen,  who  is  the  skilfid  |);ir- 
lianientary  camjiaigner  to  bo  credited  with  this  masterly  de- 
vice? As  you  know,  it  is  a  woman,  a  peasant,  claiming  only 
the  lumdjle  rank  of  a  liand-worker ;  whence  we  must  infer  that 
the  countrywomen  of  Champagne  can  boast  of  an  intellectnal 
superiority  of  wiiich  hitherto  you  can  surely  have  had  no  con- 
ception. (Laughter.)  It  must,  however,  be  added  that  h<:- 
fore  setting  out  for  Paris  to  state  her  grievance,  rny  accuser 
would  seem  to  have  hail  an  interview,  which  mav  have  thniwn 
some  light  on  her  mind,  with  the  Mayor  of  .\rcis,  my  inini- 
terial  opporent  for  election;  and  it  is  furthermore  to  be  sup- 
posed that  this  magistrate  liad  some  interest  in  the  prosecu- 
tion to  be  instituted,  since  lie  thought  it  his  duty  to  pay  the 
traveling  expen.«es  both  of  the  plaintiff  and  of  the  villn^'e 
lawyer  who  accompanied  her.  ("Ha-ha  I"  from  the  f.eft.l 
This  remarkably  clever  woman  having  come  to  Paris,  on 
wiioiu  does  she  first  call?  Well,  (ui  that  very  gentleman  who 
had  been  sent  to  Arcis  by  the  Government  as  a  special  agent 
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to  ii!-;irc  tlio  put'cc'ss  o 


f  th 


0  iniiii.^tcrial  laiKlidati'. 


And  who 


iiiiii 


Ic  It  hi;;  lju?iiK*;i.<  to  applv  for  authority  to  [troM'cutt 


.\,,|  iiidrnl  that  >iunv  spcfial  agcii'.  \>u\  a  hnvvcr  dnvcti'd  by 


■r  a  l)roakl"ast  to  wliicli  the  piM^aiit  woioaii  and 
\\\>vr  were  invited,  to  .-ui'iily  thv  iicct' 


tUT 


ary 


iirouiul 


txci 


lenient  and  a  hmi^  bu/.z  of  talk.) 


Minister  uf  I'liblic   Works,  from  lus  l)eneh— Witliout 


-Mii>,'  tlie 


truth  of  factti  o 


f  \vi 


ueli   I   pcr-ona 


Uv 


liave  no 


I   niav  state  on  niv  hnnor  that   the  (ioverninent 


itelv  uiiawa 


re  of  all  iiie  intri<rues  de^cri 


bed, 


anu  re- 


pu- 


-  and  blames  them  in  uii<|iialilied  terms. 


J/,  ilr  :<iillcnauv€ — After  the  express  denial  wliieh  I  liave 
:i..:;  -o  furtunate  as  to  elicit,  I  feel,  ^rentlemen,  that  it  would 
be  iii!;,Maeii>us  to  insist  on  fijistin;,'  on  the  CJovernment  the 
r.-i"in-ihility  for  these  proeeedintjs ;  hut  that  I  should  have 
inii'!'  I  he  mistake  will  seem  to  you  (piite  natural  if  you  re- 
n.iiiinr  that  at  the  iiK^ment  when  I  entered  this  hall  the 
r  for   Public  Works  was  speaking  from   the  tribune 


>i< 


:ul  !;l 


;ing  part  m  a  very 


unusual  way  in  a  discussion  bearing 


rules  o 


f  this  Chamber,  while  trving  to  cniivince  vou 


tlia' 


1  had  treated  its  members  with  irreverent  eontumely. 


T! !!■  Minister  for  Public  Works  made  soini!  remark  which 
wa>  lint  heard  ;  there  was  a  long  bur>t  of  private  discussion. 

.1/,  Virturiii  11  dot — I  would  i»eg  the  President  to  desire 
the  ,M;iii,-!er  for  Public  Works  not  to  interrupt.  He  will  have 
tht  ni.portunity  of  replying. 

.1/.  '/''  Sallcnauvc — According  to  M.  de  Kastignac,  I  failed 
i:!  r-  -iM'ct  to  this  Chamber  by  apjilying  from  abroad  for  tlie 
n\'  absenco  which  I  had  already  taken  before  obtaining 
rinission  I  affected  to  ask.   But.  in  his  auxiciy  to  prove 
the  wrontr,  the  Minister  overlooks  the  fact  that  at  the 


!':a\. 


Ulll 


n  I  set  out  tli(> 


had  not  heiriin.  and  that  hv  a 


!::  such  a  reiiiiest  to  tl 


P 


.■.-idi'iit   ot   the 


('! 


iaiiii)er 


liavo  a 


ppealcd  to  a  fiure  abstract 


mn. 


(■■(^)iiite  true 


■  T.eft.)     As  to  the  inadci;'  :uv  of  the  reasons  assigned 
ilisence.  I  regret  to  sa\   ihal   1  was  im;:bh'  to  he  more 


'•\: 


!i  :  that  if  I  should  reveal  the  triU'  can 


■  iiv 


ournev 


I 


not 


ie 


At  tl- 


e  same  time 


I  wap 
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1 


fully  aware  that  liv  tliis  n-crvt — wliiih  I  must  even  now 
inaiiitaiti — I  cNiMi-ril  iii\  :i(li()ii>  in  niiiii>i  run-  ini-inlrrjircta- 
tion.  am]  miLilit  r\|iiii  lo  -ic  a  niiMuiv  ut'  iiic  liiii'lrM|nr  ;in.; 
lli("  (illVii>i\c  in  ihr  r\]>iaiiai;i>ii-  liiat  wniiM  In-  ;,'ivi';i  a-  ,i 
sul)>titiit('  fur  the  fart-.  (  i'-xcitrnicnt. )  In  I'^alitx.  1  ua- - 
iin.\i<in>  n<il  In  |iitIiti-!iI  an\  uf  ;]]•■  fui malitic-  iti|u:ii.i  i 
lii\'  iKisitinn,  that  I.  like  lln'  Mini>tiT  liinisdl'.  had  tli'm;,'':,- 
of  till'  arfau;:i'nicnt  hy  \\lii(li  I  I'atiriiil  i  had  |)ul  (jvcrytiii:  _■ 
ill  nrdcr.  A  iiian  of  the  hiLdic-i  hdii-r,  and,  like  iny~il!',  ;:. 
possi'ssidii  i>\'  ilir  -ccM't  thai  ((inijirllni  nil'  tu  tfavfl,  had  liri:, 
requested  ii\'  nil'  in  ^uaranlri'  to  the  I'r.-idenl  ol"  thi»  Chai::- 
biT  the  inijiei'at i\e  neii>.-iiy  Id  widen  1  had  yiehlei,.  ll;: 
calumny  had,  iin  dmilil,  m)  I'ar  d  nie  its  um-k  that  thi-  Imih.;. 
ahk'  ifeiitleman  feared  to  eoin|)ronii.-e  hiin.-elf  hy  atrerck;,.- 
tilt'  si;.Mial  pi'oteelion  of  hi.-  name  and  word  to  a  man  thi'rai- 
oiu'd  with  a  criminal  aelion.  .\lthnu;jh  at  this  moment  da:.- 
ger  seems  to  he  reeediiiii;  I'l'om  me,  1  >hall  imt  destroy  tli' 
incognilo  in  which  he  has  thou,i,dit  it  ju'oper  and  wise  to  slirmni 
his  dofeclion.  'I'lie  le-s  1  was  ])re|>ared  for  this  e;:oiislic  pn;- 
deiice,  the  more  have  1  the  riuiit  to  In'  surpri.-ed  and  ji.iiiH'! 
hy  it;  luit  the  more  careful  shall  1  he  to  let  this  hreach  m" 
frii'iidshi])  remain  a  -ecret  helweeii  in} self  and  his  eonscicntv, 
wliit'i.  alone  will  hlame  him. 

At  this  staire  there  was  a  ^n'oat  commotion  in  the  jralk'ry 
reserved  for  the  Pirrs  of  the  Tjiper  House,  everybody  crowd- 
ing to  help  A  lady  who  had  a  viouiil  attack  id"  hy.-ii'ru>. 
Several  memhers  hurried  to  the  spot,  and  some,  do>-tors  im 
doubt,  left  the  Chamher  in  haste.  The  sitting  was  inter- 
rupted for  some  minutes. 

The  Prcfiiilcnt — I'shers,  open  the  ventilators.  It  is  want 
of  air  that  has  led  to  this  unfortunate  incident.  M.  de  Salk- 
nauve,  be  so  good  as  to  go  on  with  your  speech. 

M.  (If  Snllniaiirc — To  iv-unie.  hrietly:  The  application 
for  authority  to  prosecute.  ..f  which  you  have  heard,  has  imw, 
no  doubt,  lo-i  much  of  iis  imporiaiici'  in  the  eyes  of  inv  cel- 
league-,  even  of  ihe  more  Jio-tile.  I  have  here  ;i  letter  in 
which  the  peasant-woman,  my  relation,  Viithdraws  her  ciiarm' 
aud  eiiiilirnis  the  statements  I  liave  had  the  honor  of  laying 
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voii.     I  miglit   read  the  Icttor,  luit    1    lliink   it   Ix'ttiT 
M  place  it  ill  the   l'n>i.lciit V  Inmd-.      (••<,»uil.'  right, 
■i_'hl  !'■)      As   ivganU  I 


ir     llh'MlliV    III     mv    llhScIKT, 


I 


[iMint' 


1  ,;■  ,    .1 


ti)  Paris  tins  iimriiing;  and  liv  licing  in  my  place  at 
Ming  of  this  sitting.  1  c<iiild  have  hccii   in  my  .-cat  in 
I  within  the  >trict  limit,-  <d'  thr  lime  so  grncrouslv 


iiii'ii 


mc  hv  this  Chamhcr. 


I'.iit,  a-   M.  dc  Can; 


ilis  sug- 


1  t'l  voii,  J  was  determined  not  to  appear  here  till  the 
1  liiat  hung  over  my  character  could  Im'  i  Icarcd  olf.    This 


ou 


lied  up  the  morning. —Now,  gcntletnen.  it  is  for  y 
>h'  whether  one  of  your  colleagues  is  to  he  .-cut  hack  to 
i-lituents,  fur  a  few  hours'  delay  in  coming  to  claim 
I  in  this  Chamlier.  .\fter  all.  uheiher  I  am  to  be  re- 
a>  a  forger,  a  desperate  lover.  (»r  merely  as  a  careless 
Illative.  I  am  not  unea.-v  as  to  what  their  verdict  will 


ifter  the  lap>e  of  a  \'f\v 


WeeK- 


the  oroliahle  result,  as 


wi 


11  he  that  1  shall  come  haik  again. 


sides  cries  of  "Hivide 


le^ccnding   from   the  t 
coii'Xratulated. 


rihuiie 


M. 


de   >anenauvc  was 


/'  rnsidcnt — I  put  it  to  the  vote:  Whether  or  no  the 
v';-!i  of  M.  de  Sallenauve,  returned  a.-  Memher  for  .Vrcis,  is 
■r  ;-  !."t  valid? 

Aliiio.-t  every  member  ]>resent  rose  to  vote  in  favor  of  the 
f  t'le  new  member;  a  few  deputie-  of  the  Ceutrc 


!!i>-!on    O 


'-•  i  mmI  from  voting  on  either  side. 

M   li'  Sallenauve  was  admitted  and  took  the  oaths. 

.'■/,  /'    i'rhidoil — The  order  of  the  day  includes  the  first 

■  •  _'  nf  the  Address,  but  the  Cliairman  of  tlie  Committee 

e  that  the  draft  will  not  be  ready  to  be  laid  before 

ber  till  to-morrow.     Business  being  done,   1   pro- 


■   :  -   111 

I  liam 


the  sitting  closed. 

Chamber  rose  at  half-past  four. 


'      !| 


N  TF  -Balzac  left  "The  Member  for  Arcla"  unfinished.    See  introduction. 


I 


iiSi- 


THE  SEAMY  SIDE  OF  HISTORY 


AND  OTHHR  STORIES 


1 

f-  t  il 


9      'J 


INTKODUCIION* 


l.'l'ut>  IS  ilr  I'JI isliiirr  <  'uritriH porninr  cinisistii  of  two  piirt-s — 

\!  i.l.iiiK' tic  l;i  ClianliTic"" ;    II.   'i/lnilK'."     'I'lif  lii>I  juirt 

.[.iH.iinl  li\   trii'Miiciil  .  imt  cuiiM'ciitivc,  111  till'  .U /(.<('•  (/'S  /•'/;- 


f,'.    !• 


am 


I     1>11.       JMir  lift: 


111.-,     HI'     l.oSfllJOU 


]>,i;  il 


three  rrML.'!iifnts.  knit  tii;,'ellier  liv  ^Imrt  ]iii>.«ap'S, 

ai  ilii:  tlu'  mil'  IiiiW  ^'i\i'!l  to  tlie  «  hole  liuok,  eutiTed  tllO 

.  -  lie  la  \'ie  I'l'litiiiiie"  of  the  "( ■uiuidv.""     Aimlher  I'lli- 

n  three  vohi!iie.-<  and  (il't_v-fi\e  eliaiiterj,  under  the  titio 

,.  reitmie  de  Snixiuite  .\ris,"  at  ruinttanied  h\-  '■I/Miifaiit 


am 


1 1: 


iri  e   .-ketches,   :i])|ie.U(  I 


1  in   IS  1".     Still  atidtlier 


HIK 


ler  the  title  ot"  '•.Madame  de  la  (.'haul 


erie    was  i,--iie(. 


1 


'I'lie  seeiiiid  part  ( loii;^' iiiuioiineed  jis  "I.e-!  I'rere.s  de 
■!;-'ihitioii"")  appeai'til  under  it>  pre-i'iit  title  in  /-c  t'^jux- 
I   !:> />ul>lliiiiii,  Au,i,'ii,<t    1-Sei  lemh.T  ;?.   l>:;s.      in   iM.'d. 


lailili.-lied  in  two  volui 


lie.-,  aeeuiupaniei 


1  hv   -id    V 


er- 


iid  di\ided  into  ei;,'hteen  i  hapler.',  .-ime  suppre^.-ed. 
It  took  it.>i  pliiee  in  the  novel  as  we  Imve  it  to-thiy  in  the 


the  voluine.s  t-iippl 


'tiieiilarv  \i>  the  '■( 'omed".'."     l'> 


l)''i::'ji''>l> 


iteii  from  Wierzehovnia,  rkniinc.  Deeeniiier,  I.^IT,  it  i.s 
.i\\  the  hi.-t  important  eoiiij'o.-ition  that  we  have  from 
. '.-  pen.     .\  few  words  wiih  leirard  to  the  leadin;j:  eliar- 

'•i  the  entire  wurk  will  he  .■.ullieieiit   fur  our  purpose.-. 

de  la  Chaiiterie  has  heeii  ;iientioneil  in  "I.,a  Cdiisine 
.  '  as   ha.s  also   the  younsrer   ^^0Iltauran.   ".M.    Nieolas." 

Lf's  Clioiians.'" )  Brvotid  des  Tours-Miiiiere-.  as  we 
farmed  in  tlie  nr)vel.  is  the  ('■mteii-nn  of  •■Splemleiirs  et 
• -.""  Harhot  and  Metivier  liive  fiLrured  in  "L-s  IVtits 
and  the  former  in  "Illusions  l'erdue>"'   (see  also 


iii 


i'oi-yr.g 


».•     ini-w\    I...  Tn, . 


!■-   V 


(ix) 
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later  "Vn  IToiiniu'  irAiTaiiv,-").  Fnr  P-Di'ilin  and  ^Im,'.  iL' 
C'in(|-( 'vLHiL'  Ml'  '"I'lc  'i'l'-iu'lji-t  i;m'  Airaiii'.""  A  yhiiipM,'  uf 
liaroii  iIl'  IJiJUiIac  ha^  1m  ( ;i  l^mm  ia  ""Li .-  l'.i;.-aii.>"" ;  lu.-  d.niL''.- 
ler  aiul  ,^ra!iu.~nn  i!.;  imt  r' apprar.  \'i^.-aM!,  l'il)oi  ^'i'.;.  - 
M)c!iL'"i,  IaI'.I  (■■.MaivIii'-i'i-'I'i.Trc")  recall  "•Li;:^  ('liDim;;^." 
Thu  .Mon^^'iiiiid-  air  kanun  I'rum  '•^Imlote  MiLriiiin'"  (.-(-■(-'  iil.-'t 
'i/Intfrdiction"" ).  .IihIl'c  I'njuiMit  mall-  •■l/Iiitonlictiiin" 
ami  "('i-ar  llir'Uicau."  Fnr  Frrd/'ric  Mare^t.  Hei>  "I":; 
iH'ljiit  dans  la  \"u'"  and  "l.c  1  )i'iiiii.''  (FAn-is."  T!i.'  i>o.-: 
Veriiissct  jirulj.-iMy  aili-achd  FtiN'  alli'iitin!!  in  "I.a  ('.u:-i".i' 
Rctti'"'  and  "liratrix.""  Alain,  (lodcfroid,  Lfcainus,  and  lir. 
Ilalpersdlin  do  not  rrapiicar. 

I'll  rrlnic  tl'-  hi  U-Jtuiif  apj-caivd  fir.-t  uiid.i  r  llic  titi^  ■ :' 
"Lcs  F'aiitai-iis  dc  Clandinc"  in  tiic  L'l  rue  Parinicinir  i  i',,,1- 
zac's  own  cini  rpri-i')  Aii.u'ii.-l  "J"!,  I>i0.  In  1.^1 1  it  wa^;  i  ■.:'- 
li,-li(_'d,  with  ••!!'. uiirini',""  u:idir  its  jirc.-riit  title.  Tun  v  ar- 
latcr  it  en.tend  tin'  *"Skeni  s  di'  la  \';e  I'ari-ienne"  if  t;;" 
"Coniedv."  Tiic  /.''  nil'  vcrMdn  \va>  re|iul)li.-li.  d  in  ]>■>']  Ci  r- 
tain  elian;:('S  were  made  in  ihf  ^inry  in  \>\'i,  as  is  indieal"! 
l)v  tile  d'iiilile  dah',  K^:'/'- F^  !  "i.  In  the  version  'ii,,*  fipllDWr-i 
"Ilonorine"  lliere  were  two  pans  ;iiid  twenty-si  ven  eliaptrr-. 
since  suppressed.  It  is  to  Fe  noted  that  at  e.ie  time  iJalziir 
substituted  ^Ime.  de  IJastiirnae  for  ^,lme.  de  lioeheii'le.  iil- 
tlioti^h  readers  of  "Fealrix"  \vdl  perceive  that  it  was  to  l'  ' 
latter  that  Nathan  really  de-crihed  Fa  I'alfcrino.  It  i-;  i::- 
tcresting  to  note  also  l!  at  the  >-io!'y  was  inscribed  to  IFijiric. 
Heine,  a  pleasant  fact  whii  h  partly  atones  for  the  very  v.".- 
ploasant  and  tmneces.-aiy  attack  on  JJalzac's  chief  liier;!';y 
eneniv,  Ste.  Beuve.  With  r",L^ard  to  the  characters  Fule  iice:'; 
be  said.  Nathan  and  Mme.  de  liocliefide  and  La  I'alleriiv 
hinis(df  are  thoroughly  familiar.  Mme.  de  la  Baudraye  r- 
calls  "La  Muse  du  Departemenl."  l>u  Bnie!  and  In-  wif" 
(Tnllia)  have  l)een  encountered  iu  ''T-es  Employe.-,"  "In 
Menage  de  (;ar<;on,""  "Les  Fdits  Fourgeois,"  and  elsewhere. 
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.  [n    iiion 


tioii   of   Mile.    Lair 


iicrri' 


recalls  "'Los  Paysanp."  Z. 
Miiniis  appears  bolow.  Mile.  Clincardi'llc  ( Antniiia)  is  the 
i;,  r  iiic  (if  "I'll  iloiiiinc  irAirairt's"  (see  lirlow )  ami  has  played 
:  j.rt  ill  "I.e  Depiile  (rAreis."  (See  aL-o  "P)eatrix"'  and  "La 
-Mine.  An^eliiie  I'oniiiot,  Cesar  Birottcau'ri 


(  i'liMlie   helte. 


aii.nilrr,  see 


Ills  out  of  jilaee  in  tins  eoiiipaiiy. 


/  /'  lliivnitc  d'A'Jiiircs  was  iirst  printed  in  Lr  Siixlc,  Scp- 
',.  imht  !<•,  ISIT),  under  the  title  of  "Les  Uoueries  d"un  C'ro- 
:Mirii  r.""  It  formed  Chapter  111.  of  a  series  of  "fitudo-  de 
.Miiir.-."  iieint:  in-eeded  i)V  "I'lie  liue  de  Paris  et  son  Habi- 


n<x  pn-eeded  i)y  "I' tie  liue  de  Paris  et 
*<Muvre?  Diverses")   and  '"he  Luther  des  l'!',;\peaux"' 
•d   in  "Les  Coniedii'iis  san.-   K'  Savoir").     It   was  at 


r~'  I 


ivided  into  two  parts,  suppres>ed   wlien   it   entered,  ii 

f  the  "Coniedv,' 


ll 


\v  "Scenes  n 


e  la    \  K 


Vie   1' 


lU'isiennc     o 


the    title    < 


if    "Lsi 


•  luisse 


d"ll 


oinnie    ( 


■A  If, 


11  res    (1  a 


\,ii  iiii 


hi    ISir    It   wa.- 


pres 


pilOll^lli'il     \\\ 


ih    "Ou    Meilelit 


.M,i;v.iu.\  Cheniins""  ("Splendeurs  "t  .Miseres."  Part  III.).     It 

;■  ..  ii.-  pi'oeiit  title  in  the  definitive  edition.  Of  most  of 
■  ■  '  ii.iracters  nientioned — f(ir  example,  Mala^M  C'La  Pausso 
'ii  ii;rr.-,-e"),  Cardot,  the  iiotarv,  Xaihaii.  Lniisteau,  Desroehes, 


iferine,    15 


l.MiiU, 


M 


i.xinie   lie    Traille:;,    Claiiaron, 


Xi 


Cerizet,  and   Lord  Dudley — no  special  notice  need  1 


)C 


■:;   heri.', 
i  »iiii>a 


\n\ 


onia    tia>   Ihhmi    mi 


ntioiud   above.     Croizcau 


rt  do  not 


reappear. 


ns.^'ir 


t  If. 


ippeared  hr~t  in  Ln  ^'nssf.  (Vtoher  1"2,  1844, 


the  title  of  "I'li  (iaiid 


ill 


i».-irl   (ie  la   luie   Ivichelieu 

li>l 


(|U    on  jieut  voir  ;_n'atis.        It  was  jiuiilisiied  also  in 


'i.iiile  de  P 


:iris"    (two  viilum 


Ls  ]:>-  IC. ).      It   took  its 


;t  title  when,  in   islil,  it  entered  tli 


■.Scenes  de  la  Vit 


I'  r. 


line     o 


f  th"  "( 


miKMiw 


V 


iiliien  (111   lionceret.  who  ac- 


mes tiie  Mievilaiile  l.i.xinu.  ha-  heeii  seen  m  "l>eatri.\. 


lie  wm^ 


M 


me.  Sehont/,  fill'  a  wifi 


M.   Pritot  and  his 


not  reappear. 


:i  ri 


Por  Tallevrand,  see  "I'ne  'renebreuse 
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i^arnisiuc  wiis  first  printed  in  the  I'crur  de  Paris,  NovhiiIht 
*<!1  an(i  v!S,  !>;{(».  in  iwd  cliaitlcr.--,  since  .-niij)n'ssed.   It  appcari'il 

the  next  \car  in    'ii'  '"ii an-  ri  ('nnlf>  riiildsophicjUL's.'"     It 

entered  the  lir,-i  (liitinn  ot'  the  ".Scenes  de  la  \'ie  Parisienne," 
Is:!  l-.'!."i.  and  m  i>ll  was  included  among  llie  same  "Scciio" 
:n  tile  '"Cuincilv.""  'I'iie  l.aiitvs  have  liecn  met  in  "Le  Dcputu 
d'Ari  IS,""  whciv  the  prr-iMii  laie  is  given  in  (lulline.  Ji  i- 
dillicuh  lo  dncniiiiie  u  ho  tells  the  story  here  to  Mine  ilr 
Koehelide.  I'erhaps  it  i-  Coiiti,  hut  the  dates  given  in  Crrf- 
herr  and  (hri^ioi)!!!'.  if  correct.  I'orhid  any  solution  of  what  i^ 
after  all  a  trilling  prohlcm. 

Fiu'utii  Ciinf  was  lir.-t  ])rinied  in  f.ii  I 'liruniiiue  dr  Pnri.i, 
March  1",  IsMti.  It  entered  the  "fttudes  l'hilosophK|Li''>"  thi' 
next  year.  In  ]>\\  il  was  Iraiist'  rred  to  the  "Seeni  -  dc  la 
A'ie  rari^ieiine""  of  the  '"'.'omed}.""  It  also  appear,  as  "Lf 
Tere  ("anet"  in  ISi:],  along  with.  "I.a  Mn-e  du  Departeiiicnt" 
and  "nosalie""  ("Alliert  Savarns"").  The  name  of  the  her" 
reappears  in  ■"Ma.-similla  l>oni,""  where  we  also  encounter  tlu; 
names  of  \'endramini  and  Vare.se. 

Z.  M'li-dis  ai'|icared  in  .\o.  I.  <.f  the  Ri'vuc  Parisieiiin'.  .Hilv 
IT).  181(1.  In  IS  11  it  was  included  in  a  collection.  "\.< 
Fruit  Dcfendn.""  niider  the  title  of  "La  Mort  d"iin  Aiiilii- 
tien.x.""  In  IS  Id  it  cntereij  the  "Sceni's  de  la  Vie  Politiiiue"  nf 
the  "Comedy. ■■  The  (T,arli>  Rahourdin  who  tells  the  story  i> 
il  son  of  the  Rahotirdins  of  "Les  I-jiiployes."" 

/■/;  I^pisodv  sous  hi  Ti  ri-'ur  appeared  in  ls;5n,  foririing  tin' 
introduction  to  the  "Menioires  de  Sanson  sur  la  Uevnlinii.'i 
I'raiKjaise"" — two  volumes.  The  work  was  anonymous,  but 
was  due  in  part  to  llie  '-ollahoration  (jf  Ilalzac,  his  pertieii 
heing  found  to-day  in  the  "(l-^uvres  Diver-es"  under  the  tiiie  -! 
"Souvenir^  (Fun  I'aria.""  hi  l>lo  tlie  >tory  was  repuhli-lu'il 
with  ".Modoie  Mignon";  :i  liad  ])reviou>ly  (KS43)  appear^''! 
in  the  "Royal  Keepsake"'  as  ••rne  Mc-e  eti  IT!))]."'  It  eiitor."! 
the  "Scene-  lie  la  \'ie   I'oliiiipie""  of  the  "I'omedy"  in   l^iii. 
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Xlll 


In  •':■■  later  vcrfions  tho  coiKlusion  was  eonsiflorably  shortened 
;;..|  ;lu'  tale  thereby  iiiij)rovi'(l.  The  Ahbe  Marolles  dm's  not 
v.ij'i"  ir.  Tile  names  of  r>eaii<eant  and  Langeais  are  faniil- 
,•;■:  l!iat  nl'  Ragon  recalls  "Cesar  Hirntteau."  A  Sanson,  son 
f  \\\r  hero  of  tills  >tory,  has  been  seen  in  "La  Derniere  In- 
ii::.i!.>iu  de  Vaatrin"  ("Spleiideurs  et  Miseres,  Part  IV.)] 


Ijivers  do  rilistoire  Contemporaine"  is  one  of  those 
■  I  hat  naturally  appeal  to  one  ela>s  of  critics  and  readers, 
-  naturally  repel  another  class.      Idc 


calists  are  more  or  less 


.  lo  liiid  in  it  what  Ualzac  wi^lud  them  to  find:  realists 
jii-l  as  likely  to  dwell  on  the  imiirohable  and  exceptional 


if  the  storv  and  t 


o  con SH 


ler  it.  not  as  a  fail 


ure, 


per- 


i.nt  a> 


far  from  being  a  master] 


II( 


nee  it  is  not 


;r;i,'  :-:n 


LT  to  have  one  critic  tell   us  that  aninnjj  the  "l-Uudc 


,i.  \h 


liir.- 


it  is  the  novel  that  mo.-t  sii'^u'ests  the  crucial  scene 


i:i'  at  drama  "m  which  the  gen 


ius  of  the  dramatist  draws 


ic  parterre,  which  is  be.-ide  itself, 


1  suililen  crv  o 


f  ad- 


jiiiiNh  and  provoki'S  the  wild  explosion  df  the  most  madden- 
.'  .ijiplause,""  while  another  writes  regretfully  about  the 
i:  !■  f'f  its  authors  <renius  burnmu:  low.  The  one  critic  has 
•  T'l  too  unreservedly  into  the  -pint  with  which  IJalzac 
'■  '■  ;  the  other  has  confined  his  attention  too  exclusively  to 

now  if  we  can  judge  it 


tails  ( 


•f  t 


le  i)ooi> 


.et   us 


•vithout  callin.::  it  the  "I'aradisd"  of  the  "Human  Coin- 


praising  it  so  faintly  as  t<>  induce  prospective  re; 


ders 


n  u  ipiietly  asid 


■  .jUilc  evident  that  the  ciiararh  r  of  the  pious  iieroine 
iuiensely  attractive  to  Balza-.  and  that  he  intended  her 
•;r  amends    for  cert.iin   dlhrr   hei'>  !ues  (if   hi^ — for  ex- 


hi  1- 


I  in  ill  I'   I 


Ir    'fnntr   A. 


wished  al>o  to  Ifnnir 


mdi-i',   tn   the   be-t   i)f   hi-  aiiililv,   th 


re<renerating 


if  "la  rel 


iLTion  ca 


tlioli 


]ue.  a])ostoli<]ue  et  romaine,'    as 


to  transfer  to  fiction,  some  of  the 


power  am 


I  charm 


( Vol.  xxxn) 
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ol  a  liMuk  lie  adiiiirod  ;:ivatly.  Thoinas  a  Kompis's  "ImitatiDn." 
FurtliCTinore  lu'  ])nj|)al)ly  \vi>!iu(l  to  .-^how  what  a  finer  woiiiaQ 
than  ^Ime.  i;ia>lin  ("Le  Cuiv  df  Village'""),  in  fad  a  foiuale 
lk■na.•^.<i^<  C'l.c  Mi'deiin  dv  ('aiiij)a.ij:iH'"),  could  aeconipiijili  for 
tlie  amelioration  of  luunaii  life,  not  in  the  eountn-,  but  in  the 
j,'reat  caj)ilal  it>eli'.  He  would  show,  too,  what  a  secret  or- 
ganization could  do  in  the  intert'st-  of  charity,  and  thus  fur- 
nish the  needed  I'od  to  "J'he  Tliirteen"  and  to  the  hand  of 
thieves  headed  l)y  \'aulrin. 

Sucli  prohahly  were  \hv  ideal  purposes  with  which  he  umkr- 
took  liis  novel,  and  it  seems  only  fair  to  maintain  that  he  in 
part  accomplished  thtin.  .Mme.  ('e  la  Chanterie  is  to  some 
of  us  at  least  a  nobly  attractive  fi;:ure.  if  her  sufferings  aru 
scinewliat  exaggerated,  her  genuine  Christian  piety  is  not,  and 
ill  her  character  lialzac  has  mado  virtue  far  more  interesting 
ami  alluring  than  he  did  in  that  (»f  '^'•mc.  Mortsauf.  Eacli  of 
her  fellow-wcu'kcrs  is  interesting  also,  particularly  .M.  Alain, 
and  there  is  iiothing  inherently  imi)i-ol)able  in  the  idea  that 
such  an  association  could  have  ilone  a  great  deal  of  good. 
l*erhaj)s  if  he  were  living  and  writing  to-day.  lialzae  would 
lay  less  stress  on  the  medianal  and  monastic  features  of  his 
study  of  the  problems  of  public  charity  and  would  treat  th" 
latter  from  a  scientific  and  political  point  of  view.  His  point 
of  view  was  consistent,  liowever,  with  what  he  had  thoiiiiht 
and  written  from  tln'  davs  of  ••.Iesus-("hrist  en  Flandre." 
and  -ilthough  ii  is  hard  tn  scr  why  "L"Envcrs  de  Tllistoire 
C'oiitemporaine"  >ho!dd  be  included  among  the  "Scenes  of 
I'olitical  i.ife.'"  it  is  ^till  harder  tu  see  how  anyone  inteivstfd 
in  modern  philanlhropv  can  fail  to  !»>  attracted  by  a  novel 
which  is  at  once  loftily  ideal  and  full  of  practical  suggestive- 
ness. 

It  has  concrete  merits  al-o.  The  (iju'iiing  descrinti m  of  tln' 
remain-  of  old  I'aris  is  e.\cellent  ;  so  too  is  the  sketch  >f  (iode- 
froid's  antecedents.     The  portrait  of  Arnic.  Vauthif'r.  althmish 
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til  I  .  ijiial  to  that  of  tlu'  iiiiiiiortal  Mine.  Vauqucr,  is  ncverthe- 

:, .-  ,1  iP'tal)U'  (uir.     'I'lii'  (Ic.-cription  of  tho  lioii-lao  family,  of 

lii.    uid    fallu'i-'s   devotion    lo   liis   alllicted   daughter,   of   the 

i'n   -:i   jilivsiciaii,  of  Augiitte"s  thefl,  could   !iii\e  Liccn  given 

,.  .iil\  li\  lh<'  auliior  of  the  Comedic  lluinainc.     In  fact,  the 

.,     I  i]  |iart  of  tile  Aovy  is  almost  altogctluT  good  and  inter- 

.-•ii  -.  ,iiid  doi's  not  show  that  the  lamp  of  Balzae\s  genius  was 

.ring.     The  first  i)art,  merely  a.>  a  narrative,  has  faults 

-  ..':  ro  li"  mentioned,  hut  it  has  the  merit  of  making  Mme. 

i;.   ,1  Ciianterie  known  to  us  and  is  not  lacking  in  good  descrip- 

•    :-  ,iiid  analytical  {lassagcs.     Some  of  the  ideas  it  expresseg 

! :  :,-  suhject  of  the  poor  and  of  the  criminal  class  are  strik- 

:  .'    iimdern  ;  for  example,  the  remark  of  ^^.  Nicolas:  '"There 

!■    ;!■>  atrocious  scoundrels,  there  are  diseased  natures  that 

.;.:,i  to  l>e  treated  at  Chareiiton.""     'I'hcre  are  also  pregnant 

-  [..iiioiis   worthy  (^f   Dalzac   in   his  prime — for  example: 

■(  -i:=  I  iitration  of  moral  forces,  hy  whatever  system,  decuples 

•:.i  ,!'  ■aiige  and  ])()wer."' 

U  ;  Uie  novel,  especially  in  its  lirst  portion,  has  grave  de- 

mu  ihai  partlv  justify  its  harsh  critics.     There  is  too  much 

:;'r;a|)tion  of  the  thread  of  the  narrative — a  fault  n'lt  un- 

;::;;inii  with  Balzac.    The  story  of  ^I.  Alain  is  spun  out  and 

,  :';;'i'  unreal.     Tlie  legal  documents  tl'.at  throw  light  on  the 

:■    I  "f  .Mine,  de  la  Chantcrie  are  too  full  of  details  for  pages 

ai  an'  ej)isodic.      Kven  the  introduction  of  Marche-a-Terre 

';  i  I'llle-Miche  does  not  make  them  interesting.     One  has  a 

'm:.!;!:  too  that  in  'li'.scribing  Mme.  de  la  Chanterie's  suffer- 

_  -.  llalzac  is  soniew  hat  guilty  of  "piling  on  the  agony,""  and 

■    .;  ill  tieiiig  suspicious  of  her  preternatural  innocence  in  the 

.;,.:  ^  :■  of  her  daughter"s  intrigues  J^ourlac  was  not  altogether 

>:  line.     One  feels  n\>n  that  a  little  too  much   i>  made  of 

'i.    .  lie  la  Chanterie's  charily  in  pardoning  Bourlae,  and  that 

:.     -■  i'lie  in  which  she  docs   it   verges  on  sentimental  melo- 

•li.ihi.i.     Bourlae  is  not  clearly  shown  to  have  heen  anything 
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of  a  JcfTrcvs,  tnanv  u'.-irs  of  iiifirtificatinn  of  the  spirit  liad 
chastciu'd  Ituth  jiidixc  iiinl  vutini.  ami  llic  latttT  had  liad  full 
iiiforiiialion  wbuiit  ihc  -ul1Vriii^f<  ol'  tlu'  foriiirr  ami  about  lii- 
liatcnial  Iiac  winch  vvas  at  h'ast  fi|ii;il  to  that  >ho  had  U>r  h,r 
own  (iaii^ditcr.  Iv\.ii:i:fi'aIioii  is  al^o  lo  he  dctfctcd.  probahiv. 
in  the  (k'scri|itiiiii  uf  llryond's  viciniis  charactor,  althoiii:li  u 
iniist  1)1'  adiiiiiii'd  ihit  there  i.-  seeimiiirlA  no  limit  to  ilir 
crediditv  of  ;/()od  people  in  the  matter  "f  matrimony. 

We  eomdude  as  we  heLTan.  that  the  idealistic  element  of  thi,; 
novel  makes  a  ;rreat  and  stroiii,'-  appeal.  l)nt  that  it  huk-  in 
part  tlie  reali.-tic  iiieviiahleiiess  that  characterize-  llalzac's 
masterpiece.-.  Vet  it  cniitaiiis  maiiv  characteristic  toiirlnv 
\  anda's  -tran^'  di.-ea.-c  reminds  ii-  of  "rierrette,"'  ol'  ■•l„i 
Coiisine  l'>ette,"  of  "I-c  Ly-  dans  la  N'allec'"  ,ind  other  st'U-io 
—  ]>alxai-  havini;'  always  had  a  certain  hankcrini:  for  the  ah- 
iioiaiial  in  this  r/c  ///-c,  c.-j tec- 1 ally  when  the  in.iladv  was  priMhiMil 
hy  a  .M'cret  ]»oi,-on.  ((■/'.  ■'IVrra^ns'"  and  the  ca>e  of  Civvcl  aii'l 
his  wife  rcd'errcd  lu  ahuvi'.l  In  ntlier  wm-ds.  our  i:i'i'at 
reali>t  never  eiit  iindy  weaned  him-elf  from  roiii;iinici>!ii.  \n- 
otiier  cii;iractt'ii>tic  tdUeli  is  seen  in  the  account  of  ilic  inenu- 
inental  work  to  wiiich  lioiirlae  was  di-\iiiiii<_r  him-elf— tiic 
"Ksprii  des  Lois  Xoiivelles."  (oie  at  once  think-  of  Ka- 
hniirdin's  tintiiiiuiii  ■i/nis  ("l.e-  i'hnoin\t''s"" )  ,i:id  tli.-  \!a!-.;;ii- 
d'llspardV  share  in  the  tri  aii>c  on  <  'hina.  ( "■I/l  nterdictinn".) 
The  plots  of  llar'iiet  and  Alf't  ivier  >nL;;L:e^t  those  of  i  ;ii>  ('oi;iti-i- 
in  "Ilhisions  I'erdne-.'"  Hour!. !c's  p.irenlal  ,nVcciiuii  :!iin"-i 
c<lnal^  that  (d'  (ioriot,  and  the  lovinu'  dccepii.,n  he  pi-aiji-e? 
has  more  to  jii-til'y  it  than  ili.ii  praeti-ed  li\  I'.i/,  in  "ha 
I'"aii^.-e  .M.ail  rc>se.""  i'"iii;iilv  uc  mav  oh-(r\e  that  ilie  ii"!f  itf 
till'  urandin.-c  come>  onl  in  the  dc- ri  jit  i'ln  ,,\'  j  )r.  Ihi'inT- 
sohn,  w  ho  as  a  l'(ili>h  izeimi.-  wuiiid  iiai  iiralh  pr  i\f  a  -pe.  i;illy 
aiiraciiM'  diaractcr  to  a  nei\cii-i  who  wa.-  inakini:  In-  t"!ii|">- 
rary  abode  in  Toland  and  to  vvimm  for  year-  all  thini:<  I'.iiisli 
had  Worn  an  aureole  of  cl'arm. 
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e  have 


Ir.ailv  n  ad  siieci 


the  moutlis  of  his  lead- 
iiiens  of  this  tiort 


ir  I'xamnK'.  ""La  Mai-^n  Xuciiii,^'!!"'  and  "(iobseck. 
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f  the  prc-ent  i:roup  lielmi;^'  to  the  (ji'iirv,  w 
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luirhlv    .atislactorv.    so 


nnee  de  la   doIi.'Iih'     is  ;,'eiiera 


metimes    iii^t    the    reverse. 


"r\. 


lly  repirded  a>  imsatis- 
The   attack    on    Ste.    I'x'uve   was  tiiijnstiliahle,   and, 
[Moriv  cxrcnied,  almost  iiniiardonahle.     The  descr'.jition 
I'aUerine.  who  is  said  to  have  been  modeled  on  a  real 


if  a  famous  caf(''.  lias  heen  u.-i 


i)v  critics  in  defence  of 


T:'-'   -h 


ii.'Sis   that    !'.a!/ae   did    not    know   how    to   describe   real 
j-liowed  a   sneakin;,'  fondness  for  this 
d  black.u'uardism.     It  is  almost 
too  far.      It  is  doiibtfii! 


;.''■;  Ui'iiirn.   because   lie 

!-ii.-:-,  ii":o"s  slii'cr  insolence  an 


—  to  sav  that  thcM'  critics  ^'o 


\u;-  'Jii'r  Hai/.ac  a<Jmirc( 


1  La  PaltV'rine's  blaekj^uardism— what 


d  was  the  iilnio>t  .-lieer  limitle^sness 


if  the  fellow' 


i.,. :..  ,,f  -haini.      He  had  the  a!:i^t■s  fondness  for  whatever  is 

1  while  it  niav  lie  justly  claimed  tliat 


nil'  m  it-  wav.  am 


il'e  c\ 


ii:';:eratioii>  to  he  found  in  lhi>  story,  it  is  only  fair 


t '  -iaiii;  alx)  that   it   contains  a  jzood  e 


■Ni)o>ition  ot  what  we 


It:  ■'.  ni 


know  a-^  "check."     Th.-   paLrt>  on 


Bohemia,  on   the 


.Ilo  ifelis. 


the  sketch  of  the  PaUY'rines.  and  the  descrip- 
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tion  of  thf  (In  Rnicl  tunuKje  iwv  fiirtlicriiioro  cntitlid  to  ;i 
consideralilc  ;iiiiou!it  of  iiniisc  Vet  it  i-  -iinlv  |MTMii«>il,l, 
to  w'lAx  that  P.alxac  Iiail  iiu]il(iv((l  ins  time  nn  soiucthiiiL,'  t  l-i. 

"Un  Jloriiinc  (TAiraiiv.-;"  aiid  •■(iaiuli.-i-art  II."  arc  iii(,r, 
succf.-sful.  hi  tin-  I'unikr  w.i  liave  .Ma.xiiiiL-  (!.■  Traillcs  ar,.i 
Corixit,  tlinu^rh  11, ,t  al  tlnar  i/L'St,  al  \v:\A  fairlv  wonii-,  .;■ 
thoiiisiilvL'.s;  ill  the  l.illor  \\v  iiavc  a  .-ketch  of  the  '•I'iiy.Moii^^ri,/ 
type,  a.s  well  a.-;  one  lliai  iiii;:ht  easily  have  titled  mto  "L... 
Coniedieiis  san.-;  le  Savoir."  There  is  oinioin-ly  ndtliinj,'  <rmi! 
about  Mieh  work,  Inil  it  has  a  distuiet  though  minor  piatr  in 
the  "Comedy." 

"Sarrasiiie,"  a.s  we  have  already  had  occasion  to  nmark, 
forms  with  "La  Fille  au.\  Veu.\  d'Or"  and  '-('ne  Pa.-sKMi  dan- 
le  Desert"'  a  small  group  of  stories  dealing  with  passions  that 
are  regardi'd  generally  a.-  lying  outside  the  range  of  >unjt  ;- 
adapted  to  treatment  m  tietion.  We  found  an  e.xeuse  fur  ih- 
fxibtence  of  "La  Fille  au.\  Veu.v  d'Or"  in  the  fact  that  tin 
"Comedy"  was  designeil  to  cover  the  entire  range  of  huiiii:. 
life.  The  date  at  which  "Sarrasine"  wa>  cumpused  makes  tin- 
excuse  inapplicahle  unless  we  can  show  that  Halzac  had  fuliv 
developed  his  great  scheme  at  that  time.  However  this  iiia\ 
be,  ho  ha<l  giv(>n  evidence  of  his  (■.[.•icitv  and  intention  V' 
treat  all  forms  of  passion,  a, id  to  sr.'ii  a  genius  mucli  lilicrf. 
niu.et  be  allowed.  The  story  shows  .-larked  powers  of  descrip- 
tion and  keeps  up  well  its  uncanny  interest.  It  is  not  n> 
great  as  either  :)f  its  companions;  hut  like  them  it  is  snhtlr 
in  its  handling  of  a  theme  that  is  barely  tolerable  wini: 
treated  in  classical  or  oriental  literature.  It  will  he  wam 
that,  as  in  "La  Fille  anx  Yeux  d'Or."  the  victim  of  this  m'.- 
ond  Grecian  vice  is  not  of  French  birth. 

"Facino  Cane."  like  "Sarrasine."  and  like  the  more  or  le-- 
contemporaneous  "(lambara"  and  "Massiniilla  Doni."  -hens 
plainly  the  influence  that  Italv  and  things  Italian  had  on 
Iialzac's  mind,  especially  after  his  travels  in  that  delightful 
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'111'  .Ntorv  cannot,  however,  be  n'^'iirdi'd  as  a  nia-ster- 
liiuiij::!!  till'  (|t'^rri|itioii  of  tile  hliiid  nuisieian  is  good, 


nil   lii^li   [> 
?s    a    .-inm; 


rai>e  be 


aernrdrd  ■"/.   Marea^,"'  wliich  is 


peii'iii  inai 


ue, 


W 


e    need    no 


1    n 


llSCUs-ri 


-  ijiieer  ulea-  about  iiaiia'>  and  tiie  li.iiuenee  they  have 
ill   uliieh   llicie  I-  an  ( laborale  e^.-ay  in 


llii'll'    heai'er.-,    I 


Ill's  ••!; 


mian    o 


Ainniir. 


We   must,   however,   notice 


llil'laiin 


M.inas  bears  to  tin-  statesinaii   15a!/.ae  would 
■d  tM  !)!■,  and  we  lllll-t  eulll'e>s  lluit   the  .-keteil  'MV('!5  an 


hi    anal\>i>  i 


d'  the  weakne.-s  nf   Louis   I'hilipt 


)e  s  inon- 


,ii!t[  a    I'airh'  areiirati'   iirnpheey  (d"  its  fall.     The  dis- 
1  of  the  bad  etfeets  of  the  repression  of  youthful  genius 


■  r  of  n 


edioerity,  is  ini{)re>sive  and  still  valuable  in  v 


.lOW 


•t  that  ileiii'ioraeies  are  alwavs  suspicious  of  statesmen 


'J    ;n    political   tli 


eorv. 


P 
n   ■■boss-ri'lden"  counlrieri  ant 


i  III  lies 
illiilic, 


the  fate  of  Marcas 


will  be  increasingly  possi 


ble 


■   ruiu  Iii(iiii;j:  ^tory  rallies  ainoii,^'  the  siiort  masterpieces, 

-  an  admirable  composition  with  which  to  take  leave  of 

''"inedy."     It  a[ipea!s  to  the  noblest  (pialities  of  human 

:  '  a-  profoundly  as  docs  '*La  Mcsse  de  TAthcc"  ;  it  has 

:    <<(  the  religious  charm  of  '"Jesus-Christ  en  Flandro." 

.  ji'rhaps,  the  finest  flower  of  Balzac's  loyal  conservati 


sm. 


..,1 


!   I 


s  as  creditable  to  the  race  as  to  him,  that  it  should  have 
ito  immortal  bloom. 
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!'•  !\vi"iii  ihf  irfntlfiiian  wim  Ifaiifil  om-p  tlif  pai'apft  and 


■  Iral.  the  (If-fi'tfil  |ili't.  known  of  oM  as  1 


f    It-rrain. 


I  i  -t  I'f  w  n  w 


nil  ihi'  niiii-of  ihf  Arflil)i>hop'--  palaef.     As 


'r  ilu'i'f  on  -o  many  Miuu'i'-tiVf  ohjfit-.  a-  the  nnml  takes 
jia^l  and  the  prfsful  of  tlio  city  of  Puns,  Koligion  seems 

(1) 


h  « 


II 

i 


THi:  sKA.MV  siDi;  or  histoiiy 


to  have  t'>tiil)li-lt<i|  In  T.-rir  iliiTf  that  >\\v  iiii^'lit  lay  litr  li.ui.;. 

•  Ill  till'  ><priuu-  Mil  Ixdli  >iil(>  dt"  I  lit'  ri\('r,  I'rntii  tlu"  rntiliMur; 
Saint-. \!iiniih-   tu  tli>'    |-',uiii(i,ir;_'  Siiiiii -Miincau. 

Il  1-  I"  Ik-  liMp.  i|  ill, It  llii-f  ,-ulp|inir  liiiniiuiKf-  iiiii\  h'-  '■.,■ 
pll'tnl   liV   lllr  cnll-t  riK  timi  nf  nil    I'![il-i'c)|)al   palarc   in  ;i  (;,,i'i, 
f>t\li'  tn   I'll   till'   [pJiK.-  m|'  tli.'  ini'iiiitiiijic"  liiiili!iiu>  li.at   1;. 
i-tariil  li.'iw.rii  tlir  I-laii'l.  t'lr  liiK'  ir.\r(ulr.  and  the  <,iu,ii  .: 
la    Cit.'. 

'I'lii^  >|'"t,  till'  \crv  htarl  nf  lilil   |*:iri-.  i-  liinonil  arnthii-: 

•  |i'MTli-'l     aliil     Ilii  lall'llnly.  'i'lir     W.llir-    nf    ill..     Srilir    lifi  ;lk 

a;:aiii,-t  iln'  wall  with  ;i  |ni|i|  iini-f.  tlir  < 'athrdral  ihp.ws  i;. 
sliad'ivv  tlirrc  at  >iin-i't.  It  i-  iint  -iraiiL'i'  that  va-t  thoii..'lr, 
sjiinild  liroud  there  in  ;i  lnMin-'ii  k  man.  .\lti-a(led  j..  i!,,in. 
by  an  aecordaiiee  iMtwceii  lii«  nwn  t'eelmu'^  at  tlie  iiiniiient  nij.; 

tllri-f   to   wllicll    "llell   a    Xal'ied    pro-jiMt    ni'.i-t    L'i\e    ri>e.   ih.i  1.,'. 

tcrer  f. ilded  hi-  liami-  over  t!ie  ji:ir.i|iet.  hi-t  in  the  i  wofoM  .  ■•! 
tcniplatinn  of    I'aris  and   <<(   hiiii-elf!      The  v1ih<Iii\v>  ^[iri.iil. 
lijrlits  twinkleil   intii  luiirj-,  and  -till  he  ilid  n.^f   -fir:  rarrira 
on  as  he  wa<  liy  the  Ihnv  nf  a  iiin.)d  of  tliMii^dil.  Iiil'  with  tiie 
future,  and  made  -ultMnn  h\-  the  pa-t. 

At  this  instant  lie  lieanj  tun  |iersi>n<  aftpniarliiiit:.  wlioi^^ 
vnires  had  heen  andihje  on  the  -tone  hrid-e  where  ti;ev  hm! 
rrossed  from  tlie  I-!and  c?  the  Citi''  to  the  <,)uai  de  h'  Tuiir- 
nolle.  The  two  -[leaker-  no  doiiht  helie\ed  thein.-elve-  to  hi' 
nlone,  and  tnlKe.'  >-e-  wha*  I-  -der  than  thev  woiilil  have 
done  in  a  more  freipienteci  plaee.  or  if  ihev  h;id  noti(ed  tlu'- 
propiiHjuity  of  a  stranL'er.  From  the  hridiM'  tlieir  it)n"<  be- 
trayed an  ea^rer  <1i-;eus-ion.  hearinir.  as  it  secmied.  from  a  f''«" 
words  tliat  reaelu'd  the  iiunlnntarv  li-ti'iier,  on  a  loan  of 
money.  As  they  eame  ( lo-er,  one  of  the  .-peakers.  dres>ei|  as 
a  workinir  man,  turned  from  the  other  with  a  posture  of  do- 
ppair.  His  eompaiiion  looke(i  round,  ealle(]  the  man  hack,  aivl 
said  : 

"Vou  have  not  a  sou  to  pay  the  briilire-toll.  Here!"' — nnd 
he  pavo  him  a  eoin — "and  rerrn'mher.  my  friend,  it  i-  ti"'i 
Himself  wlio  speak-  to  us  when  a  jjood  thoiiijhl  oecur-  fe  a-." 

The  last  words  startled  the  dreamer.     The  man  who  speke 
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'ft 


•  ■'  'U'|ii(i()ii  tliiit,  ti>  iiM'  ii  prosfrliiiil  l'\|l^l•-^i<»ll.  In-  was 

;uo  l)ir(l.»  with  o(U'  ftuiic;  thai   he  >|)()ki'  tn  two  iin- 

\  1  natiirr. — a  w<i,kmiin  nt  hi>  wit,-"  riiil,  and  a  soul  with- 

i  ■  •iiii|>:i>- ;  a  virtiui  of  what    I'ainnv 


;ii<l  a  \  !■  I  ilii  of  w  h.it    |-'raiicc  call-  iijiialilv . 


-\\i'v\)  call  I'roj:- 


lU'-i'    \\or( 


Ml!  :|.li'      t'lloiii'li      111      Ihtillx-Ivc 


a(i|Uirt'(j 


.-r.i»!  i'iii' 


from   th''   loiif  of  tlif  .-|i(akir,   wliosr   voice   had   a 


t  iii:ij.'icai  ('harm 


An'  tl 


ii'rc  not  ^iK  h  Voices,  lalm  a 


ml 


lllVcI 


iri''  11.-  II 


kc  a  view  of  tl 


le  i!i-taiit  ocean !' 


•[leaker's  costume  -liowed  him  to  he  a  [;riest.  and  Iuh 
M  the  \\\>\  >.'leain  of  twili;,'ht,  was   [lale,  and  ih^'nified, 


\\'irn. 


Tl 


IC    ML'tl 


iral  of  Saint  Siepi 


t  of  a  prie-t  (omint:  "ut  of  the  <:ran(l 


lell 


I'l  a  dyin;:  man.  persuj 


\'|en 

•d   W 


na  to  carrv  extreme  unc- 


erner. 


the    fl 


imous  trafric 


ol    liernme    a 


Catholic.     'i"he  etre(  i   was  much  the  sa 


mo 


!• 


irisian  wlien 


iw  the  mail  who.  without   intend- 


fi.id  l)roii<,dit  him  con-olation  ;  he  discerned  on  the  dark 


hori/ 


on  m  ti 


fnt 


lire  a  Ioiilt  -treak  of  liirht 


wlieri' 


(•  lilue  o 


f  heaven  wa-  shiiiiiiL'.  iiiid  he  followed  the  path  of 

.  ;is  the  shcfiherdr  of  the  (Jo.-pel   followed  the  voice  that 

'  !'>  them  from  on  hii,di.  "Christ  the  F^ord  is  horn  I" 

'.•■  man  of  healinir  speech  walked  on  under  the  cathedral, 

liv   favor  of   Chanci — which   is   sometimes   eon-istent — 


li-  wav  towards  the  street  from  which  the  loiterer 


had 


md   whither  he  was  returnintr.  led   t! 


lere 


hv  hi*  own 


nn.-Iakes  m 


life. 


vcuntr  niiin  s  nai 


Ch 


Par' 
kept 


•as  (iodefroid.    As  ihi-  narrative 
'd-.  the  reader  will  understand  tlie  reasons  for  irivinir  to 
'or-  in  it  only  their  Chri^^tian  names. 
.\r.!  tliis  is  the  reason  why  (iodefroid.  who  lived  near  the 
i!-'e  d'Antin.  was  linirerini:  at  such  an  hour  under  the 
'  H  of  Xotro-Dame. 

I  "as  the  son  of  a  retail  dealer,  who.  hv  ecnnnniv.  had 
:  -mie  little  fortuu".  and  in  him  centered  all  the  ainhi- 
f  his  parent-,  who  dreamed  of  '^eeinu'  him  a  notarv  in 
.\t  the  early  aije  of  seven  he  had  li"en  <ent  to  .a  school. 
iv  the  Abbe  Liautard,  where  he  was  thrown  together 


I  Hi 
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wiih  the  (■liildrcii  of  (•crtain  ( 


;'lrctc(|    tliiv   otaMl.-liliicllt     lor    tllc    (•(lui:lt 


Ullilio   of  (listillctidli,   \vl;  I  lijif] 


out  (if  attiicliiijcrit 


in   of  t 


to  rcli;:ioll,  wliicli.   iiiidrr  il 


Kiincwliuf  too  nmih  iii':j-|c(  toil  in  ih 


II'  t'llipi  Tor.    W;!- 


At   tliat 

R-llOol-f( 


'-.  or  imiilii 


a,L:c   social    mciinalitics   arc    not    rcco^Miizcd    hct-vi 


1mi! 


in    is-j; 


Godffroiil,  articled  to  a  notarv,  w 


■n   his  -tiiilics  \V(Tc 


I'-    Tlot    slo 


\v  to 


inrc  tliat  ilivid.Ml  him  from  iImwc  with  whom  he  had  hit! 


rlist 

orto   lived  on  t(M-ms  of  intinuu 

While  studyin.ir  the  law.  he  found  himself  lo^t  in  th 
of  yoiintr  men  of  the  citizen  cla.-s.  wlio.  ha 


[lerci'ivc  tliP 


V  cri)U'{l 


ina<le 


fort 


'ii<r  neither  a  r 


( ailv- 


11  n 


thoi 


e  iKrr  herediiiirv  rank,  had  nolhinir  to  look  to  Inu 


r  porsonal  worth  or  |ier<i-t"nt  industry.     The  I 


lo 


pes  hiult 


upon   him  hy  liis   father  and   mother,   wl'io  had   now  retiroil 

from    husine^ 

pride.     His  parents  lived  as  simid\-  as  Dntcli  f 


Simulated    his   conceit    without    ffiviiii:   hit 


mi:  more  than  a  (|uart(T  of  their 
francs;  they  intended  to  d(>vote  tt 


oiks,  not  s[)cnii- 

inc()nie  of  twelve  thouvjiri'] 

leir  savin-rs.  with  half  th.-ir 


oapitai,  to  the  purchase  of  a  connection  for  their  son.  Cmh- 
froid.  reduced  also  to  live  under  the  conditions  of  thi^  d.i- 
nicstie  thrift,  reirarded  them  as  m,  much  out  of  proportion  to 
dn>am-;  and   his  own.  that   he   felt   dishearten...]. 


us  iiarenl- 


In  woak  characters  such  discouraL'einen 
many  other  men.  in  whom  necessitv.  d 


ads  to  envv. 


W! 


sense  were  more  marked  il 
fasf 


ctermination.  and  irn.ii] 
tan  rahmt.  went  straight  and 


y  onward   in  the  path   l.-iid  diuvn   for  modest  amliit 


Codefroid  waxeil  rchelliou^.  lono-ed  t 


in,<:  the  hriirlitest  liL^ht. 


leail- 

ion?. 
o  shine,  insisted  on  fac- 


ani 


1  so  dazzl'd 


Ills  eves. 


^H't  on."  hut   all  his  dfoi'-  end(>d   i 


He  tried  tn 


capacity.     .\t  last. 


n  <lemonslratinir  In-  m- 


clearlv 


bet 
if 


W(^en 


his  d 


[lerceivinLr  too  preat  a  di^crep: 


mcv 


of  social  siiperioritv :  I 


esires  and  Ins  prospects,  he  conceived  a  hatrpii 


le  hec,-iine  a 


Lil 


leral.  a 


nd  tried  t 


himself  famous  by  a  hook:  hut  he  learned,  to  Ids  cost.  t. 


o  inaKt' 


pard    talent 


nmc 


h   as   he   rec-arded    rank.      Kavinc   tried  bv 


turns  the  profession  of  notarv.  the  bar.  and  literature,  h^  iinw 
aimed  at  the  hiphcr  liranch  of  tlie  law. 

At  this  juncture  his  father  died.     His  mother,  content  in 
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her  ':1M 
ii.'."    ulinlf 
t 'a •  1 : 1  \  .    (I 


iiuc  with  two  thousand  fr 


iiK-s  a  vcar,  ''avc 


up  almost 
t'Drtunc   III   his   use.      Po>.-isMir   now.   at   fivc-and- 


tcii  thou-and   fraiicr- 


I    vcar,   he  thovmlit    himst^ 


If 


k!  Ill'  w 


as  SI)  a>  ciJiiiparril  «ith  the  past.     Hitherto  iiis 


i|  hci'ii  a  series  of  aets  with  no  will  liehiml  thei 


II.  or  o 


f 


III  williiii: ;  so. 


to  ki 


■p  [laie  with  the  a<ii 


to  act.  to  bc- 


"  ,.-'ina;i",  he  tried  to  ^ei  into  some  eirele  of  soeiety  by 
"!'  I'.i-   IM'.ney. 

-'    !ie   ii  'I   in   with   joiirnali>in.  which  has  alwavs  a 


,nni    Io|-   .:,n\'   I 


ajiital   that  eoines  in   its  way.     X 


nW!i    ;l    lie'-, 


■r  i>  to  he  a   I 


tiii' M!   ;ind  r-harini:'  ir>  sueei 


n 

nv.  to 

ei'sona^'e ;  it  means  employing 
■<  without  dividinir  ii<  !al<nrs. 


\ 


IS  more  temptim:  to  seeond-rat 


e  men 


than  fliu>  to 


r.-'  !'\  tiif  Itrain-  of  others.  Paris  has  had  a  few  parvenus  of 
ih;-  1}  |>e.  whose  >u(eess  is  a  di>;/race  both  to  the  aj^e  and  to 
liiii-e  who  have  lent  a   liftinu'  shoulder. 

In  'Ills  class  of  society  (lodefroid  was  M)on  cut  out  bv  the 
\!iL'iir  cunnin_i,'-  of  >on'.e  and  the  extrava^^aiice  of  oth(Ts,  by 
til'  nmiiey  of  ambitious  capitalists  or  the  mameuvrintr  of  cdi- 
!••'■-:  then  he  was  drair^ed  into  tlie  di~.-ipations  that  a  literary 
■T  1'  >!il!cal  life  entails,  tiie  habits  of  critics  behind  the  seenos. 


he  amusements  nee 


bv  men  who  work  their  brai 


ns 


Thus  he  fell  into  had  company;  Init  he  there  learned 
rnilicant-lookin.i,f  person,  and  that  he  had 


tliii;  lie  was  an  msi 
■::•  >!!oulder  hiijrher  than  the  other  without  redeemini:  this 
!!i  i  ti'tniation  by  any  distii'iruished  ill-nature  or  wit.  Bad 
niiiDicr-  are  a  form  of  self-)),iym(mt  which  actors  snatch  by 
i-!^'i„'  the  truth. 

>"!■!.  badly  made,  devoid  of  wit  or  of  anv  stronjr  lient,  all 
Hi-iMi  d  at  an  end  for  a  yoitnir  man  at  a  time  wIkmi  for  >;uc- 
ri—  in  anv  career  the  hi'diest  L'ifts  of  mind  are  as  nothing 
wii   ..i;i   hick,  or  tlie  tenacity  wdiich  command.^  luck. 

liie  resolution  of  ls:><i  poured  oil  on  (iodcd'roid"s  wounds; 
i!'-  f'lUiid  the  eourap'  of  hope,  wbicii  is  as  peod  as  that  of  de- 
']■:!  '.'.     Like  many  another  obscure  journalist,  he  jrot  an  ap- 


|i"'iiiiictit  where  In 


s   Lii 


)eral   ideas,  at   \os 


/erheads  wit!)  the 


nil-  o 


f  a  new!y-e>tablislicd   power,  made  him  but  a  re- 


6 
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frnftorv  in-t  niiiiriii.     \' rcil  .mlv  with  Lihoralisni.  lif  did 

not  ktiow.  as  >u[)ciinr  mrii  ilid.  Imw  to  imM  his  own.  To  olipv 
tlif  Miiii-trv  wa-  to  liiiii  lo  MiriTiviri-  his  opinion^.  Ani]  the 
(Jovornniciit  ii-elf  mchmmI  in  him  fal-c  to  the  laws  th.at  had 
fz'wi'n   rise  to   it.     (loddVo!!!   iliMlarcil   in   favor  of  riiorinipnt 

when  v.hat   \va-  n Iim!   \v;i-  t.'ii.icity  :  he  canio  hack  to  I';iri> 

almost  poor,  hut  I'ailhrul  to  the  iloctrin.'-  of  the  opposition. 

.Maniinl  h\-  th''  lici'ntiou-iii'-:-;  iif  the  pn--?.  and  yet  umro 
])}■  the  audacilv  of  the  n'piil)lican  (lartv.  he  souL'ht  in  rctirc- 
inciit  the  only  life  sniti'd  to  a  liriiii:  of  incomplcto  faciihie?, 
devoid  of  such  fofcr  as  mii;ht  defy  the  rouiih  joltin,?  of  politi- 
cal life,  weary  too  of  rep<atril  failures,  nf  sufferinif  and  strii^- 
jrles  which  had  won  him  no  L^dory :  and  friendless.  hocnuN' 
friendship  need<  con-pieiiou.^  qualities  or  defects,  while  png- 
possinir  fcHdintr-  t!iat  were  -entimontal  rather  than  dcpp. 
Was  it  not.  in  fart,  the  onlv  prospect  open  to  a  yonni:  man 
■who  had  already  he-n  -evcnd  limes  dii^ated  hy  ploasnre,  and 
who  had  i:rown  preinatn ndy  old  from  friction  in  a  .social  rir- 
cdo  that  never  rests  nor  lets  other~  n'-|  ? 

His  inotlier.  who  wa-  ipiietly  dyin'_r  in  the  peaceful  villafre 
of  Autenil.  sent  to  her  son  to  cotik^  to  her.  as  much  for  tlic 
sak'o  of  havint:  him  with  her  as  tr,  -:tart  hin)  in  the  road  where 
he  niiLdit  find  the  calm  and  -imple  happiness  that  ix^fit-;  such 
PC  's.  S!ie  had  at  last  taken  (iodefroidV  measure  wlien  Av 
i^;\\v  that  at  eitrlil-and-twenty  he  had  reduced  his  whol^  for- 
tune to  four  thou-and  francs  a  year:  his  de-ires  hlunted.  his 
fancied  t;dent>  extinct.  !iis  cneriiy  nullified,  hi?  anihiticn 
crush(>d,  and  his  hatre(l  for  ev(>rv  one  who  rose  bv  legitimat*:^ 
eiTort   increased   hy   his   many   disappointments. 

She  tried  to  arranL^e  a  marriatro  for  (iodefroid  with  tlic  nnlv 
daujjhrer  of  a  n'tired  merchant,  thinking  that  a  wife  niiL'ht 
be  a  guardian  to  his  distressful  mind,  but  the  old  father 
brought  the  mercenary  spirit  that  abides  in  those  who  havi' 
been  engageil  in  trade  to  hear  on  the  question  of  settlements. 
At  the  end  of  a  year  of  attentions  and  intimacy.  Godefroiil'? 
suit  was  rejected.  In  the  firsi  place,  in  the  opinion  of  these 
case-hardened  traders,  the  vounsr  man  must  necessarily  have 
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:1  a  (leep-dvfd   inur.orality   from  liis   fMi-intT  pursuits; 

i'U.  I'veu  (luriiiLi  this  })a-t  year,  ln'  had  ilrawn  u|"in  liis 

hiith  to  ilazzh'  the  pamit-  and  to  aliiait   thi'  <lauLrh- 


uot  uuparddiialilc  vanity  L'avc  th"  hni-^hinLT  tnuch; 


fini 


illillV 


had  a  hormr  of  unthrifl 


am 


thi'ir  n 


fu-al 


was 


iicii    thi'y   licard    tiial    (iodct'i'iiid    had    ^acriiiri'd    in   six 
I  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  fraui-,-  of  his  (      iiah 
hhiw   f(dl  all   till'  harder  on   hi<  aihin^'  heart   heeausc 

Still,  und-r  his  mother's 
■t  of  his  addresses 


:ri  was  not  ai  all  ''ooddooknn 


lU-c 


iodefroid  had  credited  tln'  ohjei 
th 


a  sterlm;,'  eharaeter  and   the  superior  advantaL'f 


if 


jud^Miient:  ho  was  aeeiistomeil  to  lier  faee,  he  ii 


ad  stud- 


it-  "xpres; 
.  and  look 


■]on. 


lik 


Tl 


lU? 


ed    the    yoiiii'^^    lady 
ifter  stakiiiLT  the  last  h 


Voice,  nian- 


ipe 


.f  1 


ii> 


fo 


i^  attachment,  he  felt  the  hil(en'^t   de-pair. 

■   motlier  dying,   he    found    him>elf — he   whose   require- 


ad   ahvavs   followed    the   tide   of   fashion — with 


five 


md 


francs  for  his  whole  fortune,  and  th<>  eertaintv  o 


f 


'lelllLT 
'h 


le  to  ri'pair  anv 


fut 


lire  |o<s.  >inee  he  saw  liini- 


!  iiiiaiialile  o 


.f  t: 


le  eneriry  which  is  imperatively  demanded 


fur  'iio  j:rim  task  of  indkiiif)  n  forhoif 


It   a   man  whi»   is  wi'a 


k. 


airirnevec 


irntahk'  cannot 


it  to  bf  oxtinjiuished  at  a  Mow. 


WhiK 


4il 


in  mourn- 


Hodofroid  wandered  tl 


irouuMi 


V 


;ri- 


m   scare 


)i   of  s. 


omo- 


l:  to  "turn  up' 


he  d 


ined  in  puhlic  rooms,  he  rashly  intro- 


himself  to  strangers,  he  minirled  in  >oci(>ty,  and  met 
othinjr  but  opportunities  for  expenditure.  .\s  ho  wan- 
liiout  the  TJoulevards,  he  was  so  miserable  that  tlio  sifjlit 
iithor  with  a  younfj  (hiutrhter  to  niarrv  pave  him  as  keen 
pill!.'  as  tliat  of  a  younff  man  gointr  on  horseback  to  tlu^  Rois, 

ir  of  an  oHicial  witli  a  rib- 
told 


f 


!'iirri'»ii  in  a  smart  carriaire 


■n  111! 


butt 


on  nolo. 


Th( 


.f 


en^e  ot  111-  own  i 


nad 


eiiuaev 


at  ho  couir,  not  pretend  even  to  th(^  more  re-pectable  of 


ass  positions,  nor 


to  tl 


e  en 


^ie<^t   f 


orm  o 


f 


irk. 


no 


had 


l.t!(>U 


irh  to  bewail 


spirit  enou 


rh  t( 


nini-( 


■If 


in 


iii.l 


con-tantly  vexed,  and  sense 
or  self-acoiisation. 


I"iapable  of  contending  with  life,  conscious  of  certain  su- 
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poridi- ;:ifts.  liiu  (Icvcid  of  tlif  will  thai  l.rinLT.-  tlicni  ii  :  .  p!av. 
foclin;:  liiiiiM'lf  incdiiipli'Ic.  '■■'mil:  force  to  uiid'Tlakc  iiiiv 
^Toat   Work,   or  to   resist    tli  aptat  ion-   of  those  ta>tc-  ho 

]iM(l  ac(|iiir(il  from  ciliicatii  r  r- 'klc-.-ncss  in  his  pa-t  lifp, 
lie  was  a  vi.iim  to  thriv  maladii  -.  any  our  of  tlicin  cnMii^r!, 
to  tlisgii-t  a  man  with  life  w)i.!i  he  has  ceased  to  exerei-e  his 
iidi^MoiH  fail!:.  Iiideei],  (Jodefroid  wore  the  ('\-pre>-ioii  so 
foimiioii  !!ow  ai!io!i:r  juiu,  tliat  it  lia<  Iji.  nine  tlie  Pari-iar, 
tyjie:  it  liear>  the  stamp  of  disajipointed  or  smothered  ainhi- 
tions.  of  meiita)  distress,  of  hatred  InHed  Itv  tlie  apathv  of  a 
life  amply  lillecl  up  hy  the  superficial  and  daily  spectacle  -if 
Paris,  of  sal  let  \  s- <  kiiiL"-  -titnulants.  of  repininur  witiiout  tal- 
ent, of  the  affectation  of  force  ;  the  venom  of  jiast  faihiro  which 
makes  a  man  smile  at  scoirmir.  and  scorn  all  that  is  clevjitiiiir. 
ini>prizi'  the  nio>t  necessary  authorities,  onjoy  their  dileninias. 
and  disdain  all  social  forms. 

This  Parisian  disease  is  to  the  active  and  persistent  coali- 
tion of  eiierjxetie  malcontents  what  the  soft  wood  is  to  tlie  sap 
of  a  tree:  it  preserves  jt,  covers  it,  and  hides  it. 


Weary  of  himself,  (iinlefroid  orii'  morninLT  resolved  to  ^rivo 
hinis(>If  som.'  -eason  for  living:,  lie  had  met  a  former  scliool- 
fellow,  who  had  proved  to  he  the  tortoise  of  the  fable  while 
lie  himself  had  ln'cn  the  hare.  In  th(>  course  of  such  a  con- 
versation as  is  natural  to  ohl  companions  while  walkini:  in 
llie  sunshine  on  the  Boulevard  <h'~^  Italiens,  he  was  amazed 
to  find  that  succe-s  had  attended  this  man,  who,  apparently 
far  less  rrifted  than  hims<df  with  talent  and  fortune,  had  sim- 
ply resolved  each  day  tri  do  as  he  had  resolvc'd  the  dav  before. 
The  brain-sick  n^an  (U't(Tinined  to  imitate  this  simplicity  of 
purpose. 

"Life  in  the  world  is  like  the  earth,"  his  friend  had  said; 
*'it  yifdds  in  proportion  to  mir  labors." 

Uodefroid  was  in  debt.  A-  hi-  first  penance,  his  first  <lutv. 
he  requireil  himself  to  live  in  seclusion  and  pav  his  debts  out 
of  his  incom(\  For  a  man  who  was  in  the  habit  of  spenditiiT 
six  thousand  francs  wluni  he  luid  the,  it  was  no  light  thins:  to 
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rli.d'  lii.-  t'XpL'iit^fs  to  two  tliou.-.iiid  riaiic.-.  He  rrail  l\w  ad- 
•  •  -riiicnl-^hcfts  fVL'i'v  miiniii);:,  lioiniii:  to  iiiul  a  plan'  of 
;.  iij.T  wiicrc  III'  mi^dii  live  on  a  lixcd  >uiii.  and  where  lie  inif^dil 
,!!i  \  ilie  Hflilude  iieee.-^arv  lo  a  man  who  wanted  to  .-tiidy 
,.iii:  I  \aiiiine  hiinselt',  and  dl^eeI■^  a  vocation.  'I'lie  manners 
;;:;:!  i  ii-ii>ms  of  the  lioardiii^'-hoiiM'S  in  the  (^Miartier  Latin 
«,  •  all  oU'eiiee  to  his  ta>te;  a  private  asylum,  he  thoii^'ht, 
v.. ,<:]']  he  unhealthy;  and  he  was  fast  <lriftinfr  iiack  into  the 
III!  ;l  uiKcrtainty  of  a  will-less  man,  when  the  foUowing  adver- 
t:-.inent  eaujrht  his  eye: 

■■^inall  apartments,  at  seventy  francs  a  month;  )iiit:l:t  suit  a  clerk 
in  ricr-  (iw'wt  liaMts  fX]H(te(l.  Hoard  iiKluded;  and  the  rooms 
w.n  !■!■  incxiM'nsively  furnished  mi  mutual  aj,'reciiieiit.  In(iuire  of 
M    MiUit.  L'rocer,  Rue  CluuuiiiU'sse,  hy  Not  re-Dame,  for  all  further 

;.;!r!;.'u!ars." 


Atwaeted  by  tlio  artless  style  of  this  paraixraph,  and  tlie 

..;  '.I  (if  simplicity  it  sei'iiied  to  hear.  (Jodefroid  jiresented 
!:i-'lf  at  the  (.Tocer's  shop  at  ahout  four  in  the  afternoon, 
;'  'Aas  told  tliat  at  that  hour  Madame  de  la  Chanterie  was 


and  could  see  no  oiU'  at  meal-times. 


he  la( 


:lv  would  be 


in  the  evenin,ir  after  -even,  or  between  ten  and  twelve 
talked.  Monsieur  Millet  took  stock 
led  to  put  him  throuuh  his  first  ex- 


morn  mt 


ieMlelriUd 


and 


While  hi 
nroeeei 


:i!;'   ';:ll  loll 


— "\Va. 


monsieur  sinirle 


M 


idame   \vi 


shed   for   a 


V  o 


f  reirular  habits.     The  house  was  locked  up  by  eleven 


•\Vi 


said  he  in  conclusion,  "vou  seem  to  me.  monsieur. 


views. 


sked  (ioflefroid. 


i-  of  an  age  to  suit  Madame  de  la  Chanterie 
'U'hat  ap_'  do  yon  sup})ose  I  am; 
'Somewhere  about  forty."  replied  the  grocer. 
Tins  plain  answer  cast  (lodefroid  into  the  depths  of  misan- 
'  I'V  and  dejection.     He  went  to  dine  on  the  <.)uai  de  la 
ritelle.  and  returned  to  pize  at   Xotre-Dame  just  as  the 
-   if  the  setting  sun  were  rippling  and  breaking  in  wavelets 


butt 


resses  o 


f  t 


le  i:reat   nave 


Th 


]u;iv  was  a 


Ireadx 


while  the  towers  still  glittered  in  the  glow,  and 


1^ 
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tlie  contnist  stru.k  (lodrfroid  as  lie  tn.-ti-d  all  the  hittornesj 
which  tile  •^v(H-i-v'<  ln'iitiil  simplicity  jiad  stirred  within  liim. 

Thus  the  _V(Miiiu'  man  was  ox-illaliiiL'  licluivn  the  whi^p.-.r- 
ings  of  d('>i)Mir  and  the  a[)|ii'aliii,tr  tunes  of  rdimdiis  hannonv 
arouscil  in  his  nniid  hy  the  catlicilral  hell-,  when,  in  the  ilark- 
noss,  iiiid  silence,  and  calm  in(i()n>hine.  the  jtriest's  ^perch 
fell  (»ii  hi<  ear.  Tlinui;!)  far  from  devdiit — like  most  iiieii  of 
the  century — his  feeling's  wer<'  touched  hv  these  \vi>rds.  :ivA 
he  wi'nt  hai  k  to  the  Hue  Chanoiiies>e.  where  he  hatl  hut  ju?t 
decided  not   to  ;:o. 

The  priest  and  (Joilefroid  were  ('([ually  surprised  on  turn- 
ing into  the  Rue  Mas>illon.  opposite  the  north  door  of  thi' 
cathedral,  at  the  >pot  uhei'e  it  end-  hy  the  line  de  la  fojoinbp, 
and  is  calleii  Hue  de-  Marmousets.  When  (iodefroid  st'ip[it'il 
under  the  arched  doorway  (jf  tlu'  hou>(>  where  ^Fadaine  de  la 
Chanterie  lived,  the  prie>t  luriied  round  to  e.\amin(>  hini  !iv 
the  lijrht  of  a  lian^ini:  oil-lamp,  which  will,  vorv  likclv,  !)!■ 
one  of  tlio  last  to  disappear  in  the  heart  of  old  Paris. 

"Do  you  wish  to  .-^ee  ?>Iadame  de  la  Chanterie.  monsieur?'' 
asked  the  priest. 

"Yos,''  replied  (^lodefroid.  "The  words  I  have  just  heanl 
you  utter  to  that  workman  prove  to  nu-  that  this  hou.'^e.  if  \m 
dwell  in  it,  mu<t  he  ,<ro<  1  for  the  soid."' 

"Then  you  witnessed  my  failure."  said  the  priest,  liftin? 
the  knocker,  "I'or  1  did  not  suceeed." 

"It  seems  to  me  that  it  was  the  workman  who  failed,  lie 
had  heir^ed  sturdily  eiiou.irh    for  monev." 

"Alas!"  said  the  priest,  "one  of  the  .<ireate:-t  misfortune  - 
attending;  revolutions  in  France  is  that  each,  in  its  turn,  e!'- 
fers  a  fresh  premium  to  the  amhitions  of  tlie  lower  rlasse-. 
To  rise  ahove  his  status  and  make  a  fortune,  which,  in  thr->' 
days,  is  considered  the  .social  fruarantee.  th(>  worknum  tlimw- 
liimself  into  monstrous  plots,  which,  if  tlu^y  fail,  must  lirin_' 
those  who  dahl)le  in  them  hefore  the  har  of  human  ju.-tice. 
This  is  what  pood-nature  sometimes  ends  in." 

The  jmrter  now  opened  a  heavy  gate,  and  the  priest  said  tn 
Godefroid : 
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•'Tlitii  you  have  cnnio  alwut  tli<'  rooms  to  I-'t  ?" 

"V  •«,  monsieur." 

T'"'  priest  and  (Jodefroid  thon  crossed  a  fairlv  wide  eourt- 
V  ■  !.  Keyond  wliieh  stood  the  l)laek  mass  of  a  talMion-e. 
tl:i!ikr,|  l,y  a  s(|uare  tower  even  hiirlier  than  the  roof,  and  aniaz- 
ir-!v  nld.  Those  wlio  know  tlie  history  of  Paris  are  aware  that 
t  ■  "M  soil  has  risen  so  much  round  the  cathedral,  that  tliere 
-  ::ot  a  trace  to  he  ^oen  of  tlio  twelve  steps  which  ori^nnally 
!••!  ip  to  it.  Hence  what  was  the  grourd  fl..or  of  this  house 
:;  -■  now  form  the  cellars.  There  is  a  short  fli.i:ht  of  outer 
-:  I  -  to  the  door  of  the  tower,  and  inside  it  an  ancient  I'^v 
-T-  <airs,  windinir  in  a  spiral  round  a  ni'wcll  carved  to  imi- 
•  ■■  a  vine-stock.  This  style,  re^emhlini:  that  of  the  I.ouis 
\il  .-lairoases  at  Blois,  dat"s  as  far  hack  as  the  fourteenth 
I  'iii'.iry. 

Struik  hy  these  various  siirns  of  anticiuity,  (Jodefroid  could 
:.     !i'  Ip  exclaiming: 

■  Tills   tower   was  not  huilt   yesterdav  !" 

•It   is  said  to  have  withstood  the  attacks  of  the  Xorinans 

'  '  to  have  fornuMl  part   of  a  jirinieval  |)alac(>  of  th(>  kintrs 

i'aris;  hut  accordinj;  to  more  prohahle  traditions,  it  was 

'      r.-idence  of   Fulhert,  the  famous  Canon,  and  the  uncle 

•■   Mcloise." 

A-  lie  spoke  the  priest  opened  the  door  of  the  apartment. 
'.'•i  '  ii  <eemed  to  be  the  irround  floor,  and  which,  in  fact,  is 
"  ".  I'Ut  just  above  the  prount]  of  both  the  outer  and  the  inner 
..  :;-vard — for  there  is  a  snuill  second  court. 

h;  the  first  room  a  .'^ervant  sat  knittin?  by  the  liirht  of  a 
~:  'I  lamp:  she  wore  a  cap  devoid  of  anv  ornament  but  its 
-•rMlVred  cambric  frill ..  She  stuck  one  of  the  needles  throiidi 
'  •  "  'i.iir.  but  did  not  lay  down  her  knittiuir  as  she  rose  to  open 
•:  '!"or  of  a  drawin;:-room  looking  out  on  the  inner  court. 
I  room  was  lighted  up.  The  woman's  dres.s  suggested  to 
''    ''f'roid  that  of  some  (^,rav  .Sister. 

"\r;idanic.  T  have  found  you  a  tenant."  said  the  priest. 
; :  nng  in  ({odefroid.  who  saw  in  the  room  three  men,  sitting 
n  .vinchairs  near  Madame  de  la  Chanterie. 
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'rilc   tliri'C  ^'I'lillclncll    ro.-c  ;    the    lili.-tri'ss  nf   tlic   )l()ll<c  ;il>o; 

1111(1  when  till'  [iiir-t  li.iil  |)ii>lifil  fnruiird  a  chair  for  the 
sitranj^cr.  iimi  he  hml  ^at  ilnwii  in  ohrilii'iicc  to  a  si^ni  (mm 
JIaihuiic  i!f  h-i  Chaiitcric  ami  an  ohl-fasliiDiiiMJ  huhlinir  I"  ■'!'»■ 
seated,"  the  i'arisiaii  felt  as  if  lir  were  far  iiidi'cil  from  I'.iris, 
in  remote  lirittany,  or  tlif  hackwoods  of  ('  nada. 

There  arc,  perhaps,  dc;;rccs  of  silcii('(>.  ilodefroid.  struck 
already  iiy  tlic  tran(|uillity  of  the  Hue  Massillon  and  I!ii.' 
Chanoiiicssc,  where  a  vehicle  ])a>ses  perliaps  twice  in  a  month, 
struck  too  I'v  the  ;-tillne,-s  of  the  courtyard  ami  tlie  tuwiT, 
may  liavc  felt  him>elf  at  the  vcrv  heart  of  silenee.  in  this 
drawintr-room.  hidu'cd  round  hy  so  many  old  streets,  old  court- 
yards, and  old  wiills. 

This  part  of  the  Idand,  called  the  Cloister,  preservev  th.' 
character  common  to  all  cloi-ters:  it  is  damji,  and  cold,  aivl 
jiionastic;  silence  reiirns  there  unl)roken.  even  during:  the 
noisiest  hours  of  the  day.  It  mav  al-o  he  remarked  that  thi'; 
part  of  the  Cite,  lyini:  lietweeii  the  hody  of  the  Cathedral  atvl 
the  river,  is  to  the  north  and  under  the  shadow  of  Xetrc- 
Pame.  The  ea>t  wind  loses  itself  there,  uncheckeil  liv  ,inv 
obstacle,  and  the  foL's  frotii  the  ,'^cine  are  to  some  extern  .n- 
trapped  hy  the  hlacki'iied  walls  of  the  anci(>nt  metropolitan 
church. 

So  no  one  will  he  surpri>ed  at  the  feelin.^'  that  came  over 
Godefroid  on  lindiiii:  hiiu>t'lf  in  this  ancient  ahode.  and  in 
the  presence  of  four  persons  ns  silent  and  as  s(denin  as  everv- 
thin<r  around  them.  He  did  not  look  at)out  him  ;  his  curi">itv 
centered  in  Madame  de  la  Chanterie,  whose  name  oven  had  al- 
readv  puzxled   him. 

This  lady  was  evidently  a  survival  from  another  century, 
not  to  say  another  world.  Slie  had  ,i  ratln'r  sweet  face,  with 
a  soft,  coldly-  ohu'ed  complexion,  an  a(piiline  nose,  a  heni;.'n 
hrow.  ha/el  eye<.  and  a  double  chin,  the  whole  framed  in  curl- 
of  silver  hair.  Her  dres-^  could  onlv  \n-  de.sc-ribed  hv  the  eld 
name  of  fourrnin  (liti>ral!y,  a  sheath,  a  tifrhtly-fittinLT  dre--), 
so  litcr.-illy  was  she  cased  in  it,  in  tlie  fashion  of  the  eiiihteenth 
century.     The  material — silk  (if  earniclite  gray,  finely  and 
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•  !v  striped  witli  irrccn— sci'innl  to  li;i\c  (•..me  down  from 
-.line  (late;  tli;'  IkkIv.  cut  low.  was  liiddcii  under  a  man- 
i  of  rietier  silk.  tloiiiKcd  with  hlaek  lace,  and   fastened  at 


•-on:   with  a  1 


in  lihick  velv(  t  I>ools,  rested 


ii-noch  contaiinn;;  a  miniature,     il.r  feet. 


)n  a  little  stool.     Madame  dt 


I   ii;i 


titcrie.  like  her  maiil-servant. 


wa- 


knitt 


nittinj:  stockin' 


u<i  pill  stuck  t!irou;:li  her  waviii'^  hair  under 


i(r  cap. 


you   seen    Monsieur  :\Ii]let?""   she  asked   Codefroid 
ad  voice  peculiar  to  dowairers  of  the  Fanl)nuri:  Saint- 


iin. 


is  if  to  invite  him  to  speak,  .seeing'  that  he  was  al- 


ihundorstruck 


Vis,  mad, 


imo. 


•1 


:ini 


afraid  the  rooms  will  liardlv  suit 


vou. 


te  went  on. 


-  r\injr  that  her  profxwcd  tenant  was  dressed  with  clearance 
'  "I lies  that  wore  new  and  smart. 

i.-defroid.  in  fact,  was  wearinjr  patent  leather  hoots,  vcl- 
w   -doves,  handsome  shirt-studs,  and    a    neat    watch    c| 
I--'  1    throu<rh    the    hultonli 
r  .'L'cd  with  hlue. 
M.idame  dc  la  C'hanierie  took 


"le    nt    a    liiacl 


ilk 


lain 
waistcoat 


■ket  ,'nd  hlew  it.     Tl 


a  small  silver  whistle  out  of 


■.Manon.  child. 


le  woman  servant  came  m. 


how  this  "entleman  the  ro 


Olllf' 


ar   friend,  accompany   him?"   shi^   said    to   t 


vou. 


-\'  i  if  hv  anv  chance  the  rot 


Will 

le   priest. 


>ms  should  suit  voii. 


r-  r;_'.  ii 


nd   lookintr  at   (Jodid'roid.  "we   will   ;ift 


le  a<lded. 
erwards   dis- 


fhe  terms. 

"iefroid  bowed  and  went  out.     Tr(^ 


I'linch  of  keys  which  Manon  took  out 

'■r  Ii</ht  a  candle  in  a  Iar<re  hrass  candlesti( 

:  !ion  led   the  way  without 

ii  hinisfdf  on  the  stairs  a< 


hi'ard  th(>  iron  rattU 
of  a  drawer,  and 


'iibted   tho  reality  of  thinjzs;   h'e  felt   d 


-peakin<:  a   wonl.     When   he 
per  floors. 


ain,  climhinsx  to  the  ui 


ind  saw  the  whole  world  of  fant; 


reaminix  thuiph 


istic  nuiiance  snch  as 


■IH 


d  n  nd  of  in  his  hours  of  idleness 
d  here,  as  he  was.  out  of  the  modern  citv  with  its  luv- 


And 


anv 


arisian 


liriuus  houses  and  furniture,  its  s\ 


ittcrinjx  restaurants  and 


f 
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theatres,  and  all  thr-  -tirnii;,'  li.jirt  nf  I'an-.  would  have  f.jt 
as  1k'  (lid.  Tilt'  siri;,'Ic  caiidlc  i  arrn  d  hy  the  servant  lifzhtc] 
tlic  winding,'  stair  but  dimly;  spiders  had  hun^'  it  with  th.ir 
dusty  wel>-. 

Mannii's  dress  consisted  of  a  skirt  hroadly  pleated  and  mail.' 
of  eoar.M  Woolen  srulF;  the  hodice  was  cut  stpnire  at  the  tick, 
behind  and  bid'ore,  and  all  her  elothes  seemed  to  move  in  a 
pi'ce.  Ilavin;,'  reached  the  >econd  lloor,  whieh  had  been  th,. 
third,  Marion  .-to])p(>d.  turned  the  spring,'-  of  an  aiitiipie  jork, 
and  opened  door  paintetl  in  coarse  imitation  of  knotted  ni.i- 
liopuiy, 

"There  I"  said  she,  leading'  the  way. 

Who  had  lived  in  thoe  rooms?  .\  niis.T.  an  artist  wh'. 
had  flied  of  want,  a  cynic  inditTerent  to  the  world,  or  a  pimw 
man  who  was  alien  to  it!'  Any  one  of  the  four  sopmed  piw- 
sible,  as  the  visitor  smelt  the  very  odor  of  povert'-.  saw  'hi' 
,u'rea-y  .-tains  on  wall-papers  covered  with  a  layer  of  ■]w\.t. 
the  blackened  coilinps,  the  windows  with  their  small  dii-tv 
panes,  the  brown-tiled  floor,  the  wainscot  sticky  with  a  'i.- 
posit  of  foi;.  .\  .lamp  chill  came  down  tlie  fireplac(>s,  f,nv,| 
with  carved  stonework  that  had  iieen  [lainted.  and  with  ii,lr- 
rors  framed  in  the  seventeenth  century.  The  rooms  w.-r^'  ;it 
the  an;,'le  of  a  square,  as  the  house  stood,  enclosinj:  the  ininT 
courtyard,  but  tliis  (]odefroid  could  not  see.  as  it  was  dark. 

''Who  u.-ed  to  live  here?"  Codefroid  asked  of  the  prie-t 

'•A  Councillor  to  the  i'arlement.  Madame"s  ^M-aud-'inde.  a 
Monsieur  de  Roi-frelon.  He  had  been  <piite  childish  cvor 
since  the  lievohition.  and  died  in  IS.'i'i  at  the  aire  of  ninetv- 
-i\:  Mada..ie  (ould  not  bear  the  idea  of  seeini:  a  straiiLTiT  in 
the  rooms  .so  soon;  still,  she  cannot  endure  the  loss  of 
rent     .     .     ." 

■■nh.  and  Madame  will  have  the  place  denned  and  fur- 
nished, to  be  all  monsieur  could  wish,"  added  ^lanon. 

"It  will  oidy  depend  on  how  you  wish  to  arranire  the  rooms." 
said  the  priest.  "They  can  lie  made  into  a  nii'c  sittincr-rooin 
and  a  larpe  bedrootn  and  dressinj.'-room.  and  the  two  siiiall 
rooms  round  the  corner  are  large  enough  for  a  spacious  study. 
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iiiriont  taiicstrv  carpot  that  \va<  too  small  t 
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the  ejisy-chairs  were  of  wood  pninti'd  white,  with  tapestrv 


.\    sliahln-   clock,   standing,'   hetwccn   two   frilt 
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-ti'ks.  adorned  the  chimnoy-shelf.     An  old  table  with  st 
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-tood  by  Madame  de  la   rhantorie.  and  on   it 
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I'lil-  of  wool  in  a  wicker  l)askct.     A  clockwork  lamp  tl 


irow 


It  on  tho  picture. 

three  men.  sitting'  a.«  ri<:id.  motionless.  an<1  specchlc«s 


1I17CS.  had.  like  ]\Tadami>  de  la  Thanti 


rie.  evidentiv  coa?od 
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on  hearinir  the  stranjror  mttirn.     Their  f; 


0  room,  the  lumse. 


r'.'ctly  cold  and  reserved,  as  befitted  th 
'^  "he  nei^'hhorhood. 
M  idamo  do  la  Chantorio  a<rreod  that  (^odefroid'.s  ol 


H'c^  wore 


iserva- 


wcre  jnst.  and  .said  that  she  had  postponed  doinir  any- 
:::  till  she  was  informed  of  the  intentions  of  her  lodiror.  or 

irer  could  conform  to  tho 
om — but  their 


T  of  her  boarder:  for  if  the  lodir 


«■.  ,<    \V( 


'f  tho  honsehold.  he  wa.-  to  board  with  th 

re  so  unlike  those  of  Paris  life!     Tlorc.  in  the  T?u(> 


'noincsse,  they  kept  country  hours;  every  one.  a«  a  rule. 
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li.id  to  ill'  III  li\  irii  at  iiil;1iI  ;  iiniM'  \v:i-  iiiit  to  1)1'  cniliiricl; 
iicilliir  uiiip'  II  iiiii'  .  iiililriii  wvrr  aihiiittiil,  so  fliat  tlifir  r. ;.'. 
ul;ir  lijiliil>  miL'hl  nut  In'  inliTftTcd  with.  Nn  one,  pcrliii]!-, 
lint  ;i  [irii-i  (  nuld  ;i;:fi'c  to  >ui  li  a  rnlc.  At  :in\  rate,  MiKi.iiU'' 
(|i>  la  ( 'lianlii'ic  wi-linl  fur  snnif  <>ni'  wlm  liknl  plain  living' 
iiiiil  li:i(!  i'<w  ni|iiirfnn'iit> ;  .-In'  rmiM  only  alford  tlir  nm^t 
nf(('.--aiv  riirniiiiri'  in  tlir  riHims.  Mnnsicur  .Main  was  -niis- 
fitd.  Iiii\\,\t  r-  and  .»lir  Imwcd  \i,  (uir  (»f  the  ^.'iMtJcnicn  aii'l 
sill'  wniild  di>  till'  -anil'  I'nr  tlu'  ]\'\v  lndL-'iT  a^   fur  the  uld 

"Hut,"  -aid  till'  [iiir.-t,  "I  du  nut  think  that  iiiun.-iiur  i- 
qiiiti'  inrliiiid  to  ciinu'  and  juin  u-  m  uur  convriit." 

'"Indri'd;  wli\-  nut'"  s.aid  Mnii-inir  ,\!ain.  "W'r  an'  all 
(luitr  ciintcnt.  and  wr  all  ^'<'t  uii  \    ry  well."' 

'"Madanu'."  -aid  <  Inilcfruid,  ri-iiiLr.  "I  will  Iiavc  thf  hiini>r 
uf  ralliri;.'  nn   ndh  a^'aiii  tu-niurniu'." 

Thuiiudi  lie  wa.s  hut  a  younir  man.  tlir  four  uhl  jjontlcmfn 
and  Madame  dc  la  Chatitcrii'  <tou.  up.  and  tin  priest  escorto'l 
him  to  the  miter  step-,  .\  wlii-th  ^-ounded.  and  at  the  -iL'tiiil 
the  jinrter  appeared,  lantern  in  hand,  to  luu  luet  tiodi'froir] 
tu  the  st''ei't  :  then  he  clu-cd  the  \e|Iow  LMte.  as  heavy  a-  tiiiit 
of  a  prison,  and  eoNcred  with  arahesfpie  iroiiv.ork,  so  eld  that 
it  wniihl  he  hard  to  deti'rmine  it-  date. 

Wln-n  (Jodrt'roid  foinid  himself  sittinir  in  a  haeknev  cah 
and  hi  !n'_r  carried  to  the  livim:  reirions  of  Paris,  where  iiirht 
ami  warmih  reiLMird.  all  In'  had  jnst  -een  sei'iiied  like  a  dr''.'nn: 
and  as  he  walked  almit:  tin'  I'mulevard  des  Italien-.  hi-  ini' 
pression<  alreadv  seemed  as  remote  as  a  memory.  He  i  ould 
not   help   -ayintr  to  himself: 

"Shall   I   find  those  jieople  there  to-morrow.  I  wonder'''" 


i)n  the  fnllowinir  day.  when  he  woke  in  the  mid?t  -"f  th'-^ 
eleL'anee  of  modern  luxury  and  tlie  refinement.s  of  EiiL'Iish 
eomfiirt.  ( J.idefroid  r 'r'alled  all  th(>  details  of  his  visit  to  th'' 
('loi"^ter  uf  N'utre-I>ame.  and  enmi'  to  some  eonolusions  in  'li-^ 
miiiil  as  to  the  thiiiL's  he  had  -;eeTi  there.  Th(>  three  ijentli'- 
meii.  wliosi'  a]ipparanee,  attitude,  and  silenee  had  left  an  im- 
prossion  on  liim,  were  no  doiiht  hoaniers,  as  W(dl  a.s  the  pri.'st. 
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rii.i".-  til  Mailainc  ilc  la  ( 'hantcrii'.  Ilr  inip.'ril  fur  a  innv  Iifo, 
:;i!-:  liii'  "lij.'it-  that  cnnhl  recall  hi-  ohl  ixi-ti'inr  niiist  hi' 
hai'  fur  hiiii.  In  hi-  rravini:  fitr  traii-fiiriiiatiiin  -  fur  his  \v,i- 
:.'.'  '.f  llinM'  II  itnrc-  which  rush  fnru'anl  at  oni-c  wiih  a  hniin<i, 
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ipriiarhin;.'  a  .-itimtinii  -ii[)  h\   <\ry  a-  otlu'i^  d 
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h:ii!  ncMT  hri'ii  hinwii  nil  in  t hi'  inii!-t  nf  the  riiiniii"rcial  «lo- 
!>ri'. itv  which  nt  this  time  had  hlii:!itcil,  ni'Tc  nr  los.  several 
_•'■.:;'  I'aris  houses.  Thus,  in  ,-pite  of  their  iniinerse  wealth, 
th''  i;nu-es  of  NiicinL^eii  and  du  Tiilet.  of  Keller  Hrnthers.  of 
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:ip!iieal  firinci})les.  had  overL'rown  such  foul  heirinninirs.  that 
t! -  enc  in  ]H'M  thou<:lit  for  a  nmnient  of  the  nind  in  which 
ih-  riMits  were  set  of  such  majestic  trees — tli,.  upholders  of 
e    -ame  time,  there  was  not   one  of    these 


State.     At    th 
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Monirenod. 


ieved  hv  [iraises  of  the  house 


i  '  ••  MoiiL'enods.  following  the  example  of  Enirlisli  hanker?, 
i;i:ik  ■  no  display  of  wealth;  tliev  do  excrvthinir  (piite  (piietly, 
fiP'l  '  arry  on  their  business  with  such  prudence,  shrewdness, 
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and  honesty  as  allow  tlK'in  to  operate  with  certainty  from  one 
end  of  the  world  to  the  other. 

Tlic  present  head  of  the  house,  Fredrrie  Mongcnod,  is 
brother-in-law  to  the  Vicomte  de  Fontaine.  Thus  his  nunnr- 
ous  faniily  is  connected,  through  the  Baron  de  Fontaine,  with 
Monsieur  (Jrossetcte,  tlie  Keceiver-CJeneral  (brother  to  t!i.' 
(irossetrt(>  and  Co.  of  Limoges),  with  the  VandeViesses.  :;n<l 
with  rianat  de  Baudry.  another  Receiver-General.  Tlii>  n  l.i- 
tionship,  after  being  of  the  greatest  service  to  the  late  Moiil;. - 
nod  scuiar  in  his  financial  operations  at  the  time  of  tiie  I!.  ■ 
toration,  liad  gained  him  tlie  confidence  of  many  of  th^'  ",:, 
nobility,  whose  capital  and  vast  savings  were  intrusted  to  lii^ 
bank.  Far  from  aiming  at  the  peerage,  like  Keller,  Xncir- 
gcn,  and  du  Tillet,  the  Mongenods  kept  out  of  political  lif.-. 
and  knew  no  more  of  it  than  was  needed  for  banking  busi- 
ness. 

Mongenod's  bank  occupies  a  magnificent  house  in  the  Rue 
de  la  A'ictoire,  with  a  garden  behind  and  a  courtyard  in  front, 
where  Madame  Mongenod  resided  with  her  two  sons,  with 
whom  she  was  in  partner.ship.  Madame  la  Vicomtesse  do 
Fontaine  had  taken  out  her  share  on  the  death  of  the  elder 
Mongenod  in  1827.  Frederic  ^longenod,  a  handsome  fellow 
of  about  five-and-thirty,  with  a  cold  manner,  as  silent  and 
reserve  1  as  a  Cenevese,  and  as  neat  as  an  Englishman,  li'id 
acquired  under  his  father  all  the  qualifications  needed  in  hi? 
diHicult  business.  He  was  more  cultivated  than  most  bankers, 
for  his  education  had  given  him  the  general  knowledge  which 
forms  the  curriculum  of  the  ficole  Polytechnique :  and,  like 
manv  bankers,  he  had  an  occupation,  a  taste,  outside  his  roL'- 
ular  business,  a  love  of  piiysics  and  chemistry.  Mongenod 
junior,  ten  years  younger  than  Frederic,  fdled  the  place,  un- 
der his  elder  brother,  that  a  head-cl.^rk  holds  under  a  lawyer 
or  a  notary,  Frederic  was  training  him.  as  he  himself  had 
been  trained  by  his  father,  in  the  scientific  side  of  bankinsr. 
for  a  banker  is  to  money  what  a  writer  is  to  ideas — they  both 
ought  to  know  everything. 

(Jodefroid,  as  he  mentioned  his  family  name,  could  see  how 
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;,:::  K  hi-  father  had  Ijlh-u  respeetcil.for  he  was  sr^hcwn  througli 
;i.  iilirc-  at  oiur  to  that  next  to  Moiiircnod's  private  room. 
Ti:-  rnorii  was  shut  iti  l)y  ^'lass  doors,  so  thr.t,  in  spite  of  his 
■,»:-■;  Hot  to  listen,  (Jodefroid  overheard  tlie  eonversation  goin^' 
111;  u.thin. 

•M.idame.  your  account  shuws  sixteen  lumdred  tliou-and 
fr,;;i  -  on  hoth  sides  of  the  lialance  slicet."  ^ronirmod  the 
v.'iiiij -r  was  saying.  "I  know  not  wliat  my  hrotlier's  views 
ii  I  i'l':  he  ah>ne  can  decide  whether  an  advance  of  a  liun- 
Ir.-i  iliousand  francs  is  possihle.  You  lacked  prudence.  It 
:-  !:-*  wi>e  to  {)ut  sixteen  hundred  thousand  francs  into  a 
;,,;., ,K.- " 

"T  "1  loud,  Louis!"  said  a  woman's  voice.  '"Your  brother's 
aivin-  is  never  to  speak  but  in  an  undertone.  Tliere  may 
ii.   --ipe  one  in  the  little  waiting-room." 

At  this  instant  Frederic  Monifcnod  opened  the  doiir  from 
ii-  Ivinir  rooms  to  his  private  otlice ;  he  saw  Codefroid,  and 
■»•:  ■  through  to  the  inner  room,  where  he  bowed  respectfully 
!o  ti:-'  hidy  who  was  talking  to  his  brother. 

Hi'  showed  Godefroid  in  first,  saying  as  he  did  so,  "And 
w!:  I'l   have  I   the  honor  of  addressing?" 

A-  ><>nn  as  Godefroid  had  announced  himself,  Frederic  of- 
f.  T'  i  liiin  a  chair;  and  while  the  ])anker  was  opening  his  desk, 
I.i;;:-  Mongenod  and  the  lady,  who  was  none  el.«e  than  Ma- 
liiiiM'  de  la  Chanterie.  rose  and  went  up  to  Frederic.  Tlicn 
!!!■;.  .ill  three  went  into  a  window  recess,  where  they  stood 
lalKiiig  to  Madame  Mongenod.  who  was  in  all  the  secrets  of 
till  liusiness.  I"'or  tiiirty  years  past  this  olever  woman  had 
L'iv,  I!  ample  proofs  of  her  capacity,  to  her  husband  first,  now 
T'^  !;.'r  sons,  and  she  was.  in  fact,  an  active  partner  in  the 
! '  u-e.  signing  for  it  as  they  did.  Godefroid  saw  in  a  pigeon- 
:ih;.  a  number  of  boxes  labeled  "La  Chanterie,''  and  num- 
!—l   1   to  7. 

W  lieii  the  conference  was  ended  by  a  word  from  the  Senior 
t-  ii;-  brother,  "Well,  then,  go  to  the  casjiier.''  Madame  de  la 
I  !ii!iterie  turned  round,  saw  Godefroid,  restrained  a  start  of 
""rM'ise,  and  then  asked  a  few  whispered  questions  of  Monge- 
n.:'!.  who  replied  IjrieOy,  al.so  in  a  low  voice. 
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Madame  do  la  Cliantirie  wore  thin  prunella  «hncs  anri  ^'rav 
si'k  «tockinp~:  she  hail  on  the  same  dress  as  before,  and  wa^ 
wrapped  in  the  Venetian  chiak  that  was  just  coming'  into 
fashion  apiiii.  Iler  drawn  honnet  of  preen  silk,  n  la  hour}' 
fenimc,  was  lined  with  white,  and  her  face  was  framed  in  flow- 
in.ir  laee.  She  stood  verv  ereet.  in  an  attitude  which  bore  wit- 
ness, if  not  to  hiph  birth,  at  any  r:ite  to  aristocratie  habits. 
r?ut  fur  her  extreuK^  alTability.  sh(>  wotild  perhaps  have 
scemeil   proud.     In  short,  she  was  verv  imposinjr. 

"It  is  not  so  much  <rood  luek  as  a  dispensation  of  Provi- 
dence that  has  brouirht  us  toLrether  here,  monsieur.'"  said  she 
to  fiodefroid.  "1  was  on  the  ])oiiit  of  declininp:  a  boarder 
whose  habits,  as  I  fancied,  were  ill  suited  to  those  of  mv 
household;  but  ^lonsieur  Mon<renod  has  just  piven  me  some 
information  as  to  your  family  which  is " 

"Indeed,  madanie — monsieur "'  saiil  (lodefroid.  addre?-- 

ing  the  lady  and  the  b.snker  to<retlier.  "I  have  no  lonjrcr  anv 
family,  and  I  came  to  ask  advice  of  my  late  father's  banker 
to  arrauiic  my  alTairs  in  accordance  with  a  new  plan  of  life." 

Godefroid  t(d(l  his  story  in  a  few  words,  and  expressed  his 
desire  of  leadinir  a  new  life. 

"Formerly."  said  he.  "a  man  in  my  position  would  have 
turned  monk;  but  there  are  now  no  religious  Orders "' 

"do  to  live  with  Madame,  if  she  will  accept  vou  as  a 
boariler,"  said  Frederic  Mongenod,  after  exchanjiinfr  planees 
with  Ma<lame  de  la  Chanterie.  "and  do  not  sell  your  invest- 
ments: leave  them  in  my  hands.  Give  me  the  schedule  of 
your  debts;  I  will  fix  dates  of  payment  with  your  crediinrs. 
and  you  can  draw  for  your  own  use  a  hundred  and  fiftv  franes 
a  month.  It  will  take  about  two  years  to  pav  evervthin;:  otT. 
Durinp  those  two  years,  in  the  home  you  are  <roinfr  to.  vou  will 
have  ample  leisure-  to  think  of  n  career,  especially  as  the  peo- 
ple you  will  bi>  livinjr  with  can  <rive  vou  o:ood  advice." 

Louis  Mongenod  came  back  with  a  hundred  thousand-fnine 
notes,  which  he  gave  to  Madame  de  la  Chanterie.  Godefroid 
offered  his  arm  to  his  future  landlady,  and  took  her  to  her 
hacknev-coach. 
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TIiMi  wc  sliall  meet  a;i;aiii  prcfontly,"  s^aid  ?ho  in  a  kind 

At  what  hour  shall  you  ho  at  home,  madamc?"  said  Gode- 

,1 

•'III  two  hours'  time." 

■'1  iiave  time  to  get  rid  of  my  furniture."  said  he,  with  a 

jiiiniiL'  I  lie  few  minutes  while  Madame  de  la  C'hanterie's 
riiii;  had  lain  on  his  as  they  walked  side  by  side,  Godefroitl 
(iii:!^  not  see  beyond  the  halo  east  aijout  tliis  woman  by  the 
Wi.ri-.  "Your  aecount  stands  at  sixteen  hundred  thousand 
fr-iiiii  -,"'  spoken  by  Louis  Mongenod  to  a  lady  who  buried  her 
lifr  III  the  depths  of  the  C'loitre  de  Xotre-Dame. 

'l'hi<  idea,  "She  must  be  rieh  I"  had  entirely  changt  1  his 
vi.  w  (if  things.     "How  old   is  she.   I   wonder?" 

Aiid  lie  had  a  vision  of  a  romance  in  his  residence  in  the 
Ru'    ('hanoinesse. 

">lii'  looks  like  an  aristocrat;  does  she  dabble  in  banking 
lifjir-!'"  he  asked  himself. 

And  in  our  day  nine  hundred  and  ninety-nine  men  out  of 
i  ihnii^and  would  have  thought  of  the  possibility  of  marry- 
iti;'  \\\\<  woman. 

A  furniture-dealer,  who  was  also  n  decorator,  but  chiefly  an 
Hi.'''!!  for  furnished  flats,  gave  about  three  thousand  francs 
!■  r  ;i!l  that  Godefroid  wished  to  dispose  of.  leaving  the  things 
in  lii-  rooms  for  the  few  days  needed  to  clean  and  arrange 
lii'  lircadful  rooms  in  the  Kue  Chanoinesse. 

Tliither  the  brain-sick  youth  at  once  repaired  ;  he  called 
:i:  :i  I'liiiitcr,  recommended  by  Madame  de  la  Chanterie.  who 
;niL  Hook  for  a  moderate  sum  to  whitewash  the  ceilings,  clean 
'' '  w  indows.  paint  the  wainscoting  like  gray  maple,  and  color 
;:•  tliiors.  within  a  week.  Godefroid  measured  the  rooms  to 
ai'.iii  them  all  alike  with  green  drugget  of  the  cheape-t  dc- 
-'riiiiiiin.  He  wished  everything  to  be  uniform  and  as  sim- 
vi  ■   i-  possible  in  his  cell. 

^!:ldame  de  la  Chanterie  approved  of  this.  With  Manon"^ 
i"   ranee  she  calculated  how  much  white  dimitv  would  be 
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needed  for  the  window  ciirtains  and  for  a  simple  iron  hpi]. 
stcaii ;  tlu'ii  she  undertook  to  procure  the  stuff  anil  to  have 
them  niad(>  for  a  j)riee  so  sinnll  as  to  amaze  Tiodefroid.  With 
the  new  furniture  lie  wouh!  ^<  ud  in,  liis  apartments  would  nut 
cost  him  more  tiian  six  iuuidred  franes. 

"So  I  can  take  atiout  a  thousand  to  Monsieur  Monir'nod." 

"We  here  lead  a  Christian  life,"  said  Madame  de  la  Chan- 
terie,  "which  is,  as  you  know,  quite  out  of  keepinjr  with  nui'h 
puperfluit}-,  and  I  fear  you  still  preserve  too  many." 

As  she  pave  her  new  hoarder  this  piece  of  advice,  she 
planeed  at  the  diamond  that  sparkled  in  a  rin<r  throusrh  which 
the  ends  of  Godefroid's  lilue  necktie  were  drawn. 

"1  only  mention  this,"  she  added,  "heeause  I  perceive  that 
you  are  preparing  to  break  with  tln'  dissipated  life  of  whi-h 
you  spoke  with  regret  to  Monsieur  Mnngenod." 

Godefroid  gazed  at  ^fadamr'  de  la  r'hanteri(>.  listening  with 
delieht  to  the  harmony  of  her  clear  vdice;  he  studied  he  *>oc, 
which  was  perfectly  colo'-less,  worthy  to  he  that  of  one  nf 
the  grave  cold  Dutch  women  so  faithfully  depicted  hv  tho 
painters  of  the  Flemish  school,  faces  on  which  a  wrinkjo 
would   be   impossible. 

"Plump  and  fair!"  thought  he.  as  he  went  away.  "Still, 
her  hair  is  white " 

Godefroid.  like  all  weak  natures,  had  r'adily  aceu-tomed 
himself  to  the  idea  of  a  new  life,  holieviiitr  it  would  bo  per- 
fect happiness,  and  he  was  eager  to  settle  in  the  Rue  (^hnnoi- 
nesse;  nevertheless,  he  had  a  gleam  of  priidence — or.  if  you 
like,  of  suspicion.  Two  days  before  moving  in  he  went  aeain 
to  Monsieur  Mongenod  to  ask  for  further  information  con- 
cerning the  household  he  was  going  to  join.  During  the  few 
minutes  he  had  spent  now  and  then  in  his  future  home,  to  see 
what  alterations  were  being  made,  lie  ha<l  ob-^orved  the  giin;: 
and  coming  of  several  persons  whose  appearanc'c  and  man- 
ner, without  any  air  of  mystery.  .^nLrucsted  tliiit  they  wi^vv 
tnisied  in  the  practice  of  some  prul'e.-sioii.  sume  secret  occu- 
pation with  the  residents  in  the  house.  Af  rhis  time  inanv 
plots  were  afoot  to  help  the  elder  branch  of  Bourbons  to  re- 
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::,.;!!;!  tlif  tliroiic.  and  (ioik'fioid  believed  there  was  some 
,, 'i-jijMcv  liere. 

I'.iii  when  lie  found  hiiui^elf  in  the  banker's  private  room 
;;!;!l  under  his  searcliinji-  eye,  he  was  ashamed  of  himself  as  he 
;,,in:i;;lalr(l  his  (nie?tion  and  saw  a  sardonic  smile  on  Frederic 
M-h:.'ii"d"s  lips. 

•■\1  I'laine  la  Raronne  de  la  C'hanterie,"  he  re])lied,  "is  one 

f  i;;,'  ob.-ciirest  hut  one  of  the  nio-t  honoralile  women  in  Paris. 

II,,  r  \()U  any  particular  reason  for  askinj,'  for  information?" 

(inii.froid  fell  hack  on  flat  excuses — ho  was  arran,<:in}i-  to 
1:\,  ,i  l.iiii:  time  with  these  stranirers,  and  it  was  as  well  to 
■  i;  u  lo  wliom  he  was  tying  himself,  and  the  like.  But  tho 
II:  ;i  r"s  smile  only  became  more  and  more  ironical,  and 
I, nr,  III. id  more  and  more  ashamed,  till  he  blushed  at  tho  step 
■c  iiiiil  taken,  and  got  nothing  bv  it ;  for  he  dared  ask  no  more 
liUi-tions  about  Madame  de  la  Chanterie  or  his  fellow- 
l"iar'l<-rs. 


T,\"  days  later,  after  dining  for  the  last  time  at  the  Cafe 

Aii.'lai-,  and  seeing  the  first  two  pieces  at  the  Varieten,  at  ten 

I'lv  .  k  on  a  Monday  night  he  came  to  sleep  in  the  Rue  Chanoi- 

m-f.  where  Manon  lighted  him  to  his  room. 

S  liiude  has  a  charm  somewhat  akin  to  that  of  the  wild  life 

f  sivages,  which  no  European  ever  gives  up  after  having 

r.i  ■  t;isted  it.     This  may  seem  strange  in  an  age  when  every 

!;-   iivi's  so  completely  in  tho  sight  of  others  that  everybody 

-  iih,ni>itive  about  everybody  else,  and  that  privacy  will  soon 

:\::\<'  i.ascd  to  exist,  so  quickly  do  the  eyes  of  the  Press — 

■;i'  niodern  Argus — increase  in  boldness  and  intrnsivcn^ss; 

ii.'l  vet  the  statement  is  supported  by  the  evidence  of  the  first 

-<   <  liristian  centuries,  when   no  recluse  ever  came  l)ack  to 

-"    i'  life  again.    TIktc  are  few  mental  wounds  that  solitude 

'':'.!  cure.    Thus,  in  the  first  instance,  (iodefroid  was  struck 

■    ':■•  calm  and  stillness  of  his  new  abode,  exactly  as  a  tired 

:::    i'T  finds  rest  in  a  bath. 

"'    !he  dav  after  his  arrival  as  a  boarder  with  Madame  de 
i'  I  i.mlerie,  he  could  not  help  cross-examining  himself  on 
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fiiiiiiiif,'  liiiiisiir  lliii-  cul  <iir  t'riiiii  I'Vi-rvtliiiiLT.  ov(M1  from  Pur.-. 
t!inu<rli  he  Wiis  ,<till  uiulcr  the  shiiihiw  of  its  Cathedrah  H.tc, 
stripped  of  every  social  vanity,  there  would  heneefortli  he  n, 
witnesses  tf)  his  deeds  l)ut  J'.i:'-  eonscienee  and  his  fdlow- 
hoarder>.  'Hiis  was  leavin<r  tlie  i)eatcn  lii<:h-rnad  of  the  wmiI  ! 
for  an  unknown  track;  and  whitlier  wouM  the  track  U'ad  him? 
I'o  what  occupation  would  he  find  himself  committed? 

lie  had  l)een  lost  in  such  reflections  for  a  couple  of  hoiifN 
when  Manon,  the  oidy  servant  of  the  ostahlishment.  kiKickciI 
at  his  door  and  told  him  that  the  second  hreakfast  was  served; 
they  were  waitin,::  for  him.     Twelve  was  striking. 

The  new  hoarder  went  downstairs  at  once,  prompted  bv 
his  curiosity  t(j  see  the  five  persons  with  whom  he  was  thence- 
forth to  live.  On  enterini:  the  drawin«r-room,  he  found  all 
the  residents  in  the  house  standintr  up  and  dressed  precisely 
as  they  had  been  on  the  day  when  he  had  first  come  to  iriakf 
inquiries. 

"Did  you  sleep  well?"  asked  Madame  de  la  Chanterie. 

"I  did  not  wake  till  ten  o'clock,"  said  Godef-oid,  bowinir 
to  the  four  gentlemen,  who  returned  the  civility  with  much 
gravity. 

'•\Ve  (piite  expected  it,"  s.iid  the  old  man.  known  as  Mon- 
sieur Alain,  and  he  smiled. 

"Manon  spoke  of  the  second  breakfast,"  (Jodefroid  went  on. 
"I  have,  I  fear,  already  broken  one  of  your  rules  without  in- 
tending it. — At  what  hour  do  you  rise?"' 

"We  do  not  get  up  quite  by  the  rule  of  the  monks  of  nW." 
replied  Madame  de  la  ("hanterie  graciously,  "but.  like  unrk- 
men.  at  six  in  winter  and  at  half-past  three  in  summer.  \\> 
also  go  to  lied  by  the  rule  of  the  sun  :  we  are  always  asleep  h\- 
nine  in  winter,  by  half-past  eleven  in  summer.  We  drink 
some  milk,  which  i*  brought  from  our  own  farm,  after  pniy- 
er<.  all  but  Monsieur  r.\l)be  do  Yeze,  who  performs  earlv 
^la-'^  at  Xotre-Dame — at  six  in  summer,  at  seven  in  winter— 
and  these  gentlemen  as  well  as  I,  your  humble  servant,  at- 
tend that  service  every  da\." 

^fadame  de  la  Chanterie  finished  this  speech  at  table,  whcr 
her  five  guests  were  now  seated. 
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'!'!;i'  iliiiinjr-niniii.  painti'd  ^^ray  tlir(iu;:ho\it,  and  decorated 
A,!:;  ,  iirvcd  wood  of  a  design  showing  the  taste  of  Louis  XIV.. 
,,„:,,!  out   of  the  sort  of  ante-room  where   Manoii   sat.  ami 

■  all  |,;;rall<  I  with  Madame  de  hi  ('hanterie"s  room,  adjoining 
■];.  .:i:iwing-ro()m.  no  d()nl)t.  I'here  was  no  ornament  liut 
,,,1  .i|,i  (luck.  The  furniture  consisted  of  >ix  chairs,  their 
.,'.,!!  !ia(  k-  uiihoL<ten-d  with  worsted-work  evident l_v  done  hv 
\!,i.!.;iiir  (!.•  la  Ciianterie.  (d'  two  maliog.any  sidclioards.  and  a 
•  ,1  !•■  lo  matcli,  on  which  .Manon  placed  the  hreakfast  without 
-iiii;eiiiig  a  cloth.  The  l)rcakfast.  of  monastic  frugality,  con- 
-:-:.,!  (if  a  small  turliot  with  white  sauce,  potatoes,  a  salad. 

:, :  ;..ur  disliet-  of  fruit:  [u'aches.  grapes,  ptrawlxTries.  and 
:r-  !i  iiliiionds;  then,  hv  way  of  liors  tVccurrc.  there  was  honey 
-,;,,!  in  tlie  coiid)  as  in  Switzerland.  Iiesides  hutter.  radishes, 
iiK  Miilicr.  and  sardines.  The  meal  was  served  in  china 
-;  ••  jL.'il  with  small  Idue  cornflowers  and  green  K'aves.  a  pat- 
:• ;':  which  was  no  douht  luxuriously  fashionahle  in  the  time  of 
l/i;  -  .W'i..  hut  which  the  increasing  demand.s  of  the  present 
iav  iiavc  made  common. 

"I*  is  a  fast  day  I"  ohserved  Monsieur  Alain.  "Since  wo 
J.  I'l  Mass  every  morning,  you  may  suppose  that  we  yield 
:  iiidlv  to  all  the  practices  of  the  Church,  even  the  strictest." 

•And  you  will  hegin  l)y  following  our  example."  added 
M!'i.i!ne  d(>  la  Chanterie,  with  a  side-glance  at  Godefroid, 
A!'  I!:  -he  had  placed  iiy  her  side. 

'if  ihe  four  hoarders.  (Jodefroid  already  knew  the  names 

f  ■'-  Ahlx'"  d^'  V(''7.e  and  Monsieur  .Main;  hut  he  yet  had  to 

i-.iri!  ilios(>  of  the  other  two  gentlemen.     They  sat  in  silence, 

■  .iiiiiL'  with  the  ahsorhed  attention  that  the  pious  seem  to  de- 
' '•-  t"  the  smallest  details  of  their  meals. 

".\!iil  does  this  fine  fruit  also  come  from  your  farm,  ma- 
Jaiinr""  (iodefroid  inquired. 

'"Ves.  monsieur."  she  replied.  "We  have  our  little  model 
far';,  just  as  the  Government  has;  it  is  our  country  house. 
I'liM!  three  leagues  from  hence,  on  the  road  to  Italy,  near 
V  !'.  ii.iive-Saint-Georges." 

i;  is  a  little  estate  that  belongs  to  us  all,  and  will  be  the 
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•froid. 


hundred  tliou- 


sand   francs."  ol)served  (I'defroic 

'•(»h.  we  get  nothing  out  of  i!  but  our  produce.""  replied  the 

same  speaker.  ^ 

He  was  a  tall  man.  thin  and  grave.  ,\t  a  hrst  glance  ho 
«oomed  to  have  serv(Ml  in  the  army:  his  white  hair  showrrl 
that  he  was  past  sixty,  and  his  fa.-e  revealed  great  sorrows 
and  reliu'ious  resignation. 

The  second  stranger,  who  npi^eared  to  be  a  sort  of  com- 
pound of  a  master  of  rhetoric  and  a  man  of  business,  was  of 
middle  height,  stout  but  active,  and  his  face  bore  traces  nf  a 
jovialitv  ]icculiar  to  the  notaries  and  attornevs  of  I'an^. 

The  dre^-  of  all  four  men  was  marked  liv  lh"  extreme  neat- 
ness due  to  personal  care:  and  Manon">  liand  wa-  vi>ihle  ni 
the  smallest  details  of  their  raiment.  Tlieir  coats  were  per- 
haps ten  years  uld.  and  preserved,  as  a  priest"s  clothes  nro 
preserved." bv  the  occult  powers  of  a  housekeeper  and  In-  con- 
stant u-e  The-e  men  w..re.  as  it  were,  the  liverv  of  a  sys- 
tem of  life-  thev  were  all  the  siavrs  of  th.'  same  thouLdit.  their 
looks  -^pok..  the  same  w.u'd.  their  face<  w,.re  an  expre-um 
of  <'entle   resisination,  of   inviting   tranipiillity. 

''~\m  I  indiscreet,  niadame.""  >aid  (Wxlefroid.  "to  a-^k  the 
name^  of  these  LnMitlcinen?  I  am  .juite  prepan>d  to  tell  them 
all  about  myself:  n,ay  I  not  know  as  much  about  them  as  cir- 

cum<tanci'<  allow?"'  .,     .  n 

-This  •'  <aid  Madame  <le  la  Chanterie.  introducm-  the  tull. 
thin  man.  "is  Monsieur  Xicla-  he  is  a  retired  Colonel  of 
the    Gendarmeri.',  ranking    as   a    Major-General.—- \nd   t.us 
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,„,r.tirman."  she  went  on.  tMriiiii!:  to  tlie  littlo  stout  man,  "was 

.•,,r',:Mrlv   Councillor  to   the   Ronch   of   tho   Kins:V   (^iurt    in 

I-,,i--  1,..  rotired  from  lii>  function?  in  August  is:50;  bis  name 

.M.'-i^i.Mir  Joseph.     Tliou-h  you  jruncd   us  hut   v.-tcnhiv, 

I  ,,,v  t.ll  von  that  in  the  wori<l  Mousiciir  Nicola-  horc  tho 

.    ,  ,.  ,,r  Manjuis  do  Montauran.  and   MoIl^icu^  .Toscpli  that 

•  I. .ramus.  Baron  dc  Trcsncs;  hut  to  us.  as  to  the  outer 

,,' ■■  ,1.  these  names  no  longer  exist.     These  j:(MUlemen  have 

'..  )„.ir-:  thev  have  anticipated  the  ohlivion  that  must  fall  on 

.  !•  ininilies:  thev  are  simply   Monsieur  Xieolns  and    Mon- 

.,  .!■  ,l.)-eph.  as  vou  will  he  simply  Monsieur  (;..di"froid." 

\-  !ic  heard  these  two  names—one  so  famous  in  the  history 
,  •■  K.vMlism  fruMi  the  disaster  which  put  an  end  to  the  rising 
'•■  •  „.  Chouans  at  the  hcginnin-z  of  the  Consulate,  the  other 
,..  nil"  respected  in  the  records  of  the  ..Id  l'arlvmrn(—(\o(^o- 
;■•,  ,j  .niild  not  repress  a  start  of  surprise:  hut  when  he  looked 
,;;  liMM'  survivors  from  the  wreck  of  llie  two  tnvatest  institu- 
•",,.!.  of  tho  fallen  monarchy,  he  could  not  <1et.'et  the  slitrhtest 
...  uirnt  of  feature  or  chanL'e  of  countenance  that  hetrayed 
,  v.vhllv  emotion.  These  two  men  di<l  not  or  would  not  re- 
,,M,nlier'what   they   cmce   had   been.     This  was  (Jodefroid's 

!ir-t  lesson.  ,, 

•llnrh  name,  gentlemen,  is  a  chapter  of  history,     saul  He 

r.-p.rtfiiUv.  .  X     u  t 

••The  history  of  our  own  time,"'  said  Monsieur  Joseph,    ot 

!i:.;v  ruins." 
•Vnu  are  in  ffood  companv."  said  Monsieur  .Main,  smiling. 

11..  can  be  describe.l  in  two  word-:  lie  was  a  middle-class 
iMr-  citizen:  a  worthy  man  with  th.>  face  of  a  calf,  .lignified 
V  vi.ite  hairs,  but  insipid  with  its  eternal  smil.'. 

\-  !o  the  priest,  the  .\hbe  de  Vvzo.  his  position  was  all 
.':'';:ricnt.  The  priest  who  fulfils  his  mission  is  recognizable 
;i;  till,  first  glance  when  his  eves  meet  yours. 

What  ehieflv  struck  Codefroid  from  the  first  was  the  pro- 
•  I'^l  respect'shown  bv  the  honrdcrs  to  Aladame  de  la  Chan- 
^r;.  •  all  of  them,  even  the  priest,  notwith-tandine  the  sacred 


.!.-•  :tv 


conferred  bv  his  functions,  brhaved  to  her  as  to  a 
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<|iU'i'n.  He  iil.-.i  iinici  III,.  t,.ni|)rnni(v  i,(  ,.;i,.h  -jurM  ■  tlu'v  i\\o 
Holcly  for  fh,.  <nkr  ..f  nnini-l,,,,,.,,!.  Ma.l.un,.  ^le  hi  ("hant.Tif. 
liko  th,.  n-st,  tcmk  hilt  a  >iM^'lc  pnuh  and  half  ii  l,mi.  !i  nf 
grapes;  hut  slic  hcirirrd  th.-  iicucuriicr  tint  to  n-trut  him-Wf 
in  the  sanif  way.  ofrcriii':  liim  cwrv  di^h  in  turn. 

flodofroid's  curiosity   was  ...x.itrd   to  th.^  Iii-h.-t    piiHi  l,v 
tins  h.-innin-.     .Vt.T  thr  meal  thrv  n.tiirnrd  f.  ih..  drau-- 
ronm.  where  he  was  left  to  hinw,.!f:  Madame  de  h.  i'hamen.. 
and  her^four  friends  heh!  a  little  j.rivy  eoiin.il  i„  ,,  wmdnv,- 
rocoss.    'I'his  conference,  in  which  no  animation  wa-  d,-nhi\v,i 
lasted   for  ahout   half  an   hour.     Th.v  talke.l   in  nndertut,,-' 
Mohan-in^r  remarks  whieh  each  sc'iiied  to  have  thou-ht  out 
befon-han.l.      Now  and  a-ain   M.msimr  Alam  and   Monsi,.„r 
Joseph  consulted  their  [.ocket-hooks.  turnini:  over  tlu'  leav^.. 
"^ou    will    see    to    the    Fauhour-."    ^aid    Madame    de   la 
Chantoric  to  .Alonsieur  Xicolas.  who  went  awav. 

Those   were  the   firsi    words  Codefroid  coiild   overhear 
"And  yon    to  the  ^uartier  Saint-Marceau."   she  went  ..n 
addressinjr  Monsieur  .Ff)seph. 

"Will  yon  take  the  Fawl)mir<:  Saint-Oermain  and  trv  to 
find  what  we  need  v"  she  added  to  tlie  Ahhe  .le  Ve7e  who  it 
once  went  otT.— "An.l  you.  my  d.^.r  Alain."  she  added  with  .. 
smilo.  "look  into  matters.— to-day's  husiness  is  all  settl-l," 
said  sho,  retnrninir  to  (lodefroid. 

She  sat  down  in  her  armchair,  and  took  from  a  little  work- 
tablo  some  under-linen  ready  cut  out.  on  which  she  he^ran  to 
sew  as  if  workini:  against  time. 

Ondefroid.  lost  in  conjeetures.  and  seein<r  in  all  thi  a  l!ov- 
alist  conspiracy,  took  the  ladv's  sp,.ecli  as  introductorv  an,] 
seatin.ir  himself  hy  her  si,],.,  watched  her  closelv.  He  was 
struck  by  her  singular  skill  in  stitching;  while'  evervthin' 
about  her  jiroclaime.!  the  great  ladv.  she  had  the  peculiar 
deftne.^s  of  a  paid  seamstress:  for  every  one  can  distinMii^ii. 
by  certain  tri.ks  of  working,  the  habits  of  a  professional  fro,,, 
those  of  an  amateur. 

"You  sew."  i^aid  (Jodefroid.  "as  if  vou  were  u=od  to  thp 
business." 
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Sllf    filld,    VN  ItllolU 

'III    tit'ri'^sitv " 


InoKlIi''   II 


I'.   ••' 


liiivf  (loiK"  it  ere 


:ir;;t'  tcai>  m-c  to  the  nM   udiiiaii's  cvcs,  ami  rollfd 


II   let  tlir  Work  >\u-  li 


ii'  r   ilicrk.-   (I 

:i\.    t'or;rivc   luc,  inadanic 
iiiiH'  ''r   la   Cliantcrit'   I 


nicii   (loiii 


fnii( 


unkcd  at   Ih  r  inw  iiuiiato.  ami 

"   lii>   I'calun-  >\\i\\  an  iv\|iri'»i()ii   <>(  rc^Tft.   that   she 

!  I 'I  111  III  kiiiilly.    Tlicii.  a  ft  If  wipiiii:  her  eves,  slic  rt'cov- 

■'.'•■  cniiiijosuro  tlial  cliaractcrizcd  licr  face,  whicli  was  not 

■    i'  ii  cold  as  chilli'd, 

"I'll  licrc  find  ymirx'lf.  Monsimir  (lodcfroid — for,  as  vou 
u  alnady,  yon  will  lie  callcMl  only  hy  your  Cliristia 
iMiid  the  wrcckai,'!'  from  a  ''real  storm.     Wf  1 


n  nam»' 


tavc  a 


11 
kci!  and  wounded  to  tlic  iicart  throtijrh  family  intcrost 
.il:i(I   fortunes,   hy  the   fortv   vcars'  liurricane  that  ovi 


f)(>on 


s  or 


er- 


«    royalty  and  rdiirion.  and   scattered  to  the  winds  the 


M.'iit-   that   constituli 


ranee  a^^   it    was  o 


f 


Words 


•in  hut  trivial  hear  a  stin'--  for  us,  and  that  is  th 


the  silence  that  rei'nis  1 


lere 


W 


e  rarelv 


«p(<a 


k  of 


(>  roa- 
our- 


We  tl 


live  forjzotten  what  we  were,  and  liave  found  moans 


-litutinf.'  a  new  life  1  ir  the  old  life.     It  was  heci 


use 


I 


from  vour  reve!ati(  n  to  the  Monj^enods,  that  there 


Mie  resemhlance  iiet 


ween  vour  situation  and  our  own. 


••Ml 


I   persuaded  my  four  friends  to  receive  you  amon<r  us; 

'  t.  We  were  anxious  to  find  another  recluse  for  our  con- 

l)Ut  what  do  you  propose  to  do?     W 

without  some  stock  of  moral  j)urposo. 


e  do  not  enter  on 


T,, 


dame,  as  1  hear  you  speak.  1  shall  he  too  happy  to  ac- 
•  Villi  as  the  arhiter  of  my  destinv." 

T!iat  is  speakin^r  like  a  man  oi  the  world,"  said  she.   "You 

nvinir  to  flatter  me — a  woman  of  sixty! — My  dear  boy," 

■■■■'  nt  on,  "you  are,  you  must  know.  anion<:  people  who  be- 

lirmly  in  (iod,  who  have  all  felt  Hi>  hand,  and  who  have 

tliemselvcs  up  to  Him  almost  as  completely  a?  do  the 


'inst;' 


Have  vou  ever  oi, served  tl 


le  assurance  of  a  true 


wlien  he  has  jriven  him-elf  to  the  Loril.  when  he  heark- 
II  is  voice  and  strives  to  he  a  docile  instrument  under  the 


yo 
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tingcr.  nf  I'iuu-Ipikc:  Mr  ha>  ^ll.,|  ,||  vaiui.v,  all  sclf-,,jn- 
wi()u.~ii.-v,  all  III.-  fr.'lin--  vvhxli  (a  -.•  rcn-taiit  nlTcn, , ,  f, 
the  wnrldiv  ;  hi.-  i|iiifMrii. .  i>  a-  innipirtc  a>  that  of  thr  fai.il. 
ist.  his  r.\>.i;;iiali(iii  niat.i.-  luiri  lo  fiidiirf  all  tliin--,  Tiin 
triK'  priot—aii  Ahhr  .Im  \r/,.  i^.  Ijkr  a  .  Inhj  with  hirmoil.  r; 
fnr  Ihf  Chiirrh.  my  disir  >ii\  i-  :i  ^',,(,,1  iii..ih(  r.  Wfll.  a  i,i.,M 
way  hv  a  iirjc.-t  wii limit  a  tuiiMirc;  not  all  prii-st-;  ire  m  or- 
ders. If  uc  dcvoti'  iMirsclv.v-  to  doiiiL'-  f.'oo(l.  we  iiiiitai-  th.- 
f.'ood  pn.-t.  wv  oIm  V  (hhI  '  I  urn  not  prcachin-  to  you  ;  I  ,!., 
not  wan;  to  coincrl  \ou:  j  ain  ord\  i  \|dainiiii:  our  lifr." 

"In>tr\irt  nic.  inadani.."  >,ih1  (;odcl'roid,  (|iiii.'  conijuiTi'i 
"I  would  ui-h  not  to  fal  m  any  particular  of  yonr  ruhs." 

"You  would  find  tliat  to,,  i.iu.ii  to  do  ;  you  will  Iciirn  In  ,ie- 
grccH.  Above  all  tliin;.'s.  ii,  \,  r  .-peak  here  of  yonr  [)a>t  iniv 
fortunes,  wlihli  are  mere  eliild"-  ].lav  n<  eomptired  with  the 
terrihle  catastrophes  wiili  win   '    Cod  ha-  stricken  those  with 

whom  you  are  i,.i\\    livin^r 

All  the  time  .-li<-  -poke.  Ma<lai Ic  la  Clianterie  went  on 

pullinir  her  thread  tliroii-h  with  --tractim:  re<ridaritv;  hut 
at  this  full  stop,  she  raised  \u  r  head  and  looked  at  (lodefroi,]; 
she  .«aw  that  he  was  .-pdlhound  hv  the  thrilling:  .w,.,.tne.<  of 
her  voice,  which  had  indeed  a  -ort  of  apostolic  unction.  The 
youn.i,'  snfTerer  was  gazinjr  witli  a<lmirati,.n  at  the  reallv  extra- 
ordinary appearance  id'  ihi-^  woman,  whose  face  was  r.idiant, 
A  faint  tlush  tiiii.'ed  her  wa.v-white  checks,  her  eves  sparkl^'f], 
a  youthful  soul  jav,'  life  to  the  wrinkles  that  had  .■icpiirpil 
sweetness,  and  everytliisiir  al.out  her  invited  atfection.  (hkIp- 
froid  sit  measurim:  tln'  depth  of  the  iridf  that  parted  thi^ 
woman  from  vul-ar  Mini-:  he  .siw  that  she  had  attained  \n  an 
inacee.-ihie  Jieieht.  whither  r.'li^M'on  had  Lniided  her:  and  !!.■ 
was  still  too  nni.h  of  th.'  world  not  to  he  stunir  to  the  iiimk. 
not  to  lonir  to  L'o  down  into  that  ijulf  and  clim!)  to  the  shavii 
peak  where  .Ma, lame  de  la  Clianterie  stood,  and  to  stand  hv 
her  side.  While  he  j:ave  himself  up  to  a  thorough  stiidv  of 
this  woman,  he  related  to  her  all  the  nn^rtifications  of  hi-  life. 
all  he  could  not  say  at  Moni^eiiod's.  where  his  scdf-betraval  had 
heen  limited  to  a  stati'inent  (d'  his  position. 


THE  SKAMY   SII»i:  or   IFISTOUY 


81 


••|'H..r  rhiM'"" 

'\']:i-  irmtlifrly  oxflnmiit ion,  ilnijipitiL'  frnni  t!ii'  lip-  of  Ma- 
•    il'    l;i   Clmrit.Tii',    fell,   from   tunc  to  Inn.',   Iik<'  lifalin,!^ 

■  ■n   thf   VdiiriL'   iriJin'^    lif.iri 

\\  !  il  ''iiti    I   lirid  to  tak«'  tlir  ]>\;u-,-  of  so  riiativ  liop.'s  dc- 

'.  "f  Ml  iiiiicli  ili-a[i|iointrii  iilTrctior' '"  ^:iiil   tir  at   la«t. 

■  '  Mt  the  lady,  w  !io  -.■.•ttifd  lu-i  m  ri'Vin.'.  '"I  i.\uu'  lien'," 

.    '.'lit  (,n.  "to  reflect  and  make  up  my  iniii.l       [   have  hxi 

•!  \    iii'itlier — will  you   lake  her  place " 

•  I'.ui."  .-aid  .-he.  "'will  you  slmu    ini'  a  -ou's  olicdieriee?" 

•  ^  - -.  if  you  cHti  -liow  iiii^  the  Iendcriie-.<  that  exacts  it." 
\  ■  rv   Well  ;  we  will  try."  said  she. 

i.-'icfroid  held  out  his  haiul  to  t;d<c  that  which  flic  ladv 
■'•I'd  hirn.  anil  raided  it  reverently  to  his  lip«.  Madame  de 
I  liaiiterie's  hands  were  admirahly  formed — neither  wrin- 
Ki'  i.  linr  fat,  nor  thin  :  white  enouirh  to  move  a  vouiil'  woman 
tiM  n\v.  and  of  a  shajie  that  a  sculptor  mijrht  copy,  (iodefroid 
!;.i  i  .MJmired  these  haruls,  thinkini:  them  in  harnionv  with  tho 
•:■  Liniment  of  her  voice  and  the  heavenly  hltie  of  her  eve. 

•Wail  here."  said  Madame  de  la  Chanterie,  risin<.'  and  po- 
:iiu'  into  iier  own  room. 

ii'dcfroid  wa.s  deei)ly  agitated,  and  could  ma  think  lo  what 
hf  «a-  to  attribute  the  lady's  departure:  he  wa-  not  loft  long 
:''  ;-r[)le.\ity,  for  she  returned  with  a  i>ook  in  her  hand. 

■"ih  ri'.  my  dear  boy,"  said  -he,  -are  tlie  prescriptions  of  a 
[rr. .,'  licaler  of  souls.  When  thi'  things  of  everyday  life  have 
f;i:l'  d  to  pive  us  the  happiness  we  looked  for,  we  must  seek  in 

•  -:iicr  life,  and  here  is  the  kc\  to  that  new  world.  H(>ad  a 
ci::ii)!er  of  thls  book  morninp  and  eveninir;  hut  pive  it  your 
wii.'r  attention:  studv  everv  word  as  if  it  were  some  foreign 
'iirrjth'.  By  the  end  of  a  month  you  will  l)e  another  man.  For 
!";'v  years  now  have  I  read  a  chapter  e\crv  dav,  and  inv 
^■■T'     friends,  Nicolas,  Alain,  and  .Joseph,  would  no  more  omit 

'  "  m  they  would  miss  pointr  to  bed  and  L'ettina:  up  a^ain ; 

••■  '  ite  them  for  tho  love  of  (Jod — for  mv  -akf "  slio  said, 

'>i'!:  'iivine  serenity  and  diirtiified  confidence. 
'■  "lefroid   turned  the  book  round  and  read  on  the  hack 
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Imitation  of  Jrsiis  Clirisf.  The  old  lady";-  artlossne?s  and 
youthful  candor,  her  certainty  that  t-lic  was  (i')inj,'  him  <snu(\, 
confounded  the  ox-dandy,  ^iadaino  dc  la  Chantoric  had  ix- 
actly  the  niannor,  the  intense  satisfaction,  of  a  woman  who 
mi^ht  offer  a  hundred  tiiousand  francs  to  a  merchant  on  thf 
vcrgo  of  hankruptcy. 

"I  have  used  tliis  hook,"  ?ho  said,  "for  six-and-twenty  years, 
God  grant  that  its  use  may  prove  contagions!  Go  and  huv 
me  another  copy,  for  tlie  hour  is  at  hand  when  certain  pir,>on> 
are  coming  hen>  who  must  not  he  seen." 

(Jod(>froid  l)ow(>d  and  went  up  to  his  rooms,  where  he  tossed 
the  book  on  a  table,  exclaiming: 

"Poor,  dear  woman  I     There " 


The  hook,  like  ail  that  are  constantly  used,  fell  open  at  a 
particular  place.  Godefroid  sat  down  to  arrange  his  ideas  a 
little,  for  he  had  gone  through  more  agitation  that  morn  in;' 
than  he  had  in  the  course  of  the  most  stormy  two  months  of 
his  life:  his  curiosity  especially  had  never  i)een  so  stroriirlv 
excited.  Tlis  eyes  wandered  Tnechanically,  as  happen-  with 
men  when  their  minds  are  ahsorlied  in  meditation,  and  ftli 
on  the  two  pages  that  lay  facing  him.     He  read  as  follows:— 

"CHAPTER  XIT. 

"Ok  the  Roy.\l  Road  of  tiik  Holy  Cross." 

He  picked  up  the  volume,  and  this  paragraph  of  that  grand 
book  captivated  hiv  eyes  as  though  by  words  of  fire: 

"He  has  gone  before  you  carrying  His  cross,  and  died  fnr 
you.  that  you  too  might  have  str<'ngth  to  carrv  your  cr.i-s. 
and  be  willing  to  die  upon  the  Cross.     ..." 

"Go  where  you  will,  try  what  you  will,  you  will  not  find 
a  grander  way. or  a  safer  way.tlian  the  wav  of  the  Holv  Cross. 
Arrange  and  order  all  your  life  as  you  like  or  think  fit.  still 
you  will  find  that  you  will  always  have  something  to  suffor. 
by  your  own  choice  or  hv  necessitv:  and  so  vou  will  alwavs 
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Iwni  a  cross.     Fur  either  you  will  jiavi'  b(j(li!y  pain  t<»  bear, 
■,;•  ~  iiiie  trouble  of  the  t-pirit. 

■•><.iiietiiiies  (;o(|  will  leave  you  to  yourself,  sometimes  you 
H  i  Ik-  vexed  by  your  nei;:hbor,  aiul.  what  is  harder  than  all, 
'.'■■■:  uiil  often  be  wi'ary  of  yourself,  and  there  is  no  remedy 
..'■  -MJate  by  which  you  can  be  delivered  or  relieved.  Vou  wifl 
l:i\''  to  bear  your  trouble  as  lon^^  as  God  decrees.  For  He 
v.^iir.  you  to  learn  to  sutTer  trial  without  oon.-^olation.  to 
iunibly  to  Hi8  will,  and  to  become  humbler  by  means 


!nii 


ulations.'' 


-What  a  book !"  said  Godefroid  to  himself,  as  he  turned 
"V,  I  the  pages. 
.\iid  he  came  upon  those  words: 

•When  you  have  come  to  feel  all  trouble  sweet  and  pleasant 
i-r  'lie  love  of  Christ,  then  indeed  you  may  say  that  all  is 
'.v>  I  with  you  ;  you  have  made  for  yourself  a  heaven  on  earth." 

Iiriiated  hy  this  simplicity,  characteristic  of  strength,  and 
'  ;!ni::cd  at  being  vanquished  by  this  book,  ho  shut  it ;  but 
"11  !'ip  moT-occo  cover  he  .«aw  this  motto,  stamped  in  letters 
of-nld: 
">e(>k  only  that  which  is  eternal."' 
"And  have  they  found  it  hero?"'  he  wondered. 
11'  w<>nt  out  to  purchase  a  handsome  copy  of  the  Imitation 
-  I  >-risf,  remembering  that  :\radamo  de  la  Chanterie  would 
to  read  a  chapter  that  evening.     He  went  downstairs 
;  !  mto  the  street.     For  a  minute  or  two  he  remained  stand- 
L'  n.'ar  the  gate,  undecided  as  to  which  way  he  would  go, 
'1  \*on.lering  in  what  street,   and  at  what  "bookseller's  he 
ii^!  t  find  the  book  he  needed  ;  and  he  then  heard  the  heavy 
;■  i  of  the  outer  gate  shutting. 

'i  uo  mon  had  just  come  out  of  the  Hotel  do  la  rhanterie — 
r  the  reader,  if  he  has  understood  the  character  of  the  old 
"■■•'■■  will  have  recognized  it  as  an  ancient  family  mansion. 
I  'H.  when  she  had  called  (iodefroid  to  breakfast^  had  asked 
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r^i- 


him  how  lio  liad  .-Icpl  the  lir^l  iiigiil  at  llie  Hotel  de  la  Chau- 
terie,  laugliiiiy  a?  ;?iie  s^poko. 

Godfiroid  iullowod  thu  two  men,  with  no  idea  of  spying  on 
them;  and  ihey,  taking  him  lor  an  indiU'erenl  jta.-^er-by, 
talked  loud  enough  lor  iiim  to  hear  them  in  those  desiiuJ 
streets.  The  men  turned  down  the  Kue  Mussillon,  along 
by  the  side  of  Xotre-Uame,  and  aeross  the  Cathedral  55(|uare. 

"Well,  (lid  man,  you  see  how  easy  it  is  to  get  the  eupptTa 
out  of  *em  !     Vou  must  talk  their  lingo,  that  is  all." 

"But  we  owe  tlie  monev." 

"Who  to?- 

"To  the  lady " 

"I  should  like  to  see  myself  sued  for  debt  by  that  old 
image!     1  would "" 

"Vou  would  wliat? — You  would  pay  her,  I  can  tell  you." 

"You're  right  there,  for  if  I  paid  I  could  get  more  out  of 
her  afterwards  than  1  got  to-day." 

"But  wouldn't  it  be  better  to  take  their  advice  and  set  up 
on  the  square?" 

"Get  out !" 

"Since  she  said  she  could  find  some  one  to  stand  security?'' 

"But  we  should  have  to  give  up  life " 

"I  am  sick  of  life' — it  is  not  life  to  he  always  working  in 
the  vineyards " 

"Xo;  hut  didn't  the  Abbe  throw  over  old  Marin  the  oilier 
day.     He  wouldn't  give  him  a  thing.'' 

"Ay,  but  old  ilarin  wanted  to  play  such  a  game  as  no  one 
can  win  at  tiiat  luis  not  thousands  at  his  back." 

At  this  moment  the  two  men.  who  were  dressed  like  work- 
ing foremen,  suddenly  doidiled,  and  retraced  their  steps  to 
cross  tlic  bridge  by  the  Hotel-Dieu  to  the  I'lace  Maubert; 
Godefroid  stood  aside;  but  seeing  that  he  was  following  them 
closely,  the  juen  exchanged  hioks  of  suspicion,  and  they  were 
evidently  ve.<ed  at  having  s]>oken  out  so  plainly. 

Godefroid  was  indeed  all  the  more  interested  in  tiie  con- 
versation because  it  reminded  him  of  the  scene  between  the 
Abbe  de  Veze  and  the  workman  on  the  evening  of  his  first 
call. 
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•'Uliat  <:ofs  on  at  Madame  dc  la  Cliaiiterif's?"  lie  a.-^kod 
wiuM-lf  once  more. 

A-  iiL'  thought  over  this  (Hiestioii,  he  made  liis  way  to  a 

■ ,-!i'ip  in  the  Kue  Saiiit-Jae(|iu's,  and  ifturned  home  with 

„  \.iy  handsome  copy  of  the  best  edition  of  Thr  I iiiilaliun 
•lilt  has  been  published  in  France. 

A^  he  walked  slowly  homewards  to  be  punctual  to  the 
;,;!."'  r-hour,  he  went  over  in  his  miiul  all  his  experience  of 
•ill  iiuiriiing.  and  found  his  soul  singuhuly  ndreshed  bv  it. 
lit  ua~  possessed  indet-d  by  iiitt'iise  curiosity.  Init  that  curi- 

•  -.-'.  paled  before  an  indefinable  wish;  he  was  attracted  by 
Ma!. line  de  la  Chanterie,  he  felt  a  vi-hemeiit  longiiii,'  to  attach 
!ii!ii-'l[  to  her,  to  devote  himself  for  her.  to  plea.se  her  and 
■  iiMivc  her  praise;  in  short,  he  was  aware  of  a  Platonic  pas- 
-in!i:  he  felt  that   there  was   unfathomcd  jrreatness   in  that 

•  "ui.  and  that  he  niu.st  learn  to  know  it  thoroUL'hly.  He  was 
..iL'tr  Id  discover  the  secrets  of  the  life  of  these  i)ure-minded 
i'iilii<i!ics.  And  then,  in  this  little  congregation  of  the  Faith- 
ful, practical  religion  was  so  intimately  allird  wiih  all  that 
i-  I!l'■^t  majestic  in  the  Frenchwoman,  that  he  resolved  to  do 
!!l^  utmost  to  be  admitted  to  the  fold.  Such  a  vein  of  feeling 
hmuM  have  been  sudden  indeed  in  a  man  of  bu<y  life:  but 

•  ioiiiffoid,  as  we  have  seen,  was  in  the  position  (.f  a  ship- 
■iriiked  wretch  who  clings  to  the  most  fragile  bough,  hoping 
that  it  may  bear  him,  and  his  soul  was  ploughed  land,  ready 
in  rcrcive  any  seed. 

lb  found  the  four  gentlemen  in  tlie  drawing-room,  and 
y  fnsented  the  book  to  Madame  de  la  Chantirie.  saving: 

"1  would  not  leave  yon  without  a  copy  for  thi^  evening." 

'■*""!  grant,"  said  she,  looking  at  the  splendid  volume, 
"thai  this  may  be  your  hist  fit  of  elegance  I" 

■\'A  sooing  that  the  four  men  had  reduci'd  tlu'  smallest 
'''■tail-:  of  their  raiment  to  what  was  strictly  d(^cent  and  useful, 
nntifinfr  too  that  this  principle  was  rigorouslv  carried  out 
!n  (v^  rv  detail  of  the  house.  (Jodefroid  understood  the  purpose 
"f  ilii-  reproof  so  delicatelv  expressed. 

'■Madame."  said  he,  "the  men  you  benefited  this  morning 


nil 


mf^^^^^::cma^usm- 


ry: 


.ii^lrW: 


3(5 


tup:  seamy  sidk  of  history 


i  ^ 

'Jij  ■.-;..  ,- 

arc  iiiuii>tcis.  Witiiniii  init'iidinj:  it.  I  overheard  what  tlw 
were  ^avinf:  .is  lluy  ueiil  away,  ami  it  was  full  of  the  Ijlackest 
iiijrratitiule."" 

*'Tlio  two  iron-workers  from  tiie  Rue  Mouffetanl,"  said 
^ladame  dc  la  C'hanterie  to  Monsieur  Xienl;  "that  is  your 
concern- "" 

"The  fi>!i  uets  off  the  hook  more  tlian  once  before  it  is 
cauirht."  said   Monsieur  .Main,  lauirliini,'. 

Madame  de  la  Chanterie's  entire  indiiference  on  hearin;: 
of  the  immediate  ini:riititude  of  the  men  to  whom  she  had 
certainlv  driven  money  aiiKiziMl  (lodefroid,  who  hecanie 
thoughtful. 

Monsieur  .\hiin  and  tlie  old  lawyer  made  the  dinner  a 
cheerful  meal  :  hut  the  soldier  was  constantly  jrrave,  sad.  and 
cold;  his  countenance  hnre  the  ineradicalde  stamp  of  a  hitter 
sorrow,  a  [xTcnnial  u'rief.  Madame  de  la  Chanteric  was 
equallv  attentive  to  alh  (lodefroid  felt  that  he  was  watchod 
bv  these  men,  whose  i)rudi'nce  was  not  less  than  their  pioty, 
and  vanity  led  him  to  imitate  tlieir  reserve,  so  he  me;  ured 
his  words  carefully. 

This  fi-st  day.  indeed,  was  far  more  lively  than  those 
which  came  after,  (iodefroid.  findini:  himself  shut  out  from 
all  serious  matters,  was  ohli;:ed,  duriiij:  the  early  niornintr 
and  the  evcnin;:  when  he  was  alone  in  his  room.s,  to  read  The 
Imitation  of  Christ,  and  he  finally  studied  it  as  we  must  study 
a  l>ook  when  we  are  imprisoned  with  that  one  alor-.  We 
then  feel  to  the  ho(d\  as  we  should  towards  a  woman  with 
whom  we  dwell  in  .solitude:  we  must  either  love  or  hate  the 
w mian  :  and  in  the  same  way  we  must  enter  into  the  spirit 
of  the  author  or  not  read  ten  lines  of  his  work. 

Xow  it  is  impossilde  not  to  be  held  captive  by  The  Tmita- 
tinn.  which  is  to  do<rma  what  action  is  to  thouLdit.  The 
Catholic  spirit  thrills  throutrh  it.  moves  and  works  in  it, 
stnijrjilo.';  in  it  hand  to  hand  with  the  life  of  man.  That 
hook  is  a  trusty  friend.  11  s|)eak>  In  every  passion,  to  r-very 
diiliciillv.  even  to  Ihe  most  worldlv  :  it  answers  every  objection. 
it  is  more  eloquent  than  any  preacher,  for  it  speaks  with  your 
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^^^,j  voice— a  voice  that  rises  froiii  your  own  hciirt  and  that 
uM  ii.ar  with  vour  soul.  In  short,  it  i>  tlic  (io-pcl  int.Tpn-ted 
;,,;'„  adapted  to  all  times  and  seasons,  control  I  m.i:  .'U'ry  Mlua- 
;,.:  It  is  stranj;e  indeed  thai  the  Chureh  ^houhl  not  liave 
!;„^,nized  (ierson'^  for  the  Holy   Spirit  certainly  guided  his 

'in  (iodefroid  the  }16tel  de  la  ("hanterie  contained  a  woman 
a.  uril  as  a  book;  every  day  he  was  more  ami  more  bewitched 
in  hrr.  In  her  he  found  ilowers  buried  under  the  snow  of 
,n;inv  winters;  he  ha<l  glimp-^es  of  such  a  sacred  friendship 
a?  rcliu'ion  sanctions,  as  the  angels  smile  on— as  houml  those 
tiv...  in  fact— and  against  which  no  evil  could  prrvad.  There 
;-  I  -mtiment  superior  to  all  others,  an  alfection  of  soui  for 
?,v,)l  which  resembles  those  rare  blossoms  that  grow  on  the 
loftic-^t  peaks  of  the  earth.  One  or  two  examples  are  shown 
u-  in  a  ccnturv;  lovers  are  sometimes  united  by  it;  and  it 
arM,init>  for  certain  faithful  attachments  which  would  be 
ir.^'xpluable  bv  the  ordinary  laws  of  the  world.  In  such  an 
an,!<hnicnt  there  are  no  (lisap])ointments.  im  <iitTerences,  no 
vanities,  no  rivalries,  no  contrasts  even,  so  intimately  fused 
arc  two  spiritual  natures. 

1;  wa>  this  immense  and  infinite  feeling,  the  outcome  of 
Catholic  charity,  that  (Jodefroid  was  beginning  to  dream  of. 
\r  iMiirs  he  could  not  believe  in  the  specta<-le  before  his  eyes, 
an.l  he  sought  to  fin<l  reasons  for  the  >ublime  friendships 
hetwcen  these  five  person.-,  wondering  to  find  tru(>  Catholics, 
ChriMians  of  the  most  primitive  type,  in  Taris.  and  in  1836. 

A  week  after  entering  the  house,  (iodefroid  had  seen  such 
a  I  n-nber  of  people  come  and  go,  he  had  overheard  fragments 
.1  ,.,nvcrsation  in  whi.-h  such  serious  matters  were  discussed. 
Thai  he  understood  that  the  exi>tencc  of  this  council  of  five 
\v,i.  full  of  prodisxious  activity.  He  noticed  that  not  one  of 
".  PI  -lept  more  than  six  hours  at  most.  Ivich  of  them  had. 
i^  it  were,  lived  through  a  first  day  h(.fore  they  met  at  the 
-'  '!.l  breakfast.  Stransjers  brongbi  in  or  carried  away  sums 
nf  lu^.nev,  sometimes  rather  considerable.     MongeiiodV  cashier 
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famo  very  nftcii.  alwiivt-  f.irly  in  the  inornin^,',  so  that  his 
work  in  the  hank  .-lioiild  not  be  iiitorforfd  wilii  by  this  bii>i- 
ness.  which  W!i>  indcptiulcnt  of  the  ri.'j,'uhir  afTairs  of  tlir 
House. 

One  cvcninp  Monsieur  >Jonf;eno(l  himself  called,  and  (iodc- 
froid  observed  a  toucli  of  lilial  familiarity  in  his  tone  to  Mon- 
sieur Alain,  minfrled  witli  the  deej)  respect  he  showed  to  him. 
as  to  Madame  de  la  Chanterie's  three  other  boarders. 

'I'hat  eveninji  the  banker  only  asked  (lodefroid  the  mo.-^t 
ordinary  questions:  Was  he  com  fort  able?  Did  he  mean  te 
sta\  ?  and  so  forth,  advisinp  him  to  pensevere  in  his  determina- 
tion. 

"Thorp  is  but  one  thing  wanting  to  make  me  happy,"  said 
Godefroid. 

"And  what  is  that?"  said  the  banker. 

"An  occupation." 

"An  occupation !"  cried  the  Abbe  de  Veze.  "Then  yon 
have  changed  your  mind;  vou  came  to  our  retreat  in  search 
of  rest." 

"Rut  without  prayer,  which  gives  life  to  the  cloister:  with- 
out meditation,  wliich  peoples  the  desert,  rest  becomes  a  dis- 
ease," said   Monsieur  Joseph  sententiously. 

"Learn  bookkeeping."  said  Mongenod,  smiling.  "In  the 
course  of  a  few  months  you  may  be  of  great  use  to  my  friendi= 
here "' 

"Oh,  with  the  greatest  pleasure,"  exclaimed  Godefroid. 

The  next  day  was  Sunday.  Madame  de  la  Chanterio  dr- 
sired  her  boarder  to  give  iier  his  arm  and  to  escort  her  to 
High  Mass. 

"This."  she  said,  "is  the  only  thing  I  desire  to  force  upon 
you.  Many  a  time  during  tiie  week  I  have  been  moved  to 
speak  to  you  of  your  -alvation;  Itut  1  do  not  think  the  tini<' 
has  come.  You  would  have  plenty  to  occupy  you  if  you  shareil 
our  beliefs,  for  you  would  also  share  nur  labors."' 

.\t  Mass.  (iodefroid  observed  the  fervency  of  ^lessieurs 
Nicolas,  Joseph,  and  Alain.  Having,  during  these  few  day.-. 
convinced  himself  of  the  superior  intellect  of  these  three  men. 
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•^,■;^  perspicacity,  extensive   learninp.  and  lofty   spirit,   he 
,.,!;,  Iiuled  that  if  they  couhl  thus  ahase  themselves,  the  fath- 
':,   n'liirion  must  contain  mysteries  which  had  hitherto  cs- 
,;; .  I  his  ken. 

•And,  after  all,"  said  he  to  himself,  "it  is  tlii'  relij.Mun  of 
!',i-ii(t.  of  Pascal,  of  Kacine,  of  Saint-Loui,-,  of  Louis  XVI., 
f  i.'.iphael.  Michael  Anundo.  and  Xiiiienc-.  of  Bayard  and 
i„  Ciioflin — and  how  should  such  a  poor  creature  as  I  com- 
•;i!v  myself  with  these  great  brains,  statesmen,  poets,  war- 
r.nr K' 

\V.  !•■  it  not  that  a  great  lesson  is  to  he  derived  from  these 
•nvi.il  details,  it  would  t)e  fooli>-li  in  such  times  a-^  these  to 
iwrll  on  them;  l)ut  they  are  indisp»'nsal)le  to  the  interest  of 
ir-  iiiirrative,  which  the  readers  of  our  day  will,  indeed,  find 
:r  iiiird  to  believe,  beginning  as  it  does  by  an  almost  ridiculous 
;;„;,],, I, t — the  influence  exerted  by  a  wonuni  of  sixty  over  a 
vhun..'  man  who  had  tried  everything  and  found  it  wanting. 

"You  did  not  pray,'"  said  Madame  de  la  Chanterie  to  Gode- 
fr  iii!  as  they  came  out  of  Notre-Dame.  "Not  for  any  une,  not 
■veil  for  the  peace  of  your  mother's  soul  I" 

(indrfroid  reddened,  but  said  nothing. 

"Do  me  the  pleasure,"  Madame  de  la  Chanterie  went  on, 
"to  go  to  your  room,  and  not  to  come  ilowu  to  the  drawing- 
roniii  for  an  hour.  And  for  the  love  of  me,  meditate  on  a  chap- 
the  Imitation — the  first  of  the  Third  Hook,  entitled  'On 
r  Speaking  within  the  F.uthfcl  Soul."  " 
>froid  bowed  coolly,  and  went  upstairs. 

"Th.'  Devil  take  'em  all !"  he  exclaimed,  now  really  in  a 
'a-.  "What  the  deuce  do  they  want  of  me  here?  What  game 
ID'  they  jdaying?  Pshaw  I  Every  woman,  even  the  veriest 
!iii:"t.  is  full  of  tricks,  and  if  ^radame"  (the  tiame  th(^  board- 
■r*  LMve  their  hostess)  "does  not  want  me  down^tai^s.  it  is 
!«' iv.^e  they  are  plotting  something  against  me." 

\V:th  this  notion  in  his  head,  he  tried  to  look  out  of  his 
f'wn  uindow  into  that  of  the  drawing-room,  but  the  plan  of 
tbo  hnilding  did  not  allow  of  it.  Then  he  went  down  one 
tliir'ht.  but  hastily  ran  up  again:  for  it  struck  him  that  in  a 
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houst?  where  tlie  prineipnl  iiilial)itants  held  such  Ptriet  prin- 
ciples, an  act  of  opioiiajic  would  lead  to  his  imnicdiate  div 
niissal.  Now,  to  lose  the  esteem  of  those  live  persons  seemed 
to  hini  as  serious  a  inatttT  as  pul)lic  di>hoiior. 

He  waited  about  thrcc-tiuartcrs  of  an  hour,  resolved  to 
take  Madame  de  la  ('liant<ric  by  surprise,  and  to  jro  down  ;i 
little  before  the  time  she  had  named,  lie  intended  te  I'X- 
ciise  hims<'lf  by  a  lib.  sayiiijr  that  his  watch  was  in  faidt,  and 
twenty  minutes  too  fast.  He  went  down  cautiously,  without 
a  sound,  and  on  reachin<:  the  drawiuir-room  door  opened  it 
suddenly. 

He  saw  a  man,  still  y<>un)z  but  already  famous,  a  poet  whom 
he  had  often  met  in  society.  Victor  de  Vernisset,  kneeling  on 
one  knee  before  Madame  de  la  Chanterie  and  kissinjj  the  hem 
of  her  frown.  The  sky  fallinj:  in  .-jdinters  as  if  it  were  made  of 
crystal,  as  the  ancients  l)(dieved.  would  have  amazed  (iode- 
froid  less  than  this  siirht.  The  Tuost  shockini.'  ideas  hesiesred 
his  brain,  and  the  reaction  was  even  more  terrible  when,  just 
as  he  was  about  to  utter  the  first  sarcasm  that  rose  to  his  !ip«, 
he  saw  Monsieur  .Main  standing:  in  a  corner,  countin<i  thou- 
sand-franc noti's. 

In  an  instant  X'ernisset  had  started  to  his  feet.  Good  Mon- 
sieur .Main  stared  in  astonishment.  Madame  de  la  Chanterie 
flashed  a  look  that  pctrilied  (Jodefroid.  for  the  doubtful  ex- 
pression in  the  new  bnarder's  fac(>  had  not  e.«caped  her. 

"Monsieur  is  one  of  us,"  sh(>  said  to  the  young  author,  in- 
troducinjj  (iodefroid. 

"You  are  a  hapin-  man.  my  dear  fellow."  said  Vernisset. 
"You  are  saved!— I'.ut.  madame."  he  went  on,  turnin.sr  to 
Madame  de  la  Chanterie.  '"if  all  Paris  coidd  have  seen  nie.  I 
should  he  dtdi.i:hted.  Xothiiii:  can  ever  pay  my  debt  to  vou. 
T  am  your  slave  for  ever  I  I  am  yours,  body  and  soul.  Com- 
mand in  wliatever  you  will.  T  will  obey;  my  <rratitude  knows 
no  bounds.     I  owe  you  mv  life — it  is  yours." 

"Come,  come."  said  tlu'  uorthy  Alain,  "do  not  be  rash. 
Only  work:  and.  altove  all.  never  attack  relijrion  in  your  writ- 
ings.— .\nd  remember  vou  are  in  debt.'' 
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111  liandi'd  liiiii  an  I'livcldpc  liulgiiig  with  tlic  banknotes 
hi  iiiiil  coiintiMl  out.  \'iil(ir  tie  ViTiiissot's  eyes  filled  witii 
t,;ir-.  ill'  ropeetl'ully  kifSed  Madiinie  de  la  Chanterie's 
h.iiiii.  and  went  away  after  sliakin<r  liands  with  Monsieur 
.\l:i:i  and  witli  (iodel'niid. 

Vnii  did  not  oln'y  Madame."  said  tlie  j^oixl  man  soit'innly  ; 
iinil  lii>  face  had  an  expression  of  sadness,  sueli  as  (lodefroid 
ii;ii:  not  vet  seen  on  it.  "That  is  a  <apital  crime.  If  it  oo- 
rui-  auain,  we  must  part. — It  would  lie  very  hard  on  you, 
it!'  !■  iiavinfr  .-eeined  worthy  of  our  eoniiiienee "' 

■My  dear  Ahiin,"  saitl  Madame  de  la  Clianterie.  "bo  so 
i."""l.  for  my  sake,  as  to  say  notliin^'  of  this  aet  of  folly.  We 
i;i;i-!  not  e.xpeet  too  mueh  of  a  newcomer  wiio  has  had  no 
lT'  i!  M)rrows,  who  has  no  reli^iion — who  has  notiiinjr,  in 
fa  :.  lint  jireat  curiosity  eoncerninj.'  every  vocation,  and  who 
,i>  \'i  docs  not  believe  in  us." 

"I'lirgive  me.  madame."  replied  (iodefroid.  "From  this 
niuiii'nt  I  will  be  worthy  of  you;  1  submit  to  every  tost  you 
i:i;i\  tliiiik  necessary  before  initiatin;:  me  into  tlie  M'cret  of 
vniir  lai)ors;  and  if  Monsieur  the  Abbe  will  undertake  to  en- 
hL'iiien  me.  I  give  myself  up  to  him.  soul  and  reason." 

Tlicsc  words  made  Madame  de  la  Clianterie  so  liapjiy  that 
i  f.iint  flush  rose  to  her  cheeks,  she  clasped  (Jodefroid's  hand 
ami  [iressod  it,  sayin<r,  with  strange  emotion.  "That  is  well!" 

In  the  evening,  after  dinner,  Godofroid  saw  a  Vioar-Gcn- 
rral  iif  the  Diocese  of  Paris,  who  came  to  call,  two  canons, 
twn  ri'tired  nuiyors  of  Paris,  and  a  lady  who  devoted  herself 
!'i  lii"  poor.  There  was  no  gambling;  the  conversation  was 
L'l  n.  ral.  and  cheerful  without  being  futile. 

A  visitor  who  greatly  surprise<l  (iodefroid  was  the  Coin- 
;.--'  di'  Saint-Cygnc.  one  of  the  loftiest  stars  of  the  aristo- 
ratii  spheres,  whoso  drawing-room  was  (|uite  inaccessible 
to  ti).'  citizen  class  and  to  parvenus.  The  mere  pres(>ncc  of 
tin-  L'l-eat  lady  in  Madame  de  la  Chanterie's  room  was  sudi- 
'  'iiiiy  amazing;  but  the  way  in  which  tlu'  two  women  mvt 
ii!' '  treated  each  other  was  to  (oxlefroid  <jiiite  inexplicable, 
I'll   it  bore  witness  to  an   intimacy  and  constant  intercourse 
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wliicli  prov("(l  llic  lu<;li  merit  uf  .Madaiiii'  dt'  la  Chantorie. 
Matlaiiie  dc  Saint-Cv^iit'  was  <rracii)iis  ami  frii'ii'Ily  {<<  her 
friend's  four  t'rii'iids,  and  very  rcsi'ci  tfiil  to  Monsicui  Nico- 
las. 

As  iiiav  lie  .-('cn,  social  vanity  still  had  a  hold  oi  limi,  iioni, 
who,  hitherto  undceided.  now  determined  to  yield,  wiih  or 
without  cotivietion.  to  everythinir  Madame  de  la  (  luiiitcrie 
and  her  frien(N  mijiht  re(niire  of  him.  to  -uieeed  in  hoinfr 
atliliated  hy  them  to  their  Order,  or  initiated  into  their  >errot>. 
promising:  him.-rlf  iliat  until  then  he  would  not  detinitcly 
commit   himself. 

On  the  followinir  ditv.  he  went  to  the  hookkeeper  reconi- 
monded  hv  Madame  ilc  la  Chanterie,  iiuMved  with  him  as  to 
the  hours  when  they  were  to  work  toixelher.  and  so  disponed 
of  all  his  time:  for  the  At)l)e  de  Veze  was  to  cateehize  liim  in 
the  morning,  he  spent  two  hours  of  every  day  Iparnini:  boni<- 
kce])in<,',  and  hetween  hreakfast  and  dinner  he  worked  at  the 
exorcises  and  inia<,nnary  commercial  correspondence  set  him 
by  his  master. 

Some  few  days  thus  pass(>d.  durinfr  which  Gndefrnid 
learned  the  charm  of  a  life  of  which  every  hour  has  its  em- 
ployment. The  recurrence  of  the  same  dutie-^  at  fi.xed  ho\ir=. 
and  perfect  rejrularity.  sullieiently  account  for  many  happy 
lives,  and  prove  how  deeply  the  founders  of  religious  nrder? 
had  meditated  on  huimin  nature.  (Jodefroid.  who  had  inaih 
up  his  mind  to  learn  of  the  .\l)l)e  de  Vv/.o.  had  already  hojnni 
to  feel  qualms  as  to  his  future  life,  and  to  discover  that  he 
was  ifrnorant  of  the  importance  of  reli.frious  matters. 

Finally,  day  liy  day.  Mailame  de  la  Chanterie.  with  whom 
he  always  sat  for  about  an  ho\)r  after  the  second  breakf;i4, 
revealed  some  fresh  treasures  of  her  nature:  he  had  never 
conceived  of  goodness  so  complete,  so  all-embracing.  A  wo- 
man as  old  as  Madame  de  la  Chanterie  seemed  to  he  ha?  nono 
of  the  triviality  of  a  young  woman:  she  is  a  friend  who  may 
otTer  you  every  feminine  dainty,  who  displays  all  the  grace 
and  refinement  with  which  Nature  inspires  woman  to  plen^o 
man.  but  who  no  longer  asks  for  a  return  ;  she  may  be  e.xo- 


THE  SKAMY  8II>K  OK  IlIsroUY 


43 


fr.v 


or  cMi'iisit- 


fur  nil  lirr  di'iiiii' 


on    lif>'  an    luuiii 


ith  till'  !>kir!  -or  an'  dciul ;  and  Madame  ih'  la  Chnmorio 


wa>  I 


•\MlllSltC 


i-rcii 


d 


iii'vcr  to  have  briii   voini-' 


Imt 


liiok-    ncVcP    ^po 


kf    if  tilt 


-t. 


ir  tioiii  aliavih''  Ins  cnri 


itv  (iodi'froid's  increased  intiin. '-v  with  this  Kcaiitiful  eliar- 


anii  the  di-coveries  he  made  dav  In   (hiv,  iiu  r«a- 


i|(-;iv  to  know  so 
'!  Mil  li''  now  saw 


niethin;,'  of  the  |)n'viou>  history  of  the 


lug 
wo'- 


iiil.     II ail  slio  'Ver  loved?     Had  she 
rv'wd'f     Had  she  In  ■  n  a  mother?     There  wa-  nothing 


■     ■    '         *rr^ 
MOIlliin     O 


stivi'  o;  tln'  old  maid  ;  she  iiad  all  tli 


■Liaiiec  o 


f 


U'lnh 


-II1I 


f  ii    ih:  and  her  stron>i  health,  ami   ih.'  extraor- 

:,ir\   charm  of  her  conversation,  seemed   to  reveal  a   licav- 

.    life,  u  sort  of  i;.'noranee  of  the  world.      Fv\eej)t  in.i:  the 

v  and  cheerful  Alain, all  these  persons  had  known  MilTer- 

!  it   Monsieur  Nicolas  himself  seemed  to  jrive  the  palm 

ir...rdom  to  Madame  de  la  Clianterie;  nevertheless,  the 

■rv  of  her  sorrow-  was  so  entirely  -npi)res-''d  l)y  Catholic 

u'liation,  and  her  secret  occupation-,  that   -ho  scorned  to 

.1   been  always  happy. 

•Vou  are  the  life  of  vour  friends."  said  (^.odefroid  to  hor 


ilav. 


[  on  are 


tlie  hond  that  nnites  tlie 


m 


iou  arc  tho 
11 


h'l  Hi'kecper.  so  to  speak,  of  a  jrreat  woi     .  and  as  we  are  a 
ii:-rlal,   I   cannot    hut   wonder   what    would   hoc-   no  of  your 
ii<-'ii  iafion  without  you." 

"Ves.  that  is  what  thov  fear;  hut   Providoncc — to  whom 
W"  owe  our  hookki'cper. 


lid  she  witl 


1  a  sm 


I' — "will  doubt- 


irovido.     However.  I  shall  think  it  ove 


\nd  will  your  bookkeeper  soon  find  himself  at  work  for 


vour  husinoss?"  a 


skod  Oodefroid.  lau£rhin£r. 


That  must  depen( 


1  (m 


him. 


she  said  with  a  smile. 


Tf 


!-  sincoroly  relijjions.  tnily  pious,  has  not  the  smallest  con- 
it  does  not  trouble  his  head  about  the  wealth  of  the  ostab- 
-'iinent.  and  endeavors  to  ri-e  siiperior  to  petty  social  con- 
ilrrntions  by  soarintr  on  the  winps  God  has  bestowed  on 


'Which  are  thev 


•Simplicity  and  purity,"  replied  Madame        la  Chanterie 
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"Voiir  iLrn'Tiiiici'  prnvcs  ilml  ymi  iiciliTi  r.inlinj:  voiir  ti'ink," 
slic  iiili!.  li.  hiu;^!!!!)!:  at  the  iiiihH  rtii  Imp  -In-  liiid  liiiil  tn  ,\\^. 
coviT  wlicihcr  (iiiilffmi.l  ri.nl  t!ir  I nKhilmii  of  Clirisf.  '-S.,;)!; 
ymir  niiii>l  ii;  Snint   r.iul's  (  hnpiiT  mi  Cliaritv.     It  is  nut  voii 

will)  will  111-  (IcViitnl  t'l  II-.  lull  We  ti)  voii,"'  -.lie  said  witii  ,1 
lofty  luuk,  "iiiid  It  uill  lie  ymir  [i;irt  to  kcrp  iircoiuit  of  iIm' 
^TiMlcst  ri(  lies  ever  p(,>si'sscd  \t\  miv  -ovn-iL'n  :  wmi  will  luiw 

I'"'  ^iii iijuyiiiciit  of  tlictii  a-  ui'  li.ui- :  ami  lit  nir  tell  vmi,  if 

you  ri'ini'tiilMi-  lln'  TliMii-aiid  and  (»iif  XiLrhts.  that  the  tn.i-- 
iircs  i)f  Aladdin  an'  as  rintliin;:  in  ((uniiari-dii  with  ours,  in- 
deed, for  a  year  pa-t,  we  lia\e  not  known  what  to  do;  it  Wiu 
too  Illlleh   for  lis.      We  lie<'ded  a   liookkeeper." 

As  she  spoke  she  studied  (lodefroidV-  t'ace ;  he  knew  riot 
what  to  tliink  of  this  stratiire  eonlideiice  :  l.ul  the  scene  Ix^. 
tween  Madame  de  la  Chaiiteric  and  the  elder  Madame  Moii^'c- 
nod  had  often  reeiirred  to  him,  and  he  hesitated  between 
ilouht  and  l)"lief. 

"Yes,  you   would    he  very    fortunate!"  said   slie. 

(lodefroid  was  .■io  consumed  hy  ciiriosif v.  that  from  tliiit 
instant  he  resolved  to  undermine  the  reserve  of  the  fmir 
friends,  and  to  ask  llieni  al)out  tlicmselves.  Now,  of  all 
^radnino  de  la  riiantorie's  hoarders,  the  one  who  most  at- 
tractf'd  r.odefroid,  and  who  was  the  most  fllti'd  in  all  wavs 
to  invite  the  sympathy  of  people  of  every  class,  was  the  kiiidlv, 
cheerful,  and  nnatf.'cted  Monsieur  Alain.  Hy  what  mean.'* 
had  IVovidenee  iruided  this  .simple-minded  heintr  to  tlii'^  >-c- 
ular  convent,  where  the  votaries  lived  under  rules  as  sfridly 
observed,  in  perfect  freedom  and  in  the  midst  of  Paris,  as 
thou^rh  they  were  under  the  sternest  of  Priors?  What  <lrania. 
what  catastrophe,  had  mad(>  him  turn  aside  from  his  nud 
throu<:h  the  world  to  take  a  path  so  hard  to  tread  across  the 
troubles  of  a  great  city? 


One  eveninjr  Oodefroid  determined  to  call  on  his  neijrhbor, 
with  the  purpose  of  sati-fvinLT  a  curiosity  which  was  nioro 
excited  by  the  incredibility  of  any  catastrophe  in  such  a  man'? 
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lif   !,::in  it  could  have  been  by  the  expectation  of  listening  to 
,,  rrible  episode  in  the  life  of  a  pirate. 

<>i  cariii;:^  the  reply.  "Come  in,"  in  answer  to  two  modest 
raji^  .>n  the  door,  (iodefroid  turni'd  the  key,  which  was  always 
;!i  v.ic  lock,  and  found  Monsieur  Alain  seated  in  his  chimney 
.  :ih  1-.  readinj^  a  chapter  of  the  Imitatiou  before  goinf^  to 
:.,!  hv  the  light  of  two  wax  candles  with  green  shades,  such  as 
'.viii-t-|ilavers  use.  The  worthy  man  had  on  his  trousers  and 
.1  '!iv-mg-gown  of  thick  gray  tlannel;  his  feet  were  raised  to 
\hf  \r\r\  of  the  fire  on  a  has.sock  worked  in  cross-stitch — as 
iii-  -Iippers  were  also — by  Madame  de  la  Chanterie.  His 
-trikitig  old  head,  with  its  circlet  of  white  hair,  almost  re- 
-riiiMiiig  that  of  an  old  monk,  stood  out,  a  ligliter  spot  against 
ill.    Innwn  background  of  an  immense  armchair. 

.M'.ii>ii'ur  Alain  quietly  laid  his  book,  with  its  worn  cor- 
!;■.--.  'Ill  the  little  table  with  twisted  legs,  while  with  the  other 
!:aiiii  lie  waved  the  young  man  to  the  .second  armchair,  remov- 
;iii;  h\<  glasses,  which  nipped  the  end  of  his  no.«e. 

"Arr  vou  unwell,  that  you  have  come  down  so  lateV  he 
■i-k-i. 

•'I'lar  Monsieur  Alain,"  Godefroid  frankly  replied.  "I  am 
It  prw  to  curiosity  which  a  single  word  from  you  will  prove 
■n  i"  vcrv  innocent  or  very  indiscreet,  and  that  is  enough  to 
-ii'U  vdu  in  what  spirit  1  shall  venture  to  a-^k  a  question." 

■■<'ii.  ho!  and  what  is  it?"  said  he,  with  an  almost  mischicv- 
KVi-  -[larkle  in  his  eye. 

"W  hat  was  the  circumstance  (hat  induced  you  to  lead  the 
lifr  vou  lead  here?  For  to  embrace  such  a  doctrine  of  utter 
r.  ii;ii:i  intion,  a  man  must  Ite  disgusted  with  the  world,  must 
:;rw    lic.n  deeply  wounded,  or  have  wounded  others." 

Why,  why,  my  boy?"  replied  the  old  man,  and  !iis  full 
•  l\i-  ['iirted  in  one  of  those  smiles  which  nurde  his  ruddy  mouth 
!i,  (it  the  most  affectionate  tliat  the  genius  of  a  painter  could 
"!'  ive  of.  "May  he  not  feel  touched  to  the  deepest  pity  by 
'::  iirht  of  the  woes  to  be  seen  within  tiie  walls  of  Paris? 
1'  '  *<iint  Vincent  de  I'aul  need  the  goad  of  remorse  or  of 
w..;i;,.i((i  vanity  to  devote  himsi'lf  to  foundling  babes?" 
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'"Such  nil  iiiiswi'r  sliuts  my  mouth  all  ihc  mort'  elTeftiiiillv, 
bffiiusi'  if  ever  a  >oul  was  a  match  for  that  of  the  Ciiristian 
hero,  it   is  yours,"'  replii'd   Godcfroid. 

In  spite  of  the  thickening  jriven  Ijy  a<re  to  l;i:-.  yellow  and 
wrinkled  face,  the  old  man  colored  crimson,  for  he  might 
seem  to  have  invited  the  eulogium,  though  his  well-known 
modesty  forbade  the  idea  that  he  had  thought  of  it.  (iodo- 
froid  knew  full  well  that  Madaiue  de  la  Chanterie's  guests  had 
no  taste  for  this  kind  of  incense.  .\nd  yet  ;:ood  Mon-ieur 
Alain's  guilelessness  was  more  distressed  by  this  scruple  than 
a  young  maid  would  have  been  by  some  evil  suggestion. 

"Though  I  am  far  from  resembling  iiim  in  spirit."  replied 
Monsieur  Alain.  "1  ccrtaiidy  am  like  him  in  appearance " 

fJodefroid  was  aixmt  to  speak,  but  was  checked  by  a  ges- 
ture from  the  old  man.  whose  nose  had  in  fact  the  bulbou? 
appearance  f)f  the  Saint*-,  and  whose  i'ace.  mu(di  like  that  of 
some  old  vinedrc.-ser.  was  the  very  duplicate  of  the  coarse, 
eonuiion  (ountt'nance  of  the  foundrr  of  tlie  Foundling  Hos- 
pital. ".As  to  that,  you  are  riglit."  hr  ucnt  on:  *"mv  vocaiin;; 
to  thi-  work  was  the  ri'-iilt  of  an  impulse  of  rcpeiitanci'  in 
conseijiienco   of   an   adventure " 


"An  adventure!  You  I""  said  Codcfmid  softly,  who  at  this 
word  forgot  what  he  had  been  about  to  say. 

"Oh.  th(>  story  I  have  to  t'dl  will  >ccm  to  vou  a  mere  triflo. 
a  foolish  business:  liut  before  thr  tribunal  of  conscience  i< 
looked  (lid'crcnt.  If.  after  having  hcan!  me.  vou  persi-t  in 
your  wish  to  join  in  our  labors,  you  will  understand  thai  f  i ';- 
ings  are  in  inverse  proportion  to  our  strength  of  soul,  and  that 
a  nuitler  which  wo\dd  not  I  rouble  a  Freethinker  ma\  irrcatly 
weigh  on  a  feeble  ("hristian." 

.\ft<r  this  prelude,  the  ncopjivte'-  curiositv  had  risen  t'.  .1: 
indescnbable  pitidi.  W'tiat  lonld  ln'  the  crime  of  this  gooi! 
soul  whom  .Ma<lame  de  la  ( 'lianti-rn'  hail  nicknamed  I'.or 
Paschal  Laiiih?  It  was  ,1-  exciring  as  a  book  entitled  Th'' 
('nines  of  a  Slir,  p.  Slieep.  perhaps,  are  fertcious  to  the  griis- 
and  flowers.  If  we  li-ttn  to  oni'  of  the  mildest  republican-  nf 
our  liay.  the  best  cr(>alures  living  are  cruel  to  something.   But 
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Monsieur  Alain  I     Ho,  who.  liko  Stcrno's   Tnclo  Toby, 

not  fTush  a  fly  when  it  had  ?tun<r  him  twenty  times  I 

licaiitiful  soul — tortured  by  repentance! 

M'  reflections  filled  up  the  pause  made  by  tiio  old  man 

■   he   had   said,    "Listen,   then !''   and   durinir   which   he 

.(I  forward  the  footstool  under  Godefroid's  feet  that  they 

It  ^hare  it. 

"I  was  a  little  over  thirty,"  said  lie;  "it  was  in  the  year  '08, 
>..  Iir  MS  I  recollect,  a  time  when  youuff  men  of  thirty  had 
;!  r  ,  \|M'ri('iice  of  men  of  sixty.  ()n(>  niornin<r,  a  little  before 
iiiv  lircakl'ast  hour  at  nini'  o'clo(>k,  my  old  housekeeper  an- 
iiMiiiiii'd  one  of  the  few  friends  left  to  me  by  the  stortiis  of 
'■•  III  volution.  So  my  first  words  wen-  to  ask  him  to  break- 
f;iM  My  friend,  wlio.-e  name  was  Monj^iMiod,  a  vount:  fellow 
nf  •  ii;ht-an(!-twenty.  accepted.   [)iU    with  some  hesitancy.     I 

iiiii!  not  seen   him  since  nii:5 " 

■"Monjrenod  I"  cried   (iodefroid.  "the ?" 


•  if  von  want  to  know  the  end  of  the  story  before  the  be- 
L  .nnin^'."  th"  old  man  put  in  with  a  smile.  'Miow  am  1  to  tell 
i* 

i.'Micfroid  settled  himself  with  an  air  tliat  promised  perfect 

.=iirll.,. 

■■Uhi-n  Monjrrnod  had  -seated  himself,"*  the  {rood  man  went 
on.  "i  observed  that  his  shoes  were  dreadfully  worn  His 
ip.!t!,.(l  stockin.i:s  had  been  so  .-iften  washed,  that  it  was  iiard 
to  rtioirnize  thai  they  were  if  -ilk.  His  knee-i)reeches  were 
of  r.itikeen-colored  kerse\ineri\  .^o  faded  as  to  tell  of  long 
w.  ir.  I  mphasized  by  stains  in  inanv  places,  and  their  buckles, 
jn-''  .111  of  steel,  -eenieil  to  me  to  be  of  common  iron  :  his  shoe- 
iiii  !e-  were  to  match.  His  flowered  white  waistcoat,  yellow 
■  'h  ioiiu-  n-e.  lii<  shirt  with  its  f raved  pleate'i  frill,  revealed 
r-Mie  ihonirh  ilecent  poverlv.  Fitiallv.  his  coat — a  Ixntppr- 
■ ,  as  we  calieil  >ucb  a  coat,  with  a  -niirle  collar  like  a  ver^' 
1  cqx^ — wa-  enoiiLfii  to  a-sure-  me  -h-.i*  my  friend  had 
n  on  JKid  tinic-  This  coat  of  nut-brown  eloth.  extremely 
ihare.  and  liriished  with  exco-ive  ear'-,  !iad  a  rim  of 
M-  or  powdiT  round  the  collar,  and  buttons  otT  which  the 
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[ilHlinir  !iiiii  wnrii  in  tlic  ciiiiptr.  In  f.ict,  th"  wliolo  outfit  »a> 
so  wretched,  that  I  conld  tict  Inar  t<>  lodk  at  it.  Hi-  crush 
hat — a  seriiieirctilar  >li-iieture  of  lira\er,  w  Mich  it  was  thn 
custntiiary  to  carrv  under  one  arm  instead  "f  wearin<r  it  •  ■ 
the  head — must  liave  snrviverl  main  ehanjres  of  irnverntiH  •  • 

''However,  my  friend  had  no  <loulit  just  spfnt  a  few  »ivu> 
to  have  hi>  head  dre.-sed  l,\  a  l)arlicr,  for  he  was  fre.>.ld;>  -li.  .il. 
and  his  liair,  fastened  into  a  eluh  with  a  comb,  was  luxur  ui<Iv 
jHiwdered.  ami  smtdh-il  of  pomatum.  I  couM  M-e  two  rhain- 
lian^rin;:  [larallel  out  of  his  fobs,  cliains  of  tarnislio*^  stfi-'. 
hut  no  si-rn  of  the  watches  within.  It  was  winter,  hut  Mohl'- 
no<l  had  no  (doak,  for  some  hirLre  ilrops  i>f  rneltin::  -n  .w 
faHen  from  the  eaves  umier  whicii  he  had  walke<l  for  sheitp- 
lay  on  tlic  eolhir  of  his  coat.  When  he  drew  otT  his  ralil)!' 
fur  fjloves  and  I  saw  his  rijrht  iiand.  ]  could  perceive  '!!■ 
traces  of  some  kind  of  hard  hihor. 

"Xow,  his  father,  an  advocate  in  the  hiirlier  court,  had  loft 
liini  some  little  fortune — five  or  six  tliou>and  francs  a  year. 
1  at  once  >inder:-tf)od  ihai  .MoiiLreiiod  had  come  to  JiorrMW  of 
mi'.  I  had  in  a  certain  hidinir-ldai-e  two  hundred  loiiis  in 
frold.  an  enormous  >uni  at  that  Tim(\  wIkmi  it  represented  I 
know  not  liow  many   hundred   thou-and   francs  in  paper  ns- 

"Monj^renod  and  1  had  heeii  schoolf(dlows  at  the  CoIIcl'c  dc- 
Grassins.  and  we  had  lii>en  thrown  totrcther  asain  in  the  -;mu> 
lawyer's  oflice — an  honest  man.  the  worthy  Rordin.  When 
two  men  have  spent  their  boyhood  tofrether  and  shared  the 
follies  of  their  youth,  there  is  an  almost  sacred  bond  of  svin- 
patbv  between  them:  the  man's  voice  and  look  stir  certain 
cliorils  in  you!'  heart,  width  never  vilirafe  but  to  the  particular 
meniori(>s  that  he  can  nmse.  Kven  if  you  have  some  cause  to 
complain  of  >iich  a  comrade,  that  does  not  wipe  out  rxory 
el«im  of  friendship,  and  between  us  there  bad  not  ht>en  the 
sli^'-btest  (piarrel. 

''In  ]TS?.  when  his  father  died.  MoiiL'cnod  had  been  a 
richer  m^n  than  I;  and  though  I  had  never  borrowed  from 
him,  I  had  owed  to  him  certain  pleasures  which  my  father's 
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struineN-  w^mld  ha\t  proiuiiittii.  But  for  my  friond's  gen- 
Hp -ity.  I  should  not  have  >f\\  ilie  lirst  pcrfonnant^'  of  the 
M'irnii-if  of  Fiijaro. 

•Mnii;.H'ntK!   was  at   tiiat   time   what   was  calleil  a   finished 

.'. ;  •    !uan.  a  luan  about  town  and  attciuivc  to  'tlic  ladies.'     T 

.intly  reproved  him  tor  his  too  g^ri-at  faiihiy  m  making 

-  and  obliging  thrm;  his  pursi'  was  constantly  open,  he 

jfircly.  he  Would  have  ^tood  Mircty  for  you  after  mect- 

.1!;;  \ou  twiee. — Dear  nic  dear  me!     Vou  liave  started  me  on 


niseenee^ 


of 


mv   \o,iih: 


ried   Monsieur  Alain,   with  a 


tin 


.-(if  ^mile  at  iJoiifdrmd  as  he  pause< 
•V 
\ 


>ti  are  not  vexi-d   with  me 


said 


Godetr»>id, 


".  no. 


And 


Vou  mav  lu 


dge  bv  tiio  minute  details  I  am 


'\;iitr  vou   riow   larire 


phiee  the  event   lille 


in  niv   li 


fe. 


\b.n: 


:eliO(l 


with  a  good   iieart  and  plenty 


coura;re,  some- 


■  if  a  \'(dtairean.  wa-  inclined  to  pla\    the  fine  gentle- 
Monsieur  Alain  went  on.    "His  education  at  the  (Jras- 


u  liere  noblemen  s  sons  were  to  be  met,  aiK 


his 


nlventure: 


lioll 


>h    of    I 


iicii  ot   ran 


Ml   vou    luav    imajiine 


.   m 
how 


llantry,  iiad  given   him   tin 
days   termed    Aristocrats. 
was  my  consternation  at  observing  in  Mongenod  such 
of  poverty  as  degraded  I 


liin  in  my  eyes  from  the  elegant 
ii:  Mongenod  I  had  known  in  ITST,  when  my  eyes  wan- 
'!  from  his  face  to  examine  his  clothes. 

r.  at  that  time  (d' general  {)ublie  penury,  some  wilv 


■ii 


o\\eV( 


a>sum( 


(1  an  appearance  of  wretehednc^^ ;  and  as  otln  r^- 
■  'ilit  had  ample  reasons  for  assuming  a  disguise,  T  hoped 
•  iiic  explanation,  and  invited  it. 
W  hat  a  plight  you  are  in 


mv  (lea 


r  MonL'enod 


aiit 


I. 


ii !n<r  a  pine 


h  of 


■uu 


tf. 


wn 


ich  he  offered  me  from  a  box  of 


'  |o 


n  2:old. 


ad  enouirii 


re| 


)lied  he.     T  have  but  one  friend  left — 


•  II  a 


re  that  fri(  ml.     I  have  done  cvi'rvthini:  in  the  worl 


coming  to  this  point,  but  I  1 


me  a  numlreil  ](Uii^ 


1-  a  lanre  sum. 


lavc    <ime  to  ask  vou  to 


:aid  he.  noticin;:! 


-■iriirise. 


'but  if 


vou   It 


11.1 


m(>  no  mo 


re  than  fiftv.   I  si 


lal 


able  to  repay  you;  wherea.s  if  I  should  fail  in  what 


'  1- 


00 


THE  SIOAMV   SlItK  OK  IIISIOUY 


1  am  undcrtakiii;:.  1  s^lnill  still  liavc  liliy  louis  to  trj-  ?oiiu- 
other  road  to  I'lUliiiic,  and  I  do  not  ytl  know  what  iuspira- 
tion  despair  iiui}  briiii:  nio." 

"'TIr'M,  liavi'  you  notliing?"  s-aid  I. 

"  "1  havis'  said  he,  hidiiij;  a  toar.  'Just  live  sous  left  out  of 
my  last  \iu\v  of  .-ilvor.  To  call  on  you.  1  had  my  hoots  cleaned 
and  my  head  dressed.  I  liave  the  clothes  on  my  hack.— Kut.' 
he  Weill  on,  with  a  de.-pcrate  s-iiru.ir,  'I  owe  my  lanillmly  ,i 
thousand  crowns  in  assi;:iuns.  and  the  man  at  the  cook^hdii 
yesterday  refuse<l  to  trust  mo.  So  1  have  nothinj:— nothinjr.' 
'•  '.\nil  what  di>  y<>u  ]n'opo>e  to  do?'  said  I,  insistently  med- 
dling with  his  private  alTairs. 

"'To  enlist  if  you  refuse  to  lulp  me.' 

"'You,  a  soldier!     You — MonL'cnod  I" 

"'I  will  get  killed,  or  I  will  he  (ieneral  Mongenod.' 

"'Well,'  said  I.  really  moved,  'eat  your  hreakfast  in  peace; 

1  have  a  hundred  louis ' 

".\nd  here."  said  the  good  man.  looking  slily  at  Godofmid, 
"I  thought  it  necessary  to  tell  a  little  lender's  fih. 

"'Rut  it  is  all  I  liavi-  in  the  world.'  I  saiil  to  Mt)ng^n..a. 
'I  was  waiting  till  the  funds  had  gone  down  to  the  lowest  murk 
to  invest  my  money,  hut  I  will  phici'  it  in  your  hands,  and  ymi 
may  regard  me  as  your  partner;  I  leave  it  to  your  con^eienoo 
to  repay  me  the  whole  in  due  time  and  place.  .\n  honest 
man's  conscience.'  I  addinl.  'is  the  hest  possihlo  security." 

"Mongenod  looked  hard  at  nw  as  I  spoke,  seeming  to  stamp 
my  words  on  his  heart.  He  held  out  his  right  hand.  T  gnvc 
him  my  left,  and  we  clasped  hands— I.  greatly  tnoved.  and 
he,  without  restraining  two  tears  which  now  trickled  down 
his  thin  cheeks.  The  sight  of  those  tears  wrung  my  heart; 
and  I  was  still  more  unnerved  when,  forgetful  of  everythinL' 
in  such  a  moment,  Mongenod.  to  wipe  them  away,  pulled  out  a 
ragged   bandana. 

"'Wait  here."  said   1.  running  ofT  to  my  hidden  store,  my 
heart  as  full  as  though  I  had  heard  a  wnman  confess  that  she 
loved  nu'.     I  returned  with  two  rolls  of  tifty  louis  each. 
"  'Here — count  them.' 
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"Hut  ho  would  not  count  tlicin;  lio  looked  about  him  for  a 
wniin^'-tiihlf  in  ordtT.  as  he  said,  to  ^iw  mo  a  rcooipt.  I 
[i  -  !!\rly  rofusod  to  have  one. 

••  if  I  were  to  dio,'  saiil  I.  'my  iicirs  would  worry  you.  This 
-  ;i  matter  between  you  and  me.' 

■I'liidinj:  me  so  true  a  friend.  Mnnu'eiiod  presently  lost 
:!i.'  h;i:,;i:Mrd  and  an.xious  expression  he  had  worn  on  enti-rin^', 
iirii!  Iii'came  tiieerfui.  My  housekeeper  irave  us  oyster*,  whito 
w  <:r.  an  onielctto,  kidneys  I't  In  hrocln  Ur,  and  tin*  retnains 
■f  II  pate  de  f'hartres  sent  me  by  my  mother;  a  little  dessert. 
-'''"■.  and  West  Indian  licjueiir.  MontrfMiod,  who  had  fasted 
fi'f  I  wo  days,  was  the  better  for  it.  We  sat  till  three  in  the 
iiftrinoon  talking  over  our  life  i)efore  the  Revolution,  the 
!h  -t  friends  in  the  world. 

"Monirenod  told  me  how  he  had  lost  his  fortune.  In  the 
t'r-i  instance,  the  reduction  of  the  dividends  on  the  Hotel  de 
V!  •  had  deprived  him  of  two-thirds  of  his  income,  for  his 
'::•■■  r  had  invested  the  lar^rer  part  of  his  fortune  in  mnnioi- 
II il  -Kiirities:  then,  after  .s'llinji  his  house  in  the  Hue  de 
^  ■  '.  lie  had  been  oiiliifed  to  accept  payment  in  assirftiats; 
hf  '  :i(|  then  taken  it  into  his  head  to  run  a  newspaper,  Ld 
^^riiiiurllr,  and  at  the  end  of  si.x  months  was  forced  to  fly.  At 
tli>'  iToscnt  moment  all  his  hopes  hunir  on  the  success  of  a 
I'll!  i<  opera  called  Lis  Pfruviciia.  This  last  confession  made 
I!'  r.i:ike.  Monjrenod,  as  an  author,  havinjx  spent  his  all  on 
;ii  >tifinrnr,  and  living  no  doubt  at  the  theatre,  mixed  up 
^v;•i|  IVvdeau's  sinjrcrs.  with  musicians,  and  the  mot  lev  world 
'■'  'i  I'll  the  curtain,  did  not  seem  to  me  like  the  same,  like  my 
M'liji  nod.  I  shuddered  a  little.  But  how  could  T  sot  back 
;ii>  iiiindred  louis?  I  could  see  the  two  rolls,  one  in  each 
fill  !'ke  the  barnd  of  a  pistol. 

■  ■^!llIlUM'nod  went  awav.  When  I  found  rnvself  alone,  no 
'iiiL-.T  face  to  face  with  his  bitter  and  cni"I  povertv.  I  be?an 
'11  n ''(>(t  in  spite  of  myself;  I  was  sober  airain.  'Mouirenod.' 
'liiii'_'ht  I  to  myself.  *has  no  doubt  sunk  as  htw  as  possible; 

'  'M  acted  a  little  farce  for  niv  benefit!'  Hi-  dee  when  he 
5a\v  rue  calmlv  hand  over  so  vast  a  sum  now  •struck  me  as  that 


v 
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of  a  .-ti)>:t'  rav    1  elifatiii<.'  some  (it'Toiitc.      I  ciitU'd  where  ! 

()u;,'lit  to  nine  iv;:im.  n'!-nlvi'<l  \n  innkc  «<iiiit'  in(|uirics  ntiM';' 

iiiv    friciii'    MniiuciiM'!.   who   !ia<l    wnlt'ii    \\\<  a(l<ln'ss  nn  ih 

liack  of  a  |ila\  iiij:-<ar(l. 

"A   fr.liiii:  of  (Iclirary  ki'pt   iiic  from  L'oiii^'  to  see  him  t!; 

next  day.  he  tniL'hl  have  ascribed  mv  lia-te  to  di-trust  of  Wv.v 

Two  days  after  I   found  my  wlade  lime  ahsorhrd  hy  vnridi; 

biisiiK'ss:  and  it  was  not.  ni  fact.  lil!  a   I'^rtni^dit  had  ehip-r. 

tliat.  seeinj:  no  nioro  of  Monjrenod.  1  made  my  way  from  I,;^ 
Croix-Ronjrc.  where  1  tlien  lived,  lo  tlie  Hue  des  Moine;iii\. 
where  he  lived. 

'*Manf,'eno(l  was  lodL"  d  in  a  fnrni-hed  house  of  tlie  mcim- 
est  dosJoriplion  :  Init  his  landlady  was  a  \ery  decent  woman,  tli 
widow  of  a  farmer-ireneral  who  ha.l  d:e<]  ..n  tlie  scaffold  She, 
completely  ruined,  had  ^tarted  with  a  few  louis  the  precariou- 
bu>iness  of  lettiiiL'  rooni^  Sine  then  -he  has  routed  sevon 
houses  in  the  nei;.'hhorhou.l  of  Sainl-i;<«eh  and  made  a  for- 
tune. 

"'Citizen  Monjienod  i>  out."  said  she.     •But  there  is  soni' 

one  at  home.' 

"This  excited  my  curio.Mty.  1  climbed  to  the  fifth  tloor 
A  charniin;.'  younjr  woman  opened  the  door  I  Oh  I  .\  per-o' 
of  ex«iuisite  beauty,  who.  lookin?  at  nw  doubtfully,  stnn.l 
behind  the  yiartlv  opened  door. 

"'I  am  .Main.'  said  1.  'Monfrenod's  friend.' 

".\t  once  the  door  wa~  wide  open,  and  I  went  into  a  linr- 
rible  irarret.  which  the  youn.ir  woman  had.  however,  kept  srni- 
pnlon^ly  clean.  She  jiu<hed  forward  a  chair  to  the  hi-arth 
pileil  with  ashes,  hut  with  no  fire,  where  in  one  corner  I  -aw 
a  common  oarthenwan^  fire-pan.     The  cold  was  icy. 

"'T  am  Ldad  indeed,  nion-ieur.'  said  slie.  takin?  mv  hand^ 
and  pressin<r  them  warmlv.  'to  he  able  to  express  niv  irniti- 
tude,  for  you  are  our  deliverer.  Rut  for  von  T  mi<:lit  novor 
have  seen  Monirenod  aL'ain.  Tie  would  have — Hod  know?— 
have  thrown  himself  into  the  river,  lie  was  desperate  whon 
he  set  out  to  see  you.' 

"As  1  looked  at  the  vounir  ladv  I  was  jrreatly  astonishel 
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.,,-,,  ili.il  >\[v  IiihI  ii  liiinilkcri  hid  IidihuI  ;ili(iiit  lu-r  licm! ;  ami 
,.  A  !i-  I'.ilds  Ml  the  h;i(k  iiiiil  mi  tlic  ti'm|(l<'s  tluTo  was  ii 
.  .  .ii  link  >hail(i\v.  Stuil\inir  it  iitlniiivcly.  I  (liscovored 
■  :,i:    ii^i-   lifiifl    wa>  >liaviMl. 

•••\iT  voii  ill?"  1  askcil.  noticinj;  this  >lraiiL'i'  fact. 

■■>'i.   -laiiii'il  at  hiT.-clf  in  a  wrctciii-il  dirty  picr-jrlaFs,  and 

.'.,!.  i'.  V,  hill'  tears  ruse  to  lirr  eves. 

•■•\.-.  iiinii'icnr.'  .Slid  slic  lia>tily:  "I  had  dreadful  lu>a<l- 
I    was  nlilit-'cd   to  cut   olf  my   hair,   which    fell   to  my 

•   ll,i\c   i   the  honor  of  s[)eakinf;  to   Madame   Motij^i-nnd?' 
1  ..-,.d. 
■■•\>-,  mon.-ieiir.'  sai<l  she,  with  a  really  heavenly  oxpres- 


■•|  !i!ade  my  how  to  the  poor  little  lady,  and  went  down- 
-r.iir-.  mtcnilint:  to  make  the  landlady  ^'ive  me  some  informa- 
!i..ii,  I.  it  >hv  was  ^'oiie  out.  It  .-truck  me  that  the  young  wo- 
!.,ii  I, id  sold  her  hair  to  luiy  hn  ad.  I  went  olT  at  once  to  a 
u.i  ii  merchant,  and  -cut  in  half  a  load  of  wood,  t)e<r<jinj; 
•',.  liirlcr  and  the  .--awyers  to  gi\c  the  lady  a  receipted  hill  to 
:.';.'  ii.niic  of  Mon<:i-nod. 

••  \';d  there  ends  the  |)ha-e  of  my  life  which  I  lonir  called 
!:  .  l'.".l!-h  staL'c,""  saiil  Moii-ienr  .Main,  elaspinjr  tiis  hands 
a!:'!  !i|ilifting  them  a  little  with  a  repentant  frcsturc. 

ii  '!' fidid  could  iMt  help  >?iiilin>,';  luit  he  was,  a.-  will  be 
-..!;,  .,iiite  wrong  to  >milc. 

■•i\M)  davs  later,"  tlu'  good   man   went  on,  "I  met  one  of 

:,';  ■-    men    who   are   lU'ither    friends   nor   stranger- — person.s 

'.viiei-  we  sec  from  time  to  time,  in  short,  an  acMpiaintance,  as 

»'  -I     -a  Monsieur  Harillaud,  who,  as  we  lia|>peticd  to  speak 

:  /    -  I'l'riirii'ns,  proclaimed  liini.solf  a  friend  of  the  author's. 

'  ri:"ii  know'st  Citizen  .Mongenod  ?"  said  1  —  for  at  that 
!.ii.'  'Ac  Were  still  I'tMpiired  hy  law  to  addros  each  othe'-  with 
;ii'    1,'iiiiliar  iit."  said  he  to  (iodefroid  in  a  parenthe.sis. 

■■  I  :;e  citizen  looked  at  me,"  said  Mon-ieur  .Main,  resum- 
'■.:'\,r  thread  of  his  -tory,  •"and  e.xidainu'd  : 

'    I  'lulv  wish  1  had  never  known  lam,  for  lie  has  borrowed 
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monov  of  mc  many  a  time,  iiml  is  so  miuli  my  friorul  as  not 
to  return  it.  He  is  a  (inccr  fcllowl  the  l»'>t  oM  l)oy  alive,  but 
full  of  illusions? — An  iiiiii-inatinii  of  lire. — 1  will  <|(i  him 
jusliec;  lie  does  not  me;in  In  he  di-lioiie.-t.  only  as  ho  i<  alwav-^ 
deceiving:  himself  alioiit  a  thousand  thin;rs,  ho  is  led  into 
conduct  that   is  not  aItoj:etht'r  straijrht.' 

"  *IIo\v   mucii   doe-   he   owe  your* 

"'Oh,  a  few  hunilred  ei-owns.  He  is  a  rotrulnr  pievo  N'o 
ont'  knows  where  ins  iimney  goes,  for  he  perhaps  docs  not 
know   that  him-elf." 

"'Has  he  any  expeilients?' 

"'Oh,  dear,  yes!"  -^lid  I>arillaud.  lauphing.  'At  this  mo- 
ment he  is  talking  of  Iniying  up  land  among  the  wild  men  in 
the  I'nited  State-  ' 

"1  went  away  with  this  drop  of  vitriol  shed  hy  slander  nn 
my  heart  to  turn  all  my  Ix-.-t  feedings  sour.  I  went  to  eall  nn 
my  old  luaster  in  the  law,  who  was  always  my  counselor  .X? 
soon  as  1  had  told  hiiu  llie  se(  ret  of  my  Inan  to  Mongi  nod, 
and  the  way  in  which  I  had  acted: 

"  'What,'  cried  he,  'i<  it  a  clerk  of  mine  tliat  can  hehave  so? 
Vou  slioidd  i  ive  pill  him  off  a  day  and  have  como  to  ine. 
Then  you  would  have  known  that  I  had  shown  M(Uigeiiod  {]]<■ 
door.  He  ha-  already  Imrrowcd  frnm  iii>  in  tli"  coiir-e  of  i 
year  more  than  a  hundred  crowns  in  silver,  an  enormous  sum! 
And  only  ihree  days  hefore  he  w(mt  to  breakfast  with  von. 
he  mot  me  in  the  street  and  deserihed  hi-<  misery  in  smli  do?- 
perate  language  that  1  ga\c  iiim  two  loiiis." 

"'Well,  if  I  am  the  dupe  of  a  (dever  actor,  so  much  ?''" 
Worse  for  him  rather  than  for  me  I'  said  I.  'Hut  what  is  '-  !«' 
done  ?' 

"'At  any  rate,  you  must  try  to  get  some  acknowledgment 
out  t>(  him.  for  a  debtor  however  worthless  may  recover  him- 
self, and  then  you  may  he  paid." 

'■'riiereupon  Hordin  took  out  of  one  of  the  drawers  of  \\\f 
table  a  wra])j)er  on  which  was  written  the  name  of  Mongenod; 
he  -howed  me  three  acknowledgments,  each  for  a  hundred 
livres. 
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■•  Tlif  fir-t  tiuif  lie  ooiiicri,'  said  lie,  'I  shall  inaki'  him  aild 

;!h    iiitcrt'st  aiid  Ihi-  two  !()iii«  I  pivc  him,  ami   wliatcvi-r 

.;.      Ill'  asks   for;  ami   then   ho   must   siirii   an   afccptancc 

.i  a  -lati'inont.  savinj;  that  intcn'st  acfrm-  from  the  first 

\  •!'  till'  loan.     That,  at  any  rate,  will  be  all  in  onk-r;  I 

li  li.)\('  some  means  of  yt'ttin^'  paid.' 

■\\VII,  then.'  .said   I   to  Hordin,  'ram  ot  you  put   uw  as 

in  order  as  yourself?  For  you  arc  an  honest  man.  and 

111  do  will  he  rij,'lit  ' 

I'l  this  way  I  remain  the  master  of  the  field,"  rej)lied  the 

w  'When  a  man  behaves  as  you  have  done,  he  is  at  the 

'      of  another  who  may  simply  make  jrame  of  liini.     Now 

.;  'ii  clioo-e  ro  be  I.iuj;hed  at.     .\  retired  Publii    Prosofutor 

Hi'  ('hat(det!     Bles?  me,  what  next  ! — Every  man  to  whom 

'i  !•  iid   money  as  re(kle--ly  as  yiii   lent   it   to   Mon^renod, 

Mr.  r  or  later  thinks  (d'  it  us  hi-  own.     It  is  no  loiij;er  your 

:  it  is  his  money:  you  are  Ins  creditor,  a  very  inconven- 

w  ison.     The  debtor  then   tries  to  be  ipiit  of  you   liy  a 

■;'  I'fniiiise  with  his  conseiir,!  !■.  and  .seventy-five  out  of  every 

hiinln  I  will  trv  to  avoid  meeting'  vou  airain  to  the  end  of  his 

:!;u>   ' 

■■'linn  you  look  for  no  more  than  twenty-five  per  cent  of 
!.  ;•  ■:  men?' 

■  ii;d  1  sav  po?'  saiil  he.  witti  an  ironieal  smile.  'That  is 
!  l.iri'i-  allowance  I' 

"A  1'urtnif.dit  later  1  had  a  note  from  Hordin  desiring  me 
■iiiil  on  him  to  fetch  my  receipt.     I  went. 

"'I  tried  to  snatch  back  fifty  louis  for  you.'  saiil  he. — I 
'.a'!  ImM  him  all  aliout  my  conversation  with  Montrenod. — 
Hu;  ihe  birds  are  fiown.  You  may  say  jrood-bye  to  your  yel- 
!'w!,.,vsl  Your  canary-birds  have  fied  to  warmer  climes. 
W.  '  iM-  a  very  cunning  rascal  to  deal  with.  Hid  he  not  as- 
•ir-  tiic  that  his  wife  and  his  father-in-law  had  set  out  for 
h.  liiited  States  with  sixty  of  your  louis  to  buy  land,  an<l 
'';'  ';,■  intended  t(^  join  them  there?  To  make  a  fortune,  as 
'■  sihl.  so  as  to  return  to  pay  his  debts,  of  which  he  handed 
mi  III,,  schedule  drawn  out  in  due  form:  for  he  begged  me  to 
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kcc]!   niv-cir   inf.irnuMl   m-   i,,   v.li,-it    Immm of  his  crcilitors. 

Here  is  the  sclitMlulc.'  a.ldc'il  liunlin.  .howin.i:  iiic  a  wrajipcr 
nil  uiiich  u-a-^  iHitcd  tli"  total.  •Sr\,.ntc..n  tlioii.-and  fran/-; 
ill  Iiard  ea>li  !  With  Mich  a  miiii  a-  that  a  house  iniL'ht  l.. 
l)oii<i:lit  Worth  two  t!ir)u>aiiil  <  rouris  a  vcar." 

'■'AI't.T  ivjdacin-  the  iia<kri.  h^  nav,."),,,.  ;,  hill  of  cxrhariLV 
for  a  sum  cijuivalcm  to  a  Imiidrcil  jouis  iii  L^ojd.  stated  i",, 
assi,i:nats  with  a  letter  in  which  Mon.ireriod  acknowledged  th,. 
dt'ht    with    interest   on  a   hundred    louis  (Tor. 

"  "So  now  I  am  all  -afe?"  said  I  to  Hordin. 

"'He  will  not  deny  the  deht."  reidied  my  old  master.  'But 
where  there  ar..  no  efrects.  the  Kin<r— that  is  to  sav.  the  Di- 
rcctoire — has  no  riirhts." 

'•I  thereupon  left  him.  P.elievin.<:  niv.<elf  to  liav(>  l»vn 
rohbed  hy  a  trick  that  evades  the  law.  I  withdrew  niv  esteem 
from   Mr)nirenod.  and  was  very  |)liilo>ophieallv  rosi<rned. 

"It  is  not  without  a  reason  that  I  dwell  onihesiio  eonnnon- 
place  and  apparently  unimportant  details,"  the  <rood  man 
went  on.  lookin.i:  at  Codefroid,  -i  ;|,n  tryin<r  to  show  ynii 
how  I  wa.s  led  to  act  as  most  men  act.  hlindly.  and  in  contempt 
of  certain  rules  which  even  savai^es  do  n.if  disrcffard  in  the 
most  trifling  matters.  Many  men  would  justifv  themselves 
by  the  authority  of  Bordin;  hut  at  this  day  I  fee]  that  I  liii.l 
no  excuse.  A.s  sooti  as  we  are  li'd  to  condemn  one  of  our  fel- 
lows, and  to  refu-^e  him  our  esteem  for  lif(\  we  ought  to  rely 
8olply  on  our  own  judgment — and  c\en  then! — Ought  we  to 
set  up  otir  own  feelings  as  a  tribunal  before  which  to  arrai.^n 
our  neighbor?  Where  would  the  law  lie?  What  should  h.. 
our  standard  of  m(>rit?  Would  not  a  weakness  in  me  ho 
stren-th  in  my  neighbor?  So  luatiy  men.  so  many  dilTerent 
circumstances  would  then^  he  for  each  deed;  for  there  are  no 
two  identical  sets  of  conditions  in  human  existence.  S.icietv 
alone  has  the  right  of  reproving  its  members:  for  I  do  not 
grant  it  that  of  jjiinishing  them.  .\  mere  reprimand  is  suffi- 
cient, and  iirings  with  it  crueltv  enough. 

"So  as  I   listened  to  the  haphazard  (ipinions  of  a   I'arisifiTi. 
admiring  my  former  teacher's  acumen.  I  condemned  Morire- 
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niM.',"  the  good  man  went  on,  after  drawing  from  his  narra- 
;  ,.■  this  Udlth"  moral. 

■■The  j)crf(irmante  of  Les  l\  .iiV/fx  was  announced.  I 
i\iiicted  to  have  a  ticket  for  tlie  lirst  night:  1  c()nei'ived  iny- 
-  ii'  1,1  >nme  way  !iis  sii2)erior.  As  a  result  of  \\\>  iinh'hledness, 
iii\  liiend  seemed  to  me  a  vassal  who  owed  me  many  things  he- 
>:■!.-  the  inttTe>t  on  my  mniiey.     We  are  all  alike! 

■■Nut  only  did  Mongennd  .-end  me  no  ticket,  hut  1  saw  him 
,1'  .!  'li^tanco  coming  along  the  dark  passage  under  the  'I'he- 
ii!i'  i'rydeati.  Well  dressed — nay.  almost  elegant:  he  aflected 
::  '  In  .-ei'  nie :  then,  when  he  had  passed  itie,  and  f  thought 
I  uom1(I  run  after  him,  he  had  vanished  down  some  cross  ]),is- 
-ii.'i'.  This  irritated  me  extremely;  ami  my  annoyance,  far 
I'l"!!!  lieing  transient,  increased  as  time  went  on. 

"This  was  why.  A  few  days  after  this  incident  I  wrote 
:i  M  ingenod  much  in  these  words: 

■■■.Mv  FuiiCM). — You  should  not  regard  mo  as  indifToront 
t.  inything  that  can  happen  to  you.  whether  for  good  or  ill. 
It  -  the  Pi-ntrirns  come  up  to  your  expectations?  You  for- 
;.''!  me — you  had  every  right  to  do  so — at  the  (Irst  perform- 
aiiiv.  when  I  should  have  applauded  you  heartily  I  However, 
I  \:"pi\  all  the  same,  that  you  may  find  Peru  in  the  piece,  for 
1  cm  invest  my  capital,  and  I  count  on  you  when  the  hill  falls 
liu  . — Your  friend,  Alain.' 


■  After  waiting  for  a  fortnight  and  receiving  no  an.-wer.  I 
I  ilicd  in  the  Kue  (k-!^  Moineaux.  The  laiullady  told  me  that 
!!;■■  little  wife  had,  in  fact,  .-^et  out  with  her  father,  at  the 
'::it'  named  hy  Mongenod  to  Bordin.  Mongenod  always  left 
.'i  -  jarret  early  in  the  morning,  and  ilid  not  come  in  till  late 
i*  ii'i-dit.  Another  fortnight  passed:  1  wrote  another  letter  in 
'■'■  <  ••'  terms: 

■  'My  dkar  Mo\(ii'Xon, — I  see  nothing  of  you;  you  do  not 
:!:•■,',.■!■  my  notes;  I  cannot  it  all  understand  your  conduct; 
';m!  if  I  were  to  hehave  so  to  you,  what  would  you  think  of 

me:" 


I 
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"I  did  nr-t  sifzn  iiiy.-clf  'Your  friend."  i  wrote  'With  bi'?t 
ropards." 

**A  month  slippod  hy ;  no  news  of  ^lonponod.  Tlic  Peru- 
I'iV/i.s'  had  not  oi>tained  so  prcat  a  success  as  Monjzcnud  hu'l 
counted  on.  I  paid  fcr  a  seat  at  the  twetitit'th  perfonnain c. 
and  I  found  a  small  house.  .\nd  yet  Madame  Scio  wa-  vcrv 
fine  in  it.  I  was  told  in  the  foyer  that  there  would  he  a  tVw 
more  performances  of  the  piece.  I  went  seven  times  Im  ciII 
on  Mon^enod  ;  he  was  never  at  home,  and  each  time  I  left 
my  name  with  the  landlady.    So  then  I  wrote  a,<:ain: 

"'Monsieur,  if  you  do  not  wisli  to  lose  my  respect  after 
forfeit in.ir  my  friendship,  you  will  henceforth  treat  me  as  a 
slran.Lr<>r — that  is  to  say.  with  civility — and  you  will  tell  mo 
whether  you  are  prepared  to  pay  mo  when  your  note  of  hand 
falls  due.  I  shall  act  in  accordance  with  your  re{)ly. — Yours 
faithfullv.  .\lain.' 


■lit 


"No  reply.     It  wa?  now  1799:  a  year  had  elapsed  all  1> 
two  months. 

"When  the  bill  fell  due  I  went  to  .«ee  Rordin.  Bordin  took 
the  note  of  hand,  and  then  took  Icfjal  proceedincrs.  The  re- 
verses experience(1  l)y  the  French  armies  had  had  such  a  de- 
pressini:  effect  on  the  funds  that  five  francs  a  year  could  be 
purchased  for  seven  francs.  Thus,  for  a  hundred  louis  in  irold, 
I  might  have  had  nearly  tiftcen  hundred  francs  a  year.  Kvi  ry 
morning,  as  I  read  tlie  paper  over  my  cup  of  coffee.  I  wmild 
exclaim : 

"Confound  that  Mongenod  I  But  for  him,  I  could  have  a 
thousand   crowns  a  year !' 

"Mongen:)d  had  Itecome  my  chronic  aversion  :  I  thunderel 
at  him  even  when  T  was  walking  in  the  street. 

"'Bordin  is  after  him  I"  said  1  to  myself.  'He  will  catch 
him — and  serve  him  right !" 

"My  rage  expended  itself  in  imprecations:  I  cursed  the 
man:  I  believed  him  capable  of  any  crime.  Yes!  Monsieur 
Barillaud  was  (juite  right  in  what  he  said. 
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"UCll,  one  niorniiijx  my  debtor  walkci]  in.  no  niorr'  disoon- 
,,r:t'(l  than  if  he  had  not  owed  nie  a  ceiitiine:  and  T.  when  I 
-,i\*  him.  I  felt  all  the  shame  that  >h"uM  have  heen  his.  I 
\v,i-  like  a  erimiiia!  eaiiLrht  in  the  act  :  I  was  (|iiiti^  ill  at  ea-e. 
T!;i-  isth  of  Bruniaire  was  ]iast,  evervthini:  was  piinL'  on  well. 
;ih!  Bonaparte  had  set  out  to  fiirht  tin'  hattle  of  Afarenuro. 

■■'It  is  unlucky,  monsieur.'  said  I,  "ihat  1  should  owe  your 
\  -t  -olely  to  the  intervention  of  a  hailitf." 

■Mnnfienod  took  a  chair  and  sat  down. 

■■|  iiave  eonio  to  tell  you,"  said  he,  with  the  familiar  tii. 
"li  ;ii   I  cannot  possihly  pay  you.' 

•• 'Vou  ha\  lost  mo  the  chance  of  inve-tincr  my  money  he- 
fm  the  arrival  of  the  First  Consul — at  that  tinif  1  could 
i,;i\.    made  a  little  i./rtune "" 

•••1  know  it.  Alain.'  said  hr;  '1  know  it.  P.ut  what  will 
V(i!i  L'et  by  prosecuting  me  for  deht  and  pluni:int:  me  dee))er 
hv  !n,i(lin<,r  me  with  costs?  I  have  letters  from  my  I'alhrr-in- 
liu  aiul  mv  wife;  they  have  houtrht  some  land  and  s'^nt  me 
t!i''  liill  for  the  necesparios  of  the  house:  I  have  had  to  spend 
;i!l  I  had  in  those  purchases.  Now.  and  nohndy  can  hin<ler  me 
—1  mean  to  sail  by  a  Dutch  ves.-^el  from  Flushing:,  whither  I 
have  sent  all  my  small  pos?e.«sions.  Bonajiarte  has  won  the 
hatili-  of  Marenjro,  peace  will  l)e  sijxned,  and  I  can  join  my 
f.i'nilv  without  fear — for  my  dear  little  wift  was  expectinjT  a 
l.al.y,' 

■■"And  po  you  have  sacrificed  me  to  your  own  interests?" 
rr;.',]    I. 

'••Ves,'  said  ho;  *I  thought  you  my  friend." 

"At  that  moment  I  felt  small  as  compared  to  Mongenod, 
->  -iiMime  did  that  speech  seem  to  me,  so  simple  and  grand. 

■"  "Did  I  not  tell  you  so,"  he  went  on:  'was  T  not  absolutely 
frank  with  you — hero,  on  this  very  spot?  I  came  to  you. 
Alain,  as  being  the  only  man  who  would  appreciate  me. — 
Kiln  louis  would  bo  wasteil,  I  told  you:  but  if  you  lent  me  a 
i;i:r,dn'(l.  I  would  repay  tliem.  I  fi  :(>d  i  o  date,  for  liow  can  I 
■  !  when  mv  lonir  struirule  with  poverty  will  come  to  an  end? 
V'  ii  wore  mv  last  friend.     .Ml  mv  friends,  oven  our  old  mas- 
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ttT  Hordin.  dt'^iiiscd  nic  siiiijdy  hccausc  I  Wiintcd  to  borrow 
money  of  thoni.  Oh  !  Ahiin.  y<iu  ciin  never  know  the  dreadful 
feeliiii:<  tliat  -rip  tlie  heart  of  an  honest  man  flirlitin;,'  Ini^fnr- 
tiine  when  lie  jroes  into  aimiiier  man's  lioiise  to  ask  for  help! 

— and   all   that    follows! I    hupe  yon    may  never  km.w 

tlieiii;  they  are  worse  than  the  an^Miish  (d'  death! 

"'Vou  have  written  me  certain  letters  which,  from  nic 
under  sinnlar  eirenmstanee-.  wouh^  have  strnek  yon  as  odious. 
■^  on  e\peete(|  things  nf  me  that  were  oiU  (d'  my  power.  You 
are  the  ordy  man  to  whom  I  attemjit  to  justify  mvself.  In 
spite  .d'  your  severity,  .iixl  tiiou.irh  you  eea--(d  to  he  mv  friciir] 
and  hecame  oidy  my  creditor  from  the  dav  when  Bordin  askod 
me  for  an  aeknowled^rmeiit  of  your  loan,  thus  disereditinir  tlui 
handsome  a,irreem(>nt  we  oursidve,-  had  coi.ie  to,  here,  shak- 
in<j  hands  on  it  with  tears  in  our  eyes! — Weil.  [  have  for- 
gotten  every! hill!.'-   hut    that    mornin.ir's   work. 

'"It  is  in  memory  of  that  hour  that  I  have  come  now  to 
say,  '•Vou  know  not  what  nnsfortnne  is:  do  not  rail  at  it  !— 
I  have  not  had  an  Ikuu-,  not  a  second,  to  write  to  vou  in  reph  ! 
J\'rha[ts  you  woidd  have  liked  me  to  come  and  pay  you  coia- 
jd intents:-'— You  mi^rhi  ;is  wcdl  e.xpect  a  hare,  harassed  hv 
do<,^s  and  hunters,  to  rest  in  a  ilearin^^  and  crop  the  .irrass:— 
T  sent  you  no  ticket  I  N'o :  I  had  not  enouurh  to  satisfy  those 
on  whom  my  fale  depended.  .\  novice  in  the  theatrical  world. 
I  was  the  prey  of  musicians,  actors,  sin.irers.  the  orchestra.  To 
enable  me  to  join  my  fandly  over  seas,  and  buy  what  thev 
need,  f  sold  the  I'fniririis  to  thv  manairer  with  two  other 
pieces  1  had  in  my  desk,  f  am  settin>r  <Hit  f.ir  Holland  with- 
out a  sou.  I  shall  eat  dry  bread  on  my  journev  till  I  reacli 
FIushin<,^  I  have  paid  my  passa,Lre.  and  have  nothin<i  more. 
But  for  "ly  landlaily's  conipassi(m.  and  her  trust  in  me.  I 
should  have  had  to  walk  to  Flushin<r  with  a  knapsack  on  mv 
ba^'k.  And  so.  in  spite  of  your  doul)tin<r  me,  as,  but  for  you. 
T  could  not  have  sent  mv  father-in-law  and  mv  wife  to  N'ew 
"^'ork.  [  am  entirely  uratid'ul." — .\o.  Motinirur  Alain,  T  will 
not  for<]ret  that  the  hundred  louis  vou  lent  me  might  at  thi- 
time  be  yield insr  you  an  income  of  fifteen  hundr^^d  francs.' 
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•■'I  would  fain  iR'lifvc  you.  M(.ii;:cii(ifl,'  said  I.  almost  con- 
v:!i(i'd  hv  the  tone  in  which  he  ])i)Uivd  out  this  oxphmatiiMi. 

■■'At  any  rate,  yon  no  hin',"T  addro-  me  as  monsieur,"  said 
!i.'  aj^erlv,  and  h)okin(j  at  mo  willi  emotion,  '(iud  ixiiows  I 
.iiuuld  (juit  Franee  with  loss  ro;.'ret  if  1  cnuld  leave  one  man 
!  hind  mo  in  whoso  oyos  1  was  noither  half  a  ro<,'ue.  nor  a 
-!i  iidthrift,  nor  a  victim  to  illusions.  A  man  wlio  can  Inve 
iruiy.  Alain,  is  never  wlidlly  despitahle.' 

"At  those  words  I  held  out  my  hand  ;  he  took  it  and  pressed 
it. 

■■■fleavon  protect  ycni  I"  said  I. 

"•\Ve  are  still  friends?"  he  asked. 
■Yes,'  I  replied;  'it  shall  never  he  sai<l  that  my  schoolfol- 
Imw.  the  friend  of  my  youth,  set  out   for  America  under  the 
i,,i!'  (if  my  anger! ' 

■Monjienod  endiraced  me  with  tears  in  his  eves,  and  rushed 
■ '1'  to  the  door. 

"When  I  met  Bordin  a  few  days  afterwanls.  I  told  him  the 
-u<v\  of  our  interview,  and  he  replied  with  a  smile: 

••  'I  only  hope  it  was  not  all  part  of  the  performance  I — He 
<]]']  not  ask  you  for  anything?' 

••  "Xo,'  said  I. 

'■'He  came  to  me  too,  and  I  was  almost  as  weak  as  you; 
i'Uf  he  asked  me  for  sometliing  to  got  food  on  the  way.  IIow- 
>\.  r.  he  who  lives  will  see!' 

••'i'his  remark  of  Bordin's  made  mo  fear  lest  I  had  yielded 
M'lpidly  to  an  impulse  of  feeling. 

■•  'Still,  he  too,  the  Puhlic  Prosecutor,  did  the  same,'  said  I 
tn  myself. 

"It  is  unnecessary,  I  think,  to  explain  to  you  hmv  I  lost  all 
II  \  fortune  excepting  the  other  hundred  louis.  wliich  I  in- 
V -t'  d  in  Government  securities  when  prices  had  risen  so  high 
tiiai  I  had  barely  five  hundred  francs  a  year  to  live  upon  by 
liir  time  I  was  four-and-thirty.  By  Bordin's  interest  1  ob- 
!  : D'd  an  appointment  at  eight  hundred  francs  a  year  in  a 
i'laiich  of  the  Motit-de-Piete,  Rue  des  Pi'tits  Augustins.  T 
Ir.rd  in  the  humblest  wav ;  I  lodged  on  the  third  floor  of  a 
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very  poor. 


liou.-L'  ill  till'  Ikiic  do  Miirais  in  ;tii  iipiiiliiicnt  consistitiir  of 
two  rooms  ami  a  clo.-ci  for  two  luiiidrrd  and  fiftv  franr-.-i.  I 
went  out  to  dinni  r  in  a  iKiardin^^'-lioiiso  wIkti'  tiu-ri'  wa>  ati 
opon  table,  and  for  this-  !  paid  forty  franis  a  inontli.  In  tiic 
evening  I  did  some  eopyin.-:.     Vv,]y  as  I  am.  and 

I  had  to  (.'ive  up  all  ideas  of  marria^M' " 

As  he  heard  this  verdict  j)ronouiued  on  himself  bv  poor 
Alain  in  a  tone  of  anirelie  re>i;:nation,  (;odofroid  j^'avo  a  little 
start,  whieh  proved  hotter  than  any  spooeh  could  have  don.. 
the  similaritv  of  their  fatr:  and  tJie  ^'ood  man.  in  reply  to 
this  eloipiont  ^'o-ture.  seemed  to  pause  for  his  hearer  to  speak. 
"And  no  one  ever  lowd  vou  r"  asked  (iodefroid. 
"Xo   ono,"   he   replied,   "excepting   ^ladame,   who   returns 
to  all  of  us  alike  our  love  for  her— a  love  I  mi^rht  almost  call 
divine.— You  must  have  seen  it:  we  live  in  her  life,  as  she 
lives  m  ours;  we  hav(.  hut  one  soul  anion<r  us;  and  though 
our  enjoyments  are  not  {ihy>ieal.  they  are  none  the  lo.ss  very 
intense,  for  we  live  only  thn.uirh  the  heart.— How  can  we  help 
it.  my  dear  boy  y     Ry  the  time  women  are  capable  of  appre- 
ciating: moral   .pinlilies  they  have  done  with  externals,  and 
are  -rrowing  old.    -1  have  sutrered  much.  I  can  tell  you!" 

^\h  !  that  is  the  sta-e  I  am  at "  said  (iodefroid. 

'Tnder  the  Kmpire."  the  old  man  went  on.  bowing  hi.s  head, 
"dividends  were  not  very  punctually  paid;  we  had  to  be  pre- 
pared for  deferred  payment.  From  ISO-^  to  ISM  not  a  week 
passed  that  1  did  not  ascribe  my  ditlieulties  to  Mongenod: 
'But  for  .Afongenod;  j  iw,m1  t,,  think.  'I  might  have  been  niar- 
rieil.^  But  for  him  I  should  not  be  oi)liged  to  live  in  priva- 
tion."—Hut  .MimetinK-^.  to,,.  I  would  say  to  nivself,  'Perhaps 
the  poor  man  is  pursued  by  ilj-luek  out  there!' 

"In  Imk;.  one  day  wlu'ii  I  found  my  life  a  heavv  burden 
to  liear.  I  wroje  him  a  long  letter  that'l  despatched" r/«  Hol- 
land. I  had  no  answer;  and  for  three  years  I  waited,  found- 
ing hopes  on  that  reply  which  were  constantly  deceived.  At 
last  I  resigneil  my>--elf  to  my  fate.  To  my  five'lumdrcd  francs 
of  dividends,  and  twtdve  huiulred  francs  of  .silarv  from  the 
Mont-de-Piete.  for  it  was  raised.   I   added   five  hundred  for 
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■>  work  as  bookkeeper  to  a  f)erruiiier,  Muii-ieiir  Hirotteau. 
"mi-  I  not  only  made  hotli  iiids  meet,  Imt  1  sa\eil  oi;.'ht  luin- 
■:■  <\  francs  a  }enr.  i'.\  the  lieuiimiii.i^of  IMl.  I  ua- aMe  to  iu- 
r-t  mile  tiioii-jiiMl  I'raiies  of  >a\iii;:s  in  tlie  fuml.-.  Inlying;  at 

;;\:  tlui-  I  liail  ^eeiireil  .-ixteeii  liiiiidred  franc.-  a  vear  for 
:,\  "M  atiC-     So  then,  with  fifteen  luinilreil  franco  a  vear  from 


till 


Moiit-dc-I'iete,  six  Inmdred  a<  a  liookkee|(er.  and  sixteen 


,ii 


three  thon-and 
Rue  de  Seine, 


luii'ireu    in   ilividcnds,    I    had    an    iiieonie  of 
-.  >•!!   hnndre<l    francs.      I   took   rooms  in   the 
:i:   !  I  lived  in  rather  more  comfort. 

'  .My  position  hroiij,'ht  me  into  contact  with  many  of  tlie  very 
[I'Hir.  For  twelve  years  I  liave  known,  lictler  than  any  one, 
u'at  the  miserv  of  the  worhl  is;  once  or  twice  I  have  hcdped 
-Mine  poor  creatures:  and  1  felt  the  ke^'iiest  pleasure  when,  out 
i.f  ten  that  1  had  assisted,  one  or  two  families  were  rescued 
fr.  in  their  dilliculties. 

"■|t  struck  me  that  true  honeficence  did  not  consist  in  tlirow- 
i!!.'  nionev  to  the  sufFerers.  Hein;^'  charitahle,  in  the  com- 
nii'ii  plira.^e,  often  appeart'd  to  me  to  he  a  sort  of  premium  on 
I  r'liie.  I  set  to  work  to  study  this  (piotion.  I  was  by  this 
time  fiftv  years  old.  and  my  life  was  drawinj,'  to  a  clo.^e. 

•■'Wiiat  <:o()d  am  1  in  the  world?"  I  asked  my-elf.  'To 
wiiiim  can  I  leave  my  money?  When  I  >hall  have  furnished 
rnv  rooms  handsomely,  have  secured  a  irood  cook,  have  made 
iiiv  life  suitably  comfortable,  what  am  I  to  do  with  mv  time?' 

-per  eleven  years  of  revolutions  and  fifteen  years  of  poverty 
i;.r!  wasted  the  happiest  part  of  my  life,  had  consumed  it  in 
laliors  that  were  fruitless,  or  devoted  solely  to  the  preservation 
"f  mv  person!  At  such  an  ajre  no  one  can  make  an  obscure 
.11:1  jienurious  youth  the  startinsr-point  to  reach  a  brilliant 
|i'-ilion:  but  every  one  may  make  himself  u-efnl.  I  umler- 
-r  "id.  in  short,  that  a  certain  supervision  and  much  pood  ad- 
\!t"  would  increase  tenfold  the  value  of  money  ixiven.  for  the 
V'-'f  always  need  fruidance;  to  enable  them  to  profit  by  the 
vv-rk  they  do  for  others,  it  is  not  the  intelliL^'iice  of  the  specu- 
lit'ir  that  is  wantinfr. 

".\  few  happy  results  that   I  achieved  made  me  extremely 
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pmud.  I  i|i-i  ifiiiii  In, ill  .-in  .liin  .-iiiil  ;iii  ucciipatinn.  to  sav 
rintlliliu'  <if  IIk'  iM|iii-||i'  plra-llff  \^>  lie  ilrri\rc|  froMl  pl.ivini: 
tllr    p. Ill     uf    I'liK  iilclK  r.    fVcri    ofl    liir    -lllilllc-t     >(;lli'."' 

'"Ami  \nii  iinw  [il.iy  it  Mil  ;i  liii'^ri'  sciilc?"  saiil  (iiiili-frM|,| 
('ii;riTl\ . 

"•  III,  \nii  waiil  \i\  kmuv  loo  Diiicli  !"'  s;iiil  till'  old  mail.   "Nm\. 

Tiay.        W'ollM    \oll    liclirM'    ll."'    l;r    WiMit    oti    ai'ltr   a    Jiail-f.   "tllr 

smalli:  -~  of  tin-  incaii-  at  iii\  (■oiiiiiiainl  lon-tantlv  liroiiLrlit 
my  ihoii^liis  hack  to  Moniri'iioil  ? 

'■  '\t\'.\  for  Moii-ciio(|  I  coiijil  liavr  doiit'  so  much  more.'  j 
u>rd  \n  rctlrit.  'If  :\  di>lioiir.-t  mail  had  Hot  rohhcd  iiic  nf 
(ifti'i'ii  hniidn'd  frarn^  a  year.'  I  ofti-n  tiioiijiht.  'I  fdiild  have 
licIlK'd  iliis  or  that    family.' 

"'i'hus  (xciisin;:  my  inahility  hy  Mich  an  accusation,  thn?p 
to  wlinm  I  <,'avc  iKithim.'  Imt  words  to  comfort  tliciii  joiii-'d 
nil'  in  (iM>iii^'  .Mnnirciiod.  'I'lic^c  maledictions  were  halm  to 
my  heart. 

"One  mornini:,  in  .laiiiiary  ISUi,  my  housekeeper  an- 
nounced— wliom  do  you  think  r^-Mon^^onod. — ^tonsiellr 
Moiijjcnod.  .\nd  who  should  walk  in  hut  the  [jrcttv  wife,  now 
six-and-thirty.  accompanied  hv  three  children;  then  caiiie 
,\ron^'enod.  youn;:er  tii:  !  when  he  left,  for  wealth  and  happi- 
ness shed  a  jrlory  on  th.  ~e  tliey  favor.  He  had  pono  awav  lean. 
pale,  ytdlow,  and  hairpird  :  he  had  come  hack  fat  and  well-lik- 
ing:. ;is  tlourishin;:  as  a  preliendary.  and  well  dre.ssofl.  Ho 
threw  himself  into  my  arms,  and  jindins:  himself  coldly  wel- 
comed, his  tirst  words  were: 

'■'Could  I  '^oine  any  sooner,  my  friend?  The  seas  have 
only  heen  o])en  since  IS]."),  and  it  took  me  eiiihteen  montlis  to 
realize  my  property,  close  my  accounts,  and  call  in  my  assets. 
1  have  --uceeeded.  my  friend  I  When  I  received  your  letter  in 
ISOd.  T  set  out  in  a  Drtch  vessel  to  hrintr  vftu  home  a  little 
fortune:  hut  the  union  of  Holland  to  the  French  Empire  lei 
to  our  heinp  taken  In-  the  Eni:lish.  who  transported  m(>  to  tlie 
coa^t  of  .Tama'ca.  whence  hv  p-ood  luck  T    scaped. 

"  'On  my  return  to  New  >'ork  1  was  a  victim  to  hankrnptev: 
for  Tharlotte.  duriTi<r  niv  ahsenco,  had  not  known  how  to  he 
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iiii  iiri- truard  a;.'inii>l  .-\Min!l('r.-.     So  1  \vii>  <  (iiii|icll('il  to  l)c;:iii 
a.'iuii  to  i'tciimnlMlf  a   fortune. 

■  lliiwcxcr.  liiTi'  wi'  are  at  la^t.  From  ihc  way  the  chil- 
lir-  n  look  at  ycni,  you  may  >ii|)iio,-c  lliat  'liey  ha\r  oftcii  lieanl 
.■i  'hr  IjfiU'fattor  of  the  family." 

>■(•>.  irnlffd,"  .^aiil  [dctty  Maiiaiiic  Moii^ciiod,  'we  never 
li,i--.i|  a  (lay  without  >|)eakiii;:'  of  _\oii.  ^■ou^  >liare  iia»  lieen 
;i!;.iuii|  for  in  every  traii-aclion.  We  liave  Ionised  for  the 
h.iiipiiu-.-s  We  enjov  al  tlii>  moment  of  oireriiiix  you  your  lor- 
luiM'.  ihou^rh  We  have  never  for  a  moment  im!';.'ine(l  tliat  tliis 
"iv.lorV  tithe""  can  j)ay  <uir  (lel)t   of  gratitude." 

•And  as  she  spoke.  Madame  Mon^'c  nod  oirered  me  the  l)eau- 
tiiii  casket  vuu  .«ee  there,  which  contained  a  hundred  and 
tiftv  thousand-franc  notes. 

•••Vou  have  sutfen'd  much,  my  dear  .Vlain.  I  know;  hut  we 
t..;iM  ima<:ine  all  vour  sutrerin<.'s,  and  we  craked  our  hrains 
In  lliid  means  of  sending'  you  money;  hut  without  success," 
M..ii_'eiiod  went  on.  'Vou  tell  me  you  could  not  marry;  hut 
lure  jv  our  eldest  (lau<:hter.  She  ha>  heeii  hrouLdit  u]!  in  the 
ill.,:  tliat  ?-lie  shouhl  lie  your  wife,  and  >iie  has  live  hundred 
tM..ii-and  francs ' 

•••(lod  forhid  that  1  should  wreck  her  happiness!"  cried  I. 
,i-  I  beheld  a  jrirl  as  lovely  as  her  mother  had  l)een  at  her  aw, 
ii!i  1  1  drew  her  to  me.  and  kissed  her  forehead. 

'•'Do  not  he  afraid,  my  jiretty  chihl."  said  I.  '.\  man  of 
tifiv  and  a  girl  of  seventeen — and  so  ujzly  an  old  fellow  a-  I  ! 
-  Never  I' 

•••.Monsieur."  said  she,  'my  fatlier"s  Ivnid'actor  can  never 
>•  •  III  iii.dy  in  my  eyes." 

■■This  speech,  made  with  spontaneous  candor,  showed  me 
liiai  :<!1  Mon<:en(id  had  told  me  was  true.  1  otfi're(l  him  my 
iiaii'l.  and  we  fell  into  each  other"s  arms  once  more. 

••■My    friend."   said    I,   'I    have   often    ahu-ed   yon.   cur-od 

■■Vou  had  every  ri^dit.  Alain."  replied  he,  reddenin;.'.   'Vou 
v.'.iv  in  poverty  through  my  fault " 
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'"1  tniik  Mniii.'(iiMir«  |ia|i(r>  out  "(  ii  iiox  and  rotori"!  thfrn 
ti)  luiii,  alter'  I  am  illii);.'  hi-  imlc  <i|'  liaml. 

"  "Now  Villi  Will  all  linakl'a.-t  with  me,"  ^aid  I  to  thi"  fainilv 
parly. 

"  'On  <  iiiniitiiiii  nf  VMiir  diiiiii^'  with  luy  wife  as  soon  as  wc 
arc  M'ttltd."   said    Moiii/eimd,  'I'm'  «<■  arrived   nidy  ye-terd.u 
Wi'  are  ^'iiiii;:  111  hu\  a  linii-e.  and   I  am  ahuut  tn  ujien  a  liaiik 
in  I'ari^  fur  Nnrth  Anieriiaii  iiii«ine-s  tn  iea\e  to  that  ynuii).'- 
ster,"  he  said,  jiointiii;.^  to  hi>  eldot  >o!i.  a  lad  of  fifteen. 

"We  >|)ent  the  afternoon  lo;:ether.  and  in  the  eveninir  wr 
all  went  to  the  theatre,  for  MoiiLieiiod  and  hi>  party  were  dvin;: 
to  see  a  play.  Next  day  I  iine>ted  in  tlie  funds,  and  had  t'uii 
an  inconie  of  ahout  lifteeii  tliou>and  franes  in  all.  This  ro- 
leaseil  nie  from  hookkeepin;:  in  the  evi'iiiiiL'.  and  allowed  nie  to 
flive  lip  my  appointment,  to  the  L'reat  .-alisfaetioii  of  all  iny 
piihordinates. 

"My  friend  died  in  1S',*■^.  after  foiindini.'  the  hanking'  hini«(' 
of  Moni.'enod  and  Co..  which  made  immense  profits  on  tlu'  tir.-t 
loans  issued  at  the  lime  of  the  i'.'>toral  iuii.  ilis  daiiu'litir. 
to  whom  he  >;iil)-e(|ii(nlly  ^ave  ahoiit  a  million  of  franes.  mar- 
ried the  \'ieomte  de  Fontaine.  The  smi  whom  you  know  is 
not  yet  married;  he  lives  with  his  mother  and  hl.ts  yoiinL'ir 
brother,    We  find  them  ready  with  all  the  money  wo  may  neeil. 

"Frederic — for  his  father,  in  .\meriea.  hail  named  him  after 
mc — Frederic  Monirenod.  at  .-evi'n-and-thirty.  is  one  of  th!> 
most  skilful  and  res])ected  hankers  in  I'aris. 

"Not  very  loin:  since  Madame  Mon;.'enod  confessftd  to  ;ni> 
that  she  had  sold  lier  hair  for  two  crowns  of  si.\  livre^ 
to  1)0  ahle  to  hiiy  some  hread.  She  irivos  twenty-four  bads  of 
wood  every  year,  which  I  distrihute  anionL'  the  poor,  in  return 
for  the  half-load   1  once  i-ent  her." 

"Then  this  accounts  for  your  connection  with  the  house  of 
Jron<reno(l,"  said  (iodid'roid.     ".Xnd  you"  fortune " 

The  old  man  <till  looked  at  (iodefroid  \ith  the  ?ame  e.vpres- 
sion  of  mild  irony. 

"Prav  e-o  on,"  saic'  Godefroid.  seeing  by  Monsieur  Alain's 
manner  that  he  had  more  to  sav. 
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■This  cunclu.-mii.  my  dear  *  Imi!  liuid,  iiiuili'  the  ilrcpr-t  mi- 
1'!.  — ion  (111  inc.  'riioii;:li  the  iiiiiii  wliii  liml  >iiir  r^d  -n  nmth, 
t;ii'ii:;li  im\  l'iiiri<l  IiihI  l'or^M\cii  mh-  my  iiiju>tirc.  I  miilil  not 
■   •    :w'  my«i'll'  " 

I  •!: !"  siiiil  (iudrfi'niil. 


■tcniiiiicd  to  dcvutr  all  my  >iiri>lMs  iiicnini',  ntMHit  ton 
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that  time  1  mot 


Aamiiiin;:  .Itid^'c  ui  the  di'|iartiiiriit  nl'  tlir  Seine  iiamoil 
;ntit,    ulio-e     death      >ve      iiinuri'.ed      three      \cars     a<:(). 
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tor    lifteen    year-    jnaeti,«ed    the    mn>t    ellll 
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ch.iritv      ill      the     >ain 
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111     con- 


ith   tile  veiieral)le  vuar  (if   Ndtrc-Daiiie  and  witii   Ma- 
are  all  eii^ai't'd,  and 


aimed   the  work    iii   whidi   we 
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ce    1.>"J;!.  has  >eeretlv  etre(  ted  Sdiue  f^ood  results, 


This  work  lias  found  a  ><>u\  in  Madame  de  la  Clianterie; 


reallv  the  vei\  >iiirit  of  ilie  umlertakiiij,'. 
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in  niakinj'  us  more  reliu'i 


led 

^tratinfr  the  ne(cssitv   for  heinjr  virtuous  ourselves  i 


he  vi(  ar  had 
ous  than  we  wen^  at  first. 
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tt(  il:'.-iri'  to  inspire  virtue — for  preach  in;:,  in  fact,  by  cx- 
aiiiph'.  And  the  further  we  pro;:ress  in  that  path,  tlio  hap- 
I'K  r  we  are  anion;:  our.-elves.  Thus  it  was  my  repntanco 
Ihi-  having:  misprized  tiie  heart  of  my  IjoyliooiFs  friciul  whieh 
I.  i  iiic  to  the  idea  n(  devotin,;:  to  the  poor,  throiiirh  myself, 
til'  fortune  he  hrou^rht  home  to  me,  which  1  aceepte(l  without 
li-imirrini:  to  the  vast  sum  repaid  to  me  for  so  small  a  loan; 
tli.  application  of  it  made  it  ritrlit." 

I  ins  narrative,  devoid  of  all  emphasis,  and  told  with  touch- 

!!_'  simplicity  of  tone.  ;:estui'e.  and  I'xiiressioii.  would  have 
'■■n  eiiou^rh  to  make  (iodefroid  resolve  on  joinint:  in  this 
!i  iile  and  saintly  work,  if  he  had  imt  alrcadv  intended  it. 

"Voii  know  little  of  the  world. "'  said  (iodefroid.  "if  you  had 
- 1'  ii  >eru])les  over  a  thing  which  would  never  have  weiudied  on 

H;;,  other  conscience." 

1  know  only  the  wretched."  repliecl  th.e  good  num.  ''I  have 
'■''■■  wi-h  to  know  a  world  where  men  inisjudi:e  each  other  with 
-"  !:!!le  compunction. — Now.  it  is  nearly  tiii  Inight.  and  I  lia.o 
tfi  iiieditate  on  my  cliapter  of  the  ///n7(;/(o/i.  —  (iood-night." 
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Godofroid  took  the  kind  old  man".-;  hand  and  pressed  it  with 
an  impulse  of  irciniitif  admiration. 

'■("an  y(ni  tell  me  Madame  de  la  Chantorio't:  histoi7?"  asked 
Godofroid. 

"It  would  be  impossii)l('  without  her  pi.rniissioii,  for  it  is 
connected  with  one  of  the  most  terrii)le  incidents  of  imperial 
politics.  1  fir.-t  kni'w  Madame  thr<)u<:h  my  friend  Bordin:  he 
knew  all  the  secrets  of  that  beautiful  life;  and  it  was  he  who 
led  nie,  so  to  speak,  to  this  house." 

''At  anv  rate,  then."  said  (iodefroid,  "I  (hank  you  for  hav- 
ing told  me  vour  lif(^:  it  contains  a  lesson  for  nie." 

"Do  you  discern  its  moral?" 

"N'av.  tell  it  me."  sai<l  (iodefroid  ;  '-for  I  might  see  it  differ- 
ently to  you " 

"Well,  then,"  said  the  good  man,  "pleasure  is  but  an  acci- 
dent in  the  lit'e  of  the  Christian;  it  is  not  his  aim  and  end— 
and  we  learn  this  too  latt'." 

"Wha*  then  happens  when  we  are  converted?"  asked  Goile- 
froid. 

"Look  there!"  said  Alain,  and  he  pointed  to  an  inscription 
in  letters  of  gold  on  a  black  ground,  which  the  neweoiii'T 
had  not  seen  before,  as  this  was  the  first  time  he  had  ever  l>cn 
into  his  cojnpanion's  rooms.  He  turned  round  and  read  tin' 
words,  "Tii.wsii!!;  T5i:m:f.v(1i:mi()." 

"That,  my  son,  is  the  meaning  we  then  find  in  life.  That 
is  our  motto.  If  you  become  one  of  us.  that  constitutes  ymir 
brevet.  We  read  that  text  and  take  it  as  our  counsel  at  every 
hour  of  tile  dav,  when  we  ris(>.  when  we  go  to  bed,  while  we 
dress.  Oh  !  if  you  could  but  know  what  infinite  happiness  i-  to 
be  found  in  carrying  out  that  devict'I" 

'Tn  what  wav?"  said  Godefroid.  hoping  for  some  explana- 
tions. 

"In  the  !ir-t  place,  we  are  as  rich  as  Baron  de  Xucingen.— 
But  the  fiiiihttiiiii  prohibit-;  our  calling  anything  our  own; 
we  are  but  stewards;  and  if  we  feel  a  single  impulse  of  pri'!'. 
we  are  not  worthy  to  !»•  .-tewai'ds.  That  would  not  be  l,'iu.<ir:' 
licui'fiii  ifiiilo :  it  would  lie  enjoyment  in  thought.    If  you  siy 
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fi  vniirsclf,  with  a  certain  dilation  of  tiic  nostrils.  'I  am  play- 
in.'  ;!h'  part  of  Provick-ncc" — as  you  nii>;lit  lur  !■  ihouL'ht  this 
;:  M-iiiii^'.  if  you  had  iH'i'ii  in  my  place,  {jrivinj,'  new  life  to  a 
«:v;.    family,  you  are  a  Sardanapalus  at  onci — and  wieked  I 
N'.::  i.ne  of  our  inendxTs  ever  thinks  of  himself  when  doing 
.-..mI.     You  must  east  oil'  all  vanity,  all   pride,  all  self-eon- 
-  ;  ;i-iiess;  and  it  is  ditlicult.  1  can  tell  you." 
(,■  .l.froid  hid  Monsieur  Alain  <i;ood-ni^dit,  and  wont  to  his 
i!!  i.Miins.  much  moved  l)y  this  story;  hut  his  curiosity  was 
\    '  d  rather  than  satisfied,  for  the  chief  figure  in  the  picture 
;  'in-  domestic  scene  was   Madame  de  la  Chanterie.     'I'his 
■.vniM,in"s  history  was  to  him  so  su})rcmely  interesting  that  he 
:,■:.■  ihe  knowledge  of  it  the  first  aim  of  his  stay  in  the  house. 
11.    iiiderstood  that  the  puriio>e  for  which  these  five  persons 
•vii.-  Mssoeiated  was  some  great  charitahle  endeavor;  hut  he 
••..iii.lit  much  less  of  that  than  of  his  heroine. 

Til-  neophyte  spent  some  days  in  .tudying  these  choice 
•jiiriK.  amid  whom  he  found  him>elf,  with  greater  attention 
tiiiiii  ill'  had  hitherto  ih'voted  to  them:  and  l.e  hecam(>  the  suh- 
j.'t  iif  a  moral  phenonit  .  -n  which  modern  philanthropists 
]  ii\f  overlooked,  from  ignorance  jierhaps.  The  sphere  in  which 
:..  i:v,  il  had  a  direct  infiuence  on  (iodefmid.  The  law  which 
:,v,  riis  physical  nature  in  respect  to  the  influence  of  atmos- 
v\'.-T'v  conditions  on  the  lives  of  the  heings  suhject  to  them, 
ii'.-'  L'nverns  moral  nature:  whence  it  is  to  he  inferred  that 
•i:r  r.ijlecting  in  mas,<es  of  the  eriminal  class  i.-  one  of  the 
LT'ai'-i  social  crimes,  while  ahsolute  isolation  is  an  experi- 
;::';•  of  which  the  success  is  very  douhtful.   Condemned  felons 

::-  ;.  therefore,  to  he  placed  in  rcli<.nous  institutions  and  sur- 
r  .;!i';rd    with   prodigies   of   goodness    instead   e,f   heing   left 

:;-:,_'  marvels  of  evil.  The  Clmrch  may  he  looked  to  for  per- 
:' '  I  levotion  to  this  cause;  for  if  She  is  r^ady  to  send  mis- 
-;  1  .:ies  to  harharous  or  savage  nations,  how  gladly  would 
>:  ■  1  'iiarge  her  religious  Orders  with  the  mission  of  rescuing 

i:i'i    !i4ructing  the  savages  of  (  ivilized  lif(>!     Every  criminal 

•  :      atlKHst — often  without  knowing  it. 
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Godofroid  foiiiid  liis  livo  (•onii)aiii()ns  I'lidowed  with  the 
qualiti(.'s  tlu'V  (k'Hiaiidi'd  id'  liiiii;  tlifv  wiTc  all  fri'C  from  priilc 
or  vanity,  all  truly  liiiiuliK'  and  jiious,  devoid  of  the  pn-tt'ii- 
tiousncss  which  coii>tiliitcs  f/crr;/////rs,s'  in  ihc  invidinu-  M^n-r 
of  the  word.  Thc.'^o  virtues  wcri'  contaf^nous ;  he  was  lillcd  with 
the  (k'suv  to  iniitatt'  tlioc  ohseun-  hcroi'>,  and  he  ended  hy 
Btudvin-:  with  ardor  the  l)ook  he  had  at  lirsl  seorneil.  Within 
a  fortnij,dit  ho  had  reduced  life  to  its  simplest  expressiiui,  tn 
what  it  really  is  when  re^^arded  from  the  lofty  point  of  view  tn 
which  the  reli<.n<>us  spirit  leads  us.  Finally,  his  curio.-iiy.  at 
first  purely  worldly  and  roused  hy  !nany  vulvar  nidtive-.  hr- 
canie  rarefied.  He  did  not  cease  to  lie  curiou-:  it  would  hav.' 
heen  ditlicult  to  lose  all  interest  in  the  life  of  Madame  de  la 
Chanterie;  but.  without  intendin;,'  it.  he  showed  a  resrvo 
which  was  fully  appreciated  hv  lliese  men.  in  whom  the  Holy 
Spirit  had  developed  wonderful  <lepths  of  mind,  as  hajipen?. 
indeed,  with  all  who  devote  themxdves  to  a  ndiiri'ius  life.  '\'\w 
concentration  of  the  moral  powers,  hy  whatever  means  or  sys- 
loni,  increases  tlicir  scojie  tenfold. 

"Our  youn^f  friend  is  not  yet  a  convert."  said  the  .u'ood  Abbe 
do  Vezo ;  "hut  ho  wishes  to  he"" 

An  iinforesoon  circumstance  led  to  the  revelation  of  MaiiaiiH' 
de  la  Chanterie"s  history,  so  that  his  intense  interest  in  it 
was  soon  satisfied. 

Paris  was  just  then  en.izrossed  hy  the  investi.iratinn  of  iho 
case  of  the  Barriere  Saint-.lacques.  one  of  those  hideous  trials 
which  mark  the  history  of  our  assizes.  The  trial  derived  it> 
interest  from  the  criminals  themselves,  whose  darin,ir  and  •^fW- 
eral  superiority  to  ordinaiy  culprits,  with  their  cynical  cnn- 
teinpt  for  justice,  really  appalled  the  ])uhlie.  It  was  a  iiote- 
worthv  fact  that  no  new-)iapcr  ever  entered  the  Hotel  dc  la 
Chanterie.  and  (iodefndd,  only  lu'ard  cd'  the  rejection  'd'  the 
apjieal  to  the  Supreme  Cnurt  from  his  master  in  bookkeep- 
ing; the  trial  had  taken  phu-e  long  before  he  came  to  Madaiiic 
de  la  Chanterie. 

"Do  vuu  ever  meet  with  such  men  a~  tliese  atrocious  senuii- 
drelsr"  he  a>ked  his  new  friends.  "Or,  when  you  do.  hew 
do  vou  deal  with  them?" 


!-  H  ■ 


THE  SB:AMY  Sn>K  OF  IIISTOKY 


ii  tlif  fir^t  pliuv, 
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;ai(l  Moiijiour  Nicolas,  "ilicro  is  no  such 
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asylum  at  Cliarenton  ;  ).ut  wilh  ilie  cxceplion  of 
pathological  exceptions,  what  we  find  arc  simply 
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table  is  to  set  souls  upright  and  bring  the  erring  into 


lit  wav, 


to  the  apostle  all  tilings  are  possible,'"  said  the  Abbe 


\...  :  'iic  has  (Jod  on  his  side.  " 
■•li  \mi  were  sent  to  the>e  two  con 


deinned  men."  said  Gode- 


.!.  "vou  could  do  nothing  with  them." 
Tiii-re  would  not  l)e  time,"  observ(>(l  Monsieur  Alain. 
A-  a  rule,"  said  MoiiMeur  Nicolas,  'nhe  souls  handed  over 
-.   dealt  with  bv  the  Church  are  in  utter  impenitence,  and 
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oo  slio 


rt  for  miracles  to  be  wrought. 


rhe  men 
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tted  murder,  it  is  impossil)le  to 
for  them:  Iniman  iu.^tico  has  taken  jmssession  of 


Then  you  are  averse  to  capital  punishment?"  said  Gode- 


Mniisieur  Xicolas  hastily  rose  and  left  the  room. 

■■\ever  speak  of  ca])ital  punishment  in  thi^  pre-^ence  of  Mon- 
-:;.!■  Xicolas.  lli^  niice  recognized  in  a  criminal,  whose  exe- 
.  ui'ii  it  was  his  duty  to  superintend,  a  natural  child  of  his 

-And  who  was  innocent  \"  added  Mnn-iiMir  Joseph. 

\i  this  moment  Madame  de  la  (lianterie,  who  had  not  been 
■'.]  the  room,  came   in. 

••Snll.  vou  mu<t  allow."  Godefroid  went  on.  addressing 
"  ■  -i.'ur  .Tose])h.  "'that  s(K'iety  cannot  exi-t  without  capital 
'■mient.  and  that  these  m(>n.  who-e  heads " 

i:M,l..froid  felt  his  month  suddenlv  closed  by  a  strong'  hand. 
ii  '  ;l  c  .\bl)e  de  Veze  led  away  Madame  de  la  Chanterie,  pale 
;iii '.  lialf  dead. 

•  What  have  vou  done?"  cried  M(nisieur  Joseph.    "Take  him 
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away.  Alain,"  he  said,  rcinovin^r  the  liiiiid  with  which  li<.  had 
pa^rtrof]  (Jodi'froid;  and  \k'  followed  tlu-  Ahhe  do  Vczc  into 
ifadaiiif's  roniii. 

"Conu>  with  nH>."  said  Alain  to  (iodefroid.  "You  have  cnin- 
polled  us  to  t.  :    u.u  the  se(rvt>  of  Madanio's  Ijf,.." 

In  a  few  minutes  the  two  friends  were  topethor  in  ^ronH..ur 
Alain's  room,  as  thiy  had  heeii  when  the  old  man  had  told 
Godefroid  his  own  historv. 

"Well."'  said  (iodefroid,  wliose  face  sullleiontly  showed  his 
despair  at  havin.tr  i)e"n  the  cause  of  what  mi-rht  he  called  a 
catastrophe  in  this  pious  household. 

"I  am  waitini:  till  Manon  shall  have  conio  to  sav  how  ^-he  is 
goin.i,'  on."  replied  the  good  man,  as  ho  heard  the  woman's  step 
on  the  stairs. 

"Monsieur,  Madame  is  hotter,  ^fonsiour  I'Ahho  manaijod 
to  deceive  her  as  to  what  had  heen  said."  and  Manon  shot 
a  wrathful  dance  at  rjodefroiih 

"Good  Heavens!"  exflainied  the  unhap])y  youn<r  man.  his 
eyes  filling  with  tears. 

"Come,  sit  down."  said  ^fonsiour  Alain,  seating  hinisidf 
Then  ho  [taused  to  collect  his  thoughts. 

"I  do  not  know."  said  the  kind  old  man.  "that  I  have  the 
talent  necessary  to  give  a  worthy  narrative  of  a  life  so 
cruelly  tried,  "^'ou  mu-^t  forgive  nie  if  you  find  the  word-  of 
so  poor  a  speaker  inadequate  to  the  magnitude  of  the  event.* 
and  catastrophes.  You  mu-'  remomher  that  it  is  a  verv  lon^ 
time  since  I  was  at  .s(  hool.  and  that  I  date  from  a  time  when 
thoughts  wore  ludd  of  more  importance  than  cfTect— frniii  a 
prosaic  ago.  when  we  knew  not  how  to  speak  of  things  exci'pt 
by  their  names." 

Godefroid  bowed  with  an  expression  of  assent,  in  whicdi  hi- 
worthy  old  friend  (-  ild  discern  his  sincere  admiration,  and 
which  nlainly  said.  "I  am  listening." 

".\s  you  have  just  perceived,  my  young  friend,  it  would 
be  impossihle  for  you  to  remain  one  of  us  without  learning' 
some  of  the  particulars  of  that  saintly  woman's  life.  There 
are  certain  id(>as.  allusions,  words,  wliich  are  absolutely  pro- 
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1  ;'  :;im1   in  tlii-s  liousc.  since  they   iiicvitalily   roopon   wounds. 
.  :   .iliirh  the  anguish  niiglit  kill  Mmliunc  if  il   were  onw  or 

;  A  1  .•  revived " 

•■(iiKid    Heavens  I"    exolainied    (lodefroid.    "whiit    have    I 


■  I'.iil    for  'v.onsieur  Josepli,  who  hapjiily   interrupted   you 

■   as  yiiu  wen   ahout  to  sped-c  nf  the  awful  instrument  of 

•1,  you  woul.    ''ave  annihilate(l  the  ])oor  lady. —  It  is  time 

Mill  sliuuld  he  told  all  ;  for  you  will  he  one  of  us,  of  that 

A     ii'e  all  convinced." 

•Madame  de  la  ("hanterie,"  he  w(mU  on  after  a  sh.nrt  pause, 
•  -  descended  from  one  of  the  first  families  of  Lower  Nor- 
!i  i'ldy.  Her  maiden  name  was  Mailemoiselle  Barhe-Philihorte 
:    (  liampiirnelles — of  a  younger  Itranch  of  tliat  house:  and 

-  was  intended  to  take  the  veil  unle>s  a  marriage  could 
';•  :irranged  for  her  with  the  usual  renunciations  of  property 
;■  .'  were  conimoidy  nipiircd  in  poor  families  of  high  rank. 
.\  n-rtain  Sieur  de  la  Chanterie,  whose  family  had  siink  into 
',11'. r  ohscurily,  though  dating  from  the  time  of  Philippe- 
Aujiiste's  crusade,  was  an.xioas  to  r  io\rr  the  rank  to  which 

-  Micient  a  name  gave  him  a  claim  in  tlii'  province  of  Xor- 
1  i.'uly.  But  he  had  fallen  (piite  from  his  high  estate,  for  he 
i:i,ii  made  money — some  three  hundred  thousand  francs — by 
Mijjilying  the  commissariat  for  the  army  at  the  time  of  the 
Wiir  with  Hanover.  His  son,  trusting  too  much  to  this  wealth, 
«i.i.  !i  provincial  rumor  magnified,  was  living  in  Paris  in  a 
"I     i-alculated  to  cause  the  father  of  a  family  some  uneasi- 

"Mademoipelle    de    Champignelles'    great    merits    became 

f.iiiM.u^  throughout  the  district  of  le  Ressin:  and  the  old  man, 

■v   --"  little  feof  of  la  Chanterie  lay  between  ("aen  and  Saint- 

!    .  i'Hard  some  expressions  of  regret  that  so  accomplished  a 

J  lady,  and  one  so  capable  of  making  a  husband  happy, 

■'  end  her  days  in  a  convent.     On  his  uttering  a  wish  to 

ner  out,  some  hope  was  given  him  that  he  might  obtain 

::in<l  of  Mademoiselle  Philiherte  for  his  son  if  he  were 

'  lit    to    renounce    any    marriage    portion.      H  ■    went    to 


if 


i1 
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Baynix,  contrisfil  to  liavv  two  (jt  three  meetings  with  the 
('hani])i;,'iK'lies  t'aiiiilv,  iiml  ua-  I'a.-eiiiated  by  tile  young  hniv"- 
noljje  (jualitie.-. 

"At    tlie   au'e  of   -i\ti'"ii.    Mad'Tiioi^elle   (ie   Chaiiipigneili , 

gave  J)rollll>e  of  wliat  >he  Would  liecolll''.  Siie  evinced  Wrij- 
I'ounded  piety,  ^ouiid  ;;ooi|  >en-e.  inlh'vilile  n'eiitiKh' — nii.' 
of   tllose   Ilatlll'es   wllieh    Mill    never   veer    ill    il-   all'eet  ions  ivcn 

if  tliey  are  the  outcome  of  duty.  'Vlu-  old  iicldeiiian.  en- 
riched l)y  his  somewhat  illicit  gains.  di~cerned  in  thi>  charm- 
ing girl  a  wife  who  might  keej.  his  son  in  (jrder  hv  the  au- 
thority of  virtue  and  the  a.-cendency  nf  a  character  that  \va- 
firm  hut  no!  rigid;  for.  a>  you  have  seen,  no  (Mie  can  he  gen- 
tler than  Madame  de  la  Chanterie.  Then,  no  one  could  he 
more  confiding;  even  in  the  decline  of  life  she  has  the  candor 
of  innocence;  in  her  youth  she  would  not  heli^ve  in  evil;  sueli 
distrust  a.-  you  may  have  seen  in  her  >lie  owes  to  her  mh- 
fortunes.  The  old  man  jiledged  hini-elf  to  the  Champignellfs 
to  give  them  a  discliarge  in  full  for  the  portion  legitiniately 
due  to  Mailemoiselle  riiiliherte  on  the  sii:ning  o\'  the  mar- 
riage-contract; in  return,  the  Chainpignelle.-.  who  were  cen- 
nected  with  the  greatest  families,  ju-oinised  to  have  the  fcnf 
of  hi.  Chanterie  created  a  barony,  and  they  kept  their  word. 
The  bridegroom's  aunt.  Madame  de  i)oisfnd<in.  the  wife  of 
the  councillor  to  the  I'arlement  who  died  in  your  room.-,  prom- 
ised to  leave  her  fortune  to  her  nephew. 

"When  all  these  arrangements  were  com])]eted  between 
the  two  families,  the  father  sent  for  his  son.  This  young 
man,  at  the  time  of  his  marriage,  was  five-and-twenty.  and 
already  a  Master  of  Ajipeals;  he  had  indulged  in  nuinerou> 
follies  with  the  young  geiillemeii  of  the  time,  living  in  their 
style;  and  tlie  old  army  contractor  had  sevral  times  paid 
his  dei)ts  to  a  considerable  amount.  The  ])ooi  Tather.  Tore- 
seeing  further  dissipation  (,n  the  son's  part,  was  onlv  too  glad 
to  settle  a  part  of  his  fortune  on  his  daughter-in-law;  Imt 
he  was  so  cautious  as  to  entail  the  estate  of  la  Cliantorie 
on  the  heirs  male  of  the  marriage '' 
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III.',  and  liopin;,'  that  his  si 


in  was  a  rrtormt'i 


fe 


( ii,ir;i(t(T,  sent  the  young  couple  to  I'aris.  This  was  early 
111  l^^s.  For  nearly  a  year  tliey  were  perfectly  happy.  Ma- 
ilaiiM  de  la  Chanterie  wa-  the  (,l)ject  of  all  tlie  little  cares. 
liir  most  delicate  attentions  that  a  devotet]  lover  can  lavisli 
II  ilie  one  and  only  woman  he  loves.  Brief  as  it  was.  the 
liniiiMiioon  heained  brightly  on  the  heart  of  the  noi)le  and 
unrTnuuito  lady. 

"As  you  know,  in 
f.iiii-  themselve; 


those  davs  mothers  all  nur-"d  tlieir  in- 
Madaim^  de  la  Chanterie  had  a  daughter, 
time,  when  a  wife  ought  to  he  tiie  ohject  of  doidde  de- 
>ii  on   her  husband's  part,  was.  on  the  contrary,  the  1)0- 

was  oblii:cd 


;.-iii;iing  of  dreadful  woes.  The  Master  of  .\ppeals 
I"  -.11  everything  he  could  part  with  to  pay  old  deht<  which 
\\i  iiiid  not  coiife:-v(.d.  ami  more  recent  gambling  debts.  Then. 
.  the  National  AsstMuhly  dissolved  the  Supremo 
and  the   Parlement.  and  a!)olished  all  the  great  law 


J, I, 


n;(ii 


;ilii'nintnient>  that   had  been  so  dearly  purchased.     Thus  the 


vniinir  coui)le,  wi 


ill  the  addition  of  their  child,  had  no  income 
I"  n  Iv  on  hut  the  revenues  from  the  entailed  estate,  and  from 


portion 


settled   fm    ^radame   de   la   Chanterie.      T\vent\ 


nil. I, 


fter  their  marriaire  this  charming  woman,  at  the  age 


iit.(  ell  and  a  half,  found  herself  reduced  to  mainta 


null'. 


and  tlie  child 


at  her  breast  bv  the  work  of  her  hand> 


.bs 


cure  -tree!    wlu 


re  she  hid  herself.     She  then  found 


if  ab>olut(dy  deserted  by  her  husband,  who  fell  -tip  by 


ito  tl 


le  so< 


ietv  of  the  v(>rv  lowest  kind.     N 


ever  ( 


lid  .-h 


me   nr 


r  hu-band.  never  did   she  put  him   in  the  least  ii 


u-i-(.imr. 


lie  lia 


s  told  us  that  all  throiigh  the  worst  t 


me 


■!).■  iiravc 


d  1.1  (iod  f(U-  her  dear  Henri. 


r    ill 
t   II 


'i 


7»! 


TiiH  si:a.mv  siDi;  oi-  iiistouy 


■if 


'■'I'hf  rascars  nanif  \va>  Ilciiri."  n'tnark'.il  Mdiisiciir  Al.iin, 
"Ft  i>  a  iiaiiii'  that  must  never  lie  spoken  lure,  aiiv  more  tlmii 
that   iif   llelirii'lle. — 'I'd   |iriiei'e(l: 

"M.idanie  (le  la  Chanlerie.  who  never  (Hiitted  h(>r  iiii!,' 
n>iiin  in  the  fiiie  i!e  la  ( 'nnlerie-iln-Teiniile  unless  to  hnv  t'n'„| 
or  fetch  her  work,  kejit  lier  heail  ahove  water,  thanks  [lartlv 
to  ail  allowance  of  a  hunilre(l  francs  a  month  from  her  failur- 
in-law.  who  wa,-  ^niched  hy  so  nuicli  virtue.  However,  tlic 
poor  \ounLr  wife,  foreseeinir  that  this  support  iniirlit  fail  li.r. 
h.i'i  taken  up  the  lahorior.s  work  of  a  staymaker.  ami  wurkcij 
for  a  faniou-  dre-smaker.  In  fact,  ere  lonj:  the  old  contraitor 
dii'd.  and  !ii>  estate  was  I'onsumcd  hy  his  son  under  favor  of 
the  oM'i'throw  of  till'  Mniiardiv. 

'■'I'he  erewhile  Ma>ter  of  Apfteals.  now  ono  of  the  iiiosi 
savaire  of  all  the  presidents  of  the  revolutionary  tribunal,  bail 
become  a  terror  in  Xoianandy.  and  could  inil'ilLTe  all  his  pas- 
sions. Then.  impri>one(l  in  his  turn  on  the  fall  of  Rohes- 
pierre,  the  hatred  id'  the  department  condemned  him  to  in- 
evitable di'atb.  Madame  de  la  Cbanterie  received  a  fareuvjl 
letter  aniiouncini:  her  husband's  fate.  She  immedi.itelv 
pbiceil  her  little  ,i;irl  in  the  care  of  a  nciLrhbor.  and  went  off 
to  the  tnwn  where  the  wretch  wa-  in  confinement,  taking'  with 
Iier  a  i\'\Y  louis.  which  i-orislitutcd  her  whole  fortune.  Thi- 
money  enabled  her  to  j:et  into  the  prison.  She  succeeded  in 
helpinir  her  husband  to  es(>ape.  dressimr  him  in  olothes  «(  her 
own.  under  circumstances  very  similar  to  tho.so  which  not  loni: 
after  favore<l  Madame  de  la  Valette.  She  was;  condemned  to 
death,  but  the  authorities  were  ashamed  to  carry  out  this  act 
of  rtvenire.  and  she  was  secretly  roloasod  with  tho  connivance 
of  tl'.e  Court  over  which  lier  husband  had  formerly  prosid.fl. 
She  LTot  hack  to  Paris  on  foot  without  any  money,  slcepim:  at 
fai'ip.hou-e-.  and  often   fed  by  charity. "' 

"(iood   Heavens!"'  e.xclaimed  Godefroid. 

■"Waif."  -aid  tlie  old  man.  "that  was  nothing. — In  tho 
eoiM'-e  ,,f  ej;rj,t  ycars  the  poor  woman  saw  !ut  husltand  tb.n'o 
'imes.  The  first  time  the  eeiitleman  spent  twentv-fonr  lioiir- 
in  hi-  vife"s  hundile  lodtrini^^s,  and  went  away  with  all  h^v 
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■V,  al'tiT   lii'ii|iiii<,'  1)11   111' 


r  I'ViTv    iiuiik   of  airfcti(jii,  and 


i\i'^  her  to  bi'lifvc   in   lii-  cfiiniili'tf  ivt'orination. 


■For  1 


nut  resist. 


aid 


a  man  for  wlimn  1   prayt'il  (.-verv 


mil 


w 


ho   tillrd    inv    lliou<;lUs  cxt-lusivclv. 


'I' 


r-CCOint 


Moii-icur  ('u'  la  Cliantrrio  canic  in  a  dviii.i;  .-tati'.  and  from 


iiiii'  I 


lornlilf  (li.-easi' 


She  nur-i(|  iiiin.  ami  savfil  liis  lilc 


.-he  tried  to  reclaim  him  lo  ilccent  fi^elin^  and  a  .-eendy 


Aft 


er  promising. 


fvervtliin':  tills  anjrel  l)ei.'i:ed  ut 


reVo 


utionary  relaii.-cil  into  hideous  deiiaueheries.  at 


him, 
111  in 


iiily  escaped   prosecntion  liy   the  authorities  by  taking 


F' 


m  Ills  wile 


rooms,  where  he  (lieil  unino.es 


ted. 


Ill 


ai 


this   was  niilhiiii 


ai 


d  AI 


am,  seeing  dismay 


ill  tniijefroid's  face. 

•■\u  one  in  the  world  he  had  nii.ved  with  had  known  that 
!!;■  man  was  married.  Two  years  after  the  iiii.-erat)le  crea- 
t'liv's  death,  she  heard  tliat  there  was  a  second  Madame  de 
:■!  (  iiaiiterie,  widowed  and  ruined  like  herself.  The  bigamous 
\i!laiii  had  found  two  such  angels  incapalile  of  betraying 
l:.ii'.  -Towards  l.sii;?,"  the  old  man  went  on  after  a  pause, 
■■\1  nsieur  de  Boisfrelon,  Madame  de  la  Clianterie's  uncle, 
iiii'^iiig  his  name  removed  from  the  list  of  proscribed  per- 
Miii-.  came  hack  to  Paris  and  paid  over  to  her  two  hundred 
tii^Msand  francs  that  the  old  Commissariat  contractor  had 
pii.iil  in  his  keeping,  with  instructions  to  hold  it  in  trust  for 
':;-  niece.  He  persuaded  the  widow  to  return  to  Xormandy, 
vii'ic  she  completed  her  daughter's  education,  and,  by  the 
a'i\!(c  of  the  old  lawyer,  purchased  back  one  of  the  family 
•-•  ;ir~  under  very  favorable  conditions." 

"  \!i '."  sighed  (Jodefroid. 

■oh!  all  this  was  nothing  I""  said  Monsieur  Alain.  "We 
ill"  not  vet  come  to  the  hurricane. — To  proceed.  In  ISOT, 
a!',  r  four  years  of  jieace,  Madame  de  la  Chanteric  saw  her 
"V-.]':  daughter  married  to  a  gentleman  whose  piety,  wh  i-c  aii- 
tv-i'.lcnts,  and  fortune  seemed  a  guarantee  from  every  point 
' !'  '.  \v  ;  a  man  who  was  reported  to  i)c  th''  'iici  land)"  of  the 
•  ■  -iciitv  in  the  counlry-tciwn  where  Madame  and  her 
'.\i-v  si'.eiu  every  winter.     K'emark:  this  society  consi^ti-d 
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(,!'  H\r\\  or  LM-hi    I'miihIh-  !»  lon-iii;:  to  iliv  1u,l;1h'.-1    l'rfih:!i 
iiul.ilil\   -  the  .ri->>in-noii.-,  llif  'l'r(ii:-vilk-.  llu'  Car-tfrau.-.  tiio 

Nciiiatir-.  ami  llic  lik<'- 

"At  iIh'  i'lhl  (.f  iM^'litiTii  111  .iitlis  tlii-  man  dfsiTUMl  \n>  wife 
aii.l  saiu>hed  in  I'aM.-,  lia.Mii-  .l.aii,rl  Ins  iiamr.  Madaiuf 
.li'  la  CliaiiteriL'  (oiiM  ncvi  r  (1i.-c(.si.t  tuu  t'au.-^e  of  thi^  .-cpara 
,i,,n  till  thr  li-htiiiiiL:  lla.-h  showed  it  ill  the  iiii«lst  of  tli.- 
Morin.  iiir  daii-htcr,  wlmm  >]u-  had  hroii-hl  up  with  th- 
K,val.',-t  caiv  and  the  pinv^t.  ivliuMnu-  fculmgs  pfi'ScrvLnl  al.- 
M)luti'  >di'iKt'  on  the  siihjc'ct. 

"This  lack  of  coiilidcmv  wa^  a  j:mil  shock  to  MadaiiiL'  >]>' 
hi  CliaiitiTic.  Manv  times  aliva.ly  .-h<'  had  dct.rlfd  in  !irr 
damrht.T  crrtain  indHatioii.  ,,1'  ihr  fathrrV  adventurous 
spirit,  strcmrlhcm'd  hv  an  almost  manly  dcti^rmination  nf 
charaiter.  The  lui>hand  had  departed  witliout  lot  or  hin- 
drance, leaving  his  alVair-^  m  tlie  utmo-l  di>order.  To  this 
d:.y  Ma(hime  de  la  Chanterie  i-  ama/.e.l  at  this  catastrophe, 
wliich  no  human  power  could  remnly.  All  the  jK'rsons  she 
j.rivatelv  consulle.l  had  assure<l  her  hid'ore  the  marriage  tliut 
the  young  man's  fortune  wa>  char  and  unend)arrasMMl.  in 
land"  unencnnd)cred  hy  mortgages,  when,  at  that  v.Ty  time. 
the  estate  had,  for  ten  years,  hecn  loaded  with  deht  far  be- 
yond its  value.  So  everything  wa-  sold,  and  tlie  poor  young 
"wife,  reduced  to  her  own  little  income,  canu'  back  to  live  with 

her  mother. 

"Mailame  de  la  Chanterie  suhse  gently  learned  that  thw 
man  had  heen  kept  going  hy  the  most  respectahle  person^  in 
the  di,-triet  for  their  own  henefit.  for  the  wretched  man  owed 
tluMu  all  more  or  less  eonsideralile  suiU'^  of  money.  Indeeil. 
i'ver  <ince  her  arrival  in  the  province,  Madame  de  la  Chnn- 
tt'rie  liad  heen  regarded  as  a  l>rey. 

"liiAvever.  there  were  other  reasons  for  this  climax  of  di>- 
a>ter.  which  you  will  understand  from  a  conlldential  ( oin- 
munieation  addressed  to  the  Kmperor. 

"Thi-  man  had  long  since  succeeded  in  winning  the  geod 
grace-  of  the  leadiuL'  HoyaIi>ts  of  the  IV])artment  hy  hi-^  de- 
votion to  the  cau^e  during  the  stormiest  days  of  the  Kevolu- 
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.|.  As  oiif  of  L(.iii>  Will'-  most  Mclivc  .•ini-;>iirif-,  hf 
.!.  -iiHi'  1T!»M.  hcrii  iiiiM-il  >i|)  m  cviTV  (■nii>pir;ic  V.  nlwnys 
MIL'  iit  llic  riL'ht  tnntnciil.  Mini  with  >u  mm  h  lirxtrrity 
t  l;i>t  to  Mi>i>iticiii-  of  lii-  iKiimr.  'I'ln-  Kiiii.' 
1   111'  wa-  (xcluilrd    from  all 


v   'iKiraw 

;l-    111    U'lVC    n-l'    il 


liiiii   from  s('r\  ice.  mii 


l|\ilV.'i 


ir  tlio-c  wild  ucrt'  inil  iati'( 


irthrr  -clirmiti";.  so  ho  rvtirrd  to  hi-  c-taio.  ain'ailv  <li'oi>ly 
I.     All  th(-o  antiMnli'iits.  at  that  timo  ^<aiv.ly  known 
1  into  the  s((  rots  of  tlir  Cahinot 
'lot  sav  much  al)out  so  ilaiiLnrou-  a  collcairni'-inaili'  Iiim 
lijfct  almost  of  \vor>hiii  in  a  town  di'votcil  to  tin'  Boiir- 
vhvTc  the  cruf'li'st  devices  of  the  ('houan<  were  reuMrdcd 


■  i:-.  w 

<  holiest  warfare.     Th 


rriLMion 


-.  tlie  Ca-teran-;,  the  Che 


Miher  < 


Ic  X'alois,   in  short,  the  Ari-tocracy  and  the  Cluirrh. 

ms.  and  took  liim  to  thoir 


iveil  tho  l{oyalist  with  open  ar 
.III.     Thi>   favor  was  supiiorted  hy  lii-  creditor-"  earnest 
to  he  i)nid. 


■in 


This  wretch,  a  ma 


tch  for  the  deceased  la  Chaiiterio,  was 


to  k 


cc])  lip  his  p 


his  part  f 


'or  three  years;  he  afTccted  the  j:roat- 
vices.     Duriii!.'   ttio   first   few 


In- 


lietv.  and  siilijiiirated  ]\'\< 
hs  of  iiis  married  life  he  liad  some  little  infliienee  over 
fe;  he  did  liis  utmost  to  corrupt  her  hv  his  doctrine?, 
av  he  called  a  doctrine,  and  liv  the  flippant  tone 


wi 


itiieisin  m 


hni''? 


ihieh  he  spoke  of  the  most  sacrei]  t 

riiis  haekstairs  diplomate  had. on  his  return  to  th<'  country 


firmed  an  intimacy  with  a  yoiin^^  man.  over  head  and  ears 
in  .leht.  like  himself,  iuit  attractise.  in  so  far  that  he  had  as 
iiiirh  eouraire  and  honestv  as  the  other  had  shown  hypocrisy 


cowanlice 


his  LHiest  at  hi-  Iioum — who-e  charm  and 
li  !:  icti-r  could  not  fail  to  impress  a  yoiinir  woman,  to  sav 
liMtiiinu'  of  his  adventurous  eareer--wa-  a  tool  in  the  hus- 
iind's  hands  whicli  he  used  to  support  hi-  infamous  nrin- 
;  r^.     The  daimhter  never  confessed  to  Iut  mother  the  ._rnlf 

■r — for  human   iirii- 


which  circum-tances  liad   thrown  Ik 


\\rr  is  no  wo 


rd  for  the  caution  exerci.-ed  !iv  M 


elanie  i 


C'.nntt'rie  when  seekiui:  a  hu-lian 


d   f 


I      or  her  i)n!v  cliiln 


le  I; 
.\m 


hist  hlow.  in  a 


life  so  devoteil.  so  trui 


lele-. 


so  reli'nou- 


;el 


s    tested  as  she  had  heen  hy  every  kind  of  misfortiiiu 


An 
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filli'il  MiidiiriH'  (!(•  hi  Chaiitorii'  with  a  tlistrii>t  nf  hcrsrlf  ulucli 
i.-ohitcd  hiT  fnmi  hrr  iliiii;:ht(T ;  till  thr  iiiki-c  so  h(>caii-c  Iht 
<lawj:htfr.  in  (iiiiiiicnsitini:  for  Iht  ill  fMrtmii'.  in-i-tnl  mi 
pfrft'it  lih(rl\,  uM'iriilnl  Ikt  tiintlicr.  aril]  «a-  suiiii'tiriifs  \.rv 
r(>ii;:h  witli  hir. 

"Thus  uouniifil  in  cvitv  frcliri;.'.  ( liratnl  alike  in  Iht  iI'Vu- 
tiiiii  anil  liiT  ln\.'  fur  Iht  hii-haiul  -  to  wliotii  ^hc  hail  siicrili' .  ,| 
hir  iia[i[)iiiiv--.  her  I'ortimc,  and  hir  lift',  withu.it  a  tnurmur; 
chcati'd  III  the  cxclu-ivrly  rtlii.'ioii>  trainiiiL'  she  had  ^'ivcii  Ii'T 
daUL'htcr;  chcattd  liv  tlir  world,  cmu  \n  tln'  matter  of  thiit 
daiiu'htt'r"s  iiiarriairr,  and  nn'ctiiii:  with  no  justice  from  tlv 
heart  in  which  -he  had  itn[ilanted  none  hut  rif^ht  feeling's,  -hi' 
turned  more  resolutely  to  (lod.  cliniririir  to  liim  whose  hnnd 
hiy  i^o  heavy  on  lier.  She  was  almo-t  a  nun  :  she  wont  to  ma-- 
ovcry  Tiiorniiiir.  carried  out  monastic  discipline,  and  sav-'d  in 
overythitiL'  to  he  aide  to  help  the  jioor. 

"lias  any  woman  ever  known  a  more  saintlv  or  more  sp- 
vcrely  tried  life  than  this  nohle  creature,  so  mild  to  the  un- 
fortunate, so  hrave  in  danL-'er,  and  always  so  perfect  a  ("!iri^ 
tianr"  <aiil  the  worthy  man,  appealiiiLr  to  (lodefroid.  "Voii 
know  .Madame,  you  know  whether  she  is  fleficient  in  seii-o. 
judjiniont,  and  rellection.  She  has  all  these  (pialities  in  thi' 
hij^i.est  d(>^'ree.  Well,  and  still  all  these  misfortunes,  wliiih 
siindy  were  enou^di  to  (pialify  any  life  as  surpassing:  all  ofhcr- 
in  adversitv,  wen^  a  trifle  lompan^l  wiih  what  (iod  had  yet  in 
store  for  this  woman. — We  will  speak  only  of  ^fadanie  d.'  la 
riianterie's  (lau<rhtcr,"  said  .Monsieur  .Main.  <roinfron  with  hi? 
narrative. 

".\t  the  ape  of  eiirhteen,  wlien  shi'  married.  ^radomoise!Ii> 
de  la  Chanterie  had  an  extremely  delicate  complexion,  raih'T 
dark,  with  a  hrilliant  color,  a  slender  form,  and  charming' 
fealui-es.  .\n  elee-antly  formed  hrow  was  crowm^d  h\-  th(>  uin-t 
heautiful  Idack  hair,  that  matched  wtdl  with  hriirht  and  livih 
ha'/id  eves.  A  peculiar  prettiness  and  a  childlike  eounten.-inci' 
helicd  her  real  nature  and  masculine  decisiveness.  Sh"  had 
small  hands  aiid  feet:  in  all  ht>r  person  there  wa«  sometliiiiL' 
tinv  and  frail,  which  excluded  anv  idea  of  strencrth  and  wil- 


Hii 
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fuIl'r-S       NrMT  luiVIIl;,'  llSiil  a\Vil\    fidlll  lltT  lliollicr.  lltT  iiiimi 
V..,-  .ili.-oliitily  iiuiuiTiil.  iiinl  her  pit'ly  n'lnarkiihlr 

Till.-    vniiii;,'    liidy.    likf    M:iilaiii.'    df    la    (  haiitcrif,    \mi« 

f.il  ,lll(  illh     ilcMiIcd    ti)    till'    Udlirlnpll-,    ;inil    liatnl    ill"'    litSiilu 

;,  ■!: ;  -lif  ri';:iii'i It'll  Najiulniii'*  finpirf  )i»  a  |ila.u'iic  inlliit'''! 
. !:  I'laiicr  !)V  l'ro\  idfticf,  as  a  piini-liini'iil  fur  tlif  <  riim  -  I'f 
Such  a  cuiiroriiiits-  nl'  npiiiioii  lii'iwrcn  thr  lady  and  li''!' 
••lU  iiidavv  was,  as  it  always  imi.-t  l»'  in  -iK  h  <as.s.  a  inn 
i|ii-;\f  I'la-nii  in  favor  nf  thr  inarriaL'i'.  in  wliirli  all  llic  ari.- 
IiKHirv  'if  Ihi'  iirovimr  tonk  ihr  LTfali'st  intrri'st. 

I  'li-   wrt'trlii'd   man's   frii^nd   had  at    tlir  tinii'  nf  the  rc- 

II   in    IT!'!*  liiM'ti   llir  liadrr  of  a  troop  of  rhiiMiins.      Ii 

wiiiiil  sri'in  that   ihr    Uaroii      for   Madanic  (]r  la   ( 'hanl'Tii'V 

>..ii-iiida\v  was  a  Karon — had  no  ohjci'i  in  throwin:.'  liis  wife 

ail'!  his  frii'nd  ti)<;rtliiT  iiit   that   of  rxtractinfr  money  from 

liiMii      'riiiju^di  deeply   in  debt,   and   wifliont   any  mean?  of 

I'MW'j.  the  yoiinir  adventurer  lived  in  very  j,n)oil  style,  ami  was 

i!'' .  no  doubt,  to  help  the  promoter  of  royali-t  conspirafios. 

"lliTe  viiu  will  need  a   lew  Words  of  explanation  as  to  an 

;!--'H  lation  whieh  made  a  jrreat  noise  in  its  day."  said   Mon- 

•Mir  Alain,  interrupting^  his  narrative.     "I  mean  that  of  the 

mi  Irrs  known  as  the  ('liiiiilJciirs.     These  hriixands  j)ervaded 

.ill  liie  western  provinees  more  or  less;  hut  their  ohjeet  was 

!>  !  -n  mueh  pillajro  as  a  revival  of  the  Hoyalist  opposition 

.\i!'.;intasrc  was  taken  of  the  very  freneral  resistame  of  the  j)oo- 

•  it  !  I  the  law  of  conscription,  whicli,  as  you  know,  was  enforced 

1*  '  i  tiianv  nl)usps.     Hetween  Mortatrne  and  Rennes,  ami  ovon 

•  I.  as  far  as  the  Loire,  nocturnal  raids  were  frei|Uent.  com- 

•    .  to  tlio  injury  of  those  who  held  national  lands.    Tliesi' 

'.!!!'-  of  (lostrovers  were  the  terrors  of  the  country.     !  am  not 

- .'  ratin<r  when  I  tidl  you  that  in  some  Departments  the  arm 

'  1-1  ice  was  j)ractically  paralyzed.     Those  last  thunders  of 

Mr  did  not  echo  so  far  as  you   mii:ht  suppose,  accus- 

:•:<'!  as  wo  now  are  to  the  startliui:  publicity  jriven  hy  the 

ir--  to  the  most   trivial   acts  of  political   and   private  life. 

!'■   I  elisor  allowed  nothini:  to  appear  in  pi.nt  that  hore  on 

!'      I's.  unless  it  were  accomplished  fact,  and  even  that  was 
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dir^torti'd.  If  vnii  will  tiikc  the  trniihlc  to  look  tlirough  ohl 
lih's  III'  the  Mt/nilcur  ami  (Ulicr  iic\v.-j)ii|)fr>,  even  tho<e  i^sufj 
in  the  wcsttTn  [irovincrs.  you  will  liiid  not  a  word  concrrniiu' 
tliu  four  or  live  great  trials  whieli  hrought  >i.\ty  (.r  ciglily  ..f 
thc-c  relteU  to  the  sratl'old.  Ilruimiih.  this  wa>  tin.'  name  givcii 
under  the  K'evolution  to  the  Vendeans,  the  Chouans,  antl  all 
Who  took  up  arms  for  the  liou>e  of  Hourhoii:  and  it  wa-  -till 
'■iven  in  ]e"al  i)hra.~eolo'rv  under  the  l-hiipire  to  the  Hovalisl^ 
who  were  vietinis  to  sporadic  eon>piraeies.  iMir  to  some  vehe- 
ment M)uls  the  Emperor  and  his  government  were  'the 
Kiifinv."  and  everything  seemed  good  tliat  was  adverse  to  him. 
— I  am  explaining  the  jiosition,  not  ju>lifying  the  opinions. 
and  1  will  now  go  on  with  my  story. 

"So  now,"  \\v  said,  after  a  pau.~e.  .~ueh  a>^  must  occur  in  a 
long  ^^tory,  "you  nuist  undersland  that  these  Royalh-ts  were 
ruined  hy  the  war  of  K!):?,  though  eonsumeil  liy  frantie  pas- 
sions; and  if  vou  ean  conceive  id'  some  exceptional  nature? 
consunii'il  also  hv  such  nece.--itie-  as  tho-:e  of  Madame  de  la 
Chanterie's  son-in-law  and  his  friend  the  Chonan  leader,  vm- 
will  see  how  it  was  that  they  dt-termined  to  com  'it.  for  tlieir 
private  advantage,  acts  of  rohhery  which  their  political  opin- 
ions would  justify,  against  the  Imperial  government  for  the 
advantage  of  the  Cause. 

"The  young  leader  set  to  work  to  fan  the  a>luv  of  the 
Chonan  hution,  to  he  ready  to  act  at  an  opp<irtune  niouicnt. 
There  was,  soon  after,  a  terrihle  crisis  in  the  Emperor's  af- 
I'air.-  when  ho  was  -hut  up  in  the  island  of  Lohau.  and  it 
seemed  that  ho  must  inevitahly  suecuml)  to  a  simultaneous 
attack  hy  England  and  by  Austria.  The  victory  of  WaL'nim 
made  the  internal  rehellion  all  hut  ahortive.  This  attempt 
to  reviv(^  the  liies  of  civil  war  in  Urittany.  la  Vendee,  and  pai't 
of  Xormandv.  was  unfortunately  coincid(>nt  with  the  Maron- 
money  dilliciilties :  he  had  llattered  him^elf  that  he  couM 
contrive  a  separate  (wpedition.  of  which  tin^  profits  ceuld  It- 
applied  solely  t)  redeem  his  itroperty.  But  his  wife  and 
friend,  with  nohh-r  feeling,  refu-eil  to  diviu't  to  private  um^- 
anv  sums  that   might  be  snatched  at  the  sword's  point  from 
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t'",.  State  coffers;  tho?o  wore  to  be  distributed  to  the  relxl  con- 
.,.'npts  and  Choiians  and  to  pu^cha^e  weapons  and  anununi- 
1 1,111  to  arm  a  general  rising. 

-At  last,  when  after  lieated  discussions  the  young  fhouan, 
-iipiiorted  hv  the  Baroness,  positively  refused  to  retain  a  hun- 
,irM,l  thousand  francs  in  silver  crowns  whieli  was  to  be  seized 
••r,,in  one  of  the  Government  Receivers'  offices  in  the  west  to 
nrnvide  for  the  Royalist  forces,  tlie  husband  disappeared,  to 
,.-,;ipe  the  executi(.n  on  his  person  of  several  writs  that  were 
.•;t  against  liim.  The  creditors  tried  to  extract  payment  from 
W:~  w?fe,  but  tlie  wretched  man  had  dried  up  the  sj)ring  of  af- 
f,  rtinii  which  prompts  a  woman  to  sacrifice  herself  for  her 
hti-band. 

••All  this  was  kept  from  poor  Madame  de  la  riinnterie,  but 
It  was  a  trifle  in  comparison  with  the  plot  that  lay  behind  this 
in>  relv  preliminary  explanation. 

•It  is  too  late  this  evening."  said  the  good  man.  looking  at 
t!!-  clock,  "and  there  i^  too  much  still  to  tell,  to  alhuv  of  my 
,r,.in-  on  with  the  rest  of  the  story.    :Mv  old  frirtul  P.ordin, 
wiio'was  made  famous  as  a  KoyaIi^t  by  his  sliaiv  in  the  great 
S  iii'^use  trial,  and  who  pleaded  in  the  ca-e  of  tne  I'iKiulfcurs 
,if  Mortagne,  gave  me  when  I  came  to  live  lure  two  docu- 
nutits  whTch.  as  he  died  not  long  after.  1  st.n  1.  ive  in  my  pos- 
ses-ion.    You  will  there  find  the  facts  =et  forth  much  more 
c-ueiselv  than  1  could  give  them.     Tiu   details  are  so  com- 
plicated that  I  should  lose  myself  in  trying  to  state  them, 
!i!)(l  it  would  take  me  more  tl'ian  two  Ikuips.  while  in   these 
pnners  you  will  find  them  summarized.     To-morrow  inortiing 
1  will  tell  you  wha*  remains  to  be  told  eoneernimr  Madame 
ti'   la  Chanterie.  for  when  you  have  read  the-e  doeurncnts  vou 
Will  be  sutliciently  informed  for  aie  to  conclude  my  tale  in  a 
fi  \v  words."' 

ilo  placed  some  papers,  vellow  with  years,  in  (iodcfroid's 
hauls:  after  bidding  his  neiLrhbor  good-niirht.  tiie  vouno;  man 
retired  to  his  room,  and  before  he  went  to  sleep  read  the  two 
documents  here  reproduced: 
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"Bill  of  Inuictmknt. 


'Court  of  Criminal  and  !<prcial  .lustier  for  the  Department 

of  the  Ornc. 

'•The  Piildic  Prosocutor  to  the  Imperial  Court  of  Justice 


cm! 


ill  Ciicii,  iippointi'd  to  carrv  out  his  functions  to  the  Sp. 
C'rinunal  Court  sittin-  liy  "the  Imperial  decree  of  Septemtwr 
180;t.  in  the  town  of  .\len(:on,  sets  fortli  to  the  Court  tlic  f,.l- 
Inviii-  1'aets,  as  proved  by  the  preliminary  proceedings,  to- 

wit :  ,  1  i.' 

'•That  a  oonspiracv  of  brigands,  hatched  for  a  long  tmie 
witli  extraordinary  secrecy,  and  connected  with  a  scheme  for 
a  "cueral  rising' in  the  western  departments,  has  vented 
itself  in  several  attempts  on  the  lives  ard  property  of  citizens. 
and  more  especiallv  in  tlie  attack  with  robbery,  under  arms, 
on  a  vehicle  convevin-.  on  the  —  of  May.  18—  the  Govern- 
ment n.onevs  coll.rted  at  Caen.  This  attack,  recalling  in  its 
detail^  the  memories  of  the  civil  war  now  so  happily  at  an  end, 
showed  dc-ivhiid  designs  of  a  .legree  of  villainy  which  cannot 
be  excused  bv  the  veliemence  of  passion. 

"From  its  inception  to  the  end.  the  plot  is  extremely  com- 
plicated and  the  details  numerous.  The  preliminary  ex- 
aminatiens  lasted  for  more  than  a  year,  but  tlu  evidence 
forthcoming  at  every  stage  of  the  crime  throws  full  light  m 
the  preparations  made,  on  its  execution,  and  results. 

"The  fir'-t  idea  of  the  plot  was  conceived  l)v  one  Cliarle-^- 
\medce-T/niis-Joseph  T^ifoel,  calling  himself  the  Chevalier 
du  Vissard.  born  at  le  Vissard.  a  hamlet  of  Saint-Mexm(>  by 
Ernee.  and  formerlv  a  leader  of  the  rebels. 

"This  man  who  was  pardoned  by  His  Majesty  the  Em- 
peror at  the  time  of  the  general  peace  and  amnestv.  and  whoso 
in-ratitude  lo  Ids  sovereign  has  shown  itself  in  fresh  crime=. 


ha-:  r\hi 


vadv  MiiTered  the' extreme  penalty  of  the  law  as  the 
mmishment   for  his   misdeeds:   but    it    i^   necessary  here  to 
lofer  to  ^ome  of  hi^  action^,  a^  he  b,:,.l  ^^reat  influence  ove 
some  of  the  aecu^ed  now  nwnitiivr  the  vordi,'t  of  .lustice.  and 
he  is  concerned  in  every  circumstance  of  the  case. 
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•This  (langtrcus  agitator,  wlio  bure  an  alias,  as  is  common 
',v;ili  these  rebels,  and  was  known  as  Picrrul,  used  to  wander 
iiniiit  the  western  provinces  enlisting  partisans  for  a  fresh 
V. '-llinn;  but  his  safest  lurking-plaee  was  the  chateau  of 
>  iiiil-Savin,  the  home  of  a  woman  name(l  Lechanlre  and  hor 
iliii-liter  named  Brvuml,  a  house  in  tlie  hamlet  of  Saint-Savin 
;iip!  in  the  district  of  Mortagne.  This  spot  is  famous  in  the 
!!!M-t  horrible  annals  of  the  rebellion  of  1799.  It  was  there 
!'  ;it  a  courier  was  murdered,  and  his  chaise  plundered  by  a 
\.\\\i\  of  brigands  under  the  command  of  a  woman,  helped  by 
li  r  notorious  Marcho-a-Tcrre.  Hence  brigandage  may  be  said 
•    iie  endemic  in  this  neighborhood. 

•An  intimacy  for  which  we  seek  no  name  had  existed  for 
in.irc  than  a  year  between  the  woman  Bryond  and  the  above- 
iiMined  Kifoel. 

"It  »vas  close  to  this  spot  that,  in  the  mont'  of  April  1808, 
;r  intfTview  took  place  tietween  Hifoel  and  one  Boislaurier, 
i!  -iipcrior  leader,  known  in  the  more  serions  risings  in  the  west 
i.v  I  he  name  of  Augusle.  and  he  it  wa<  who  was  the  moving 
■f.M-it  of  the  rising  now  und.-r  the  consideration  of  the  Court. 

••'i'his  obscure  point,  ni'mely.  the  connection  of  these  two 
!■  (ilers,  is  plainly  provcil  by  "the  evidence  of  nnmerou-  wit- 
T<  .--.  and  also  stands  as  a  demonstrated  fact  by  the  sentence 
r.f  .Icath  carried  out  on  Uifoel.  From  the  time  of  that  meet- 
in/.  Roislaurier  and  Rifoel  agreed  to  act  in  concert. 

••Th(>y  communicati'd  to  each  other,  and  at  first  to  no  one 
(I-'',  their  atrocious  purpose,  founded  on  his  TJoyal  and  Im- 
r>.  rial  Majestv's  absence,  in  command,  at  the  time,  of  his 
f'.ncs  in  Spain:  and  then,  or  soon  after,  they  must  have 
iM'.tied  to  capture  the  St;:to  moneys  in  transit,  as  the  base  for 
fi'.T'ihor  operations. 

•Some  time  latci',  one  Dubut  of  Caen  despatched  a  me-- 
vi'L'cr  to  the  chateau  of  Saint-Savin,  namely,  one  Ililey, 
f,! i.nn  as  le  Lalioureur,  long  known  as  a  robber  of  the  dili 
Lr.nft's;  he  was  charged  with  information  as  to  trustworthy 
M'-omplicos.  And  it  was  thus,  by  Hiley's  intervention,  that 
til'    plot  secured  the  jo-operation  from  the  first  of  one  Her- 
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boinoz,  calkMl   (u'lu'ral-llardi.  a  pardo.K-a  rebel  of  the  8ame 
stan.p  as  \l\Un  1.  and,  like  l.nn,  a  tra.K.r  to  tlje  amnesty 

-llorU.ii.e/  and  HUev  urnuted  in  the  neighboring  village 
seven  bandiiu,  ^vhu^e  nan.es  niu^t  at  once  be  set  forth  as  fol- 

''''•V  Jean  Cil^nt.  ealled  Pille-Miche,  one  of  the  boldest 
brigand.  ..f  a  In-.p  got  together  by  Montauran  m  the  yoar 
Vll.,  and  one  of  the  aetors  in  tlio  robbery  and  murder  of  the 

Mortagne  eourier. 

"2  Fran^'ois  Lisieux.  known  as  Grand-l<ilB,  a  rebel-con- 
ficript  of  the  department  of  the  Maycnne. 

'•3.   Ch.ailes  (irenier,  or  Fleur-do-Genet,  a  deserter  from  the 

69th  half-brigade.  ,  ^.      c         <■ 

"4.   Gabri.l  Bruce,  known  as  Gros-Jean,  one  of  the  fiercest 

Chouans  of  F(mtaine"s  division.  .     .  u   f 

"5.  Jaciues  lloreau,  called  Stuart,  e.x-lieutenaut  «  that 
brigade,  one  of  Tintcniac\s  adherent?,  and  well  known  by  the 
share  ho  took  in  the  ()uiberon  expedition.  ,     •      , 

-G.  Marie-Anne  Cabot,  called  Lajeunessc,  formerly  nunts- 
man  to  the  Sieur  Carol  of  Ak>nc:on. 
"7    Louis  ]klinard,  a  rebel  cons-eript. 

"The=e  when  enrolled,  were  quartered  in  three  different 
hamlets  in  the  houses  of  Binet,  Melin,  and  Laiavmiere.  inn 
or  tavern-keepers,  all  devoted  to  Bifoel. 

"Tlie  neee-arv  weapons  were  at  once  provided  by  one  .)oan- 
Fran..ns  Leveilie.  a  notary,  and  tlio  inconigibl.  abettor  o 
tlic  brigands,  s.-     ing  as  a  go-between  for  thein  with  several 
leaders  in  hi.lin.;  and.  in  this  town,  by  one  Feb. x  Coureeuil 
called  the  Confesseur,  formerly  surgeon  to  the  rebel  army  of 
la  Vendee;  both  these  men  are  natives  of  Alenr^n.     Ele>en 
mu-kets  were  concealed  in  a  house  belongin-  to  Bry<^nd  m  a 
suburb  of  Alen,on;  but  this  was  done  without  his  know.ec  ge. 
for  ho  was  at  that  time  living  in  the  country  on  his  estate 
hetv.-(>rn  Ah>n<  on  and  Mortagne.  ^ 

'•WlvMi  P.rvond  left  his  wife  to  go  her  own  way  m  the  fata 
road   ^he  had  set  out  on.  these  muskets,  caui.ouslv  removed 
fron,  ti.e  liouse.  were  carried  bv  the  woman  Bryond  ui  her  own 
carnaire  to  ilie  chateau  of  Saint-Savin. 
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'•It  was  thon  that  tho  Dcpartriii-nt  of  tlif  Onu'  aii'l  iidjacont 
,i;-tricts  were  disniayed  by  acts  of  liighway  rohlu'ry  that 
f^tnrtlod  the  authorities  as  much  as  the  inhabitants  of  those 
ilMricts  which  liad  so  h)n<r  enjoyed  (|uiet  :  and  these  raids 
|inive  tliat  the  atrocious  foes  of  the  Government  and  the  Em- 
pire had  been  kept  informed  of  the  secret  coalition  of  ISOa 
i)V  means  of  communications  from  abroad. 

"[.evielle  the  notary,  the  woman  Rryond.  Dul)ut  of  Caen, 
li,  ihomez  of  Mayenne.  Boislaurier  of  le  Mans,  and  Rifoel 
were  the  ringleaders  of  the  association,  which  was  also  joined 
!,v  those  criminals  who  have  been  already  executed  under  the 
viiitence  passed  on  thom  with  Rifoel,  by  those  accused  under 
thi-  trial,  and  by  several  others  who  have  escaped  public 
vengeance  by  flight,  or  by  the  silence  of  their  accomplices. 

"It  was  Pubut  who.  as  a  resident  near  Caen,  gave  tiotice  to 
],t'vi'ille  of  the  despatch  of  the  money.  Dubut  made  several 
journeys  between  Caen  and  Mortagiie,  and  T.eveilli''  also  was 
often  on  the  roads.  It  may  '  -e  be  noted  that,  at  the  time 
wtien  the  arms  were  moved,  Le\<'i!l('-.  who  camo  to  visit  Bruce. 
Wreiiier,  and  Cibot  at  Melin's  nouse,  found  them  arranging 
tlie  muskets  in  an  inside  shed,  and  helped  them  himself  in 
(jeing  so. 

"A  general  meeting  was  arranged  to  take  place  at  Mortagne 
ai  the  ^cu  de  France  inn.  All  the  accused  were  present  in 
variiius  disguises.  It  was  on  this  occasion  that  Levielle.  the 
Unman  Bryond,  Dubut,  Ilerbomez.  Boislaurier,  and  Ililey, 
til'  cleverest  of  the  subordinate  conspirators,  of  whom  Cibot 
i?  the  most  daring,  secured  the  co-operation  of  one  Vauthier. 
ca.iled  Vieu.x-Chene,  formerly  a  servant  to  the  notorious 
Loiiguv,  and  now  a  stableman  at  the  inn.  \'authier  agreed  to 
iTiVe  the  woman  Bryond  due  notice  of  the  passing  of  the 
(■\yd\-o  conveying  the  (Jovernment  moneys,  as  it  commonly 
stepped  to  bait  at  the  inn. 

•'The  opportunity  ere  long  offered  for  assembling  the 
lirh:and  recruits  who  had  been  scattered  about  in  various  lodg- 
in^'-^  with  great  precaution  sometimes  in  ne,i.  village,  and 
foinetimes  in  another,  under  tho  care  of  Cviurceuil   an<l  of 
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UvcilK-     The  assembly  wa=^  managed  by  tlic  woman  Bryond, 
who  afTonl.Ml  the  bri-ands  a  new  hidin.i,'-phi(e  in  the  unin- 
habited parts  of  the  chateau  of  Saint-Snvin.  at  a  few  mile- 
from  Morta-ne,  where  she  liad  lived  with  her  mother  snir..l.,-r 
husband's   departure.      The  brigands   established   them.U.s 
there  with  llilev  at  their  head,  and  spent  several  days  them. 
The  w.,man  Brvond,  with  her  waiting-maid  Godard.  took  ear.. 
to  prepare  witli  her  own  haruls  everything  need.Ml  for  lo.l._nn,r 
and  feeding  these  guests.    To  this  end  she  had  trusses  of  hay 
brought   in.  and  went  to  see  the  brigand^  m  the  shelter  .h. 
had  arranged  for  them,  going  to  and  fro  with  Uveille.    1  ro- 
visions  and  victuals  were  procured  under  the  orders  and  -ar. 
of  Courceuil.  who  took  his  orders  from  Rifoid  and  Bo.slauner. 
"The   principal   feat   was  decided  on  and   the  men   lul.y 
arnu.d;  the  brigands  stole  out  of  Saint-Savin  every  niglit; 
pendin-  tlie  transit  of  the  Government  chest,  they  carried  nut 
raids  in  the  neighborhood,  and  the  wh.de  country  was  ,n  terror 
under  their  repeated  incursions.     Tliere  .an  be  no  doubt  that 
the  robberios  committed  at  La  Sartiniere.  at  ^  onay.  andat    h. 
chateau  of  Saint-Senv  were  the  work  of  this  band:  their  dar- 
in-  equaled  their  villa inv.  and  they  contrived  to  terrify  their 
vi;:tiTns  so  effectually  that  no  tales  were  told,  so  that  justice 
could  obtain  no  evidence. 

■'While  levving  contributions  on  all  who  held  nossesMon 
of  the  nationalized  land,  the  brigands  carefully  reonnoitrod 
the  woods  of  U.  Chesnay,  whicli  they  bad  chosen  to  be  the 
scene  of  their  crime. 

"Not  far  awav  is  the  village  of  Louvigny.  where  there  i>  an 
inn'kept  bv  the  brothers  Chaussard.  formerlv  gamekeeper^ 
on  the  proiHTtv  of  Troisville.  and  this  wa=  to  be  the  brigand, 
final  rendezvous.  The  twr,  brothers  knew  l.eforehand  the  part 
,h„v  were  to  plav :  (\iurceuil  and  Boislaurier  had  long  befon- 
sounde.1  them,  and  revived  their  hatred  of  tl;;?nvernn,on. 
of  our  au.nist  Kmperor;  and  had  told  them  that  among  th. 
vi.itor-^  who  would  .Irop  in  on  them  would  be  some  men  ni 
their  ac(,uaintance-the  formidable  Hiley  and  the  not  L- 
formidable  Cibot. 
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"In  fact,  (III  the  ()l!i  tlie  seven  liighwayinou,  under  the 
l.ulersliip  of  lliley,  arrived  at  the  hroilier  Chau^^^ard^■  inn 
„imI  j-pent  two  diiy*  tliere.  On  tlie  Sth  the  ehief  led  out  lii.s  men, 
-i.in;.'  tliev  were  K"ing  tlirce  h'agucs  away,  and  he  desireil  the 
iiikrepers  to  provide  food,  whieh  was  taken  to  a  place  wliere 
i:h-  roads  met,  a  little  way  from  the  village,  lliley  tame  home 
,h  -iir  at  night. 

Two  riders — who  were  prohahly  the  woman  Bryond  and 
L'iuil,  for  it  is  said  that  she  aceoinpanied  him  in  his  e.xpeili- 
iii.ns.  on  liorsehaek,  and  dressed  as  a  man — arrived  that 
,.iiing  and  conversed  with  lliley.  On  the  following  day 
llil:  v  wrote  to  Leveille  the  notary,  and  one  of  the  ("haussard 
blathers  carried  the  letter  and  brought  back  the  answer.  Two 
i'Mnrs  later  Bryond  and  Kifoid  came  on  horseback  to  speak 
Willi  lliley. 

■The  upshot  of  all  these  interviews  and  coming  and  going 
u,:-  that  a  hatchet  was  indispensable  to  break  open  the  cases. 
!:;'■  iiotarv  went  back  with  the  woman  Bryond  to  Saint-Savin, 
uh.re  they  sought  in  vain  for  a  hatchet. 

•■'i'hereupon  he  returned  to  the  inn  and  met  Hiley  half-way, 
I"  vhom  he  was  to  explain  that  no  hatchet  was  to  be  found. 
ll'iiy  made  his  way  back  and  ordered  supper  at  the  inn  f<)r 
i< !!  persons;  he  then  brought  in  the  seven  brigands  all  armed. 
I!^"v  made  them  pile  arnis  like  soldiers.  They  all  sat  down 
and  supped  in  l.asto.  Hiley  ordering  a  quantity  of  food  to  be 
Pinked  for  them  to  take  away  with  them.  Then  he  led  the 
'  :iiir  Chaussard  aside  and  asked  for  a  hatchet.  The  innkeeper, 
ii.urli  astonished,  by  his  ov.n  account,  refused  to  give  him  one. 
<  urceuil  and  Boislaurier  jiresently  came  in,  and  the  throe 
i;  spent  the  whole  night  pacing  up  and  down  the  room 
i;:!  discussing  their  plan,  ("ourceuil,  nicknamed  the  Con- 
:  -IT.  the  most  cunning  of  the  band,  took  possession  of  a 
;  •.  lu't.  and  at  about  two  in  the  morning  they  all  went  out 
'     1 1  liferent  doors. 

"Livery  minute  was  now^  precious;  the  execution  of  the 
ii.iiie  was  fi.xed  for  that  day.  Hiley,  Courceuil.  and  Bois- 
..;rier  placed  their  men.      lliley,  with  Minard,  Cabot,  and 
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Bruce,  furiiicil  an  aiiibu.-li  to  lli"  ri^iit  of  tl-.e  wood  of  Le 
Clio^iiay.  Uoi^lauriiT,  (iri'iiicr.  ami  Ildroau  occupied  the 
ceiitri'."  Cduncuil,  IlrrlxniKV.,  ami  Li^icux  stood  by  the  ra- 
vin.' uii'l.  r  the  frin^rc  t>i'  tlic  wood.  All  thc^v  positions  are 
iiidnal'-i  nil  tlif  .-ubjdiiicd  plan  to  ^;caU^  dra\.-n  by  the  sur- 
veyor to  thi'  (iovcrnnient. 

'•'riie  cli.iiH'.  Micanwhile.  had  started  frnni  Mortajino  at 
aliout  on.-  in  the  morning,  driven  liy  one  Ron-seau,  who  was 
so  far  inculpated  by  circumstantial  evidence  as  to  luake  it 
seem  de-irable  to  arrot  him.  The  vehicle,  'Irivimx  slowly, 
would  nac'i  llie  wood  .d  !..■  Cliesnay  by  alxuit  three.  It  was 
j.nuirded  bv  a  -inixle  jrendarm.';  tln'  men  were  to  breakfast  at 
Donti'Ty.  There  were  three  travelers,  as  it  happened,  besides 
the  jrendarmc. 

"The  dri\iT,  who  had  luin  waikini:  with  them  very  slowly, 
on  reaehini:  th.'  brid,<:i'  of  Le  Chesnay,  whipped  the  horses 
to  a  speed  and  eiier;:y  that  the  otliers  remarked  upon,  and 
turned  into  a  cross-road  known  as  the  S^nzey  road.  The 
ciiaise  was  s.)on  lost  to  sijrht ;  th  ■  way  it  had  gone  was  known 
to  the  <rendarme  and  ids  compani. ms  only  by  the  soumJ  of  the 
horses"  bells:  the  men  ha.l  to  run  to  come  up  with  it.  Then 
they  heard  a  ^hout :  'Stand,  you  rascals  I'  and  four  shots  were 
fired. 

•'The  L'l'iidanne,  who  was  not  hit.  drew  his  sword  and  ran 
on  in  till'  dircciion  he  supposed  the  ilriver  to  hive  taken,  lie 
was  stopped  l)v  four  men.  who  all  lir.'d  ;  his  I'aizernes?  saved 
him.  for  iie  rushe.l  past  to  .l.-sire  mie  of  the  young  travelers 
to  run  on  and  have  th.'  alarm  bell  tolle.l  at  Le  Chesnay,  liut 
two  of  the  brigands  took  <t.'ady  aim.  advancing  towards  him. 
he  was  I'or.rd  t'l  draw  jjack  a  few  st.'ps:  and  just  as  he  was 
about  to  turn  the  wood.  iii»  r.'i'ei\t'd  a  l)all  in  the  left  armpit. 
w!ii(h  lii'oke  hi-  arm;  he  frll,  and  found  himself  completely 

dlSlbl.'.l. 

"'111.'  -h.nitinL'  aii.l  sliots  liad  been  heard  at  Donnery.  The 
ot'ker  in  comiuand  at  this  station  hurried  up  with  one  of  his 
g.'iidarmes;  a  running  lire  le.l  them  away  to  the  side  of 
the  wood  furtliest  from  the  scene  uf  tlie  robbery.    The  single 
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gciularrne  trit'd  to  iiitiiniilati'  thv  brij:aiiiU  In-  a  luif  and  cry, 
jr..!  to  delude  thoiii  into  the  helief  that  a  I'oree  was  al  hand. 


"Forward  I'  he  eried 


■First  I 


ilalnnn 


to  tl 


le  ritrht  I  now  we 


havt 


them  I     Second  phitoon  to  the  left 


The  b 


rifrani 


is  on   their  side  shouted,  "Draw'.    Thi.-   way, 


nrii 


rades!    Send  up  the  nit 


en  i\: 


fast 


as  vou  can 


The  noise  of  firintr  himlered  the  otlicer  from  hearing  the 
,  r:r>  of  the  wounded  pTdaniie,  and  heli)iii^'  in  the  iiianonivre 
■V  which  the  other  was  keepin.<f  the  rohher>  in  ilieck  ;  but 
•;.  rould  hear  a  clatter  close  at  hand,  arisin;:  from  splitting: 
!::.•  rases  open.  He  advanced  toward>  that  side;  four  armed 
took  aim  at  him.  and  he  ealled  out.  'Surrender,  villains!' 
i'hev 


'  li 


only  replied,  'Stand,  or  you  are  a  deail  inai 


'He  rushed   forward;  two  muskets  were  tired,  and  he  was 


h; 

Tl 


)ne  ball  j^oinfx  throuj: 


1  his  K 
h 


■ft 


leir  in 
f. 


to  his  horse's  {lank. 


T'i.-  brave  num.  bleedint;  profusely,  was  fdrceil  to  i 
the  iinequal  stru<:,irle,  .-houtin.ir.  t)Ut  in  vain.  'llcli> 


retire  from 
come  on 


—  M;c  brigands  are  at  Le  Chesnay. 


The  robbers.   left   masters  of  th(>   field   by  superiority  of 


ibers.   pillajreil   the  chaist 


wlueli    hai 


■n    intentionallv 


■n  into  a  ravine. 


W:l- 


They  le  ndfoMed  the  driver,  but  this 
mlv  a  feint.     The  chests  vere  forced  open,  and  ba>:s  of 


riev   strewe 


,1 


d   tl 


rroumi 


he   iior-es   were   unharnessei 


1 


lo 


aded  with  the  coin.     Three  thousand  francs'  worth  of 
>nifull\   'ef.  behind  ;  three  hundred  thou- 
francs  were  carried  o''.  on  four  hor-es.     They  made  for 


iper  money  was 


VI 

•  in. 


llage   of    Menneville   adj;iccnt    to    the   to 


\vn 


of   Saint- 


The  horde  and  iheir  booty  stnjiped  at  a  solitary  house  be- 
iLrinfX  to  the  Chaussard  brother-.  inhal)ite(l  by  their  uncle, 
e  Boursf't.  who  had  lieen  in  their  loiilidence  from  the  first. 


an.   helped    by   his   wife,   n 


:-   old    m 

rned   them    to   be    silen'. .   unloaded 


'ceiveii 


th 


ariijan 


ids, 


f'^clKMl    up 

clvitoau. 


some  wmc. 


T 


the   beasts,   and    then 
t]  on  seiitrv  bv  the 


le  wife  remamen  on  sen 


The  old  man  led  the  horr-e^  back  t"  the  wood  and 


irned  them 


to  the  driver:  then  lie  released  the  two  voung 


who  had   been  gagged   as   well   as  the  accommodating 


.«'i 
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driver.  After  nfroliiiijr  lluiiisclvcs  in  jiivat  ha?t(>,  the 
brigands  went  on  tlnir  way.  Councuil.  Hilrv,  and  Bois- 
laiiricr  rex  irwcd  tlirir  party,  ami  after  hr-towni.L:  on  each  a 
trillin«,'  rci.uni|H'n.-o,  sent  olf  the  int'n,  i-adi  in  a  ditfereiil  direc- 
tion. 

"On  nailiin<r  a  spot  <allfil  le  Cliamp-Lanilry.  these  nialo- 
factors.  obevin^'  the  pronii)t int:  wliich  so  often  h-ads  such 
wTi'tcIio  into  Mundcr.-  ami  niiscah  niatinii-.  tlin-w  their  !n'i«- 
ke1>  awav  into  a  lif!<l  of  >tandin,u  corn.  Thr  fai  t  tiiat  all  tlircf 
did  so  at  the  same  time  i-  a  erownin;:  pm.if  of  their  eollusion. 
'riieii.  tcrrilitd  liy  tiu'  hoMne^s  and  ^U(•eess  of  thfir  crime, 
thev  separated. 

••'rhe  rohherv  havin;:  hei^n  eonunittrd.  with  the  additional 
featnres  of  viojericc  and  attempt  to  murder,  the  chain  of  suli- 
sidiary  events  wa>  alrea.ly  in  preparation,  and  other  acter.- 
were  implicated  in  receiving'  and  di>posin<:  of  the  stolen  prop- 
erty. Kifnel.  hidden  in  Paris,  whence  he  pulled  all  the  wins 
of  "the  plot,  sent  an  order  to  Leveille  to  forward  to  iiini  im- 
nicdiatelv  tiftv  thou>and  franco,  ('oureeuil.  apt  at  tlie  nian- 
ajrenient  of  such  felonies,  had  H'lit  olT  Ililev  to  inform  Leveille 
of  their  succ<'ss  and  of  his  arrival  at  Mortajrne,  where  the 
notary  at  once  joined  them. 

"Vantliier.  to  who>e  fidelity  they  l)elieved  they  mi<xht  trust, 
undertook  to  find  the  Chau^sirds"  uneh-  he  went  to  the  house, 
bnt  was  told  by  the  old  man  that  he  nin<t  apply  to  the  nephews, 
who  had  piven  over  lar;:e  sums  to  the  woman  Bryond.  How- 
ever, lie  hid  Vauthier  wait  for  him  on  the  road,  and  he  there 
gave  him  a  hag  containing  twelve  hundred  francs,  which  Vau- 
thier took  to  the  woman  b'chantre  for  her  daughter. 

"V,y  Leveille's  advice  Coureeuil  then  went  to  Bourget.  who 
sent  him  direct  to  his  nephews.  The  elder  Chaussard  led 
\'anthier  to  the  wood  and  showed  him  a  tree  beneath  which  a 
hat:  of  a  thousTnd  francs  was  found  buried.  In  short.  I.eveille. 
Hiley.  and  Vauthier  went  to  and  fro  several  times,  and  each 
time  obtained  a  small  sum.  trifling  in  eompari-^on  with  the 
whole  amount  stolen. 

"These  moneys  were  handed  over  to  the  woman  Lechantre 
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,!  Mortagno;  ami,  in  MlMilicinc  t<.  a  letter  from  Iht  ilaiigh- 
.  r.  -ill'  carried  tlieiii  to  Saiiit-Savm,  wlntlier  the  >aiil  Hrsond 
:,,.;  iTtunied. 

■h    i.   not   iiinnediately   iieee-siry  tn  iii(|uire  wh.lher  thi> 
.,m;::iii   I^'cliantre  had   any   previ..u-  kimu  led;:.,  nt"  the  idot. 
K,,r  the  present  it  Heed  only  he  iiot-d  that  .-Iim  had  left   M<.r- 
■.  Mr  t.)  g"  to  Saiiit-Savm  the  da\  hefore  the  eriiiie  was  eom- 
Z\''''\  iirordir  to  fet.h  away  her' dauvhter ;  that  the  two  wo- 
n;,„  11, ct  half-way,  and  returned  to  Mortagne ;  thai,  on  the  ful- 
i.iAMiL'  dav.  till'  notarv,  heiiig  informed  of  this  hy  lliley,  went 
frnniAleneon  to  Morlagne.  and  straight  to  their  house,  whore 
li,.  inrsiiaded  them  to  traii.-port  the  money,  uhtaiiied  with  so 
mn.'!i  ditlicnltv  from  the  Chaus-ard^  and  from  Bourget.  to  a 
r.riam  house"  in   Aleii.on.  preM^ntlv   to  !>.•  mentioned  as  be- 
i  n_';nu'  to  one  I'annii^r.  a  merchant  there.     The  woman  Ix'- 
,!-::ire  wrote  to  the  man  in  charge  at  Saint-Savin  to  r-ome  to 
M  :!  iLTiie  and  escort  her  and  her  daughter  hy  cross-roads  to 
Al.  iMon.     The  money.  aiiKUinting  to  twenty  thousand  francs 
;n  alK  was  packed  into  a  vehicle  at  night,  the  girl  (iodard 
!ii  ipintr  to  dispose  of  it. 

•The  notarv  had  planned  the  way  they  were  to  travel.  They 
r.,i.  hed  an  inn  kept  hv  one  of  their  allies,  a  man  named  TiOuis 
ih.irgegrain.  in  the  hamlet  of  Littray.  But  in  spite  of  the 
iioT.iry's  precautions — he  riiling  ahead  of  the  chai.-e — some 
^traiiirers  were  present  and  saw  the  portmanteaus  and  bags 
tak.n  out  which  contained  the  coin. 

••I!iit  just  as  Courceuil  and  Tliley.  <lisguised  as  women,  were 
.n:  Mdting.  in  the  market  place  at  Alencon.  with  the  aforc- 
'.jiiiiH.l  Pannier— who  ^ince  l?!tt  had  been  the  rebels' 
•rr;iMirer,  and  who  was  devoted  to  Kifoid— as  to  the  best  means 
if  transmitting  the  rc(iuired  sum  to  Rifoel.  the  terror  occa- 
>i',nnd  liy  the  arrests  and  inquiries  already  madi'  was  so  great 
tlii'  the  woman  Tiechantre,  in  her  a'arm,  set  off  at  night  from 
i:r  inn  where  thev  were,  and  tied  with  her  daughter  by  coun- 
■r:  i.vways.  leaving  Leveille  behind,  and  took  refuge  in  the 
nitinu'-places  known  t.,  them  in  the  chateau  Saint-Savin.  The 
■r-   alarm  came  over  the  other  criminals.     Courceuil,  Bois- 
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J ' 


;,,  'rm:  si;amv  sum:  or  iiistouy 

laiiricr,    aihl    In-    ivl.ili"n    DuUiil    rx,  Iwin^'.d    two    th.uisin.l 
fran.s  m  -ils.r  f..r  ;:ul,l  ;il  n  ^.'iilrr-.s  ;iii.l  llrd  a-To.-s  linttanv 

to  Kii;:laiHl.  ,     ,       , 

"Oil  aiiivinu'  at  Saiiit-S;i\  iii.  tlir  iiiotlirr  an.l  (laajrhtcr 
hraid  tliat  l'..Mnpt  \va>  ariv>tr.l  with  th.-  «lnvrr  aii.l  the  nm- 
auav  coii-cnpt-. 

••Til.'  iiia>:i-trat.-,  tin'  \>"\\'v.  aiul  the  anthontics  a.  tiMl 
Willi  -o  iiiurii  ,1.'.  i-Mii,  that  It  was  ,lr,.m.'(i  iirc-ssary  to  im.- 
tr<t  ihr  waiiaii  liivoml  I'rnin  their  iriv.'sti.LMti-'Ms.  for  all  th.-so 
f,.l(,iw  ••.  .icvotcillv  attaclu'd  to  li-r.  ami  >hv  had  won  tliwii 
Jill.  .^M  >hc  wa-  ivii'ioNcil  from  Saint-Savin,  ami  hid  at  first 
lit  Al.'ii.:on.  whrrc  Ii.t  adherent-  held  coniuil  and  surwdrd 
in  (nneealinir  her  in  Pannier's  cellars. 

"IIeivii|.nn  fr<-h  incidents  occurred.  .\ft -r  the  arrest  of 
li,,m.'ct  and  hi^  wife,  the  Chaiissards  refused  to  pive  up  any 
.unnrniMicv.  savin-  th<'V  had  hecn  hetraycl.  This  un.v- 
„ect(.d  defection  fell  out  at  the  very  iiioi,ien<  when  all  the  c.m- 
M.irators  were  in  tho  fireatest  need  of  Mipi'li*'>.  if  "»l,v  "'  a 
means  of  e.-ca]).-.  Hifocl  wa^  thirstin-  for  money.  Hih'v. 
Cihot.  an.l  LeveilU"  now  heiran  to  dniiht  the  honesty  of  th.. 
two  Chaupsards.  This  led  to  a  fresh  conii-luation  which  som? 
to  deniaml  the  intervention  (d"  the  law. 

"Two   f.H'ndariiies.    ,.,,ni!ni-sioned    to    disrover    the   woman 
Brvond   succecde.l  m  L^ettiuL'  into  i'annier's  house,  where  they 
were  present  at  a  council  held  hy  th<.  criminals  :  hut  these  men. 
fals,.  to  the  eontidcnce  i.laced   in  them,  instead  of  arresting 
Brvond.  were  en-lave,l  hv  her  .harms.     Tlu.e  rascally  soldiers 
— nam.'.l  Uatel  and  Mali.'t— showed  the  woman  every  form  of 
interest  an.l  devotion,  and  ..tr.'red  to  c.cnrt  her  to  the  Chau?- 
sards'  inn  an.l  c..mp.>l  them  I.,  make  tvMitution.    The  wonmn 
vent  ..IT  on  h.irseha.'k,  divs-ed  as  a  man.  an.l  a.rompani.Hl  by 
Batel,  Mallet,  an.l  the  maid-M'rvanl  (lo.lar.l.     Sh.'  m^  out  at 
nipht'.  an.l  on  reachin.i:  the  mn  slic  an.l  .uie  of  the  Chaussani 
brothers  had  a  privat.'  huf  animate.l   interview.     She  had  a 
pi«t..]    and  was  r.'s.dved  to  hl..w  her  aeeoniidiee's  brains  .lut 
in  ease  of  his  nd-usal :  in  fact,  he  l.-d  Ii.t  to  the  wood,  and 
she  hrou'dit  hark  a  h.avv  sack.     In  it  she  found  copper  com 
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m 


ai;.|  twclvf-sfiii  piece 


to  tilt'  vuliif  <if  lifti't'ii  iMudriil  fram-s. 


It  was  tlitTi  <itiL"-'''<tt'il  ttiat  n<  iiiatu 


.f  1 1 


!<•  roii^piratnrs  u-» 


}(,'  iT'tt  in../,.tliiT  -liniil.l  takr  till'  ( 'liaii«<M nl-  liv  siirpri"!' 


tlit'di.  and  put  tlii'iti  tn  tnrtnri' 


'aiHiiiT.  nil  hciirmj;  i> 


f 


Ihi- 


li-appointii! 'lit.  tli'W  iiilu  a 
ti  Mt 


raL'''ar)il  lirnki- out  in  threat? 


!  th"ii,irli  till'  woman  Mrvoiid  tlina'i 
f".  I'-i  vriiL'''aiif(',  she  was  (ompi-llii! 


lim  in  rt'turn  witli 


Ml  tl 


fii 


to  i\\ 
\crv  confr—cd  l>v  Uatfl. 


•Mallet,    touclied    hv    her    posit 


ion. 


dTered    the    wnninn 


ik.'iid  a  place  of  shelter:  tluv  all  nt  otT  toi.'ether  and  spent 


till'  iiiL'ht  in 


th 


e  Woo( 


1  of  'I'roisvill 


'V 


lien 


Mall 


ann 


Hatel, 


'li  Ililev  and  ('d)ot.  went  hv  iii^ht  to  the  Chaiissari 


Is" 


inn, 


Mir  tlK 


rellli 


'V  found  th.it  tlie  hrother-i  had  left  the  plaec.  and 
iiainder  of  the  nionev  had  <crtaiidv  lieeii  removed. 


nd  that 


■  I'his  was  the  last  attempt  on  the  part  of  the  conspirators 

t'MDver  the  stolen  money. 

'it   is  now  important    to  di'titie  more  acruratcly  th(^  part 

>rd  hv  eacli  of  the  criminal  iniplicate<l  in  this  affair. 

Duliut.    Hoislaurier.    (lentil.    Ilerhomez.    ("our 


ceUll 


nd 

II  i'  V  are  all   leaders,  some   in  council,  and   >oiiie  in  action, 
rier.  Dnhut.  and  Courceuil.  all  three  contumacious  de- 
rehels.  stirrini:  up  troiihles,  the  implaca- 


I^ 


!;ili 


I  ricr- 


are  ri 


ahitu; 


foes  of  Napoleon  the  (Jreat.  of  hi 


^ucce 


ses,  his  dvnasTV, 


his  jrovernment.  of  our  new   code  of   laws  and   of   the 
[i!!ir'rial  constitntion      lli'rhomez  and   llilev.  as  their  rij:ht- 


miM 


1  men,  iioldi,  ..irried  oui   what 


hre.'  others  plaiini 


T" '    L'uilt  of  tlio  seven   instruments  of  the  crime  is  heyond 
— f'ihot,  Lisieux.  (Jrenier.  Bnice.  TToreau.  Cahnt.  and 


M 


fion 
ird 


It   is    iroved   l)v   the  dejio'^it 


ii>n- 


if  those  who  aro 


Tt 


in  the  hands  of  justice:  T.isieuv  died  ilurini:  the  prelimi- 
inquiry,  and  T?riice  lias  evade(l  capture. 


le  conducT  o 


f  tl 


le  (■ 


laise-dnver 


R 


Misseau  mar 


•ks  h 


im  as 


f  complice.     T 


iw  proirress 


on 


tl 


le  hiL'li 


road,  the  pace 


v.tn( 


•h  he  flotrired  the  horses  on  reachini:  the  wood,  his  por- 


■nt  statement  that  hi-  head  was  mu 

if-nce   of   the    vouri'C    fellow-travders.    the   leader   o 


nicil.  whereas,  hv  the 
f   the 


f^- 


»'■ 
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brigaii'l.  lin.l  iho  Imii.Ik.ivliirf  ivinnv.Ml  ami  ..plorod  him  to 
reco.irnizc  \hr  m-n.— all  cintrilMit.'  tn  alTnrd  pn-uinptive.'vi- 

(IcIlCC   of  hi-   cojlu-inh. 

"A«  to  the  wntiinn  r.rvnii.l  ami  T.<'v,M|h'.  tho  notary,  tlioir 
c'omplicitv  was  c-ni-.^tant  ami  (■<,iitiiinous  from  thi^  first.  Tlifv 
f^uyipliod  funds  and  m.nn-^  for  tlir  crime:  thev  knew  of  it  and 
ahettfd  it.  I/vcill.''  was  con^tantlv  travcliriL'  to  and  fro.  Tho 
woman  Rrvmid  invented  ph)t  upon  plot;  she  ri-^ked  every- 
thin^r— own  h.  r  life— to  seeuro  thi"  nioncv.  She  lent  her 
hous^'.  her  earriat'e.  and  was  coneeriied  in  the  plot  from  thf> 
be^'innimr.  nor  <lid  she  attempt  to  persuade  the  chief  leadoi 
to^'desist  from  it  when  she  miirht  hav-  exerted  her  evil  in- 
iluence  to  hinde-  it.  Slie  led  the  maid-servant  (iodaro 
into    its    toils.  veille  wa-^    so  entirely    mi.xed    up    in     it, 

that  it  was  he  w'         led  to  procure  ihe  hatchet  needed  hy  the 

rolihers. 

'•'Ihe  woman  r.our-ei.  V-,iithier.  th.-  Chanssards.  Panmer. 
th(>  woman  I>'ehaiitre.  Mallet,  and  !!atel  were  all  in.-rinv,- 
nated  in  various  deurei's.  as  also  the  innkeeper-^  Mel  in.  Binet, 
''iaravinier(\  and  CharireLrrain. 

"Rouriret  died  durimr  th.e  preliminarv  inquirv.  after  mak- 
ing a  confession  whieh  leaves  no  donht  a';  to  thi-  part  taken 
hv'Vauthier  and  th-  woman  l^rvond  :  and  thou-h  he  tried  to 
mitiirate  the  char-e  apiinst  his  wife  and  his  nephews  the 
f'haussards.  the  r(>a<on<  for  his  reticence  are  self-evident. 

•'Rut  the  ('haus^ards  eertainlv  knew  that  they  were  supplv- 
in?  provi-^ions  to  hi-hwav  rohh<>r- :  thcv  saw  that  the  men  were 
armed  and  were  informed  of  all  their  scheme:  thev  all-wed 
them  to  take  th(^  hatchet  needfnl  for  hreakimi  open  the  ch.'st'. 
knowinir  the  purpose  for  whieh  it  wa~  required.  Finally,  thev 
received  wittinirlv  the  money  obtained  bv  the  robberv.  they  hid 
it.  and  in  fact  made  awav  with  the  L'reater  part  of  it. 

"Pannier,  formerly  treasurer  to  the  rebel  party,  enneraled 
the  woman  Brvond  :  he  is  one  of  the  most  danirerous  partiei- 
pators  in  the  plot  of  which  he  wa-.  informed  from  its  orijin. 
With  reiiard  lo  liim  we  are  in  the  dark  as  to  some  eircum- 
stanees  as  vet  unknown,  but  of  which  justice  will  take  eog- 
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...iiiir.  lie  is  Kil'tH'Ts  iiiiiiu'(liati'  ally  and  in  all  the  secrets 
!  liif  anle-rovolutionary  jiarty  in  tln'  West;  he  greatly  re- 
r.  ili'd  the  fact  that  liifdcl  shmild  have  admitted  the  udnien 
n:^.  the  })lot  or  have  trusted  them  al  dl.  lie  forwarded  money 
,   i.'ifoi'l  and  received  the  stolen  coin. 

■•A<  lo  the  two  gendarmes,  h'atel  and  Mallet,  their  conduct 
[.-.  rves  ihe  utmost  rignr  of  the  law.     They  were  traitors  to 
r   duty.      One   of   them,    forest'eing   his   fate,   committed 
ide  after  making  ,-ome  iniportant  revelations.     Tlie  other, 
!'  t.  denied  nothing,  and  his  confession  removes  all  doubt. 
Tlie  woman  Lechantre,  in  spit-  of  her  persistent  denials, 
informed  of  everything.     The  hypocrisy  of  this  woman, 
i  attempts  to  shelter  her  professed   innocence  under  the 
pr.i  lice  of  assumed  devotion,  is  known  hy  her  antecedents  to 
tif  (fompt  and  intrepid  in  e.Ktr(>mities.     She  asserts  that  she 
■A:,-  deceived  hy  her  daughter,  and  helieved  that  the  money  in 
.li'  -lion  belonged  to  the  man  Hryoiid.    The  trick  is  too  trans- 
ri!'  !it.     If  Kryond  had  had  any  money, he  would  not  have  fled 
from  the  neighborhood  to  avoid  witnessing  his  own  ruin.    IjG- 
ihiMitre  considered   that   there  was  no  harm   in   the  robbery 
ffh'  n  it  was  approved  of  by  her  ally  Boislaurier.     Rut  how, 
till  II.  does  she  account   for  Rifoid's  presence  at  Saint-Savin, 
hi T  daughter's  expeditions  and  connection  with  the  man.  and 
thf  visit  of  the  brigands  who  were  waited  on  by  the  women 
Go'iiird  and  Bryond?     She  says  she  sleeps  heavily,  and  is  in 
till'  habit  of  going  to  bed  at  seven  o'clock,  and  did  not  know 
wii;i!  af'.swer  to  make  when  tlir  exainining  Judge  ol)served  that 
thrii  she  must  rise  at  daybreak,  and  could  not  have  failed  to 
di^i  rn  traces  of  th  ^  plot  and  of  the  presence  of  so  many  men, 
^r  •'  be  uneasy  about  her  daughter's  nocturnal  e.xptMlitions. 
T     'lis  she  could  only  say  that  she  was  at  her  prayers. 
'Tlie  woman  is  a  model  hypocrite.     In  fact,  her  absence 
:;  "')'>  dav  when  the  crime  was  coniniitfed.  the  care  she  took 
■■  •■move  her  daughter  to  Mortagne.  her  journey  with  the 
:■.      V.  and   her  precipitate  flight   wheu  everything  was  dis- 
M .',,!■,.,]_  tii^.  eare  nith  which  she  hid  lier^elf.  and  th>'  eircum- 
-t.i-   1  -  of  her  arrest,  all  prove  her  co!n])licity  from  an  early 
7 


M 
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Stage  of  the  affair.  11' r  coii'luct  \va>  not  that  of  a  mother 
anxiou?  to  fxplain  the  (hm-vr  to  her  .lau-ht.T  and  to  save  hor 
from  it.  l)ut  that  <-!'  a  tririii-il  acc(m:i>li.'<' ;  and  she  was  an 
acccf^sorv.  imt  out  ut'  UuA\>h  alTcction.  Imt  from  party  spirit 
inspired'  hv  hativd.  a.-  is  wrll  known,  for  his  Iinpcria! 
Majesty's  frovfrninmt.  Maternal  weakness  inth'ed  c-ouM  not 
excusoher,  and  it  must  not  l)e  foruottrn  that  consent,  long 
premeditated,  is  an  evident  .-i.L'n  of  her  complicity. 

"Xot  the  crime  ahme,  i)ut  it-  movin;:  spirits,  arc  now  known. 
We  see  in   it  the  monstrous  comhinalion  of  tlie  delirium  nf 
faction  with  a  thir.-t   for  repine;  mnrdrr  prompted  hy  party 
spirit,  under  whi.'h  men  take  .-helter.  and  justify  themselve? 
for  the  most  dis.irraceful  excesses.     The  orders  of  the  loaders 
gave  the  signal   for  the  rohhery  of  St;ite  monevs  to  pav  for 
subsequent  vi.dence:  ha.<e  and  ferocious  hireling-  were  founrl 
to  do  it  for  wretehed  y-Ax.  and  fullv  pr-pared  lo  murder :  while 
the  agitators  to  rehellion.  not   le--^  gudtv.  lielped  in  dividing 
and  nmcealing  th.'  hootv.      What  soe-tv  ean  a!h.w  such  at- 
tempts to  go  unpunished?     The  law  has  no  ade.piate  punish- 
ment. ., 
"The  Bench  of  tlii'^  Criminal  and  Si>ecial  (  ourt.  then,  will 
be    caUed    upon    to    decide    wlieilier    tl-    ^if  i-e-namcd    Her- 
bomez.  Hilev.  Cihot.  (Irenier.  Iloreau.  Ca'.ot.  Minard.  .Melm, 
Binet,   Laravmiere.   Rou-eau.  the  woman   Urv<.nd,   Levpille, 
the  woman  Bourg.'t.  Vauthier.  the  elder  Chau-ard.  Pannifr 
the  widow  l,.rliantre.  and   Mallet,  all  liere;nl.ef..re  described 
and    in   pre>ence   of   the   Court,   ami    the   afore-r.amed   Bois- 
];,„ner.    Duhut.    ('oureeuil.    Bruce.    ('l,au-ard    the    vounsrer, 
Charuvgrain.  and   tlie   L'irl    Codard.   being  ah-mt   or  having 
tied,  are  or  are  not  guilty  of  the  acts  described  in  this  bill  o. 

indictment. 

'■(iiven    in   to   the   Court   at    Caen   the    1st   of   December. 

"(Signed)         B.vROX  Bourl.\c. 


Yil 


This  legal  document,  much  shorter  and  more  peremptory 
than  suciriiills  of  indictment  are  in  these  days,  so  full  of  de- 
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t;i;i  nil 


(1  so  (Titniilctc  oil  cvcrv  )ioiiit.  oiH-riiuly 


ji'i  to  t!i"  I'Vi 


\   :'11> 


career  of  the  aceu-eil.  f\<  \ 


ted   (iinlcfroill    tn   the    iltllin-t. 


liire.  drv  stvh'  i>\  an  ull'u-ial  [K'n. 


setting''  fMi-lli.  in  n 


;i-  ii  were 


tl 


10  jiriiuiiial   la 


Ki'Mnatinii   workin' 


!-      Ill 

'(111'  iiiinil 


a  iiroblem 


Ilk. 
set 

('oIlei^e.    r(-er\eil    lia  IT.-l!  l  Ve    i>    to 

ill  ex- 


■l-  ot    tlie   ca-e 


wa-  einniLMi 


in  whieli  tliev  lor^e  lheiii>elvo 


].;..riiif:  the  niy>tiTious  (h-]'ih>. 


In  the 


(load  of  ni;.dit.  stiniuhited  hv  \h'.'  MhMieo.  liv  the  dark- 


V  the  dreadful  eonneii  mi 


1    ioilled 


U  !.v 


M 


iin.-ieiir 


A  hi  in 


v'lX  ellt 


doruineiit   \v\ 


th   M 


rated  all  his  in 


tel 


dr   la   Cliaiiterie.  (Ind^froid 
ii-ideratit>u  of  this 


\i  iailie 
iliCIU-e  oil    till'   eo 


t-rriliK'  affair. 

The  name  of  r.eehaiitre  was  evidently  tin 


tir^t  name  of  the 


Chanterie  fainilv,  whose  aristocrat  ie  titular  name  lia« 


1  of 


liiv-r  been  i-u 


rtailed  under  the  K'e(e,ihlie  a 


m 


the  !• 


innire. 


Hi-  fancy  itainleil  tlu'  .-c( 


nc'rv  where  the  drama  was  ]>layed 


l.:li 


an( 


d   tl 


lie    fi<nires    of    the    aeiumidiee 


rnse 


lii'fnre 


him. 


luination     >liow( 


him,     lint     indeed 


alnre-nanieu 


llot 


hut   the 


CI 


M'salier  du 


issa 


rd.  a    vraith    re-enililinj.? 


pVrcrus — in   short,   a    French   edition    of   the 
,':i.  ohite.     lie  worked  out  a  romance  on  the  pa--ion  (d"  a  younj 


Walter   Scott's 


jjirl   jzrossly   betrayed   1 
t:icn  very  fashionah 


ly   her   hu>!iaiid's    iiifatny— a    tra,<redy 
■and   ill  love  with  a  voiinir  leafier  ro- 


lling against   th 


Hnnieror:   rur-hinL'  headloiiir. 


lik 


V.rnon.  into  the  toils  id'  a  conspiracy,  fired  with  enthusia 


Diana 


:m. 


illUl 


then,  having  started  on  the  ])eriloiis  de<eent.  unable  t( 
k  her  wild  career. —  Had  she  ended  it  on  the  scaffold? 


The  whole  world  seeniei 


1  to  rise  l)ef<ire  (!od"froid.     lie  was 


waiK 


lering  througli  the  groves  of  Normandy:  he  could  see  the 


Breton   trentlenian   and 


M 


idame 


^rvniid    111    the    ci^]i- 


iUAi  in  the  old  chateau  of  Saint-Savin  :  h 
nniL'  ovj^r  of  so  many  conspirator.- 


-the  nota 


c  pieiured  the  win- 
rv.  the  merchant. 


a  III 


the  bold  Chouan  leaders.     He  could  un 


d(^rstand  the  almost 


r.nanimoii- 


ad  he? 


ion  or  a  di 


strict  where  the  memory  was 


still 


r< 


■A\  of  the  famous  Marche-a-Tcrre.  o 


the  Comtos  de  Bau- 


v:in  and  de  Loiiguy.  of  tl 
h  of  the  Marquis  di 


ic  massacre  at  la  Vivetiore.  and  of  the 
Montauran,  of  whose  exploits  he  had 


Lard  from  Madame  de  la  Chauterie. 


If 


h 


too 
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Thi.<  vision,  an  it  wen',  of  ni'  n  aii.l  thin.L's  niul  place*,  was 
but  brief.  As  he  rejili/.ed  the  fact  ihal  this  .-torv  was  thai  of 
the  noble  and  pious  obi  huly  whosi  virtues  atlVcted  him  to  tlic 
point  nf  a  eoiiiph'te  metaniorpliosis  (iodefrnid.  with  a  thrill 
of  awe.  took  up  the  .second  doeiiinent  given  to  him  bv  ^b)n- 
sicur  .Main,  which  liore  the  title: 

"An-   Appe.vl  on  Bi:ii-\i.k  of  Madami:  IIi:\iuettk  Rryond 
DKs  Ton{s-MiNit:iii:s,»(r^  LiiciiANTUE  ni:  la  Chantehie." 


v^ 


"That  settles  it."  tliought  Godcfroid. 
The  paper  ran  as  follows: 

"We  are  condcnine-i  and  guilty:  Init  if  ever  the  Sovereign 
had  cause  to  exercise  his  prernL'-ativ(>  <if  lurrcv.  would  it  iint 
be  under  the  cireuiu~tances  ln-reiu  -et   f"i', b? 

"Till'  culprit  is  a  \"ung  woman,  who  -ay^  >be  is  a  niother. 
and  is  condemned  to  death. 

"On  the  threshold  of  the  prison,  and  in  \irw  of  tlie  s./aiTold. 
this  woman  will  tell  the  truth.  That  .-taieiueui  will  be  in  her 
favor,  and  to  that  she  looks  for  jiardoii. 

"The  case,  tried  in  the  Criminal  d'U.t  of  Alen -on.  presents 
some  obscure  features,  as  do  all  ca^-  whori'  -evral  amised 
persons  have  combined  in  a  plot  in>pitvd  liv  pariv  feeliuL'. 

"His  Imperial  and  Kin-lv  .Maje-^tv's  Trivv  Cnuticil  are  now 
fullv  informed  as  to  the  identity  of  a  mv-ierioii-  personaije. 
known  as  Ic  Mdrchniul.  whose  presence  iu  the  department  of 
the  nrn(>  was  not  disputed  bv  the  public  auiliorities  iii  the 
course  of  the  trial,  thon-b  the  jdeader  for  the  Crown  did  not 
think  it  advisable  to  produce  him  in  Court,  and  the  defendants 
had  no  right  t(^  call  him.  nor.  indeed,  power  lo  pi'oduce  hint. 

"This  man.  as  is  well  known  to  the  Heii.h.  to  the  local  aii- 
thoriti(>s.  to  the  Paris  police,  and  to  the  Imperial  and  Royal 
Council,  is  Bernard-Polydor  Urvond  de  la  Tour-MiniercN 
who.  since  UMl.  has  lieen  in  correspondence  with  the  Comte 
de  T.ille:  be  is  known  abroad  as  the  Baron  des  Tours-Minieres, 
and  in  the  records  of  the  I'aris  police  as  Contenson. 
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■ih'  ir-  a  viTv  t.'\cL'|iti(>iial  111.111,  WHOM'  you 
;  ncil  Ity  uiireiiiiti 
Miuiial   exci'r-^t'-. 


and  riink  were 


ice.  Mii-h  Utter  iiiinionilitv  and  t^ucli 

tahly 


so   lutaiiioib 


a   lilV  woultl   mi'vi 


i\t'  cnilcil 
■l  a  do 


on  tl 


all. ■Hi 


till 


for  the  ^kill   with  wliieli  he 


libit'  iiart  under  shellrr  of  his  two  n 


lines, 


Still. 


is  more  and   im 


ire   tlie   slave 


.f  his 


passions  and   in- 


le  necessities,  he  wil 


It  hi>t  fal 


lielo 


w  infaiiiv,  and  find 


in  the  lowest  di'iitlis  m  .-jute  (d"  indisputable  gifts  and 
siraordinary  mind. 

When  the  Conite  de  Lille's  better  judgment  led  to  his  for- 

from  abroad,  the  man  tried  to 


Brvond  to  draw  moiu 


'I  lee 
^.i.L'h 


It  of  the  blood-stained  field  or.  to  which  his  necessities 
him.    Was  it  that  this  career  no  longer  paid  him  well 

hame  that  le  i  the  man  back 


Or  \va>  it  remorse  or  s 


district  where  his  estates.  loaded  with  debt  when  he 


\\-  ])\  awav,  cou 


Id  h 


live 


but  little  to  yield  even  to  his  skill! 


It  IS  im 


possible  to  believe.     It  seems  more  prohatile  that 


to  ful 


il  in  those  deri 


.sinie  mission 

were  still  lingering  of  the  civil  l»roils 


irtments  where  some 


•When   wandering  through   the   provinces,  where  his  pcr- 
i.ius  adhesion   to  the  schemes  of  the   Knglish  and  of  the 


,te  (le 

atta 


Lill 


t  traine 


him  the  confidence 


of  certain  families 


ched  to  the  party  that  the  genius  of  our  immortal 
leror  has  reduced  to  silence,  he    met    one    of  the  former 
■rs  of  the  Hebellion — a  man  with  whom  he  had  had  deal- 
as  an  envoy  from  abroad  at   the  time  of  the  (Juiheroa 

in  the  vear  VII.     He  cn- 


iHMil 


iirai: 


tion,  during  the  last  rising 
ed  the  hopt 


>f  this  agitator,  who  has  since  paid  the 

|iiii.iltv  of  his  treasonalde  jilots  on  the  scalTold.     At  that  time, 

Brvond  was  able  to  learn  all  the  secrets  of  the  incor- 


r;j  Uh^  faction  who  misprize 


the  glorv  of  His  Majesty  the  Em- 


Xapoleon  L.  and  the  true  interests  of  the  country  as 
.  -ented  by  his  sacred  person. 

\t  the  age  of  five-and-thirty,  this  man.  who  affected  the 
"St  piety,  who  professed  unbounded  devotion  to  the  in- 
Ms  of  the  Coiiite  de  Lilie.  and  perfect  adoration  for 
rebels  of  the  West  who  perished  iu  the  stnigg-le,  who  skil- 


l! 


u 


lO'J 


Tin:  sKA.MV  Sim;  i»i"  history 


»'5 
1' 


I'lillv  (ll^"lllM■ll  the  rinnijr-  (if  a  yntilli  of  ilfhanchery.  and 
whuH'  ()cr-i-ii;il  api'i'.-iiMiirc  \vii>  III  hi-  fa\i>r.  ciniH'.  mulcr  the 
prolt'clioii  li!'  iii-  en  <!it(ir-.  u  im  tnid  iiu  iiil'-.  ami  nf  the  ninst 
(•.\tra'ir(';iiaiT  -.MMl-natui^' <'ii  tlic  pait  <il'  ail  t';.'  m-./m, /;//>•  .if 
the  (lislnci.'ln  I"'  ir.M-ndu.dl  with  all  th'  -■'  I'aiiii-  ci  h>'V  rc- 
jrard  In  ilu'  unman  I.<Thanln'.  whn  wa-  .-iiiipnM'd  ti)  hiiv>'  a 
vcrv  liiic  I''ii1ui:i'.  'I'll!'  -chi'ini  iii  view  \va-  \->  M'l'urc  a  iii.'.r- 
riai.'!'  h''iv,viii  MadatiH'  I.im-Ikihi  iv^  (cily  (!a\i.-htrr,  Ilonrit-ttc, 
and  lliis  jimti.jr  ..f  ili.'  11  .vali-t   Y'.wW. 

••l'i'i( -ts.  (  s-iinhics.  ami  cn-diiors.  all  frnin  d.iirmMit  motive?, 
(■()ii>I.ir' .!  iM  piMnva.'  till'  niarna-v  h.-i  wicii  llmiard  Hryond 
and    llrnrj.':!-.'   i.'i  lianiiv. 

••'i'lic  .L'ond  jud.unicni  n!'  1  h<'  I'.nlary  who  tnnk  eharizi'  of  Ma- 
dame L.Mhannv's  all'air>.  and  \u  ■-  yhrcwd  -u-]Mcions.  led  por- 
haps  Id  the  nn.,1- -ill":-  nnd<i!:<'._'.  V^<v  M.in-iciir  ( 'ht'snol.  a  no- 
tary at  AlrmMii,  >--\\\"'\  \\\''  lamK  (d'  Sainl-Savin,  tho  bride's 
:-nl.''  (-.talo.  (in  Ikt  and  Ikt  ciiildivn.  iv-crvin.L"  a  small  charge 
on  it  and  liic  riLiIit  of  n-'(icmc  to  the  niothcr  for  life. 

••lirvomrs  civdiior-.  ".ho,  j'ld.-inu'-  from  luT  methodical  and 
cc-onomicil  -I\'f  of  Www:,  had  suppo-cl  lliat  Madame  T.(^- 
chantrc  must  have  ^avcd  larirc  sum-,  w-rc  di.-ay)pointed  in 
their  hopes,  and  l,.lievin,L'  tiiat  she  must  lie  avaricious,  tliey 
sued  Brvond.  and  this  le(l  to  a  reV(dation  of  his  impoevmiosity 
and  dillie. lilies. 

"Then  the  hn>ha!id  and  wife  (|uarr(ded  violently,  and  the 
vouiiLT  woman  eanie  to  full  kuowledLje  of  the  di-sipated  hahits, 
the  atheistical  opinions  hoth  in  reli'jion  and  in  jiolitics,  nay, 
1  mav  sa\-.  the  utter  infatuv.  of  the  man  to  wliom  fate  l)ad 
irr-vocalily  iiouml  her.  'I'lieu  Bryond.  hein.ir  oiili,L'cd  to  let  his 
wife  into  the  se(-ret  of  the  atrocious  jilots  a^^ainst  the  Impori:il 
(iovernment.  offered  an  a-^ylum  under  his  roof  to  Rifoid  du 
^'issar(l. 

"IJifoi-rs  character,  adv-iuunuis.  hrave.  and  lavi.sh.  had 
an  extraoi-dimiry  charm  for  all  who  came  under  hi*  influence; 
of  tliis  ihrre  i-  ahundant  jiroof  in  th(;  cases  tried  in  no  h^ss 
than  three  sp(>cial  criminal  courts. 

"The  irrcsi^tihle  inlluence.  in    fact  the  ahsolute  power,  he 

.i-./oiir..,!  ,n,.f  :i  \-,iiiiiT  woimm  who  found  herself  at  the  bot- 
■•■  '1 • -         
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va 


t.irn  iif  a  pulf,  is  only  too  cviilciit  in  tli"  latastrophc  of  wliich 
t'tir  horror  hrin^trs  iicr  a*  a  i^uppliant  to  tlic  foot  <>f  the  throne. 
And  His  Imperial  and  Kinj:l.v  Majf-ty's  Council  will  have  no 
fi:'!ii iilty  in  vcrlfvini:  the  infamous  collusion  of  IJryonil.  who. 
fur  from  doinL'  his  dulv  as  the  jruidt'  and  adviser  of  the  irirl 


nnnstod  to  his  care  bv  the  mother  he  ha 


il  (li'ccived.  con 


loni'd 


,i!'..!  elicou 


til--  r 


ra<'ed  the  intiniacv  iietween  his  wife  llenriette  iint 


'liel  loader. 


Tiiis  was  the  j)lan 


imaLnnei 


1  hv  this  detestable  man.  who 


Ilillkc: 


it  his  jrlory  that  he  n 


-pects  nothing",  and  that  he  new 


-iders  anv  end  iait  the  irratiiication  of   his  pa-sion? 


,hik 


iir  iTL'ards  everv  sentiment   based  on   social  or  religious  nio- 

.\nd   it   inav  here  he  rc- 


rahtv  as  a  mere  vulirar  ]))-e)uilice 
i!i;irked  that  such  .-chcminir  is  habilua 


iviri},'  a  double  part  ever  .-nu 


1  In  a  man  who  has  been 
'  1,  who  for  c'Ldit  years  has 
blv  de- 


ll.i.'ived  the  ('omte  de  Lille  and  his  adhen-nt-.  probably  de- 
tnvinj:  at  the  same  time  tin'  surierior  jinlic"  of  the  l-".mpire — 
f.r  Mich  men  are  always  ready  to  >crve  the  hi-he-t  iiidder. 

••j^rvond,  then,  was  uruin,;:  Ribul  to  commit  a  crime:  he  it 
w..^  who  insisted  on  an  armed  attack  ami  highway  robbery 
«\  the  State  trea>ure  in  tran-it,  and  on  heavy  c 


lii  lie  e.xtorted   from  the  jiurchasers  (d' 


uitributions 
tlie  national  land,  hv 


iiirans  o 


f  atrocaous  tortures  which  he  iiuented,  ami  wliich 
carried  terror  into  tlve  Departments.  He  demande(l  no  less 
ihiiii  three  hundred  thousand  fraius  to  pay  otf  the  mortpi.ires 
oil  ills  property. 

"In  the  event  of  anv  obiectinn  on  the    part  of    Hifnel  or 


If  for  tl 


le  r-iin- 


M  ;  lame  Brvond.  he  intended  to  reveiiL'e  him-'. 

le!'  i.t  he  had  inspireil  in  his  wife's  upriirht  miml.  by  handing 


>th  over  to  ]\i 


It   with  bv  the  law  as  .-oon  a>  tliev 


eonunit  .-ome  capital  crime 


A-.  soon  as  lie  pe 


rceivcU  tlia 


t  party  spirit  wa-  a  stronger 


thi 


in    self-interest    in    the~e   two   w 


bom    he   had    ih"- 


.n  toirether,  he  disappeared  :  h<'  cann 


to   1> 


an-,  armed  wi 


th 


'!' 


information  as  to  tli(>  state  of  affairs  in  t 


le  wi-.-tcTU 


(i^  jiartments. 
Chi 


lie 


lussard    brotliers   aiK 


d    Vaut! 


lier    were,    it    is    we 


11 


kijMwn,  in  constant  correspondence  with  Bryond. 


1(M 
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i  ' 
i 


t'' 


"As  sdnii  II-  the  I'.ilili.'i'v  .m  ihr  ciii-t-  fp'!;!  Caon  was  mc- 
conipli>lirJ.  I'.rvoiid.  ii'-miiin;:  tin'  n:\uw  f  h-  Marchiitrl, 
opciifil  sicPt  (•Miiiinnnic  iitiniis  willi  t!if  [u-rfrt  and  tli(>  iiiiii.",?- 
tratcs.  Wliat  ua^  tlu-  (■..nH'(|ucrHr ?  \.>  c.n^piracy  of  ciinnl 
oxtciit.  ami  Ml  whirh  M.  iiiativ  |ht^oii<  in  -mli  (lilV.Tcnt  <rra<1r> 
of  the  >o<ial  scale  were  iiivohol.  li;i>  .■wr  l>rcn  >o  iiiiiiKMliatdv 
(livul.iicd  to  justice  as  tlii^.  of  whicli  the  fir-t  attempt  wa-  tln' 
n.bherv  of  the  treasure  from  Ciicn.  Within  six  <hiv^  of  t!i» 
crime,  all  the  -zuilty  parlie>  ha.!  heeii  watrlied  an<l  followv,! 
with  a  certainty  that  hetrays  ])erfect  knowled^'e  of  the  p-rsons 
in  question,  ami  of  their  jilans.  The  arre-^t.  trial,  ami  exeeii- 
tion  of  IJifoi'l  an.l  his  companions  are  a  sutlieient  proof,  and 
inentioned  liere  only  to  di'Uionstrate  our  kno'.vledire  of  tlii> 
fact,  of  which  the  Supreme  Council  knows  every  partieular. 

''If  ever  a  condemned  criminal  mitdit  hope  for  the  clem- 
ency of  the  Sovereii:n.  may  not  Hi^nriette  L(>cliantro? 

"Carried  away  hv  a  passion  and  hv  rehellious  principles  iin- 
bihcd  with  her  nioth'-r's  milk,  s'lie  i>.  no  douht.  unpardonahl.' 
in  the  eye  of  the  law:  hut  in  tlie  si.u'ht  of  '"ir  mo4  maLMiani- 
moiis  I':m]>ernr,  may  not  the  m.)st  ^^hameh.-s  hetrayal  on  onr 
hand,  and  the  most' vehement  enthusiasm  on  the  other,  plead 

her  cause? 

"The  jireatest  of  OeneraU.  the  immortal  jrcnius  who  par- 
doned the  Prince  of  Ilat/.feld.  and  who.  like  God  Himself,  can 
divine  the  arixumenis  sujigesicd  hy  a  blind  passion,  may.  ]^;'r- 
haps.  vouchsafe  to  consider  the  temptations  invincible  in  thi> 
youn-j.  which  mav  palliate  her  crime,  irreat  as  it  is. 

"Twonty-two  heads  havo  already  fallen  under  the  sword  of 
justice  and  the  sentence  of  the  three  courts.  One  alone  re- 
'mains— that  of  a  vounir  woman  of  twenty,  not  yet  of  asre. 
Will  not  the  Emperor  Napoleon  the  Groat  L^rant  her  time  for 
repentance?    Is  not  that  a  tribute  to  the  ^^race  of  (hxI? 

"For  llenriette  Lechantrc.  wife  of  Bryond  des  Tour-Mi- 
nieres, 

"BORDIN, 

••  Retaiufd  for  the  defence,  Advocate  in  the  Loiter 
Coun  of  the  Department  of  the  Seine." 
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ion 


,'it.h 


(.lullo 


lir  tiTrible  tragedy  luuintfd  tlu  littlo  .-loop  Godofroid  was 
U>  got.  Ho  droaiiiod  of  docapitation,  as  tlio  pliysioian 
tin  porfocti'il  It  with  philaiiliimpic  iiitoiil' 


lOIlS. 


Iiroiu 


!:!>■   III! 


t  vap 


ITS  of  a  iii-rhtmaro  lio  (li-cnncd  a  iMMUtiful  young 


in.  full  of  oiitliu.-iaMn,  uiid.Tj^oing  tii'-  la>t  proparatioiis. 


<\l\:'\ 


n  111  a  cart,  and  mounting  tho  S( 


ilT. 


Id  with  '.i  (TV  o 


f  "V 


ive 


ir  l;..i 


(.oil* 


froiil 


was  goai 


led  b 


V  curiosi 


V.     Ho  roso  at  davl)roak, 


-~vd,  and  pacod  his  room,  till  at  length  ho  po<tod  himself 


window,  and   moilianuallv 


and  at   tho  skv,   rrcon- 


iiiii:  tho  drama,  a>  a  moot 


rn  romanoor  might,  m  sovora 


\n 


(1    always    aL'aiii 


-t    tln'    murkv    haokground    of 


(  ii'iians,  o 


f  country   folks,  nf  provinoial  goiitii'iiu'n,  of  robol 


!rrs,  p( 


1I1C0  aui'ii 


t>.  liiwvor>  aiK 


I>lc 


aw  tho  radiant 


of  tho  mother  and  daughter;  nf  tho  dauirhter  dooeiving 


wres 

!■  iiiotlior,  tho  victim  <d'  a  wretch,  an 

h 


it  those  ilarini:  a(lveiitnrer>  who  were  a 


I  nf  her  mad  passion  for 
ifterwanls  regarded 
;,,  ,.incs — a  man  who,  to  (iodi-fmidV  imairination,  had  points 
m!  !v.-end)lanco  to  (ieorgos  Cadoudal  and  Charetto.  and  tho 
L'i.iiii>  of  tho  struggle  ln'tweeii   the   liepuhlie  ami   tho   Mon- 


i!'  :iv. 


)n  as  (iod 


■froi( 


ird  old  Alain  stirring,  lie  went  to 


:-  roiim 


but  on  looking  in  through  the  half-opened  dnor.  he 
thdri'W.     Tho  old  man.  kneeling  on  his 


It  aizain,  aixl  wi 


1) 


ieu,  was  saving  his  morning  pravers.    The  si^ht  of  that 


110 


ad  bent  in  an  altitude  of  Inn 


piety  reealled  (Jode- 


to  a  sense  of  dutv.  and  he  prayed  too,  with  fervency. 


1  was  expecting  yo 
i  ipiartor  of  an  hoi 


u."  said  tho  good  man  when,  at  the  end 
ir.  (Jodofroitl  entered  his  mom.     "I  an- 


■  aled  vour  impationco, 
Madame   Henriolto':' — 


ami  roH^  earlier  than  u-ual. 

-"  (iodefroid  heu'an,  with  evident 


ii:  M'.on. 


■\v 


dau'jhtor."    replied    .Main,    interrupting 
tro  do  la  Chanterio.     Tiider 


.;    Madame"; 

"Madamo's  name  is  Lechan 


I'jnpiro  old    titles   were   not    rocogni7o<l.    nor   t!ie    names 


to  the  natronvniic  ,ir  hrst  surname 


Tl 


lUS   till' 


Baronne 


Tours-Minicros  was  'the   woiiian   Bryond' ;   tho   .Marqu 


IS 


|l 


I  I 


I  i 
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d"I->grij:n(.n  uns  .alli'l  (anil- Citi/.tu  r.irnl,  and  aft.-rwunb 
the  .Si.'ur  Carul  ;  the  I'roi.-vilK'^  wTf  tlir  Sicurs  (iuilwlin." 
-Bui  what  wa.-  iIk'  'nil?  l»nl  iIh'  KmiHrur  pardon  Iut?" 
'■No.  ala>:""  -aid  Alain.  ••Tlic  ur/.iappy  little  woman  per- 
lAwil  Mil  thr  nalVold  at  the  a^'c  of  iwfnlv-<.ni-.— After  rcadin;.; 
BordinV  petition,  tiic  Kinpn-or  -poke  to  the  Snpreme  Judge 
niueli  to  this  etrert  : 

•••Wliv  iiiakr  an  exanipl.'  of  a  ^]»y  ?  A  seeret  ajjent  eea^ps 
to  he  a  n'laii,  ami  on.Ldit  to  have  iK.ne  of  a  inan"s  feelings;  he  i» 
hut  a  wherl  111  the  nia.liinc  I'.rvond  did  his  <Uity.  If  our  in- 
i-trnnient-  of  that  kind  uviv  not  what  they  an— steel  bars, 
intellipnt  onlv  m  hfiialf  of  the  Cov.rnnirnt  they  serve— <:nv- 
ernnient  wonh'i  i,c  iiiii)o,~Mhh>.  The  >eiitene>-s  of  Speeial  C'rlin- 
inal  ('ourl>  lllu^t  he  .airicd  nut.  or  my  iiiauM-^t rates  would 
lose  all  eonfideiiro  m  th.'in>elv.'-  and  in  me.  And  hesidps, 
the  men  who  foii-lit  f-r  tlit-e  people  an'  execiitrd.  and  thoy 
were  less  guiltv  tliaii  tlifir  leaders.  The  uomeii  of  the  western 
pn)vinees  iiiu>t  he  tau'ihl  not  to  meddle  in  eonspiraeies.  It  is 
beeause  the  victim  of  the  H'titeiiee  i>  a  woman  that  the  law 
nin>t  take  its  ediir-e.  No  exeiiM'  is  availahle  as  apiinst  the  in- 
terests of  authoritv." 

"This  wa<  the  -uhstanee  of  what  the  Supreme  dudjze  was  i-o 
ohliginir  a<  to  n-peat  to  I'.ordiii  after  his  interview  with  the 
Enipen)r.  To  n-e.-tahlish  tniniiiiiliity  in  the  wot.  wddeli  um> 
full  of  n'fraetorv  eoiiM-ript-.  Napoleon  thouirhl  it  needful 
to  pnxluee  a  n^al  •lern.r,'  The  .N,i|uvme  dud-e.  in  fact,  ad- 
vised the  lawyer  to  tmu'de  !iim,-(df  no  further  about  his 
client-." 

"And  the  ladyy"'  said  (Indefmid. 

"Madame  de  la  Chanterie  \va-  eond-mned  to  twenty-two 
vear-"  impri.-onment."  n'plied  .Main.  -She  had  already  heon 
tran>fern'd  to  I'.ieetn',  near  lemeii.  t..  underL'n  her  sentenep. 
ami  nolhiuL'  eould  lie  thon-ht  of  till  her  Ilenriette  was  safe; 
for  after  tlie-e  dn^adfu!  -.■eii.-.  >he  wa-  so  wrajiped  np  in  her 
dan-rhter  that,  hut  for  Honlm's  pnmiise  to  i)etition  for  the 
mithration  of  tl;e  -eiitenee  (d'  death,  it  wa-  thouLdit  that  Ma- 
dame would  not   hiwv  survived  her  condemnation.     So  they 
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,K.,.iv.-(l  the  poor  iiiothrr.  She  r^aw  li.>r  (liiiiirhtfT  aftor  the 
.Arriition  of  llw  ini-n  wlio  luid  In't-n  scntdicMl  to  death,  but 
111  not  know  thiit  tht'  respite  wns  <:ranteil  in  (  .nseqiience  of  a 
f/-,.  ,!.•(  hiration  that  her  dau-hter  was  expecting  her  confine- 

"  '■"'•"  1  *    -1 

••Ah.  now  I  understand  everythini: !"  med  (Jodefroid, 

"No.  tny  dear  hoy.   There  are  .some  tliiiiL's  whieh  cannot  be 
ju.^-i  d.— For  a  h/np  time  after  that.  Madame  bflievcd  that 
••vT  dauiriiter  was  aUve." 
"'  n\v  was  that  ?" 

•When  V.  dame  (hs  Tours-Minieres  li(>ard  through  Bordin 
:!  :t  litr  appeal  was  rejected,  the  brave  litth^  woman  had 
,m,ui:ti  strenirfh  of  niiiui  to  write  a  score  of  h-tters  dated  for 
«,\rrnl  months  after  !ier  execution  to  make  her  mother  believe 
that  siic  was  still  alive.  Imt  gradually  sutTi'riii<:  more  and  more 
frnin  an  ima-rinary  malady,  till  it  ended  in  .leath.  These 
].-V,-r<  were  spread  over  a  period  of  two  year=.  Thus  Madame 
.!(■  la  Chanterie  was  prepareil  for  her  dauLrhter's  death,  but 
for  a  natural  death;  she  did  not  hear  of  her  execution  till 
IsM. 

•For  two  years  ?he  was  kept  in  the  common  ])ri.son  with  the 
mi.-t  infamous  creatures  of  her  sex.  wearing  the  prison  dress; 
t!,i  M.  thanks  to  the  efforts  of  the  Champignelles  and  the  Bean- 
Miurs.  after  the  second  vear  she  was  placed  in  a  private  cell, 
wh.  n>  she  lived  like  a  cloistered  nun." 
•■  \nd  the  others?" 

■Tiie  notary  T/veille.  TTcrbomez.  TTiley.  Cihot.  Orenier, 
''  ::vau.  Cabot.  Minard.  and  Mallet  were  condemned  to  death, 
ir.!  •■xecuted  the  same  dav:  l^innier.  with  Chaupsard  and 
uvr.  was  sentenced  to  twenty  vears"  penal  servitude:  they 
branded  and  sent  to  the  hulks;  hut  the  Emperor  par- 
'.".d  Chaussnrd  and  Vauthier.  Melin.  Laraviniere.  and 
';  ■,  r  had  five  vears'  imprisouTuent.  The  woman  Bourget  was 
i.'risoned  for  twenty-two  vears.  Chargegrain  and  Kousseau 
'w  ..  acfpiitted.  Those  who  had  got  away  were  all  sentenced 
•  i.  nth.  with  ttie  exception  of  tie"  maid-servant  (lodard.  who, 
a-  vr,u  have  guessed,  is  none  other  than  our  good  Manon." 
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"MaiionI"  cxclaitiu'd  (lodtfrni:!  in  iimazcnu'nt. 
"Oh,  voii  do  not  yet  kiKuv  Mmiioii,"  rcplunl  tlic  worthy  mnn. 
"That  ilt'Vc.ti'd  soul,  foiiih'iiiiicd  to  twcntv-twn  years*  itiiprison- 
iitfiit,  had  ;;iv(!i  hcrs>>lf  up  to  justid'  tliat  ,-lic  ini^rht  he  with 
Madame  de  la  Chaiilerie  in  pri.-oii.  Our  l)eh)ve(l  vieur  i-;  tlu^ 
priest  from  Morta;_'iie  who  j:ave  the  hist  saeramont  to  Madaino 
(ies  'I'ours-Miiiieres.  who  liad  the  fortitmle  to  escort  lier  to  th.- 
walTohl.  and  to  whom  -he  L'ave  her  la-t  farewell  kiss.  Tlh' 
same  hrave  and  e\ahed  |irie-t  had  atteruled  tlie  Chevalier  dii 
Vissard.  Sm  oiir  ihar  Aiihe  de  Vezc  learned  all  the  secrets 
of  the  ruti-pirators." 

"I  see  now  when  his  hair  turned  white."  said  (".odefroid. 
"Ala-!"  said  Ahim.  -  '•llereceiviMl  from  Amedee  du  Vissard 
a  miniature  of  M.nlaine  d.'s  'rnur--Miiiieres.  the  only  like- 
ness of  her  that  e.\i-t> :  and  the  Ahlie  has  hoen  a  sacred  person- 
age to  Madame  de  la  Chanterie  ever  since  the  day  when  she 
was  re-tored  irnmiphanl   to  social  life." 

"How  w,is  ihatr"  asked  (lodefroid   in  surprise. 

"Well,  on  the  restoration  of  Loins  .Will,  in   ISU.  Roj?- 

laurier.  who  was  the  voiin^'er  hrother  of  Monsieur  de  Rnisfre- 

lon.  was  -till  umler  tic  Kim:"s  orders  to  orL'anize  a  risim:  in 

tl„,  West — (irst  in  \>^i"-K  and  afterwjirds  in  ISl-.'.    Their  niiuip 

is  Onhut  :  the  Duhut  of  Caen  w;is  relate('  to  them.   There  were 

three  hr<illiers:   Ihihut    dr   P.oi-fraiie.  I'n'.-ident   of  the  Court 

of  Suh-idie-:   Diihiit   de  Boi-fndon.  Councillor  at   Law:  an«l 

Duhut-l')oi-laurier.  a  Captain  of  Ora-oons.     Their  father  had 

given  I'ach  the  name  of  (Uie  of  his  three  several  estates  to  L'ive 

them  a  titlciindstatus  (sdVHnrth-  ii  hi  i-ilnin.  a-  it  wascalh-d). 

for  their  trrandfather  was  a  linen  nierehant.     Duhut  of  Caen. 

who  suceeidcd   in  escajMiv-'.  was  one  of  the  Itraneh  who  had 

stuck  to  traile;  hut  he  hopei],  hy  (h^votinc  him-elf  to  the  IJoval 

cause,  to  hi>  alloweil   to  siiere.'d   to   M(in-ieur  de  Boisfrano's 

title.      And    in    fact    r>ouis   .Will,   gratified   thi'  wish   of  hi'^ 

faithful  adherent,  who.  in  isl.'.  was  made  Crand  Provost,  and 

su!>se(|uentlv  hecaiiK^  a  Tuhlic  Trosccutor  under  the  name  of 

Boi-franc:  he  wa<  President  of  one  of  the  Higher  Courts  when 

he  died.     The  Manpiis  du  Vi-sard.  the  unhappy  Chevalier's 
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"Madame  I'U'  la  ('liaiitcrie,  a  perfect  .-air!;,  prays  for  this 
monster's  soul,  and  has  two  masses  -   u]  for  him  every  vear. 

"Thou^rh  her  defence  was  lUKhTtaken  by  one  of  the  faniou? 
pleaders  of  the  day,  the  fathiT  of  one  of  our  .irreat  orators. 
Madame  de  la  ("lianterie.  who  knew  notliinjr  of  her  daujrh- 
ter's  risks  till  the  moment  when  the  money  was  hroupht  in— 
and  even  tin  n  only  because  lioislnurier.  who  was  related  to 
lier,  told  lier  the  facts — could  never  establish  her  innocence 
The  President  du  Honceret,  ami  Blondet,  Vice-I'repident  of 
the  Court  at  Alencon,  vainlv  tried  to  clear  the  poor  ladv;  tho 
influence  of  the  notorious  Meriri.  the  Councillor  to  the  Su- 
preme Court  under  the  Empire,  who  presided  over  these  trials 
— a  man  fanatically  devoted  to  the  Cliureh  and  Throne,  who 
afterwards,  as  Public  Prosecutor,  brou.srht  many  a  Bonapartist 
head  under  the  axe— was  so  preat  at  this  time  over  his  two  col- 
leasrues  that  he  secured  the  condemnation  of  the  unhappy 
Bar)mu'  de  la  Chanterie.  Bourlac  and  Mer^i  arfjued  the  case 
with  incredible  virulence.  The  President  always  spoke  of 
the  Raronne  des  Tours-:\rinieres  as  the  woman  Brvond,  and 
of  Madame  as  the  wnnuin  Lechantre.  The  names  of  all  tlie 
accused  were  reduced  to  the  barest  IJepublican  forms,  and  cur- 
tailed of  all  titles. 

"There  were  some  extraordinary  features  of  the  trial,  and 
I  cannot  recall  them  all :  but  I  remember  one  stroke  of  au- 
dacity, which  may  show  you  what  manner  of  men  thosp 
Chouans  were. — The  crowd  that  pressed  to  hear  the  trials  was 
beyond  anythin^r  your  fanc\  can  conceive  of;  it  filled  the  cor- 
ridors, and  the  square  outside  was  thronired  as  if  on  market 
days.  One  morn  ins:  at  the  openinfr  of  the  Court,  before  the 
arrival  of  tlie  jud-res,  Pille-Miche.  the  famous  C^Kman.  spran? 
over  the  balustrade  into  the  middle  of  the  mob,  made  play  with 
his  (dhows,  mi.\ed  with  the  crowd,  and  fled  amonp  the  terrified 
spectators,  'buttinsx  like  a  wild  l)oar,"  as  Bordin  told  me.  The 
pendarmes  and  the  peopl.^  rusli.d  to  .stop  him.  and  he  was 
causrht  on  the  steps  just  as  he  had  reach(>d  the  market-place. 
After  thi.s  dariiifj  attempt,  they  doubled  the  jruard.  and  a  de- 
tachment of  men-at-arms  was  posted  on  the  square,  for  it  was 
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ffun'd  that  .iiero  might  be  aiiionfr  the  crowd  -;onie  Chouans 
reu'iy  to  aid  and  abet  the  accused.  Three  p^r^^on?  were  crushed 
to  (itath  in  the  crowd  in  con>e(]uence  of  this  atieinyit. 

■"It  was  sul)sc(|Ufntly  di-eovrr"  d  that  Coiitenson — for.  like 
niv  iihi  friend  Bordin,  1  ciumnt  hrini:  niy>clf  to  call  iiiin  Barnn 
I'.r-  Totirs-Miniercs.  or  Bryond,  which  is  a  respectable  old 
riiiim — that  wret(h.  it  wa~  discovered,  had  made  away  with 
-ixty  thousand  francs  of  tlie  stolen  treasure.  lie  pave  ton 
liiMiisand  to  the  yount:er  Chaussard,  whom  he  enticed  into  the 
;i(.n(('  and  iiioculateci  with  all  hi-  low  tastes  and  vices;  but 
all  his  accomplices  were  unlucky.  Tlie  t'haussard  who  escaped 
Wii-  pitched  into  the  sea  by  Mon>icur  de  Pioislaurier,  who  un- 
li-r.-tood  from  s(unelhiMg  ^aid  l>y  i'annier  that  riiaussard  had 
tiiMicd  traitor.  ('oiiU'n.^on  indeed  had  advised  him  to  join  the 
fiiL'itives  in  order  to  spy  upon  them.  Vauthier  was  killed  in 
Piris,  no  r|(»u!)t  by  one  of  the  ClK^valier  du  Vissard's  ob.«cure 
hut  devoted  followers.  The  youn^'-er  Chaussard  too  was  finally 
ii!iirdere<l  in  one  of  tlif  nnctiirnal  raids  conducted  bv  tho  po- 
li(t';  it  seems  probable  that  Contenson  took  this  mean?  of  rid- 
iliti;:  himself  of  his  deman<ls  or  of  his  remorse  bv  sending  him 
t"  -I'rmon,  as  the  saying  goes. 

"Madame  de  la  Chanterie  invented  her  money  in  the  funds, 
n!!il  purchas(Hl  this  house  by  the  particular  desire  of  her  unele, 
the  old  Councillor  de  Boisfrelon.  who  in  fact  gave  her  the 
III' r:i-v  to  buy  it.  This  (piiet  neighborhood  lies  close  to  the 
.Anhbishop's  residence,  where  our  beloved  Abbe  has  an  ap- 
pointment under  the  Cardinal.  And  this  was  Madame's  chief 
n,!-nn  for  acceding  to  the  old  lawyer's  wish  when  his  income, 
af!ir  twenty-five  years  of  revolutions,  was  n'<liic(>d  to  six  thou- 
>a:Ml  francs  a  year.  Besides,  Madame  wished  to  close  a  life 
'  '  -uch  terrible  misfortunes  as  had  overwhelmed  her  for  sir- 
iui  i-twenty  years  in  almost  cloistered  seclusion. 

"Vou  may  now  understand  the  dignity,  the  majestv.  of  this 
I'tij-suffering  woman^ — -august  indeed,  as   f  mav  sav " 

"Yes,"  said  (Jodefroid.  "the  sti'mp  of  all  she  has  endured 
ha-  fiven  her  an  indefinable  air  of  grandeur  and  majestv." 

"Each  blow,  each  fresh  j)ang,  has  but  increa-ed  her  patience 
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and  resipnatioii."  Ahiin  went  on.  "And  if  you  codM  know  her 
38  wo  do.  if  you  knew  how  k-cn  Iht  fi'olinirs  aro.  and  how  ac- 
tive is  tlic  spring:  of  tcndcriios  th;it  wells  u])  in  her  heart,  you 
would  lie  afraid  to  take  eount  of  the  tears  slie  must  shed,  and 
her  fervent  prayers  tliat  a-ceiid  to  (iod.  Oniv  those  who.  like 
her.  have  known  i»ut  a  lirief  season  of  happiness  can  resist  such 
shocks.  Hers  is  a  tender  heart,  a  <rentle  soul  clothed  in  a 
frame  of  ste(d.  tempered  i)y  privati(m.  toil,  and  austeritv.'' 

"Suoh  a  life  as  hers  explains  the  life  of  hermits,"  said  (ioijc- 
froid. 

"There  are  days  when  I  wonder  wliat  .-an  he  the  meaning 
of  sueh  an  existence.  Is  it  that  (iod  reserves  these  utmost,  bit- 
terest trials  for  those  of  His  creatures  who  shall  sit  on  Ffis 
ris^ht  hand  on  the  day  after  their  death?"  said  the  ^rood  old 
man.  quite  unaware  that  he  was  artlessly  expross-inji  Swedon- 
borff's  doetrine  eomernin;,'-  the  an;:e]s. 

"What!"  exclaimed  (iodefroid,  '"Madame  de  la  rhanterie 
was  mixed  up  with f" 

"Madame  was  sulilime  in  prison."'  .Main  said,  "rn  tho 
course  of  three  years  the  story  of  the  Vicar  of  Wakefield  camo 
true,  for  she  reclaimed  several  wonu'n  of  protliijate  lives.  Ami 
in  the  course  of  her  imprisonment,  as  she  to<ik  note  of  the  con- 
duct of  those  confined  with  her.  she  learned  to  feel  that  trrciit 
pity  for  th(>  mi.sery  of  the  people  which  wei^^hs  on  her  soul,  and 
has  made  her  the  (pieen  of  I'arisian  charity.  It  was  iti  the 
horrible  Ricetre  at  Rouen  that  she  conceived  of  the  plan  which 
we  devote  ours(dves  to  carry  out.  It  was,  as  she  declared,  ii 
dream  of  rapture,  an  anjielic  inspiration  in  the  midst  of  hell; 
she  had  no  thou,irht  of  ever  seeintr  it  realized. 

"But  here,  in  1S19.  when  peace  seemed  to  bo  descend  in;: 
on  Paris,  she  carne  back  to  her  dream.  ^ladamo  la  nnehcssp 
d'.Anirouleme.  the  Dauphiness.  the  Duchesso  de  Berri,  tho 
Archbishop,  and  then  the  ('lianc(dlor  and  some  pious  pers.ins 
eontrihiited  very  liberally  to  the  first  necessary  expenses.  The 
fund  was  increased  by  what  we  could  spare  from  our  income. 
for  each  of  us  spends  no  more  than  is  absolutely  necessary." 

Tears  rose  to  Ciodefroid's  eyes. 
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"We  are  the  faithful  priostliood  of  a  Christian  idea,  and 
b.lniig  body  and  soul  to  this  work,  of  which  Madanio  do  la 
Chiinterie  is  the  founder  and  the  soul— that  huiy  whom  you 
htar  us  respectfully  designate  as  Madame." 

'•Ah,  and  1  too  am  wholly  yours!"  cried  Godefroid,  holding 
out  his  hands  to  the  worthy  man. 

•Xow,  do  you  understand  that  there  are  subjects  of  con- 
versation absolutely  prohibited  here,  never  even  to  be  alluded 
to!'"  Ahiin  went  on.  "Do  you  appreciate  the  obligation  of 
reticence  under  which  we  all  feel  ourselves  to  a  lady  whom  we 
rrv.Tence  as  a  saint?  Do  you  understand  the  charm  exerted 
by  a  woman  made  sacred  by  her  misfortunes,  having  knirned 
?o  many  things,  knowing  the  inmost  secret  of  every  form  of 
?utTiring — a  woman  who  has  derived  a  lesson  from  every  grief, 
who-e  every  virtue  has  tlie  twofold  sanction  of  the  lun-dest 
tr-is  and  of  constant  practice,  wliose  soul  is  spotless  and  above 
rf|in)ach;  who  lias  known  motherhood  only  through  its  sor- 
r<'\v~.  and  conjugal  affection  only  through  its  bitterness;  on 
wiiuin  life  never  smiled  l)ut  for  a  few  months— for  whom 
Hi  iven  no  doubt  keeps  a  palm  in  store  as  the  reward  of  such 
riML^nation  and  gentleness  amid  sorrows?  Is  she  not  superior 
to  Job  in  that  she  has  never  murmureil  ? 

"So  you  need  never  again  be  surprised  to  find  her  speech  so 
in>t>ri'ssive,  her  old  age  so  fresh,  her  sjiirit  so  full  of  com- 
:ii;inion,  her  looks  so  persuasive;  she  has  had  jtowers  extra- 
ordinary bestowed  on  her  as  a  confidante  of  the  sorrowing,  for 
-he  has  known  every  sorrow.  In  her  presence  smaller  griefs 
ari'  mute." 

"She  is  the  living  embodiment  of  charity,"  cried  Godefroid 
with  enthusiasm.     ".May  I  become  one  of  you?'' 

"Vou  must  pass  the  tests,  and  above  all  else,  HrJirw!"  said 
th'  'lid  man  with  gentle  excitement.  "So  long  as  vou  have 
no'  liold  on  faith,  so  long  as  you  have  not  assimilated  in  vour 
b.Mri  and  brain  the  divine  meaning  of  Saint  Paul's  epistle  on 
Chnrity,  you  can  take  no  part  in  our  work." 

I'AP.ia,  1849-1845. 
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What  is  nobly  good  is;  contagiou?,  a?  ovil  is.  And  by  the 
time  Madame  de  la  Chanterie's  boarder  had  dwelt  for  gome 
months  in  this  silent  old  house,  after  the  story  told  him  by 
Monsieur  Alain,  whieh  tilled  him  with  the  deepest  respect  for 
the  half-monastic  life  he  saw  around  him,  he  beeame  conscious 
of  the  ease  of  mind  tliat  conies  of  a  regular  life,  of  quiet  habits 
and  harmonious  tempers  in  those  we  live  with.  In  four 
months  (iodefroid,  never  hearing  an  angry  tone  or  the  least 
dispute,  owned  to  liimself  tiiat  since  he  had  come  to  years  of 
discretion  he  did  not  remember  ever  l)eiiig  so  completely  at 
peace — for  he  could  not  say  ha]ipy.  He  looked  on  the  world 
from  afar,  and  judged  it  sanely.  At  last  the  desire  he  had 
cherished  tliese  three  months  past  to  take  his  part  in  the  deeds 
of  this  mysterious  association  had  become  a  passion  ;  and  with- 
out being  a  very  profound  philosopher,  the  reader  may  imagine 
what  strength  such  a  passion  may  assume  in  seclusion. 

So  one  day — a  day  marked  as  solemn  by  tiie  a-^cendency  of 
the  Spirit — Godefroid,  after  sounding  his  heart  and  measur- 
ing his  powers,  went  up  to  his  good  friend  Alain — whom 
Madame  de  la  C'hanterie  always  called  her  lamb — for  of  all 
the  dwellers  under  that  roof  lie  had  always  seemed  to  Gode- 
froid the  most  accessible  and  the  least  formidable.  To  him. 
then,  he  would  apply,  to  obtain  from  the  worthy  man  some 
information  as  to  the  sort  of  priesthood  which  these  Brethren 
in  God  e.xercised  in  Paris.  Many  allusions  to  a  period  of  pro- 
bation suggested  to  him  that  he  would  be  put  to  initiatory  tests 
of  some  kind.  His  curiosity  had  not  been  fully  satisfied  by 
what  the  venerable  old  man  had  told  him  of  the  reasons  why 
he  had  joined  ^fadame  de  la  Chanterie's  association;  he 
wanted  to  know  more  about  this. 
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\i  lialf-pnPt  ton  o'clock  that  cvcnini:  Oo.lcfroirl  found  him- 
-If  for  the  third  time  in  Monsimr  \]iuu'>  rocm,.,  just  as  tho 
'■'i  man  was  preparing  to  read  his  cliapt.T  of  Tlir' Imitotion. 
'I"'--  timctliomild  old  man  <'nuhl  not  lirlp  -niilini:.  and  he  said 
;■'  !!ic  yonnjr  man.  hoforc  aUowinLr  hin:  t-.  speak: 

•Wliv  do  von  apply  to  nic.  my  dear  hov,  instea<)  of  address- 
i!!^'  yonrs-lf  to  Madame;-  I  am  thr  m(,st  i.irnon.nt.  tit-  least 
M.intual.  the  most  imperf.'ct  nwiiilHT  of  the  household.— For 
?''•  la>^t  three  days  .Madame  an<l  mv  frienrls  have  seen  into 
.■"■n-  iieart."  he  added,  with  a  little  knowing'  air. 

■■And  what  have  they  seen  r"  ask.>d  (io.Iefroid. 

"Oh."  said  the  fjood  man.  with  perfect  ^implieitv.  "they 
hav.'  s(H'n  a  guileless  desire  to  heloni:  to  our  community.  But 
;'i'  fiflinjr  is  not  yet  a  very  ardent  vocation.  Xav."  he'replied 
I-  111  impulsive  iresture  of  (;odefrnid"s.  "vou  have  more  curi- 
'^-i!v  than  fervor.  In  fact,  yon  have  not  so  comMletely  freed 
vn::!v,.lf  from  your  old  ideas  init  that  you  imaj:,we  something 
,i-!\rntnrous.  somethin;,^  romantic,  as  the  phrase  <^oe«  in  the 
in     iints  of  our  life "'  ^ 

'■'"lefroid  could  not  help  turnini:  red. 

-Non   fancy  that   there   is  some  resemldance  between  our 

--iiKiti.uis  and  those  of  the  Khalifs  in  the  Arahir,,,  Xiahh, 

r'y  vou  anticipate  a  kind  of  satisfaction  in  plaving  the'part 

'•'■  ilie^j:ood  genius  in  the  idyllic  henefleences  of  which  you 

I-  nil  :     Ah.  ha  !  my  .son.  your  sinile  of  confusion  shows'me 

'!::.•  we  were  not  n)istaken.      Row  could  vou  e.vpect  to  con- 

■:)!  vonr  thoughts  from  us.  who  make  it  our  husiness  to  d(>tpet 

til"  hidden  impulses  of  the  soul,  the  cunning  of  povertv.  the 

■il'iilations  of  the  needy :  who  are  honest  ^pie<.  the  poliee  of  a 

tn.-vifiil  Providence,  old  judges  whose  coile  of  law  knows  only 

'1- -intion.  and  physicians  of  everv  mahulv  whose  only  pre- 

-eription  is  a  wise  u.sp  of  money?     Still,  mv  dear  hov.  we  do 

nnt  .juarrel  with  the  motives  that  bring  us  a  neophvte  if  only 

'   -^lays  with  us  and  becomes  a  hrr.ther  of  our  Order.     We 

?hai!  judge  you  by  your  works.     Then-  are  two  kinds  of  curi- 

nsitv— one  for  good,  and  one  for  evil.     .At  this  moment  your 

curiosity  is  for  good.     If  you  are  to  become  a  laborer  in  our 
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vinevard,  tlic  juioc  of  the  jirapos  will  give  you  perpetual  thir«t 
for  the  divine  fruit.  The  initiation  look^  easy,  but  is  ditlicult, 
as  in  every  natural  science.  In  vell-doing,  as  in  pnofry, 
nothing  oan  I)e  easier  tiian  to  clutch  at  its  semblance ;  but  here, 
as  on  Parnassus,  we  are  satisfied  with  nothing  short  of  pcrfoc- 
tion.  To  lieconie  one  of  us,  you  must  attain  to  great  knowlpfl<:o 
of  life— and  of  such  life.  '  Good  God!  Of  that  Paris  life 
which  defies  the  scrutiny  of  the  Chief  of  the  Police  and  his 
men.  It  is  our  task  to  unmask  the  permanent  conspiracy  of 
evil,  and  detect  it  under  forms  so  endlessly  changing  that  thpy 
might  be  thought  infinite.  In  Paris,  Charity  must  bo  as  nm- 
niscient  as  Sin.  just  rs  the  police  agent  must  be  as  cunning  a> 
a  thief.  We  liavf  to  he  at  once  frank  and  suspicious;  our 
judgment  must  be  as  certain  and  as  swift  as  our  eye. 

"As  you  see.  dear  boy,  wo  are  all  old  and  worn  out ;  but  then 
we  are  so  well  satisfied  witli  thi^  results  we  have  achieved,  that 
we  wish  not  t.)  die  without  K'aving  'Mecessors,  and  we  hold 
you  all  tiie  more  dear  becaus('  you  ma\  f  you  will,  be  our  fir?t 
disciple.  For  us  there  is  no  risk,  we  owe  you  to  God  !  Yours 
is  a  sweet  nature  lurinMl  sour,  and  since  you  came  to  live  hpro 
the  evil  leaven  is  weaker.  !Madanie's  heavenly  nature  has  had 
its  effect  on  you. 

"We  held  council  yesterday;  and  as  you  have  given  me  your 
confidence,  my  geiod  brothers  decided  on  making  me  your  in- 
structor and  guide. — .\re  you  satisfied?"' 

"Oh,  my  kind  ^lonskur  .Main,  your  eloquence  ha; 
aroused " 

"It  is  not  1  that  speak  well,  my  dear  boy,  it  is  that  great 
deeds  are  eloquent. — We  are  always  sure  of  soaring  high  if  wo 
obev  God  and  imitate  Jesus  Christ  so  far  as  lies  in  man  aided 
by  faith." 

"This  moment  has  decided  my  fate;  T  feel  the  ardor  of  the 
neophyte!"  cried  (Jodefroid.  "I  too  would  fain  spend  my  life 
in  well-doing ' 

"That  is  the  secret  of  dwelling  in  God,"  replied  the  good 
man.  "Have  you  meditated  on  our  motto,  Transirp  hrne- 
facirndo?  Trnn:i\rp  means  to  pass  bevond  this  life,  leaving 
a  long  train  of  good  actions  behind  you." 
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"1  have  understood  it  so,  and  I  liavi-  written  up  the  motto 
of  the  order  in  front  of  my  bed." 

"That  is  Well. — And  that  actii.n,  >o  trivial  in  itself,  is  of 
^'nat  value  in  my  ises. — Well,  m\  .-on,  I  liave  your  lirst  task 
ready  for  you,  I  will  see  you  with  •, our  foot  in  the  stirrup.  We 
iiiiiM  part. — Y'es,  fir  I  have  to  leave  our  retriMt  and  take  my 
j'!ai  !•  in  the  heart  of  a  volcano.  I  am  ^ojnjj  as  forenuin  in  a 
iar^re  factory  when  all  the  workmen  are  infected  with  '^om- 
iinuiistic  doctrines — and  dream  of  social  destruction,  of  mur- 
iliiitii,'  the  masters,  never  seeing  that  tins  would  he  to  mur- 
d.  r  industry,  manufacture,  and  commerce. 

"1  shall  remain  there— who  knows — a  vear,  perhaps,  as 
ia>hier,  keeping  the  hooks,  and  makimr  my  way  into  a  hundred 
nr  more  hunihle  homes,  among  men  who  were  misled  by  pov- 
frtv.  no  doubt,  before  they  were  deluded  by  bad  book;.  IIow- 
fwr.  wo  shall  see  each  other  here  every  Sunday  and  holiday; 
a>  I  -hall  live  in  the  same  quarter  of  th(>  town  we  may  meet  at 
the  Church  of  Saint-Jac(|ues  du  Haut-Pas  ;  I  shall  attend  mass 
tht  re  every  morning  at  half-past  seven.  If  you  should  happen 
til  ineet  me  elsewhere,  you  must  never  recoirnize  me,  unless  I 
ruli  my  hands  with  an  air  of  satis  Tact  ion.  That  is  one  of  our 
;i;:nals. — Like  the  deaf-mutes,  we  have  a  lan:ruage  by  signs, 
of  which  the  necessity  will  soon  be  more  than  abundantly  evi- 
(lem  to  you." 

•  iodefroid's  expression  was  intelligible  to  Monsieur  Alain, 
f'T  lie  smiled  and  went  on: 

"Now  for  your  business.  \Vc  do  not  practise  either  bene- 
fiftnce  or  philanthropy  as  they  are  known  to  you.  under  a 
vanity  of  i)ranches  which  are  preyed  upon  bv  swindlers,  just 
!!ki  any  other  form  of  trade.  Wo  exorcise  charity  as  it  is  do- 
Ji;:'!  by  our  g:reat  and  sublime  master  Saint  Paul;  for  it  is 
"ur  heliof.  my  son.  that  such  charity  alone  can  heal  the  woes 
f  I'aris.  Thus,  in  our  eyes,  sorrow,  povertv,  suffering,  trou- 
I' '  -vil — from  whatever  cause  they  may  proceed  and  in  what- 
"'.'  r  .-lass  of  sociefv  we  find  them — have  equal  claims  upon  us. 
Wiatever  their  creid  or  their  opinion^,  the  unfortunate  are. 
fir^t  an.1  foremost,  unfortunate;  we  do  not  try  to  persuade 
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tlieiu  to  look  tn  our  ilnly  Motliir  the  Churcli  till  we  have  res- 
cued tJKMn  Iroiu  (ir-pair  niiil  .-liirv.iiKni.  Ami  cvun  then  we 
try  to  convert  tiiein  lp\  e.\aii:|iir  ami  kindiie.-,-,  for  tiius  we  i)e- 
lieve  that  we  have  the  help  of  (hu\.     All  eoereioii  is  wronp. 

"Of  all  the  wretehe(ltie>s  in  I'aris.  the  most  ilitlieult  to  dis- 
cover an<i  the  hittei'est  to  endure  is  thai  of  the  respectable 
middle-elas.-.  tiie  belter  ela>s  of  eitizeii.-,  wIumi  they  fall  nita 
poverty,  for  they  make  it  a  point  of  honor  to  con'teal  it.  Such 
disasters  as  these,  my  dear  (iodid'mid,  are  the  object  of  nnr 
partieidar  care.  Su<h  j)ersons,  when  we  help  tli<'in.  show  in- 
tellip'iice  and  <:ood  feelin-x;  they  return  us  with  interest  what 
we  may  lend  to  them;  and  in  the  course  of  time  their  repav- 
ments  cover  the  losses  we  meet  with  through  the  disabled. or  li ; 
swindlers,  or  those  whoni  misfortune  has  stu,  ified.  So;.;/ 
times  we  <:et  u.>;eful  information  from  those  we  have  helped: 
but  the  work  has  srrown  to  such  vast  dimensions,  and  its  d.'- 
tails  are  so  numerous,  that  it  is  beyond  our  powers.  Now.  f,,- 
the  last  seven  or  ei^dit  months,  we  have  a  physician  in  our 
3mploynient  in  each  district  of  tlie  city  of  Paris.  Each  of  u^ 
^s  four  arrnrulixncineut.^  (or  wards)  under  his  eye;  and  we 
are  prepared  lo  pay  to  each  three  thousand  francs  a  year  x» 
take  charpe  of  our  poor.  He  is  recpiired  to  gWe  up  his  time 
and  care  to  them  by  preference,  but  we  do  not  prevent  his  tak- 
in^r  other  patients.  Woidd  you  believe  that  we  have  not  in 
eight  months  been  able  to  find  twelve  euch  men.  twelve  pood 
men,  in  spite  of  the  pecuniary  aid  offered  by  otir  friends  and 
acquaintance?  You  see,  we  needed  men  of  absolute  secrecy. 
of  pure  life,  of  recognized  abilities,  and  with  a  love  of  doin? 
good.  Well,  in  Paris  there  are  perhaps  ten  thousan:!  men  fit 
for  the  work,  and  yet  in  a  years  search  the  twelve  elect  have 
not  been  found." 

"Our  Lord  found  it  hard  to  collect  His  apostles,"  said 
Godefroid,  "and  there  were  a  traitor  and  a  disbeliever  amoni: 
them  after  all !" 

"At  last,  within  the  past  fortnight,  each  arrondissement  lias 
been  provided  with  a  visitor,"  said  the  old  man,  smiling — "for 
80  we  call  our  physicians — and,  indeed,  within  that  fortnight 
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th.iv  hns  been  ii  vast  increase  of  l.n«iniss.  Hnwowr,  wo  l,avo 
u.:rl«><l  all  llic  lianlcr.  I  irll  you  this  secret  of  our  iufpnt 
fiMtmiitv  l)pcau>f  you  iiiu^t  make  aiciuaintaiH c  wit'i  the  pliv- 
,-,ri:in  of  your  distrift,  all  tlic  iiiori'  so  Ixrauso  \v(>  (Ippoiul  on 
hiin  for  information.  'I'liis  •.'ontlcnian's  nanif  is  Berton— 
i I.I,  lor  Borton— and  he  lives  in  the  Rue  de  TEnfer. 

•Xow  for  the  faets.  Doetnr  Rerton  is  attending:  a  lady 
uii.ise  disease  seems  in  some  way  to  defy  scienee.  That  indeed 
'hn-<  not  concern  us.  hut  only  tlie  Faculty ;  our  hu-incss  is  to 
tiiid  out  the  poverty  of  the  sick  wonuin's  faniilv,  which  the 
:io(ior  helieves  to  he  fri<rhtful.  and  concealed  with  a  defermi- 
iiiition  and  pride  that  hafile  all  our  inquiries.  Hitherto,  my 
liriir  hoy.  this  would  have  been  my  task:  hut  now  the  work 
h>  which  I  am  devotinir  myself  makes  an  assistant  necessary 
in  luv  four  districts,  and  you  niu'^t  he  that  assistant.     The 


f.iiiiiiy  lives  in  the  Uue  Xotre-Dame  dcs  Thamps.  in  a  house 
l-'iikinir  out  over  the  Houlevar*)  du  ^Tont-Parnasse.  Ynu  will 
vA-Wy  find  a  room  to  let  there,  and  while  loduinfr  there  for  a 
time  you  must  try  to  discover  the  truth.  Be  sordid  as  re^jards 
VHiir  own  expenses,  hut  do  not  trouble  your  head  ahou"!  the 
riiniiey  you  pive.  I  will  send  you  such  sums  as  we  consider 
r'rrssary,  takin<r  all  the  circumstances  of  the  case  inlo  con- 
-i.lcration.  But  study  the  moral  charactiT  of  these  unfor- 
tunate people.  A  i:ood  heart  and  noble  feclinirs  are  the  secur- 
itv  for  our  loans.  Stinpy  to  ourselves  and  trenerous  to  suffer- 
in-  we  must  still  be  careful  and  never  ra4i.  for  we  dip  into 
the  treasury  of  the  poor.— Co  to-morrow,  and  remember  how 
nmeh  power  lies  in  your  hands.  The  Brethren  will  be  on  vour 
>iile/' 

■•.\h!"  cried  Oodcfroid.  "you  have  iriven  me  so  much  pleas- 
nre  in  trusting  me  to  do  ir„od  and  be  wortbv  of  .some  day  being 
'^i;e  of  you.  that  I  shall  not  sleep  for  jov." 

"Stay,  my  boy.  one  last  piece  of  advice.  The  prohibition  to 
n.  '.-nizp  me  unless  T  make  the  siL'n  concerns  the  other  pentle- 
n,-n  and  Madanu\  and  even  tlie  servants  of  the  hot,«e.  ,\b*o- 
lu!e  incocjnito  is  indispensable  to  all  our  undertnkintrs,  and 
\v.  nn^  so  constantly  obliircvi  to  preserve  it  that  we  have  made  it 
a  :,nu-  without  exceptions.   Wc  must  be  unknown.  Io>^l  lu  Taris. 
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"HciuciiiIht.  too.  inv  dfiir  (iodcfroid,  the  vcrv  spirit  of  our 
Onlcr,  whirh  rc(|iiiivs  us  m  wr  to  iifipcar  a^  ln'iicfiictors.  Imt  to 
J)lny  tile  oh.-.urc  part  of  imiriiu'diaric-;.  \\r  always  represent 
ourselves  a>  the  a<:ents  of  sdiiie  saintly  and  lieiietieent  persnn- 
u^'e— are  we  not  toilin;:  for  (JoiJi-'—so  that  no  ^rmtitude  imiv 
be  considrred  due  to  ourselves,  and  that  we  inav  not  lie  sin- 
])osed  to  ho  rieli.  True,  sincere  hutnility.  not  the  false  hu- 
mility of  those  who  keep  in  the  shade  that  others  tnav  throw 
a  light  on  thetn.  niust  inspire  an<l  govern  all  your  thoughts  — 
You  may  rejoice  when  you  succeed  ;  hut  so  long  nsj  you  feel  the 
least  impulse  of  vanity,  you  will  he  unworthy  to  join  the 
Brotherhood.  We  have  known  two  |)erfect  men.  One.  who 
was  one  of  our  founder.*,  Judge  I'opinof.  the  other,  who  wa> 
known  by  hi.*  works,  was  a  country  doctor  who  has  left  h 
name  written  in  a  remote  parish.  He.  my  dear  (Jod  froid. 
wa.s  one  of  the  greatest  men  of  our  day  :  he  raised  a  whole  dis- 
trict from  a  s.avage  state  to  on(>  of  prosperity,  from  irreliginn 
to  the  Catholic  faith,  from  barbarism  to  civilization.  The 
names  of  those  two  men  are  graven  on  our  hearts,  and  we  n'- 
gard  them  as  our  examples.  We  should  be  happy  indeed  if  we 
might  one  day  have  in  Paris  such  influence  a.s  that  countrv 
doctor  had  in  his  own  district. 

"But  here  the  plague-spot  is  immeasurable,  and,  so  far. 
quite  beyond  our  powers.  May  God  long  preserve  Madame 
and  send  us  many  such  helpers  as  you.  and  then  perhaps  we 
may  found  an  Institution  that  will  lead  men  to  bless  His  holy 
religion. 

"\\ell.  farewell.     Your  initiation  now  begins. 

"Bless  me!  I  chatter  like  a  Professor,  and  was  fortrettinir 
the  most  important  matter.  Here  is  the  address  of  the  familv 
I  spoke  of."  he  went  on.  handing  a  scrap  of  paper  to  Gode- 
froid.  ".And  I  have  added  the  number  of  Monsieur  Berton's 
house  in  the  Rue  de  I'Knfer.— Xow,  go  and  prav  God  to  help 
you." 

Godefroid  took  the  good  old  man's  hand-  and  pressed  them 
nflfectionatcly,  bidding  him  good-night,  and  promising  to  for- 
get none  of  his  injunctions. 


i 


)ii 


THE  SEAMY  SIDE  OF  HISTORY 


121 


''All  vou  have  Miid,"  iio  added,  "is  stamped  on  my  memory 

fnr  life."" 

\!;iin  finiiled  with  no  e.\prps!?ion  of  doubt,  and  rose  to  go 

ii!i'i  kneel  on  iiis  prie-Dieii.     Godcfroid  went  !)iiek  to  his  own 

pHiin.  happy  in  hein^'  at  last  alhiwcd  to  know  the  nivsteries 

f  :his  household,  .-ind   to  have  an  occupation  which,  in  his 

im  -cnt  frame  of  mind,  was  really  a  pleasun'. 

At  l)reakfast  next  moniini:  there  was  no  Monsieur  Alain, 
iiiit  (iodefroid  made  no  remark  on  liis  abs(  ncc.  Xor  was  he 
ijU'stioned  as  to  the  mission  <:iven  him  by  the  old  man;  thus 
111'  received  his  first  lesson  in  secrecy.  After  breakfast,  how- 
rwv.  he  took  Madame  de  la  ('hant(>rio  aside,  and  told  her  that 
In  >h()uld  be  absent  for  a  f (  w  dnvs. 

••\'ery  well,  my  child."  replied  Madame  de  la  Chanterie. 
■And  try  to  do  your  sponsor  credit,  for  Monsieur  Alain  has 
lin-wered  for  you  to  his  brethren." 

ilndefroid  took  leave  of  the  other  three  men,  who  endjraced 
i::iii  alTectionntclv.  se»niinjr  thus  to  give  him  their  blessing 
'i!i  his  outset  in  his  laborious  career. 


.\<sociation — one  of  the  frreatest  .social  forces  which  was 
til''  niaking-  of  Euro[)e  in  the  Middle  Ages — is  ba.sed  on  feel- 
!ii-'-  which  have  ceased,  since  \7D'i,  to  exist  in  France,  where 
til''  individual  is  now  supreme  over  the  State.  Association 
rcnuires.  in  the  first  j)lace.  a  kiml  of  devotednes.s  which  is  not 
!ii:  Icrstood  in  this  country;  a  simplicity  of  faith  which  is  con- 
::-ary  to  the  national  spirit;  and  finally,  a  discipline  against 
"iiirii  everything  rebels,  and  which  nothin_'  but  the  Catiiolic 
!.rth  can  e.\ac-t.  .\s  soon  as  an  Association  is  formed  in 
I  Tiiicc.  each  member  of  it,  on  returning  home  from  a  mect- 
iiL'  where  the  fii)e-.t  sentiments  have  been  expressed,  makes 
:i  l"'i  for  hiiii-cif  of  tile  collective  devotion  of  this  eombina- 
'  "II  of  force-,  imd  tries  to  milk  for  his  own  beni'lit  the  cow 
-•' ! -nging  to  all.  till  tht^  poor  thing,  inadefpuite  to  meet  so 
:••  liv  individual  (b^iiumils.  dies  of  atteiniation. 

\<'nv  can  tell  how  many  generous  emotions  have  been 
n :;'Mcd.  how  nuiny  iV'rvid  germs  have  perished,  how  much  re- 
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source  has  bfi'ri  (■ru>lic(l  and  hot  to  the  oounlry  by  the  shame- 
ful frauds  of  llic  Frfiu  h  K'crct  Socictio.x,  of  the  p;itriotic  fund 
for  the  Champs  dWsile  (einij,'ratioii  to  Anicriia),  and  otlier 
political  swiiidics,  wliicii  oii;,dit  to  have  j)rodiiri'd  great  and 
iiohle  dramas,  and  turned  out  mere  farces  of  the  lower  police 
courts. 

It  was  the  same  with  industrial  as  with  political  associa- 
tions. Sclf-intcrcst  took  the  {)la(\  of  public  spirit.  Tin; 
Corporations  and  Hansealic  (Juilds  of  the  Middle  Ages,  tu 
which  we  shall  .<<)mc  day  return,  are  ns  yet  out  of  the  question; 
the  only  Societies  that  still  exist  are  reli^'ious  institutions, 
and  at  this  moment  they  are  bcin;:  very  roii^'hly  attacked, 
for  the  natural  tendency  of  the  sick  is  to  rebel  apiinst  the 
remedies  and  often  to  rend  tin-  fihysician.  France  knows  not 
what  si'lf-deiiial  means.  Hence  no  Association  can  hold  to- 
f,'ctlier  luit  by  the  aid  of  reIi,i:ious  sentiment,  the  onlv  po"  or 
that  can  i|ucll  the  rel)ellion  of  the  intellect,  tlie  calculation'; 
of  ambition,  and  <:reed  of  every  kind.  Those  who  are  in  search 
of  worlds  fail  to  understand  that  A.ssociation  has  worlds  in  its 
gift. 

(Jodefroid.  as  he  made  his  way  throufili  the  street.',  felt 
himself  a  diirereiit  man.  .\ny  one  wiio  could  have  reail  his 
mind  would  have  wondered  at  the  curious  phenomenon  of  the 
communication  of  the  spirit  of  union.  He  was  no  loiii:er 
one  man.  but  a  beiii-r  multiplied  tenfold,  feeling  himself  the 
representative  of  five  persons  whos(>  united  powers  were  at 
the  back  of  all  he  did.  and  wlio  walked  with  him  on  his  way. 
With  This  slreiigth  in  his  lieart.  he  was  conscious  of  a  fulness 
of  life,  a  lofty  power  that  uplifted  him.  It  was.  as  he  after- 
wards owned,  one  of  the  happie.«t  moments  of  his  life,  for 
lie  rejoiced  in  a  new  sense — that  of  an  omnipotence  more 
aliM.Iute  than  that  of  despots.  Moral  force,  like  thought, 
knows  no  limits. 

"This  is  living  fur  others,"  said  lie  to  himself,  "acting  with 
others  a-;  if  we  were  but  one  man,  and  actiiiir  alone  as  if  we 


were  all  toLn'ther!     T 
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Iiavini:  Charitv  for  a  leader,  the 


fairest  and  most  living  of  all  the  ideals  that  have  been  created 
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4  \\\i'  Catholi.    Mrtiics.— \.  -.  this  ig  living  I— C'oiiu',  I  imiMt 


miImIih'   this   ell 
I,iU_'h  lo  >-c()rn. 


iMi>l 

-Si  I 


I   cMiItaiion   wliidi    FntliiT   Ahiiii   would 


I-  It  not  siriiti^T  tli;it  It   i^  \,\  dint  of 
11,  in;:  to  iiiinul  my  Srlf  iluit  I  Iimvc  found  tlif  fxiwor  so  long 


for!'      Tile    world   of    nii-fortiinc    is    to    I 


)t'   rnv   in- 


li-  rilniicc." 

Ilf  cro.^stMl  till'  [jpfc-incts  of  Not  re- 1).,  me  to  tho  Avonup 
.'■  r(Hi>crviit(.ir.  m  mkIi  jiiul,  f.piriis  that  h.'  did  not  hoed 
■   '    !i  n;:lii   i<\   111.'  wall<. 

Ii.i\iii<:  reach. m|  the  h'lie  Xotro-Dnnie  <]i'-^  Champ*,  iit  the 
<mI  '.r  the  iiiie  (ie  i"()iie>t.  he  was  s^iirpriMMl  to  find  such  pools 
"t  i.iiid  in  so  liaihJMiriie  a  «niarter  of  th''  town,  fi.r  neither  of 
ihn-,'  streets  wa-  ;is  yci    pnved.      TIh'   foot -passenger  had  to 


I'll  phinl<s  laid  ilnse  to  the  walls  of  tlie  niarshv  card 


gardens, 


'I'  I  rei 


>u,iin 


[)  l)y  tiie  hon-es  on  narmw  side-paths,  which  were  soon 
]'vi\    hy    t!ie    staL'naiit    waters    tiiat    turned    them    into 
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liseovered  the  house  described  to 


;iii.  aiH 


1  ,i;ot   to  it.  not   without  some  dillieultv.     It 


was  evi- 


il'iitiy  an  old  mamifaetory  whieh  had  been  aljandoned.  The 
iii;i!iling  wa.-  narrow,  and  the  front  was  a  long  wall  pierced 
".v.ili  windows  quite  devoid  of  any  ornament:  liut  there  were 
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f  these  >(|uare  openings  on  the  ground  floor — only  a 
"  !■  tciied  hack-door. 

t.odefroid  supposed  that  the  owner  had  contrived  a  number 
'f  rooms  ill  this  structure  to  his  own  [trofit.  for  over  the 
ii'"'r  there  was  a  board  scniwied  by  hand  to  this  elTect :  Sfv- 
iral  rooms  to  let.    (iodefmid  rang,  but  no  one  came:  and  as  he 

^' i  waiting,  a  passer-liy  pointed  out  to  him  that  there  was 

aiMither  entrance  to  tlie  house  from  the  boulevard,  where  he 
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)mel)ody  to  speak  to. 


idrfroid  acted  on  tlie  information,  and   from  f!i<'  houle- 
aw  the  front  of  the  liou.se  .screened  bv  the  trees  of  a 


irden-plot.     This  garden,  very  ill-kept,  sloped  to  t 


for  t 
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lere   is   sueli   a   difference   of   level   between   the 


thi 


'vard  and  the  Rue  N'otre-Dame  des  ("hanips  as  to  make 
warden  a  sort  of  ditch,     (iodefroid  went  d 


own  the  pa 
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and  at  tliu  boiiom  .,f  it  .siw  an  old  wuman  whose  dilapidated 
garb  was  in  perfect  liannony  with  the  dwelling. 

'•Was  it  you  who  nmi:  in  the  Kue  Xotre-Damc?"  she  asked. 
"\es.  iiKiiLiiiic— Is  it  your  l.usiness  to  show  the  rooms ?"' 
On   a    nply   in   ihe  allii'uialivo   from   this  portress,  whoso 
a;;e  it  was  dillioult  to  dihrniiiic.  (iudcfroid  in(iuired  whether 
the  liouse  w^is  tonauted  hy  (piiot  folk  ;  his  occupations  rerpiired 
peace  and  ^ih-nco;  lie  was  a  ha-lielor,  and  wished  to  arrange 
with,  the  doorkeeper  to  cook  and  clean  for  him. 
On  this  hint  the  woman  hccame  jrracious,  and  said: 
"Monsieur  could  not  liav(    done  better  than  to  liit  on  this 
house;  for  exeepiim:  the  days  when  there  are  doings  at  the 
Cliauwiirr.    the    Inadevard    is    as    deserted    as    the    Pontine 
Marslie.- " 

*^'Do  you  know  the  Pontine  Marslies?*"  asked  Godefroid. 

"-\o.  sir:  lint  there  is  an  old  .;:entleinan  upstairs  whose 
dauirhter  is  always  in  a  dyinjr  state,  and  he  savs  so.— I  only 
repeat  it.  That  pn,,r  <,ld  man  will  be  truly  j^dad  to  think  that 
you  want  peace  and  (piiet.  for  a  lodtrer  who  stormed  around 
would  be  the  death  of  his  daughter.— And  we  have  two  writers 
of  some  kind  on  the  second  floor,  but  they  come  in  for  the  dav 
at  niidni<:lit.  and  then  at  nij:ht  they  <:o  out  at  ei<,dit  in  the 
mornin.i:.  Authors,  they  say  they  are,"  but  I  do  not  know  where 
or  whi'U  they  work." 

As  she  spoke,  the  portress  led  (iodefroid  up  one  of  those 
horrible  stairs  built  of  wo<id  and  brick,  in  such  an  unholy 
alliance  that  it  is  impossible  to  say  whether  the  wood  is 
partin^r  from  the  bri(  ks  or  the  bricks  are  dis<,Misted  at  being 
set  in  th(<  wood;  while  botli  materials  siMun  to  fortifv  their 
disunion  by  masses  of  dust  in  summer  and  of  mud  in  winter. 
The  walls,  of  cracked  plaster,  bore  more  inscriptions  than  the 
Academy  of  R(dles-l(>ttres  ever  invented. 

The  woman  stooped  on  the  first  floor. 

"Now.  here.  sir.  are  two  very  pood  rooms,  opening  into 
each  other,  and  on  to  Monsieur  liernard's  landinir.  Uo  is  the 
old  ,i:enileman  I  mentioned— and  (juite  the  L'entleman.  He 
has  the  ribbon  of  the  Legion  of  Honor,  but  he  has  had  great 
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(inul)k's,  it  would  sooni,  for  lie  ncvjr  wears  it. — When  first 
liirv  ciuue  they  had  a  servant  to  wait  on  them,  a  man  from  the 
(luiitrv,  an<l  they  sent  him  away  close  on  time  years  ago. 
Till'  lady's  yoiiii;,'  ;^'eiillcman — iier  son — does  evi'rythin<r  now; 
ill   manages  it  all- ■"" 

(iudefroid  looked  ^ll(K■ked. 

■Oh  I"  said  tiie  woman,  "don't  he  uneasy,  they  will  pay 
ii<ii!iiiig  to  you;  they  never  speak  to  anyi)ody.     The  gentle- 

II  iti  has  heen  here  ever  since  the  revolution  of  July;  he  came 

III  is;j]. — They  are  some  high  provincial  family,  1  believe, 
niiiii'd  by  the  change  of  government ;  and  proud  !  and  as  mute 
11-  li-hes. — For  four  years,  sir,  they  have  never  let  me  do  the 
l.a-i  tiling  for  them,  for  fear  of  having  to  pay. — A  five-franc 
Ml  I  e  on  \ew  Year's  day,  that's  every  sou  I  get  out  of  them. — 
line  me  your  authors  I  1  get  ten  francs  a  month,  only  to  tell 
cvi  lybody  who  conies  to  ask  for  them  that  they  left  at  the 
tiiil  of  last  quarter." 

All  this  babble  led  (iodefroid  to  hope  for  an  ally  in  this 
Unman,  who  explained  to  him.  as  she  praised  the  airiness  of 
the  two  rooms  and  adjcining  dressing-closets,  that  she  ^3 
iini  the  portress.  l)ut  the  landlord's  deputy  and  housckee^  , 
inanaging  everything  for  him  to  a  great  extent. 

"And  you  may  trust  me,  monsieur,  I  promise  you !  Ma- 
dame Vauthier — that's  me — would  rather  have  nothing  at 
all  than  take  a  sou  of  anybody  else's." 

.Madame  Vauthier  soon  came  to  terms  with  Godefroid,  who 
wj-hed  to  take  the  rooms  by  the  month  and  ready  furnished. 
Tiiese  wretched  lodgings,  rented  by  students  or  authors 
'lii'Wn  on  their  luck,"  were  let  furnished  or  unfurnished,  as 
iniLdit  be  required.  The  spacious  lofts  over  the  wliole  house 
«■!•('  full  of  furniture.  But  Monsieur  Bernard  himself  had 
furnished  the  rooms  he  was  in. 

In  getting  Madame  Vauthier  to  talk,  Godefroid  discovered 
liiat  her  ambition  was  set  up  in  a  iiriisioii  hounjpoif^r :  but 
in  the  course  of  five  years  she  had  failed  to  meet  with  a  single 
bdjirder  among  her  lodgers.  She  inhabited  the  ground  tloor, 
on  the  side  towards  the  boulevard;  thus  she  was  herself  the 
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doorkoppor,  witli  the  help  of  a  l)i,i:  ilni:,  a  Rturdy  girl,  and  a 
boy  who  rl('a"('i]  tlic  boots,  ran  errands,  and  did  tho  rooms, 
two  creatines  as  poor  as  bcrself,  in  liarnioiiy  with  tlic  squalor 
of  tho  liousc  and  its  inliabitants.  and  the  dc-olate.  neglected 
appearand'  of  the  garden  in  front. 

They  were  both  foundlings,  to  whom  the  widow  Vautliior 
gave  no  wages  but  their  food— and  such  foo<l !  The  bov.  of 
whom  Oodefroid  caught  a  glimpse,  wore  a  ragired  blouse,  list 
slippers  instead  of  shoes,  and  sabots  to  go  out  in.  With  u 
shock  of  hair,  as  touzled  as  a  sparrow  taking  a  bath,  and 
blackened  hands,  as  soon  as  he  had  done  the  work  of  the 
hou.se,  he  went  o(T  to  measure  wood  logs  in  a  woodvard  hard 
by,  and  when  his  day  was  over — at  half-past  four  for  wood- 
sawyers — he  returned  for  his  occupations.  He  fetched  water 
for  the  household  from  the  fountain  by  the  01)servatory.  and 
the  widow  supplied  it  to  the  lodgers,  as  W(dl  as  the  faggots 
which  he  chopped  and  tied. 

Nepomiiceno — this  was  the  name  of  tho  widow  Vauthier's 
slave — handed  over  his  earnings  to  his  mistress.  In  summer- 
time the  unhappy  waif  served  as  waiter  in  the  wineshops  by 
tho  harriere  on  Sundays  and  ]\Iondays.  Then  the  woman 
gave  him  decent  clothes. 

As  for  the  girl,  she  cooked  under  the  widow's  orders,  and 
helped  her  in  her  trade  work  at  other  times,  for  the  woman 
plied  a  trade;  she  made  list  slippers  for  peddlers  to  sell. 

All  these  details  were  known  to  Oodefroid  within  an  hour, 
for  ^ladamc  Vauthier  took  him  all  over  the  house,  showing 
him  how  it  had  boon  altered.  A  silkworm  establishment  had 
been  carried  on  there  till  IStJS,  not  so  much  for  the  produc- 
tion of  silk  as  that  of  tho  o^^s. — the  seed,  as  it  is  called. 
Eleven  acres  of  mulberry-trees  at  Mont-Rouge,  and  throe 
acres  in  the  Rue  do  TOuest.  since  built  over,  had  supplied 
food  for  this  nursery  for  silkworms'  eggs. 

Madame  Vauthier  was  telling  (^.odefroid  that  Monsieur 
Barbet,  who  had  lent  the  capital  to  an  Italian  named  Fres- 
coni  to  carry  on  this  business,  had  been  obliged  to  .<oll  those 
three  acres  to  recover  the  money  secured  by  a  mortgage  on 
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tiir  liuiii  iinil  buildings,  and  was  pointing  out  the  plot  of 
;'r  I'juil,  lying  on  the  other  side  of  the  Hue  Xotre-Dame  des 
(  M.niips.  when  a  tall  and  meagre  old  man,  with  perfectly 
uii;ie  hair,  came  in  r^ight  at  the  end  of  the  street  where  it 
ii'i^-cs  the  Hue  de  TOucst. 

"In  the  very  nick  <if  time!"  cried  Madame  Vauthier. 
•j/i'ik.  that  is  your  n^'ighbor,  Monsieur  Bernard. — Monsieur 
|v  riiard,"  cried  she.  as  soon  as  the  old  man  was  within  hear- 
iiii.  "you  will  not  be  alone  now;  this  gentleman  here  has  just 
tikm  the  rooms  opposite  yours " 

Monsieur  Bernard  looked  up  at  Godefroid  with  an  appre- 
iiiiisive  eye  that  was  easy  to  read;  it  was  as  though  he  had 
>aiil.  "Then  the  misfortune  I  have  so  long  feared  has  come 
upon  me!" 

'"What,  monsieur,"  said  he,  ''you  propose  to  reside  here?" 

"Yes.  monsieur,"  said  Godefroid  civilly.  "This  is  no  home 
fur  those  who  are  lucky  in  the  world,  and  it  is  the  cheapest 
i'  il_Miig  I  have  seen  in  this  part  of  the  town.  Madame  Vau- 
thier does  not  expect  to  harbor  millionaires. — Good-day,  then, 
Madame  Vauthier;  arrange  things  so  that  I  may  come  in  at 
-i\  o'clock  this  evening.     I  shall  return  punctually." 

And  Godefroid  went  off  towards  the  Hue  de  TOuest,  walk- 
ing slowly,  for  the  anxiety  he  had  read  in  the  old  man's  face 
It'i  him  to  suppose  that  he  wanted  to  dispute  the  matter  with 
iiini.  And,  in  fact,  after  some  little  hesitation.  Monsieur 
Hi  inard  turned  on  his  heel  and  walked  quickly  enough  to 
come  up  with  Godefroid. 

"That  old  wretch!  he  wants  to  hinder  him  from  coming 
bark."  said  Madame  Vauthier  to  herself.  "Twice  already  he 
ha-  played  me  that  trick. — Patience!  His  rent  is  due  in 
five  days,  and  if  he  does  not  pay  it  down  on  the  nail,  out  he 
C"i'> !  Monsieur  Barbet  is  a  tiger  of  a  sort  that  does  not  need 
n.iich  lashing,  and — I  should  like  to  know  what  he  is  saying 
'"  him — Felicitc!  Felicite!  you  lazy  hussy,  will  you  make 
haMc?"  cried  the  widow  in  a  formidable  croak,  for  she  had 
ii"umed  an  affable  piping  tone  in  speaking  to  Godefroid. 

The  girl,  a  sturdy,  red-haired  slut,  came  running  out. 
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"Just  kocp  a  shiirji  cvi'  on  cviTytliiiio-  for  y  few  seconds, 
do  you  lifar?     I  sluill  1m'  Iki-  k  in  five?  minutes." 

And  th(>  widow  N'autliicr,  rorni.'rly  cook  to  tlio  hooksollrrV 
shop  kept  tiy  Barliet.  one  of  the  lianlot  iiionev-leiiflers  o- 
short  terms  in  th(>  nei<:hl»orhoo(l,  stole  out  at  the  heel>  of  hrr 
two  lo(l;,r,.,-s.  so  as  lo  Wiitch  tlii'iu  from  n  ilistanee  and  rejoin 
Godrfroid  as  soon  as  he  and  Monsieur  Bernard  should  part 
coni[)any. 

Monsieur  Tiernard  was  walkintj  slowly,  like  a  man  in  two 
min<ls,  or  a  dtlitor  seckinir  for  excuses  to  give  to  a  crcd'tor 
who  lias  left  him  to  take  ])roceodings. 

Godefroid,  in  front  <d'  this  unknown  neighhor,  turned  round 
to  look  at  him  under  pretence  of  lookinir  about  him.  And  it 
was  not  till  they  had  reached  the  broad  walk  in  the  Lu.xeni- 
bourg  Gardens  thiit  Monsieur  Bernard  canio  up  with  Gode- 
froid and  addressed  hiu!. 

"I  beg  your  pardon  a  tliousaud  times,  monsieur,"  Puvl  he, 
bowing  to  (Jodefroirl.  who  returned  the  how,  "for  stopping 
you,  when  I  hav(>  not  tlie  honor  of  knowing  you;  but  i?  it 
your  firm  intention  to  live  in  the  horrible  house  where  I  am 
lodging?" 

"Indeed,  monsieur " 

"I  know."  said  the  old  man,  interrupting  Godefroid  with  a 
commanding  air,  "tluit  yon  have  a  right  lo  ask  me  what  con- 
cern of  mine  it  is  to  meddle  in  yonr  affairs,  to  question  vou. 
— Listen,  monsieur;  you  are  young,  and  T  am  verv  old:  I 
am  older  tluin  my  years,  nnd  th(>y  are  si\tv-six — T  mirrht  Ix; 
taken  for  eighty! — Age  nnd  misfortune  justifv  manv  things, 
since  the  law  exem]its  septuagennriiin-  from  vjirious  pul)lic 
duties;  still.  T  do  not  dwell  on  the  privile^'e^  bc-towed  bv 
white  lijiirs;  it  i  you  whom  I  ;un  concerned  for.  Do  vnu 
know  that  tlie  part  of  the  town  in  which  \-on  tliiid<  of  living 
is  a  d(>sert  by  eight  in  the  eveiiinLT.  and  full  of  dangets,  nf 
which  being  rolibed  i-  the  lea^t  V  Have  you  noticed  the  wide 
plots   where    there   are   no    houses,    the    waste   ground   and 
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market  gardens? — You  will,  perhaps,  retort  that  I  live  there; 
but  1,  monsieur,  am  never  out  of  ilours  utter  >i.\  iii  the  even- 
in^'.  Or  you  will  say  that  two  young  men  are  lodgers  on  the 
tidiiid  floor,  above  the  rooms  you  j)ropo.--e  to  lake;  but,  nion- 
buiir,  those  two  unhappy  writers  the  vielims  of  writs  out 

iijr.iinst  them;  they  are  pursued  ,  their  ereditors;  they  are 
HI  hiding,  and  go  out  all  day  to  eome  in  at  midnight;  and  as 
llkv  always  keep  together  and  earry  arms,  they  have  no  fear 
(if  bring  robbed. — 1  myself  olttaiiied  pl'l■nli^si()n  from  tlie  ehief 
of  the  police  for  them  eaeh  to  carry  a  weapon." 

"Indeed,  monsieur,"  said  tiodefroid,  "1  have  no  fear  of 
rnlibers,  for  the  same  reasons  as  leave  these  gentlemen  in- 
vuhierable,  and  so  great  a  contempt  for  life,  that  if  I  should 
i-  murdered  by  mistake,  I  should  Idess  the  assassin." 

"And  yet  you  do  not  look  so  very  wretched,"  said  the  old 
iiiiiii,  who  was  studying  Godefroid. 

"1  have  barely  enough  to  live  on.  to  give  me  bread,  and  I 
lim-e  that  part  of  town  for  the  sake  of  the  (piiet  that 
rri^rns  there. — But  may  I  ask,  monsieur,  wh'.L  object  you  can 
liiMc  ill  keeping  ine  oiii  ef  the  bou-ey" 

The  old  man  hesitated;  he  ^aw  Madame  Vaulhier  in  pur- 
-uii.  Ciodefroid,  who  was  examining  him  attentively,  was 
Mi!  prised  at  the  exce.^sivi  emaciation  to  which  grief,  and  per- 
il;!,is  hunger,  or  perhaps  hard  work,  iiad  reduced  him;  there 
uiTc  traces  of  ail  these  causes  of  weakness  on  the  face  where 
till'  withered  skin  looked  dried  on  to  the  I'ones,  as  if  it  had 
i"tii  exposed  to  the  African  sun.  The  forehead,  which  was 
hii/h  and  threatening,  rose  in  a  dome  al)ove  a  pair  of  steel- 
I'liie  eyes,  cold,  hard,  shrewd,  and  piercing  as  those  of  a  sav- 
a::.'.  and  set  in  deep,  dark,  and  very  wrinkled  circles,  like  a 
bruise  round  each.  A  large,  long,  thin  nose,  and  tlic  upward 
curve  of  tile  chin,  gave  the  old  man  a  marked  likene>s  to  the 
luiiiliar  features  of  Don  (Quixote:  Imt  this  was  a  sinister 
It'in  Quixote,  a  man  of  no  delusions,  a  terrible  Don  Quixote. 
I'he  old  man,  in  spiti  of  his  look  of  -everitv,  betrayed 
]]( vertheless  iho  timidity  and  weakness  that  poverty  gives  to 
ti;i'  unfortunate.     And   tii._<e   two   feelings  seemed   to  have 
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graven  lines  of  ruin  on  ;i  face  so  strongly  framed  that  the 
destroying  picka.xe  ()f  niin'rv  iiad  rough  hewu  it.  The  iiMuth 
was  expressive  and  gra\e.  Don  (^uixcne  was  crossed  wilii  the 
President  de  MouteH)iiieii. 

The  man's  dre.-s  was  of  bhick  cloth  throughout,  but  utterlv 
threadbare;  the  coat,  (dd-fashioned  in  cut,  and  the  trousers 
showed  many  badiy-e.\eeuted  ])atehes.  The  buttons  had  been 
recently  renewed.  The  coat  was  fastened  to  the  chin,  show- 
ing no  linen,  and  a  rusty-black  stock  covered  the  absence  of 
a  collar.  These  black  clothes,  worn  for  many  years,  reeked  of 
poverty.  ]?ut  the  mysterious  old  man's  air  of  dignity,  hi.- 
gait,  the  mind  that  dwelt  behind  tliat  i)row  and  lighted  up 
those  eyes,  .^eenied  irreconcilable  with  ))overty.  An  ob.server 
would  have  found  it  hard  to  class  this  I'arisiiin. 

Monsieur  Bernard  was  so  absent-minded  that  he  miglit 
have  been  taken  for  a  itroff^sor  of  tiie  college-quarter,  a 
learned  man  lost  in  jealous  and  overl)earing  meditation:  and 
Godefroid  was  iiUcd  wiiii  exce-sive  interest  ami  a  degree  of 
curiosity  to  which  Ids  benrflcctit   nus>i(Mi  added  a  sjuir. 

"Monsieur."  said  the  old  man  presently,  "if  1  were  assured 
that  all  you  seek  is  silence  and  privacy,  1  would  sav.  '("om- 
and  live  near  me."  Take  the  rooms,"  be  went  on  ina  louder 
voice,  so  that  the  widow  might  hear  him.  as  she  passed  them, 
listening  to  what  they  were  saying.  "1  am  a  father,  mon- 
sieur, I  have  no  one  belonging  to  me  in  the  world  but  mv 
daughterand  her  .«on  to  help  mc  to  endure  the  miseries  of  life"; 
but  my  daughter  needs  silence  and  j)erfect  quiet.— Evcrv  one 
who  has  hitherto  come  to  take  the  rooms  you  wish  to  lodge 
in  has  yielded  to  the  reasoning  and  the  entreaties  of  a  heart- 
broken father;  they  did  not  care  in  which  street  they  settled 
of  so  desolate  a  part  of  the  town,  where  cheap  lodgings  are 
plenty  and  boarding-houses  at  very  low  rates.  But  \^u,  I  see, 
are  very  much  bent  on  it,  an<l  J  can  only  beg  you,  monsieur, 
not  to  deceive  me;  for  if  you  shoidd.  I  can  "but  leave  and 
settle  beyond  the  barrier.— And.  in  the  first  place,  a  removal 
might  cost  my  daughter  her  life."  he  said  in  a  broken  voice, 
"and  then,  wiio  knows  whether  the  doctors  who  come  to  aJ« 


THE  SEAMY  SIDE  OF  HISTORY 


131 


'""'  ,''^''~f<^^   ^^^    1<5^'<?   of    God— would    come   outside    the 

If  the  man  could  have  ^^hed  tear^,  they  would  have  run  down 
li!-  cheeks  as  he  .-poke  these  last  words:  hut  there  were  tears 
ill  his  voice,  to  use  a  phrase  that  has  become  commonplace, 
.III!  lie  covered  his  brow  with  a  hand  that  was  mere  bone  and 

-IIICW. 

•Wliat,  then,  is  the  matter  with  madame,  your  daughter?" 
,i-k(  il  Godefroid  in  a  voice  of  ingratiating  sympathy. 

"A  terrible  disease  to  which  the  doctors  give  a  variety  of 
niHiies— or    rather,    which    has    no   name.— All    my    fortune 

wmt " 

P.ut  he  checked  himself,  and  said,  with  one  of  those  raovc- 
iT.mts  peculiar  to  the  unfortunate: 

■riie  little  money  I  had— for  in  1830,  dismissed  from  a 
iii-ni  position,  I  found  myself  without  an  income — in  short, 
everything  I  had  was  soon  eaten  up  by  my  daughter,  who 
h;iil  already  ruined  her  mother  and  her  husl)and's  family.  At 
the  present  time  the  pension  I  draw  hardly  suffices  to  pay 
fnr  necessities  in  the  state  in  which  my  poor  saintly  daughter 
now  is. — She  has  exhausted  all  my  power  to  weep. 

"i  have  endured  every  torment,  monsieur:  I  must  be  of 
granite  still  to  live — or  rather,  God  preserves  the  father  that 
h>  child  may  still  have  a  nurse  or  a  providence,  for  her 
mother  died  of  exhaustion. 

"Ay,  young  man,  you  have  come  at  a  moment  when  this 
olfi  tree  that  has  never  bent  is  feeling  the  axe  of  suffering, 
fli.irpened  by  poverty,  cutting  at  its  heart.  And  T.  who  have 
nev'T  complained  to  anybody,  will  tell  you  about  this  long  ill- 
I!'-  to  keep  you  from  coming  to  tlie  house — or,  if  vou  insist, 
tn  vhow  you  how  necessary  it  is  that  our  quiet  should  not  be 
ili-Mirhed. 

"At  this  moment,  monsieur,  day  and  night,  mv  daughter 
bnrk-  like  a  do;: !" 

"She  is  mad.  then?"  said  Godefroid. 

''She  is  in  her  riglit  mind,  and  a  perfect  saint."  replied 
Monsieur  Bernard.     "You  will  think  I  am  mad  when  I  have 
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told  you  all.  My  only  <liui^'htor  is  llio  child  of  a  mother  who 
enjoyed  excellent  health.  I  ne\ir  in  my  life  loved  but  one 
woman — she  was  my  wife.  I  chose  lier  myself,  and  mairiod 
for  love  the  dau^'hter  of  one  of  the  bravest  colonels  in  the 
Imperial  fruard,  a  Pole  formerly  on  the  Emperor's  stafT,  the 
gallant  (ieneral  Tarlovski.  In  the  phiee  I  held  striet  morahtv 
was  indispi'nsable ;  liut  my  heart  is  not  adapted  to  aeeonimn- 
datc  my  fancies — 1  lov(>d  my  wife  faitlifully,  and  slie  de- 
served it.  And  I  am  as  constant  as  a  father  as  I  was  as  a  hus- 
band ;  T  can  say  no  more. 

"My  dau^diter  never  left  her  mother's  care;  no  girl  ever  led 
a  chaster  or  more  C'iiri.-tian  life  than  my  dear  child.  She  wn? 
more  than  pretty — lovely;  and  her  husband,  a  young  man  of 
whose  character  I  was  certain,  for  he  was  the  son  of  an  old 
friend,  a  President  of  tlie  Supreme  Coiirt.  I  am  sure  was  in 
no  way  contributory  to  his  wife's  malady." 

Monsieur  ^^ernard  and  Oodefroid  involuntarily  stood  still 
a  moment  looking  at  each  other. 

"Marriage,  as  you  know,  often  changes  a  woman's  constitu- 
tion," the  old  man  went  on.  "My  daughter's  first  child  wiis 
safely  brought  into  the  world,  a  son— my  grandson,  who  livos 
with  us.  and  who  is  the  (mly  descendant  of  either  of  the 
united  families.  The  second  time  my  (hiughter  was  expectinj: 
an  infant,  she  had  such  singidar  symptoms  that  the  physici.ins, 
all  puzzled,  could  only  ascribe  tbeni  to  the  singular  condi- 
tions which  sometimes  occur  in  siu-h  cases,  and  which  are 
recorded  in  the  memoirs  of  medical  science.  The  infant  wa? 
born  dead,  literally  strangled  by  internal  convulsions.  Thus 
beian  the  illnes.'^ — temporary  conditions  bad  nothing  to  do 
with  it. — Perhaps  you  are  a  medical  student?"'  Oodefroid  re- 
plied with  a  nod,  which  might  Ite  either  negative  or  affirnin- 
tive. 

"After  this  disastrous  ebild-bearinir."  Monsieur  Bernard 
went  on — "a  scene  that  made  so  terrible  an  impression  -m  my 
.«on-in-law  that  it  laid  the  foundations  of  the  decline  of  which 
ho  died — my  daughter,  at  the  end  of  two  or  three  months, 
complained  of  general  debility,  more  particularly  affecting  her 
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ftri.  which  ft'lt,  as  slie  doseribeil  it.  as  if  they  wore  niadi-  of 
in;i.,ii.  Tiiis  weakness  iK-caiiic  i)aralysi.*,  hut  what  a  strange 
fon.i  of  paralysis!  You  may  Im'ikI  my  (lauf:ht('rV  fci-t  under 
I::,  twi-t  them  round,  and  she  t'.vls  nothing,'.  The  limbs 
;;:■•  there,  but  they  .n-ein  to  liave  no  ithnxl,  no  flesh,  no  bones. 
I  :-  condition,  uliich  is  uiilii<e  any  reco^'nized  disease,  has 
attacked  her  arms  and  hands;  it  was  supj)osed  to  he  eonnectod 
\*:'!i  lier  spine.  Doctors  and  remedies  have  only  made  her 
wni.,.;  my  poor  child  cannot  move  witliont  disfocatin;,'  her 
hips.  >IiouIders,  or  wrists.  We  have  had  for  a  lon^r  time  an 
f\(rllcnt  sur<reon,  almost  in  tlie  house,  who  makes  it  liis  care, 
\wili  tlie  help  of  a  doctor — or  doctors,  for  several  liave  seen 
hci  out  of  curiosity— to  replace  the  joint.*— would  you 
I'  :iive  me,  monsieur?— as  often  as  three  or  four  times  a  day. 

••Ah!  I  was  for;.'ettin<,'  to  tell  you— for  this  illness  has  80 
many  forms— that  durinj,'  the  early  weak  stajie,  before  paraly- 
sis ^upervened,  my  dauirhter  was  liable  to  the  most  extraor- 
dinary attacks  of  catalepsy.  You  know  wiiat  catalepsy  is. 
Slir  would  lie  with  her  eyes  open  and  starin;:,  sometimes  in 
the  attitude  in  whicii  the  fit  seized  her.  She  has  had  the  most 
11"  ivdible  forms  of  this  affection,  even  attacks  of  tetanus. 

■'This  phase  of  the  disease  supjzested  to  me  the  application 
nf  mesmerism  as  a  cure  when  I  saw  her  .«o  strangely  paralvzed. 
T!uii.  monsieur,  my  dau^rhter  became  miraculousiv  dairvoy- 
">il'\  her  mind  wa.s  subject  to  every  marvel  of  sonniambulism. 
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r  body  is  to  every  form  of  disease." 


•  I'ulefroid  was  indeed  wondering;  whether  the  old  man  were 
'jiiitc  sane. 

"I'or  my  part,"  he  wont  on,  heedless  of  the  expression  of 
<i'"!-froid"s  eyes  "I.  brought  up  on  Voltaire.  Diderot,  and 
II'  K'-tius.  am  a  son  of  the  ei.chteonth  century,  of  the  Revolu- 
ti'.i. :  and  I  laughed  to  scorn  all  the  records  handed  down  from 
antiiinity  and  middle  ajres  of  persons  possessed — yes.  and  vet 
■"  '•'sion  is  the  only  explanation  of  the  state  mv  cliild  is  "in. 
in  her  mesmeric  sleep  slie  has  never  been  able  to  reveal 
t!i<  .ause  of  her  sufTerinL'-s :  she  could  not  see  it:  and  the 
III'  til, ids  of  treatment  suggested  by  her  under  those  conditions, 
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though  oiri'fiilly  rnllnuiil.  hiivi'  had  no  good  ri-sult.  For  in- 
!<taiKt'.  >lu'  >iui\  -ln'  iiiii>t  i'l'  ura|i|ii'(i  in  a  fri'^lily-killt'd  pig; 
tlion  >\\v  u,i>  I'p  li;i\c'  |i',iii-  nf  liiglilv  niagni-tizod  rt'd-hot 
iron  applied  to  her  !(■;:>:  to  have  niclal  sealing-wax  on  her 
gpinc. — And  what  a  wrei  k  she  iMMimie ;  her  teeth  fell  out;  she 
became  deaf,  and  then  diiinii;  and  siiddeidy.  after  six  nionths 
of  perfect  deafne.-s  and  silence,  she  recovereil  liearing  and 
ppeoch.  She  occasionally  recovers  the  n,-e  oi  her  liands  as 
\inpxpc(tcdly  as  she  lo,-es  it.  hnt  for  seven  years  she  has  never 
known  the  use  of  her  feet. 

"She  has  soinctinics  had  well-defined  and  characteristic  at- 
tacks of  hvdropholiia.  Xot  oidy  may  the  sight  or  sound  o{ 
water,  of  a  glass  or  a  cut),  rouse  her  to  frenzy,  hut  she  barks 
like  a  dog,  a  melancholy  hark,  or  howls,  as  dogs  do  at  the 
sound  of  an  organ. 

"She  has  several  times  seemed  to  he  dying,  and  has  re- 
ceived the  last  sacraments,  and  then  rome  back  to  life  again 
to  suffer  with  full  under.-tanding  and  clearness  of  mind,  for 
her  faculties  of  ln'art  and  brain  remain  unimpaired.  Though 
she  is  alive,  she  has  caused  the  death  of  her  hushiuul  and  her 
mother,  who  could  not  stand  such  repeated  trials.  Alas'. — 
Xor  is  this  all.  Kvery  function  of  nature  is  perverted;  only 
a  medical  man  could  give  you  a  complete  account  of  the 
strange  condition  of  every  organ. 

'"In  this  state  ilid  I  bring  her  to  Paris  from  the  country  in 
1829;  for  the  famous  physicians  t<i  whom  1  described  the 
case — Desplein.  Hianciion.  and  Hamlry — iielieved  1  was  try- 
ing to  impose  upon  thom.  .\t  that  time  magnetism  was  stoutly 
denied  by  the  schools.  Without  throwing  any  doubt  on  the 
provincial  doctors'  good  faith  or  mine,  they  thought  there  was 
some  inaccuracy,  or,  if  you  like,  some  exaggeration,  such  as 
is  common  enough  in  families  or  in  the  sufferers  themselves. 
But  they  have  been  obliged  to  change  their  views;  to  these 
phenomena,  indeed,  it  is  iUw  that  nervous  diseases  have  of  late 
years  been  made  the  subject  of  investigation,  for  this  strange 
case  is  now  classed  as  nervou>.  Tiie  last  consultation  held 
by  these  gentlemen  led  them  to  give  up  all  medicine;  they 
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iltrnlci]  tliiit  riiiturc  iiiii>I  lie  ^tu(li(•'l,  Init  left  to  it-i-lf;  and 
>inrc  tlicn  I  liavc  luid  l»iit  one  diutor — tlic  iluolor  wtio  attends 
t'!!.'  iMior  nf  llii-;  .li-tri(  t.  !:i  fail,  nil  that  (  an  !"•  ']"tii'  i-  done 
\,,  :illcviiit('  hvT  sii(Tcriiij,'s.  >\m'o  their  caii-c-  rrmairi  un- 
ki'.'iuri,"' 

Thf  (lid  luiiii  ]>aiiMMl.  as  if  tlii-  tcrrntlc  (oiifosi.ni  were  too 
iiiiirli  for  iiiiii. 

•'For  live  vcars  now  my  daiijrhtcr  has  livi'd  throiijjh  altirna- 
ti  :n-  of  aiiiciidnicnt  and  rclajiso :  hut  no  new  symptoms  liave 
;i|i!H  and.  Shf  siifTcrs  more  or  h'ss  from  the  varion-  forms 
iif  larvous  attack  which  I  have  l)rietly  descrihed  to  yoii  ;  hut 
tii>  paralvsis  of  the  le,i:s  and  oriranic  distnrhanccs  aro  con- 
ftant.  Our  narrow  means — increasinf:ly  narrow — coni])ell'd 
II-  to  move  from  the  rooms  I  took  in  \s-i\)  in  the  Hue  dii 
Koale;  and  as  my  danjrhter  cannot  hear  lieinfr  moved,  and  I 
i;..niv  lo-t  her  twice,  lir.-l  in  coming'  to  Taris,  and  then  in 
niovin;:  her  from  the  Heaiijon  side,  I  look  the  lotlgin^  in 
which  wo  now  are,  forcseeinj,'  tlio  disasters  wliicli  ero  long 
oviTtook  us;  for,  after  tliirtv  years'  service,  I  was  ke|)t  wait- 
irn:  for  my  pension  till  is:;:!.  I  liave  drawn  it  oidy  for  six 
ii.njiths,  and  the  new  irovernnient  lias  crowned  its  severities 
!iv  L'rantinjx  nic  only  the  minimum." 

(iodefroid  expressed  such  surprise  as  seemed  to  demand 
entire  confidence,  and  so  the  old  man  understood  it,  for  he 
went  on  at  once,  not  without  a  reproachful  glance  towards 
hi-;iven. 

i  am  one  of  the  thousand  victims  to  political  reaction.  I 
:"-'fully  hide  a  name  that  is  ohnoxious  to  revenge;  and  if  the 
It  -  ins  of  experience  ever  avail  from  one  jreneration  to  tlie 
III  \!.  remember,  young  num.  never  to  lend  yourself  to  the  se- 
\-rilv  of  any  side  in  politics.  Not  that  I  repent  of  having 
(Imie  my  duty,  my  conscience  is  at  perice ;  hut  the  powers  of 
t'l-dav  hav(>  ceased  to  have  that  .sense  of  common  re^ponsi- 
1  '  IV  which  binds  governments  together,  however  dissimilar; 
when  zeal  meets  with  a  reward,  it  is  the  result  of  transient 
fpar.  The  inptnuiient.  having  served  its  purpo.<e,  is,  sooner 
or  later,  completely   forgotten.     In  me  you  see  one  of  the 


v\ 


,  t 


ii 


r.w 


rni:  si; amv  silk  oi'  iiisTonY 


KtaiiiK  Iiot  Mi|i|i<irt(  r^  i,\'  tlic  tlin-iiM  uihIit  the  filler  hniii.li 
of  till'  UmiiiMin -,  ,1-  I  \\;i-.  till),  of  till'  Ftitiii'iiiil  rule,  ntnl  I 
mil  ii  Ih'i/lm!' !  A^  I  iiiii  t"n  |iruiiil  to  ii-k  diMrilv.  riK  one  ni'l 
ever  jriic-s  lli;it    I  ;iiii  siilTcriiiu'  intdliTJiMc  ilN, 

"Five  (l;iv-  -iiKf.  niKtisiciir.  tlir  <li-trift  iiiciliciil  nniccr  who 
ntti'n<l>  my  ihiii'^litiT,  nr  who  untilic-  tlir  case,  tojil  iin'  ihnt 
lie  Iiml  riM  hope  of  (  urimr  ii  iji-ca-i'  of  wliidi  the  sviiiiitnins 
vary  every  fortiii.Lrlit.  His  view  is  tliiit  neiiroiii-  imtieiit-  iirc 
the  (lespiiir  of  tlie  i'iieiilty  lieejiiise  the  ciiii-es  lie  in  a  sv^tini 
that  iletles  invent iM-jiiioii.  lie  ailvi>es  Mie  to  call  in  a  rertain 
Jewish  lioctor,  who  is  >|ioken  of  as  a  qnack  ;  l)iit  at  the  sntin' 
time  he  reniarki'il  that  he  was  a  foreij:ner,  a  Polish  reftii,'!.', 
nnd  that  phy>i(ian>  are  extremely  jealous  of  certain  evtra- 
onliiiary  cure^  that  have  heen  much  talked  of:  some  people 
reirard  him  as  very  learne(l  and  skilful. 

'■Rnl  he  is  exactin;:  and  suspicious:  he  selects  his  patient?, 
and  will  not  waste  time;  and  then  he  is — a  communist.  His 
name  is  ITalpcrsohn.  My  ;:raiulson  has  called  on  him  twice. 
but  in  vain  :  for  he  has  not  yet  hocn  to  the  house,  and  I  un- 
derstand why." 

"Why?"  asked  Godefroid. 

"Oiu  my  ;:raiul>on.  who  is  sixtoon.  is  worse  clothed  oven 
than  I  am  ;  and,  will  you  believe  mo,  monsieur,  T  dare  not  show 
myself  to  this  doctor:  my  dress  is  too  ill-suited  to  what  is 
expected  in  u  nuin  of  my  a;re.  and  of  some  divinity  too.  If  he 
should  see  the  prand father  f>)  destitute  as  I  am  when  the 
grandson  has  shown  himself  in  the  same  sorry  plight,  woulil 
he  devote  due  care  to  my  daughter?  lie  would  treat  her  as 
paupers  are  always  treated. — And  you  must  remember,  mon- 
sieur, that  I  love  my  daughter  for  the  grief  she  has  caused  me. 
as  of  old  I  loved  her  for  the  care  she  lavished  upon  me.  She 
has  become  a  perfect  angel.  Alas!  She  is  now  no  more 
than  a  soul — a  soul  that  beams  on  her  son  and  on  me;  her 
body  is  no  more,  for  she  has  triumphed  over  pain. 

"Imagine  what  a  spectacle  for  a  father!  My  daughter'.^ 
world  is  her  bedroom.  She  must  have  flowers  which  she  loves; 
she  reads  a  great  deal ;  and  when  she  has  the  use  of  her  hands, 
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>|ic  works  like  u  fiiiry.  Slic  knowsi  iiutliiii','  of  the  inihery  in 
uiiuli  wt'  live.  Our  lift-  i.s  such  a  ^triln>,'l■  out-,  thut  wo  can  ad- 
■  I  no  oiu'  to  our  rooms. — Do  you  undfr.-taiHl  uif,  monsieur? 
.'.  vou  M'c  thill  a  iii'ijjhhor  is  iiitoU'riil)lf  ?  I  hliould  havo  to 
i-k  M)  iiuich  of  luin  that  I  ^houhl  he  Milder  the  •ireatet-t  ..l)li;,M- 
!i.iii.--and  I  coiiM  never  iHsehar^'e  tlieni.  In  the  tirst  phiee, 
1  !i,i\e  no  iiiiie  for  anythinj::  I  am  edueatiiij,'  my  frraudsoii, 
i-  li  I  work  so  liard,  moii>ieur — m)  hard,  that  I  never  ^U'cp  for 
i;i  ill'  than  three  or  four  hours  at  nij^ht." 

•■.Monsieur,"  ^al<l  (ioih'froid,  interruptinjr  tlie  old  man,  to 
whiriM  he  had  listened  attentiv«'iv  while  watehinj;  him  with 


jl  :i\('( 


I  attention.  "I   will  be  your  neij,'hhor.  and   I  will  help 


The  old   fjeiitlenian   drew   himself   up   with   pride,  indeed, 


U;Ml 


impatience 


for  he  did  not  hclieve  in  anv  j^ood  tiling  in 


1  will  help  you,"'  repeated  (Jodefroid,  taking  the  old  man's 


!:,M|i| 


and  p 


ressHi''  them  warmiv, 


in  siK 


■h  w 


11  vs 


I 


can. 


-iMeii  to  nie.     What  do  you  inteiui  to  make  of  your  grand- 


He  is  soon  to  begin  studying  the  law;  I  mean  him  to  be 

advocate." 

•'i'lieii  vour  jrrand.Mm  will  cost  vou  six  hundred  francs  a 


■ir,  a 


nd  vou- 


The  old  man  said  nothing. 

i  have  nothing,"  said  (iodefroid  after  a  pause,  "hut  I  have 
ihience;  I  will  get  at  the  Jewish  doctor;  and  if  your  daugh- 
!•  i~  curahle,  slie  shall  ho  cured.     We  will  fin<l  means  to  npay 


lalpor: 


;ohn. 


"Oh,  if  niv  daughter  were  cured,  1  would  make  the  sacri- 
■  that  can  tie  madi'  hut  onco ;  I  would  give  up  wliat  I  am 
ing  for  a  rainy  day." 
"Vou  may  keep  that  too." 

"Ah  I  what  a  thing  it  is  to  be  young!"  said  the  old  man, 
iking  his  head.     ''Ciood-byo.  monsieur,  or  ratlier  lUi  ri'ioir. 
•  library  is  open,  and  as  I  have  sold  all  my  books,  I  have  to 
there  every  day  for  my  work. 


I^i 


.;  S 


)*»' 


in 
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"I  am  grateful  for  the  kind  focliiig  you  have  shown;  but 
we  must  sou  whether  you  cjiii  sliow  me  t^uch  consideration  as 
I  am  obliged  to  reijuire  of  a  neighbor.  That  is  all  1  ask  of 
you--—" 

"Yes,  inonsi'.'ur.  pray  accept  nie  as  your  neighbor;  for 
Barbet,  as  you  know,  is  not  the  man  to  j)ut  up  long  with  empty 
rooms,  and  you  might  meet  with  a  wor.^e  companion  in  misery 
than  I. — 1  do  not  ji>k  you  to  believe  in  me,  only  to  allow  me 
to  be  of  use  to  you." 

"And  what  interest  can  ycm  have  in  serving  me?"  cried 
the  old  man,  as  he  was  about  to  go  down  the  steps  of  the 
Cloister  of  the  {'artiuL-ians,  through  wiiich  there  was  at  that 
time  a  passage  from  the  broad  walk  of  the  Luxendjourg  to  the 
Kue  d'Knfer. 

"Have  you  never,  in  the  course  of  your  career,  obliged 
anybody  ?" 

The  old  man  looked  at  Oodtd'roid  with  biit  brows,  his  eyes 
vagne  with  reminisreiice.  like  a  man  searching  through  the 
record  of  his  life  for  an  action  for  which  he  might  deserve 
suih  rare  gratitude:  then  he  coldly  turned  away,  after  bowing 
with  evident  suspicion. 

"Come!  for  a  fir.-t  niei'ting  he  was  not  particularly  distant,"' 
said  the  disciple  to  liiiuself. 

Godefroid  went  at  once  to  the  Kue  d'Enfer,  the  address 
given  liiiu  iiy  .^Ion^ieur  .Main,  and  found  Doctor  Berton  at 
hom<' — a  stern,  cold  man.  who  surprised  him  greatly  by  assur- 
ing liim  that   tlie  details  given  bv  Monsieur  Bernard  of  his 

da        

seanh  of  Doctor  llalpersohn 

Thr  l'oli>h  plivsician,  since  so  famous,  at  that  time  lived  at 
Cbaillot  in  a  liitle  house  in  the  Hue  Marbeuf.  of  which  he  oc- 
(tipie.l  ihe  tii~t  door,  (ieneral  Roman  Zarnovicki  lived  o'l 
the  ;:rou!id  lloor,  and  the  servants  of  the  two  refugees  occupit'd 
the  attics  of  the  little  hotel,  only  one  story  high.  Godefroid 
did  not  K'c  the  doctor:  he  had  been  sent  for  to  some  distance 
in  tb''  countrv  bv  a  ricli  patient.      But  (Jodefroid  was  almost 


Iter's  illnos   ui'ic  ab-olutely  correct;  he  then  went  in 
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jrhnl  not  to  have  met  him,  for  in  liiy  husto  lie  Iiad  neglect    ': 
to  provide  himself  with  money,  and  was  obliged  to  ret'urn  , 
thr  ilAtei  de  la  Chanterie  to  fetch  some  from  his  room. 

TlieM'  walks,  and  the  time  it  took  to  dine  in  a  restaurant 
1!)  the  Hue  de  I'Odcon  kept  him  hu.^y  till  the  hour  when  he 
wa~  to  take  possession  of  his  lodgings  on  the  Boulevard  Mont- 
r.iriiasse. 

Nothing  could  be  more  wretched  than  the  furniture  pro- 
M'lrd  by  Madame  Vauthier  for  (he  two  roonis.  It  seemed  as 
tiioiigh  the  woman  was  in  the  hal)it  of  letting  rooms  not  to  he 
iii'Kil.ited.  The  bed,  the  chairs,  the  tables,  tlu  drawers,  the 
'!•  -K.  the  curtains,  had  all  evidently  been  purchased  at  sales 
\u:drr  compulsion  of  the  law,  wheVe  the  mone,\ -lender  had 
■•;.t  them  on  account,  no  cash  value  being  obtai.iable— a  not 
ip.t'i('(|uent  case. 

Madame  Vauthier,  her  arms  akimbo,  expected  thanks,  and 
>!:r  took  Godefroid's  smile  for  one  of  surprise. 

'■'»h  yes.  1  have  given  you  the  best  of  everything,  mv  dear 
M-ii-ieur  Codefroid,"  said  she  with  an  air  of  triumph.  "Look 
w!i,:t  handsome  silk  curtains,  and  a  mahogatiy  bedsti'ad  that 
:-  n<it  at  all  worm-(  aten.  It  belonged  to  the  Prince  de  Wissem- 
i-nri:.  and  was  bought  out  of  his  mansion.  Wlicn  he  left 
tly  line  liOuis-le-Grand,  in  1800.  I  was  scullery-maid  in  his 
kit.  hen.  and  from  there  I  went  to  live  with  mv  landlord "' 

'■'"defroid  cheeked  this  confidential  flow"  bv  paving  his 
'I'lih's  lodging  in  advance,  and  at  the  same  time  gavi'^  Ma- 
'niM'  \authier  six  francs,  also  in  advance,  for  doing  his 
r'"'ins.  At  this  moment  he  heard  a  bark:  and  if  he  had  not 
!'"•:  forewarned,  he  might  have  thought  that  his  neighbor 
'^'  ]''  ;i  dog  in  his  lodgings. 

•■|'"<-s  that  dog  hark  at  night?"  he  asked. 

""h.  i)e  easy,  sir,  and  have  patience;  there  will  not  be  above 
•  '>"k  of  it.  Monsieur  Beriuird  will  not  be  able  to  pay  his 
'■    •.  and  he  will  be  turned  out.— Still,  they  are  f|Ueer  folks, 

1  1!  nst  say  !     I  never  saw  their  dog.— For  months  that  dog 

itionths.  <lid   I  say:-— for  six  months  at  a  time  vou  will 
■•  '  ■  !■  hear  that  dog,  and  you  might  think  they  didn't  keep  one. 


I  til 
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Till-  creature  never  comes  out  of  madanie's  room.  There  is  a 
lady  who  is  very  bad  ;  she  has  never  been  out  of  her  bed  since 
they  earried  lier  in.  Old  .Monsieur  Bernard  \\.>rks  very  hard. 
and  his  son  too.  wlio  is  a  (hiy  pu])il  at  the  (YUege  Loui«-!o- 
Grand,  where  lie  is  in  the  top  el;iss  for  philosophy,  and  lie  is 
but  sixteen.  A  lirij^ht  ehap  that  I  but  that  littL^  bejrgar  work* 
like  a  good  'un. 

"You  will  hear  them  presently  moving  the  flower  pots  in 
the  lady's  room — for  they  eat  noliiing  but  dry  bread,  the  old 
man  and  his  urand^on,  but  they  buy  flowers  and  nice  thing'; 
for  luT.  Shf  must  be  very  l)a<l.  por.r  thing,  never  to  have 
stirred  out  sinee  slie  eame;  and  'f  you  take  Monsieur  Rer- 
ton's  word— li(>  is  tiie  <io<tor  who  comes  to  see  iier — she  never 
will  go  out  but  feet  foremost." 

'■.\nd  uliat  is  this  Monsieur  IJiTuard  ?"' 

"A  verv  learned  num,  so  they  .-ay;  for  ho  vrifes  and  goes 
to  work  in  the  public  libraries,  and  tiie  nia-ter  lends  him 
money  on  account  of  what  he  writes." 

'"The  master — who?" 

'•The  landlord,  Monsii'ur  Barbet,  the  old  bookseller;  he  h:i- 
been  in  business  tins  si\te(>n  years.  He  is  a  man  from  Nor- 
mandy, who  once  -MJd  salad  in  the  streets,  a'ld  who  slarl.d 
as  a  dealer  in  old  books  on  tln'  (piay,  in  ISIS;  then  he  set  uji 
a  little  shop,  and  now  lie  is  very  rich. — lie  is  a  .-ort  of  old 
Jl'W  who  runs  six-and-thirty  busi;i(>sse<  at  one.  for  he  w;t-  n 
kin<l  of  partner  with  the  Italian  who  built  this  great  barn  to 
keep  silkworms  in " 

'•.\nil  .<o  the  houi-e  is  a  place  of  nfugi'  for  authors  in 
tro)d)]e?"  said  fiodefroid. 

'•.\ri'  vou  -o  unlucky  as  to  be  one?"  asked  the  widow  \'aii- 
thier. 

"I  am  onlv  a  beginn(  r."  >aid  Godefroid. 

"Oh.  iiiv  LToo.l  gentleman,  for  all  the  ill  I  wish  you.  never 
get  anv  further!     .\  newsyiajier  man.  now — I  won't  sav 

Codcfroid  (oiild  not  help  laughing,  and  he  bid  the  woinnri 
good-niglit— a  cook  unconsciously  representing  the  whole 
middle  class. 
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As  he  went  to  IhmI  in  the  wnlchod  room,  floored  with  bricks 
II  had  not  even  been  colored,  and  huii'r  with  jjaper  at  s.ven 
.11-  tlio  piece,  (Jodefroid  not  only  regretted  his  little  lodg- 
j  in  the  Hue  Chanoinesse,  i)ut  I'.ore  especially  the  society- 
f  Madame  de  la  Chanterie.  There  was  a  <rreal  void  in  his 
'  il.  Ife  had  already  acquired  certain  habits  of  min  1.  and  ho 
.iild  not  remember  ever  having'  felt  .-lu  h  keen  resrets  for 
iliin>,'  in  his  previous  life.  This  comparison,  brief  as  it 
,1-.  niade  a  great  impression  on  his  mind;  he  understood  tiiat 
■  life  he  could  lead  could  compare  with  that  he  was  about 
'  -  inbrace,  and  his  deternn'nation  to  follow  in  the  <teps  of 
-il  Father  Alain  was  thenci'forth  uuchangoable.  If  he  had 
''  I  he  vocation,  he  had  the  will. 


till. 


•Next  morning,  Godefroid,  whose 
■d   him  to   rising  very  earlv,  sa 
ilh  of  about  seventeen, 
t\,'lently  from   a  public   founta 
i'.tt  iier  full  of  water,     'ilie  lad's  i 
ild 


new  wav  of  life  ace 


us- 


W.    out    nf    hir 


wearing  a  hhnu 


window,  a 
and  comintr  in 


n.  carrying  in  each  hand  a 


ice,  not  knowing  that  anv 
uld  see  him,  betrayed  his  thoughts ;  and  never  had  Gode- 


.-eeii  one  mure  guileles 


and 


more  sad.      The  eliarni  of 


:iie. 


i-.\< 


was  depressed   by   misery,   study,   and  great    phvsieal 
Monsieur  Bernard's  grandson  w 


sivelv 


II( 


white  skin,  in  strong  contra.-t  t 
th 


as  remarkable  for  an 


o  verv  dark-brown 


iliivi 


tiii 

llt'ilVV 


e  imuie  three  e.\])editions  ;  and  the  iliird  time  he  saw 
I  of  wood  being  deliver.^    vhieh  Godefroid  had  ordered 
ight  before;  for  the  winter,  though  late,  of  1S38  was  be- 
ng  to  be  felt,  and  there  had  been  a  light  fall  of  snow  in 
Might. 

■  •■pomucene,  who  had  just  begun  his  day's  uork  t)v  fetehi 
wood,  on   which   Madame   \'authier  had 
toll,  stood  talking  to  the  vouth  wliil 


nw 


.SiU  \  I 


•r  had  cut  up  the  logs  for  him  to  take  indoors 
evident  that  the  sight  of  tins  wood,  and  of  th 


ajjcady    levied 
le  waiting  till  the 


li 


sky,  had  reminded  the  lad  of  l! 
fuel.    And  then  suddenl 


was 

e  ominous 

le  desirability  of  laying  in 

y.  as  if  reproaching  himself  for 


of  time,  he  took  up  the  pitchers  and  hurried  into  t! 


I 


I 


^I^' 
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house.  It  was  indeed  lialf-j)ast  seven;  and  as  he  heard  :he 
(juarters  strike  In  tlie  clock  at  tlie  Convent  of  the  Vi.-itation. 
lie  letlccted  that  he  had  to  be  at  the  College  Louis-le-fJrand 
by  lialf-past  eight. 

At  till'  moment  when  the  young  man  went  in,  (iodefroid 
opened  his  door  to  Madame  Vaulhier,  who  was  hringinj:  up 
some  live  charcoal  to  her  new  lodger;  so  it  happened  that  he 
witnessed  a  scene  that  took  place  on  the  landing.  A  gardener 
living  in  the  neighborhood,  after  ringing  .several  times  at  Mon- 
sieur Hernard's  door  witiiout  arousing  anybody,  for  the  hell 
was  miilllfd  in  [i;iper.  had  a  rough  flisjiute  wiih  the  youth, 
insisting  on  the  money  due  for  the  hire  of  plants  wlnth 
liC  had  su]i])licd.  ,\^  the  creditor  raised  his  voice.  Monsieur 
Bernard  came  out. 

"Auguste."  said  he  to  hi.«  grandson,  "get  dressed.  It  i> 
time  to  be  olT." 

He  hini.H'lf  took  the  pitchers  and  carried  them  into  the 
iuitc-room  of  his  apartment,  where  (lodefr.-id  could  H'e  stands 
filled  with  flowers;  then  he  closed  the  door  and  came  outside 
to  talk  to  the  nurseryman,  tiodefroid's  door  was  ajar,  for 
Neponiiiceno  was  pas>ing  m  and  out  and  i)iling  up  the  logs  in 
till-  .-ecoiid  room.  The  gardener  had  become  silent  when  Mon- 
sieur Ben,ard  appeared,  wrapped  in  a  ])ur]»le  silk  dre»in2- 
gowii.  buttoned  to  the  dun.  ami  looking  really  imposing. 

■'You  might  ask  for  the  money  we  owe  you  without  shout- 
ing." said  the  gentleman. 

"Be  ju.-T,  mv  dear  sir,"  replied  the  gardener.  "You  were 
to  jtay  me  week  by  week,  and  now,  for  three  month;-— '''n 
weck< — I  have  had  no  money,  and  \ou  owe  me  a  hundred  and 
iwenlv  fraiK -.  \Vc  are  aicustomcd  to  hire  out  our  planI^  l'> 
ri<i.  people,  wiio  give  us  our  money  as  soon  as  we  ask  l"'  it. 
and  1  have  called  here  five  times.  We  have  our  rent  to  jiiy 
and  our  workmen,  and  I  am  no  rici.cr  tlian  yoi;  arc.  My  v.ie. 
will,  used  to  sujiply  ou  with  milk  ai-d  i-ji:-.  will  not  call  this 
morning  neither;  vi:,;  owe  her  thirty  franc-,  and  she  would 
ratlicr  nut  come  at  all  than  come  to  nag.  fo--  she  lias  a  gmn! 
lieart.  has  mv  wife!      If  I  lisKMied  to  her.  tr.ide  would  never 
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[M\  — And  tlijit  is  wlty  1  (-aiiit'.  vdu  uixItT^tiin.).  for  that  is  imt 
1      way  of  looking,'  at  tliingg,  vou  !>oe "' 

.lust  tlu'ii  out  caiiio  Aujruste.  drcsMMj  iu  a  iiustrabk"  prtvn 
.  i-ih  coat,  and  trous^crs  of  the  sariu'.  a  black  cTa\  .1:  and  sii«bl)v 
li.".!s.  These  clothes,  thoiijrh  brushed  with  car-,  revealed  the 
\r'r:  last  extremity  of  ])overty,  for  iliey  wi"-  mo  short  and 
tn.i  tijrht,  so  that  they  looked  as  if  the  lea>-t  !:;ovenie'-r  on  the 
1.1. Ts  jiart  would  spl.t  thcni.  The  whitened  >oanis.  ne  dog's- 
tiiv<l  corners,  the  worn-out  button-holes,  in  spite  of  nwnding. 
!..  riayed  to  the  least  practised  eye  the  sisiriiiata  f  poverty. 
T!;-  pirl)  eontrasted  painfully  with  ttie  youthfuhies-  of  the 
•A  ;i;vr.  who  went  off  eating'  a  piece  of  stale  bread,  in  which 
..  -  :ine  strong  teeth  left  their  mark.  This  was  his  breakfast, 
■;n.!i  as  he  made  his  way  from  the  Boulevard  ih:  Mont-Par- 
ii;i- •  to  the  Rue  Saint-.faeijues,  with  his  books  and  papers  un- 
•:•  ■  Ins  arm,  and  on  his  heail  a  cap  far  too  sniaK  tor  his  power- 
fi!  heail  and  his  mass  of  fine  d.-irk  hair. 

\<  he  pa.<.<ed  his  grandfather,  they  ext'hanged  rajiid  glances 
-;'  lieep  dejection;  for  he  saw  that  the  o'.l  man  wa>  in  almost 
•tvmedinble  ditlieullies.  of  which  the  con>ei|uenees  mi^dit  be 
•  -rible.  To  mak<-  way  for  the  student  of  ])hilosopliy,  the  gar- 
'  •  !i'  r  retreated  as  far  as  Godefroid's  door;  and  at  the  moment 
w'nn  he  reached  the  door,  Xeponnicene,  with  a  load  of  'vood, 
'"!:■'  up  to  the  landing,  driving  the  creditor  (juite  to  the  win- 

i!eU  , 

"Monsieur  Bernard."  exclaimed  the  widow,  "do  \ou   sup- 
'""'■  that  Monsieur  (^idefroid  took  these  rooms  fur  vou  to  hold 
"ings  in  ?" 
I    beg   pardon,   madame."   re[)lied    the   nurservnian.   "the 

'.!'   'iiiir  was  erowded " 

■  F  did  not  mean  it   for  you.   Monsieur  ('artier. "  -aid  the 
'-'-      in. 

'"'ay  here  I"  cried  Codefroid,  addressing  the  nurservrnan. 
—'■  \!m1  you.  my  dear  sir."  lie  added,  turning  to  Mon^^ieur 
B  --^ard.  whom  this  insolent  remark  h  ft  unmoved,  "if  it 
-:  ;-  you  to  s<'ttle  matters  with  your  gardener  in  mv  root!i. 
'!■!•   eomo  in." 
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Tlu'  old  pentlciiian,  stupc^fied  witli  troul)Ie,  pave  Godefroid 
a  stonv  lodk.  which  (•onvcyud  a  thousand  thanks. 

"As  for  you.  my  dear  Madame  Vauthier,  do  not  be  so  rough 
to  monsieur,  wiio.  in  the  first  phicc,  is  an  old  man,  anil  to 
wiinin  you  jiIm)  owe  your  tiianks  for  having  me  as  your  lodgor." 

"indeed  I"  fxclaimed  the  woman. 

i«'sid(-.  if  poor  folk>  do  not  help  each  other,  who  is  to 
thcmr  -Leave  us,  Madame  \'authier;  I  can  blow  up  my 
(         .'ire.      ><■"  to  having  my  wood  stowed  in  your  cellar;  I 
ha\i    no  doiilit  you  will  take  good  care  of  it." 

Mndame  VauthiiT  vanished  ;  for  (iodefroid,  by  i)lacing  his 
fuel  in  her  >  iuirge,  had  alTorded  pasture  to  her  greed. 

"('nine  in.'  said  (iodefroid,  signing  to  the  gardener,  and 
setting  two  etiairs  for  the  debtor  and  creditor.  The  old  man 
talked  standii  u';  the  tradesman  took  a  seat. 

"Come,  iir  !/ood  man."  (iodefroid  went  on,  "the  rich  do 
not  alway  -o  punctually  as  you  say  they  do,  and    you 

should  not  .1  worthy  gentitina"  for  a  few  louis.    Monsinir 

draws  his  pt  -ion  every  si.\  i'  ont  and  he  cannot  give  yoa  a 
draft  !T  anti,  ipation  for  so  inal  .  sum;  but  T  will  advance 
tb      !■    u'v  if  vou  insi-t  on  it 

ision   about   three   weeks 
i  Id  bi   very  sorry  to  annoy 


Monsieur   Bernard   drew 
sii    e.  and  he  did  not  pay  mi 

him " 

"Wiiat,   and   you    ''-ive   ! 

for 

"Yes.  nioiisii'ur.  f   '    -ix       irs,  lie 

IloV.',"' 

Monsieur  Bernard,  v  as  1         iin 

guing  on  in  liis  own  \i<r 
cussion.  heard  screams 
awav  in  alarm,  without  saying  a       r 

"Come.  cnme.  my  good  man.  rin 
bc'.^t  flowers,  this  very  morning,  to  .Monsieur  Bernard,  and 
let  vour  wife  send  in  soTue  fresh  eggs  and  milk;  I  will  pay  you 
mvsclf  tlii-  evening." 

Cartier  looked  somewhat  askance  at  (todefroid. 


irs, 

as  1 
,  ai 
.ugl 


plvm?   him   with   flowers 

b      always  paid  until 

ill  that  might  be 

heed  to  this  dis- 

aon,  and   hurried 

lie  fine  flowers,  vour 
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Woll,  I  suppose  you  know  more  about  it  than  Madame 
\;iutliicr;  she  sent  me  word  that  I  liad  better  look  sharp  if  1 
niiiint  to  be  paid,"  said  he.  "Neither  she  nor  1,  sir.  can  ac- 
(niint  for  it  when  people  who  live  on  bread,  who  pick  up  odds 
,ji'l  dills  of  vcf^c'tables,  and  bits  of  carrot  and  potatoes,  and 
liirinp  outside  the  eating-house  doors — yes,  sir,  I  have  seen 
till  hoy  fillinfj  a  little  basket, — well,  whfii  tiiose  people  spen<l 
iiijrun  a  hundred  francs  a  month  <>n  flowers.  The  old  man. 
tii-v  ^ay,  has  but  three  thousand  francs  a  year  for  his  pen- 

••.\t  any  rate."  said  Godefroid,  "if  they  ruin  themselves  in 
tliiui  r.-.  it   is  not   for  you  to  complain." 

"Certainly  not.  sir,  so  long  as  I  am  paid." 

i?rin.2  me  your  bill." 

••\'ery  good,  sir,"  said  the  gardener,  with  rather  more  re- 
>[i.rt.     "You  hope  to  see  the  lady  they  hide  so  carefully,  no 

dnilllt?" 

■Come,  come,  my  good  fellow,  you  forget  yourself,"  said 
'i'llcfroid  stiFily.  "Go  home  and  pick  out  your  best  flowers  to 
rei'  .1. ,.  those  you  are  taking  away.  If  you  can  ^  .pply  me  with 
rii  h  milk  and  nev.'-laid  (-"^iM^.  you  may  liave  my  custom.  I  will 
f.  '  I  his  morning  and  look  at  your  place." 

"It  is  one  of  the  Ix-st  in  Paris,  and  I  exhibit  at  the  Lu\em- 
!'n;:icr  shows.  I  hav(>  three  acres  of  garden  on  the  boulevard, 
jiM  behind  thiir  of  the  Oriinilr-Chinirnirrr." 

"Very  good.  Monsieur  ('artier.  You  are  richer  than  T  am,  I 
fiiri  see.  So  have  .some  consideration  for  us;  for  who  knows 
ii' t  that  one  day  we  may  need  each  other." 

The  nurseryman  departed,  much  puzzled  as  to  what  Gode- 
fr '■!  could  be. 

"And  time  was  when  I  was  just  like  that  I"  said  Godefroid 
to  himself,  as  he  blew  the  fire.  "What  a  perfect  specimen  of 
til''  •ommonplaee  citizen;  a  gossip,  full  of  curiosity,  possessed 
I';  'he  idea  of  etpiality.  ])ut  jealou<  of  other  dealers:  furious 
at  iiMt  knowiiig  why  a  poor  invaii<l  stays  in  her  mom  and  is 
n.\.r  seen;  secretive  as  to  bis  profits,  bnt  vain  en-niL;!!  to  let 
ou;  the  secret  if  he  could  crow  over  his  neighbor.    Sueh  a  man 
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ou«;lit  tn  lie  liriitcnanl  al  least  of  his  crow.  How  easily  and 
how  often  in  every  age  does  the  scene  of  Monsieur  I)in\anohe 
recur!  Anotiier  minute,  and  Cartier  would  have  been  my 
sworn  ally !" 

I'lic  old  man's  return  interrupted  this  soliloquy,  which 
shows  how  greatly  (iodefroid"s  ideas  had  changed  during  the 
past  four  month?. 

"1  heg  your  pardon,"  said  Monsieur  Bernard,  in  a  hu>ky 
voice,  "1  see  you  have  sent  of!  the  nurseryman  iiuite  satisfied. 
for  lie  bowed" politely.  In  fact,  my  young  friend.  Providence 
seems  to  have  sent  you  here  for  our  express  benefit  at  the  very 
moment  when  all  seemed  at  an  end  !  .Mas !  The  man's  chatter 
must  have  told  you  many  things.— It  is  quite  true  that  I  drew 
my  half-'. ear's  pension  a  fortnight  since;  but  I  had  other  and 
more  pressing  debts,  and  I  was  obliged  to  keep  back  the  money 
for  tlie  rent  or  lie  turned  out  of  doors.  You.  to  whom  I  have 
confided  the  secret  of  my  datighter's  state — who  have  heard 

her " 

He  looked  anxiously  at  Godefroid.  who  nodded  alTirmation. 

"Well,  vou  can  judge  if  that  would  not  be  her  death-lilnw. 
For  I  should  have"  to  place  her  m  a  hospital.— My  grandson 
and  I  have  been  dreading  this  day.  not  tliat  ("artier  was  our 
chief  fear;  it  is  the  cold " 

"Mv  dear  Monsieur  Bernard.  I  have  plenty  of  wood;  take 
some  I"  cried  (iodefroid. 

"But  how  can  I  ever  repay  such  kindness?"  said  the  nld 

man. 

"By  acc(>pting  it  without  ceremonv."  answered  Godefroid 
cordiallv.  "and  hv  giving  me  your  entire  eonfuleiice." 

"But  what  (laims  have  I  on  Mich  irenerosity !'"  asked  Mon- 
sieur Berniinl  witli  revived  suspicions,  "My  pride  and  rir 
L'niHl-nnV  is  broken:"  he  e.vdaiined.  "For  we  have  alrc.idv 
fallen  so  far  as  to  argue  with  our  two  or  tliree  creditors.  Th- 
v.rv  ]ioor  can  have  no  creditors.  Only  those  can  owe  moncv 
wlii)  keep  up  a  certain  external  ilisi)lay  which  we  iiave  uttcrlv 
In^t.— But  1  liave  not  vet  I'^t  iiiv  common  sense,  my  reason. 
he  added,  as  if  speaking  to  himself. 
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Moii-iciir,"'  said  (JiHlcfroiil  gravely,  "tin*  story  you  told  me 

V.  •   'day  wo\dd  draw  tonrs  from  an  usurer '" 

No,  no  I  for  Barbet  the  puhlibhor,  our  landlord,  Fpocidatea 
(III  my  i)o\erty,  and  sets  his  old  servant,  the  woman  Vauthier, 
t.'  Mi.v  It  out." 

■  llnw  fan  ho  speculate  on  it?"  asked  (iodefroid. 

i  Hill  Itdl  you  at  another  time,"  replied  the  old  man.  "My 
.!;r, .'liter  may  he  fetdinjr  cnld,  and  since  you  are  so  kind,  and 
-ii!.  r  I  am  in  a  situation  to  ai  crpt  charity,  even  if  it  were  from 
!:  \   wiirst  "'neiuy " 

"l  will  carry  the  wood,"  said  (Jodefroid,  who  went  across 
V.!r  laiidinf^  with  half  a  score  of  lo^s,  which  lie  laid  down  in 
!;-  iHi<rhl)or's  outer  room. 

M'ln^ieur  Bernard  hud  taken  an  equal  number,  and  when 
ii'  iirheld  this  little  stock  of  fuel,  ho  could  not  conceal  the 
Min|iie.  almo>t  idiotic,  smile  by  which  men  rescued  from  mor- 
tal and  apparently  inevitable  danjror  express  their  joy,  for 
t!:'  re  still  is  fear  even  in  their  belief. 

"  \ceept  all  I  can  jrive  you,  my  dear  Monsieur  Bernard, with- 
'>■;!  iie>itatioii.  and  when  we  have  save(l  your  dau'frliter.  and 
VI  .ire  happy  once  more,  1  will  explain  everythinjj.  Till  then 
!.;i\<'  everything  to  me. — I  went  to  eall  on  the  Jewish  doctor, 
;i)t  unfortunately  lIaI})ersohn  is  absent;  he  will  not  be  back 
f..r  two  days." 

•  'list  then  a  voice  which  pounded  to  fiodefroid,  and  which 
n..!iy  was,  .sweet  and  youthful,  called  out,  "Papa,  papal"  in 
ai;  '  xpressivi-  tone. 

While  talkini;  to  the  old  man,  Oodefroid  had  alreadv  re- 
ii;..!ked,  throuirh  tlie  crack  of  the  door  opposite  to  tliat  on  the 
lii!!  liii^r,  lines  of  neat  white  paint,  showinii;  that  the  sick  wo- 
niAn<  room  must  be  very  different  from  the  others  that  com- 
!" -■  i|  the  lod;,Mnfr.  His  curiosity  was  now  rai.-^ed  to  the  hi<rh- 
i-i  iiitch;  the  errand  of  mercy  was  to  him  no  more  than  a 
Tiuans;  its  end  was  to  see  the  invalid.  He  would  not  believe 
th;!l  any  one  who  spoke  in  such  a  voice  could  be  horrible  to 
!"!!.)ld." 

■  Vou  are  takinjj  too  much  trouble,  papa."  said  the  voice. 
"Wiivdo  not  vou  have  more  servants — atvour  a;:e — Dear  me!"' 
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"But  you  knitw.  ilcar  N'andii.  that  I  will  not  allow  anv  irip 
to  wait  on  you  but  inysolf  or  your  boy." 

These  two  scntonct's,  which  (lodcfroid  overhranl.  thoufh 
with  .-onif  (litliculty,  for  a  rurfain  dullod  the  soiiikI.  inadi-  him 
undtTstand  the  casp.  The  >ii(k  wotnari,  surrouiidi'd  bv  (•vir\ 
luxury,  knew  nothing  of  the  real  state  in  wlii(  li  Iut  fatlnr 
and  son  lived.  Monsieur  Bernard's  silk  wrapper,  the  How.  r-. 
and  his  eonversation  witli  Carticr  had  alr<  idy  roused  (ln.ic- 
froid's  suspieions,  and  he  stood  rivi  cd.  almost  confoundid. 
by  this  marvel  of  jiaternal  devotion.  The  contrast  between  the 
invalid's  room  as  he  iina^'ined  it  and  wiiat  he  .saw  was  in  fa'.t 
amazing.    Th'"  riader  may  judge: 

Through  the  door  of  a  third  room  which  stood  open,  (Joilf. 
froid  .saw  two  narrow  beds  of  painted  wood  like  those  of  the 
vilest  lodging-houses,  with  u  straw  mattress  and  a  thin  uppi-r 
mattrei^s;  on  each  there  was  but  one  blanket.  A  small  iron 
stove  sueli  as  jiorters  use  to  cook  on,  with  a  f<'w  lumps  of  drii'J 
fuel  by  the  side  of  it,  wa-  enough  to  -how  the  destitution  of 
the  owner,  without  other  details  in  kc  ping  with  this  wretchii! 
stove. 

fJodcfroid  by  one  step  forwanl  could  see  the  pi  is  and  [lan? 
of  the  wretched  household — glazed  earthenware  jars,  in  which 
a  few  potatoes  were  soaking  in  dirty  water  Two  tab!e>  of 
blackened  wooil.  covered  with  jiafxTS  and  books,  stood  in  fren^ 
of  a  window  looking  out  on  the  Rue  Xotre-Dame  des  Champ-, 
and  showed  how  the  father  and  son  occupied  themselves  in 
the  evening.  On  each  table  there  was  a  candl(>stick  of  wroutrht 
iron  of  the  poorest  description,  and  in  them  candles  of  i\v 
cheapest  kind,  eight  to  the  pound.  On  a  thini  table,  wh  li 
served  as  a  dresser,  tliere  were  two  shining  sets  of  silver-tri!' 
forks  and  sjioons,  .some  plates,  a  basin  and  cup  in  Sevres  china. 
and  a  knife  with  a  gilt  handle  lying  in  a  case,  all  eviiiently 
for  the  invidid's  use. 

The  stove  was  alight;  the  water  in  the  kettle  was  stearniiiL' 
gently.  \  wardrobe  of  painted  deal  contained  no  doubt  tin- 
lady's  linen  and  possessions,  for  he  .saw  on  her  father's  bed  the 
clothes  be  had  worn  the  day  before,  spread  by  way  of  a  cover- 
ing. 
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>  iiiH'  other  rairs  laid  in  tlic  Miiiif  wav  on  his  ^randsonV  l)od 
i  iiiin   to  conclude  that  this  was  all   their  waniruhc;  mid 
I !(  r  the  bed  he  saw  their  shooH. 
T!i('  Door,  swept  hut  seldom  no  douht,  was  like  that  of  a 


IfMoni. 


A  larL'e  loaf  that  lunl  been  cut  w 


as  visible  on  u 


i-ihif  nv(  r  the  table.  In  i-hort,  it  was  poverty  in  the  last  stage 
iif  -ijiialor,  poverty  reduced  to  a  .-ystein,  with  the  decent  order 
nf  ;t  determination  to  endure  it ;  driven  poverty  that  has  to  do 
ivi  rvthing  at  home,  that  insists  on  doinj;  it,  but  that  iinils  it 
in  ;  i^.-ible,  and  so  puts  every  poor  possession  to  a  wrnnfj  use. 
,\  -:roiifr  and  sickcnin<;  sniell  pervaded  the  room,  which  evi- 
li'iii'v  was  but  rarely  cleaned. 

The  iinte-room  where  (Jodefroid  stood  was  at  any  rate  de- 
■•i;i.  anfl  he  pucssed  that  it  coninionly  served  I  .  hide  the  hor- 
ror- <'i'  the  room  inhabited  by  the  uld  iiuiii  and  the  youth.  This 
r  ml!.,  hung  with  a  Scotch  plaid  paper,  had  four  walnut-wood 
(liiir.--  and  a  small  table,  and  was  graced  with  portraits — a 
(''•red   {irint  of   Horace   \'<rnet\s  picture  lu'  the   Emperor; 


if  Ix)uis  .Will,  and  Charles  X. 


an 


d  one  of   I'rince 


1  -iMfowski,  a  friend  no  doubt  of  Monsieur  Bernard's  father- 
!'  iw.  There  were  (otton  window-curtains  bound  with  red 
.It,  :  tinished  with  fringe. 

'nfjefroid.  keeping  an  eye  on  Nepomucene.  mid  hearing 
hii:i  come  up  with  a  load  of  wood,  signed  to  hiiii  to  stack  it 
Ti" -elessly  in  Monsieur  Bernard's  ante-room:  and,  with  a  deli- 
'.it'  feeling  that  showed  he  was  making  good  {)rogre«>.  hi  hut 
'  '■  bedroom  door  that  Madame  Vauthier's  bf)y  might  not  see 
tr.'  old  man's  squalor. 

Tile  ante-room  was  partly  filled  up  by  tint  flower-stands 
fiili  "f  splendid  plants,  two  oval  and  one  round,  all  three  <>f 
r-iuuod,   and   elegantly    finished;   ami    Xeponuueiie.   as   he 


R, 


ninrd 


ffi 


d  the  logs  on  the  floor,  could  not  help  saying: 
1-n't  that  lovely? — It  must  cost  a  pretty  penny  I" 

■ban,  do  not  make  too  much  noi.se ''  Monsieur 

'  d   out. 

There,  you  hear  him?"  said  Nepomucene  to  (iodefroi<l. 

poor  old  boy  is  certainly  cracked  !" 
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"And  what  will  you  be  at  his  age?"' 

"Oh,  1  kiKjw  sure  enough  I"'  said  X^pomucene;  "1  shall  b( 
in  a  i-ugar-ba.-in."" 

"In  a  sugar-ba^in  !'■'■ 

"Yes,  niv  bonoj  will  have  been  made  into  charcoal.  I  Imvt 
seen  the  ,-ugar-boilei>"  carts  often  enough  at  Mont  Smiri' 
come  to  fetch  bone-black  for  tlu'ir  work.-,  and  they  toM  m. 
they  used  it  i:i  nuiking  sugar.""  And  with  this  philosophical 
reply,  he  went  oil  for  another  basketful  of  wood. 

(iudcfniid  (luictly  clo.^ed  Monsieur  Bernard's  door,  leaving 


mm  alone  with  his  daughter. 


Madame  Vaulhier  had  meanwhile  prepared  her  new  lodger": 
breakfast,  and  came  with  Felicite  to  serve  it.  (.iodefroid.  Insi 
in  meditation,  was  staring  at  the  fire  on  the  hearth.  He  wa^ 
absorbed  in  reflecting  on  this  poverty  that  included  so  man} 
different  forms  of  misery,  though  he  perceived  that  it  had  it 
pleasures  too;  the  ineffalde  joys  and  triumphs  of  fatherly  anc 
of  filial  devotion.    They  were  like  pearls  sewn  on  sackcloth. 

"What  romance — even  the  most  famous— can  compare  will 
such  reality?"  thought  he.  "IIow  noble  is  the  life  that  mingle: 
with  such  lives  as  these,  enalding  the  soul  to  discern  theii 
cause  and  effect ;  to  assuage  suffering  and  encourage  what  i: 
good;  to  become  one  with  misfortune  and  learn  the  secrets  o; 
such  a  home  as  this ;  to  l)e  an  actor  in  ever-new  dramas  such  a: 
delight  us  in  the  works  of  the  most  famous  authors  I — I  hac 
no  idea  that  goodness  could  be  more  interesting  than  vice."' 

"Is  everything  to  your  mind,  sir?""  asked  Madame  Vauthier 
who,  helped  by  Felicite,  had  placed  the  tal)le  close  to  Gode 
froid.  lie  then  saw  an  excellent  cup  of  coffee  with  milk,  i 
smoking  hot  omelette,  fresh  butter,  and  litth-  red  radishes. 

"Where  did  you  find  those  radishes?"  asked  fiodefroid. 

"Monsieur  Cartier  gave  them  to  me,"  said  she.  "I  though 
you  might  like  them,  sir. 

"And  what  do  you  expect  me  to  pay  for  a  breakfast  like  thi 
every  day?""  said  Godefroid. 

"Well,  monsieur,  to  be  quite  fair — it  would  be  hard  to  sup 
T)lv  it  under  thirty  sous." 
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^  v  tliirtv  sous."  said  (Jodcfroid.    "But  how  is  it  that  close 

-.  at  Madiiine  Machillot's.  they  only  ask  mo  forty-five 

~  a  luontli  for  iliiincr,  which  i.-  just  thirty  sous  a  day?" 

■'i!i.  but  wliat  ii  diifcrciKo,  sir,  betwi'cu  getting  a  dinner 
''  •  ■firi'ii  people  and  going  to  buy  everything  that  is  needed 
•  ■  -lie  l)reakfast:  a  roll,  you  see.  >}^:ii<.  butter, — lighting  the 
ind  tlien  sugar,  milk,  eolFi't'. — Wiiy,  they  will  ask  you 
-  .1  11  >ous  for  nothing  but  a  cup  of  coffee  with  milk  in  the 
!'  ,  .'  dc  rodetm,  and  you  have  to  give  a  sou  or  two  to  the 
■Aii.r! — Here  you  have  no  trouble  at  all;  you  breakfast  at 
:•  i:;'-.  in  your  slippers. 

■UVll,  then  it  is  settled,"  said  Godefroid. 

•  And  even  then,  but  for  Madame  Cartier.  from  whom  I 
_■■  •  'iH'  milk  and  i";:i:^  ami  {)arsl('y.  I  eouhl  not  do  it  at  all. — 
y.  ii  must  go  and  see  their  place,  sir.     Oh,  it  is  really  a  fine 

■  _  '.  Tliey  employ  five  gardeners'  apprentices,  and  Xepomu- 
..:      goes  to  help  with  the  watering  all   the  summer;  they 

■  iiie  to  let  him  go.  .\nd  you  make  a  lot  of  money  out  of 
-!r;!wberries  and  melons. — You  are  very  much  interested  in 
M  .  -ii'ur  Bernard,  it  would  seem?"  asked  the  widow  in  her 
-u  iirst  tones.  "For  really  to  answer  for  their  debts  in  that 
■A r:  '  -But  perhaps  you  don't  know  how  much  they  owe. — 
T  !v  is  the  lady  that  keeps  the  circulating  lilirary  on  the 
I'  .  Saint-Michel;  she  calls  every  three  or  four  ilays  for 
'■  'v  francs,  and  she  wants  it  badly  too.  Heaven  abov(> !  that 
:  !■  woman  in  bed  does  read  and  read.  And  at  two  sous  a 
V' I  mil',  thirty  francs  in  two  Tuontlis " 

i-  a  hundred  volume-  a  month,"  said  Godefroid. 

There  goes  the  old  fellow  to  fetch  madame's  cream  and 

"  '."  the  woman  went  on.     "It  is  for  her  tea;  for  she  lives 

'   '  -thing  but  tea,  that  lady;  she  has  it  twice  a  day,  and  tlien 

'V     •  a  week  she  wants  sweets. — She  is  dainty.  T  can  tell  you  I 

T:  •   old  boy  buys  her  cakes  and  tarts  at  the  pastry-cook's  in 

l.'iie  de  Buci.     Oh,  when  it  is  for  her,  he  sticks  at  nothing. 

H    -avs  she  is  his  daughter! — Where's  the  man  who  winild  do 

.'    ■  <•  does,  and  at  his  a^e.  for  his  daughter?     Tie  is  killing 

■   -,  If — himself  and  his  Auguste — and  all  for  her. — If  vou 


Mi 


..Si 


152 


TIIK  SKA  MY  SIDK  OF  HISTORY 


arc  like  iiic,  sir — I  uuuld  jrivc  tuvnty  fniius  to  «e"  licr.  ^^on- 
sicur  Piorton  siiv>  s^ho  is  sliockin,<:,  an  ohjcct  to  iiiako  a  Aiow 
of. — I'lioy  did  well  to  come  to  this  part  of  thp  town  whcro 
nobody  ever  comes.— And  you  think  of  dining'  at  Madam.-  Ma- 
ohillot's.  sir?" 

'"Yes,  I  thought  of  making  an  arrangement  with  lier." 
"Well.  sir.  it  is  not  to  interfere  with  any  jilan  of  y(jurs;  hut, 
tako  'eni  as  vou  find  'em,  you  will  find  a  better  eating-plaee  in 
the  IJiie  de  Toiirnon ;  you  need  not  bind  yourself  for  a  month, 

and  you  will  have  a  l)etter  table " 

"Where  in  the  Rue  de  Tournon?"' 

"At  the  successors  of  (dd  Madame  Girard.  That  is  where 
the  gentlemen  upstair.s  dine,  and  they  are  satisfied— tliey 
could  not  be  better  pleased." 

"Very  well,  Madame  Vauthier,  I  will  take  your  advice  and 
dine  there." 

"Aiul.  my  dear  sir."  the  woman  went  on,  emboldened  by  the 
easy-going  air  which  Godefroid  had  intentionally  assumed, 
"do  you  mean  to  say,  seriously,  that  you  are  such  a  flat  as  to 
think  of  paying  Monsieur  BernardV  debts?— I  should  ])e  really 
very  sorry;  for  you  must  remembf^r,  my  good  ^fonsieur  Gode- 
froid, that  lie  is  very  near  on  seventy,  and  after  him  where 
are  you?  There's  an  end  to  his  pension.  What  will  there  be 
to  repay  you  ?  Young  men  are  so  rash.  Do  you  know  that  he 
owes  above  a  thou.sand  crowns?" 
"But  to  whom  ?"  asked  Godefroid. 

"Oh.  that  is  no  concern  of  mine,"  said  Madame  Vauthier 
mvsteriously.  "lie  owes  the  money,  and  that's  enough:  and 
between  you  and  me,  he  is  having  a  hard  time  of  it;  he  can- 
not get  credit  for  a  sou  in  all  the  neighborhood  for  that  very 
reason." 

"A  thousand  crowns!"  said  Godefroid.  "Be  sure  of  one 
thing:  if  I  had  a  thousand  crowns,  I  should  be  no  lodger  of 
\r)\]T<.  But  I,  you  see,  cannot  bear  to  see  others  suffering; 
and  for  a  few  hundred  francs  that  it  may  cost  me,  T  will  make 
sure  that  my  neighbor,  a  man  with  white  hair,  has  bread  and 
firing.  Whv.  a  man  often  loses  as  much  at  cards.— But  three 
thousand  francs— why,  what  do  you  think?    Good  Heavens!" 
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\fa(laim>  Vauthior,  (juite  tak^ii  in  by  (iodefroid".-  afTcctod 
.ii.iiir,  allinved  a  j,'leani  of  satisfaction  to  light  up  licr  face, 
:  i   I'l  is  fonfirnK'd   her  lodger's  su>iti(ions.     (iodcfroid   was 

I'Mntr.l  tliat  tiic  old  woman  wa>  implicated  in  s-ome  j)lot 
_  i:nst  the  iiapless  .Monsieur  Bernard. 

"It  IS  a  strange  thing,  monsieur,  what  fancies  come  into 
;h  s  head.  You  will  .s^iy  that  I  am  very  incpiisitive ;  but  yes- 
'  !«i;iy,  when  1  saw  you  talking  to  Monsieur  Bernard,  it  struck 
1  <■  that  you  niu.^t  be  a  publisher's  clerk — for  this  is  their  part 
if  I  he  town.  I  had  a  lodger,  a  foreman  printer,  whose  works 
:•  in  the  Rue  de  Vaugirard,  and  he  was  named  the  same  name 


;-  VOU- 


■■.\nd  what  concern  is  it  of  yours  what  my  business  is?"  said 
.  ■  lefroid. 

"Lor"!  whether  you  tell  me  or  whether  you  don't,  I  shall 
mw  just  the  same,"  said  the  widow.  "I^ook  at  Monsieur 
V  inard,  for  instance;  well,  for  eighteen  months  I  could  never 
;  'i  out  what  he  was;  but  in  the  nineteenth  month  I  discov- 
:  1  that  he  had  been  a  judge  or  a  magistrate,  or  something  of 
iif  kind,  in  the  law,  and  that  now  he  is  writing  a  book  about 
;  What  does  he  get  by  it  ?  That's  what  I  say.  And  if  he  had 
'iii  me,  I  should  have  held  my  tongue;  so  there  I" 

'i  am  not  at  present  a  publisher's  agent,  but  I  may  be,  per- 
■n'<,  before  long.*' 

■'There,  I  knew  it !"  exclaimed  the  woman  eagerly,  and 
.iiiing  from  the  bed  she  was  making  as  an  excuse  to  stay 

altering  to  her  lodger.  "You  have  come  to  cut  the  ground 
r  an  under Well,  well,  'a  nod's  as  good  as  a  wink' " 

■"Hold  hard  I"  cried  Godefroid,  standing  between  Madame 
'  iiithier  and  the  door.  "Now,  tell  me,  what  are  you  paid 
'   meddle  in  this?" 

Heyday !"  cried  the  old  wonian,  with  a  keen  look  at  Godc- 
:  id.    "You  are  pretty  sharp  after  all !" 

She  shut  and  locked  the  outer  door;  then  she  came  back 
nd  sat  down  by  the  fire. 

"On  my  word  and  honor,  as  sure  as  my  name  is  Vauthier,  I 
k  you  for  a  student  tid  1  saw  you  giving  your  logs  to  old 
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Fatlier  HiTiian!.  \\\  word,  luil  xinrrc  a  >lijir|>  ono  I  Bv  ihi' 
I'ipiTl  you  can  play  a  j)art  well  I  I  tliDii^lit  y(Hi  were  a  pcrt'ict 
flat.  \'ou-.  will  you  proiniM'  iiic  a  t!iou>aiiil  fraius?  For  a< 
sure  as  the  day  aliovc  us,  oM  hari)ft  and  .Moii>if'ur  .MrtiMir 
liavc  proiiiisrd  inc  five  Imndrcd  if  I  kcc])  my  eyes  opon." 

"What  y  Not  tlicy!  'I'wo  huudrrd  at  the  very  out-iilf,  mv 
f.'ood  woman,  and  only  j)roniis('d  at  that  -and  vou  <annot  siuii- 
nions  them  for  payment  I — Look  line;  if  yon  will  put  nu'  in  a 
jxtsition  to  get  the  job  they  are  tryinLT  to  maiiafro  with  Mon- 
sieur Bernard,  I  will  fjive  you  four  hundred  I — Come,  now, 
what  are  'hey  up  to !-"' 

"Well,  they  have  paid  him  fifteen  hundred  francs  on  ar- 
count  for  his  work,  and  made  him  siirn  a  l)ill  for  a  thou-and 
crowns.  They  doled  it  out  to  him  a  hundred  francs  at  a  time, 
eontriving  to  keep  liim  as  poor  as  poor. — They  set  the  duns 
upon  him;  they  sei't  ('arti(>r.  you  may  wat^er."' 

At  this,  (iodefroid.  hy  a  look  of  cynical  perspicacity  that  lie 
shot  at  the  woman,  made  it  clear  to  her  that  he  i|uite  under- 
stood the  frame  she  was  playing  for  lier  landlord's  henefit.  Her 
speech  threw  a  light  on  two  sides  of  the  (piestion.  for  it  also 
explained  tli<'  rather  strange  .seein'  Ixnween  the  gardener  and 
himself. 

"Oil  yes  I"  she  went  on,  "they  have  liim  fast:  for  where  is 
he  ever  to  find  a  thousand  crowns!  Thev  iiiteml  to  otTer  him 
five  hundred  francs  when  the  work  is  in  their  hands  complete, 
and  five  hundred  francs  per  volume  as  they  are  hroiight  out  for 
sale.  The  inisiness  is  all  in  tli(>  name  of  a  hooksellor  these 
gentlemen  liavc  set  up  in  business  on  the  Quai  des  Augus- 
tins " 

'"Oh  yes — that  little — wliat's-his-namo?" 

"Ye-;,  that's  your  man, — Morand,  formerly  ^fonsieur  Bar- 
bet's  agent. — There  is  a  heap  of  money  to  be  got  out  of  it,  it 
would  seem."' 

"There  will  l)e  a  heap  of  money  to  put  into  it."  said  Gode- 
froid.  with  an  expressive  grimace. 

'I'liere  was  a  gentle  knock  at  tlu-  door,  and  Oodefroid,  very 
glad  of  the  interruption,  rose  to  open  it. 
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■  \I1  thin  is  littwci-n  you  iiml   iiic   MmiIht  N'aiithicr 
-i'  t'roid.  seeing'  Monsieur  iirriinnl. 

■■\Inii~iciir  I'lcriiJirtl."'  cricil  >lic,  'i  Iimvc  a  Icttfr  for  voii." 
Ttic  did  man  went  down  a  few  >\r]<>. 
N".  iiM.    I    liavc  no   letter  fur  vmi.   Monsieur   I'lTiiard 


am 
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ui-lied  to  warn  you  airain-t  that  yniniL:  t'ellnw  there.     He 
-  .!  puhlisher." 
■"h.   that   afcoimts    fur  e\er\  ihiii'j-.""   >aid   the  oM   man   to 
-'If-     And   lie  eaiiie  hack   to  hi>  iieiLrhhnrV  r<>n]\\  with  a 
.  ''■  altered  eduntenancc. 

I'll'  calmly  cohl   expression   on    Monsieur   ReriiardV   face 

'■■■•   ■  :i  he  reappeared  was  in  such  marked  eontra>t  to  the  frank 

':  friendly  manner  his  .irratitude  Imd  lent  him.  that  (lodo- 

I  was  struck  hy  so  sudden  a  clianLre. 
•'Monsieur,  foryive  me  for  disturhiiiL:-  vnur  solitudi'.  Imt  vou 
1,1'e  since  yesterday  loaded  me  with  favors,  and  a  l)enofactor 
:'  f'TS  rifrlits  on  those  whom  h;-  o!j|ii:es."' 
'  iedefroid  bowed. 

I,  who  for  five  years  have  -ulfered  once  a  fortnitjlit  the 
■inents  of  the  Ueileemer:  f.  who  fur  six-and-thirtv  years 
'  -^  the  representative  of  Soeiety  and  th(>  (ioverninent,  who 
1  I-  then  the  arm  of  puhlic  venireance.  and  who.  as  vou  may 
'ii'ti'ise,  have  no  illusions  left — nothiuL'.  notliinir  hut  snfTer- 
!-'-• — well,  monsieur,  your  careful  attetition  in  clo-;inir  the 
:  "r  of  the  dop-kennel  in  whicli  my  urandson  and  I  <leep — 
■it  trifling  act  was  to  nie  the  cup  of  water  of  wliich  Rossuet 
k-.  I  found  in  my  heart,  my  wornout  heart,  which  is  as 
'■'"•  nf  tears  as  my  withered  hody  is  of  sweat,  the  last  drop  of 

■  elixir  which  in  youth  leads  us  to  see  the  l)est  side  of  everv 
•an  action,  and  T  came  to  offer  you  my  hand,  which  I  never 

■  to  any  one  hut  my  daughter:  T  came  to  hring  vou  the 
•Illy  rose  of  belief,  even  now.  in  goodness." 

'^^onsieur  Bernard."  said  Oodefroid.  reincmtiering  good  old 
'     i!i"s  injunctions.  "T  did  nothing  with  a  vi(>w  to  winnins 

''  LTatitude. — You  are  under  a  mistake." 
That  is  frank  and  above  hoard."  said  the  old  lawver.  ''Well. 
■    ■   i<  what  I  like.     I  was  about  to  reproach  vou.     Forgive 
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nio :  I  c^topui  you. — So  you  arc  ii  j)ul)lislicr,  a:ul  you  want  to 
frrt  my  hook  in  iin'fi'rciici'  to  ^^l--i(■||r>  IVirlii't.  Mrtivi'T.  ami 
Morand  ? — 'I'liat  lAplaiii'-  all.  You  an'  |irc|iar((l  to  (IcmI  uitli 
mo  a.s  tliey  wore:  only  you  do  it  with  a  j:onil  ;,M'aci'." 

"Ohl  \'anthi('r  lias  ju^t  told  you,  I  hu|)[)u^i'.  that  I  am  ;i 
pul)Iish{T'.>;  apcut  ?" 

"Yf'S,"  said  he. 

"Well.   Monsieur  Bernard,  hefore   I   ean   say  what   we  nv- 
prepared  to  par/  more  than  those  pentloinen  olJir.  I  must  un 
derstand  on  what  terms  you  staml  with  them." 

"Very  true,"  said  the  old  man,  who  seemed  delighted  to  fni'l 
himself  the  ohjeet  of  a  competition  hy  whieh  he  could  nnt 
fail  to  henefit.    "Do  you  know  what  I  hi-  work  is?" 

"Xo ;  I  only  know  that  there  is  somethinrr  to  he  made  hy  it."' 

"It  is  only  half-past  nine:  my  daui:hter  has  had  her  hreak- 
fast,  mv  grandson  .\iigu-te  will  not  eome  in  till  a  quarter  to 
eleven.  Cartier  will  not  he  here  with  the  flowers  for  an  hour 
— we  have  time  to  talk,   monsieur — monsieur  who?" 

"Godefroi.l." 

"Monsieur  (iodefroid. — Tlie  hook  in  question  was  planin'il 
by  mo  in  182').  at  a  time  when  the  "Ministry,  struck  hy  the  con- 
stant reduction  of  jursonal  estate,  flraftcd  the  I.aw  of  Entail 
and  Seniority  which  was  thrown  out.  F  had  o!)servod  many 
defects  in  our  codes  and  in  the  fun<lamental  prineiph'  of 
French  law.  The  codes  have  heen  the  suhject  of  many  im- 
portant works;  but  all  those  treatises  are  essentially  on  juri?- 
prudence:  no  one  has  he(>n  so  hold  as  to  study  the  results  of 
the  Revolution — or  of  Napoleon's  rule,  if  you  prefer  it — as  a 
whole,  analyzing  the  spirit  of  these  laws  and  the  workint^  nf 
their  application.  That  is.  in  general  terms,  the  purpose  of 
my  hook.  T  have  called  it  the  Spirit  nf  the  Modern  Lnw^.  It 
covers  organic  law  as  well  as  the  code.^ — all  the  codes,  for  w.' 
have  five  I  Mv  book,  too,  is  in  five  volumes,  and  a  sixth  volntin' 
of  authorities,  quotations,  and  references.  I  have  still  tlir.-' 
months'  work  before  me. 

"The  owner  of  this  house,  a  retired  publisher,  scento'1  a 
speculation.    I,  in  the  first  instance,  thought  only  of  benefit- 
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'  my  country.     Tlii>  Uarhct  has  -^nr  ilic  hctlcr  of  nif. — Vou 

i  uiinilor  linw  a  puhli^lur  cmild  ciitrap  an  old  lawyer;  hut 

imm.-ifur,  kiinw  my  history,  and  lliis  man  is  a  inonoy- 

:  '!'T.     Hi'  ha-  the  sharp  eye  and  thr  knowUMip-  of  the  world 

i'  <u(li  men  must  liavo.  His  advanet's  have  just  kept  pace 
;i  my  necessity;  he  has  always  come  in  at  tht  very  mo- 
:!i  when  despair  has  made  me  a  ilefenceless  prey." 

"Vof  at  all.  my  dear  sir,"  said  (lodefroid.     "He  ha.s  sip^ 
•    Madame   \'authier  as  a  spy. — But   the  terms,  tell     le 

-■-tly." 

■They  advanced  me  fifteen  hundred  francs,  represented  at 
'-  present  rates  hy  tliree  bills  for  a  thousand  francs  each, 

■  '!   these  three  thousand   francs  arc  secured  to  them   hy  a 
:'  on  the  property  of  .ny  hook,  which  I  cannot  dispose  of 

-Ahere  till   I   have  paid  ofT  the  bills;  the  l)ills  have  been 

■  ''•■~ted  ;  judunnent  has  beiMi  pronounced. — Here,  monsieur, 
i  -ce  the  comjjlications  of  povertv. 

'At  the  most  moderate  estimate,  the  first  edition  of  this 
!  ;  work,  the  result  of  ten  years'  labor  and  t!iirty-six  years' 
' .  ri(.iice,  will  be  well  worth  ten  thousand  francs. — Well, 
.-'  five  days  since,  Morand  offered  me  a  thousand  crowns 
■■.'•  my  note  of  hand  paid  off  for  all  rifrhts. — .\s  I  could  never 
!  tliree  thousand  two  hundred  and  forty  francs,  unless  you 
/'  rvene  between  us,  I  must  yield. 

■■  I'hey  would  not  take  my  word  of  honor;  for  further  se- 

:ty  they  insisted  on  bills  of  exchanjie  which  have  been  pro- 

-  •  d,  and  I  shall  he  iniprisoufd  fc^r  debt.     If  I  pay  up,  the.se 

■v-lenders  will   have  doubled  their  loan;  if   I   deal   with 

"1,  they  will  make  a  fortune,  for  oni^  of  them  was  a  paper- 

■  r.  and  (iod  only  knows  how  low  they  can  keep  the  price 

':  nterials.     And  then,  with  my  name  on  it,  they  know  that 

■  arc  certain  of  a  sale  of  ten  thousand  copies." 

Wliy.  monsieur — you,  a  retired   dud^e !" 

What  can  I  .say?     I  have  not  a  frienil.  no  one  remembers 

And  yet  I  saved  many  heads  even  if  I  .sentenced  many 

:11  ! — And  then  there  is  my  ilauirhter,  my  daughter  whose 

-•'  and  companion  I  am,  for  I  work  oidy  at  night. — Ah! 
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youri;:  man.  nntu'  Imt  ihf  wntc  licil  i-l'oiild  1h'  set  to  judp'  iho 
wri'tclicd.     I  Mc  iKiw  tliiil  of  yori'  I  was  tuf»  sever*'." 

"I  do  n;>l  a.-k  you  your  luiiin',  monsieur.  I  have  rmt  a 
thousaml  (•rowii>  at  my  ili^posal,  c.-pecially  if  I  pay  llalpir- 
solin  and  \our  littli' lulls  ;  hut  I  can  ^avc  you  if  you  will  plcd^'c 
your  word  not  to  dispox'  of  your  hook  without  due  notiir  to 
me;  it  i.>-  impossihle  t(;  emhark  in  so  im|)ortant  a  matter  with- 
out consulting.'  profc-sional  experts.  The  per.-ons  I  work  f'lr 
are  powiTfuK  ami  1  can  [)romi>''  you  success  if  you  caii 
promi.'^e  me  ]>crfrct  secrecy,  even  froiu  your  children— and 
keep  your  wonl." 

"The  only  success  I  care  for  is  my  j>oor  \'anda"s  recovery; 
for,  I  assure  you,  the  >ij:ht  of  such  sutferinj:rs  e.xtiriirui.-lu's 
every  other  feelinj:  in  a  father's  lu'art :  the  loss  of  fame  i-i 
notliinp  to  the  nuin  who  sees  a  ;.'rave  yawninir  at  his  feet " 

'T  will  call  on  you  this  eveniiiLr.  llalpersohn  may  come 
home  at  any  moment,  and  I  iro  every  day  to  see  if  he  has 
returne<l. — I  will  spend  to-day  in  your  service."" 

"Oh.  if  you  could  lirinj.'  ahout  my  dauuhter's  recovery,  mon- 

.sieur ,   monsieur.    I    would    make  you   a    pre.-ent   of  ray 

book  I"' 

"But."  said  fJodefroid.  'T  am  not  a  publisher." 

Tlie  old  man  started  with  surprise. 

"I  could  not  help  lettini:  old  \'authier  think  so  for  the 
sake  of  asc'crtaininfj  what  snares  had  been  laid  for  you."' 

"But  who  are  you.  then?" 

"(jodefrojd."  was  the  reply:  "and  as  you  have  allowed  me 
to  supply  you  with  the  means  of  livin<r  better.'"  added  the 
young  man,  smiling,  "vou  mav  call  nie  (Jodefroid  de  Bouil- 
lon." 

The  old  lawyer  was  too  much  louihed  to  laugh  at  the  jest. 
He  held  out  his  hand  to  (iodefroid  and  grasped  the  young 
man's  warmly. 

"You  wish  to  remain  unknown?"  said  Monsieur  Bernnr.l. 
looking  at  (iodefroid  with  melancholy,  mixed  with  sonic  un- 
easiness. 

"If  vou  will  allow  rae." 
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U'oll,  do  as  you  think   iirnptT, — .\n<l  cdiiic  in  flii^^  cvcn- 

vou  will  src  my  ilaiii^httT.  if  her  stat''  iill'i\v>i." 
r!iis  was  fvi(it'iill\-  tlu'  irri'atc-t  (■(iiicr'--i(iii  tln'  poor  fallior 

'I   make;   niid   x'l-irii:  (Judcfrdid's  ;:rat('ful   look,   the  <>!d 

i  had  till'  fdcasiirc  of  fi'diiiLr  that  he  \va>  iindi'r>tnod. 
\n    liour    later    CartiiT    faiiw    hack    with    ~oriii'    hiaiitiful 
.'I-,   rcplaiiti'd   the   elands   with   hi-  own   liamU   in    fn'sh 

-.  an<i  (Jodcfroid  paid  the  liill,  as  he  did  the  sid)scription 

■li«'   Icndint,'  lihrary.   for  wliidi   thf  accoirit   was  sont    in 

aftiT.      Books  and  tlowors  were  ihf  staff  of  life  to  this 

■  -uk — or  rathor,  tormented  woman,  who  ronld  live  on  so 
■:■■  food. 


\s  lie  tlioiipht  of  this  family  in  the  toils  of  disaster,  like 

•  of  Laoeoon — a  suldime  alle<:ory  of  many  lives! — Godc^- 
' 'I.  niakin.sr  his  way  leisurely  on  foot  to  th''  Hue  Marheiif, 

•  :  in  his  heart  that  ho  was  curious  rather  than  henevolcnt. 
r  .'    idea  of   the  sick   woman,  surroumled   with    luxuries   in 

•  '  midst  of  ahjcet  s(|ualor.  made  him  foruet  the  horrihie 
:■  Mils  of  the  stranee  nervous  malady,  which  is  happily  an 
■  Tiordinary  exception,  tlioujrh  ahundantly  proved  hy  various 

Mrians.      One  of  our  <:ossipinjz  chronicle   writers.   Talle- 

•  :t  des  Rcaux.  mentions  an  instance.  Wo  like  to  think  of 
■■^■'  Mien  as  dopant  even  in  their  wfirst  sufTeriiiLTs.  and  Oode- 
■'•  I  promised  himself  some  [ilcasiire  in  pcnetratiiif:  into  the 
•-  '11  which  only  the  physician,  the  father,  and  the  son  had 
' '  ''red  for  six  years  past.     However,  he  end(>d  hy  reproachintr 

•  ,-i!f   for   his   curiosity.      The    neophyte   even    understood 

•  his  feolinp,  however  nati.ral,  would  die  out  hy  defjroos 
-   'e  carried   out   his  merciful   errands,   hy   dint  of   seeing 

'    '■   liomcs  and  new  sorrows.     Sudi  messenpors,  in  fact,  at- 

'        to  a   heavenly  honifrnity   which   nothing  can   shock  or 

^e,  just  as  in  love  we  attain  to  a  sublime  (luiesconce  of 

•  ng  in  the  conviction  of  its  strength  and  duration,  by  a 
-tant  habit  of  submission  and  sweetness. 

'^"k'froid  was  told  that  Flalpersohn  had  come  homo  during 
•:.  •  night,  but  had  been  obliged  to  go  out  in  his  carriage  the 
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first  thinj:  in  tln'  monntiir  tn  hc  tlic  piiticnt-  wlm  witi'  wail- 
iiijr  f'lr  liiiii.  Tilt'  wmiian  ;it  tlu'  ^'atr  tnlil  (IiKicfroiil  to  '  oinf 
liiick  next  iiiurniri;;  l.ifnri'  iiiiu'. 

Kciiifiiilicriii;:  Mon-iciir  Alain's  advioo  as  to  jiarsimony 
ill  his  [HTsotial  cxpcn-cs,  (Jndi-froid  iliiifil  for  twciitv-livi'  sou^ 
in  the  Kill'  <lt'  Toiiriinn,  anil  was  rcwanli''!  fur  liis  M'lf-i!('ni;il 
h\  tinfliii;.'  himself  ainnriLr  ininpn-itor-  ami  prnnf  hmiIit  Mr 
licanl  a  di-cii-sion  aiimit  the  co-t  of  pnMliiciinn.  anil,  join- 
in}:  in,  pirkiii  np  tlif  infurniation  tliat  an  oclavo  vuliiiiir  uf 
fortv  shci'ts.  of  which  a  thoiisami  copies  were  printi'd.  wnuM 
not  cost  more  than  thirty  >oiis  per  copy  ini<ler  favorahle  cir- 
cmnstances.  Fie  deterrniiie'l  on  piiiii:  to  iiuiuire  the  prior 
commonlv  a-ked  for  siicli  vidiinies  on  sale  at  the  law  puli- 
li-hers.  >o  as  to  he  in  a  ])osition  to  di>j)iite  the  point  with  tlu 
publishers  who  had  ^'ot  a  hold  on  Monsieur  licrnard.  if  In 
should  happen  to  iiie>>t  them. 

At  ahout  seven  in  the  I'Venin;.'  he  came  hack  to  the  Ronli-- 
vnrd  Mont-Tarna-se  aIoii>r  the  Rue  de  Vauijirard,  the  Wm 
Madam(\  and  the  Hue  de  I'Ouist.  and  he  saw  how  de^ertt'i: 
that  part  of  the  town  is.  for  he  met  iiuhody.  It  is  true  tlial 
tho  cold  was  severe,  snow  fell  in  lar<,'e  Hakes,  and  the  cart: 
made  no  noise  on  the  stones. 

"Ah,  hero  you  are,  monsieur  I"  said  Mailame  V'authier  wlun 
pho  saw  him.  "If  I  had  known  you  would  come  in  i^o  early 
I  would  have  li^dited  your  fire." 

"It  ip  unnecessary,"  replied  (lodefroid.  as  the  woman  fol 
lowed  him;  "I  am  froin<r  to  spend  the  evening  with  Monsieu 
Bernard." 

"Ah!  very  good.  Vou  are  eou.sinp,  I  suppose,  that  you  an 
hand  and  glove  with  him  hy  the  second  day.  I  thougl't  per 
happ  vou  would  have  like(l  to  finish  what  we  were  saying 

"Oh,  ahout  the  four  hundre(1  francs?"  saiil  fiodefroid  in  ai 
undertone.  "Look  here,  ^lother  Vautier,  you  would  linv 
had  them  this  evening  if  you  had  said  nothing  to  Moii-ifU 
Bernard.  Vou  want  to  hunt  with  the  hounds  and  run  wit' 
the  hare,  and  you  will  get  neither;  for,  so  far  a,-  I  am  i  "li 
cerned.  you  have  spoiled  my  game — my  chances  are  alti; 
gether  ruined " 
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h'lii't   vnu  l)tlii\f  tli;it.  iii\   ^'immI   mt.     'I'n  rtiornnv,  wlion 

I  111.  In-iiKinnw    I    imi-t    h.'  utT  ;it    ihiyl.mik   Iikf   voiir  iiu- 

-i|''friii<IV  pa^t  i\p«ri>'n(c  and   lifi'  a>  a  datnlv  ami  jui'r- 

'    liail  litcti      )  far  nf  u-c  \n  liitii  as  to  lead  liiiii  to  ;.nit'ss 

it'  lie  ilid    iKil    take  till-   lirif,    Marlici's  spv  wuuld   warn 

Milili-liiT  that   tlii-rc  wa-  -an.  tliiiii.'  in  tli<'  wind,  and  he 

•I  then  take  such  -ti  ps  a-  u.udd  iit  |nn;r  cndan^iT  Mon- 

litM'iiard's    lihcrtv.     wlicrca-.    hy     Iravinj.'    tlic    three 

rsniis  tu'^'ntiators  to  licluve  that  their  s(hciiu'.s  were  not  in 

!.  they  vvduld  ke.p  (piict. 

I'.at  (iodel'roid  was  not  yet  a  iiiat<Ii  for  I'arisian  }uininnity 

I  it  assnnies  the  lmiI-i'  nf  a  Madame  A'aiithier.     This  wo^ 

meant  to  liave  (Jcdefruid's  money  and  her  hindlord's  too. 

Hew  ofr  to  Monsieur  Jiarhet.  while  Cidefroid  (  hatifrcd  his 

■  to  call  on  Monsieur  Memard's  daiiLditer. 

'    L'ht   o'clock   was  strikin;.'  at    the  Convent   of  the   Visita- 

whosc  clock   reiridated   the  life  of  the  whole  nei;rhhor- 

'.  when  (iodefroiil.  full  of  curio-ity.  knockei]  at  his  friond'.^ 

■      Aupustc  ojieni'd  it:  as  it  was  Saturday,  the  lad  spont 

•veiling  at  homo;  (iodefroid  saw  that   ho  wore  a  jacket 

liiek  velvet,  black   trousers  that    were  (piite  decent,  and 

lie  silk  tic;  but  his  surprise  at  seeing  the  youth  po  unlike 

!i-ual  ?elf  ceased  wlic^n  he  entereil  the  invalid^  room.    He 

nee  understood  the  necessity  for  the  father  and  the  boy  to 

iTesentably  ilrcssed. 

I  'le  wall?  of  the  room,  luing  with  yellow  silk,  paneled  with 

..'It  green  cord,  madi'  the  room  look  e.\tremely  cheerful :  the 

'  tiled  floor  was  covered  by  a  tlowt-red  carpet  on  a  white 

ind.      The   two   windows,    with    their   !iand>ome   curtains 

'    with   white   >ilk,   were    like    bowers,   the   tlower-stands 

■•    -o  full  of  beauty,  and  blinds  hindennl  them  from  being 

::  from  outside  in  a  quarter  where  such  lavi-hness  was  rare. 

'    woodwork,  painted   white,  and   varnishe(l.   was  touched 

with  gold   lines.     A  heavy  curtain,  embroidere(l   in  tent 

li.  with  grotesque  foliage  on  a  yellow  ground,  hung  over 
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the  door  and  dciidciKHl  cvi  ry  sound  from  outside.  This  splen- 
did curtain  had  bciii  worked  hy  the  invalid,  who  embroidered 
like  a  fairv  wlim  she  had  the  use  of  her  hands. 

Opposite  the  door,  at  the  further  end  of  the  room,  the 
chimnev-shelf,  covered  with  green  velvet,  had  a  set  of  very 
costly  ornaments,  the  only  relic  of  the  wealth  of  the  two  fami- 
lies. '  There  was  a  very  curious  clock:  an  elephant  supporting 
a  porcelain  tower  filled  with  beautiful  flowers;  two  candelalmi 
in  the  same  style,  and  some  valuable  Oriental  pieces.  The 
fender,  the  dogs,  and  fire-irons  were  all  of  the  finest  work- 
manship. 

The  larj:c>t  of  the  thr.'f  llowtT  stands  stoo<l  in  the  nuddle 
of  the  room,  ami  above  it  hung  a  porcelain  chandelier  of  Ihiral 

design. 

The  bed  on  which  the  judge's  daughter  lay  was  one  of  those 
fine  examples  of  carved  wood,  painted  whit.'  and  gold,  that 
were  made  in  the  time  of  Louis  XV.  By  the  invai:,.  s  pillow 
was  a  prttty  inlaid  table,  on  which  were  the  various  objects 
ncces.'^arv  for  a  life  spent  in  bed  :  a  bracket  light  for  two 
candles  was  fixed  to  the  wall,  and  could  be  turned  backwards 
and  forwards  by  a  touch.  In  front  of  her  was  a  od-laldo, 
wonderfully  contrived  for  her  convenience.  The  bed  wa? 
covered  with  a  nuignificent  counterpane.  an<l  draped  with  cur- 
tains looped  back  in  festoons;  it  was  loadoil  with  books  and  a 
work-ba<kct.  and  among  these  various  objects  (Jodefr.iid 
would  hardly  have  discovered  the  sick  woman  but  for  the 
tapors  in  the  two  candle-branches. 

There  seemed  to  be  nothing  of  her  but  a  very  white  face, 
darklv  marked  round  the  eyes  by  much  suffering;  her  i-ves 
shone  like  fire;  and  her  principal  ornament  was  her  splendid 
black  hair,  of  which  the  heavy  curls,  set  out  in  bunche-^  of 
numenms  ringlets,  showed  that  the  care  and  arrangemnit  -if 
her  hair  occupied  part  of  the  invaliirs  day;  a  movable  niirnir 
at  the  foot  of  the  bed  confirmed  tlie  idea. 

No  kind  of  modern  elegance  was  lacking,  and  a  few  trifling 
tovs  for  pcor  VandaV  amusement  showed  that  her  father's 
atl't'ction  verged  on  mania. 
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The  old   man   ro.-o   I'roiii   a    \rvy   hand.-niir   i'a>v-cliair   n 


f 


!y  -  XV.  stylo,  white  and  gold,  an  1  cov.rfd  with  needlework, 
aii'l  went  forward  a  few  steps  to  wehoiiie  (iodefroid.  wlio  cer- 
tiKiily  would  not  have  recognized  liini ;  for  !ii>  culd.  stern 
f,ii''  had  assumed  the  gay  expression  peculiar  to  old  men 
\\\t"  have  preserved  their  dignity  of  manner  and  the  super- 


;ll 


frivolitv   of  courtier 


His   purple   wadded    dr' 


-ing- 


luii  w 


as  in  harmonv  with  the  luxurv  ahmit  him,  and  he  took 


-n;i 


tT  out  of  11  gold  box  set  with  diamniids. 


ii 


ere. 


mv   dear 


sai( 


1    M 


onsieur 


r. 


■rnard   to  his   dauuh- 


is  ou 


r   neighbor  (jf   whom    I    >poke   to  y 


ou. 


.\nd   he 


d  to  his  grandson  to  briim  forward  one  of  two  arnuhairs, 


le  same  style  as  his  own,  wliich  were  standing  on  e 
of  the  fire. 


ach 


and 


lie    IS 


most  kind  in 


"Monsieur's  name  is  (lodefroid. 
-::i:!i!ing  on  no  ceremony- " 

\'anda  moved  her  head  in  acknowledgment  of  (iodefroiiTs 
\n\v  how;  and  by  the  movement  of  her  throat  a-  it  bent  and 
■I'^.nt.  he  discovered  that  all  this  woiiiairs  vitality  was 
-.  iii'd  in  her  head.  Hi'r  emaciateil  arms  and  lifeless  hands 
!;i\  on  the  fine  white  sheet  like  olijects  (piito  apart  from  the 
ii'  ;..  and  tiiat  seemed  to  fill  no  space  in  the  iied.  The  things 
i!'''!ed  for  her  use  were  on  a  set  of  shelves  behind  the  bed, 
v:i]  screened  by  a  silk  curtain. 

"^'ou,  mv  dear  sir,  are  the  first  person,  excepting  only  the 
lii.i  tors — who  have  ceased  to  l>e  men  to  me — wliom  I  have  set 
1  .■  -  on  for  six  years;  so  you  can  have  no  idea  of  the  interest 
I  ii  ive  felt  in  you  ever  since  my  father  told  me  you  were  com- 
i!  ..  lo  call  on  us.  It  was  passionate.  unconi|Uerable  curiosity, 
Ilk''  that  of  our  mother  Eve.  My  father,  who  is  so  gooil  to 
ni  ;  my  son,  of  whom  I  am  so  fond,  are  undoulitedly  enough 

st  bereft   of  body ; 
that 


up  tlie  vacuum  of  a  .<oul  now  almo 


Ml! 


that  sold  is  stil 


a  woman  s 


after 


!h. 


lildish  j 


ov 


I  felt  in  the  idea  of  vour  vi>ii. 

.-.  1  1 


reeoi_niize(l 


ou 


iop< 


•Y 


will 


u  re 


the  pleasure  of  taking  a  cup  ol  tea  with  u 
es.   Monsieur   (iodefroid    has   promised    us   tlie   plea,- 
is  comjtanv  for  the  evening."  said  tlie  old  man,  with  the 
)f  a  millionaire  doing  the  honors  of  hi>  house. 


■■K^a»t.-i. 
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Aii,Lru>t(-,  -cat'.il  in  ;i  !u\v.  worsted-work  chair  t\v  a  Rniall 
tiihlc  of  iiil.iiil  wnn],  fiiiisluMl  with  hrjHs  iiioiiMiii;:^.  \\i\<  rcad- 
in*,'  liv  the  lij:ht  of  the  wax-cimillcs  on  tlio  fliinmov-sholf. 

*".\u,i,'ustc.  my  dear,  t<l!  .Tcan  to  liring  tea  in  an  hour's 
time." 

Sho  spoke  with  some  pointeil  ineaiiinfr,  and  Aupusto  re- 
plied hy  a  nod. 

"Will  you  heliove.  monsieur,  that  for  the  past  six  years  m 
one  has  waited  on  me  hut  my  father  and  my  hoy,  and  I  onulii 
not  endure  anyhody  eJM'.  If  I  were  to  lox'  them,  I  shoiild 
die  of  it. —  My  father  will  not  even  idlow  ,Fean,  a  poor  oM 
Xormandy  jieasant  who  has  lived  with  us  for  thirty  year.-— 
will  not  even   let   him  come  into  the  room." 

"I  should  think  not.  indeed  I"  said  the  old  man  readily. 
"Mi>nsieur  (Jodefroid  has  seen  him:  he  saws  and  l)rin,i:s  in 
the  wood.  h(>  cooks  and  runs  errands,  and  wears  a  dirty  apron: 
he  would  have  made  hay  of  all  these  pretty  thin<rs.  which  are 
po  necessary  to  my  poor  chiid.  to  whom  this  elegance  is  sec- 
ond nature." 

"Indeed,  madame.  your  father  is  (piite  right " 

"But  why?"  she  urg<M].  "If  Jean  had  damaged  my  room. 
m\   father  would  have  renewed  it." 

"Of  course,  my  child  :  hut  what  would  have  prevented  me  is 
the  fact  that  you  cannot  leave  it:  ami  you  have  no  idea  what 
Paris  workmen  are.  It  would  take  them  more  than  thre- 
months  to  restore  vour  room  I  Oiily  tiiink  of  the  dust  that 
would  come  out  of  your  carpet  if  it  were  taken  up.  I^et 
Jean  do  vour  room  I  Do  not  think  of  such  a  tliinir. 
By  taking  tlu'  extreme  care  which  only  your  father  and  your 
bov  can  take.  Ave  have  s]>ared  you  sweeping  and  dust;  if  Jean 
came  in  to  help,  everything  would  be  done  for  in  a  month." 

"It  is  not  so  mucli  out  of  economy  as  for  the  pake  of  \our 
health,"  said  (iodefroid.  "Monsieur  your  father  is  quite 
right." 

"Oh.  1  am  not  complaining."  said  Vanda  in  a  .=aucy  tone. 

Her  voiie  had  the  (juality  of  a  concert;  soul,  action,  and 
life  were  all   concentrated    in   her  eves  and   her  voice;  for 
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Vanda,  by  caicfiil  practice,  for  wliieli  tiiuo  liad  certainly 
R.il  l)een  lacking',  had  s-iiccceded  in  overcoming,'  the  dilliculties 
;iii-inir  from  her  los.s  of  teetii. 

"1  am  still  happy,  mon.^icur,  in  .-pite  of  the  drciidfiil  malady 
ij  .i!  tortures  mi.  ,  for  wealth  i>  certainly  a  ^'rcat  help  in  endiir- 
ii;_-  my  <ull'crings.  If  wc  had  licen  in  poverty,  I  t;hould  have 
.!:!il  eighteen  years  a.i:o,  and  I  am -till  alive.  I  have  many 
I  j'vments.  and  they  are  all  the  kei^ner  i)ecanse  I  'ivc  on, 
:::iiii!phinjr  over  death. — Von  will  think  me  a  ;,'reat  chattcr- 
i'  \,""  she  addeil,  with  a  smile. 

"Madame,"  said  Uodefroid,  "I  could  heg  you  to  talk  for 
.'.   r.    for    I    never    heard    a    voice    to    compare    with    yours 

It   i?  music  I     Kuhini  is  not  more  deli'ditful "' 


"Do  not  mention   Huhini  or  the  opera,"'  said  the  old  man 
ily.     "However  rich  we  may  be,  it  is  impossible  to  give  my 

1  i;:hter,  who  was  a  great  musician,  a  pleasure  to  which  she 

;i-  devoted." 

'■|  apologize  "  said  fiodefroid. 

"'Vou  will   fall   into  our  ways."  said  the  old  man. 
rhis  is  your  training,"  said  the  invalid,  smiling.     "When 

•  have  warned  you  several  times  hy  crying.  'Look  out  I'  you 
i!  know  all  the  lilind  man's  liufT  of  our  conversation  I" 

•  lodefroid  exchanged  a  swift  glance  with  ^lonsieur  Ber- 
•.T'l,  who.  seeing  tears  in  his  new  friend's  eves,  put  bis  finL'cr 

his  lip  as  a  warning  not  to  betrav  the  heroic  devotion  he 
;<!  the  boy  had  shown  for  the  past  seven  years. 

Tliis  devoted  and  untlagging  imposture,  proved  bv  the 
■tlid's  entire  deceptinn.  produced  on  P.odefroid  nt  this  tuo- 
'  It  the  effect  of  looking  at  a  precipitous  rock  whence  two 

iiuois-hunters  were  on  the  point  of  falling. 

The  splendid  gold  and  diamond  snulf-box  with  which  the 
'!  man  trifled,  leaning  over  the  foot  of  his  daughter'^  1)h1, 

-  like  the  touch  of  genius  which  in  a  great  actor  wrini:« 

;n  us  a  cry  of  admiration.  (Jodefroid  looked  at  the  snuff- 
■•■,  wondering  why  it  had  not  heen  sold  or  pawned,  hut  he 

-'poncd  the  idea  till  he  could  discuss  it  witli  the  old  man. 

"This  evening,  .Monsi<nir  (iodefroid,  my  daughter  was  so 


I 
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:| 
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fjrcatly  oxcitcil  liy  tlic  prnniisf  nf  your  visit,  that  the  various 
ftniniic  ^yiiipionis  uf  hiT  iiiiilaiiy  which,  i'nr  nearly  a  fortiii^rht 
jia,-t.  havi'  (lii\cii  \i>  tu  (ir>i)air,  j-iiddciily  disappi'arod.  Vuu 
may  iiiKi;_'inc  my  ;:riitiliid<'  I"' 

"And  mine  I"  cried  \'aiida.  in  an  iii>  miatinir  vdieo.  with 
a  firacct'iil  inclinatinn  of  her  iiead.  "Vou  are  a  de[)Uta!ion 
from  the  outer  worhl. — Since  I  \va>  iwents  '  have  not  knowi! 
what  a  drawin^'-room  is  like,  or  a  party,  itv  a  hall;  and  1  hnv 
dancinj:.  1  am  era/.y  ahout  the  phiy.  ami  ahove  all  aliout 
mu.-ic.  Well,  I  imairinc  everythiiiir  in  my  mind.  I  read 
a    ^.Tcat    deal,    and    my    father    I<'lls    me    all    ahout    the   ^ay 

worhl "     .\s  he  listened,  (lodcfroid  felt  prompted  to  kneel 

at  the  feet  of  this  |)oor  old  man. 

"When  he  goes  lo  the  opera — and  he  often  <rne« — he  de- 
sf-rilies  the  dresses  to  me,  and  all  the  >inL:ers.  Oh!  1  s^limild 
like  to  l)e  well  a<:ain  ;  in  <he  first  phne.  for  my  father's  sake. 
for  he  lives  for  me  alone,  as  1  live  for  him  ami  throujrh  him, 
and  then  for  my  sonV — I  should  like  him  to  know  another 
mother,  nil  I  monsieur,  what  perfect  men  are  my  dear  old 
father  and  my  a(lmiral»le  son! — TIumi  1  could  wish  for  health 
also,  that  I  mijrht  hear  i.ahlache.  Hulii-i.  Tamburini.  C.risi. 
the  Piiritani  too! — But "' 

"Comp,  my  dear,  compose  yourself.  If  we  talk  about  music, 
it  is  fatal  !"  said  tlie  old   father,  with  a  smilo. 

.And  that  smile,  which  made  him  look  younger,  evidently 
constantly  deceived  the  siek  woman. 

"Well.  I  will  he  <xoo(l.""  said  Vanda.  with  a  saucy  pout.  "But 
let  me  have  a  haruKUiium." 

This  instrument  had  hitely  been  invented:  it  could,  by  e 
little  contrivance,  he  placed  by  the  invalid's  bed.  and  woult 
onlv  need  the  pressure  of  the  foot  to  irivo  out  an  or<ran-likt 
tone.  This  instrument,  in  its  most  improved  form,  was  a; 
cfTcctive  as  a  piano:  but  at  that  time  it  cost  three  hundre( 
franc-.  \'a!i(la.  who  read  newspapers  and  reviews,  had  hean 
of  such  an  instrument,  and  ha(l  been  hmginir  for  one  for  tw( 
months  past. 

"Yes,  madamc,  and  I  can  procure  you  one."  replied  Gode 
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froiii  at  an  appoalin.i:  l'Ihik  '•  from  tlu-  old  man.  "A  I'nuud  of 
!.  :;  r  who  is  setting,'  out  tor  Al^xicrs  has  a  very  tine  one.  wliicli 
1  uiil  borrow  of  him;  for  bi'fori'  Iniyiim  one,  you  hail  better 
trv  it.  It  is  (juite  pos?ibh^  that  the  snuml,  wliicli  is  ;-trongly 
\;Mating,  may  be  too  much  for  you." 

•('an  I  have  it  to-morrow?"  she  a^k(■(i.  witli  the  oatrcrness 
if  11  Creole. 

•  Tn-morrowl''  objected  Monsieur  r.eruanl.  '•'Piuit  is  very 
>  n!i ;  l)esic1es,  to-morrow  will  be  Simday." 

•To  be  sure,"  .«aid  she.  lookin^'^  at  (lo<]efroid.  who  felt  as 
i:,n;i;.di  he  saw  a  soul  flutterin<r,  as  he  admired  the  ubi(iuity 
nf  \  anda's  eyes. 

I  iitil  now  he  had  never  understood  what  the  power  of  the 
',;i:ic  and  eves  might  be  when  the  entire  vitality  was  concen- 
;ra!ril  in  them.  Her  jrlance  was  mori'  than  a  glance;  it  was 
•i  i!:ii!ie,  or  rather  a  blaze  of  divine  light,  a  communicative 
ra\  of  life  and  intelligence,  thought  made  vi^-ible.  The  voice, 
'vitii  its  endless  intomUi(ms,  supplied  the  place  of  movement, 
.-.  -;ure.  and  turns  of  the  head.  And  her  changing  color,  vary- 
.ws  like  that  of  the  fabled  chameleon,  made  the  illusion — or. 
:i  \'iu  will,  the  delusion — comjiletc  'iliat  weary  head,  Iniried 
;:  a  cambric  pillow  frilled  with  lace,  was  a  cotnplete  woman. 

Ni'ver  in  his  life  had  (Jodefroid  sc(Mi  so  noble  a  spectacle, 
,i!!ii  he  could  hardly  endure  his  emotions.  Another  grand 
fiatnre,  where  evervthing  was  strange  in  a  situation  so  full 
■>\  romance  and  of  horror,  was  that  the  soul  alone  seemed  to 
!'  living  in  the  spectators.  This  atmosphere,  where  all  was 
-iiMment,  had  a  celestial  influence.  They  W(>re  as  uncon- 
-  MS  of  their  bodies  as  the  woman  in  bed;  everything  was 
jaire  spirit.  Bv  dint  of  gazing  at  the.<e  frail  remains  '<{  a 
pnUy  woman,  (Jodefroid  forgot  the  elegant  luxury  of  the 
:■  ""1.  and  felt  himself  in  heaven.  It  was  not  till  half-an-hoiir 
.it'. T  that  he  noticed  a  what-not  covered  with  curiosities,  over 
^vi:'l■h  hung  a  noble  portrait  that  Vanda  desired  him  to  look 
a',  as  it  was  by  (Jericault. 

'"Kericault,"  said  she.  "was  a  native  of  H(UU'n,  and  his 
f,i';;!lv  being  under  some  obligations  to  my  father,  who  was 
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Pn'sidont  of  tln'  >>iiiin'iiu'  Court  tlicrc.  lit-  showed  his  irrati- 
tudo  liv  f)iiiiitin^'  tliiil  luastiTpiceo,  in  which  you  i-oc  me  at  the 
age  of  sixtM'ii." 

'"Vou  havf  tliero  a  very  fmo  picture,"  said  Godefroid,  ''and 
one  tlial  is  i|uite  uni<ii(iwii  to  those  wiio  have  studied  the  rare 
works  <if  that  j^reat  genius." 

"To  rue  it  is  no  hiiit:er  an  oijjeet  of  anytiiinj:  but  atTcc- 
tiouate  re;:ard,"'  said  -hr.  "since  I  live  only  i)y  my  feelin;:?; 
and  I  have  a  licautiful  life,"  she  went  nn,  looking  at  her  father 
with  her  wliole  soul  in  her  eyes.  "Oh,  monsieur,  if  you  could 
but  know  what  my  father  is!  Who  would  believe  that  the  au- 
stere ami  iliLMiided  Judu'e  to  wlmm  the  Kmperor  owed  so  much 
that  he  gave  him  that  snutf-hox,  and  whom  Charles  X.  re- 
warded hy  the  gift  of  that  Sevres  tray" — and  she  looked  at 
a  side-table — "that  the  staimch  upholder  of  law  and  authority, 
the  learned  political  writer,  lias  in  a  heart  of  rock  all  the  ten- 
derness of  a  mother? — Oh,  papa,  papa!  Come,  kiss  me — I 
insist  on  it — if  you  love  me." 

The  (lid  man  ros(\  leaned  over  the  bed.  and  set  a  kiss  on 
his  daughter's  high  poetic  brow,  for  her  sickly  fancies  were 
not  invariably  furies  of  aifection.  Then  he  walked  up  nnd 
down  the  room,  but  without  a  sound,  for  ho  wore  slippers — 
the  work  of  his  daughter's  hands. 

".\nd  what  is  your  occupation  ?"  she  asked  (Jodefroid  after 
a  pause. 

"^fadame,  T  am  cm])loyed  by  certain  pious  persons  to  take 
help  to  the  unfortunate." 

"A  beautiful  missi<in  !"  said  she.  "Do  you  know  that  the 
idea  of  devoting  myself  to  such  work  has  often  occurred  tn 
me!-*  Rut  what  ideas  have  not  occurred  to  me?"  said  she. 
with  a  little  shake  of  her  head.  "Pain  is  a  torch  that  throws 
lijjhr  •  .,  life,  and  if  I  ever  recover  mv  health " 

"You  shall  enjoy  yourself,  my  child,"  the  old  man  put  in. 

"Certainly  T  long  to  enjoy  life,"  said  she.  "but  should  I  be 
able  for  it? — -^^v  son.  I  hope,  will  be  a  lawyer,  worthy  of  his 
two  grandfathers,  and  he  mu~t  leave  me.  What  is  to  be  done? 
— If  God  restores  me  to  life,  1  will  dedicate  it  to  Him. — Oh, 
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-;  nil  I  have  <.MVrii  you  both  as  nnu  li  of  it  a^  you  lU'sird" 
:  ■  rxclaiiiicd.  lookini,'  at  her  fatluT  and  licr  hoy.  "Thcrt' 
it    tunes,  niv  dear  father,  win  n  .Mon>iiur  <lf  .Maistrc's  ideas 


UiiC 


k  in  inv  brain,  and  I  faiicv  1 


am  (Aiiatiatini:  ^onie  sin. 


That  is  what  coiiu's  of  iradiiii:  so  niui'h  I'"  cried  the  old 
ibl 


iMti.  Visibly  L'rieveit 


I'liere  was   that    brave    i'olish    (leiural.    my   <:reat-irrand- 


er:  ho  meddled  verv  inno(( 


iitlv   in   th<'  (■i)iicerns  o 


f  V 


N'ow  we  have  eoiiie  back  to  I'oliiinl  !""  c\claimcd  i>cinard. 
Mow  can  1  help  it.  papa?  My  >utreriiiL's  are  intolerable. 
V  make  me  hate  life,  and  di-uu-^t  nie  with  my.-elf.     Well. 

Siiili  an   ilhios  is  not 
reck  of  the  whole 


ii   have  I  done  to  deserve  them! 
■V'-  disordered  health;  it   is  a  complete  w 

ii-i  itiition.  and "" 

"Sin<:  the  national  air  your  ])oor  mother  u<ed  to  sinjz:  it 

11  [)lease  Monsieur  (iodefroid.  I  have  spoken  to  him  of  your 

If."  said  her  father,  evidently  anxious  to  divert  his  dau;,di- 

r"-  mind  from  the  ideas  she  was  followiiiL''  out. 

\;mda  bepan  to  sin^r  in  a   low,  -oft   voi(('  a  hymn   in  the 

tongue,  wliieh  left  (iodefroid  bewildercil  with  aiimira- 


n 

and  sadnr'i 


Th 


is    IlK 
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a  good  (ii'ai 


k..  the  1 


ong- 


'i::iwn  melancholy  tunes  of   Brittany,   is  one  of  lliose  jioetic 

;-  that  linger  in  the  mind   long  aft(>r  being  heard.      As  he 

i-i'-ncd  to  Vanda.  Ciodefr^'id  at   iir.-t   looked  at   her:  but  he 

:'d  not  b(>ar  the  ecstatic  eve-  of  this  remnant  id"  a  woman 
1' 'v  half-crazed,  and  he  gazed  at  some  tassels  that  hung  on 
'■■''.  side  of  tlie  top  of  the  bed. 

■  \li.  ha  I"  said  N'aiida.  laughing  at  (lodefriiid's  evident 
.riosity,  "you  are  wondering  what  those  are  for?" 

"X'anda,  Vanda,  be  calm,  my  child  !  S^e.  here  comes  the 
'  — This,  monsieur,  is  a  very  expensive  contrivance,"  he 
-     :   to  Godefroid.     "My  (laughter  cannot    rai-e  herself,   nor 

I  -he  remain  in  bed  without  its  being  made  and  the  sheets 

lUged.  Those  cords  work  over  pulievs.  and  by  slip[>ing  a 
■' ■  ■  f  of  leather  under  her  and  attaching  it  to  rings  at  the 
•  'iiers  to  those  ropes,  we  can  lift  her  without  fatiguing  her 
■  r  ourselves." 
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"Yop.  [  iiin  carrinl  up — up  I"  .-iinl  N'aiida  dilirioiisly. 

Auf:u>t('  happily  lainc  in  with  a  teapot,  wliuli  hr  si't  nn  ;i 
litth'  tahic,  uIhi-i'  hi'  al-o  phi<ci|  tii''  Srvrcs  tray,  covcrcfl  with 
saii(!\vi(ii('>  and  cake-;.  Then  he  iirnu;.'lit  in  the  cream  ami  hut- 
ter.  Tliis  iii\erte(l  the  ~icl<  woman"-  itiiml  ;  slic  had  heeii  mi 
the  ver;:e  i>{  a'l  attack. 

"Here,  \anda.  i>  .Nathan's  la^t  novel.  If  you  should  lie 
awake  to-iiijrlit.  you  will  have  >omelhin,Lr  to  reail,"" 

" I.ii  I'rrlr  (I)'  P'll.'  'i'hat  will  lie  a  love-story  no  doulii. — 
Aufruste.  what  do  you  think?     I  am  to  liave  a  harinoniiuii !" 

.\iii.'u.~te  raised  his  liead  <piickly,  and  lookeil  stranjzf'ly  at 
his  irrandfather. 

"You  see  liow  f(Uid  he  is  of  his  motlier!"  Vanihi  went  (in 
— "("onio  and  kiss  me.  ilear  ro^nie. — No.  it  is  not  your  jxrand- 
father  that  you  must  thank,  hut  Monsieur  (iodefroid:  our 
kind  neijxhhor  jwoini-es  to  horrow  one  for  me  to-morrow  nieni- 
injr.— What   is  it  like,  nnui^ieur?"' 

tioiK'froid.  at  a  nod  from  the  old  man.  jjave  a  hmji  desrrip- 
tion  of  the  harmonium  wliilo  eiijoyiuir  the  tea  Aufruste  had 
made,  which  was  of  superior  quality  and  delicious  Havor. 

At  ahout  half-past  ten  tlie  visitor  withdrew,  (piite  over- 
powered l)v  the  frantic  -truLTiilc  maintaineil  l)y  the  father  anil 
son.  while  admiri'iir  their  heroism  and  the  jiatience  that 
onahled  them,  day  aftt'r  day.  to  ]>lay  two  eipially  exhausting 
parts. 

''Xow,'"  said  Monsieur  Bernard.  aceompanyinL'  him  to  hi? 
own  door,  "now  yon  know  the  life  1  lead  I  At  every  hour  I 
have  to  endure  the  alarms  of  a  rohher.  on  the  alert  for  overy- 
thinjr.  Out'  word,  one  look  miudit  kill  my  danphtor.  <>ni' 
tov  removed  from  those  shi>  is  accustomed  to  see  about  hor 
would  reveal  everythinsr  to  her.  for  mind  sees  through  walls." 

"Monsieur."  said  (iodefroid.  "on  Monday  Halper.sohn  will 
pronounce  his  opinion  on  yotir  dauiihter,  for  he  i?  at  hmiw 
a<:ain.     I  douht  whether  science  can  restore  her  frame." 

"Oh.  I  do  not  count  upon  it."  sai<l  the  old  man  with  a  sigh. 
"If  they  will  only  make  her  life  endurahle.— 1  trusted  to  your 
tact,  monsieur,  and  I  want  to  thank  vou.  for  vou  understood. 
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\ii !  tlu'  attack  \u\<  v 


onii'  oil .     ( rifil  he,  li.'aririfr  a  scream. 


has  (lone  too  niiich- 


ilr  prcsscil  (JodcTroid's  hand  and  hurried  awav. 

At    cifrht    next    niornin;:    (iodrt'roid    knocked    at    the    fa- 
i-  doctor's  door.      He  was  >houn  \\])  hy  tlie  servant   to  a 


!■  •>!ii  on  the  first  tloor  id"  tl 


le    iKHI-e 


wiiicli  lie  had  had  time 


■  I  xaniiiie  while  \]\o  j>orrer  t'ournl  the  man-servant. 

Happily.  (iodefroiii"s  jmneiuality  haii  >aved  hitn  the  voxa- 

:  id"  waiting:,  as  he  had  liopecj  it  mi;rht.      He  was  evidently 

'ir.-t -coiner,     lie  was  led  throii^'h  a  very  plain  ante-room 

■"  a  lariie  study,  where  he  found  an  old  man  ii:  a  dressinj;- 

wii.   smokiiiLT  a    loiiLT   pipe.      The   dressim:-frown.   of  hlaok 


icen,  was  shinv   with   wear,  a 


nd  < 


ated    from   the  time  of 


)lish  d 


ispersion. 


ou  .' 


aid  the  Jew,  "for  vou  are 


"What  can  1  do  to  serve  v 

;  ill." 

And  he  fixed  (iodefroid  with  a  look  that  had  all  the  sharp 

jiisitiveness  of  the   Polish  .Jew.  eves  which   seem  to  have 


To  (Jodefroid"s  preat   sur[)ri.<e.  Ilalpersohn  was  a  man  of 

■   'v-six,  with   short   how-ici:-  and   a   hroad.  powerful   frame. 

i  :•  re  was  an  Oriental  stamp  ahout  the  man.  and  his  face  must 

■  'Uith  have  heen  ^in^ndarly  handsome:  tlie  remains  showed 

■iiirked  .Jewish   no-e.  as  Ion     and  as  curved  as  a   Damas- 

('- scimitar.     His  forehead  was  iri'.ly  Polish,  hroad  and  loftv. 

i'.kleil  all  over  like  eruni])led  paper,  and  recalling  that  of 

;;  >iiint-.Ioseph  hy  some  oM   Italian   master.      His  eves  were 

-'    -Lrreen.  set   like  a  jiarrotV  in  nuckere(l  L'rav  lids,  and  ex- 

'■  -i\e  of  cunning-  and  avarice  in  the  hi,;:!iest  deirree.      His 

nh.  thin  and  straiirht.  like  a  cut  in  his  face,  lent  this  sin- 

!'  counti'nance  a  crownimr  touch  of  <u^p;ci()Usness. 

Mie    pale,    lean    features — for    Haliiersolin    was    extraor- 

nily  thin — were  crowned  hv  ill-ke|)t  <:ray  hair,  and  jxraced 

!  very  thick,  lonir  heard,  hiack  -freaked  with  white,  that 

half   his   face,  -o  that  otdy   the   forehead  and  eyes,  the 

1     'k-hones.  nose,  and  lips  were  visible. 


i  i 
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iri 


Tliis  miiii.  ii  fiM'iid  of  the  ;iL'il;iti)r  L<'l'\vcl.  wore  a  hlurk 
Vclvi't  (Ml)  lliiit  ciiirii'  (l^^^tl  m  a  |Miiiit  <iii  lii-  fofchcaii  iiiii] 
slxiwi'i!  nil"  ii>  iinHiiw  line.  W'Tlliv  lit'  h'-'inlriMmh'-  lirusli. 

The  iln.-tiJi-.  wliii  >iili-i'i|iii'nt l\  liiM  .iiiii'  ri|ually  faiiioii-  for 
his  tall  nl«  ai:il  lii~  avarici'.  vlar-llcd  ('.ndcl'rnid  Ky  his  i|ii. -. 
liuii,  and  llic  NDiiiiLT  man  a-krd  hiiii^rlf.  "■('an  he  take  nn'  f^r 

11  thief?" 

'Pile    le)i!\     1<1    the  ijUe-tioIl    \\a~  evident    nit    the   duetiir's   taliii' 

and  chiiiiney-iiieee.  (iiidefrnid  hail  fancied  hiins'df  tlie  fir-t- 
roiiKT  he  was  tlie  hi.-t.  His  patients  had  laid  very  iiand-nmi' 
sums  on  the  talih'  and  shelf,  for  (indefroid  saw  pile-  nf 
twentv  and  fnrty-franc  jiieces  and  \\\n  thi)ii>a?iil-frane  iiutiN 
Was  all  this  the  fruit  of  a  sintrlc  niornini:!'  lie  ?reatlv 
douhted  it,  and  ln'  sus])e(ted  an  inirenions  triek.  The  infallil'M 
l)iit  nionevdovini:  doctor  perlr\p-  trie(|  thus  to  eiiconrapc  lii< 
patients'  liherality.  and  to  make  his  rich  clients  hi'licve  tlm! 
he  was  L'iven  hanknoie<  as  if  they  were  curl-papers. 

Moi.-o  IIaI])er<i>hn  was  no  douht  larirely  ])ai(l.  for  he  cun'l 
his  patients,  and  eure(l  them  of  those  very  eompliiints  wliidi 
tlie  profession  jrave  up  in  de-pair.  It  is  very  little  known  in 
Western  Kurope  that  the  Slav  nations  possess  a  store  of  nini- 
ical  secrets.  They  Iiave  a  numher  of  sovereiLMi  remedies  de- 
rived  from  their  intercourse  with  the  Chinese,  the  Persian?, 
the  Cossacks,  the  Turks,  and  the  Tartars.  Some  peasant  wo- 
men, resrarded  as  witches,  hav(>  heen  known  to  cure  hydro- 
phobia completidy  in  Pidainl  with  the  juice  of  certain  plants. 
There  is  amoiiir  those  nations  a  ^'reat  mass  r)f  uneodilied  in- 
formation as  to  the  effects  of  eeriain  plants  an<l  the  powdenM 
l)ark  of  trees,  which  is  handed  down  from  family  to  family, 
and  miraculous  cures  are  etfeeted  there. 

llalpersohn.  who  for  ilve  or  six  years  was  regarded  as  u 
eliarlatan.  with  his  powders  and  mi.xtures.  had  the  innate  in- 
stinct of  a  great  healer.  Not  only  was  he  learned,  he  had  ob- 
Ferved  with  great  eare.  and  had  traveled  all  over  Germany. 
Russia.  I'er-ia,  and  Turkey,  where  he  had  jticked  np  nuah 
traditional  lore;  and  as  he  was  learned  in  chemistry,  he  be- 
came a  living  encyclopedia  of  the  secret?  preserved  by  "the 
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piod  woiiioii,"  as  tlifV  wiTf  lallfd.  tlif  riiiilwivcs  and  "wi»e 
u  TK'ti""  of  every  (iHiiitrv  wlutluT  lu-  had  fnlluwi'd  lii.«i  futluT, 
a  vi.iiidering  trader. 

It  iiiii.-t  nut  lie  >-ii[ipnsed  that  the  scone  in  Riihnrd  in  Pales- 

■  :.■  ,  in  whic'b  Saladm  cures  tlie  Kini:  of  Kiij,dand,  is  pure  tic- 
imn.  Ilalpersohn  has  a  litlh'  >ilk  ha;:,  wliicli  he  soaks  in  water 
!:!l  it  is  faintly  colored,  and  certain  fevers  yieh!  to  this  infii- 

-  11  taken  hy  thi'  patient.  The  virtues  rosidiii;:  in  phiiits  are 
,!irinit(  ly  \anou>.  acmrdinf;  to  him,  and  tlie  most  t.-rrilili' 
!■  iladies  admit  of  cure.  He.  liowever,  like  liis  hmther  physi- 
.  MILS  pauses  sometimes  hefore  the  incomprehen.-ihie.  Halper- 
-!  n  a(hnires  the  invention  of  iK-nueopathv,  less  for  its  med- 

,11  -ystem  than  for  its  therapeutics;  he  was  at  that  tinp-  in 
-inv^pondeiice  witii  )ie<leniiis  of  Dresden.  Chelius  of  Ileidel- 
ii' r;_'.  and   the  other  famou.-  (lernians.  hut   keepinu'  ids  own 
iiand  dark  though  it  was  full  of  discoveries.     He  would  have 
!"  [lupils. 
'ihe  setting  of  this  figure,  which  might  have  stepped  out  of 
•iciiire  hy  Hemhrandt,  vas  ipiite  in  harniuny  witli  it.     Tlie 
-' I'ly.   hung   with   green    ilock   pa[ier.   was   ponrly    furnishi  ' 
■'V:Mi  a  green  divan.     The  carpet,  also  of  moss  green,  vhc 
'';■  thread.      A   large   armchair  coverc(l   with    hiack   leathi 
:'■'!■  ihe  patients,  stood  near  the  windnw.  which  was  hung  with 
::r  -  II  curtains.      The   doctor's   -rat   was   a   study-chair   with 

■  r  :i-^.  in  the  Roman  stylt\  of  mahogany  with  a  green  leather 

-  '  Resides  the  chininey-]iiei  e  and  the  long  tahle  at  which 
:;i  urote,  there  was  in  the  middle  of  the  wall  opposite  the 
;'r  place  a  comninn  iron  chest  supporting  a  clock  of  ^'ienna 

-  Nte,  on  which  stood  a  hronze  ^rrmip  of  Lov(>  sporting  with 
1'    'li.  the  gift  (d'  a  famous  (Ii'rman  sculptor  whom  Ilalper- 

liad.  no  dnuht.  cured.     .\  tazza  hetW( -n  two  "audli^tick- 

.dl    the   (iinameiit   of   the   chimney-shelf.      'l"wo   i)rackei 

-:    ives,  one  at  each  end  of  the  divan.  >ervi'd  to  ])Iace  tri'.vs  on. 

■;: :!   (iodefroiil   noted   that    th'Te  were  silver  howls  on   them, 

•    '.  r-hottles.  ;nid  tahlc-iiapkins. 

i'his  simplicity,  verging  on  harcne--,  -truck  (iodefroid.  who 

everything  in  at  a  glance,  and  he  recovered  his  jiresence 

:  .liind. 


i 


!l 


^ 
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Till:  si:.\MV  sini:  oi'  iiisrouv 


"I  am  |Mifi'(-llv  «.!!.  iii(.ii>iriir.    I  Iuim'  iint  conn-  to  consult 

VOll  niV-cIf,  lillt  oil  iHllillf  of  M  lil<l\    wliolll   \nll  oll-tlt   loll;;  mIkV 

"to  lia\V  .-f<'ii     a  hilly  liviii-  on  lli-'   lioul.vard  du   Moiit-l'ar- 

nassf." 

"Oh  yis,  that  lady  has  M-iit  Ikt  ,-on  to  iiw  >f»»ral  times. 

Well,   liloMsictir.  tell   her  to  i-ollir  to  Mc   iiic'r" 

"Toll  hir  to  (uiiic:'"  (tumI  (iodffroid  itiditrnantly.  "Why. 
iiioiisicur.  ^il.■  cainiui  he  lil'li'd  from  lirr  hcd  to  :i  sofa:  .-lie 
has  to  bo  rais<'(l  hy  straps." 

"You  arc  not  a  doitor!'""  a-kcd  the  Jew.  with  u  sin^riilrtr 
grimace  which  made  his  fare  look  even  more  wicked. 

"If  Haron  dc  Nuciii^^co  sent  to  tell  yon  that  he  was  ill  ami 
to  a.-k  you  to  visit  him.  would  you  reply.  "I'ell  him  to  come  ti> 
me" !'" 

"I  shouM  f,'o  ♦()  him."  said  the  .lew  'rily,  as  ho  spat  into  a 
Dutch  spittoon  made  of  malio;:any  and  tilled  with  saml. 

"^'ou  would  ;:o  to  hiui."  (iodffroid  said  luihlly,  "because 
the  Baron  has  two  millions  a  year,  and "' 

"Xothin;.'  else  has  to  do  with  the  matter.     I  shoidd  l'o." 

"Vcrv  well.  mon>ieur.  you  may  cnme  ami  see  the  lady  on 
the  Houlevard  du  Mont-l'..rnas,-e  for  the  >ame  rea-on.  Th'.iiL'li 
I  have  not  such  a  fortune  as  the  liaroii  ile  N'licin^'cn.  I  am  here 
to  toll  you  that  you  can  name  your  own  price  for  the  cure, 
or,  if  you  fail,  for  your  care  of  her.  1  am  jm  pared  to  pay 
you  in  n<lvance.  But  how  is  it.  mon-ieur.  that  you.  a  Polish 
exile,  a  communist.  I  believe,  will  niake  no  •iacriliee  fur  the 
sake  of  Poland  I  I"or  this  lady  is  the  irrandflatijrhter  of  (icr- 
oral  Tarlovski,  Prinic   Poniatowski's  friend " 

"Monsieur,  you  came  to  a^k  me  to  prescrihe  for  this  lady 
and  not  to  <:ive  me  your  adviie.  In  Pnland  I  am  a  Pole;  ir 
Paris  a  Parisian.  Kverv  one  does  L'ood  in  h\<  own  way.  am: 
you  may  believe  me  when  i  tell  you  tha'  the  L'rced  attribute) 
to  me  iias  it.s  ^'ood  reasons.  The  lumicy  I  accumulate  ha: 
its  u.ses:  it  is  sacred.  I  <v]\  hejilth;  rich  persons  can  pay  foi 
it,  and  1  make  tliem  buy  it.  The  ].nor  have  their  physiciar,;; 
—  If  1  had  no  aim  in  view.  1  should  not  piacti.^e  medicine 
I  live  soiierly,  and  I  >i)end  my  time  in  ruirhing  from  oue  to  an 


Tin:  si:amn  sii>i:  uc  msnufv 


r :  I  am  l»v  niitiii 


(•  la/v.  iiiK 


i  I  ii>.'.l  t. 


iriitilcr.    V<>u 


ilr.iw  \iinr  nwn  i  ntu  |ii-i<.n-.  voiinj,'  iim  i  ! — i  mi  iiro  not 

■1   i'llnlli;ll    III   jllil'.'r    I  l|r   JlL'i'll  !" 
(  ri.ihfrdii!    ki  |it     .-ilrlKC. 

Vi'U  |i\,.  uith  i'm'  i;raiiili!;iiii.'lii''i  nf  till'  fni.lliiir'lv  soldier 
liail   MM  cuiiraL'i'  lait    for  (i;,'litin^',  ami   uho  iM'travcd  liis 
nitrv  to  <  ■atlirnru'   1 1.  ?" 
"Vc-.  riioii-iciir."" 
'■'I'lwn  !»■  at  lioriH' 


on   .Mon<la\    at   tlin 


•lock. 


I  h 


saiil   111' 


iiiLT  down  lii>  pipe  and  takinir  up  hi-  iiotihook.  in  which  ho 

!  ■  a  few  W(inU.     '•When  I  call,  yoii  will  please  to  pay  nio 

■  ■  Inindreil  franco;  then,  if  I  ii.id'Tlake  to  cure  her.  you  will 

■:'•  ?n('  a  thou-iand  crowii>. —  I  ha\c  hcen  toM."  he  went  on, 

•lai  the  lady  i-  ~hnink 

is  a  case,  nion-jei 


en  a»  11  .-In 


had  fallen  in  the  firo. 


•It 


ir,  if  you  will  helieve  the  first  phy?i- 
Il^  of  I'ari-.  of  iiii'Vdii-  di-easi'.  with  syrnfitonis  so  ctrnnpo 


)f  I 

till  no  one  can  iniai/ine  tliein  who  has  not  seen  tl 


letn. 


A 


I.     \iv-,     tlou 


liter  the  details  u'iven  me  Itv  that 


tile 


M 


ow. 


ill  to-r     now.  nion-ieur. 


(iodefroifl  left  with  a  how  to  thi«  siii'.Milar  and  cxtraonlinarv 


I'  :in. 


T! 


lere   wa»   iiothin;:  ahout   liiiii   to  >]\n\v  or  siiptrest   a 


lical  man.  not  e\er'   in  iha;   liare  consul tinfr-ro< 
niilv  article  o'  furniture  itiat   wa^  at  all  rema 
rtiiiiderous  chot.  made  hv  Iluret  or  Fichet. 


)m.  wtien 


rkahl 


0  was 


;i^<ai:i'   Vivienne  in  time  to  pur- 
fore  the  >liop  was  shut,  and 


'.odefroid    reached    the   1' 
M-c  a  sfileiidid    hai'tnoiiiiiiii   1" 

de-;patched   It    ffu-thwilh   to   Monsieur   I?ernard.  whoso  ad- 
"'   s  he  pive. 

'riieii   he  went   to  the   Rue  ( 'hanoine»~e,  passinir  alon<r  tho 

ped  still  to  find  a  hooksellor's 


II  des  AuL'uslin*.  w 


lere  he   l|i> 


-■  "p  open:  he  was.  in  t'aci.  so  fortunate,  and  hail  a  lonL'  con- 

\     -ation  on  the  cost  of  law-hooks,  with  the  clerk  in  cltarpo. 

lie    found    Madame   de    la    Chanterie  and    her   friend   just 

'    ':!e  in  from  liiirli  mass,  and  he  answered  her  first  innuirinjj 


ire  with  a  -iLrtiificai'I  shake. 

\iid  our  dear  l'"atlier  Alain  is  not  with  vou 

lie  will  not  hi'  In 


1  h* 


;aHi  ne 


re  till-  Sunday,""  replied  Madame  de  la 


I! 
i 

! 

1 1 


^m 


i* 
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Til?:  SHAMY  Sim-;  oi'  iiisioitv 


Chiinterio.     '"Ydu  will  not  flinl  Imn  lurr  til!  tili^i  flay  wci'k. 
lUili'ss  voii  go  to  till'  place  wiicrc  voii  know  you  can  moct  him," 

"Madanio,"  saiil  (lodcfroiil.  in  an  nmlcrtonf,  '"'you  know  I 
am  lo.-s  afraid  of  liiin  than  of  those  ^'iit'cnicn.  and  I  intends] 
to  (onfcs.*  to  liiin." 

''And  I ':" 

''Oh.  yon — 1  will  tell  you  ovorythiii<:,  for  T  have  many 
thini,'s  to  sav  to  von.  .\s  a  lM',L,'innin,>r,  1  have  eome  upon  tlir 
most  extraordinary  ca-^e  of  destitution,  the  stranp'st  union  of 
poverlv  and  luxury,  and  iignre>  of  a  suhlimity  which  outd".'> 
tlie  inv<iitions  of  our  most  adiniri'd  romani'ers." 

'•X.iture,  and  e.~peeially  moral  nature,  is  always  as  far  ahovp 
art  as  (Jod  is  ahoM'  Hi.-  creatures.  I'ut  lonie."  said  Madanif 
do  la  Chanlerie.  "and  tell  mo  all  ahout  you,'  expedition  into 
the  unknown  lands  where  you  made  your  fuvr  venture." 

Monsieur  Nicolas  and  Mon>ieur  .loseph- -for  the  Alihe  d" 
Veze  had  renuiined  for  a  few  inmutes  at  N'otre-name — left 
Mailame  de  la  Chanterie  alone  with  (Jodefroid:  and  he.  fresh 
from  Mie  emotions  he  had  gone  thmuuh  the  dav  liefore.  re- 
late(l  everv  detail  with  tin'  intensity,  the  Gesticulation,  and  the 
oa<,'erness  that  come  of  the  fir-t  lmpve^-i^n  jiroiiuced  hy  sucli 
a  scene  and  its  accessoi'irs  (d'  nii'U  and  thiiiL^s  lie  had  a  siie- 
eess  too;  fur  .Madame  de  la  Chanterie,  calm  and  LTcntle  as  she 
was,  and  accustonH'd  to  look  into  LTulf-  of  suiferiuL'.  shed  tears. 

'"Vou  did  ri,i:ht."'  said  siie.  "to  .--end  the  harmonium." 

"I  wish  I  eoidd  have  done  much  more."  replied  (Jodefmid. 
"since  this  is  th('  iir>T  family  throuirh  whom  I  have  known  the 
pleasures  of  charity:  I  want  to  secure  to  'he  T'.o])le  old  man 
the  chief  part  of  the  profit.-  on  his  <:reat  work.  I  do  not  kn'>\v 
whether  vou  have  enon.trh  contideiiee  in  nie  to  ciiahle  n\v  to  un- 
dertake s\icli  a  husine--.  I'rom  llie  int'ormaiion  I  have 
gained,  it  wo\dd  co^t  ahout  nine  thou-and  fi-ane-  to  hring  "Ut 
an  edition  of  jifieeti  hundred  i  )pies.  an.d  their  lowest  selling 
value  woidd  lie  twenlv-four  thou-aml  francs.  .\s  we  must, 
in  the  first  instance.  ])ay  olf  the  three  thou-and  and  oild  franc? 
thai  have  heeii  ad\anc<d  on  the  manu.-cript,  we  .-hould  liave 
to  r]>k  twelve  thousand  francs. 
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■■<)h,  madaine  I  il'  you  could  but  iiiia;,niie  liow  bitterly,  as  I 

,  ic  my  way  hither  fruiii   lin'  <^hiai  de-;  Auf,ni>tiiis,   I   rued 

I  iiig  so  foolishly  wasted  my  little  fortune.     The  (leiiids  of 

!ity  a])penred  to  me,  a>  it   were,  and  filled  me  with  the 

•  V  of  a  neophyte:  I  desire  to  niiouiiee  the  world,  to  live 

•    life  of  these  gentlemen,  and  to  be  worthy  of  vou.    Manv 

'iiiir  during  the  past  two  days  have  I  Ijlcsscd  the  ehanee  that 

!;,uht  me  to  your  hou>e.     1  will  obey  you  in  every  particular 

\ou  judge  me  worthy  to  join  the  brotherhood." 

Well,"  said  Maditme  de  la  Chanterie  very  seriously,  after 

. •  w  minute.*  of  ri'lleelion.  ••listen  to  me,  1  have  important 

":gs  to  .siy  to  you.      ^'ou   have  been   fascinated,  my  dear 

. .  l)y  the  poetry  of  misfortune.     Yes,  misfortune  often  has 

;i'Mtry  of  its  own:  for,  to  me,  poetry  is  a  certain  exaltation 

f-eling,  and  suffering  is  feeling.     We  live  so  much  through 

iliTingl"' 

■■"les,  madanie,  I  was  captured  by  the  demon  of  curiosity. 

iv  could  1  help  it  I     I  have  not  yet  acquired  the  habit  of 

II,::  into  the  heart  of  these  unfortunate  lives,  and  I  cannot 

"lit  with  the  calm  resolution  of  your  three  pious  f^oldiers 

■iie  Lord.     Ihn  I  may  tell  you,  it  was  not  till  1  had  quelled 

-  m'itement  that  I  devoted  myself  to  your  work." 

Listen,  my  very  dear  son,"  said  Madame  de  la  Chanterie, 

Mg    the    words    with    a    saintly    sweetness    which    deejilv 

.lied   (Jodefroid,  '"we  have  forl)idden  ourselves  absolutely 

■id  this  is  no  exaggeration,  for  we  do  not  allow  ourselves 

II  to  think  of  what  is  forbidden — we  have  forbidden  our- 

'  -  cv(>r  to  end)ark  in  a  sjH'culation.     T(^  print  a  book  for 

.  and  looking  for  a  n^turn,  is  business,  and  any  transac- 

"f  that  kind  would  involve  us  in  the  ditficulties  of  trade. 

f  sure,  it  looks  in  this  case  very  feasible,  and  even  neces- 

l)o  you  suppo.se  that  it  is  the  first  instance  of  the  kind 

has  come  liefore  u??     Twenty  times,  a  hundred  times, 

'lave  seen  how  a  family,  a  concern,  could  be  saved.     But, 

'i.  what  should   we   ha\e  become  in   undertaking  matters 

:iis  kind?     We  >hould  be  dimply  a  trading  ilrm.     To  be  a 

I'Uig  partner  with  the  unfortunate  is  not  work;  it  is  only 

12 


178 


TIIK  S1:A.MY  SIDIO  Ol"  lilSTOUY 


helping  misfortune  to  work.  In  a  l\w  day.s  you  may  iiieut 
with  u'vou  liardcr  cast's  than  this;  will  you  do  the  6nmc  thing? 
You  wouhl  be  overwlieltned. 

"Kenioniber,  for  one  tllin^^  that  the  house  of  Mongenod,  for 
a  year  past,  has  eea>ed  to  keep  <iur  a(vuunl>.  <^iile  half  nf 
vour  time  will  be  taken  up  by  keeping  our  bonk.-.  There  ar.\ 
at  this  time,  nearly  two  iiiou.-and  per-oiis  m  our  debt  in  I'ari-; 
and  of  tliose  who  may  repay  u.-.  at  any  rate,  h  is  ntee>^an 
that  we  should  cheek  the  amounts  they  owe  us.  We  never  sue 
—we  wait.  We  calculate  that  hn\\'  of  the  money  given  out  i- 
lost.     The  other  half  sometimes  rcturu.-  doubled. 

"Xow,  i^uppose  this  lawyer  were  to  die.  the  twelve  thousand 
francs   would   be   badly   inv(.-trd:      I'.ui    if   lii>   daughter  re- 
covers, if  his  grandson  doe.-:  well,  if  be  oiic  day  gets  anntlier 
a])i)ointment— t:    a,  if  he  lia>  any  ,-en,~e  of  liouor.  he  will  n- 
member  the  debt,  and  return  iIh'  fund.-  of  ibe  i)oor  with  in- 
terest.    Do  you  know  that  more  liian  one  family,  raised  froia 
poverty  and  started   by   us  on  the  road   to   fortune  by  con- 
siderable loans  without  interest,  has  saved  for  the  poor  and  n- 
turned  us  sums  of  double  and  someiinics  treble  the  amouiii  r 
"This  is  our  only  form  <d'  >peculation. 
"In  the  first  place,  as  to  this  vi\>v  which  interest.-  you.  and 
ought  to  interest  yoi'.  considtT  that  tlir  sale  of  the  lawyers 
book  depends  on  its  merits:  have  you  read  it?     Then,  even  if 
the   work   is  e.xcellent.   how    many   e.xccllcnt   books   have  re- 
mained two  or  thive  u'ai.-  ullhoui  aidiieving  the  success  thcv 
deserved.     IIov;  many  a  wreath  is  laid  on  a  tomb  I     And.  ar 
I  know,  publishers  ha\e  ways  of  driving  bargains  and  takin- 
their  charges,  which  make  the  bu.-ine-s  one  of  the  most  risk) 
and  the  most  dinicult  to  di^'iitaiigle  of  all  in  Paris.    Monsiciii 
Nicolas  can  tell  you  about   these  diirKultio.  inherent  in  tin 
f  book-making.     So.  voii  -ce.  we  are  prudent ;  we  liavt 
kind  of  niir-ery.  a-  of  every  brain-! 
of  trade,  for  we  have  long  Imvu  studying  I'ar^s.     The  ,Moii:.t 
nods  give  us  much  h«dp;  they  aiv  a  light   to  (nir  path.  ;in( 
through  them  we  know  that   \hr  liank  of   France  is  alwav 
suspicious  of  the  book-trado.  tliougli  it  is  a  noble  trade— bu 
it  is  liadlv  conducted. 


nature  ot  oooh 

ani]>lo  experience  of  e\cry 
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!lll 


As  to  the  four  thousand  friiucs  iict'dcil  to  i?avp  this  noblo 

)f  iiidi^fiuc.   1   will   <Mve  vou   the 


Iv   f 


roiii   I  lie  horroi-; 


•llfV 


decent i 


for  the   poor  l)(iy  and    his   iriamifatht  r  must  he   fed 


V  (ire.--e( 


1.— T 


lei'e  are  .-orruu': 


iniserie 


\voun( 


•h  we  bind  up  at  onee  witlimit   nKiiiiriii;:  who  it  is  that 


ire  heljtinu";  reliirion,  honor,  eharaeter. 


hut  as 


are  not   impiired 


■oon  as  it  is  a  ease  of  lendini:  the  nioiiev  Indonfj- 


lo  the  [loor  to  assist  the  unfortunati 


rrn  of  indu>trv  or  trade,  t' 


e  under  the  more  active 


are  as  rii^id  as  the  i 


len  we  re(|Uire  some  jruarantee. 


IKineV- 


■n(ler> 


f 


or  a 


11  h 


evond 


-  inunediate  relief,  he  satislied  with  (indin?  the  most  hone<t 


her  for  the  old  man's  h' 


This  is  a  nuitter  for  Mon- 


X  icol; 


i>  ae()uainted  witli  lawyers  and  jirofessors 


ithors  of  w(U'ks  in  jurisprudence;  next  Saturday  he  wi 


)U 


bt. 


pre])are(l  with  some  jrood  advice  for  vou. 


i'x-  ea>y  :  the  dillicidty  will  he  ij^ot  over  if  possible.  At  the 
!'•  time,  it  mi<.dit  be  well  if  Mon-ieur  Nicolas  could  read 
tnauistrateV  book;  if  you  can  persuade  him  to  lend  it." 
Mid<'froid  was  amazed  at  this  woman's  .<(iund  sense,  for 
liad  believed  her  to  be  animated  solelv  bv  the  spirit  of 
lity.     lie  knelt  on  one  knee  and  kissed  one  of  her  beauti- 


iiam 


Is. 


avinir: 


Then  you  are  Reason  tool" 
"In  our  work  we  have  to  be  evorythinjr,"  said  she,  with  the 
ndiar  cheerfulness  of  a  true  saint. 
There  was  a  brief  silence,  broken  bv  Godefroid,  who  ex- 

-limed : 

"Two  thousand  debtors,  did  you  say.  madame?    Two  thou- 

'  !  accounts  I     It  is  tremendous!" 

•  i"wo  thousand  accounts,  which   may  lead,  as  I  have  told 

;.  to  our  beiiiir  '-fpaid  from  the  delicate  honor  of  the  bor- 

■rs.    Hut  there  are  three  thousand  mor(^ — families  who  will 


•r  makt>  us  anv  return   but   in  thaiik.v     Thu 


I  hav( 


i  you.  we  feel  that  it  is  necessary  to  keep  books;  and  if 
r  secrecy  is  above  suspicion,  you  will  be  our  financial 
'  ie.  We  ousrht  to  keep  a  day-l)ook.  a  ledger,  a  book  of  cur- 
■  expenses,  and  a  cash-book.     Of  course,  w^  liave  receipts. 
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notis  (if  hand,  l)Ut  il  taiM-;  a  jxrcat  di  ;il  <>(  time  to  look  i'.ir 
them Here  come  tlie  ^'cntlenuii." 

tJodefroiil.  at  !ir,-t  .-eriniis  and  thuuuhtful.  took  little  part 
in  the  conversation;  lie  was  bewildered  ijy  the  revehition  Ma- 
dame de  la  Chanterie  luid  juA  im]uirleil  to  hiiu  in  a  way  whiih 
sliowed  that  she  meant  it  to  hf  the  rcwani  of  his  zeal. 

"Two  thousand  families  in<lrljti'd  to  us!"  said  he  to  him- 
self. "Wiiv.  if  tliey  all  cost  as  much  as  .Monsieur  Bernard  win 
cost  us,  we  must  iiave  millions  sown  broadcast  in  Paris  I" 

This  n  lection  was  one  of  the  last  prompting's  of  th.' 
worldly  s]>irit  which  was  fa^t  dyin,<:  out  in  (iodefroid.  As 
he  thoufrht  '.he  matter  over,  he  understood  that  the  united  for- 
tunes of  Madame  de  la  Chanterie  of  Mc-.-ieurs  Alain,  Nico- 
las, Joseph,  ana  .Tudc-e  rojiinot,  with  the  trifts  collected  hy  the 
Abhe  de  Veze.  an<l  the  loans  from  the  Moniieno:!-.  must  liavi' 
produced  a  considcnd)le  capital  :  also,  that  in  twelve  or  fif- 
teen years  this  capital,  with  the  interest  paid  on  it  hy  ''oso 
who  had  .chown  their  jjjratitude.  must  hav(>  increased  .ikc  a 
snowball,  since  the  charitable  bidders  to.ik  nothini^  fro.ii  it. 
Bv  decrees  he  beiran  to  see  clearly  how  the  immense  affair  was 
managed,  and  his  wish  to  co-operate  was  increa.-ed. 

At  nine  o'clock  he  was  altout  to  return  on  foot  to  the 
Boulevard  du  Mont-rarnasse ;  but  Madame  de  la  Chanterie 
distrustful  of  so  lonely  a  nei.Lddiorhood,  insisted  on  his  takina 
a  cab.  As  he  pot  out  of  the  vehicle,  thnujrb  the  shutters  won 
so  closclv  fastened  that  not  a  jrleam  of  li.irht  wa~  visible,  Oode- 
froid  heard  the  soiinds  nt'  tlv  instrument:  and  .Nuiniste,  wlio 
no  doul)t,  was  watchinu  fur  C.odefroid's  return,  half  openoi 
the  door  on  the  landini:.  and  said: 

'"Mamma  would  very  much  like  to  see  you.  and  my  grand 
father  !ieir>  you  will  take  a  cup  of  tea."" 

Godefroid  went  in  and  found  the  invalid  transfi>rured  h] 
the  jdeasnre  of  the  music:  her  face  beamed  and  her  eyci 
sparkled  like  diamonds. 

'•J  otiulit  to  have  waited  for  you,  to  let  you  hear  the  firs 
chords;  i-"t  1  ilew  at  ihi-  little  or^ran  as  a  hungrv  '^an  rushe 
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IV]  ,1  hanqnf't.     I>ut  yon  have  a  >oul  ti>  midcristand 
k"'U'  f  ail!  for'Mvcn." 


ino,  anri 


1  r 


\  .imla  ma  li'  a  siizn  ti^  her  .-mi.  ulio  plarcd  liiiiisclf  where 


press  llu'  pedal  tliat  supplied  the  interior  r. 


f  the 


in- 


iiiii'iit  «ith  wind:  ami.  with  h'T  fves  raised  to  heaven  like 


'I    Cceilia.   I 


lie   imalid,  \\h (),-('  hands  liail   for  a   time  ro- 


ivd  their  ^trciiuth  and  a:.'ility,  performed  some  variatinn.s 
'e  prayer  in  Mosr  which  lier  son  lia<l  !ioii;:ht  for  Iier.  She 
i-omjioK'd  them  in  a  h"'  liuurs,  (iodefroid  di>eerned  in 
;i    talmt    i<li'nti(al    with    that    of   Cliopin.     It    was   a  soul 


-tiiiLT   itM  If   hv   d 
\    prcdominateil 
Moiisini 


iMiii'  .-ounds   111   wlucli   >weet   iiielan- 


r  Hcrnard  irri'cted  (iodefroid  with  a   louk  cxpress- 

a  sentiment  lonp-  -imc  in  alicvance.     If  the  tears  had  not 

11   for  ever  drietl  up  in  the  old  man  -lurehed  hy  so  many 

■•■  sorrows,  his  eves  would  at  this  moment  have  been  wet. 


!  he   o 


ill-   d; 


Id  lawyer  was  liiiLierinLr  his  snutl'-hox  and  gazing  at 


luirhter  v.itli   uniitteral)le  rapti 


ire. 


o-iiiorrow,    iiiadame 


aid    <iodid'roid.   when   the    music 


ceased,  "vour  fate  will   he  .-ealcd.   for   I   hav 


e  if()o(i  news 


\ou. 


The  famous  Halper-ohn  will  come  at  three  o'clock. 

-  \iid  lie  has  pronii>ed."  he  added  in  Monsieur  Bernard's  ear, 

•■•  '  'ill  me  the  truth." 

i  lie  old  man  rose,  and  takinir  (iodefroid  hy  the  hand,  led 
'  :   into  a  corner  of  the  room  near  the  fireplace.     He  was 

tr.  inhling. 
'What  a  night  lies  hefore  me!     It  is  the  final  sentence!" 

--'  '?  he  in  a  whisper.     "Mv  dauirhtcr  will  he  cured  or  con- 

.i-lMied!" 

i  :ike  courage."  said  (iodefroid.  '"and  after  tea  come  to  my 


ease  playing,  my  child."  said  Mon-ieiir  Bernard;  "vou 
I'ring  on  an  ailack.  Such  an  e,\yH.-iiditure  of  strength 
'ii'  followed  hy  a  react  inn." 

made  .\ugu-te  reiiioNc  the  instrument,  and  brought  his 
.  iicr  her  cup  <if  tea  with  the  coaxing  ways  of  a  nurse  wiio 
-  to  anticipate  the  impatience  of  a  baby. 


I 


h 


mi 
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"And  what  is  tliis  doctor  like?"  asked  she,  already  diverted 
by  the  prospect  ..f  seeiiijr  a  straiijrt'r. 

Vaiida,  like  all  prisoners,  was  consumed  liy  curiosity.  \\  hen 
the  physical  :-yinptoiiis  nt'  her  complaint  jjave  her  some  respite. 
they  seemed  to  develop  in  her  mind,  and  then  she  had  the 
stran<:est  whims  and  violent  caprices.  She  wanted  to  see  R..- 
sini,  and  cried  hecau.-e  Ikt  father,  whr  could,  she  imagined, 
do  cverythinfr,  assured  her  he  could  not  hrinj,'  him. 

(Jodefroid  jrave  her  a  minute  description  «d'  the  Jewish 
physician  and  his  conMiltin.u'-rooni.  for  sln"  knew  nothini:  of 
the  steps  taken  liy  her  fatlier.  Monsieur  liiTnard  had  en- 
joined silence  on  his  j.'randson  as  to  his  visits  to  nalpers<,lin: 
he  had  so  much  feared  to  excite  ho])es  which  miulit  not  !)>• 
realized.  Vanda  seemed  to  han^'  on  the  words  that  fell  from 
Godefroid"s  lips;  she  was  j-pellhound  and  almost  crazy,  so 
ardent  did  her  desire  hcrome  to  see  the  stran,-:''  I'olc. 

"Poland  has  |)roduced  many  sinirular  and  mysterious 
figures,""  said  the  old  lawyer,  "dust  now.  f..r  in>tance,  beside^ 
this  doctor  there  is  lloene  Vronski  the  mathetnatician  ami 
seer,  Mickievic/,  the  poet,  the  inspired  'I'ovian-ki.  and  Chopin 
with  his  superhuman  talent,  (ireat  national  a.L'itations  al- 
ways pr'"!ace  these  cripplc'l  giants."" 

"Oh.  mv  dear  papa,  what  a  mati  you  are!  If  yon  were  tc 
A-rite  down  all  that  we  hear  you  say  simply  to  entertain  mo 
you  would  make  a  fortune  1  For,  would  y<ni  hi'lieve  me.  men 
"sienr,  mv  kind  ohl  father  invents  tale-  fnr  me  when  1 
have  no  more  novels  to  read,  and  .'^o  sends  me  to  sleep.  Hi^ 
voice  lulls  nie.  and  he  often  soothes  my  pain  with  iii.-  cl.v.r 
nesp.  Who  will  ever  repay  him  "r— .\nguste.  mv  dear  hoy.  yoi 
ought  to  kiss  your  grandfather"s  footprints  fur  me.  " 

'i'he  vouth  lodked  at  hi>  motle-r  with  his  tine  eyes  full  o 
tears;  and  that  look,  overllowing  with  long  ivprosed  com 
passion,  was  a  poem  in  itself,  (iodefroid  rose,  took  .\uguste 
hand,  and  pressed  it  warmly. 

"(Jod  has  given  you  two  angels  for  your  companions,  ma 
dame!"  he  exclaimed. 

"Indeed  I  know  it.     .\nd  i  blame  myself  for  so  often  pro 
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1R3 


iinjr 


th 


oni. 


Conic,  (leiir  Ati;:u.-tc.  and   kiss  vour  mother. 


i-  ii  son,  monsieur,  of  uliom  aiiv 


mother  woiiM 


be 


IS  as  ^ood  as  ;:o](l,  (amlid 
iT  too  imj)assioiicd  ereaturt 


[)rou( 
hut 
his  manniia.     (;od  h; 


a   .-nil!   without   sm; 


ill 


ts 


me  to  mv 


bed  Id  |)n,-cr\e  me  perhaps  from  the  f 


tiave  too  iiiueli  heart 


lie  e 


oiiie.s 
nded 


!ifii  e<)mniit— when  ihev 
li  a  smile. 

Hidcfroid  -miled  in  reply  and  bowed  <:f)od-nii:ht. 
■liood-ni^dit,  monsieur:  and  be  sure  to  thank  your  friend 
'le  has  made  a  poor  (•rip[)le  very  iia-ipv."" 


Monsieur, 


aid  ( 


nilclroli 


I  \vl 


leii  lie  was  in  his  room-:,  alone 


M 


on^ 


ur  Bernard,  who  had   f:illowed  him.  '"I  think  I 


promise  you  that  you 


iiai 


not  be  robbed  bv  those  three 


;  iipers.     I  can  get  the  re(iiiired  sum,  but  you  mu-t  place  the 

'"TS  proving--  the  loan  in  iiiv  hands.      If  1  am  to  do  anythinj^j 

■  iv.  you  should  allow  me  to  have  your  book — not  to  read 

!.-'lf.  for  I   am  not  learneil  enoimh  to  jud<:e  of  it.  but  to 

r.  ad  by  an  old  lawyer  I  know,  a  man  of  unimpeachable  in- 

.rity,  who  will  undertake,  accordinfr  to  the  eharaeter  of  the 

rK.  to  find  a  res|)i'etable  firm  with  wiiom  you  mav  deal  on 

,  litable  terms. — On  this,  however.  I  do  not  insist. 

"Meanwhile,  here  are  five   hundred   franes,"  he  went  on. 

'■  rmir  a  note  to  the  astonished  lawyer,  "to  supplv  vour  more 

!•  -infr  wants.     I  a.sk  for  no  receipt  :  you  will  be  indei)ted 

;  no  evidence  but  that  of  your  coiiscience.  and  your  eon- 

:  lice  may  lie  silent  till  you  liave  to  some  extent  recovered 

^ir-elf. — I   will   settle   with    Tfalpcrsohn." 

iUit  who  are  you?"'  asked  the  old  man,  sinkinjr  on  to  a 


'!.'■  replied  (iodefroid.  "am  iinljody,  but  I  serve  certain 
■'  rful  persons  to  whom  your  necessities  are  now  made 
'  All.  and  who  take  an  interc-t  in  you. — Ask  no  more." 

■  \iid  what  motive  can  these  persons  have ?" 

ii'i'li;:ion,  monsieur."  replied  (Jodefroid. 

'!-  it  possible!' — Helitrioii  I" 
^'|■>,  the  Catholic.  Apostolic.  Roman  reliirion." 

■  Then  you  are  of  the  OrdiT  of  Jesus?" 

So.  monsieur,"  said  < iodefroid.     "Be  pcrfecth  easy.     No 
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i  i 
-  1 


ii£: 


ono  has  aiiv  di'^i^rii  oii  voii  Iicmiii-!  t'nat  i>i  lH'l[iiJi^'  you  ani 
rt'storiiij,'  your  family  to  foiiii'nrt."" 

"('■  I  plulantliropy  thou  wear  any  ;:iiise  liut  that  o 
vanity?" 

"Xay.  monsieur,  do  not  insult  holy  Catholic  Charity,  th 
virtue  "(l"s<TiliiMl  hy  Saint    Paul  !""  <rir.l  (Jodcfroid  caircrlv. 

At  this  n-ply  Monsieur  IV'inard  hc;.'an  to  stride  up  in 
down  the  room. 

"I  accept!"  he  suddenly  said.  ".\nd  I  ha\e  hut  one  wav  n 
showin-r  my  },'ratitudt — that  i,-.  !iy  intrusiin;:  you  with  in 
work.  The  notes  and  (piotatioii-  are  unnecessary  to  a  lawvir 
and  I  have,  as  I  told  you,  two  months"  work  before  mo  yet  i 
copyinj,'  them  out. — To-morrow  then."  and  he  sliook  hand 
with  (iodcfroid. 

"Can  1  have  etfeeted  a  conversion!'"  thouirlit  Codefroic 
struck  hy  ttie  new  (  \prossion  he  saw  on  the  old  man's  face  a 
he  had  last  spoken. 

\e\t  (hiy,  at  three  o'clock,  a  hackney  coaeh  ^topped  at  tl' 
tloor,  and  )ut  stepped  Halpt'rsohn.  huried  in  a  vast  hearski 
coat.  The  cold  had  increased  in  the  course  of  the  niirhl.  in 
the  thermometer  stood  at  ten  dcLn-ees  'below  freezing. 

The  Jewish  doctor  luirrnwly  thmiLdi  furtively  examined  l! 
room  in  which  his  visitor  of  yoterday  received  him.  am'  ''onh 
froid  detected  a  jzleam  of  suspicion  sparkliiiL'  in  his  i  w  lit 
the  point  of  a  dair.L'er.  Tliis  swift  flash  of  doifht  !:a  -e  Oodi 
froid  an  internal  eiull  :  he  heuan  to  tliiiik  that  this  man  woul 
be  merciless  in  his  money  dealinirs;  and  it  is  so  natural  1 
tliink  of  ^'onius  as  allied  to  <roodness,  that  this  pive  him  a 
impulse  of  disi^usr. 

"^^onsieur."  said  he.  "I  perr.MVe  that  the  plainness  of  n 
h)dfrinf:s  arouses  your  unea-iness;  so  you  will  not  he  surpri-^i 
at  mv  manner  of  proceediiiLr.  Here  are  your  two  liundn 
francs,  and  here,  you  see,  are  three  notes  for  a  thousand  fran^ 
each" — am'  he  drew  out  the  imtcs  wlii.-h  Madame  de  la  Chai 
terie  liail  irivcii  him  to  redeem  Monsieur  Bernard's  mam 
script.  "'If  vou  have  anv  further  doubts  as  to  my  solvenc 
I  may  refer  you,  as  a  guarantee  for  the  carrying  out  of  ir 
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ii<ro,  to  Mo-rs.  Mn!i;;ono(l  the  Imiikcr.-.  lUw  ilc  la  Victoiro." 
"I    know   thciii,"   siiiil    lliiliuTr-olm.   slipimi;.'   the   ten   jrold 


into  his  [iiic 


vti. 


'And  he  will  ;.'i»  tliriv!"  th<)iii:l)t  (Jodofrnid. 

And  where  does  the  sick  hidy  live?"  a^ke(]  the  doctor,  ris- 

,  :is  a  man  who  knows  the  value  of  time. 

Come  thi>  way,  monsieur."  said  (iodel'mid,  ^oiiij:  first  to 
■  A   him  the  wav. 


le  dew   (■a>t    a    .-Iin>wd    and   scrutini;^ini:   L'la 


nee   on 


the 


!n>  he  went  throuj:h.  for  lie  had  the  eye  ot'  a  spy;  and  he 

!~  aide  to  see  the  miMTV  of  pnverty  thnniLrh  the  door  into 
M-ri'-ieur  Heniard's  hedroom,   fi.r.  uiduekily.   Monsieur  Ber- 

!  1  hail  ju.-t  i n  puttinj^  on  tho  dress  in  wliieh  he  always 

-:  \M(1  himself  t'>  his  dau'-diter.  and  in  his  hasto  to  admit  his 
.    iiiirs  he  left  the  duor  of  his  k'/nin  1  ajar. 

lie  bowed  with  dif^nity  to  llalpersolm,  and  s  )ftly  opened 
:.  -  daii^rhter's  hedronm  dooi-. 

■"\'anda,  my  dear,  here  is  the  doctor,"  he  said. 


lie  stood  a>ide  In  Kt    Ilalper.-idm  j 


ia,-s.  still  wrapfied  in  his 


oom,  whicl 


lie  Jew  was  surprised  at  the  splendor  of  this  i 
;his  part  of  the  town  M'eined  anomalon>:  hut   his  aston- 
iient  was  of  no  Ion;:  duration,  for  he  had  often  se<Mi  in  tlie 


W  .  ,  ■  u 


of  (ierman  and  Polish  .lew 


s  .-i  similar  disen 


■pane} 


1)0- 


the  display  nf  extreme  p>'nui'y  and  concealed  wealth. 
walkiiiLT  from  tin   dimr  t'l  the  l>ed  he  never  took  hi>  eves 


sufferer;  and  when  he  stood  hv  her  side,  he  said  to  her 


I'olish 


'  re  \ou  a 


Pole 


"I   am  not;  my  mother  was."' 

Whom  did  vour  ^'rand father,  General  Tarlovski,  marrv?' 
•\  Pole." 

'  U'  what  province?" 
"  \  Sobolevska  of   !'in-.]<." 
'iood. — And  this  ^■entlenian  is  your  father?" 
Ves,  monsieur." 
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"Monsieur,"  >aiil  llaliicivMhii.  "i.-  vour  wife " 

"She  is  (lead."  re|ilie(i  Moii.-ieiir  Htriiai<l. 

"Was  ^lle  .•\(i--i\iiy  fait!'"  siui  lIal|HT.-c.!ni,  with  some  im- 
patience at  tin-  iiileirii|itinii. 

"Here  is  a  jMiMiait  <<(  her,"  replieil  Mun-iciir  Bernard,  l.ik- 
in^  (h(wn  a  liami.-onie  frame  (•(iiitaniiii;^  j-ivcr.il  j^ood  miiii.i 
tures. 

llaljii'TMihii  was  ferliiiu'  tlie  in\a!i<r.-  hi  ad  and  hair, while  lie 
hioked  at  the  portrait  of  Vaiida  Tarlo\«ka  ir'r  Comtessc  .Soh.i- 
le\>':a. 

"Tell  nil-  the  syiiiptoiiis  of  tlir  [)atienl"s  iiln(>ss."  And  Iw 
seated  liiniself  in  the  aniii'Mir.  ;:a/.in;:  steadily  at  Vanda  dur- 
ini,'  twenty  minute-,  while  i\\f  father  and  daughter  spoke  by 
turns. 

"And  how  old  is  the  lady?" 

"Kight-and-thirly." 

"Very  good  I"  he  said  as  he  rose.  "Well.  I  undertake  tn 
cure  lier.  I  cannot  |)ronli^e  to  give  iier  tlie  u-e  of  her  legs, 
but  slie  c'an  he  cured.  Only.  >he  must  he  placed  in  a  privalt 
hospital  in  my  part  of  the  town." 

"But,  monsieur,  my  dauu'hler  eannol  !)e  moved " 

"I  will  answer  for  her  life,"  said  llalpersohn  M>ntentinii-ly 
"But  I  answer  for  her  only  on  tlio-e  eoudilions. — T)o  yoi; 
know  ;-he  will  (exchange  her  present  sympioiiK-  for  anotliei 
horrible  form  of  disease,  which  will  last  f'-r  a  year  perliap? 
or  si.x  months  at  the  very  lea.~l  ?  —  Vou  can  conic  lo  ^ee  her,  a: 
you  are  her  father." 

"And  it  is  certain?"  asked   Mon-ienr  Bernard. 

"Certain."  repeated  the  .lew.  ••Vour  d:in'^!iler  has  a  vicioiii 
humor,  a  national  disorder,  in  her  blood,  and  it  must  Im 
brought  out.  When  you  bring  her.  carry  her  to  the  luu 
Bas.^c-Saint-rierre  at  Chaillot — Dr.  llalper.-^ohn's  private  he- 
pital." 

"15ut  bow?" 

"On  a  stretcher,  as  the  sick  people  arc  always  carried  t( 
osjiilal." 
•But  it  will  kill  her  to  be  moved." 


11 
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II 


lljtrr-nlui.    )ls    lie    spoke    tlli-    rlirt     .V'»,    WiH    a 


It   the 


ulicrc  ( Intltfrnii!   iiirt    liini  i>n   the   liiinliiiL''. 
',('  .lew.  win.  wii-  Mitriicntiii;.'  with  luiit.  s.-iiil   in  \\\<  mr: 

r:ir  (•lllir;:f'   will    lie    fifteen    ffatH-   :i    il.l\,   tie-iile>   the   tluil 
1  reWIl.^  :    three    llinlltll>    pill'l    in     nlvMIire." 

\ . TV  trond.  ninn-ieiir.---.\nil,  "  ii-Im  1   ( linleffniil.   -i.nn'inL' 


,  e  f 


-tep  of  the  (iili  into  uliich  the  .JMcjur  had  Inirr 
for  tho  rtirc?" 


leo.      \cill 


i^itivciv."   siiii!    the    l*ol< 


Are   \iiu   i 


n    hive   with    tin 


\o.'"    Silid    (iodefmi'l 

^  oil  must   not   repeat   what    I   am  alioiit   to  tell  yon. 


for  1 


a\in 


1 1  von  sii 


fj  it  only  to  prove  to  you  that   1  am  sure  i>{  the  curi'; 
V  iinvtIiiiiL'  ahont  it,  vou  will  he  tilt'  (h-atli  of  tho 


aii- 


I  .odci'roid  replied  only  hy  a  jrcsturc 

■"i'or  seventeen  years  site  has  heen  snlTerintr  from  the  disease 

All   as   I'lini   Pnhniiia.   which  can    |)rn{hiee  all    these  tor- 

•!'s;  I  ha>e  seen  the  most  dreadful  eases.     Now  I  atn  the 

',  man  livin<:  who  knows  liow  to  hrini,'  out  tlie  I'lirn  in  such 

;   rni  as  to  he  eurahle,  for  not  everv  one  <:et<  over  it.     Vou 

. .  Mionsieur.  that  I  am  reailv  verv  liheral.     If  this  were  some 

it    lad\ 


Hi 


de    \u( 


ir  anv  other  wife 


adv — a    liaroime  de    .Miciiiireii   or  any  otiier  wiie  or 
i;   '.diter  of  some  modern  Cnesus — I  slioiild  ;ret  a  hundred  — 
'«     Iniudred  thousan<l  francs  for  this  cure — whatever  I  niiirht 
to  ask! — However,  tliat  is  a  minor  misfortune." 

■  And  moving:  her?'' 

•Ml,  she  will  seem  to  he  dyinp,  hut  >he  will  not  die  of  it  ! 
>'  may  live  a  hundn'd  years  when  onee  she  is  cured. — Xow. 
•'      .lie-,  (juiek — l\*ue  Monsieur,  and  make  haste!"  said  h(>  to 

■  driver. 

W"  left  Godofroid  standinir  in  the  street.  when>  he  <razed  in 
'  Iderment  after  the  retreatiiiir  eah. 

■  Who  on  earth  is  that  ijueer-lookini:  man  dre--;ed  in  hear- 

■  '  '"  asked  ^Nfadairie  Vauthier.  whom  nofhitii:  couM  e~eay)e. 
"1-  it  true,  as  the  hackney  coachman  said,  that  he  is  the  most 
' :,'!  ou-  doctor  it!  Paris?" 
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"And  wliiit  i;in  lli.it  iiiMiti  r  In  \<>\\.  M..t!iir  N'iMitliitT?" 

'■Oil,  ii"t  ;it  iill."  .-;iiii  .-111'  Willi  :i  mwv  riicc. 

'•^'oii   iiiaili-  II  ;:rc;ii   ini.-takf  in  nni   >Mlini,'  witli  nic,"  >; 

(iuilcrrnlil,    ,■!"'    Ilf    -IdWh     Weill     lllt'i    til''    ll<ill-c.        "^'(lll     Will 

liiiM'  il'.iii'  liiiicr  lliaii   !■>    v|i(kiii;r  li>   Mnii-Kiir   Miirlwt   ii 
.Mmii-i<  iir  Mciisiir;  vm  uill  j,'(l  iintliiiii;  mit  <•(  tlii'in." 

"Ami  .1111  I  I'll  their  side!-"  returteil  ^!le  with  a  ^hnit'.   "Mt 
-leiir  l>,irl)et  i-  inv  hinille|-il,  thai   i-  all," 

It  limk  two  (!a\-  In  |ier-iiaile  MeiiMeiir  lieniani  to  part  fn 
lii-;  ihiiiL'liter  ami  (arr\  her  tn  Chailh't.  <iii(let'rnii|  and  I 
iild  iauMT  walked  all  the  way,  nne  nn  each  -ule  uf  i 
.-■treieher.  -rreeiied  111  with  .-trijied  lihie-atid-white  ticking:-, 
which  till'  prci  ioii-  patient  lay,  alnin-i  lied  down  to  the  ni 
tress,  ,-o  ;.MeatI\  did  lier  faiher  I'ear  the  eojividsinri-  of  a  n 
MMis  attack.  Ilo\\e\er,  havinu'  set  out  at  three  o'eh'ck.  the  ]> 
ee>-i()n  readied  i!ie  private  hn-piial  at  five,  when  it  was  dii 
(indefrnid  paid  the  I'mir  hundred  and  lil'tv  i'rancs  demanc 
for  the  three  niniitl;-"  hnanl.  and  took  a  receipt  for  it;  th 
when  he  went  down  to  pav  the  two  porters.  Monsieur  iierni 
joined  him  and  took  from  under  the  niattre.--  a  very  vn 
niinous  sealed   juiekct.  uhicli  lie  handed  t<.  (lodcfroid. 

"One  of  tlicM'  men  u  ill  fetch  you  a  cah."  >aid  he.  "for  \ 
cannot  carrv  tho>e  four  voliniie<  very  far.  This  is  my  hoi 
p''ice  it  ill  niv  censor"-  iiand-:  I  will  !ca\e  it  with  liini  fo 
week.  1  .-hall  remain  ;il  Ica-t  a  week  i..  liiis  nemhtiorho 
for  I  cannot  ahandon  mv  daiinhler  to  her  fate.  1  know 
^'randson;  he  can  mind  the  house,  especially  with  you  to  li 
him;  and  I  commend  him  to  your  care.  If  I  were  niy- 
what  once  I  was,  I  would  a>k  you  my  critic's  name;  for 
he  was  oiiee  a  majiistratc.  there  were  few  whom  I  did 
know " 

"It  is  no  mystery,"  said  (iodefroid,  interruptinrr  Mnnsl 
nernard.  ".Since  yon  show  such  entire  confidence  in  m« 
may  tell  you  that  tlie  reader  is  the  President  Tx;camu8 
'I'rcsncs." 

"(^h.   of  the   Sujireme   Court    in    Paris,      Take   it — hy 
inean.«.     He  is  one  of  tlie  nohle-t  men  of  our  time.     Ho  i 
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late  .IiuIk''  l''i|un<il.  l!ic  jtnl;;r  <>(  \h<-  Lower  Cniirt.  wvw 
iMTS  Worthy  nf  the  hv>t  <la_\-  ol'  \\v'  -ild   Parli'iiuiit".     All 

fears',  if  1  ha.l  any,  riiu-t   \niiifli.  — And   wluTf  dno  h.' 
('?     I  should  Ilk*'  to  go  am.    hank  liini  wIh'Ii  lu'  lia.>  lakni 
niticli  troulilc." 
■  \im  will  find  turn  in  the  Um-  Clur   .iiifs-c,  uii'ltT  thr  naim' 


MuiiHii'ur  Niroluf- 


am  ju.-t  goin;,'  ihcn' 


-I5ut  V 


)iir  airrrt' 


lit    wi 


th  tl 


l(l^t'  ra.-eals ; 


■  \u;.ni<ti'  will  '/wf  it  you,"  *-aul  tlu'  old  man,  p)injr  l>a«k 

1  the  hospital. 

A  cab  was  found  on  tlu'  (^uai  df  Hilly  and  hrouj,dit  by  om' 

tin-  nii'ii ;  (Jodffroid  p)t  in  and  -tiinulati'd  tin-  driver  by 
.  promise  of  drink  money  if  he  drove  ijuiekly  to  the  Rue 
li.inoinej-sc,  where  he  intcndeii  to  dine. 


II" 


Half  an   hour  afler   V'anda's  removal,  three  men.  dressed 

I'laek,  were  let  in  by  .Madame  N'authier  at  the  door  in  the 

1.-  N'otre-Dame  des  (,'liam[)s,  wlnre  they  had  lieiii  waiting, 

doubt,  till  the  coast  should  be  clear.     They  went  upstairs 

'!■■!•  the  guidance  of  the  .Fudas   in    [M'ttieoats.  atid   gently 

'iked  at  Monsieur  Bemarfl's  door.      .\s  it  ha|ipened  to  be  a 

iiirsday,  the  young  collegian  was  at  home,     lie  opened  the 

T,  and  three  men  slipped  like  shadows  into  the  outer  room. 

"What  do  you  want,  gentlemen?"  asked  the  youth. 

"This  is  Monsieur  Bernard"* — that  is  to  sav.  Monsieur  le 


I',,  run .' 

"Hut  what  <io  you  want  here?" 

"Oh,  you  know  that  pretty  well,  ynung  man.  for  ynir  grand- 
father has  just  gone  off  with  a  closed  litter,  I  am  told. — Well, 
I'i;  it  does  not  surprise  us ;  he  shows  his  wisdom.  I  am  a  bailifT. 
ii!;'!  I  have  come  to  seize  everything  here.  <>n  Mondav  l;;st 
'.11  were  summoned  to  pay  three  thousand  francs  and  tho 
t  !"'nses  to  Monsieur  Metivier.  undiT  yieiialtv  of  inipri-on- 
!:  Mt ;  and  as  a  man  who  has  grown  onion<  know-  the  smell 
'■*'  I  hives,  the  debtor  has  taken  the  key  of  the  fields  rather  tlian 
■'  .1!  for  that  of  the  lock-up.  However,  if  we  cannot  secure 
!.:!ii,  we  can  get  a  wiug  or  a  leg  of  his  gorgeous  furniture — 


f 
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for  we  know  all  ai)nut  it.  ynuii;,'  man,  aivl  we  arc  ^'oing  to  mak 
an  otlicial  rfporl."' 

"Here  an'  soiin'  .-lanipcil  paprrs  that  your  uM-aiidinipa  \v<i\\]< 
never  takr,"  >aiil  tlie  widow  ^'authicr.  shoving  tliree  writ 
into   Atii;u~Io".-  hand. 

"Slay  iiere.  ma'am  :  uc  will  put  you  in  pos-ession.  Tii 
law  ^^i\r>  viiu   t'lrriv  smi-  a  da'.  ;  it   i.-  not  to  Ije  >ne(Ved  at." 

••.\h.  ha  !  'I'hiii  i  .!iall  .-(■.■  what  tliere  is  in  thu  grand  lii'd 
room  I"  eri<'d    Madame'    \"aiithier. 

"'^'oii  shall  nut  L'"  into  my  mother"-  room!"  cri.'d  tli(  .ai 
in  a  fury.  a.>>  In-  liiing  himsidf  hetween  tl;f  (Joor  and  tne  thrt'^ 
men  in  hlaek. 

On  a  sign  friun  their  leader,  tlie  two  n;en  and  a  lawyer' 
clerk  who  came  in  seized  .\uguste. 

"No  ri'si-tancr,  young  man  ;  you  are  not  master  liore.  \V 
shall  draw  up  a  eharge,  and  you  will  spend  the  inght  in  th 
lock-ii])." 

At  this  dreadful   liireat.  Augusie  me'ted  into  tears. 

"Oh,  what  a  mercy."  crii'd  he,  '"that  mamma  is  gone  I  Thi 
would  have  killed  her !" 

The  men  and  the  hailitl'  nnw  liold  a  sort  of  eoiinoil  wit 
the  widow  X'authier.  .Vugustc  uniierslood.  though  they  talkc 
in  a  low  voice,  thai  what  they  r-hietly  wanted  was  to  seize  hi 
grandfather's  manuscripts,  so  he  ojieued  the  In-drooin  door. 

"Walk  in  then,  uentlenien,"  said  lie,  '"hut  spoil  nothini 
You  will  l)e  paid  to-morrow  iie  ruing."  'i'hen.  still  in  tears,  li 
went  into  his  own  M|ualid  room,  snatched  up  all  nis  graii' 
father's  notes,  and  ~tiitfcd  them  into  the  >'>\o.  wliero  ho  kne' 
that  there  was  not  a  spark  of  fire. 

The  thing  was  done  ,-o  pnmiptly.  that  the  hailifT.  thoui.' 
he  was  keen  and  cunning,  ami  worthy  of  hi>  eiii]iioyers  Barbt 
and  iletivier,  found  the  hov  in  tears  on  a  chair  when  he  ni.dic 
into  the  room,  having  conchided  that  the  manuscripts  woul 
not  he  in  the  ante-room.  Though  hooks  ami  mann~cripts  niii 
not  legally  he  seized  for  deht,  the  lien  si^nied  hy  the  old  lawyc 
in  this  ea-e  ju-tilii'd  the  proceeding.  Still,  it  would  have  bee 
easv  to  iind   nieans  of  delaving  the  distraint,  as    Monsiei 
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!'..  rnnrd  would  ctTtiiinly  have  known,      ilcinc  tho  nooei^sitv 

■  ■  actinp  with  cuniiinj,'. 

Till'  widdw    \';iuilii(T  liad   hccii   ;m   in\nliia!il<'  ally  tn  licr 

H'lrd  iiv  failiiiir  to  s.TVf  iiis  notices  on  lirr  !(idi:cr ;  licr  plan 

-  In  tlirow  tlu'in  '.II  liini  when  fiiicnnL'-  at  tiic  lu'cl-  of  thf 

'■rs  of   ju.-tici':  <>r.   ■     i'."(t'.->ai  v,  tn  dci-laro  to    Mnnsiour 

!'.    ':ard  that  ,-li(    I;.  ■'   -ujip.-.-l   i!:'.'ii  t.i  hi'  intended   for  the 

:  I'l  writers  who  hai    i^.ii  aii-rit   •'■ii-  tWd  davs. 

Tlie   inventory  o     '^     :/oo(i-  !'"•'<  ahove  an   hour  to  make 
■ .  for  the  haililf  woi,,d  oni::  no'hin^LT.  and  re,i:arded  the  value 
-  -iitlieient  to  pay  otT  the  dehis. 

\s  soon  ns  the  ofheers  were  ^^one,  the  poor  voulli  took  the 

A'-M^  and   hurried  away  to  finil   'ns  grandfather  at    llalper- 

■'iu",-;  hospital;  for.  a-  the  haililf  assun'fj  hirn  that  Madame 

'     itliier  was  responsilde  for  everyiiiim:  under  heavy  penal- 

■  .  he  oo\dd  leave  the  pjaee  without  fear. 

Die   idea  of  his   i:ran('father"s   lieinu'  taken   to   prison   for 

:  ■  !  drove  the  poor  hoy  absolutely  mad — mad  in  the  way  in 

■'■     .-h  the  youn;.'-  are  mad:  that  is  to  say,  a  vietiin  to  the  dan- 

■  us  and  fatal  excitement  in  whidi  every  enerirv  of  vouth  is 

:•  .1  ferment  and  may  lead  to  the  worst  as  to  the  most  heroic 

.;  ;:ons. 

When  poor  Au.iruste  reaeliei]  the  Hue  l^ai^-se-Saint-Pierre. 
'       doorkeeper  told  him  tiiat  he  did  not  know  what  had  he- 

■e  of  the  father  of  the  patient  hroufrht  in  at  live  o'clock. 

'  that  hy  Mon.sieur  lialiiersoliirs  orders  no  one — not  even 

•■  father — wa«  to  be  allowed  to  see  the  lady  for  a  week,  or  it 
:    _-ht  endanger  her  life. 

This  reply  put  a  elimax  to  .\u<:u~te"s  desperation.     FTe  went 

■  '  k  again  to  the  Boulevanl  du  Mont-1'arnasse.  revolving  the 

-f  extravagant  schemes  as  he  went.  He  got  home  bv  al)out 
'  -papt  eight,  almost  starving,  -^o  exhausted  bv  hunger  and 
-  '  f,  that  he  accepted  when  Madame  Vauthier  invited  him 
•  diare  her  «upper.  con>istinL:  of  a  -tew  of  mutton  and  pota- 
'  -.  Tho  poor  hoy  dropped  half  dead  into  a  chair  in  tho 
i:  adful   woman's  room. 

ICncouraged  by  the  old  woman's  coaxing  and  insinuating 


f, 


192 


TIIK  SKAMV  sn>i:  Ml    lIISl'oUY 


Wdi'fl:;,  lir  aii>\vcr('il  a  t'rw  (■ii!i!iinLrl\  arr.in'_'i'<!  ijiU'stion?  alunn 
Codctroiil,  am!  -a\i'  1;.  r  t..  tinii(i--lanil  that  it  was  lie  who 
Would  Mav  oil'  liis  LiraiiilfathiT",-  (ir^t^  on  ihi'  ninrrnw,  ami 
that  to  him  thcv  ou-ij  the  iiiiprovi-niciit  thai  had  taken  jihiM' 
in  their  pru-iiects  duriii.Lr  thi'  ]>ast  week.  The  widow  listetKi] 
to  all  this  with  an  alTeetation  of  doiiht,  l)!yin,il  Au>,niste  with  a 
few  i:la-<e>  of  wine. 

At  ti  11  o'ehii'k  the  wherl-  of  a  call  were  heard  to  stop  in 
front  of  the  hon^e.  and  the  woman  exelainied: 

'"Oil.  there  is  "Mon-iiair  (lodefroid  I" 

Aiii:u-t''  took  the  kev  (d'  his  rooms  and  went  upstairs  to 
s"(>  the  kind  friend  of  tlie  family,  hut  he  found  (iodefmid 
-o  entirilv  nidike  him-e!f.  that  he  hesitated  to  speak  til!  tlip 
thon;:ht  of  his  grandfatheT's  danj^er  .-juirn'd  the  generoU; 
youth. 

Tliis  is  what  had  happened  in  the  Rue  Chanoinesso,  and 
had  eau-ed   (iodid'roid's  >tern  exjiression  of  eountenanee. 

'Idle  neophvte,  arriving  in  good  time,  had  found  Madame 
de  la  Clianterie  and  her  adlierents  in  tlie  drawing-rooin.  and 
he  had  taken  Monsieur  \ieola-  aside  to  deliver  to  him  tho 
Spirit  (if  till'  Mudcni  Laws.  Monsieur  Xieolas  at  once  carrief] 
the  sealeil  par('(d  '  Ins  room,  and  came  down  to  dinner.  Then, 
after  el'.atting  duriui'  tin-  fir-t  part  of  tln^  evening,  he  went  up 
again,  intemling  to  he-in  reading  tlie  work. 

(Jodefroid  was  gre.-itlv  -arprised  when,  a  few  minutes  after 
Manon  came  from  the  old  judge  to  l)eg  him  to  go  up  to  spf^ak 
with  him.  I^illowing  ^^anon.  he  was  led  to  Monsieur  Nicolas 
room:  Init  he  coidd  pay  no  attention  to  its  details,  so  gn^it!;. 
was  he  -startled  hy  the  evident  distrcs?  of  a  man  usually  s( 
placid  and  firm. 

"Did  V(ni  know.""  said  ^^on-ieur  Nicolas.  c|uite  the  Judg( 
atrain.  ''the  name  of  the  author  of  this  work?" 

"Monsieur  Rernard.""  -aid  (iodefroid.  "T  know  him  oiu; 
})v  that  nai!ie.      I   did   not   open  the  parcel " 

'"I'rue."'  sai<!  Monsieur  Nicolas.  "I  hroke  the  seals  myscH 
— .\nd  you  made  no  incjuiry  as  to  his  previous  history?" 
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■A'o.     I   know   thai   lu-  uiiirrnil    im-   ln\c  the  dauirhter  of 

ir  .iral   Tarl"vski.  that  hi.-  ilaiiiiiili-r  i>  naiiicil    \'ainla  after 

:       iiidthiT,  ,     il  hi.<  j,'raii(l.-(iii   AiiuiL-ti.     Ainl  tiic  portrail  1 

■   nf  M()!i»ifur  ikTiianl  is,  1  iu'lirsc.  Ill  {][>■  '!iY->  of  a  I're- 

-  ..i!^'  Jiulgt' — a  red  g-)Un."' 

l.'juk  here  I"  said  Monsieur  Nicuhi-.  and  iield  nut  ihe  title 
'':e  wurk  in  Augu^teV  liandwnting.  and  in  lliu  t'ullowiug 
;^.;iu : 

THK   SPIRIT 

OF   THE   MODERN    LAWS 

BY 

M.   BKUNARI)-JI:an-1!.\I'TIsTE   macloud 
BAHON   BOIKLAC 

Formerly  Attonify-<ii-iuTul  u>  tlie  lIiKh  Court  <if  .Tiisticf  at  Rouen 
CumumTnKT  i)f  the  I.eKioii  of  UDiior. 

'■'»h!    The   man   wIki  condemned    Maihniie.   her   (huightor, 
.iiiO   the  Chevalier  du   \'issard  I""  said  (iodefmid   in  a  ehoked 

Mi.-  knees  gave   way,  and   the  neophyte  dropped   on  to  a 


'■\Vhat  a  iteginning  I"  lie  murniured. 

"This,  my  dear  (iodefroid,  is  a  liusiness  that  eomrs  homo 
■  :-  all.  ^"on  liave  done  your  part  :  we  must  deal  v.'ith  it 
:  '  '  1  heg  yon  to  do  nothing  further  of  any  kind;  iro  and 
''- •  M  whate\er  you  left  in  your  rooni.s :  and  not  a  word  I — In 
f.!'!.  absolute  silence.  Tell  IJaroii  Bonrlac  to  apply  to  mo. 
Iv'ween  this  and  then,  we  shall  have  decided  how  it  will  be 
t'-'  to  act  m  such  circumstances." 

(iodefroid  wont  downstairs,  called  a  hackney  f-ah.  and  hur- 

'•  hack  to  the  I>oule\ard  liu  Moiit-i'ariia.-se.  idled  with  hor- 

r  ■  as  he  thought  of  the  examination  and  trials  at   Caen,  of 

ti.'   hideous  drama  that  e)uled  on  the  .MidTold,  and  of  Madame 

'.'   ia  Chantcrio'.s  sojourn  in  Huetre.     fie  understood  the  nog- 

>3 
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led   inio  uliiih    iliis   hiwvcr,    aliim.-t  a  st'ciunl    I'oiKiuier-Ti 
villi",  liad  falli'ii  in  hi.-  i<\i\  age  ami  tln'  rra  aIij  hf  so  cai 

fullv  cDiiccalid  111-  iiaiiic. 

"i  liopc  Miiiir-iciir  \irnlas  will  lake  .-una-  t'Trible  rcv.'n 
for  [)()nr  Madainr  dc  la  Chaiitcrit' I" 

III-  hail  Jii>t  thituglit  mil  Ihi^  not  very  Christian  wijh.  wh 
he  saw  Aiigu>t(.'. 

"What   (In   vnii   want   nf  nir?"  a>k(Ml   (Juilffroid. 

"My  dear  >ir,  a  nii.-i'-irtnnf  ha.-  hffalk'n  us  whifh  is  turni 
inv  hrain!  Sdim^  Muundnl-  liavi-  hrcn  licrc  tn  take  pn-scs-i 
of  I'ViTYthing  liclongiiig  t"  my  nidthcr,  and  they  ari'  huiiti 
for  mv  L'ramlt'athrr  tn  pul  him  inin  pri>'in.  Piiit  it  is  i 
I)V  reason  id'  iIh'm'  ili.-astcr>  that  I  liim  to  ynu  for  lu'lp,"  >: 
thi'  lad  wiili  Human  iiricK-;  "jt  i-  to  ln'j:  you  to  do  me  sur! 
fervii-f  as  ^•uu  would  do  to  a  condrmnrd  criminal 

"Spc^ik,"  >aid   (iodct'roid. 

"Thcv  wanifd  to  irct  hold  of  my  Ln-aridfatlwr's  nuinuscrip 
and  as  I  hclicvc  hi'  placed  the  work  in  your  hands,  T  want 
bt'tr  vou  to  take  the  notes,  for  the  woman  will  not  allow  in>.' 
remove  a  thing. —  Put  them  with  the  volumes,  and  then — 

"\'erv  well."*  said  (iodefrojd.  "make  haste  and  fetch  tln'i 

Whde  the  lad  went  otf.  to  return   immediatidy,  (iodefr 
reflected  that   the  poor  liov   v.a-  guilty  of  no  crime,  that 
n)ust  not  hreak  his  heart  liy  telling  him  about  his  grandfatl 
or  the  desertion  wliieh  was  the  ]Hini^liment  in  bis  sad  old  ; 
of  the  passions  of  his  political  career:  he  took  the  packet 
unkindly. 

"Wliat  is  your  mother's  name'.'""  he  a-ked, 

"Mv   mother,   monsieur,    is   the    Baronne   de    Merszi. 
father  was  the  son  of  the  PresidinL'  Judge  of  the  Suprt 
Court  at    l^)uen."' 

".\h  I""  -aid   (Ii^lefroid,  "so  your  grandfather  married 
daughter  to  tlie  son  of  the  fammis  .ludi:e  Morgi  ?" 

■'Yes.  monsieur."' 

"I/'ave  me.  my  little  friend."'  said  (iodefroid. 

He  went  our  on  to  the  landing  with  the  young  Baron 
Morgi.  and  called  Madame  Vauthier. 
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U'  so  t-are- 
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;e  rcv.'ngf 

viih.  w!i--n 

is  til  ruin.' 

li 
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"('  liumini' 

it   i>  iiii' 

1  - 

icl|),"  .-ai'l 

'    I 

me   SUrli  a 

•'^lolhcr  N'aiilliicr."  -iiiii   lie.  •"mhi  rail   rv\f{   inv 


rooms 


rirvcr  coiTiiiiLj  ..ill 


k  ;i-, 


nil. 


\llil     he    Well!     (iuWil     tn    the    call. 

•Have  ynii   intni>tf(l  atiMliiiii:  to  tliat  pnifleiiian  ?"  asked 

\v  iiii)\\'  III'  .\ni.nist('. 
■Vrs."  .-aiii  the  lail. 
'^nll  ri'  a    pretty    l\>n\.       He   i-  (Die  iif  VOUF  elleillie>;'  aiTiMits. 

lias  liicii  at  tile  hditdiii  of  it  all.  veii  niav  lie  -ure.     It  is 
•"f  eii(iii^;ii  that   the  trick  lias  turned  niit  all     i^rht  that  hv 


means  to  cunie  hack.      He  tnid  nie  I  ■■nuld  le;   hi:- 


room? 


\ui.ni-te  llew  out.  and  ddwn  the  lidnlevard.  rimninur  after 
call,  and  at  last  succeeded  in  st(i]>iiin,i:  it  by  his  shouts  anil 

"What  is  it!'"  asked  Gddid'mid. 

"My  irrand father's  nianuscri|it.-?" 

"I'ell  him  t(i  apply  fur  tliein  to  Monsieur  Xieolas." 

The  lad  took  this  reply  a~  the  cruel  je>t  <if  a  thief  who  has 

-lianie  left  :  he  >at  down  in  the  snow  as  he  saw  the  cab  set 

:iL'ain  at  a  brisk  trot. 


■'V-rn  o 


.It  with  rushinir  almut  Paris,  and  (piite  lieart-hrok 


\en. 


inupcript>; 
T  want  t" 

How  111'.'  t'l 

then- "    ■  "''  ''""''  in  '<>  fever  nf  fierct>  eneri:v  and  wont  home  to  bed 

toh  thcin." 
Godefroiii 
le.  thai  h' 
•and fat  her. 
;ad  old  iv:" 
packet  not 


\e\t  mornill^^  Aui.ni>te  l]^•  Meriri   awoke  to  find  himself 

:i-'  in  the  rooms  where  ye.-terday  his  tiinther  and  his  trrand- 

iier  had  been  with  him.  and  he  went  throijirh  all  the  mis- 

-  iif  his  position,  df  which  he  fullv  understood  t!i"  extent. 


utter  de-ertion 


if  t 


ol    tile    iiiaee 


hitherto  so  amply  filled, 
re  every  minute  had  brou.irlit  with  it  a  duty  and  an  oecu- 
I'ln.  was  so  painful  t<i  him.  that  he  went  down  1  >  ask  the 


\'authier  whether  his  Lrrand father  had  ( 


ome  in  nurinir 


niizlit  or  early  morning' ;   fur  he   himself  had   slept   very 
.  and  he  supposed  that    if  the   Baron   Biiurlae  had  come 


the  woman   Wduhl   hav(>  warned  him   airainst  hi 


T" 


-  :•  r-^.  She  replied,  with  a  stieer.  that  he  must  know  full  well 
''Uiefe  to  look  for  his  <:randfatlier :  fur  if  he  had  not  come  in. 
:i  ''Va-  evident  that  he  had  taken  up  his  aliodo  in  the  "rhateau 
liiehy."  This  impudent  irony  from  the  wonum  who.  the 
<li\    before,  had  cajoled  him  so  etTectuallv.  a^^iin  drove  the 


h 
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[Kinr  hnv  to  I'lviizv.  iiimI  lu'  tl.'W  t.)  till'  jiriviit.'  hi>-])ital  in  the 
IJuc  P.a--f-S;ii!il-l'irnc.  in  despair,  as  !»•  tliMU-rht  of  his 
^M-anilfatlnT   in    priM)n. 

Baron  Hourlac  liad  hnriL'  al.ont  all  ni.L'ht  in  front  of  thf 
hospital  which  lu>  was  foriiiddm  to  vwWr.  or  <-lo.-r  to  the  Ikiu-^.' 
of  Doctor  llalpcr>ohn.  whom  ho  naliirallv  wi-hcd  to  call  to 
aectnint  for  lhi>  condnct.  I'hc  doctor  did  not  L'ct  home  till 
two  in  the  niorninir.  'I'lu'  old  man,  wdio.  at  half-pa-t  one.  had 
been  at  the  doctor's  iloor.  had  just  jrone  (»ff  to  walk  in  the 
Champs-P.lv.-ci-.  and  when  lie  n-lnrncd  at  half-past  two  the 
fratekeei>cr'told  him  that  Mnnsienr  HalpiTsohn  was  now  in 
bed  and  a>lccp.  and  wa-  on  no  account  to  lie  di>turl)ed. 

Here,  alone,  at  lialf-pa>t  two  in  tlie  mornin.L'.  the  nnhapp_\ 
father,  in  ntter  ile-pair.  paced  the  (piay,  and  under  the  tree? 
loaded  with  fro>t.  of  th.'  sidewalks  of  the  Cours-la-Keiiie 
waitini.'  for  the  day. 

.\t  nine  o'clock  he  presented  lumsidf  at  the  doctor's,  an' 

asked  him  whv  he  thus  kept  his  dau.uhter  nnder  lock  and  key 

"Monsieur."  >aid    Ilalpersohn,  "I  yp?terday   made   mysel 

answerable  t'or  vour  dauirhter's  recovery ;  and  at  this  monien 

T  am  responsiiiie  for  her  life,  and  you  must  umlerstand  tha 

in  such  a  ease  I  mu-t  have  sovereitrn  authority.     T  may  tel 

you  that  vour  dau.uliter  yesterday  took  a  remedy  which  wil 

jrjve  her  tlu-  Pli'V.  that  till  thi>  disease  is  hrou.irht  out  the  lad 

must  remain  iiivi>ihh>.     I   will   not  allow  myself  to  lose  m 

patient  or  you  to  hwe  vour  daughter  by  exposin<r  her  to  an 

exciu  neiit.  any  error  of  treatment:  if  ymi  really  insist  e 

seeinir  her.   I  shall   demand  a  consultation  of  three  medic 

men  t.t  protect  myself  airainst  any  responsibility,  as  the  pf 

tient  nMLdit  die." 

The  old  man.  exhausted  with  fatigue,  had  dropped  on  to 
chair:  he  (]uickly  rose,  however,  sayinjr: 

'TorLMve  me,  monsieur:  I  have  spent  the  ni.srht  in  mort; 
antruish,  for  von  cannot  imnLdne  how  much  T  love  my  dau'_'' 
ter.  whom  T  liavo  nursed  for  fifteen  years  between  life  ai 
death,  and  this  week  of  waiting  is  torture  to  me!" 
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the  doctor  ^nvinir  him  \\\>  :irm  to  liir  tuji  i,\'  tlu'  ,-tiiir>. 


\  1)1 11 


it   iiti  hour  later,  hr  siw   .\iii:ii>i.'  ilr   Mitlm   walk  into 


'lOIll. 


•  ll     iHl('~t  ioIllIlL:    ihr     |oili:r 


•fpiT  lit    I  111-    private 


Mlal,  tile  jioor  lail  hail  jn-l  hfinl  iha!  ihe  I'alhiT  of  the 
ailiiiitted  the  t];]\  hrfurr  had  lalhd  aL'am  in  ihe  i'Vi'riiri^% 
a-ked  for  lier.  and  liad  -pnkiii  of  L'oiii.u'  early  in  the  day 
'nilor  Ilalper.-ohn.  uhu.  no  dmilit.  would  know  ~oinet!iini^ 
ll  him.     At  ''le  iiioi.a'iit  when  .\ii;,Mi>te  de  Mrr;.'!  apjieared 


doctor  s  room. 


iiTsolin  was  hreakfa>tinL'  otl' 


a  eun 


'iMi  iilatc  and  a  uhi^^  id'  wati-r.  all  on  a  small  round  tahle 


id  not  disturh  1 
.f  I 


linisi'lf  for  till'  vouili.  hut  went  on  soaking 

th 


■  -trip  of  hreail  in  the  chocoiato:  tor  he  ate  nothinj:  hut  a 
r  M.  rut  into  four  with  an  aeniraiy  that  aririii'd  .-oine  skill  as 
.■  "perator.  Ilalpersohn  had,  in  fact,  praetiseil  surgery  in 
'■ '  I  llur^e  of  his  travids. 

■■\Vidl,  young  man,"  >aid  he  as  X'anda's  son  came  in.  "you 

•  have  come  to  reipiire  ine  to  account  for  your  mother?" 
"Ves.  monsieur."  said  Auiruste. 

1  "he  young  fellow  liad  ronie  forward  a-  far  as  the  largo 
'.'.<.  and  his  oyc  wa<  inimediatrly  caui:hi  hy  several  hank- 

•  ••-  lyinp  >imong  the  little  pilr-  of  ^old  pii'cos.     In  the  po^si- 
•'  in  which  the  unhappy  hoy  found  himself,  the  temptation 

-tronger  than  his  principle-,  well  grounded  as  thoy  were. 

li    -aw  hefore  him  the  mt^ms  of  n^-eiiing  his  grandfather,  and 

-;    •'L''  the  fruits  of  twenty  years'  lahor  imperiled  Ity  avari- 

-  speculators.     He  fell.     The  fascination  was  as  swift  as 

■iLiht,  and  justified  itself  hy  an  idea  of  self-immolation  that 
-'    !'  d  on  the  boy.    Ho  said  to  himself; 

'I  shall  be  done  for.  but  I  shall  savi  mv  mother  amt  mv 
-:   -idfather." 

'  nder  this  stress  of  antagonism  between  his  reason  and  the 
■  :  dse  to  crime,  ho  acquired,  a-;  madmen  do.  a  strange  and 
■'■  mg  de.\tority,  f  nd  instead  of  asking  after  his  grandfather, 
■     '  -'ened  and  agreed  to  all  the  doctor  was  saying. 

lialpersohn.  like  all  acute  ob<erver<,  had  understood  the 
'*:    le  jiast  history  of  the  father,  the  daughter,  and  her  son. 


I 


11)8 


TOE  SKAMV  SIKH  <»K  IlISTOUY 


'I  r 
(In, 


lie  hiid  ^<'ciitf(l  tir  f.Mi('^.-id  llif  t;i(t>  which  Mmiiiiiic  do  MiTfri' 
(•niiV(TMitii)ii  hiul  coiiliriiiiMl,  imd  li<'  U'\\  m  i  oiiMMiuciur  a  nir 
of  hciicviili'iHc  l(tw:ird>  !,i^  ww  i  lit'iil> ;— as  to  rcspcrl  or  ai! 
miration,  lif  wa>  iiicapaiih'  of  thiiii. 

"Wfll,  my  dear  hoy."  ^ald  he  famdiarly,  '"I  am  kctfn 
voiir  iiiothtT  to  rotorr  Iut  to  \ou  youni,'.  liaiidsomc.  an 
jrood  htalth.  IltTs  is  one  of  lho>c  rare  di>ca.cs  which 
tors  find  very  interesting';  and  in^idcs.  she  i-.  lliroii-,di  he 
motlier.  a  fellow-countrywoman  of  mine.  ^  ou  and  ym 
gramifatiier  niu>t  he  iirase  en<Mi,L:h  to  Ine  without  seein;:  iif 

fur  a  fortnight,  and  nuidatm ''" 

"I^a   Haroiine  de  Merjii." 

'•If  she  is  a  Baroness,  you  are  Baron >"  n>ked  Ilalpei 

polin. 

At  this  momont  the  theft  was  eirecteil.  While  iho  doctr 
was  looking  al  his  hread.  ln^avy  with  chocolate.  Aulhi-i 
snatched  up  four  foMed  notes,  and  had  -lipt"d  ihein  into  h 
trousers  pocket.  aU'ecting  to  keep  \u>  hand  there  out  of  she, 
eml)arras>ment. 

"Yes,  monsieur.  I  am  a  lian.ii.  S,,  too  is  my  grand falli-" 
he  was  puhlie  prosecutor  at  the  time  of  tlie  IJ.'storat ion. 

"You  hlush.  young  Tiian.  \ nw  need  not  hlu>h  hecause  yr 
are  a  Baron  and  poor — it  is  a  very  common  case." 
"And  who  told  you.  mon>ieur.  thai  we  are  jioor'r" 
"Well,  your  grandfather  told  me  that  he  had  spent  thenii;' 
in  the  Champs-filysees ;  and  though  I  knmv  no  palace  whe 
there  is  so  fine  a  vault  overhead  as  that  which  was  trlitterii 
at  two  o'clock  this  inormng.  it  was  cold.  I  can  tell  you.  in  tl 
palace  where  your  grandfather  was  taking  his  airing.  A  iiu 
does  i!ot  go  to  the  HAtel  '/-'  hi  h-  llr-l'lhiilr  hv  preference." 

"Has  my  grandfather  he.  n  here?"  crii'il   Auguste.  seizii 
the  op|)ortunity  tc,  heat  a  retreat.     '•Thank  you.  nion.-ieur. 
will    (rome    again,    with    your    permission,    for    news    of    li 
mother." 

As  soon  as  he  got  out.  the  young  Baron  went  oir  to  the  ha 
iff's  otlice.  taking  a  hackney  cah  to  tret  there  the  somier.  '1 
man  gave  uj)  the  agreement,  and  the  hill  of    costs  duly  i 
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ISH) 


ih'd.  Mini  tliiTi  ilr-iri'd   ilic  MiuiiL'  iiiMii  til  take  nrii'  111'  the 
k-  wiili  him  ti)  rrlfii-i'  tlii'  jiitmiii  in  cliar;.'!'  fmni  luT  fmic- 


\iiil  a-  Mf--r-.  Baiiict  ami   Mi'tivicr  lisi 


in  VI tar  pa 


rt   nf 


ii'Wii.  '  adiicil  he,  "mv  lin\   will  lakr  them  the  money  antl 
IV  llirrM  til  rotorc  vmi  tin-  ilfn!  nf  liiii  on  tiic  proficrt y." 


\iiL'ustr.    who    innl'T 


li.lllt  ic.-.    SUliTUIttt'il 

r.  thi'  clian-rc  on 


-toml    niithin^'    of    tlii'sc    plira-f 

I  fr 


anu 


If  rccciMil  yvM'U  Inimtrcu  Irano*  in 
t  of  his  fonr  thon-aml-franc  noto;;.  and 


ill"  in  ihi 


rli'i'K  s  companN 


Ir    I'ot 


into  fh<>  cah  in  a 


if     iiiilc,-(Tiiial''i'    hi'wildci'mcnl,     fop    the    md     Ix'infj 


\id.  n  inor^c  \va>  makiiiir  it-elf  f'di 


i\v  himself  dis- 


.■.ed   and  cursed   by   his  <:randfather.   whose  an-terity  was 

1  kiiiiwn  to  him  :  and  he  ixdieved  that  hi-  motlier  would  die 

'  L'l'ief  if  -he  heanl  of  his  <:uilt.     All  nature  had  chanired 

■    f'.i'e  his  eyes.     He  Was  lost  ;  he  no  Ioniser  saw  the  snow,  the 

il-iS   luiiked    llk'e   e:ho~ts. 

\'ii  sooner  was  he  at  liome  than  tlie  yount,'  Baron  docidcd 

;  ill-  eiiiir-e  nf  action,  and  it  was  certaiidy  that  of  an  honest 

';,     He  went  in.to  his  mother's  room  and  tmik  the  diamond 

-'   i'T-liiix  iiiveii  to  hi-  in'amirather  liy  the  Kmperor  to  send  it 

■->  'li  the  -"Veil  hundred  francs  to  Doctor  llalpersnlm  witli  the 

■'    ii'wiii^'  letter,  whicli  required  several  rou;ih  copies: 


MoNsiin'R. — The  fruits  of  twenty  years'  labor — my  <rrand- 

iier's   work — were  aliout   tn   he  ahsorlted   liy  some   monoy- 

d'Ts,  wlio  threatened  him  with  imprisimment.     Three  thou- 

:d  three  hundred  francs  were  ennuirli  to  save  him:  and  see- 

:  -o  much  L'old  <      your  talile.  ]  could  not  re-ist  the  idea  of 

iiLT  my  parent  free  by  thu-  niakintr  L'oud  to  him  the  earn- 

-  of  his  lon<r  toil.      I   borrowed    frmn   ymi.   without    your 

■  e.  four  thou-and  franc-:  but  a-  only  three  thousand  thre<' 

idred  francs  were  needed.  I  .-end  you  the  remaininfi  seven 

idred.  and  with  them  a  snufl'-hn\  .-et  with  diamonds,  siven 

the  Emjioror  to  my  irraii'lfathcr :  this  will.  I  ho[)c.  indern- 

■\-  you. 

if  vou  slioubl  not  after  this  believe  tliat  I,  who  shall  all 
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my  lift'  r(';:iiri!  vnii  a-  my  I"  iiifaiinr.  ain  a  man  nf  hniinr,  i 
yoii  will  at  any  ratr  jii-f-crvf  -ihtin'  a.-  to  an  actinn  mi  iinju-ti 
aide  in  any  dl  Iht  cinaim.-'anci'-.ynu  will  liaxr  .-a\fil  rn\'  >rraiic| 
fatliiT  a-  ynu  will  .<avt'  my  mother,  and  I  !-liall  be  for  life  vuu 
(k'Votcil  .-lave. 

'■Ai-(U'sTi';  in:  Mi:u(!i." 

At  a!)n\it  lialf-[ia>t  two.  Anjinsti'.  who  had  walki'd  to  th 
('liami).--r;ly>(''c-.  miii  a  m«  •M'li^.'cr  on  to  ildivcr  at  Docto 
IlalptTsoJin's  door  a  .-o.-dcil  hox  containing  t''n  louis,  a  llvi- 
hundri'd-fraiir  notr.  and  the  snntTdiox  ;  tlini  he  -loulv  wen 
home  across  tin-  I'Mnt  d'Icna  hy  the  Invalidc-  and  \\\r  j'.oultj 
vards,  tnistiii::  to   hoctcr  Halpersohn's  ;.'■eIle^o^ilv. 

The  pliyvji  ian,  who  had  at  once  di>covcred  the  tlieft,  liai 
meanwhile  chanL'i'd  his  views  as  to  his  client-.  He  supposei 
that  the  old  man  had  come  to  roh  him.  and.  not  having'  siu' 
coedcd.  had  -eot  t!ii-  l>..\,  H,.  put  no  credence  in  the  rani 
and  tit!(>s  they  had  as.-iimed.  and  went  olF  at  once  to  th"  pr.h'ii 
I)r()seentor's  ntlice  to  .-tate  hi-  ca-e.  and  desire  that  immediat 
steps  shonld  !ie  taken  for  tlie  [)rost>cution. 

TliP  jinideiicc  of  the  law  fardy  allow-  of  such  rajtid  pro 
opodinps  as  the  coinplainiii;r  partie-  woidd  wi-h  :  h\it.  at  ahou 
three  in  the  afternoon,  a  police  ofhccr.  followed  hv  -ome  detce 
tives.  who  alTected  to  In'  lounLriiiL:  on  the  houlevard,  was  cate 
chizin^^f  Madame  \'antliier  as  to  Iht  lodtrers.  and  the  widov 
qiiito  iincDnscionsly  was  conflrnnn;:  the  constable"-  ,-uspi 
eions. 

Xeponiueene,  seetitiTiir  the  jiol iceman,  thmie-ht  that  it  wa 
the  old  man  they  wanted;  and  a-  he  was  verv  fond  of  ^fon 
sieur  AnLMi>te.  he  hurried  ont  to  meet  Monsieur  IJernarii 
whom  lie  intercepted  in  the  Avetine  de  rOhservatoiro. 

"'Nfake  your  e-cape.  monsieur."  cried  lie.  ''Thev  have  cum 
to  take  Von.  'I'he  hailifTs  were  in  yesterday  and  laid  hand 
on  everylhintr.  Mother  \'ai!thier.  who  has  hidden  soni^ 
stamped  papers  of  yours,  said  yon  would  he  in  Clichy  hy  la- 
niidit  or  this  TnonunL''.     There,  do  von  see  those  sneaks?" 

The  (dd  judire  recognized  the  men  as  bailiff?,  and  he  under 
Si0u(i  evervT liiritT- 
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"And  Monsii'ur  (iodrfroiil !-"  he  ;i-ki'il. 
•liotip,  iK'Vfr  to  come  haik.     MuiIk  r  \auiliifT  '•avs  he  was  a 
.  for  your  riiciiiic.-." 

MiiiisUiir  |{niirlac  i!ricriiiin"il  thai   Ih'  uniiM  ;.'o  at  uiuc  to 

riict.  and  in  a  (iiiartcr  ol'  a!    iiour  lie  \va>  tliiTc;  the  old 

'>-tllcr  livrd   in  thr  Kiic  Saiiitc-(  ■aihmiic-d'Ivil'i'r. 

"'  di.  urn  lia\<'  foiiir  vour-clf  \<>  I'rtch  yniif  au'riniirnt,"  saiti 

[iiildi.-hcr,  liouiii^'  to  lii>  vidiiii.     "ilcrc  it  i-,"  and,  to  the 

■  wT-  ,:,'rcat  atnazniiciil,  hr  handed  him  the  doruint'nt,  '.vliicli 
'M  lawviT  toiik.  >a\  in;,': 

"i   do  not   undiT-tand "' 

■■  I'iien   It    \\a,-   imt   you   w  Iio  paid   up?"  said    Bar!)ot. 

■  .\r(>  you  paid  !'"' 

■ '^'nur  ^M-and.-dii  carried  the  inone_\  to  the  hadill"  this  niorn- 

"And  is  it  true  that  you  took  possessi(»n  ol'  niv  ;,'oods  vestor- 


'  Hav"  yon   not   been  lionie   fur   two   davs?"   said    Barhet. 

■^  ill.  a  retire(]  puhlie  proM'ciitdr  nui.-t  know  what  it  is  to  be 

I'-ateiied   witli   ini])ri.-onnienI    i'ny  debt  I" 

I  tn   this  the   Haroii  bowed  euMlv   {>>   U.iriiet.  and   returned 

i!ie,  supposing'   that    the   authontio    had    in    fad    eurue    in 

iFih  <if  the  authors   lisinu''  ^n  the   lir-t    tbrnr.      lie  walked 

''.iy,  absorlicd   in   va^nie  ap[U'ehen-ions.   t'or   .N'(''pnnui<-ene's 

.riiint,'  seemed  to  him  more  and  more  ine\plieable.     Coubi 

defroid  have  betrayed  him!'     He  nieehaiueally  turned  down 

liue   N'otre-Danie  i\i'>  Champ-,  and   went    in  by  the  liaek 

■  r.  wdiicli  iiapjieiied  to  lie  open,  runnim:  a,l:ain^t    .\«'pomu- 

"Oil,  monsieur,  make  haste,  come  on:  tliey  are  takmi;-  Mon- 

i:r  Auirn.-te  to  prison;  tliey  cau^dit   him  on  the  b(udevard; 

wa-  him  thoy  wcro  hunting — tiiey  have  been  (juestioninLr 
?) 

Tile  old  man.  with  a  spring  like  a  tiger's.  rn<hed  througli 
hor.se  and  garden  and  out  on  to  the  liuidevard.  as  swift  a< 
arrow,  and  was  just  in  time  to  see  his  grandson  get  into 

:=a(knev  coach  between  tliree  men. 
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"Aufru^ti',"  lie  (Mill,  "uh.ii   1-  ih''  iiiiariMi^'  of  this?" 
The  youtli  lulr^l   into  li.iis.  iiml  tuiiiol  I'aiiit. 

''Mnll-jclir."   ^aiil   III'  til  till'  Jiullii'  iilliriT.   U  lln^i'  srapf  ritnii! 

his  rvc,  '"I  am   Hai-mi   liniii-|.ir.  t'(itiiii'tl\   a  |iulilii'  |ifn<(.(iiti,r 
for  pitvV  >aLr.  fxplaiii   thi-  niathr"' 

".Miiri>icur.  if  vuii  arc  Harmi  liuiirhir.  vmi  will  iiiulcrstan' 
it  in  two  wor'ls.  i  havr  jii^t  i|iir>tio!iril  till-  ymiii;:  iiiaii,  am 
he  has  mifortiiiiatt'lv  <  uiifi-~ii|    — " 

'•What  ?•* 

"A  thi'ft  of  four  tliuii-aiui  fr.iiir-  fnnii  I'm  tor  ilal|H'rs<>|in. 

"Aii;:u-ti' !      I,~  it   |iii>-:l)ic'r" 

"(iranil|ia|ia.  i  lia\i'  smt  him  ymv  liiamonil  siiiilT-hox  a- 
giiaraiitfi'.      I    uaiitnl  to  save  \iiii    fnim   tlif  dis^xraci'  of  ini 
prisoniiii'iit." 

"Wrctchrij  l.oy.  wliat  lia\r  \iiU  linlir'""  rrini  thr  Haroi 
''Tlu'  iliaiiioipi-  ai'i'  fal>r  ;  I  r-nM  tin'  iimI  ,-tiiiir>  tlirri'  vt/ar 
ago." 

Thi'  |inlici'  otliciT  ami  lu>  cliTk  lonkfil  at  rai-li  oiIht  wit 
strange  iiicaniiiLT.  Tins  ^'iaiici'.  full  of  >u,i:irr-t  loii-.  was  s,,. 
liy  tlir  Baron,  ami  t"i'll  liki'  a  tliuinliTlioli. 

"Morisiriir."'  saiil  \\v  to  thr  ollircr.  "Iir  i|iiilr  easy;  I  will  ^ 
and  si,('  till'  pulilic  prosecutor;  ymi  can  tc-tify  to  the  licliism 
ill  which  I  have  kept  my  ilauL'hter  ami  my  irramlMiu.  \n 
must  do  ymir  duty,  init  in  the  name  of  humanity,  send  ni 
grandson  to  a  cell  hy  him.-elf. — !  will  g,,  to  pri-on.— Whet 
ari'  you  taking  liirn  !'" 

"Arc  you  Haron  I'.ourlac?""  said  the  constahlo. 

"Oh!   Monsieur- — " 

''Reeause  the  puhlic  |irn.-eciitor.  the  examining  judge,  an 
I  myself  could  not  l»elie\i'  that  >nch  men  as  you  and  yoii 
grandson  could  lie  guilty:  like  the  doctor,  we  concluded  t!i: 
some  swindlers  had  horroued  your  names." 

He  took  the  Haron  aside  and  said  : 

"Were  you  at   Doctor  Italjiersohn's  house  this  morning?" 

"Vi's,  monsieur." 

"And  your  grand-on   too,  almui    half-andioiir  later?" 

"I  know  notliiiiir  ahout   that  :   I  have  this  instant  come  ii 
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Till'  \vrit>  li"  -!i.(«(i|   MM'  ;ini|   iIm'  uarrai      fur  arrest   cx- 

■  I'MTvihinir,  "  Mill!  the  |im!ht  ii;.'iiii.     ••!  Ivik.u  In,  niMtivc 

iln'  cnriir.      I   nu;.'!!t    iniii-cc|   \,,  arrr-t   \'>ii.   iiMHi-ii'iir.  a-s 

;iHL'   viiur  vraiiil-iiii,   fur   \,,iir   ri|ilii-.  coiitirni   th.'   fact.-i 

'I   I'.v   llir  ((imjil.iinatit  :   Imi    ihr   ihiIkc^   -rtwil  on   v^u, 

^^liiih   I   ntiiin  ifi  Mill."  hi'  aiMiil.  hnMiiiL'  niil  a  pai  kct 

•  -MiniM'il  pap'Ts  whiih  he  haii  in  Ins  haiii|.  •■(vriaiiiK   pro\c 

!'■  \'f  IJaroii  IJMiii'liir.     .^  t  thi'  >aiiic  tiiiu'.  vmi  riiu-t  hi'  prc- 

■I  tu  he  lalh'il  up  hi'fnrc  .Miui-iciir  Mari'-t,  the  r\aiiiiMinL' 

'•  in  tlii-  (a-i'.     I  hclicM    I  iiiii  rii.'lit  m  nlaxiii;,'  thf  u.'-iial 

111  ("ri-iili'ratinii  ,,{  \uiir  pa^l  diL'tiity. 

■  \-  tu  VDiir  ;:raiii|Miii.   1   will   .-peak  of  him   to  thi'  puhli.- 
'•liitor  a.-  Mioii  ;i~  I  j:o  in.  ami  \vi'  will  .-Imw  t\irv  p.i~-ili|r 

'  •ii|tTali"n  fnr  tlic  ^.Taiiil-ori  of  a  ntin-i!  JiiiIl'''.  ami  the  vic- 

"f  a  \oiiilifiil  error.     Still,  tliirc   i-  the   iinlictmeiit.  the 

.-ei!  has  (oi)fi--e(l;   I   have  sent   in  iiiv  report,  ami  ha\e  a 

r.iiit   t'or  111-  iiiipn-oiimeiii  ;   I  cannut  help  iiiv~elf.     A-  to 

'••    place  n\   iletention,   vmir  ^^ram!-on   will    he   taken   to  the 

I      ieiiTjxerie." 

■  riiank  voii.  iiioii.-ieiir,""  ,-ai<l  the  nii-erahie  P.oiirlac.  lie 
'  '  -eii-ele.-.-  on  the  >!inw.  ami  tiimhleil  mto  one  of  the  rain- 
i   ■'  r  ei>lern-.   whieh   at    that   tune  divnleil   the  tne-  on   the 

.''■\aril, 

i  he  ])oli(('  ollieer  called  for  help,  and  Xepomiuene  hurried 

■    with    Madame   \'aiithier.      The  old   man   wa-  carrni!   in- 

i     :-.  ami  the  woman  heL'L'ed  the  police  constahle.  as  he  went 

■     ':ie  Ihie  d'Knfer.  to  send  Dodor  Jicrtoii  as  .piicklv  as  f)os- 

■W'hat  is  the  matter  with  niv  ^'randfather -"'  asked  poor 
A  -iistc. 

■lie  is  crazed,  sir.     That  is  what  conies  of  thievinir  !"* 

Au^aiste  made  a  rush  as  thon;.di  to  'Tack  hi.-  skull:  hut  the 
t  '■  '  men  held  liini  Ijaek. 

'"('oni(>.  come,  young  man.  Take  it  i|iiietl_v."  said  the  otlicer. 
i"  calm.     You  have  done  wronu'.  hut  it  is  not  irremediahie." 

"But  pray,  monsieur,  tell  the  woman  that  mv  L'randfather 
S'l  •  probably  not  touched  fooii  for  these  twentv-four  hours." 
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"Oh,  poor  creatures  I"'  ^aid  tlie  otVuer  to  liiiiiself. 

llo  stopjied  the  cnaeh,  which  liad  started,  and  said  a  won 
in  his  clerk's  ear;  tlie  man  ran  olT  to  sjieak  tn  ohl  Vautli  .r 
and  then  returned  at  once. 

M()n>ieur  Bertnn  was  of  npinion  tliat  Monsieur  Bernanl- 
for  he  knew  hini  hv  no  other  name— was  sufTei'inir  from  m 
attack  nf  lii;.di  fever:  hut  wlien  Mailame  N'aiitliier  had  to!i 
liim  of  all  the  events  that  liad  led  up  to  it  in  tlie  way  in  whic! 
a  housekeeper  tells  a  s'ory,  the  doctor  tliou,<:ht  it  nece^sar 
to  rofiort  tlie  whole  l)usiness  next  day  to  Monsieur  Alain  a 
the  Cliurch  of  Saint-.Tae(pies  du  llaut-Pas.  and  ^fonsiru 
Alain  sent  a  pencil  note  hy  niessenirer  to  Monsieur  Nicola.' 
TiiU'  Chanoinesse. 

(lodefroid.  (HI  reaching'  home  the  ni,Ldit  liefore.  had  pive 
the  notes  on  tlie  hook  to  Monsieur  Nicolas,  who  spent  th 
^'reater  ]>art  of  the  niirht  in  reading  tlie  first  volume  of  Barn 
Bourhu's  work. 

On  the  fidlowini:  day  Madame  do  la  Chantorie  told  (lodi 
froiil  that  if  his  determination  still  held  p)od,  lie  might  h<\i:i 
on  his  work  at  once. 

(iodefroid.  initiated  hy  her  into  tho  financial  secret?  of  tli 
Societv,  worked  for  pcven  or  eight  hours  a  thiy.  and  for  seven 
months,  under  the  srpcrvision  of  Frederic  Mongenod.  wh 
came  every  Sundav  to  look  through  the  work,  and  who  praise 
liim  for  the  way  in  which  it  was  done. 

'"You  ar(>  a  valuahle  ac(piisition  for  the  saints  among  whoi 
yon  live,"  said  the  hanker  when  ail  the  accounts  wore  clearl 
"set  forth  and  halanceil.  '•'I'wo  or  three  hours  a  day  will  no 
ho  enough  to  keep  the  accounts  in  order,  and  during  the  re: 
of  voiir  time  you  can  help  theni.  if  you  still  feel  tho  vocatio 
as  you  did  six  months  since." 

This  was  in  tho  month  of  July  IS."^!^.  During  tlio  time  tli; 
had  elapsed  .-inco  tho  atfair  of  the  Boulevard  du  Mont-l'a 
tia-.-e,  (iodefroid,  eager  to  prove  himsolf  worthy  of  his  con 
panions.  had  never  asked  a  singh»  question  as  to  Baron  Bou 
lac;  for.  as  he  luid  not  heard  a  word,  uor  found  anything  i 
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[■'.>■  account-books  tluit  bore  on  tiu.'  niattiT,  he  suspected  that 
;:,.  silence  that  was  preserved  with  repird  to  the  two  men  who 
ill. I  Iteen  so  ruthless  to  Madame  de  la  Chanterie,  was  intended 
a-  a  test  to  which  ho  was  being  put,  or  perhaps  as  ])roof  that 
;i .  noble  lady't'  friends  had  avenged  her. 

l')Ut,  two  months  later,  in  the  cour>e  of  a  walk  one  day,  he 
w,  nt  as  far  as  the  Boulevard  du  Mont-l'arnasse,  managed 
i-i  iMcet  Madame  \'authier,  and  asked  her  for  some  news  (tf  the 
|v  riiard  family. 

"Who  can  tell,  my  dear  Monsieur  Godefroid.  what  has  be- 
I'  liif  of  those  people.  Two  days  after  your  e.\peditii)n — for  it 
vw!-  you,  you  cunning  dog,  who  blabbed  to  my  landlord — 
«.'ii!''body  came  who  took  that  old  swaggerer  off  my  hands. 
T  ;.  n,  in  four-and-twenty  hours,  everything  was  cleared  out 
-!!ot  a  stick  left,  nor  a  word  said — perfect  strangers  to  me, 
md  they  told  nie  nothing.  I  believe  he  packed  himsidf  off 
:■'  \lgiers  with  his  precious  grandson;  for  Xepomucenc,  who 
•>v;i-  very  devoted  to  that  young  thief— he  is  no  better  than  he 
-li'iiild  be  himself — did  not  find  him  in  the  Conciergerie,  and 
if  ilone  knows  where  they  are,  and  the  scamp  has  gone  off  and 
'■  f;  me.  You  bring  up  these  wretched  foundlings,  and  this 
\y  ihii  reward  you  get;  they  leave  you  high  and  dry.  I  have 
:  '  lieen  able  to  find  any  one  to  take  his  place,  and  as  the 
!>  :_'lihorhood  is  very  crowded,  and  the  house  is  full.  I  am 
w.rked  to  death." 

And  (Jodefroid  would  never  have  known  anything  more  of 
I'lron  Bourlac  but  for  the  conclusion  of  the  adventure,  which 
.i:ni'  about  through  one  of  the  chance  meetings  which  occur 
^n  I'aris. 

Ill  the  month  of  September,  (iodefroid  was  walking  down 
'■'-■  Ciiamps-filysee-,  when,  as  ho  passed  the  end  of  the  Kue 
M   'hcuf,  he  remrnd)ercd   Doctor   Ilalpersohii. 

I  ought  to  call  on  him."  thought  he.  '*and  ask  if  lie  cured 
ii  rlac's  daugliter.  What  a  voice,  what  a  gift  slu'  had  !  She 
■riled   to  dedicate  herself  to  Ood  I" 

\-  he  got  to  the  Kond-Point.  (Jodi'Troid  crossed  tlie  road 

•:;i'<lly  to  avoid  the  carriages  that  came  quickly  down  the 
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grand  avemic.aiifl  'ic  ran  up  against  a  youtli  who  had  a  young 
looking  woman  on  liis  arm. 

"Taivc  care!""  cried  the  young  man.     "Are  you  blind?" 

"Why,  it  is  you  I"  tried  Godefroid,  recognizing  August^'  il 
Mergi. 

Augu.-te  was  so  well  dressed,  so  handsome,  so  smart,  > 
proud  of  the  lady  he  was  escorting,  tiiat,  Init  for  the  niem 
ories  that  rushed  on  his  mind,  Godefroid  would  hanlly  luiv 
recognized  them. 

"Why.  it  is  dear  Monsieur  Godefroid  I""  exclaimed  the  lad) 

On  iiearing  the  delightful  tones  of  Vanda's  enchant  in 
voice,  and  seeing  her  walking,  Godefroid  stood  riveted  to  th 
spot. 

"Cured !"'  he  exclaimed. 

"Ten  days  ago  he  allowed  me  to  walk,"  she  replied. 

"Halpersohn?" 

"Yes,"  said  she.  "And  why  have  you  never  come  to  see  us 
— But,  indeed,  you  were  M'ise.  My  hair  was  not  cut  otT  ti 
ab.mt  a  week  ago.  This  that  you  >^(H'  is  but  a  wig;  but  tli 
doctor  assures  nie  it  will  grow  again  I — Hut  we  have  so  mue 
to  sav  to  each  other.  Will  you  not  come  to  dine  with  u>r- 
Oh,  that  harmonium!— (Hi.  monsieur!"  and  she  |)ut  her  Ihuk 
kerchief  to  her  eyes.  "I  will  treasure  it  all  my  life!  My  so 
will  preserve  it  as  a  relic. — My  father  has  sought  for  you  a 
through  Paris,  and  he  is  anxiously  in  search,  too,  of  his  in 
known  benefactors.  He  will  die  of  grief  if  you  cannot  he! 
him  to  find  thcTU.  He  sutTers  from  the  darke>t  melamlio]^ 
and  T  cannot  always  s\i<(eed  in  rousing  him  from  it." 

Fascinated  alike  by  the  voice  of  this  charmiiiL:  woman  r 
called  from  the  grave,  and  by  that  of  irresistiiile  curio'^it 
Godefroid  gave  his  arm  to  the  hand  held  out  l)y  the  Baroiu 
de  Mergi.  who  let  her  son  go  on  in  front  with  an  errand,  wliic 
the  lad  had  understood  from  his  motherV  nod. 

"I  sliall  not  take  you  far;  we  are  living  in  the  Alice  d'.\ni 
in  a  pretty  little  house  a  VAnijlauff :  we  have  it  all  to  on 
selves,  eaeii  of  us  occupies  a  floor.  Oh,  we  are  very  conifer 
able!     .\nd  mv  father  believes  that  vou  have  had  a  great  'l' 


to  do  with  the  good  fortune  that  is  poured  upon  us- 
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•Did  you  not  know  that  a  place  has  hoor\  frcati^d  for  h 


im 


Mi 
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III  conscciiiciicc  or  a  report  ironi  tiie  .Minister  tor  ruiilic  In- 
-TiKtion,  a  Chair  of  Leixisl.itnre.  like  one  at  the  Sorhonno? 
M  .  father  will  ^'ive  his  fir-t  course  of  l(>(tures  in  rlie  month 
nf  Xovenihor  next.  The  fjreat  work  nn  which  he  was  eiijiaired 
w'.'A  lie  puhlished  in  a  month  or  so:  tlu'  house  of  Cavalier  i.s 
!.rini:infj  it  out  on  half-profits  with  my  father,  and  has  paid 
! :;in  thirty  thou.sand  franc*  on  account  nf  iii,-  share:  so  he  is 
!. living'  the  house  we  live  in.  The  Minister  of  Justice  allows 
!:■  a  pension  of  twelve  hundred  francs  as  the  daughter  of  a 
r.  nred  maaristrate:  my  father  has  his  pension  of  a  thousand 
fTnwns.  and  he  had  five  thousand  francs  with  liis  professor- 


~h' 


[>.     We  are  so  economical  that  wo  shall  he  almost  rich. 


"My  Auj/uste  will  heirin  studyinfr  the  law  a  few  months 
h;  iicc ;  meanwhile,  he  has  cmployTnent  in  the  puhlic  proseeu- 
r-;"-  oflice.  and  frets  twelv(>  hundred   francs. — t)h,  ]\Ionsieur 

lefroid,  never  mention  that  miserahle  hiisiness  of  niv  poor 

A  :i:uste's.  For  my  part,  I  hless  him  every  day  .  ir  the  deed 
iviiich  his  grandfather  has  not  yet  forgiven.  Ilis  mother 
iii.  ~-es  him,  HalpiTsohn  is  devoted  to  him,  hut  the  old  public 
Tirnsccutor  is  implacable  I"' 

"What  business?"  asked  Godefroid. 

'■.\h  !  that  is  just  like  your  penerositv  I"  cried  Vanda.  "You 
ii.i.e  a  noble  heart.    Your  mother  mu-t  lie  pidiid  of  voii  I " 

""On  my  word.  I  know  nothing  of  tiie  matter  v<iu  allude  to," 
si  d  Ciodefroid. 

■•Rer.lly,  you  did  not  hear?"  .\nd  she  frankly  told  the  storv 
''  \iii:uste's  borrowing  from  the  doctor,  admiring  h(>r  .son  for 
action. 

■•P>ut  if  I  am  to  say  nothing  about  this  bi'forc  the  TSaron." 
•    •]  (Jodefroid.  "tell  me  how  your  son  got  out  of  die  -crape." 

■Well."  said  Vanda.  "as  I  told  vou.  my  son  is  in  the  public 

ecutor's  oflice.  and  has  met  with  the  greatest  kindne-s.   if,. 

"    -  not  kept  more  than  eight-and-forty  hours  in   the  Cun- 

■•_'(^rie,  where  he  was  lodired  with  thf  governor.  Thi' 
»   ;'hy  doctor,  wtio  did  not  get  Auguste's  beautiful,  siiblimi' 
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lottcr  till  the  t'\rnin<r.  withdrfw  ihc  chariT":  niid  tty  tho  iiitrr 
vontidii  of  a  foniuT  pnsidinj:  jiultri'  of  the  Supreme  (Vuirt- 
a  iriiin  iiiv  father  hiid  never  even  s(M'n — the  puldie  prnsee\ii(i 
had  tho  ]>oliee  a.LreiitV  repnrt  and  the  warrant  for  arrest  Imtl 
destrove(l.  In  fact,  not  a  trace  of  the  affair  survives  Imt  in  in; 
heart,  in  iiiv  son's  eoiiscienee,  and  in  hi.-  jrrandfather  s  iiu'i' 
— who,  since  that  (hiv.  >peaks  to  my  hoy  in  the  coldest  term? 
and  treats  him  as  a  stranjrer. 

"Onlv  v(ster(hiv.  Ilalper-ohn  was  intereedinfr  f<ir  liim  :  hu 
mv  father,  who  will  not  listen  to  me.  much  as  he  loves  mo 
re]ilird:  'You  are  the  person  rol)hed.  you  can  ami  ouj.dit  t' 
foririve.  l?ut  I  am  answeralde  for  the  tiiief — and  wlien  I  sa 
on  tlic  neneh.  I  never  [)ronounced  a  pardon  I' — 'You  will  kil 
your  dau^.'-hter,'  said  Ilalpersolin — I  heard  them.  My  fathe 
kept  silence."" 

"But  who  is  it  that  has  helped  you?" 

".\  jrentleman  who  is,  we  lielieve,  employed  to  distribut 
the  benefactions  of  the  (,)ueen." 

"What  is  he  like?""  asked  (Jodefroid. 

"He  is  a  grave,  thin  man,  sad-lookinjj — Fomething  like  m 
father.  It  wa-  he  who  had  my  father  eonveved  to  the  hoii? 
where  we  now  arc.  when  he  was  in  a  hjfrh  fever.  And.  jn- 
faniv,  as  soon  as  my  father  was  well,  I  was  removed  from  th 
private  hospital  and  hrouLrht  there,  where  T  found  my  ol 
bedroom  just  as  thoiiszh  1  had  never  left  it. — Malpersohr 
whom  the  tall  irentleman  had  quite  bewitched — bow  I  knoi 
not^then  told  me  all  about  my  father"s  sv,fferinL''s.  and  how  h 
had  .=old  the  diamonds  off  his  snufT-hoxI  ^fy  father  and  m 
boy  often  without  bread,  and  makintr  believe  to  b(>  rich  in  m 
presence! — Ob,  Monsieur  (iodefroid.  those  two  men  are  tnnt 
tyrs !  What  can  I  say  to  my  father?  I  can  only  repay  hir 
and  mv  son  bv  s;  ffering  for  them,  like  them.*' 

"And  had  the  tall  gentleman  something  of  a  military  air? 

"Oh.  you  know  him  I''  cried  Vanda,  as  they  reached  th 
door  of  the  botise. 

She  ,«eized  Godefroid's  band  with  the  grip  of  a  woman  i 
hysterics,  and  dragging  bim  into  a  drawing-room  of  whic 
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;!;.'  door  i-tood  (jjkii,  she  exclaimed — '"l-.itlior,  Monsieur  (iode- 
:   id  know?  your  benefactor." 

Il.iron  Bouriac,  whom  Godefroid  found  dressed  in  a  stylo 
-  .:!,il)le  to  a  retired  judge  of  his  higli  rank,  held  out  his  hand 
:  •  (iodefroid,  and  said  : 

"I  thought  as  much." 

'.udefroid  shook  his  head  in  negation  of  any  knowledge  of 
':!•  di'taiis  of  this  noble  revenge;  but  the  Baron  did  not  give 
iiiiii  time  to  speak. 

'Monsieur,'"  he  want  on,  "only  Providence  can  be  more 
I'i'vcrful,  only   Love  can  Ijc  more  thoughtful,  only   Mothcr- 

i: I  can  be  more  clear-sighted,  than  your  friends  wlio  are 

.1':  '■(!  with  tliose  great  divinities. — I  l)!e>s  the  chance  that  has 
I'd  to  our  meeting  again,  for  Monsieur  Josej)!!  has  vanished 
'  ■i;i|i!"tely ;  and  as  lie  has  succeeded  in  avoiding  every  snare  I 
I  ;ld  lav  to  ascertain  his  real  name  and  residence,  I  should 
i. ;  r  (li.vi  in  grief. — But  here,  read  his  letter. — And  you  know 
l^iiii?" 

liodefroid  read  as  follows: 

"Monsieur  le  Baron  Bouriac,  the  money  we  have  laid  out 
;  ;  you  by  the  orders  of  a  charitable  lady  amounts  to  a  sum 
>f  fifteen  thou.~and  francs.  Take  note  of  this,  that  it  may  be 
n  iiaid  either  by  you  or  by  your  descendants  when  your  family 
i>  .-utiiciently  prosperous  to  allow  of  it,  for  it  belongs  to  the 
]••'■>]■.  When  such  repayment  is  possible.  di>posit  the  money 
v..;i  f)we  with  the  Brothers  Mongenod,  bankers.  God  forgive 
V'U  your  sins!" 

The  letter  was  my?teriou.«ly  signed  with  five  crosses. 

(iiidefroid  returned  it. — "The  five  crosses,  sure  enough  I" 
'aid  he  to  himself. 

"\ow.  since  you  know  all,"  said  tht^  old  man.  "you  who 
'•v>  ■■(■  this  mysterious  lady's  messenger — tell  me  her  name." 

i  ler  name  I"  cried  Godefroid  ;  "her  name  I  Unhappy  man, 
I  ■  i'-r  ask  it !  never  try  to  find  it  out. — Oh.  niadame."  said  ho, 
t.iking  Madame  de  Mergi's  hand  in  his  own,  which  shook,  "if 
14 
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you  value  your  I'atlier's  -aiiity.  keep  liim  in  his  ignorance 
never  let  him  make  any  altem])t "" 

The  father,  the  dauj^'hter,  and  Auguj^te  stood  frozen  witi 
amazement. 

'"Well,  then,  the  woman  who  has  preserved  your  daughte 
for  ynii,"  said  (icidefniiil,  looking  at  the  old  lawyer,  "who  lia 
restorc'd  her  to  you,  young,  lovely,  fresh,  and  living — who  ha 
f-natihed  her  from  the  grave — who  has  rescued  your  gran.Uo 
from  liisgraet — who  has  secured  to  you  a  happy  and  respeete 

old  age — who  has  saved  you  all  three "  he  paused,  ''i^ 

Woman  whom  you  >ent  innocent  to  thehulks  for  twenty  year.s 
he  Went  on,  addro.-ing  Monsieur  IJourlae,  "on  whom,  froi 
your  judgment-seat,  you  poured  every  insult,  whose  saintl: 
ness  you  mocked  at,  and  Irom  whom  you  snatched  a  lovil 
daughter  to  send  her  to  the  most  horrible  death,  for  she  wa 
guillotined  I" 

Godefroid,  seeing  Vanda  drop  senseless  on  to  a  chair,  rushr 
out  of  the  room,  and  from  thence  into  the  Alice  d'Antii 
wliere  he  took  to  his  heels. 

"If  you  would  earn  my  forgiveness,"  said  Baron  Bourlc 
to  his  grandson, "follow  that  man  and  find  out  where  he  lives. 

Auguste  was  oil  like  a  dart. 

By  half-past  eight  next  morning.  Baron  Bourlac  was  knocl 
ing  at  the  old  yellow  gate  of  the  Hotel  de  la  Chaiiterie.  Ri 
Chanoinesse.  lie  asked  for  Madame  de  la  Chanterie,  an 
the  porter  pointed  to  the  stone  steps.  Happily  they  were  a 
going  to  liriakfast,  and  (lodefroid  recognized  the  Baron  in  tl 
courtyard  through  one  of  the  loopholes  tliat  lighted  the  stair 
He  had  hut  just  time  to  fly  down  and  into  the  drawins-rooi 
where  they  were  all  assembled,  crying  out — "Baron  Bourlac 

On  hearing  this  name,  Madame  de  la  Clianterie.  supportc 
by  the  Abbe  dc  Veze,  disappeared  into  her  room. 

"You  shall  not  come  in.  you  imp  of  Satan  I"  cried  Mano 
who  recognizeil  the  lawyer,  and  placed  her-^elf  in  front  of  tl 
drawing-room  door.     "Do  you  want  to  kill  my  mistress?" 

"Come,  Manon,  let  the  gentleman  pass,"  said  Monsiei 
Alaiu. 
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Manon  dropped  on  to  a  chair  as  if  her  knees  liad  both  j^iveii 
»iiy  at  once. 

"(ieiith'iiicii.''  said  the  Baron  in  a  voice  of  iloep  emotion,  us 
i  >■  recognized  Godefroid  and  Monsieur  Joseph,  and  liowed  to 
'lie  two  strang'TS,  "Beneficence  confers  a  claim  on  those  inne- 
:;t.d  by  it!" 

"Vou  owe  notliinp  to  us,"  said  the  worthy  Ahiin  :  "yon  owe 
■  vrrythinp  to  (lod." 

"Vou  are  saints,  and  you  have  the  serenity  of  saint-:,"'  re- 
[ilied  the  old  huvyer.  "You  will  hear  me.  I  i)e;:.  —  I  liave 
learned  that  the  superhuman  ])lessinps  tliat  have  been  heaped 
on  me  for  eighteen  months  ])ast  are  the  work  of  a  person  whom 
1  deeply  injured  in  tlie  course  of  my  duty;  it  was  fifteen  years 
before  I  was  assured  of  her  innocence;  this,  <rentlemen,  is  the 
Millie  remorse  I  have  known  as  diu'  to  the  exercise  of  my 
powers. — Listen  I  I  have  not  much  longer  to  live.  b\it  I  shall 
I'ise  that  short  term  of  life,  necessary  still  to  my  children 
whom  Madame  de  la  Chanterie  has  saved,  if  I  cannot  win  her 
f  Tgivcness.  (Jentlemen,  I  will  remain  kneeline  on  the  s()uare 
'if  Notre- Dame  till  she  has  spoken  one  word  I — I  will  wait  for 
iiiT  there! — I  will  kiss  the  print  of  her  feet;  T  will  find  tears 
til  soften  her  heart — T  who  have  been  dried  up  like  a  straw 
l\v  seeing  my  daughter's  sufferings " 

The  door  of  Madame  de  la  C'hanterie's  room  was  opened. 
tlie  Abbe  de  Veze  came  through  like  a  shade,  and  said  to  Mon- 
sii'iir  Joseph : 

"That  voice  is  killing  'Madame." 

"What  I  she  is  there  !    She  has  passed  there  !"  cried  Bourlac. 

He  fell  on  his  knees,  kissed  the  floor,  and  melted  into  tears. 
I  rying  in  a  heartrending  tone: 

"In  the  name  of  Jesus  who  died  on  the  Cross,  fonrivel  for- 
^'ive  !    For  my  child  has  suffered  a  thousand  deaths  !" 

The  old  man  cnlhipsed  so  entirely  that  the  spertators  be- 
' 'ved  he  was  dead. 

.\t  this  moment  Madame  de  la  f'hnnterie  appeared  like  a 
-:ii'ctre  in  the  doorway,  leaning,  half-fainting.  again>t  the 
'  le-post. 
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"In  tlio  iiaine  of  Louis  XVI.  and  Marie  Antoinette,  whom 
I  H-e  on  the  ?caiTold,  of  Madame  Elizabeth,  of  my  daughter, 
and  of  yours — in  the  name  of  Jesus,  I  forgive  you." 

As  lie  lieard  tlie  words,  the  old  man  looked  up  and  said : 

"Thus  are  the  angels  avenged." 

Monsieur  Joseph  and  Monsieur  Nicolas  helped  him  to  his 
feet,  and  led  him  out  to  the  courtyard;  Oodefroid  went  to 
call  a  coach;  and  when  they  heard  the  rattle  of  wheels.  Mon- 
sieur Nicolas  said  as  he  helped  the  old  man  into  it: 

'Tome  no  more,  monsieur,  or  j'ou  will  kill  the  mother  too. 
The  power  of  God  is  infinite,  but  human  nature  has  it? 
limits." 

Th  day  God'^froid  joined  the  Order  of  the  Brethren  of 
Consolation. 

ViKBzcHOTNiA.  Ukbaimb,  Dtetmbtr  1847. 
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To  Henri  Heine. 

I  inscribe  this  to  you,  my  dear  Heine,  to  you  that  represent  in 
I'.iriH  the  ideas  and  jwetry  of  Geruiany,  in  Cermany  the  lively  and 
rtitty  .riticisin  of  Frame;  for  you  better  than  any  other  will  know 
wiiatwoever  this  Study  may  contain  of  criticism  and  of  jept,  of 
love  and  truth. 

Dk  Balzac. 

•My  dear  friend,"  said  Mme.  de  la  Baudraye,  drawing  a  pile 
f  nianuKTipt  from  beneath  her  sofa  cushion,  "will  you  par- 
■ii'ii  inc  in  our  pro>ent  straits  for  making  a  short  story  of  some- 
iliing  which  you  told  me  a  few  weeks  ago?" 

"Anything  is  fair  in  these  times.  Have  you  not  seen  writers 
N  rving  up  their  own  hearts  to  the  public,  or  very  often  their 
iiii.-tress'  hearts  when  invention  fails?  We  are  coming  to 
iliis,  dear;  we  shall  go  in  quest  of  adventures,  not  so  much  for 
tlir  pleasure  of  them  as  for  the  sake  of  having  the  story  to 
!'  li  afterwards." 

"After  all,  you  and  the  Marquise  de  Rochefide  have  paid 
tiic  rent,  and  1  do  not  think,  from  the  way  things  are  going 
'm  re,  that  I  ever  pay  yours." 

"Who  knows?  Perhaps  the  same  good  luck  that  befell 
A!  mo.  de  Rochefide  may  come  to  you." 

"13o  you  call  it  good  luck  to  go  back  to  one's  husband?" 

■Xo;  only  great  iuck.    Come,  I  am  listening." 

And  Mme.  de  la  Baudraye  read  as  follows: 

"Scene— a  splendid  salon  in  the  Rue  de  Chartres-du-Roule. 
"n.'  of  tlu'  mo!.t  famous  writers  of  the  day  discovered  *it- 
:  :g  on  a  settee  beside  a  very  illustrious  Marquise,  with  whom 
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hi'  i^  on  .-uih  li-rnis  of  inliiuucy,  as  n  iiiaii  has  a  right  to  claim 
whfii  a  Wdiiian  singles  him  <>ut  and  keeps  hnn  at  her  siide  as  u 

ciPMipliKcnt  si.nfjrv-doulfitr  ratluT  than  a  makeshift.  ' 

"Well,"'  says  she,  "have  you  found  thoa.-  letters  of  whicli 
vou  >\<nh'  v.^tenhiy?     Vou  said  that  you  could  not  tell  mt 
all  about  Itiiii  without  tiieniy 
"Ves.  I  liavf  tiirui." 

"It  is  vour  turn  to  speak;  I  am  listening  like  a  child  wher 
lus  niothVr  l,i-in.>  the  tah-  of  Lf  (irand  Serpfiitin   Vert." 

"1  count  thr  young  man  in  (piestion  in  that  group  of  oui 
ac(|uainlanrr-  uhn  ii  we  are  wont  to  style  our  friends,  lit 
come-  ..f  a  good  iiiiiiy;  he  is  a  man  of  intinite  parts  aiu 
ill-luck,  full  of  .MclliMit  disjiositions  and  most  charmin; 
eonwr-aimi;  ;  xuiiiig  ii>  he  is.  he  has  seen  much,  and  whili 
awaiting  hetter  tilings,  he  dwells  in  Bohemia.  Bohemianisin 
wliicii  In  rights  >iiould  he  called  the  doctrine  of  the  Boule 
van!  des  llaliens.  tinds  its  recrnits  among  young  men  he 
tween  twenty  and  thirty,  all  of  them  men  of  genius  in  thei 
wav.  little  known,  it  is  true,  as  yet,  but  sure  of  recognitioi 
one  dav,  and  when  tiiat  day  coiiie>.  nf  great  distinction.  The: 
are  distinguished  as  it  is  at  carnival  time,  when  their  o.x 
uherant  wit.  repressed  for  the  rest  of  the  year,  linds  a  von 
ill  riini'i'  (ir  li'-s  iiigriiiuu-  hulVnonery. 

"Wliat  times  we  live  in  !  What  an  irrational  central  powp 
whicli  allows  ^llch  tremendous  energies  to  run  to  waste 
There  arc  diplomatists  in  Bohemia  (piito  capable  of  ove; 
turning  K'lissia's  d(>signs.  if  they  hut  felt  the  {)ower  < 
France  at  their  l)acks.  There  are  writers,  admini: 
tiators,  soldiers,  and  artists  in  Bohemia;  every  facult 
everv  kind  of  brain  is  represented  there.  Bohemia  is 
microcosm.  If  the  Czar  would  buy  Bohemia  for  a  sco: 
of  mill'., lis  and  set  its  population  down  in  Odessa— alwa; 
suppo-iiig  that  they  consented  to  leave  the  asplialt  of  tl 
Ijoulrvards— ()di'>-sa"  would  be  Paris  with  the  year.  I 
BoheMiia.  vou  lind  the  tlower  doome(l  to  wither  and  eon 
to  nothing;  liie  tlower  of  the  wonderful  young  manhood  < 
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1  1. 1  lice,   M  snujilit   after   hy    \a|i()|f«.n   atwl    l>niis    XIV..   so 

urlcctfd  for  tlir  lii>I  thirty  years  liy  the  nioilern  (Irroiitix  nuy 

,;il   is  l)li<.'litii)i(  everylliin^'  elst — tlnil  splendid  yoiiii;.'  riiaii- 

.i"d    fif   ulioiri   a    witness   so   little    prejudiced   as    I'mfessor 

I  ,->nt  wrote.  "Oil  all  .-ides  the  Kiiiperor  employed  a  yoiiiij^er 

leratioii   II)  e\rry  way  worthy  (d"  him;  in  his  cniiiicils.  in 

•    ^'eiicral    administration,    in    negotiations    hristlinj:   with 

liiulties  or  full  of  danger,  in  the  >rovernment  of  (•on(|Uered 

iutries;  and  in  all  places  Youth  responded  to  his  demands 

.  "11  It.      Voun<,'  men  were  for  Xapoleon  the  ;/*/>•>(  huminici 

:  (  harlema^'ne." 

'■'riie   word    Bohemia    tells  you   everything'.     Hohemia    has 

I'.thin;:  and   lives  uj)on   what    it   has.      Hope  is  it.-  reIi<rion; 

'.iith  (in  one.self)  its  creed;  and  charity  is  .-up|io.-.r(l  to  be  its 

;d-:et.     All   these  youn.i:  nun   ar<'  ^^reater   than   their  mis- 

itune;  they  are  under  the  feet  of  JMjrtune.  yet  more  than 

lal  to  Kate.  Always  ready  to  mount  and  riiie  an  if,  wittv 

I-  a  feuUlctoti,  blithe  as  only  tlio.se  can  he  that  are  deep  in 

:■  lit  and  drink  deep  to  match,  and  finally — for  here  I  come  to 

::.   point — hot  lovers,  and  what  lovers!     Picture  to  yourself 

.  velace,  and  Henri  Quatro.  and  the  Kegpnt.and  Wortiier.  and 

Mint-Prcu.x.  and  IJcne.  and  the  .Marechal  de  Richelieu-— think 

•■  all  these  in  a  siiij^Ie  num.  and  you  will  have  some  idea  of 

:.ir  way  of  love.     What   lovers!      Eclectic  of  all  thin>:s  in 

'.e.  they  will  serve  up  a  j)assi()n  to  a  woman's  order:  their 

arts  are  like  a  bill  of  fan-  in  a  restaurant.     Perhaps  they 

e  never  read  Stendhal's  De  I' Avuntr.  but    unnmsciously 

.  y  [lut  it  in  practice.     They  have  by  heart  their  chapters 

Love-Taste,     Love- Passion,     Love-Caprice,     Love-Crvstal- 

.   (I.  and  more  than  all.  Ivove-Transicnt.    All  is  jrood  in  their 

■  IS.     They  invented  the  burle.-(pie  a.\i(uu.  'In  the  sijjht  of 

:  in.  all  women  are  equal.'    The  actual  text  is  more  viirorously 

i'rded,  but  as  in  my  opinion  the  spirit  is  fal.-e.  I  do  not  stand 

(c  u{)on  the  letter. 

'"My  friend,  madanie.  is  named  Cabrie]  .lean  .\nne  Victor 
'•  njamin  George  Ferdinand  Charles  Kdw.ird  Rnsticoli, 
■>mte  de  ia  Palferine.    The  Kusticolis  came  to  1-rance  with 
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Cathniiii'  ilci  Mc(iici.  Iiavinj:  hwn  oii>;lt'i]  almut  that  -irii'' 
fr'>ni  tlii'ir  itiCuiitosiiiuil  Tiisran  irncrci^rntv  'IIkn  an"  di-- 
tnntlv  related  !■)  tlio  hous-o  of  Kste.  ami  rnnne<  ted  hy  mar- 
riaire  witli  the  (Juisps.  On  tbe  Day  nf  S.unt  Barthnloiiiew 
thov  slew  a  ^'(xnily  niiiiiher  of  Profe-:tant<,  nitd  <  'larles  I\ 
k'stowerl  tile  liaiul  of  the  hoiros-  of  the  ("omto  <ie  la  Palfennc 
upon  the  Hiisticoli  of  that  time.  The  C'ointe.  however,  hem;; 
a  part  of  the  eonliscatcil  hcids  of  the  Duke  of  Savoy,  whs  n- 
piinhased  hy  Henri  IV.  when  that  <:reat  kiiijr  so  far  hliui- 
dered  as  to  restore  the  fief;  and  in  e.\ehan^'e.  the  Uusticoli  — 
who  had  home  arms  lonjr  hefore  the  Medici  hnre  tlnrn. 
to-wit.  nr(jn>l  a  eross  flory  inurr  (the  cross  llower  de-lueed 
by  letters  patent  jjranted  hy  ('harle<  IX.).  and  a  count's  coro- 
net, with  two  peasants  for  supporters  with  the  motto  is  lioc 
SIONO  VINCIMIS-  -the  Husticoli,  I  repeat,  ri'tain.  .*  'heir  title, 
and  received  a  couple  of  otlices  under  the  crown  with  t!ii' 
trovernnient  of  a  province. 

"Troni  the  time  of  the  Valois  till  the  reipn  of  Richelieu,  a-: 
it  mav  he  called,  the  Uusticoli  played  a  moet  illn>trious  part; 
un<ler  lyouis  W\ .  their  plory  waned  somewhat,  under  Loui-^ 
XV.  it  went  out  altogether.  My  friend's  j,'randfather  wasted 
all  that  was  left  to  the  once  brilliant  house  with  Mile.  La- 
jruerre.  whom  he  first  discovered,  and  hrouirht  into  fashion 
l)efore  Rouret's  time.  Charles  Edward*^  own  fath«>r  was  an 
otTicer  without  any  fortune  in  17S;».  The  Revolution  caiiio 
to  his  assi,<tance  ;  he  had  the  sense  to  drop  his  title,  and  became 
])lain  Rusticoli.  Amon<:j  other  deeds,  M.  Rustieoli  married  a 
wife  durinj;  the  war  in  Italy,  a  Capponi,  a  L'oddauphter  of  tht 
Countess  of  .\lhany  (hence  T.a  Palferine's  final  names).  Rus- 
ticoli was  one  of  the  best  colonels  in  the  army.  The  Emperoi 
made  him  a  commander  of  the  I>><:ion  of  Tlonor  and  a  count 
His  spine  was  slightly  curved,  and  his  son  was  wont  to  sav 
of  him  laujjhinjrly  that  he  was  un  romte  refail  (conirrfait) 

"Oeneral  Count  Rusticoli,  for  he  became  a  hri<radier-pen- 
oral  at  Ratishon  and  a  freneral  of  the  division  on  the  field  ol 
Wajirram.  died  at  Vienna  almost  immodiately  after  his  promo 
tion,  or  his   name  and   ahilitv  would  sooner  or  later  have 
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loii^'lit   liirii   tlif  iii.ir.-!iar<   bAlnn.      I'tidiT   the   Ht'storatum 

;.   uDiilil  ccrtiiiiily  liavf  n  jmini!  llu'  fdrtuiU'h  of  a  frrcat  anil 

•  1"  faiiiilv  H)  Itriili.uit  cvi'ii  as  far  Iuk  k  a.>-  IK'n,  (i-ntuncs 

:  ur  till  V  totik  tile  I'rcndi  tillf-fnr  tlic  Hustiroli  liml  givoii 

;■  i|H    t(j  till-  cliurcli  ami  twice  r('\(>lntMtiizr(l  tin-  kiiigdoin 

:  Sapli'^ — M'  iliu.>itrious  apaiii  uiitlcr  tlu'  N'alois;  m)  di'xtiToiis 

!     ihc  (lay;-  of  the  Fronde,  that  olislinati'  Frondc'ur>  though 

!  I  y  wore,  they  still  existed  through  tlic  rcigii  of  Lmiis  XIV. 

Mazarin  favored  them;  there  was  the  Tuscan  strain  in  them 

ill.  and  he  recognized  it. 

"'ro-day.  when  Charles  Kdwurd  do  In  Palferine's  name  is 
;;,!  ntioned,  not  three  persons  in  a  hundred  know  the  history 
f  liis  house.  But  the  Bourbons  have  actually  left  a  Foix- 
<rr:nlly  to  live  by  his  easel. 

"All  I  if  you  but  knew  how  brilliantly  Charles  Fdward  nc- 
I'pts  his  obscure  position!  how  he  seotTs  at  the  bourgeois  of 
!^  id!  What  .\tlic  salt  in  his  wit  !  lie  would  be  the  king  of 
i^'heniia.  if  Bohemia  would  endure  a  king.  Ilis  vrrve  is  in- 
>  iiaustible.  To  him  we  owe  a  map  of  the  country  and  the 
names  of  the  seven  castles  which  Nodier  could  not  discover." 

"The  one  thing  wanting  in  one  of  the  cleverest  skits  of 

ir  time,"  said  the  Marquise. 

"Vou  can  form  your  own  opinion  of  La  Palferine  from 
i  few  characteristic  touches,"  continued  Nathan.  "He  once 
I  line  upon  a  friend  of  his,  a  fellow-Bohemian,  involved  in  a 
•■'.-pute  on  the  boulevard  with  a  bourgeois  who  chose  to  con- 
-  Icr  himself  afTronted.  To  the  modern  powers  that  be,  Bo- 
■  una  is  insolent  in  the  extreme.     There  was  talk  of  calling 

r  another  out. 

'"One  moment,'  interposed  La  Palferine,  as  much  I^uizun 
f-r  the  occasion  as  Lauzun  himself  could  have  been.  'One 
'  ;  nient.     Monsieur  was  born,  I  suppose?" 

"  'What,  sir  ?' 

"'Yes,  are  you  born?    What  is  your  name?' 

"'Godin."  ■ 

■  'Godin,  eh  I'  exclaimed  La  Palferine's  friend. 

■■  'One  moment,  my  dear  fellow/  interrupted  I^  Palferine. 
['here  are  the  Trigaiidins.     Are  vou  one  of  them?' 
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"Astonislinipnt. 

"'Xo?  Then  you  are  one  of  the  new  dukes  of  Gaeta,  I 
suppose,  of  iiiipcriul  creation?  Xo?  Oh,  well,  how  can  you 
expect  niv  friend  to  cros?  i-word>  with  }ou  when  he  will  be 
secretary  of  an  embassy  and  aniba?>ador  sutxr  d<nj.  and  yon 
will  owe  him  re.-iHH'l  ?  Goilin  .'  the  thing  is  non-existent !  You 
are  a  nonentity,  (iodin.  "My  friend  cannot  be  expected  to  beat 
the  air  I  When  one  is  somebody,  one  cannot  fight  with  a  no- 
body !     Come,  my  dear  fellow — good-day.' 

"  '^Iv  re-pi'  ;s  to  niadanie,'  added  the  friend. 

"Another  day  I.a  Palferine  was  walking  with  a  friend  who 
flumr  his  cigar  end  in  tlie  face  of  a  passer-by.  The  recipient 
had  the  bad  taste  to  resent  this. 

'*  'Yi'U  have  sto^d  yonr  antagonist's  fire,'  said  the  young 
Count,  'the  witnesses  d(^c]are  that  honor  is  satisfied.' 

'vLa  Palferine  owed  his  tailor  a  thousand  francs,  and  th(! 
man  ip.-Kad  of  going  himself  sent  his  assistant  to  ask  for  tho 
money.  Tlie  assistant  found  the  unfortunate  debtor  up  six 
pairs  I'l  stairs  at  the  back  of  a  yard  at  the  fur*^hcr  end  of  tho 
Faubourg  du  Roule.  The  room  was  unfurnished  pave  for  a 
bed  (sr.ch  a  bed!),  a  table,  and  such  a  table  I  La  Palferine 
heard  the  prejwsterous  demand — '\  demand  which  I  should 
qualify  as  illegal,'  ho  said  when  he  told  us  the  story,  'made,  as 
it  was,  at  seven  o'clock  in  the  morning.' 

"  'Go,'  he  answered,  with  the  gesture  and  attitude  of  a 
Mirabeau,  'tell  your  master  in  what  condition  you  find  me.' 

"The  assistant  apologized  and  withdrew.  I>a  Palferine, 
seeing  the  young  man  on  the  landing,  rose  in  the  attire  cele- 
brated in  verse  in  Britaniiicus  to  add,  'Remark  the  stairs! 
Pay  particular  attention  to  the  stairs;  do  not  forget  to  tell 
him  about  the  stairs!' 

'"In  every  position  into  which  chance  has  thrown  La  Pal- 
feriiu',  he  has  never  failed  to  rise  to  the  occasion.  All  that 
he  does  is  witty  and  never  in  bad  taste;  always  and  in  every- 
tliing  he  di>p!ays  the  genius  of  Rivarol,  the  polished  subtlety 
of  tile  old  Freneh  noble.  It  was  he  who  told  that  delicious 
anecdote  of  a  friend  of  Lallitte  the  banker.    A  national  fund 
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hnl  been  started  to  give  back  to  LatTitte  the  mansion  in  which 
•:,«•  Revolution  of  1830  was  brewed,  and  tliis  friend  ap- 
;.(ired  at  the  offices  of  the  fund  witli,  'Here  are  five  francs, 
L'lve  me  a  hundred  sous  change  I' — A  caricature  was  made  of 
;  —It  was  once  La  Paiferine's  misfortune,  in  judicial  stvle, 

•  i  make  a  young  girl  a  mother,  The  girl. not  a  very  simple  in- 
r,<M-ent.  confessed  all  to  her  mother,  a  respectable  matron,  who 
iiurried  forthwith  to  La  Palferine  and  asked  wiiat  he  meant 
;..  do. 

■■  "Why,  madame,'  said  he.  'I  am  neither  a  surgeon  nor  a 
midwife.' 

"She  collapsed,  init  three  or  four  years  later  sh(>  returned  to 
:/  charge,  still  persisting  in  her  inquiry.  'What  did  La  Pal- 
;'i  line  mean  to  do?' 

"  'Well,  madame,'  returned  he,  'when  the  child  is  seven 
years  old,  an  age  at  which  a  boy  ought  to  pass  out  of  wo- 
:  '  ii's  hands' — an  indication  of  entire  agreement  on  the 
•iither's  part — 'if  the  child  is  really  mine' — another  gesture 
■  '(  assent — 'if  there  is  a  striking  likeness,  if  he  bids  fair  to 
'  a  gentleiTian,  .  ^  can  recognize  in  him  my  turn  of  mind, 
ind  more  particularly  the  Rusticoli  air;  then,  oh — ah  I' — a 

•  iw  movement  from  the  mat  n — 'on  my  word  and  honor,  I 
v.ll  make  him  a  coniet  of — sugar-plums  I' 

'"All  this,  if  you  will  permit  me  to  make  use  of  the  phraseol- 

..\  employed  by  M.  Sainte-Beuve  for  his  biographies  of  ob- 

-  nrities — all  this,  I  repeat,  is  the  playful  and  sprightly  yet 

ah-cady  somewhat  decadent  side  of  a  strong  race.     It  smacks 

nither  of  the  Parc-aux-Cerfs  than  of  the  Hotel  de  Rambouillet. 

I'  is  a  race  of  tl  e  strong  rather  than  of  the  sweet;  I  incline 

t<>  lay  a  little  debauchery  to  its  charge,  and  more  than  I  should 

^*;-h  in  brilliant  and  generous  natures;  it  is  gallantrv  after 

■'  ■  fashion  of  the  Marechal  de  Richelieu,  high  spirits  and 

■r 'lie  carried  rather  too  far;  perhaps  we  may  see  in  it  the 

.Inmrrs  of  another  age.  the  Eighteenth  Centurv  pushed  to 

•\tremes;  it  harks  back  to  the  Musketeers;  it  is  an  exploit 

•  i'U    from    Champcenetz:    nay,    such    light-hearted    incon- 

-tancy  takes  us  back  to  the  festooned  and  ornate  period  of  the 
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old  court  of  tlie  Valois.  In  an  a<re  as  moral  as  the  present, 
wfc  are  bound  to  regard  audacity  of  this  kind  sternly;  still,  at 
the  same  time  tiiat  'curnet  of  suixar-plums'  may  serve  to  warn 
young  girls  of  the  perils  of  linjrering  where  fancies,  more 
charming  than  chastened,  come  thickly  from  the  first;  on  the 
rosy  flowery  unguarded  slopes,  where  trespasses  ripen  into 
errors  full  of  equivocal  ciTervescence,  into  too  palpitating 
issues.  The  anecdote  puts  La  Palferine's  genius  before  you 
in  all  its  vivacity  ami  completeness.  IIi^  realizes  Pascal's 
cntrc-dcuj,  ho  comprehends  the  whole  scale  between  tender- 
ness and  pitil.'>sncss.  and,  like  Kpaminomlas,  he  is  equally 
great  in  extremes.  .\nd  not  merely  so,  his  epigram  ctamps 
the  e])0(h;  the  (icrouclnnir  is  a  modern  innovation.  All  the 
refinements  of  modern  eivilization  are  summed  up  in  the 
phrase.     It  is  monumental." 

"Look  here,  my  dear  Nathan,  what  farrago  of  nonsense 
is  this?"  asked  the  Marquise  in  bewilderment. 

"Madame  la  ^Larquise,"  returned  Nathan,  "you  do  not 
know  the  value  of  these  'precious"  ])hrases:  I  am  talkinj: 
Sainte-Beuve.  the  new  kind  of  French. — I  resume.  Walking 
one  day  arm  in  arm  with  a  friend  along  the  boulevard,  he  was 
accosted  by  a  ferocious  creditor,  who  inquired: 

"'Are  you  thinking  of  me.  sir?' 

"  'Not  the  least  in  the  world,'  answered  the  Count. 

"Remark  the  difilculty  of  the  position.  Talleyrand,  in 
similar  circumstances,  had  already  replied,  'You  are  very  in- 
quisitive, my  dear  fellow!'  To  imitate  the  inimitable  great 
man  was  out  of  the  question.— La  Palferine.  generous  a« 
Buckingham,  could  not  bear  to  be  caught  empty-handed.  One 
dav  when  he  had  nothing  to  give  a  little  Savoyard  chimney- 
sweeper, he  dipped  a  hand  into  a  barrel  of  grapes  in  a  grocer's 
doorway  and  filled  the  child's  cap  from  it.  The  little  one  ate 
away  at  his  grapes:  the  grocc  began  by  laughing,  and  endei 
bv  holding  out  his  hand. 

"  "  'Oh,  fie !  monsieur,'  said  La  Palferine,  'your  left  hanc 
ought  not  to  know  what  my  right  hand  doth.' 

"With  his  adventurous  courage,  he  never  refuses  any  odds 
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but  thore  is  wit  in  his  Ijravado.  In  tlio  Pa??a<ro  do  I'Opera 
he  chanced  to  moot  a  man  wlio  Iiad  s[)(il<on  sliphtingly  of  him. 
flhowod  him  as  ho  passed,  and  then  turned  and  jostled  him  a 
MM'ond  time. 

"  'You  are  very  clumsy  !" 

"'On  tho  contrary:  I  did  it  on  purpose' 

•The  younp  man  pulled  out  his  card.  La  Palferine  dropped 
;t.  'It  has  boon  carri"d  too  long  in  the  pocket.  Be  good 
in'iugh  to  give  me  another.' 

"On  the  ground  he  received  a  thrust ;  blood  was  drawn;  his 
antagonist  wished  to  stop. 

"'You  are  wounded,  monsieur!' 

■'  'I  disallow  the  holte,'  said  La  Palferine,  as  coolly  as  if 
hi'  had  been  in  the  fencing-saloon;  then  as  he  riposted  (send- 
ing: the  point  home  this  time),  he  added,  'There  is  the  right 
thrust,  monsieur!' 

"Ilis  antagonist  kept  his  bed  for  si.x  months. 

"This,  still  following  on  M.  Sainto-Bouvo's  tracks,  recalls 
th"  raffines,  tho  fine-edged  raillery  of  the  best  days  of  the 
monarchy.  In  this  speech  you  discern  an  untrammeled  but 
drifting  life;  a  gaiety  of  imagination  that  deserts  us  when 
■)ur  first  youth  is  past.  The  prime  of  tho  blossom  is  over, 
h'.i!  there  remains  tho  dry  compact  seed  with  the  germs  of  life 
in  it,  r.  ady  against  the  coming  winter.  Do  you  not  see  that 
th(  so  things  are  symptoms  of  something  unsatisfied,  of  an  un- 
rc-t  impossible  to  analyze,  still  less  to  describe,  yet  not  in- 
(iiniprehensible;  a  somethi7ig  ready  to  break  out  if  occasion 
rails  into  flying  uploaping  fiamo?  It  is  the  accidia  of  the 
'I'listor:  a  trace  of  sourn(>ss,  of  ferment  ong''ndorod  by  the 
tnfurced  .stagnation  of  youthful  energies,  a  vague,  obscure 
III.  iancholy." 

"That  will  do,"  said  tho  Marquise;  "you  are  giving  me  a 
niirital  shower  bath." 

"It  is  the  early  afternoon  languor.  If  a  man  has  noth- 
:nL'  to  do,  ho  will  sooner  got  into  mischief  than  do  nothing  at 
ail;  this  invariably  happens  in  France.  Youth  at  ihe  pros- 
'■;::  day  has  two  sides  to  it;  the  studious  or  unappreciated, 
and  the  ardent  or  passionne." 
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"That  will  do!"  n'licatcd  Mine,  ilc  Uoc-lipfido,  with  an  an- 
thoritativf  p'^ture.     "You  are  settin<r  my  nerves  on  eflge." 

"To  fini>h  my  portrait  of  La  Palferine.  1  has^ten  to  make 
the  phins:('  into  the  pilhmt  re.Ln. ms  of  his  character,  or  you 
will  not  umlerstand  tlu'  peculiar  genius  of  an  admirable  re])- 
reseiUalive  of  a  certain  section  of  mischievous  youth — youtl. 
Ftrong  eiiou,i:h.  lie  it  said,  to  laugh  at  the  i)0:^ition  in  which 
it  is  put  hy  those  in  jjower:  shrewd  enough  to  do  no  W(irk. 
since  work  prolitclli  nothing,  yet  so  full  of  life  that  it  fastens 
upon  pleasure— the  one  thing  that  cannot  be  taken  away. 
And  nu'anwhile  a  bourgeois,  mercantile,  and  bigoted  policy 
continues  to  cut  oif  all  the  sluices  through  which  so  much 
aptitude  and  ability  would  find  an  outlet.  Poets  and  men 
of  science  are  not  wanted. 

"To  give  you  an  idea  of  the  stupidity  of  the  new  court,  1 
will  tell  you  of  something  which  happetied  to  T.a  Talferino 
There  is  a  sor*-  of  relieving  orticer  on  the  civil  list.  This  func^ 
tionary  one  day  discovered  that  La  I'alferine  was  in  dire  dis 
tress,  drew  up  a  report,  no  doul)t.  and  brought  the  descondaiil 
of  the  Rusticolis  fifty  francs  by  way  of  alms.  La  Palferim 
received  the  visitor  with  perfect  courtesy,  and  talked  o: 
various  persons  at  court. 

"'Is  it  true,'  ho  asked,  'that  ^llle.  d'Orleans  contributei 
Buch  and  such  a  sum  to  this  benevolent  scheme  started  by  he; 
nephew?     If  so.  it  is  very  gracious  of  her.' 

"Xow  La  Palferine  had  a  servant,  a  little  Savoyard,  agei 
ten,  who  waited  n  him  without  wages.  La  Palferine  calltM 
him  Father  .\nchises.  and  used  to  ^ay.  '1  have  never  seen  suci 
a  mi.xture  of  besotted  foolishness  with  great  intelligence;  h 
would  go  through  fire  and  water  for  me;  he  understand 
everything — and  yet  he  cannot  grasp  the  fact  that  I  can  di 
nothing  for  him.' 

"Anchises  ,vas  despatched  to  a  livery  stable  with  instruc 
tions  to  hire  a  hand.>;oine  brougham  with  a  man  in  livery  bo 
hind  it.  By  the  time  the  carriage  arrived  below.  La  Palferin 
had  skilfully  pilottnl  the  conversation  to  the  subject  of  th 
functions  of  his  visitor,  whom  he  has  since  called  'the  ue 
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mitigated  misery  man.'  and  learned  the  nature  of  his  duties 
.!iid  his  stipend. 

"  'Do  they  allow  you  a  carriage  to  go  about  the  town  in  this 
«av?' 

"  'Oh !  no.' 

"At  that  La  Palferino  and  a  friend  who  happened  to  be 
uith  him  wont  downstairs  with  the  poor  .soul,  and  insisted 
•■'.'.  putting  him  into  the  carriage.  It  was  raining  in  torrents. 
l.;i  I'alferine  had  thought  of  everything.  He  offered  to  drive 
the  official  to  the  next  hou.-e  on  his  list ;  and  when  the  almoner 
laiiie  down  again,  he  found  the  carriage  waiting  for  him  at 
the  door.  The  man  in  livery  handed  him  a  note  written  in 
pencil : 

"  'The  carriage  has  been  engaged  for  three  days.  Count 
Rusticoli  de  la  Palferine  is  too  happy  to  associate  himself 
with  Court  charities  by  lending  wings  to  Royal  beneficence.' 

"La  Palferine  now  calls  the  civil  list  the  uncivil  li.st. 

"iie  was  once  passionately  lo-ed  Iiy  a  lady  of  somewhat  light 
'•onduct.  Antonia  lived  in  the  Rue  du  Helder;  she  had  seen 
.i:id  been  seen  to  some  extent,  but  at  the  time  of  her  ac- 
•jiiaintance  with  La  Palferine  she  had  not  yet  'an  establish- 
iiii  nt.'  Antonia  was  not  wanting  in  llie  insolence  of  old 
■iivs.  now  degenerating  into  rudeness  among  women  of  her 
'  'i-s.  .\fter  a  fortnight  of  unmixed  bliss,  .-lie  was  compelled, 
I"  the  interest  of  her  civil  li..t,  to  return  to  a  less  e.vclusivc 
-  lem;  and  La  Palferine.  di.scovering  a  certain  lack  of  sin- 
■  ity  in  her  dealings  with  him,  .sent  Madame  Antonia  a  note 
"•':i(h  made  her  famous. 

" 'M.\n.\Mi:. — Your  conduct  causes  me  much  surprise  and 
:  ■  less  distress.  Xot  content  with  rendinc:  mv  heart  with 
V.Mr  disdain,  you  have  been  so  little  tliou£rhtful  as  to  retain 
a  inothbni-li.  which  my  means  will  not  piM-rnit  me  to  refdaee, 
■:  >  estates  being  mortgaged  bevond  tlieir  value. 

■'  'Adieu,  too  fair  and  too  ungrateful  friend  !  Mav  wv  meet 
;i-Min  in  a  better  world. 

"'CuARi.ii.s  Edwahd.' 
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"Assuri'dly  (to  a\iiil  dursflvcs  yot  further  of  Sainte-Beuve' 
Babylonish  diaUct),  this  far  oulpasscs  llio  raillery  of  Sterne' 
Sen'limenlal  Jounni/;  it  iiii^'ht  hi'  Scarron  without  his  gross 
ness.  Nay.  I  do  nut  know  hut  that  Moln're  in  his  lighte 
mood  would  not  have  said  of  it,  as  of  ("yrano  de  Bergerac' 
best — 'This  is  mine.'  Hiclu'lieu  himself  was  not  more  enni 
plete  wlien  he  wrote  In  l!ir  prineess  waiting  for  him  in  th 
Palais  Koyal — 'Stay  there,  my  queen,  to  charm  the  seuilio: 
lads.'  At  the  same  time,  Charles  Edward's  humor  is  les 
biting.  I  am  iml  .-are  that  this  kind  of  wit  was  know 
among  the  ti reeks  and  Romans.  Plato,  possibly,  upon 
closer  inspection  approaciies  it,  but  from  the  austere  an 
musical  side " 

"Xo  more  of  that  jargon,"  the  Marquise  broke  in,  "in  prir 
it  may  be  endurable:  but  to  have  it  grating  upon  my  ears  i 
a  punishment  which  I  do  not  in  the  least  deserve."' 

"He  first  met  Claudine  on  this  wi.se,"  continued  Xathai 
"It  was  one  of  the  unfdled  days,  when  Youth  is  a  burden  t 
itself;  days  when  youth,  reduced  l)y  tlie  overweening  presuni] 
tion  of  Age  to  a  condition  of  potential  energy  and  dejectioi 
emerges  therefrom  (like  Blondet  under  the  Restoration 
cither  to  get  into  mischief  or  to  set  about  some  colossal  pie( 
of  buffoonery,  half  excused  by  the  very  audacity  of  its  conce] 
tion.  La  Palferine  was  sauntering,  cane  in  hand,  up  an 
down  the  pavemeiit  between  the  Rue  de  Grammont  and  tl 
Rue  de  Richelieu,  when  in  the  distance  he  descried  a  woina 
too  elegantly  dressed,  covered,  as  he  phrased  it,  with  a  gre; 
deal  of  portable  property,  too  expensive  and  too  careless! 
worn  for  its  owner  to  he  other  than  a  princess  of  the  Cou 
or  of  the  stage,  it  was  not  easy  at  first  to  say  which.  Bi 
after  July  1830.  in  his  opinion,  there  is  no  mistaking  the  ii 
dications — the  princess  can  only  be  a  princess  of  the  stag 

"The  Count  came  up  and  walked  by  her  side  as  if  she  hi 
given  him  an  assignation.  He  followed  her  with  a  courteoi 
persistence,  a  persistence  in  good  taste,  giving  the  lady  fro 
time  to  time,  and  always  at  the  right  moment,  an  authorit 
tive  glance,  which  compelled  her  to  submit  to  his  escort.  An; 
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-ly  but  La  Palforiiic  would  have  l)oen  frozen  by  his  recep- 

-n.  and  disconcorted  by  the  lady's  first  elTorls  t(i  rid  horscit' 
.  !  Iicr  cavalier,  l)y  her  chilly  air,  her  curt  speeches;  but  no 
.iMvity,  with  all  the  will  in  the  world,  could  hold  out  long 
,:_Minst  La  Palferine's  jestin;.'  replie>.  The  fair  stranger  went 
,!:!■>  her  milliner's  shop.  Charles  Kdward  followed,  took  a 
-  at.  and  gave  his  opinions  and  advice  like  a  man  that  meant 
'  '  pav.     This  coolness  disturbed  tlie  lady.     She  went  out. 

"On  the  stairs  she  spoke  to  her  persecutor. 

■■'Monsieur,  I  am  about  to  (all  upon  one  of  my  hus- 
t.ind's  relatives,  an  elderly  lady,  .Mme.  de  Bonfalot — —' 

"  'Ah !  Mme.  de  Bonfalot,  charmed,  I  am  sure.  I  am  going 
there.' 

"The  pair  accordingly  went.  Charles  Edward  came  in 
with  the  lady,  every  one  believed  that  she  had  brought  him 
with  her.  He  took  part  in  the  conversation,  was  lavish  of 
his  polished  and  brilliant  wit.  The  visit  lengthened  out.  That 
wa«  not  what  he  wanted. 

"'Madame,'  he  said,  addressing  the  fair  stranger,  'do  not 
fnrpet  that  your  husband  is  waiting  for  us.  and  only  allowed 
n-  a  quarter  of  an  hour.' 

"Taken  aback  by  such  boldness  (which,  as  you  know,  is 
never  displeasing  to  you  women),  led  captive  by  the  con- 
queror's glance,  by  the  astute  yet  candid  air  which  Charles 
Fiiward  can  assume  when  he  chooses,  the  lady  rose,  took  the 
arm  of  her  self-constituted  escort,  and  went  downstairs,  but 
on  the  threshold  she  stopped  to  speak  to  him. 

"'  'Monsieur,  I  like  a  joke ' 

"  'And  so  do  I.' 

"She  laughed. 

"'But  this  may  turn  to  earnest.'  he  added;  *it  only  rests 
with  you.  I  am  the  Comte  de  la  Palferine,  and  I  am  delighted 
r:  at  it  is  in  my  power  to  lay  my  heart  and  my  fortune  at 
y-^tr  feet.' 

"La    Palferine    was   at    that    time   twenty-two   years   old. 
(This  happened  in  1834.)     Luckily  for  him,  he  was  fa.shion- 
ni  !\  dressed.    I  can  paint  his  portrait  for  you  in  a  few  words. 
15 
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He  was  the  livinp  iniaf.'o  of  Louis  XIII.,  with  the  same  whii, 
forehead  and  frraciuiis  outline  of  the  temples,  the  same  oliv 
ekin  (that  Italian  olive  tint  which  turns  white  where  \h 
lif,'ht  falls  on  it),  the  hn.wii  hiiir  worn  rather  long,  ih 
black  'royale,'  the  grave  and  melancholy  expression,  for  L 
Palferine's  character  and  exterior  were  amazingly  at  variance 

"At  the  sound  of  the  name,  and  the  sight  of  its  ownci 
something  like  a  (piiver  thrilled  through  Claudine.  T.a  Till 
ferine  saw  the  vibration,  and  shot  a  glance  at  her  out  of  ili 
dark  depths  of  almond-shaped  eyes  with  purpled  lids,  an 
those  faint  lines  about  them  which  tell  of  pleasures  as  co?tl 
as  painful  fatigue.  With  those  eyes  upon  her,  she  said- 
'Your  address?' 

"  'What  want  of  address !' 

"'Oh,  pshaw!'  she  said,  smiling.     'A  bird  on  the  bough: 

"'Good-bye,  madame.  you  are  mch  a  woman  as  I  seel 
but  mv  fortune  is  far  from  equaling  my  desire ' 

"He  bowed,  and  there  and  then  left  her.  Two  days  late 
by  one  of  the  .strange  chances  that  can  only  happen  in  Pari 
he  had  betaken  himself  to  a  money-lending  wardrobe  deah 
to  sell  such  of  his  clothing  as  he  could  spare.  He  was  just  n 
ceiving  the  price  with  an  uneasy  air,  after  long  chaffering 
when  the  stranger  lady  passed  and  recognized  him. 

"  'Once  for  all,'  cried  he  to  the  bewildered  wardrobe  deale 
'I  tell  you  I  am  not  going  to  take  your  trumpet !' 

"He  pointed  to  a  huge,  much-dinted  musical  instrumen 
hanging  up  outside  against  a  background  of  uniforms,  civ 
and^military.     Then,  proudly  and  impetuously,  he  follow* 

the  lady. 

"From  that  great  day  of  the  trump^^r  ihese  two  understof 
one  another  to  admiration.  Charles  Edward's  ideas  on  tl 
subject  of  love  are  as  sound  as  possible.  According  to  hii 
a  man  cannot  love  twice  there  is  but  one  love  in  his  lil 
time,  but  that  love  is  a  d,  .'p  and  shoreless  sea.  It  may  bre; 
in  upon  him  at  any  time,  as  the  grace  of  God  found  St.  Pau 
and  a  man  may  live  sixty  years  and  never  know  love.  Pf 
haps,  to  quote  Heine's  superb  phrase,  it  is  'the  secret  malai 
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of  the  heart' — a  sense  of  the  Infinite  that  there  is  within  up, 
i>p'other  with  the  rcvflation  nf  the  idcil  nciiuty  in  its  visible 
form.  This  love,  in  short,  ('oniiiri'lii'iKls  hotli  tli(>  fre.'itnrc  and 
creation.  But  so  long  as  there  is  no  question  of  this  great 
poetie&l  eonception.  the  loves  that  rannot  lust  ran  onlv  be 
taken  lightly,  as  if  they  were  in  a  manner  snatches  of  song 
compared  with  Love  the  epic. 

"To  Charles  Edward  the  adventure  brought  neither  the 
thunderbolt  signal  of  love's  coming,  nor  yet  that  gradual 
revelation  of  an  inward  fairness  which  draws  two  natures 
tiy  degrees  more  and  more  strongly  each  to  each.  For  there 
are  but  two  ways  of  love — love  at  first  sight,  doubtless  akin 
to  the  Highland  Vecond-sight,'  and  that  slow  fusion  of  two 
natures  which  realizes  Plato's  'Mian-woiuiiii."  Kut  if  Charle,"? 
lldward  did  not  love,  he  was  loverl  to  distraction.  Claudine 
found  love  made  complete,  body  and  soul ;  in  her,  in  short. 
La  Palferine  awakened  the  one  passion  of  her  life ;  while  for 
iiiii  Claudine  was  only  a  most  charming  mistress.  The  Devil 
hini.^elf,  a  most  potent  magician  certainly,  with  all  hell  at 
his  back,  could  never  have  changed  the  natures  of  these  two 
unequal  fires.  I  dare  affirm  that  Claudine  not  un frequently 
tiored  Charles  Edward. 

'*  'Stale  fish  and  the  woman  you  do  not  love  are  only  fit  to 
tling  out  of  the  window  after  three  days,'  he  used  to  say. 

''In  Bohemia  there  is  little  secrecv  observed  over  these  af- 
fairs. La  Palferine  used  to  talk  a  good  deal  of  Claudine; 
lint,  at  the  same  time,  none  of  us  saw  her,  nor  so  much  as 
knew  her  name.  For  us  Claudine  was  almost  a  mythical  per- 
.Minage.  All  of  us  acted  in  ttie  same  way,  reconciling  the  re- 
ijuirements  of  our  common  life  with  the  rules  of  good  taste. 
Claudine,  Hortense,  the  Baroness,  the  Bourgeoise,  the  Em- 
press, the  Spaniard,  the  Lioness. — these  were  cryptic 
titles  which  permitted  us  to  pour  out  our  jovs.  our  cares,  vexa- 
tions, and  hopes,  and  to  communicate  our  discoveries.  Fur- 
ther, none  of  us  went.  It  has  been  known,  in  Bohemia,  that 
•  hance  di.scovered  the  identity  of  the  fair  unknown;  and  at 
once,  as  by  tacit  convention,  not  one  of  us  spoke  of  her  again. 
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Tlii.s  fact  may  >^how  how  far  ymitli  possi-s.^i's  a  son^o  of  true 
dolicacy.  Ilnw  a<liiiiral)ly  ('crtaiii  natures  of  a  finer  clay  know 
tlu'  limit  line  whore  jest  must  cnfl.  aii<l  all  that  host  of  thin;:- 
French  cnvcn'd  hy  the  sIhiil'  wonl  lildt/iir,  a  word  which  will 
shortly  lu'  cast  out  of  the  l:in;:ua^u>  (let  us  hope),  and  yot  it 
is  the  only  one  which  conveys  an  idea  of  the  sp.rit  of  Bo- 
hemia. 

"So  we  often  used  to  joke  ahout  Claudine  an<l  the  Count 
— "roHJiiurs  I'lauiliiir.''  sunp  to  the  air  of  T'luioiirs  '?c«</rr 
— 'What  are  you  makinjj  of  Claudine?' — 'How  is  Claiidine?' 

"'I  wi<h  you  all  such  a  mistress,  for  all  the  harm  I  wi-h 
you,'  La  Palferine  be^ran  one  day.  'Xo  j.'reyhound,  no  basset- 
do<r,  no  poodle  can  match  her  in  petitleness,  suhmissivcnessi, 
and  complete  tenderness.  Th(>re  are  times  when  I  reproach 
my.'^elf,  when  I  take  myself  to  task  for  my  hard  heart, 
Claudine  obeys  with  saintly  sweetness.  She  conies  to  me, 
I  tell  her  to  j;o,  she  jroes,  she  does  not  even  cry  till  she  is  out 
in  the  courtyard.  I  refuse  to  see  Ikm'  for  a  whole  week  ;!t  ;i 
time.  I  tell  her  to  come  at  such  an  hour  on  Tuesday:  and 
be  it  midnight  or  six  o'clock  in  the  mornin<r,  ten  o'clock,  fivf 
o'clock,  breakfast  time,  dinner  time,  bed  time,  anv  particu- 
larly inconvenient  hour  in  the  day — she  will  come,  punctual 
to  the  minute,  beautiful,  beautifully  dressed,  ami  enchantin;: 
And  phe  is  a  married  wonuin,  with  all  the  complications  and 
duties  of  a  household.  The  fibs  that  she  must  invent,  the  rea- 
sons she  must  find  for  conformiiiir  to  my  whims  would  tax 
the  ingenuity  of  some  of  us!  .  .  .  Claudine  nevei 
wearies;  you  can  alway-^  count  upon  her.  It  is  not  love.  1 
tell  her,  it  is  infatuation.  She  writes  to  me  every  flay;  I  dr 
not  read  her  letters:  she  found  that  out,  but  still  she  writes 
Sec  here ;  there  are  two  hundred  letters  in  this  casket.  She 
begs  mo  to  wipe  my  razors  on  one  of  her  letters  every  day 
and  I  punctually  do  .so.  She  thinks,  and  rightly,  that  th( 
sight  of  her  handwriting  will  j)ut  me  in  miml  of  her.' 

"La  Palferine  was  dre.-;sintr  as  be  told  us  thi.~.  I  look  up  th« 
letter  which  he  was  about  to  put  to  this  use,  read  it.  and  kepi 
it.  as  he  did  not  ask  to  have  it  back.  Here  it  is.  I  looked 
for  it,  and  found  it  as  I  promised. 
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•  Monikiy  (  'i  I'lnigfU). 

■"\V(»!i,  iny  dear,  arf  you  ^,ll^■.^R•<^  uith  ine?  I  did  not 
^1  n  it!>k  t'nr  ymir  liainl.  \ct  uni  iiii;.'lil  i-.;r-ily  liavu  jriven  it 
In  me.  and  I  li)ti;:fd  sn  tiiiich  tn  hold  it  to  my  hci.rt.  to  my 
'![»-.  No.  I  did  not  a^k.  I  am  so  affaid  of  di>|ilcasinfr  vou. 
I»n  you  know  r)n('  lliiii;:?  'l'lioii;:li  I  am  t  ruclly  sure  that  any- 
tiiiiif:  I  do  is  a  malt'T  of  pi-rfci  t  iiidilTtTciKi'  to  you,  I  inn 
lionr  the  h'ss  extremely  timid  in  mv  eotidmt:  tin-  wouum 
;liat  h.'lorif:-  to  you.  whatever  her  tith-  to  call  her>elf  yours, 
;  ii-t  not  incur  so  much  a.«  t  shadow  of  blame.  In  so  far 
-  love  comes  from  the  aiifrel,-  in  fieaven.  from  whom  there 
lie  no  secrets  hid,  my  love  is  as  pure  as  the  purest;  wherever 
I  am  I  feel  that  I  am  in  your  presence,  and  I  try  to  do  you 
'.i>nor. 

"  'All  that  you  said  ibout  my  manner  of  dress  impressed 
mc  very  much;  I  heiran  to  understand  how  far  above  others 
;irc  those  that  come  of  a  !iol)le  race.  There  was  still  .some- 
thing of  the  opera  jrirl  in  my  powns,  in  my  way  of  dressing 
:  y  hair.  In  a  niomcnt  I  saw  the  distance  between  me  and 
^'ood  taste.  N'e.Nt  time  you  shall  receive  a  duchess,  you  shall 
;!"t  know  me  again  I  Ah!  how  good  you  have  been  to  our 
•  laudino!  How  many  and  many  a  time  I  have  thanked  you 
f'T  telling  me  those  tilings!  What  interest  lay  in  tlio<e  few 
\>  irds!  You  had  taken  thought  for  that  thing  belonging  to 
•y>u  called  Claudine?  This  imbecile  would  never  have  openc 
my  eyes;  he  thinks  that  everything  I  do  is  right ;  and  besides, 
lie  is  much  too  humdrum,  too  matter-of-fact  to  have  any  feel- 
!'ig  for  the  beautiful. 

"  'Tuesday  is  very  slow  of  coming  for  m\  impatient  mind ! 
*m  Tuesday  I  shall  be  with  you  for  several  hours.  .\h !  when 
'I  comes  I  will  try  to  think  that  the  hours  are  months,  that  it 
will  be  so  always.  I  am  living  in  hope  of  t!  .it  mnrriing  now. 
•is  I  shall  live  upon  the  memory  of  it  afterward-  Hof>e  is 
memory  that  craves;  and  recollection,  memory  sated.  What  a 
'■■aiitiful  life  within  life  thought  makes  for  us  in  i!.  -  wav! 

"  'Sometimes  I  dream  of  inven'ing  new  wavs  of  tenderness 
all  my  own,  a  secret  which  no  other  woman  shall  gues-.     .\ 
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cold  ?wout  brraks  out  u\ir  iiiv  at  tlif  tliou^^lit  that  somothin; 
iiiiiy  liappcii  to  pri'Vi'iit  this  iiicctinj:.  <»li,  I  would  l)r('nl 
with  hint  for  ;.'ood,  if  iicfd  was.  hut  tsothini:  here  couhl  pos 
silily  iiiti'rfiTr;  it  woul.l  hr  from  your  r.i(h'.  rcrhap><  vou  nun 
dcfiilo  to  ^'o  out.  perhaps  to  ;ro  to  sec  <oiiii'  (iiIkt  W'ltiian 
Oh  I  Sparc  tnc  this  'I'uc-day  for  pity's  sake  !f  you  take  i 
friiin  inc.  Charles,  you  do  not  know  wliat  hr  will  sutFor;  1 
should  drive  him  wild.  Hut  v\fi)  \f  von  dn  not  want  nio,  ii 
you  arc  ;,'oinj:  out.  let  me  come,  ail  the  -,iine,  to  he  with  voi 
while  yuu  dress;  only  to  see  you,  I  a-k  no  more  tlian  that 
only  to  show  ywu  that   I   love  y.iu  v.itlioiil   a  tliMiirhf  of  .elf 

"'Since  you  jjavc  me  leave  in  |(i\e  \(in.  for  von  lmvc  m, 
leave,  since  I  am  yours;  since  that  dav  I  ln\c,|  mid  Idvc  voi 
with  the  whole  stren^'th  of  my  -mil:  ■.\,]>\  I  diall  lovc  y..u  fm 
ever,  for  once  havinu'  loved  //»<//,  no  one  cnulil.  no  one  ou;:li1 
to  love  another.  And,  yon  -i  c.  when  tho-c  eve-  tliat  a:d 
nothinjr  hut  to  see  you  arc  ii]inn  von.  vou  will  feci  that  it 
your  Claudine  there  is  a  soinethin;.'  divine,  called  into  exist- 
ence by  you. 

'"Alas!  with  you  I  can  never  p!av  the  cofpicttc.  I  am  lik( 
a  mother  with  her  child;  I  endure  anyiliinir  from  you;  I 
that  was  once  so  imp<'rious  and  prou'l.  I  have  made  duko> 
and  princes  fetch  arid  carry  for  mc;  aides-de-camp,  worth 
more  than  all  the  court  of  CJiarles  X.  put  to^rether,  have  don( 
my  errand.s,  yet  I  am  treatinjj  you  as  my  spoilt  child.  Bui 
where  is  the  use  of  coquetry?  It  would  he  pure  waste.  An'i 
yet,  monsieur,  for  want  of  coquetry  I  shall  never  inspire  love 
in  you.  I  know  it  ;  I  feel  it ;  yet  I  do  a>  hefore,  feelinfr  a 
power  that  I  cannot  withstand,  thinking  that  this  utter  self- 
surrender  will  win  me  the  sentiment  innate  in  all  men  (st 
he  tells  me)  for  the  thing  that  helongs  to  them. 


f'' .... 


"  TCednejiilau- 

"  *.\h  I  how  (hirkly  sadn(>ss  entered  my  heart  yesterday 
wlieii  I  found  that  I  must  give  up  thi'  joy  of  seeing  you.  One 
single  thought  held  me  hack  from  the  arms  of  Death  I — It  was 
thy  will  I    To  stay  away  was  to  do  thy  will,  to  obey  an  ordei 
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t'roiii  thcf.  Oil!  Cliarlrs,  I  \v;is  so  pivtl\  :  I  lonknl  n  Invclier 
•Aniiian  for  vuii  than  that  hraiilil'iil  (iirtnaii  |inini.-,  u  horn 
V'li  jravr  iiic  for  an  <'\aiii|i|i'.u  [imii  I  havi"  stii.lifil  at  fhf  Opora 

\n(l  y.-I^  \..ii  nii-hi  ha\.'  t!iMii^.|it  ihat  I  lia.l  .ivcr-tcpprd 
till'  limits  <.f  tiiv  iiatnrc.  \,,\\  have  hft  inr  iio  cnnfidfncf 
m  iiivMlf:  prrhap.  I  am  phiiii  after  all.  nh  !  I  luath.-  mvsflf. 
I  ilri'ani  of  m\  radiant  Charlf-  Ivlw  inl,  ami  mv  hrain  turns. 
I  >liall  ^o  mad.  I  km.w  I  >hall.  \h,  imt  laii;:h.  do  not  talk 
'■'  IIIC  of  the  tickli'iKss  of  unini  II     If  uc  arc  iiicoMstarit,  f/"" 

!•  stranL'clv  lapricioiis.  Von  take  awav  tin-  honrs  of  lovp 
!:i.it  made  a  y)oor  crfat lire's  liappine>-  for  ten  whole  clayn; 
''ir  hours  on  which  >lie  drew  to  he  eharmin-.'  and  kind  to  "all 
lliat  camo  to  ,>ce  iier !  After  all.  you  were  the  >ourcc  of  my 
kindness  to  /(////.-  you  do  not  know  what  pain  von  ^'ivo  hini. 
I  Wonder  what  I  inu>t  do  to  keep  you.  <.r  >iiiipiv  to  kcci)  fhe 
n-ht  to  hi'yours  .-omctiniev  .  .  .  When  I  tliink  that  vou 
never  would  come  here  to  nic!  .  .  .  With  v.  fiat  delicious 
•  inntion  I  Would  wait  upon  you  I  — 'riicic  are  other  women 
inoro  favored  than  I.  Tiure  are  woinm  to  whom  vou  say. 
i  love  you.'  To  me  ynu  have  never  >aid  more  than  -You  area 
^'ochI  girl.'  Certain  speeches  of  yours.  thou;rh  vou  do  not 
(■now  it,  gnaw  at  my  heart.  Clever  men  sometimes  a.«k  me 
what  I  am  thinkin<r.  ...  I  am  thinkin-z  of  my  self- 
aliascmont — the  prostration  of  tho  poorest  outcast  in  the 
presence  of  the  Saviour.' 

"There  are  still  throe  more  padres,  you  see.  La  Pal- 
fcrine  allowed  me  to  take  the  letter,  with  the  traces  of  tears 
that  still  seemed  hot  upon  it !  Here  was  proof  of  the  truth  of 
his  story.  Marcas.  a  shy  man  enough  with  women,  was  in 
c(stacies  over  a  second  which  he  read  in  his  corner  before 
lighting  hi.s  pipe  with  it. 

'"Why,  any  woman  in  love  will  write  that  sort  of  thing!" 
(Tied  La  Palferine.  'I»ve  gives  all  women  intelligence  and 
style,  which  proves  that  here  in  France  style  proceeds  from 
the  matter  and  not  fron)  th.  words.  See  now  how  well  this  is 
thought  out,  how  cloar-headed  sentiment  is' — and  with  that 
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he  roarl?  us  another  loticr.  f;ir  -^niHTior  to  tlif  artificial  an<l 
Ifihorod  profliictions  which  we  novelists  writo. 

"One  (lay  poor  Chuidini'  hranl  that  La  Palf.'rinf  was  in  a 
critical  position;  it  was  a  (lucstion  of  nicciinj:  a  l)ill  of  cv- 
clian.irc  An  unlucky  idea  occurred  to  her:  >;,,.  p„t  j,  tolerahlv 
larp'  sutu  in  >:old  into  iin  exquisitely  embroidered  pursp  anil 
went  to  him. 

"'Who  has  tauirht  you  to  he  so  hold  as  to  meddle  with  my 
household   all'air^?"   La    Pal  ferine  cried   anirrilv.     'Mend   mv 

socks  and  work  slippers  for  mc,  if  it  amuses  you.     So! - 

you  will  play  the  duchos.  and  you  turn  tho  story  of  Danao 
against  the  aristocracy.' 

"He  emptied  the  purse  into  his  hand  as  he  spoke,  and  made 
as  though  he  would  tling  the  money  in  her  face.  Claudino, 
in  her  terror,  did  not  guess  that  he  was  joking:  she  shrank 
back,  stumbled  over  a  chair,  and  fell  with  her"  head  against 
the  corner  of  the  marble  chimney-pi(>ce.  She  thought  she 
should  have  died.  When  she  could  speak,  poor  woman,  as 
she  lay  on  the  bed.  all  that  she  said  was.  'I  deserved  it 
Charles !' 

"For  a  moment  La  Palferine  was  in  despair;  his  anguish 
revived  daudine.  She  rejoiced  in  the  mishaj);  she  took  ad- 
vantage of  her  suffering  to  compel  La  Palferine  to  take  the 
money  and  release  him  from  an  awkward  position.  Then 
followed  a  variation  on  La  Fontaine's  fable,  in  which  a  man 
blesses  the  thieves  that  i)rought  him  a  sudden  impulse  of 
tenderness  from  his  wife.  And  while  we  are  upon  this  sub- 
ject, another  saying  will  paint  the  man  for  you. 

"Claudine  wont  home  again,  made  up  some  kind  of  tale  as 
liest  she  could  to  account  for  her  brui.sed  foreliead.  and  fell 
dangerously  ill.  An  abscess  formed  in  the  head.  The  doctor 
— Rianchon.  \  believe— yes.  it  was  Bianchon— wanted  to  cut 
off  her  hair.  The  Duchesse  de  Herri's  hair  is  not  more  beauti- 
ful than  Claudine's;  she  would  not  hear  of  it,  .she  told  Bian- 
chon in  confidence  that  she  could  not  allow  it  to  be  cut  with- 
out leave  from  the  Comte  de  Palferine.     Bianchon  went  (e 
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(  h;irl?s  E  .T.nl.  Charles  Edward  lioard  him  with  much 
Nriousnesi.  The  doctor  liad  e.xphiinod  the  case  at  length, 
■iiid  showed  r  ,at  it  was  absolutely  necessary  to  sacrifice  the 
ii.iir  to  insure  the  success  of  the  operation. 

'"Cut  ofT  Claudine's  hair!"  cried  he  in  peremptory  tones. 
"No.     I  would  sooner  lose  her.'" 

"Even  now,  after  a  lai).>^e  of  four  years.  Bianchon  still 
i|ii"tes  that  speech;  we  have  lau-^hed  over  it  for  half  an  hour 
M^a>ther.  Claudine,  informed  of  tlie  verdict,  saw  in  it  a 
[Toof  of  alTection;  she  felt  sure  that  she  was  loved.  In  the 
face  of  her  weeping  family,  with  her  husband  on  his  knees, 
-he  was  inexorable.  She  kept  her  hair.  The  streiK'th  that 
•■line  with  the  belief  that  slie  was  loved  came  t.)  her'aid.  the 
operation  succeeded  perfectly.  There  an-  stirrings  of  the 
inner  life  which  throw  all  the  calculations  of  surgery  into 
'lisorder  and  baflle  the  laws  of  inrdical  science. 

••Claudine  wrote  a  <ielicioiis  letter  to  La  Palferine.  a  letter 
HI  which  the  orlhograi)liy  was  doubtful  and  the  punctuation 
all  to  seek,  to  UM  him  of  tl,..  happy  result  of  the  operation, 
and  t()  add  that  Love  was  wiser  than  all  the  science.^. 

••  'Now;  said  La  raliVrine  one  dav,  'what  am  I  to  do  to  get 
nd  of  Claudine?'  "  ^ 

'•  'W  by.  she  is  not  at  all  troublesome;  she  leaves  you  master 
cf  your  actions,"  objected  we. 

'•  'That  is  true,-  returned  La  I'alferin.'.  'but  I  do  not  choose 
'hat  anything  shall  slip  into  my  life  without  mv  con.-ent.' 

"From  that  day  he  set  hiiii.-clf  to  torment' Claudine.  It 
-'■med  that  he  held  the  boiirgr„|.c.  tiie  nnb,)dv.  in  utter 
iiorror;  nothing  would  ,siti>fy  him  l>ut  a  woman  with  a  title, 
t  laudine,  it  was  true,  had  made  progros ;  she  had  learned  to 
'liv.-s  as  well  a.<  the  be,-t-div»,>d  wunieii  of  ihc  Fauboitn' 
>aint-(iermain:  she  bad  freer!  her  bearing  of  unhallowed 
liaces;  she  walked  with  a  chastened,  inimitable  grace;  but  this 
H:..'  n(it  enough.  This  prai.se  of  her  enabled  Claudine  to  swal- 
'"W  down   the  rest. 

"Hut  one  day  La  Palferine  said.  'If  you  wish  to  be  the  mis- 
tress of  one  La  Palferine,  poor.  peniiih>s.  and  without  pros- 
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pects  as  lu'  is,  you  du^'lit  at  lea.-t  to  represent  Ixira  worthily. 
You  j^houid  have  a  farria^'o  and  liveried  servants  and  a  title. 
Give  me  all  th(>  gratiflcaiionj:  of  vanity  that  will  never  be 
mine  in  my  own  person.  Tiu-  woman  wlmm  I  lienor  with  my 
re^Mrd  ouj:ht  never  to  ^^o  on  fuot  ;  if  r-he  is  bespattered  with 
mud,  I  -utl'er.  That  i.>  how  1  am  made.  If  slie  is  mine,  she 
must  he  admired  of  all  I'aris.  .\11  Paris  shall  envy  me  my 
good  fortune.  If  some  little  whijiper-snapper  sinking  a 
brilliant  countess  pa>s  in  her  i)rilliant  carriage  shall  sav  to 
himself.  "Who  can  call  such  a  divinity  his?"'  and  itow 
thoughtful — why.  it   will  douhlc  mv  pli-a-iire." 

"La  Palfcrine  owned  to  us  that  he  thing  this  ftrogramine 
at  Claudinc's  head  simply  to  rid  liiin.-clf  of  her.  .\s  a  result 
he  was  stupefied  with  a>toiii.-liment  for  llie  first  and  probably 
the  only  time  in  his  life. 

"'Dear,"  she  said,  and  there  was  a  ring  in  her  vt)ice  that 
betrayed  the  great  aL'itation  which  shook  her  whole  being, 
'it  is  well.     .\II  thi>  -li.ill  l)e  iliine,  or  I  will  die." 

"8'ie  let  fall  a  few  li.ipjty  icar-  on  his  hand  as  she  kissed  it. 

"'You  have  told  me  what  1  mu^t  do  to  he  your  mistress 
still,"  she  added  .  "I  am  ghul." 

•" '.\nd  then"  (La  I'alferuie  told  u-)  vhe  went  out  with  a 
little  coquettish  ge.-tuie  like  a  woman  that  has  had  her  wav. 
As  she  stood  in  my  garret  doorway,  tali  and  proud,  she 
seemed  to  reach  the  >tai.ire  id'  an  antic|Ue  sihvl." 

"All  this  shoulii  sullicieiiily  explain  the  manners  and  cus- 
toms of  the  liohemia  in  uhirli  the  young  cuiKlnllivri'  is  one 
of  the  most  brilliant  ligure~."'  .\athan  continued  after  a 
paut^e.  "Now  it  mi  happ-iied  that  I  di.-eovercd  Claudine'.s 
identity,  and,  i.udd  under.-tand  tin  appalling  truth  of  one 
line  which  you  perhaps  overlooked  in  tliat  letter  of  jiers.  It 
was  on  this  wi.-;e."" 

The  Manpiisc.  too  thoughtful  now  for  laughter,  bade  Na- 
than "(io  on,""  in  a  tone  that  told  him  plainly  how  deejtly 
she  had  been  imjir(>>ed  by  the-e  strange  thlng^.  ar.d  even 
more  plainly  how  much  .-he  was  iiuere,-ted  m  La  Palfcrine 

"In  K^v'!»,  one  of  the  most  inlhieiitial,  steady,  and  clever  of 
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dramatic  writers  was  du  Bruel.  His  real  name  is  unknown  to 
the  public,  on  the  play-bills  he  is  de  Cursy.  Under  the  Kesto- 
ration  he  had  a  plact  in  the  Civil  Service;  and  being  really 
attached  to  the  elder  branch,  he  sent  in  his  resignation 
tiravely  in  1830,  and  ever  since  has  written  twice  as  many 
I'lays  to  fill  the  deficit  in  his  budget  made  by  his  noble  con- 
liiict.  At  that  time  du  Bruel  was  forty  years  old;  you  know 
liie  story  of  his  life.  Like  many  of  his  brethren,  he  bore  a 
-!a>:<'  dancer  an  afTection  hard  to  explain,  but  well  known  in 
I'M'  whole  world  of  letters.  The  woman,  as  you  know,  was 
Tullia,  one  of  the  pn'iitirr.s  sujcts  ai  ihe  Aea<k''inie  Hovale  de 
.\Iiisi(|ue.  Tullia  is  merely  a  pseudonym  like  du  Bruel "s  name 
I'f  de  ('ur.<y. 

"For  the  ten  years  between  181T  ainl   is-.^r  Tullia  was  in 

I:,  r  glory  on  the  heights  of  the  stage  of  the  Opera.     With  mure 

lieauty  than  education,  a  mediucre  daneer  uiili   ratliei'  more 

Miise  than  most  of  her  class,  she  took  no  part  in  the  virtuous 

nforms  which  ruined  the  cor])>  de  ballet:  ,-he  continued  the 

'.'iiinard  dvnasty.      She  owed   her  ascendency,   moreover,  to 

'..inous  Well-known  protectors   lo  the  Due  de   Hhetore   (the 

i>uc  de  Chauiieu"-  (Idest  son),  to  the  intluencc  of  a  famous 

Superintendent   of   i'iiie  Arts,  and   sundry  di|)Iomatists  and 

ru  ii  foreigners.     !  Jiiruig  her  ajxigee  ,~iie  had  a  neat  little  house 

in  liie  Hue  Chauchat.  and  lived  as  Opera  nymphs  u>ed  to  live 

Hi  the  old  days.     On   Bruel  was  smitten  with  her  about  the 

tune  when  tlie  Duke"-  fancy  came  to  an  end  in   IS-j;^     HeinL' 

a  mere  subordinate  in  tli<>  <'ivil  Service,  du   Bruel  tolerated 

tlic  Superintendent  oi    Fine  .\rl,-.  believing  tiiat   he  himself 

u,is   really   preferred.      .\  fter   six   years   this   eoimeetion    u-a.s 

iiiost  a  marriage.     Tullia   ha-  aiwa\<  been  verv  careful   to 

nothing  of  Ii.t   I'ainilv;   ue   have  ■.[    vague   ulea   that   stie 

''lies  from  N.mterre.     One  of  her  uncle-;,  formerlv  a  -imple 

eklaycr  or  carfienter.   i-   inw.   it    i~  said,  a    \erv   nch   eon- 

■   etor.  thanks  to  her   intiuence  and   generon-   loans.      This 

t  leaked  out  t!iroii_rh  du   Uniei.      lie  liappeiied  to  -hv  that 

dlia  would  inherit  a  fine  fortune  fooner  or  later     The  con- 

ictor  was  a  haehelor;  he  had  a  weakness  for  the  niece  to 

■'^  iiom  he  is  indebted. 
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"•He  is  not  cU'Vir  fiioii;.'!i  to  be  ungrateful,'  said  she. 
"In   18;'!»  Tullia  retired  from  the  stage  of  her  own  accofsi 
At  the  age  of  thirty  .^he  saw  that  she  was  growing  s-imewha' 
stouter,   ind    -he  had  tried  pantomime  without  suece^^s.    H.m 
whole  art  <onHi.<t«^l  in  the  trick  of  raising  her  skirts,  aftei 
Xohl.'fs  manner,  in  a  pirom-ttc  wliuh  inflated  them  balloon- 
fashion  and  e\hibit.-d  tii.-  smallest  po.-sililc  (piantity  of  cloth- 
ing tn  liic  pit.    TIh'  a-.MJ  \',.Mri-  had  told  her  at  the  verv  'ye- 
ginning  that  this  /r'/////.s.  w»ll  cxiTuted  by  a  fine  woman,  i^ 
\M>rth    all    the    art    ii:,aginable.      It    is    ilic    ehest-note    ('   of 
dancing.      For    which    rca.Min.    he    -.aid.    ihe    very    greatest 
dancer — (  amargo,    (iuimard,    and    Taglinni.    all    of    them 
thin,    brown,    and    plain— could    only    redeem    their    pliv-i- 
cal    defects    iiy    their    genius.       Tiillia.    still     in    the  heil'in 
of  her  glory,  retired  before  \(iunger  and  elov-Ter  dancers:  she 
did  wisely.     She  was  an  aristocrat;  she  had  .--carcely  stooped 
i»elow    till'   noble.^se   m    her   lini.'<ottx:  she   declined   to   dij)    her 
ankle-  in  tiie  troubled  waters  of  July.     Insolent  and  beautiful 
as  .-he  wa-.  Claudine  po.-sc.-.-ed  handsome  souvenirs,  but  verv 
little  ready  nioiiey;   ^tllI.   her  jewels  were  maguilicent,  anil 
she  had  as  tine  furniture  as  anv  oik    ;n  Pan-. 

"On  <iuitting  the  -^tage  when  -li-.  forirotten  to-<lay,  was  yet 

in   the  height  of  her  fame,  one  thought  posses.'^ed  her she 

meant  du  Hniel  to  marry  her:  and  at  the  lime  of  this  storv. 
you  must  under.-tand  that  tiie  marriage  had  taken  place,  but 
was  kept  a  .-eeret.  How  do  women  of  her  class  contrive  to 
niak(>  a  man  marry  them  after  seven  or  eight  years  of  iii- 
timaev'  What  sprin-s  do  thiy  toueli:-  What  machinery 
do  tliey  set  in  motion:-  iJut,  however  comical  such  domestic 
•Iranian  iii;iv  i,e.  u.-  are  not  now  concerned  with  them.  l)u 
Kriiel   was  -iMfetlv  married:  the  thing  was  done. 

•'('ur.-^y  befoiv  III,-  niarnage  was  .-iippo.-ed  to  be  a  jollv  coin- 
i'.'iiiion;  nnv  -uul  insn'm  he  -fayed  out  all  night,  and  to  some 
extent  led  i,.  jif,  of  a  li.hemian;  he  would  unbend  at  a 
supfier-i.arty.  He  went  out  to  all  appearance  to  a  rehear.-al 
at  tile  (>p.''ra-('.>feM|i5/>.  and  found  liim.sdf  in  some  unaccount- 
able way  at    Dicpp-,  or  Baden,  or  Saint-Germain;  he  gave 
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'     m.Tf!,  led  rh«>  Titanic  t!irit!!.-ss  lif  ■  ,.f  urtists.  journalists. 

'  writers;  Icvicil  his  tnl)utc  -.n  ;ill  :lic  jriM-nronnis  of  I'aris; 

.   in  -Icrt,  was  on.    of  u>.      ImiioI.   Loii>tiaii.   ilu  Tillt't. 

-rociic-,     BiXMu.     H.onii.'t,    Coiitun  .    ,iihI     ih-^     i.upfauix 

Icrat.'.i  him  m  ^pitc  of  hi-.  jH'djmur  maun,  r  an.!  ponderous 

lii'ia!  attitude.      But  ..n.-e  inarn.d.  'I'niii;;   made  a  slave  of 

.ill   BJTUfl.     There  was  n-  help  for  it.      II.    wa-  in  love  with 

1  ihl  ,d.   poor  devil. 

rnllia"  (su  lie  salt:  I  "liad  left  th,.  ^tn^r,,  i,,  i„,  i,j^  al-^no. 
i"  a  "rood  ;md  r-harniinsr  wife."  \iid  ^..niehMW  Tidlia  -luin- 
■i  to  induce  the  most  Piinianical  niemhc-^  of  du  Rru-V 
■';[  V  to  accept  hep.  From  rh.'  verv  fir-^t.  before  an\  mp 
"■•■ted  h.T  m..tivi-.  .-he  a---idmiii-.lv  vi.-iicil  old  Mm.  do 
:ifalot,  who  horv.j  h.-r  horril.lv  i  -•!.  made  handsome  prcs- 
-  !o  mean  old  .Mine,  de  Clnsse.  du  Briiel's  ;:reat-aunt  ;  she 
•!i!   a   summer   with   the   latter   ladv.   an. I   n(>ver   ini<sed  a 

-  :-!.■  ma.-<.  She  even  went  to  confo-ion.  received  ahsolu- 
■  -'!.  and  took  the  sacrament;  hut  this,  you  must  rem.-mher, 
■•(  I-  in  the  coiiiitrv,  and  under  the  aunt's  eyes. 

"■"I    shall   have   real   aunts  now.  d..  you    understand  r"  she 

-  d  to  us  when  she  came  hack  in  the  winter. 

■She  was  so  deli,<:hte<l  with  her  respectahilitv.  sn  triad  to 
■■  Mounce  her  independence,  that  she  found  means  to  compass 
^■T  end.      She  flattered   the  old   people.      She  went  on   f(jot 

.  ry  day  to  sit  for  a  eoiipl.^  .d'  hours  with   Mme.  du   Bruel 

elder  while  that  lady  was  ill— a  Maintenon's  stratagem 

»'iich  amazed  du  Bruel.     And  ii.'  admired  his  wife  wiiliout 

mtieism;  he  was  so  fast  in  the  toils  alreadv  that  he  did  not 

f'"l  his  Iwnds. 

"Claudine  succeeded  in  makinsr  him  understand  that  onlv 
under  the  elastic  system  ..f  a  hoiir..:eois  frovernment.  only  at 
Hi"  hourjreois  court  of  t!ie  ('iti;::>n-Kini:,  could  a  Tnliia.  now 
I'  ■taniorphosed  into  a  .Mine,  du  Bruel.  h<-  ar.epted  in  the  so- 
I  t'y  which  her  jrood  sense  prevente.l  iicr  from  attempting 
'  enter.  Mine,  de  Bonfalot.  Mnu'.  de  ('hisse,  an<l  Mme.  du 
iiruel  received  her;  she  was  satisfied.  She  took  u]>  the  posi- 
1.  'U  of  a   well-conducted,  -imple,  and  virtuous  woman,  and 
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never  iictcd  nut  ..f  (huractcr.     In  (lire.'  years'  time  she  wai 

illtn.dlKed   to  llle   rneiul>  uf  lliese  lailies.  ' 

'"And  stiil  I  (amiit  pi  r.-uade  iuv>elt  that  vouiij,'  Mme.  di 
BriKd  u>ed  t(i  di^pla\  Iht  aiikle>.  and  llie  rest,  to  all  Paris 
with  the  li-ht  of  a  hiindnd  j.'as-jets  iioiiriii<r  upon  her."  Mine 
Anseliiie  I'opiiKit  niiiarked  naivelv. 

"From  this  point  of  view.  Jnlv  1S;1(»  in«iij.Mirated  an  era 
rot  ii.dd<e  th..  tiinr  of  the  Knipire.  when  a  waitin-woinar 
was  received  at  Court  in  the  p.T-on  of  Mm.',  (uirat.  a  chief- 
justiee's  'lady."  Tullia  liad  eonipletidy  hroken,  as  vou  may 
guess,  with  all  her  old  associates ;  of  her  former  acfpiaintancps, 
she  only  reec^irnized  tli.we  who  could  not  compromise  her! 
At  the  time  of  her  niarriapc  she  had  taken  a  very  charming 
little  hotel  hetween  a  court  and  a  jrarden.  lavishin<:  money 
on  It  with  wild  extravagance  and  putting  the  best  part  of  her 
furniture  and  du  Bruel's  into  it.  Kvervthing  that  she  thought 
common  or  ordinary  was  s.d.l.  To  find  anything  comparaWe 
to  her  sparkling  splendor,  you  could  only  look  hack  to  the 
days  when  a  Sophie  Arnould.  a  Guimard. Or  a  Duthe,  in  all 
her  glory.  s(iuandered  the  fortunes  of  princes. 

"How  far  did  this  sumptuous  existence  affect  du  Bruel  ? 
It  is  a  delicate  question  to  a^k.  and  a  still  more  delicate  one 
to  answer.  A  single  incident  will  suthce  to  give  vou  an  idea 
of  Tullia's  crotcliels.  Her  hed-spread  of  Brussels  lace  wa.« 
worth  ten  thousand  francs.  A  famous  actress  had  another 
like  it.  As  soon  as  Claudine  heard  this,  she  allowed  her  eat, 
a  spl.'ulid  Angora,  to  sleep  on  the  bed.  That  trait  gives  vou' 
the  Woman.  Du  Bruel  dared  not  say  a  word;  he  was  ordered 
to  spread  abroad  that  challenge  in"lu.\ury,  so  that  it  might 
reach  the  other.  Tullia  was  very  fond  of  this  gift  from  Uio 
Due  de  Bhetore;  but  one  day,  five  years  after  her  marriage, 
she  played  with  her  cat  to  such  purpo.se  that  the  coverlet— fur- 
belows, flounces,  and  all— was  torn  to  shreds,  and  replaced  hv 
a  sensible  (piilt.  a  .piilt  that  was  a  rpiilt,  and  not  a  svmptom 
of  the  peculiar  form  of  insanity  which  drives  these  women 
to  make  up  by  an  insensate  lu.xury  for  the  childish  davs  when 
they  lived  on  raw  apples,  to  quote  the  expression  of  a  journal- 
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^•as  ist.    Tho  day  when  tlio  hcd-.^priNid  was  torn  to  tatt.Ts  marked 

a  new  epoch  in  her  married  life, 
"('ursy  was  remarkable   for  his  ferocious  industry.     No- 

1"'<1\  suspect^  the  .-ourcr  \n  wlii.  h  \\u--  n\\r<  the  pateh-and- 
p.uder  eighteenth  century  vau.le\ines  that  tlnnded  the  sta.-re. 
TiM<e  thou>and-and-()ne  vaudevilles,  whidi  raised  such  an 
'■uirry  amonp  the  fniillrlonislcs.  were  written  at  Mnie.  du 
Killers  express  desire.  She  insist-.l  ili.it  her  hushand  should 
[■!irehase  the  hotel  f)n  which  she  li;:d  sp.  rit  -o  inuch.  where  she 
h;id  housed  five  hundred  thousand  francs"  worth  of  furniture. 
Uiierefore  Tullia  never  enters  into  e\]ilanations ;  she  under- 
stands the  soviTcign  woniaiTs  reason  to  admiration. 

••'People   made  a  jrood   denl   ,,f   fun   of  Cursv,"   -jiid   sh,. ; 
I'lit.  as  a  matter  of  fact,  he  found  this  house  in  tlie  eijrht- 
•vnth  century   rou,<:e-ho.\,   powiler    put!'<,  and   span</!es.      He 
w.Mild  never  have  thou<rht  of  it  hut  for  me,'  she  added,  bury- 
ing herself  in  her  cushions  in  hrr  fireside  corner. 

•■She  delivered  her.-elf  thus  on  Ikt  return  from  a  first  ni;:ht. 
:»ii  Bruers  piece  had  succeeded,  uvd  -lie  foresaw  an  avahuicho 
"f  eriticisnis.  Tullia  had  her  .\t  Homcv  Kv.tv  ^[onday 
-'le  .sravc  a  tea-party;  her  society  was  as  select  as  miijht  bo, 
an.j  she  neglected  nothing  that  could  ni:ike  her  house  ph-asant.' 
There  was  bouillotte  in  one  room,  conversation  in  anot'.ier, 
ind  sometinu's  a  concert  (always  short)  in  the  lars^e  draw- 
ing-room. None  but  the  most  eminent  arfist<  performed  in 
: '  :■  house.  Tullia  bad  so  much  good  sen.-e.  that  <he  attained 
t-  ilie  most  e.\(|uisite  tact,  and  herein,  in  al!  probability,  lay 
'!.    M>cret  of  her  ascendency  over  du   Hnie! ;  jit  any  rate,  he 

'  licr  ^\''th  the  love  which  use  and  wont  at   lenirth  niakes 

^:  ii.-pensahle  to  life.  Rvcrv  day  add-  anoi'icr  t!irea<l  to  the 
-T'lng.  irresistible,  intangible  wel..  which  enmeshes  rlie  ino^^t 
'  ■ate  fancies,  takes  captive  everv  nio<t  tran<i.'nt  mo  .d.  .-md 
'  -"iing  them  tnixether.  holds  a  inan  ;aptivi-  h.ni  I  -nd  f.Kit, 
!    Ml  and  head. 

■•'i'ullia  kn.-w  Cursy  well  :  s],,.  kiicw  everv  weak  point  in  his 
aniior.  knew  al-o  how  to  heal  lii>  wound-. 

■'.\  passion  of  this  kind  is  inscrutable  fo;-  anv  r)b.-erver.  even 
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for  a  man  who  pridis  1  iii.-.!f.  ii>  I  do,  on  a  certain  cxjwrtnpi 
If  is  rMTvwIicrv  iinf.iihoitialilc:  tlic  dark  <1ciitlis  in  it  a 
darker  tliaii  in  any  other  niv-tcry;  the  ct.lor>  confused  uvi 
in  the  hi^jlii'st  lii:lits. 

"Ciuv-v  ua.-  an  old  nlaywrijrht.  jaded  hv  tlic  life  of  t! 
thcatriial  world.  I|.-  lik.d  idnifort  ;  lie  iikcd  a  Iiixiiriot 
afllucni.  t'as\  cxi^teni c ;  Iw  m  joyed  heini:  a  kinir  in  his  ow 
house:  he  liked  to  he  ho>t  to  a  [la-fv  of  tiieii  ..f  letters  in 
iiotel  resf.lendeiit  witli  rova!  Iiuiiry.  with  earefidiv  cho-i 
works  of  art  siiiniiiLr  in  the  settin-r.  Tullia  allowed  du  Rru 
to  enthrone  hini-elf  amid  the  tiihe;  there  were  plenty  - 
jonriiali>ts  whom  it  was  easy  enou;,di  to  catch  and  onsnan 
and.  thanks  to  her  evening'  parties  and  a  well-timed  loan  he 
and  there,  Cur.-y  was  not  attacked  too  seriously— his  pla' 
succeeded.  Fur  tlie.-e  reasons  he  would  not  have  separati 
from  'I'lillia  for  an  empnv.  If  she  had  heen  nnfaitlifiil.  1 
would  prohahly  have  passed  it  over,  on  condition  that  iinr 
of  ]\\-  accustomed  joys  .should  he  retrenched;  vet.  strani:e  I 
sav.  TiiMm  caused  iiitn  no  twiiiire^  nn  tlii-  account.  \o  fane 
was  laid  to  her  iliar-c:  if  there  had  heen  any,  she  certainl 
had  Imi-i  vcrv  c.ireful  of  appearanct>:!. 

"'Mv  dear  fellow."  du  Hruel  would  say.  layinp  down  th 
law  to  n<  on  the  itoulcvard,  'there  is  nofhinj:  like  one  of  the* 
woiueu  who  have  sown  their  wild  oats  and  v'ot  over  their  pa« 
sions.  Such  women  as  ("landine  have  lived  their  baoheln 
life:  they  have  heen  over  head  and  ears  in  pleasure,  and  niak 
the  most  adorahl(»  wive.s  that  could  he  wished:  they  have  notli 
inpr  to  learn,  they  are  formed,  they  arc  not  in  the  lea> 
prudish  ;  they  are  well  hroken  in,  and  indul<,'ent.  So  I  stronel 
recommend  everybody  to  take  the  "remains  of  a  racer." 
Jim  the  most  fortunate  man  on  earth.' 

"Du  Bruel  said  this  to  me  him.self  with  Bi.xiou  there  t 
hear  it. 

"  'My  dear  fellow,'  said  the  caricaturist,  'perhaps  he  is  rijrh 
to  he  in  the  wrong.' 

".\bout  a  week  afterwards,  du  Bruel  asked  us  to  dine  witl 
him  one  Tuesday.  That  morninir  [  went  to  see  him  on  a  ftieo 
of  theatrical  business,  a  case  submitted  to  us  for  arbitratior 
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Iv  the  coinmission  of  dramatic  autliori;.  \Vi-  w.-re  obliKcd 
t^  ^'o  out  af,'ain;  but  bcforo  w..  ..tart.'d  he  went  to  riaudiiic-s 
I'^iM,  kiiotkod,  as  he  alwav:?  doo,<,  and  asked  for  leave  to  enter. 
••'We  live  in  grand  style,"  said  be.  smiling;  'we  are  free. 
l.;i(  h  is  independent.' 

•We  Were  admitted.     Du  Hruel  spoke  to  Claudine.    'I  bavp 

a^ked  a  few  j)cople  to  dinner  to-day " 

•  '.Just  like  you  !"  cried  slie.  'V„u  usk  people  witbout  speak- 
in.'  to  me;  I  count  for  notbing  h.Te.— Xow'  (taking  me  as  ar- 
I'lirator  by  a  glance)  'I  ask  you  yourself.  Wben  a  man  bas 
1"  •  n  ^o  foohsb  as  to  live  witb  a  woman  of  niv  sort  ;  fur,  after 
all.  I  was  an  opera  dancer— yes,  I  oiigbt  alwavs  to  remember 
tli.it,  if  otbcr  people  are  to  forg.'t  it— well,  und.T  those  cir- 
rumstances,  a  clever  man  seeking  t..  rai>,.  Iii>  wife  in  public 
't^nion  would  do  his  be.^t  to  ii„pu>,.  hrr  iip..n  the  world  a.«  a 
r.niarkabl..  woman,  to  justify  tiie  >l..p  h,.  had  taken  bv  ae- 
k::..wledging  that  in  .^-oinr  wavs  she  wa.  ^,,ni.!biin'  more 
ilian  ordinary  women.  The  best  wav  of  ronipelling^respect 
t'-m  nt  HTs  IS  tn  pay  h-imvi  to  her  at  1h,„„..  and  t..  leave 
li'  r  absolute  mistress  of  the  house.  W.JI.  and  v-t  it  is  <.nough 
t"  waken  one's  vanity  lo  <.,.  how  fn-h;.„r(i  hr  is  of  .s-emin.r 
I  •  listen  to  me.  I  must  hr  in  th.^  n-ht  tm  times  oNcr  if  be 
"  M'eiles  a   single   point." 

■■(  Kmphatic  n.>gati\e  gesturrs  from  du  Hruel  at  (-vcrv  other 

w  'rd.) 

•■•Ob,  yes,  yes,-  she  continued  (jiii.klv,  in  answer  to  tliis 
in  no  d,s,.ent.  •!  know  all  about  it,  du  Bru..!,  mv  dear,  I  that 
li.iw'  been  like  a  (jueen  in  my  house  all  mv  lif,.  till  I  married 
■  11.  My  wishes  were  guessed,  fulfilhd,  and  more  than  fulfill,.d 
■\t'".'all.  I  am  thirtv-live,  an.I  at  five-aiid-thirtv  a  woman  can- 
n-t  .>.xpect  to  be  loved.   Ah,  if  I  w<.re  a  girl  of  si.xteen,  if  I  had 

>St    SOUIpf  tlillir   tli.it    ;,:    ^I,..,,.],.    1, .1..      ..    .1  ,,       . 


■  •■  "  r" '  ""^  si.\ieeii,  II  1  naa 

ost  something  that  is  dearly  bought  at  the  Oprra.  what  at- 
lon  you  would  pay  me.  M.  du  Bniel !     I  f,.,.]  the  most  su- 

'  contemnt  fiir  iiwin  iil,r.  1.....  .1  . 1.  .^  ,1.  , 


< ••'•  "'"  '■'""•.     1  icci  me  mosi  su- 

r'  "K"  contempt  f.^r  men  who  boast  that  thev  can  love  and  grow 
'Unless  and  neglectful  in  little  things  as  time  irrows  on  You 
"-■  short  and  insignificant,  you  see.  du  Rruc! :  v..u  love  to  ter- 
ir.-nt  a  woman;  it  is  your  only  way  of  showing  vour  strength. 


•Z4'2 
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A  Napolfoii  I'  rcailv  to  lie  !>nayc'(l  by  ilu'  woiiiaii  lu'  loves;  1 
loM  »  iiolhiiij,'  hy  It  ;  li'it  a.i  lor  Midi  a>  ym,  you  lu'licvc  that  y( 
arc  tiothinj^  appareniiy,  you  do  not  wis-ii  to  lio  rulwl. — Fiv 
amilhirty.  fiiy  ili'ar  lio},'  slie  coiitiiiucd.  lurniii;^'  to  inc,  'tli.ii 
the  ( luc  to  tiic  ridillf. — '"N'o,"  does  lie  ^ay  a^ain!' — You  kin 
fjuitc  well  ihat  I  am  tiurty-seven.  1  am  very  horry,  but  jii 
ask  your  friends  to  diiif  at  the  liuckir  ile  Cancah'.  I  cou 
have  tlu'iii  licic.  but  1  will  rw  ♦  ;  they  shall  not  come.  At 
then  j)crliap^  my  poor  little  m<;iio|o;,'iie  may  enj,'ravc  th 
salutary  iiiumim,  "Kaili  is  inastrr  at  lioiiif,"  upon  your  mer 
ory.  That  is  our  charter/  she  ;idded,  |;iu;;hinj:.  with  a  retui 
of  the  opcrii  jrirl's  j:iddiiicss  and  caprice 

"'Weli.  well,  my  dear  little  pu>s;  tin  re,  ihere,  never  inin 
We  can  maiia^'e  to  ;.et  in  to;.etlier."  said  uu  Mnu  ,.  and  1 
kissed  her  luind-;.  and  \vi   cmiiic  away.     lUit  he  wa-  very  wnit 

"The  whole  way  from  the  Kuo  de  la  \'ieioire  to  tlu'  houl 
yard  a  p(  rf»'ct  torrent  of  veiioninus  words  poured  from  h 
mouth  like  a  waterfall  in  flood;  but  as  the  shoekinjr  lanu'ua; 

which  he  useil  on  tl cca>ion  was  (piite  unfit  to  print,  tl 

report  i-;  nect->arily  inadei|uate. 

"'.My  dear  f.  How.  I  will  leave  that  vile.  >lianieh'ss  opei 
dancer,  a  worn-out  j.'<le  that  lia^  been  .<et  spiniiiiii;  like  a  li 
to  eviTy  operatic  air  :  a  fuul  hiis  v,  an  orpin-fxrindi  r's  monkei 
Oh,  my  dear  boy.  vou  have  takt'ii  up  with  an  actress;  may  t! 
notion  of  marrying'  \oiir  niistre-.~  never  p-t  a  hold  on  yo 
It  is  a  torment  omitted  fmm  tin'  hell  of  Daiile.  you  se 
Look  here!  I  will  heat  her;  1  will  j.nve  her  a  thrashiiifr;  I  wi 
give  it  to  lierl  I'oison  of  my  life,  she  sent  me  off  like  a  nil 
ning  footman.' 

"By  this  time  we  had  reached  the  boulevard,  and  he  ha 
worked  himself  up  to  such  a  pitch  of  fury  that  the  won 
stuck  in  his  throat. 

"'I  will  kick  the  stullinj:  out  of  her!' 

"  'And  why  ?' 

"  *My  dear  fellow.  \ou  will  never  know  the  thousand-anc 
one  fancies  tiiat  slut  take-  into  her  head.  When  I  want  t 
fitay  at  home,  she,  forsootii,  mu-t  yo  out;  when  1  want  to  £ 


he  had 
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'"•t   .ho  want.  n,r  tn  stop  at  Ik,,,,..;  ...kI  sho  .po„fs  nut  nr.M,- 

.';!.■    1:."      '."''''"'*""'  «"''.'•'•«-"*";.'  an.l  talk>  an,I  talk,  till 

Hi^'it    nii'iins   liny   whini   that    thcv 


ilnvi'ji   vnii   cni/v. 


^^.pj;;.>.plak.,nt.,h..,H,..a.Is.a,.l.ron.n,..ansoj:^ 
— ruhdm  th..n,  w,th  ,om,Mh.n.  that  nn,-  thnr  arK.nn.nt. 
'"  1"-^,^-  '•;•>•  '"'M  th...r  ,„n,M.>  an.l  |..ok  a.  v.,,  a'   ,f   "u 
-  r.  a  <loa-   ,1..,-.     Mv  happn.-s.  ,n.ln.,|  !     I  N.-i  th.  1,1.. /.f 
;^ir,l-clo;.';      an,  »  p<.rf,.,,  slav...     Th,-  Intl..  happ,,,,-..  that 

-..  w„h  hn-  ..osts  n,..  ,|,.ar.     C ^M,n.|  ,,  all' S  .HI  t  v' 

t""'V.TVth,nt^  an.l  tak-  niVM-lf  „ir  ,„  a  -Mnvt.     Y...   ;,  „„.r,,, 

-I  l-lHTty.  i  I'-..  n,„  .lan..l  ,..  hav..  „u  ..un  wa;  on./,, 
"iiM    five  \('ars. 

"Hut  instca-i  of  ...inp  ^o  h,s  p„,..,..  c.r-v  .,r...l..  up  an.l 
■  'wn   th..   l.oul,.var.|   h..,w.vn   tho   Ru,.  ,!..   !:„.holirn  a, -I  tho 

-- .1"  M.,tH  IMan.^  nului.in,  n,  the  ,n,,st  f..arful  nnpr...  . 
'  ■"-.  In-  unh.,un.l...i  lanj^ua-..  was  most  ,o,„„.a|  ,„  |,,ar  ifi. 
f--vs.M   of   f,n-y   in    tl„.   Mr.-t    ..ontrast..,]   o,!,||v   ;vith   his 

■;-a  .  .  ..,u„an.,r  ,n  th..  hous...  ,.;.,„,...  ,,,.,.,  ,,„  ,^ 
-  .k  .  ir  Ins  nervous  a,:„at,on  an,!  inwanl  t..n,post.  Ahout 
'»;;o.•Io^k^.ma.m^d..ntVant,,•,n,pul>.^h..,.^^ 

lii.-s<.  cian,no.i   f..„,al..>  n-vr  know  what   th..v  want      I 
;     I  wa^r.-r  n>y  head  now  that  if  I  ,o  |,„„„.  an.l  tHI  h.-r  that 

..a^^  sctjt  t..  ask  n,y  frien.ls  to  ,|„„.  w„h  n,..  at  tho  //,..W 

'  (anrnle.  she  w,ll  not  h..  saiisfi,.,!  thon^d,  sh.  ma.h'  tho 
.nan,on,..nt  h.T^.lf  Bu,  sh.  w,II  hnv.  „,;..  o,T  so'::,:,!'; 
'  "  hrr.  I  won.l.r  wh.th.T  th.-ro  is  son...thinir  at  tho  hottom 
;    .HI  this,  an  assignation  with  sotno  jroat  ?     No.     I„  tho  hot- 

'11  ..f  hor  hoart  sho  loves  n,..  "  " 

Tho  Marquise  oould  not  help  smilintr 

••Ah.  nia.lan.e."  said  Xathan.  I.^okin';!:  keenly  at  her    "only 

-  men  and  prophets  know  how  to  turn  faith  to  aeoo„n't.-I)u 
-nol  w-ould  have  me  .o  home  wi,h  him."  h..  oo„tm„..,l    "and 

-  wont   slowly  haek.     It  was  thr...  o'..loek.      R..for..  he  ap- 
!'•  ir...l.   he   hoard   a   ,.tir   ,n    rh.>   kitohen.   saw    nren.r.t,.  1 

^^SnTl^: "'  '■'""'  "^  "^" " ""'  ''''■' ''-  -'^^h: 

"  'Madame  ordered   dinner.'  said    th,-   woman.     'Madame 
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dressed  and  ordiivd  a  cal..  and  then  she  elianged  her  mnv 
and  ordereil  it  aj:ain  f..r  the  tlifatre  this  eveninjr." 

•"(i 1."  exchiiine.l  ilu   WvwA,  'what  did   I  tell  yo": ' 

"We  nilrrcd  the  hoii^'  >iraltluly.  No  nne  was  tlure.  W( 
went  from  room  to  looni  until  we  reached  a  little  boudoir 
and  eauir  u|M,n  Tidlia  in  tears.  She  dried  her  eyes  withou 
aireetaliiiii.  iMid  -poke  to  dii  Bruel. 

"  'Send  a  note  to  the  Hocliir  dc  Canrah','  she  said,  'and  as! 
your  <,nK>ts  to  dine  here.' 

"She  was  droned  as  -mlv  women  of  the  theatre  can  dress 

in  a  simplv-made  <:own  (d'  >oiiie  dainty  material,  neither  to 

costly  nor  "too  common,  trrao'ful.  and  h;irnionious  in  outlin 

and  "colorin.i::  there  was  nothin.t:  (•"ii>picuous  aliout  her,  notl 

ing  e.xajr.irerated—a  word  now  dropping'  out  of  use.  to  he  n 

placed  hv  tlie  word    'arti-tic,"    n^ed  hy   fo<.ls  as  currvnt  coii 

In  sliort'.  Tullia  looked  like  a  ircntlcwoman.    At  ihirty-scvc 

phe  had  reaelx'd  the  prime  of  a   Frenchwoman's  beauty.     -^ 

this  moment  the  celebrated  oval  of  her  face  was  divinely  pah 

she  had  laid  her  hat  a^ide:  I  could  sec  a  faint  down  liice  tl 

bloom  of  fruit  M.flenin<r  the  silken  contours  of  a  cheek  itse 

po  delicate.     There  wa>  a  pathetic  charm  about  her  face  wit 

its  double  cluster  of  fair  hair:  her  brilliant  ,>:ray  eyes  we 

veiled  bv   a   mi<t   of  tears:  her  nose,   delicately   carved   as 

Roman  cameo,  with  its  (iuiverin.ir  nostrils:  her  little  mout 

like  a  child's  even  now:  her  loni:  queenly  throat,  with  tl 

veins  standing  (mt  upon  it  :  her  chin.  Hushed  for  the  mome 

by  some  secret  (h'spair:  the  ])ink  tips  of  her  oars,  the  h:.  . 

that   trembled   under   her  gloves,  everything  about  her  to 

of  violent   feeling.     The  feverish  twitching  of  her  oyebrc 

betraved  her  pain.     She  looki'd  sublime. 

"lier  first  words  had  crushed  dn  Bruel.     She  looked  at 
both,    with    that    penetrating,    impenetrable    cat-like    glan 
which  onlv  actresses  and  great  ladi"s  can  use.    Then  she  he 
out  her  hand  to  her  hu>band. 

'"Poor  dear,  you  had  .-carcely  gone  before  I  blamed  mys( 
a  thousand  time-  over,  ll  <eemed  to  me  that  I  had  be 
horribly  un-^rateful.     1  told  myself  that  I  had  been  unkir 
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—Was  I  very  unkind?"  she  a.-ki'd,  tiirninj:^  to  mc. — 'Why  not 
roccive  your  friend:;?  I>  it  mH  \Miir  house?  Dn  vdu  want 
tn  know  the  reason  of  it  all?  Well.  I  \\a>  afraid  ilia!  i  was  not 
loved;  .and  indeed  I  was  half-way  hetween  repeiitane/  and  the 
^!lanle  of  goin;,''  hark.  I  read  the  newspapers,  and  saw  that 
tiiere  was  a  first  ni,::ht  at  the  Varietes.  and  I  tlioiiyht  you  liad 
meant  to  ^nve  the  diiiniT  to  a  eoUaljorator.  I^eft  to  nivsejf, 
1  -avo  way,  I  dressed  to  hurry  out  after  yon — poor  pet." 

I)u  Bruel  looked  at  in(>  triunijihantly,  not  a  vesti;,'e  of  a 
ncolieetion  of  his  orations  coiilrn  'fitllin  in  his  mind. 

■■'Well,  dearest.  I  have  not  spoken  to  i\n\  one  of  them,'  he 
said. 

"  'How  well  we  understand  each  other !"  ([uotli  she. 

"Even  as  she  uttered  those  hewilderinfr  sweet  words,  I 
raufrht  sight  of  something  in  her  l)elt,  the  corner  of  a  little 
note  thrust  sidewise  into  it;  hut  I  did  not  need  that  indica- 
tion to  tell  me  that  TuUia's  fantastic  conduct  \va~  referahle 
tn  occult  causes.  Woman,  in  my  opinion,  is  the  most  logical 
iif  created  hcings.  tiie  child  alone  excepted.  In  hoth  wc  he- 
h'lld  a  sublime  phenomenon,  the  unvarying  triumph  of  one 
'i-minant,  all-excluding  thouglit.  The  child's  thought 
fhanges  every  tnoment ;  hut  while  it  possesses  him.  he  acts 
n[  on  it  with  such  ardor  that  others  give  way  hefore  him.  fas- 
cinated by  the  ingenuity,  the  per.-istence  of  a  strong  desire. 
Woman  is  less  changeahle.  hut  to  call  her  capricious  is  a 
.-tupid  insult.  Whenever  she  acts  she  is  always  swayed  by 
■ne  dominant  pa-sion  :  and  womierfid  it  is  to  see  how  >he 
!!i,ikes  that  passion  the  verv  centf  of  h'T  world. 

"TuUia  WMS  irresistihl(>:  she  t^.-istcd  dii  Kruel  round  her 
lingers,  the  sky  grew  iilue  again,  the  evening  was  glorious. 
And  ingenious  writer  ol  plays  as  he  is.  he  never  so  much  as 
-.!w  that  his  wife  had  Imricd  a  trouble  out  of  sight. 

■•'Such  is  life,  my  dear  fellov,,"  he  said  to  me,  'ups  and 
i!ov,-ns  and  contrasts.' 

"  'Especially  life  off  the  stage,"  I  put  in. 

'■'That  is  just  what  I  mean.'  lie  lontinue.].  'Whv.  hut 
•'  r  these  violent  emotions,  one  woidd  h-  hored  to  death  !     Ah  ! 

-     woman  has  the  gift  of  rousing  me.' 
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"We  w.Mit  to  the  \'iiri(.'tt's  al'irr  (liiuicr:  but  before  we  lof! 
the  house  I  >li|iiM'(l  iiilo  ilii  I'.nirlV  room,  and  on  a  sshel: 
anions'  a  imIc  of  wa-tr  paiKT-  I'ouii  1  lb"  coin-  of  tin,'  Petilns 
Affirhr.<.  in  wbicb,  a-rfrabls  to  tbc  ivfornictl  hiw,  notice  o 
the  piinbaM'  oj'  tbc  liou-f  was  in-erHMl.  The  wtrds  stam 
ine  in  the  facr^   'At   tbc  rci|Ui'.-t   of  .lean    Fran.-iis  ilii   Bnic 

and  Cbuidinc  ChatVaroux,  !iis  wife — '  Ihn-  was  the  expla 

nation  of  the  wliole  matter.  1  olTered  my  arm  to  Cbiudinf 
and  aibnved  tlie  <:uests  to  de.-eend  the  stairs  in  front  of  u? 
Wlieii  we  were  alone — 'If  I  were  La  I'alforine.'  1  said,  ' 
woubl  not  l)reak  an  ap[)ointinent.' 

"(Jravely  slie  hiid  her  finirer  on  her  lips.  She  leant  nn  m; 
arTn  as  we  went  downstairs,  and  looked  at  me  with  alinos 
.sometiiiiiLr  like  happiness  in  Iht  eyes  bet  um'  I  knew  La  Pal 
ferine,  ("an  you  see  the  first  idea  that  oeeurred  to  her?  Sh 
thought  of  making  a  spy  of  me.  but  I  turned  her  olT  with  th 
light  jesting  talk  of  Bohemia. 

"A  month  later,  after  a  tirst  performane?  of  one  of  d 
Bruers  plays,  we  met  in  the  vestibule  of  the  theatre.  Tt  wa 
raining;  1  went  to  eall  a  cab.  We  bad  been  delayed  for 
few  minutes,  so  that  there  were  no  eabs  in  sight.  Claudin 
scolded  du  Hruel  soundly;  and  a<  we  rolled  through  th 
streets  (for  she  set  me  down  at  FlorineV).  she  continue 
the(pia:Tel  with  a  series  of  mo-t  mortifying  remarks 
'' 'Wiiat  is  this  about  r"  1  in(]uired. 

"  'Oh.  my  <lear  fellow,  she  blames  me  for  allowing  you  t 
run  out  for  a  cab,  and  thereupon  proceeds  to  wish  for  a  cai 
riage.' 

"  'As  a  dancer,'  said  she.  'I  have  never  been  accustome 
to  use  my  feet  except  on  the  boards.  If  you  have  any  spiri 
you  will  turn  out  four  more  plays  or  so  in  a  year;  you  wi 
make  up  your  mind  that  succeed  they  must,  when  you  thin 
of  the  end  in  view,  and  that  your  wife  will  not  walk  in  tl 
mud.  It  is  a  shame  that  I  should  have  to  ask  for  it.  Yo 
ought  to  have  guessed  my  continual  discomfort  during  the  i]' 
vears  since  I  marrieil  you." 

"'I  am  quite  willing.*  returiied  du  Bruel.  'But  we  sha 
ruin  oujselves.' 
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" 'If  you  run  intf)  dcht,'  shf  siid.  'mv  muh' 
1  icur  it  off  soriio  (lay." 

••'You  aro  quite  oapahlc  of  ji-avin;;  inc  the  i\c\)\<  and  tak- 
ni:  the  property. ' 

" 'Oil  I  is  that  the  way  you  take  it?'  retorted  she.  'T  have 
';.>thinji  more  to  say  tr)  you  ;  muIi  a  ^pee(■ll  stops  my  mouth.' 

•'Whereupon  du  Rruel  poured  out  liis  .-oul  in  exeuses  and 
jtroiestations  of  love.  Not  a  word  did  she  say.  He  took  her 
iiaiid?.  she  allowed  him  to  take  them:  tliey  were  like  ice,  like 
Ji  dead  woman's  hand.*.  Tullia.  you  ean  understand,  was 
playing  to  admiration  the  part  of  eorp.-^c^  that  women  ean 
play  to  show  you  that  theyref\isc  their  consent  to  anythin;^  and 
everything;  that  for  you  they  are  suppressing  soul,  spirit, 
and  life,  and  regard  themselves  as  i)ea>ts  of  l)urden.  Noth- 
ing so  provokes  a  man  witli  a  heart  as  this  strategy.  Women 
■  an  only  use  it  with  those  who  worship  them. 

"She  turned  to  me.  'Do  you  suppose,'  she  said  seornfully, 
'that  a  Count  would  have  uttered  such  an  insult  even  if  *he 
tliought  had  entered  his  mind?  For  my  misfortune  I  have 
jived  with  dukes,  andjassadors,  and  great  lords,  and  I  know 
thrir  ways.  How  intolerable  it  makes  bourgeois  lite  I  .Xfter 
all.  a  playwright  is  not  a  Hastignac  nor  a  Rlietore ' 

"Du  Bruel  looked  ghastly  at  this.  Two  days  afterwards 
■Av  met  in  the  foyer  at  th<'  Opera,  and  took  a  few  turns  to- 
gether.    The  conversation   fell  on  Tullia. 

"'Do  not  lake  my  ravings  on  the  boulevard  too  seriously,' 
said  he;  'I  have  a  violent  temper.' 

"For  two  winters  I  was  a  tolerably  frequent  visitor  at  du 
Hr\iers  house,  and  I  followed  Claudine's  tactics  closelv.  She 
li.id  a  splendid  carriage.  Du  Bruel  entered  public  life;  she 
made  him  al)jure  his  Koyalist  opinions.  H(^  rallied  himself: 
li-  took  his  place  again  in  tlie  administration:  the  Xationa! 
iitiard  was  discreetly  canva-sed,  du  Hrud  wa-  elected  major. 
and  behaved  so  valorously  in  a  street  riot,  that  he  was  deco- 
rated wich  the  rosette  of  an  officer  of  tiie  Legion  of  Honor. 
lie  was  appointed  Master  of  Hefpiests  and  head  of  a  depart- 
ment.    Uncle  Chaffaroux  died  and  left  his  niece  forty  thou- 
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wind  francs  per  :iiiniim.  tl:rci'-r''iiril:>  nf  his  fortune.  Dii 
Briicl  licciiini'  ;i  ilcinr, \  :  Inii  !ii>fnrr!i;iii(|.  id  -use  the  nccossity 
of  re-election,  lie  M'cnreil  I  •>  iioiuinai  ion  to  the  Council  ef 
State.  He  I'lprinii'.i  i!i\er  arehii'olouMial  treatises,  a  couple 
of  political  painiihlet~.  ami  a  -tali>tieal  work,  hy  way  of  pre- 
text  for  his  appointment  ti^  ;)ne  of  the  (ihliuMii^  academies  of 
the  Institul.  .\t  tiii-  momi  nt  he  i-  a  Commander  of  the  !.'•- 
gion.  a, id  (after  li>hin,Lr  in  the  troiiMcd  \vater>  of  politiciil 
intrii^ue)  has  (piite  rerently  liecn  ma<le  a  peer  of  France  ami 
a  count.  As  yet  uiu'  frie:id  does  not  venture  to  hear  his 
honors;  lii.->  wife  merely  puts  'La  Comlesse  du  Hruel"  on  her 
cards.  Tlie  sonietiine  play\vrif,dit  has  the  ()r<ler  of  Leopold. 
the  Order  of  L~ahella.  ihe  Cross  (d'  Saint-Vladimir,  second 
class,  the  Onler  of  Civil  Merit  of  Bavaria,  the  I'apal  Order  of 
the  (iolden  S|)ur, — all  the  les.-er  orders,  in  short,  besides  the 
Grand  Cross. 

'Tl.ree  months  airo  Claudine  drove  to  La  I'alferine's  door 
in  her  splendid  carria^'e  with  its  armorial  hearinjrs.  Du 
Bruel's  grandfather  was  a  fanner  of  taxes  ennobled  towards 
the  end  of  Louis  l^uatorze's  reiirn.  Cherin  composed  his  coat- 
of-arnis  for  him.  so  the  Count's  coronet  looks  not  amiss  above 
a  scutcheon  innocent  of  hnperial  aiisurdities.  Li  this  way. 
in  the  short  space  of  three  years,  Claudine  had  carried  nut 
the  programme  laid  down  for  her  l>y  the  eharmiiij:,  light- 
hearted   La   Pal  ferine. 

"One  day,  just  a  month  ago,  she  climhed  the  mi-erable 
staircase  to  her  lover's  lodging;  climbed  in  her  glory,  dressed 
like  a  real  countess  of  the  Faubourg  Saint-Germain,  to  our 
friend's  garret.  La  Pal  ferine,  seeing  her,  said,  'You  have 
made  a  peeress  of  yourself  I  know.  But  it  is  too  late,  Claud- 
ine; every  one  is  talking  just  now  about  the  Southern  Cross, 
1  should  like  to  see  it  I" 

"  'I  will  get  it  for  you.' 

"La  I'alferine  burst  into  a  jieal  of  Tlonieric  laughter. 

"'Most  distinctly,'  he  returned,  'I  do  not  wish  to  have  a 
woman  as  ignorant  a-  a  car])  for  my  mistress,  a  woman  that 
springs  like  a  flying  tlsh  from  the  green-room  of  the  Opera 
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to  Court,  for  I  should  like  to  see  you  at  the  Court  of  the  Citi- 
,:tn  King.' 

"She  turned  to  nie. 

"  "What  if  the  Southern  Cross?'  she  asked,  in  a  sad,  down- 
'  .i.-t  voice. 

"I  was  struek  with  admiration  for  this  indomitahlo  love, 
nutdoin<r  the  most  ingenious  iiuirvcls  of  fairv  talcs  in  real 
life — a  love  that  would  spring  over  a  precipice  to  find  a  roc's 
■  gg.  or  to  gatlier  the  singing  tlowcr.  I  explained  that  the 
Southern  Cross  was  a  nebulous  constellation  even  brighter 
than  the  Milky  Way.  arranged  in  the  form  of  a  cross,  and 
that  it  could  only  he  seen  in  southern  latitudes. 

'■'Very  well,  Charles,  let  us  go,'  said  she. 

"La  Palferine,  ferneiou.s  though  he  was.  had  tears  in  his 
i\v<:  hut  what  a  look  there  was  in  Claudine's  face,  what  a 
iMtc  in  her  voice!  I  have  sei^n  nothing  like  the  thing  that 
followed,  not  even  in  the  supreme  touch  of  a  great  actor's 
;irl  ;  nothing  to  compare  with  her  movement  when  she  .saw 
the  hard  eyes  softened  in  tears;  Claudine  sank  vpnn  her  knees 
and  kissed  La  Palferinc's  pitiless  hand.  Tie  rai.cd  her  with 
hi-  grand  manner,  his  'Rustict.li  air.'  a<  he  calls  it— 'There, 
I  hild  :"  he  said.  'I  will  do  something  for  you  ;  I  will  put  you — 
ii!  my  will.' 

"Well."  concluded  Nathan.  "I  a~k  myself  sometimes 
uhcther  du  Hriiel  is  really  deceived.  Truly  there  is  nothing 
more  comic,  nothing  stranger  than  the  sight  of  a  careless 
vuiing  fellow  riding  a  married  couple,  his  slightest  whims 
r.reived  as  law.  the  weightiest  decisions  revoked  at  a  word 
fpiin  him.  That  dinner  incident,  as  you  can  -ce.  is  repeated 
tiines  without  nundicr.  it  interferes  with  itiiportani  matters. 
S;ill,  hut  for  ('laudine"s  caprice^,  du  liriid  wouid  be  de  Cursv 
Mill,  on(>  vaudevillist  among  five  hundred:  whereas  he  is  in 
the  House  of  Peers." 


"You  will  change  the  names.  I  hope!"  said   Xafhan.  ad- 
(irrssing  Mnie.  de  la  Baudraye. 
"I  should  think  so !    I  have  onlv  set  names  to  the  masks  for 
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you.  My  dear  Natlmii,"  slio  uddt'd  in  llio  poet's  ear,  "I  knovi 
another  ea^^c  m  wliicli  tlie  wifu  takes  du  Uruul's  place." 

"And  the  (,ata.-truplie!'"  queried  Lousteau,  returning  jusl 
at  the  end  of  Mnie.  de  la  Baudraye's  ttory. 

"1  do  not  believe  in  catastrophes.  One  has  to  invent  .suci; 
good  one.s  to  .«ho\v  that  art  is  quite  a  match  for  chance;  anc 
nobody  read>  a  Ijonk  t'viee,  my  friend,  e.xeept  for  the  details." 

"But  there  is  a  catastrophe,"  persisted  Nathan. 

"What  is  itr" 

"The  Manjuise  de  Kochefide  is  infatuated  with  Charlei 
Edward.     My  story  excited  her  curiosity." 

"Oh,  uniiappy  woman!"  cried  Mnie.  de  la  Baudra3e. 

"Not  so  unhappy,"  said  Nathan,  "for  Ma.vime  de  Traille- 
and  La  I'alferine  have  brou<,dit  about  a  rupture  between  tht 
Marquis  and  Mnie.  Sehontz,  and  they  mean  to  make  it  uf 
between  Arthur  and  Beatrix.'' 
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To  Monsieur  Ir  Ihtnni  Jamrs  de  Rofliyrhiff!.  l^anker  'nd 
Austrian  Consul-Gencral  at  Paris. 

TiiK  word  hndlc  in  a  ciiplu'iiiisni  invented  to  describe  the 
-i.itus  of  a  persoiiaire.  or  a  per-oiiaue  (,f  a  status,  of  wliicli  it 
1-  awkward  to  speak:  the  French  Aeadeinie.  in  its  ijir)dosty, 
:  .ivin;:  oriiitt(>d  to  Mipply  a  definition  out  of  re;:ard  for  the 
-je  of  Its  forty  ineniiiers.  WlK'nevor  a  new  word  comes  to 
•iipfily  the  place  of  an  unwieldy  circiindocution,  its  fortune 

-  assured:  the  word  hmitr  has  pas-od  into  the  lan^riiajre  of 
rvrry  chiss  of  society.  I'ven  where  the  lorctte  herself  will  never 
-iin  an  entrance.  It  was  only  invented  in  ISIO,  and  d.Tived 
iH'vond  a  doubt  from  the  a;r<jlomerntion  of  puch  swallows' 
ncMs  about  the  Church  of  Our  Ladv  of  Loretto.  This  infor- 
::!;ition  is  for  etymoio,iri-ts  .-rdy.  Those  .(rentlemen  would  not 
i"  so  often  in  a  quandary  if  medianal  writers  had  oidv  tak.'u 
Mich  pains  with  details  of  conte?nporary  nuinncrs  as  we  take 

n  these  days  of  analysis  and  description. 

Mile.  Turquet,  or  .Mala-a.  for  ^he  i<  !,etter  known  bv  her 
;-iidonyni,*  was  one  of  the  earliest  parishioners  of  that 
^iiarniin;?  church.  At  the  time  to  which  this  storv  belonirs, 
li.at  lifjhthearted  and  lively  damsel  ,i:ladden(>d  the  existerroe 
'  !'a  notary  with  a  wife  somewliat  too  hiixoted,  ripid.  and  friijid 
\"Y  domestic  happiness. 

Now.  it  so  fell  out  that  oni>  Carnival  eveninsr  ^raitre  Cardot 
».is  cntertainintr  quests  at  Mile.  Tunpiet's  hou.se— Desrochcs 
'.!i"  attorney,  Rixiou  of  the  caricature^.  I/nisteau  the  journal- 

-'.  \nthan.  and  others;  it  is  (piite  unnecessarv  to  five  anv 
'nrther  description  of  these  personatres.  all  hearers  of  ilhis- 
iriuus  names  in  the  Comnli,'  lluinnine.  Young  La  Palferiue, 

♦See  Lafaunte  Maitreste. 
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ill  .-intf  nf  liis  title  (if  I  •-.lint  iinil  liis  j,'rcal  (IfSLriit,  wliicli. 
alii>!  incaii-  ,-i  -n-at  il.'-unt  in  fortuiic  likewise,  had  honored 
the  iiolan".-  iiiile  e.-ialiii-hiiieiit  with  liis  jiresi-noo. 

At  (iiniirr.   in  >iuli  a   Ihhim',  (inc  docs  not  expect  to  meet 

the  patrianhal  I f.  ilie  >kiiiii\    fowl  and  salad  of  domestic 

and  family  life,  nor  is  I  here  any  attempt  at  the  hypocriticiij 
eonversilKin  ><(  (lrawin;.'-roonis  fnriii.-hrd  with  hi;:lilv  respecf- 
alde  inalioriv  Wlieii.  alas!  will  respi'ctahijity  l)e  eiiarmili^'? 
Wiicn  will  the  Women  in  ^ood  society  vouchsafe  to  show  rather 
less  of  iheir  shoulders  ami  rather  more  wit  or  ;:enialitv  i'  Mar- 
guenie  'riin|iiet,  the  .\>pa>ia  (d'  the  ('in|Ue-()lympiiiue,  is 
one  of  those  frank.  Very  living'  jier.-onalities  to  whom  ail  is 
for^nvi  n.  .mkIi  unconscious  sinners  are  they,  such  intelliiient 
penitent.^;  id"  such  a>  .Mala^'a  one  mi;rhl  ask.  like  Cardot— a 
witty  man  ciiouuh.  alhcit  a  notary -to  he  well  "deceived." 
And  yel  you  iiiu-t  not  ihnik  that  any  enormities  were  coiii- 
niitted.  i  )c>roclic>  and  Cardot  were  j,'ood  fellow-;  <,'rown  too 
gray  in  the  profc-.-ioii  not  to  feel  at  ease  with  Hixiou.  Lou?- 
teati.  Xalhan.  and  youiiLT  i-i  I'alferine.  And  ihev  on  their 
side  had  too  often  had  recourse  to  their  le.LTiil  advisers,  and 
knew  them  too  ucll  to  try  to  "draw  them  out."  in  lorette  lan- 
gna.L'e. 

Conversation,  perfumed  with  seven  ciirnrs.  at  first  was  as 
fantastic  as  a  kid  let  loo^c.  hut  linally  it  settled  down  upon 
the  stratcL'-y  of  iIm-  coii.Mani  war  waited  in  Paris  hctween  cred- 
itors and  delitors. 

Xow.  if  you  will  he  so  -ood  as  to  ri'call  the  history  and 
antecedents  of  the  L:ue-t<,  you  will  know  that  in  all  i'aris  voii 
could  scarcely  find  a  irroup  of  men  with  more  evperioncc  in 
this  matter:  the  j)rofe>sional  men  on  oni'  hami,  and  the  artists 
on  the  other,  witc  siunet hi !'■_■■  in  ilie  jiosition  of  niairistrates 
and  criminals  hohiiohhini:-  loirethcr.  A  set  of  Bixiou's  draw- 
iiiiTs  to  illustrate  life  in  the  dchtors'  prison,  led  the  conversa- 
tion to  take  tills  particular  turn:  and  from  dchtors"  prisons 
they  Went  to  lielits. 

It  was  midniuht.  'i'hey  had  !u-oken  up  into  little  knots 
round  ilio  tahlc  and  hefore  the  lire,  and  gave  themsclvos  up 
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\"  the  l)urlcMjuc  fun  wliicli  i>  oiils  |Mir.-ili|i'  m  t  Miiiprrlicnsihlc 
in  Paris  ami  in  ihal  |i,irt  iciilar  rr-iun  wlm  h  i,  hoiindcd 
l\  iIh'  l-'aiil»<.iiri,'  MMnlinailr,  ,  ihr  Hnr  (  hiiii-Hr  i|"Atitm.  tlic 
i.j')i.T  t-nd  of  ihc  1,'iic  .|r  .\a\ann  and  I'lr  Inir  ,,i  tiir  huul.'- 
■.,ird«. 

In  Icii  iniiiMlrv"  iinic  iIh-x  li.id  cuin.'  !a  an  end  nf  all  tli.' 
ii"|)  r.'lii'ctinn-.  all  the  rnmalizMiL:.-.  >tiiall  and  -rial,  all  tin' 
iid  piiiis  niadc  on  a  vNl.jcct  alfiMdy  .'xlianMcl  hv  Iiabidais 
■>■  I'l-  liiindrcd  and  lifty  \,ar-  aj,'o.  It  i-  not  a  lililr  to  flicir 
Mrdit  that  the  pyrotfchnic  display  \va-  cnt  -liort  ui'h  a  tinal 
Niuili  from  .Mala;;a. 

"If  all  jzocs  to  the  ^ho^nlakt■I•.-,■■  >]u'  .slid.  "I  left  a  inilliinT 
i'-iaiisc  she  failfd  tui(v  witli  in,  hat.-.  'I'lic  vimmi  has  hoen 
ii'Tc  twcnty-.-fvcn  tinir^  to  a-k  for  twmly  fraru-.  She  did 
ri"t  know  that  we  never  lia\e  iwetily  frano.  (»ne  has  a  thou- 
sand francs,  or  one  sends  to  one"-  notary  for  live  hundred; 
liiit  twenty  francs  I  have  never  had  in  my  life.  My  cook  and 
my  maid  may.  perhaps,  have  so  nuich  l.enveen  thein  ;  l)iit  for 
nivown  part.  I  have  nothin-r  hut  credit,  and  I  -hoiild  los.'  that 
if  I  took  to  horrowin<r  small  sums.  If  I  were  to  a-k  for  twenty 
francs  I  should  have  iiotiiiii<:  to  distin,;:uish  me  from  mv  col- 
I'a^'ues  that  walk  the  boulevard." 

"Is  the  milliner  paid?"  asked  La  Pal  ferine. 

'"Oh,  come  now,  are  you  turning'  stupid:-"  said  she,  with  a 
wink.  "She  came  this  niornincr  for  the  twenty-  cventh  time, 
tliat  is  how  I  came  to  mention  it." 

"What  did  you  do?''  asked  Desroches. 

"I  took  pity  upon  her.  and— ordered  a  little  hat  that  I 
have  just  invented,  a  quite  new  shape.  If  Mile,  .\nianda 
succeeds  with  it,  she  will  .say  no  more  about  the  money,  her 
fortune  is  made." 

"In  my  opinion."  put  in  Desroches.  "the  finest  thinfrs  that 
I  have  seen  in  a  duel  of  this  kind  <rive  tho.<e  who  know  Paris 
::  far  better  picture  of  the  city  than  all  the  fancv  portraits 
that  they  paint.  Some  of  you  think  that  voii  know  a  thinir 
or  two."  he  continued,  ■rlancin^'  round  at  Nathan.  Hixiou.  La 
Piilferine,  and   Lousteau.  "but  the  king  of  the  jTroiind   is  a 
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(crtain  Coiiiit,  imw  lui-y  raii^rmu  li'in-rlf.  In  his  time,  Ik 
was  sii|)|iiiM(i  f>  lie  the  rlcNiTi'l.  ;iilrMiii  -1,  laiirin -i,  Ixildcsf 
stotitrst,  iiiM-t  >iililli'  iuiil  (■\|Hri''in  >  (1  of  all  tilt'  [)iratp!»,  wlui 
f(|iii|)|)('(l  uiili  liiii'  iiiaiimr-.  M'liuu  kid  L.'|fi\rs.  ar;i|  cal)*,  h,i\i 
cviT  .-ail'il  <<r  v\.tr  will  >ail  ii[i(iii  ihr  -luriiiv  -fa  nf  j'aris.  lii 
ft'iirs  neither  (iud  imr  man.  lie  applie.^  m  private  liff  tin 
prideipjes  that  ^Miide  till-  Kurdish  (ahinet.  I'p  in  the  firiK 
of  Ins  inarnaire,  his  life  wiis  one  eonlinual  war,  like — \j>\\< 
teau's.  for  in-Ianee.      I   was.  and  am  ^tdi  Ins  .-oiieitor." 

"And  the  lir>t  letter  of  his  name  is  Ma.vnne  de  Trailles.' 
eaid  La  I'alferine. 

"For  that  matter,  he  has  paid  every  one.  and  injured  ik 
one,"  eontiinied  l)e>roehes.  "Hut  as  our  frii-nd  hixioii  wa- 
sayinj,'  ju.-t  now,  it  is  a  vioiatiun  of  the  lilieitv  of  the  suhjeel 
to  he  made  to  pay  in  March  wlien  you  have  no  mind  to  pa\ 
till  Oetoher.  By  virtne  of  this  article  of  his  particular  code 
Maxiinc  regarded  a  cri'ditor's  scheme  for  niakinjr  liim  pav  a1 
once  as  a  swindler's  trick.  It  was  long  since  lie  had  gras|>e(* 
the  signifirance  of  the  hill  of  exchange  in  all  its  hearings 
direct  and  remote.  A  young  man  once,  in  my  place,  called  i; 
bill  of  exchange  the  'asses'  hriilge'  in  his  hearing.  'No,'  sair 
he,  'it  is  the  Bridge  of  Sighs;  it  is  the  sliorte>-t  wav  to  an  exc 
oution.'  Imleed.  his  kiu)wledge  of  commercial  law  was  sf 
complete,  that  a  professional  could  not  have  taught  him  any 
thing.  At  that  time  he  had  nothing,  as  yo-.i  know.  His  car- 
riage and  horses  were  johhed  :  he  lived  in  his  valet's  house 
and,  hy  the  way,  he  will  he  a  hero  to  his  valet  to  the  end  ol 
the  rhapter,  even  after  the  marriage  that  he  proposes  to  make 
He  belonged  to  three  clulis.  and  dined  at  one  of  ihem  when- 
ever he  did  not  dine  out.  As  a  rule,  he  was  to  he  found  ypt\ 
sehlom  at   his  own  address " 

•'He  once  said  to  me."  interruptetl  La  I'alferine.  "''My  om 
affectation  is  the  pretence  that  1  make  of  livin!.r  in  the  Ru( 
Pigalle.'" 

"Well."  resumed  Desroches.  "li(>  was  one  of  the  conihatants 
and  now  for  the  other.  Yoii  have  heard  more  or  less  talk  ol 
one  Claparon?" 
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-llnd   liiiir  hk..  il,,,'"  ,,„..|   HivH.u.  rutllin;;  his  locks  till 

V    -tcMJ    .,1,    rn.l.       (i|f!r  I    uitll    ihr    -.-i,,,,.    tillr|,t    f n  1     inilnlrk- 

_'  iilisiinlitu'S  wlii.li  ('li.>|iiii   111.'  i.i;i:ii-t   f.n.-,..-,.-  tn  so  ln;;li 
I   furihuith   Im  n'|>rr..'iit   tl.i'  cliaractcr 


like  ilii-  when  h,.  >.|H.ak<:  lie  was  <>nc(>  a 
ln'  lia>  Iti'.'ii  all  >ort'^  of  thintrs "' 


ili'LTi'i'.     ii.      |il'ii(  ,  ,  , 

■  'h  startliiiL:  tniili 
"III'  V(A\-  'li-  In  a' 

'MiniiTcial  travi'ltr 

"Well,  hr  \,as  I.Mrn  to  tra\r!.  for  at  this  minut.',  a-  I  s[..-ak. 
!•    ix'ti  tht'  .ra  on  III-  way  u,  Aincrica."  said  Dc^roilirs.     "U 

■  hi.- only  clianc.'.  for  in  all  prohahilit v  1im  uill  1„.  c.ndcmnod 

■  default  a- a  fraiidulint  hankrupf  ne\t  -csMon." 
"\'(Ty  niuch  at  -ra  I"  cxclaiinrd   Malai^a. 

-For  ,-i.\  or  scvtn  years  this  Clapafon  acted  a*  tnan  of  straw, 

::'-pa\v.  and  .scai)ep)at  to  two  friends  (,f  ours,  dn  Tillet  and 

\iuinjren:  hut  in  l.S-,>!»  his  part  was  so  w.dl  known  that " 

"Our  friends  dropped  liim."  put  in  Hixioii. 

"They  left  him  to  his  fate  at  la-t.  and  !,e  wallowed  in  tho 
nnre."  continued  Desroches.  "In  l^:}  he  went  into  partner- 
-iip  with  one  ferizet " 

"What!  he  that  promoted  a  .joint-stock  eomjianv  so  niocly 
tiiat  the  Si.xth  Chaml.er  .'ut  short  his  career  with  a  couple 
"i   vears  in  jail'r"  asked  the  lorette. 

"The  same.  I'nder  the  Restoration,  between  lS-23  and 
l-^v'T,  (Vrizefii  occupation  consisted  in  first  pi;ttin<:  his  name 
i.'itrepidly  ti  various  paragraphs,  on  which  the  pi.rhlic  prose- 
'  iitor  fastened  with  avidity,  and  suhsequentlv  marching  off 
t"  prison.  A  man  conld  make  a  name  for  hiniself  with  smail 
'xpense  in  those  days.  The  Liheral  partv  called  their  pro- 
vincial champion  'the  eourapeous  Cerizet.'' and  towards  1828 
-'>  much  zeal  received  its  reward  in  v,.nera]  interest.' 

"  'General  interest'  is  a  kinci  of  civic  crown  bestowed  on  tho 

■-ervinjr  by  the  daily  press,     ("erizet  tried  to  discount  the 

.-■neral  interest"  taken  in  him.     He  came  to  Paris,  and.  with 

-'  :iie  help  from  cayiitalists  in  the  Opposition,  started  as  a 

i'lf'ker.  and  conducted  financial  operations  to  some  extent,  the 

'  apital  being  found  by  a  man  in  hiding,  a  skilful  gambler  who 

■verreacbcd   himself,  and   in  conse.|uence,  in  July   ]8:lO,  his 

i:ipital  foundered  in  the  shipwreck  of  the  Government.'' 
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"Oh!  it  was  he  whnin  wo  used  to  rail  tlio  Sy.=tcm,"  met] 
Bi.xiou. 

"Say  no  harm  of  him,  poor  fellow."  protcsteil  Malapi. 
"D'Estoiiniy  was  a  L'ood  >ort." 

"You  can  im.iL'iiic  tln'  part  that  a  ruined  man  was  sure  to 
play  in  IH'M)  when  his  name  in  politics  was  'the  courageous 
Cerizet."  He  \\a<  >ent  olf  into  a  verv  snnir  little  f;r.l)-profec- 
ture.  T'idnekily  for  him,  it  is  one  tliinijf  to  he  in  opposition— 
any  missile  is  irood  enoui^h  to  throw,  so  lon<:  as  the  fiirht  lasts; 
but  qui.e  another  to  he  in  otliee.  Three  months  later,  he  was 
nbli<:cd  to  send  in  his  resi;rnation.  Had  he  not  taken  it  into 
his  head  to  attempt  to  win  popularity?  Stdl.  as  he  had 
done  nothin<r  as  yet  to  imperil  his  title  of  'coura^reous  C'erizet,' 
the  Government  propos(>d  by  vvay  of  eompensation  that  he 
should  nianaire  a  newspaper:  nominally  an  Opposition  paper, 
but  Ministerialist  in  petto.  So  the  fall  of  this  noble  nature  was 
really  due  to  the  (Jovernment.  To  Cerizet,  as  inager  of  the 
paper,  it  was  rather  too  eviih-nt  that  he  was  as  a  bird  perch'^d 
on  a  rotten  boueh  :  and  then  it  was  that  he  promoted  that  nice 
little  joint-stock  eoin[)any,  and  thereby  secured  a  couple  of 
years  in  prison  :  he  was  cauijht,  while  more  _:enious  swin- 
dlers succeeded  in  cati-hintr  the  public." 

"We  are  ae(|uaintt>(l  with  the  more  infrenious,''  said  Bixiou; 
"let  us  say  no  ill  of  the  poor  fellow:  he  was  nabbed:  Couture 
allowed  them  to  s(pieeze  his  cash-box;  who  woukl  ever  have 
thought  it  of  him  y 

"At  all  events.  Cerizet  was  a  low  sort  of  fellow,  a  good  deal 
damaged  by  low  debauchery.  Now  for  the  duel  T  spoke  about. 
Xever  did  two  tradesmen  of  the  worst  type,  with  the  worst 
manners,  tlie  lowest  pair  of  villains  imaginable,  go  into  part- 
nership in  a  dirtier  business.  Their  stock-in-trade  consisted 
of  the  peculiar  idiom  of  the  man  about  town,  tlie  audacitv  of 
jioverty.  the  cunning  that  comes  of  experience,  and  a  special 
knowledge  of  Pari-ian  capitalisls.  their  origin,  connections, 
acquaintances,  and  intrinsic  value.  This  partnership  of  two 
'dabblers'  (let  tiie  Stock  Kvchange  term  pass,  for  it  is  the 
only  word  which  describes  them),  this  partnership  of  dabblers 
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iliil  not  last  very  long.     Thcv  fought  like  faiiiislu'd  curs  over 
iMTy  bit  of  garbiigc. 

"'I'liL'  carluT  speculiitions  of  tlic  firm  of  Cerizct  and  Cla- 
j'.iron  were,  however,  well  phinni'd.  The  two  -caiiii).-  joined 
i  uclS  with  Barix't.  ('hai)oi>seau,  Saniaiinii,  and  usurers  of 
liiat  stamp,  and  bought  up  hopele»ly  liad  debts. 

•'(^hiparon's  phice  of  business  at  tliat  tune  wa<  a  erainpcd 
'iitrc.«ol  in  the  Hue  ("hai)aiuiais — five  roonl^  at  a  ri^nt  of  seven 
hiindrocl  francs  at  most.  Kaeji  partner  >lept  in  a  little  closet, 
:-o  carefully  closed  from  prudenic.  that  my  head-elerk  could 
never  get  inside.  The  furniture  of  the  other  three  rooms — 
iin  ante-chamber,  a  waiting-room,  and  a  private  ollice — would 
iMit  have  fetched  three  hundred  francs  altogether  at  a  distress- 
warrant  sale.  You  know  enough  of  Paris  to  know  the  look 
cf  it ;  the  stuffed  horsehair-covered  chairs,  a  talile  covered  with 
:i  green  cloth,  a  trumpery  clock  between  a  couple  of  candle 
>ronces,  growing  tarnished  under  ghiss  shades,  tile  small  gilt- 
framed  mirror  over  the  chimney-piece,  and  in  the  grate  a 
charred  stick  or  two  of  firewood  which  had  lasted  them  for 
two  winters,  as  my  head-clerk  put  it.  .\s  fnr  the  office,  you 
ran  gues.s  what  it  was  like — more  letter-files  than  business 
I' Iters,  a  set  of  common  pigeon-lioles  for  eitlier  partner,  a 
cvlinder  desk,  empty  as  the  cash-box.  in  the  middle  of  the 
riiom,  and  a  couple  of  armchairs  on  either  side  of  a  coal  fire. 
The  carpet  on  the  floor  was  bought  cheap  at  second-hand  (like 
the  bills  and  bad  debt-).  In  short,  it  was  the  mahogany  fur- 
iMlure  of  furnished  apartments  which  usually  descend,';  from 
one  occupant  of  chamliers  to  anotlier  during  tiftv  vears  of  ser- 
\:<-('.     \ow  you  know  the  pair  of  antagonists. 

"During  the  first  three  months  of  a  partnership  dissolved 
f')ur  months  later  in  a  bout  of  fisticuffs.  Cerizet  and  Claparon 
!"iught  up  two  thousand  francs"  wortli  of  bills  bearing  Max- 
inie's  signature  (since  Maximo  is  liis  name),  and  filled  a 
c'Uiple  of  letter  files  to  bursting  with  judirments,  appeals,  or- 
li'Ts  of  the  court,  distress-warrant,  application  for  stay  of 
lipoceedings,  and  all  the  ri-st  of  it  ;  to  put  it  bri(^f]y.  they  had 
!  ills  for  three  thous,.nd  two  humlred  francs  odd  centimes,  for 
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whiih  they  hail  given  live  huiulrcd  francs;  tho  transfer  being 
made  uikIct  privali'  .-eal.  with  .-special  power  of  attorney,  to 
save  the  I'xpense  of  regi.-tration.  Now  it  so  iiappeiied  at  thi? 
jiniclurc,  Maxinie,  being  of  ripe  age,  was  seized  with  one  of 
the  fancies  peculiar  to  the  man  of  lifty- " 

"Anlonia  l"  exclaimed  La  I'alfeniie.  "That  Antonia  whose 
fortune  I  made  by  writing  to  ask  for  a  toothbrush  1" 

"Her  real  name  is  Chocardelle,"'  said  Malaga,  not  over  well 
pleased  by  the  fine-sounding  pseudonym. 

"The  same,"  continued  Desroches. 

"It  was  the  only  mistake  Maximo  ever  made  in  his  life. 
But  what  would  you  have,  no  vice  is  ab.-olutely  perfect?"  put 
iu  Bixiou. 

"Maxime  had  still  to  learn  what  sort  <if  a  life  a  nuin  may 
be  led  into  by  a  girl  of  eighteen  when  she  is  minded  to  take 
a  header  from  her  hone>t  garret  into  a  sumptuous  carriage;  it 
is  a  lesson  that  all  state-men  ^h<),ll<l  take  to  heart.  M  this 
time,  de  Marsay  had  just  been  employing  his  friend. our  friemi 
de  Trailles,  in  the  high  cnmedy  of  p<ilities.  :Maxime  ha<l 
looked  high  for  his  c(.ni|ue>ts;  he  had  no  experience  of  un- 
titled women;  and  at  lifty  years  he  fell  that  he  had  a  right  tn 
take  a  bite  of  a  little  so-called  wild  fruit,  much  as  a  sports- 
man will  halt  under  a  peasant's  apple-tree.  So  the  Count 
found  a  reading-room  for  Mile.  Chocardelle.  a  rather  smart 
little  place  to  he  luul  cluMp.  as  usual- "" 

"Pooh!"  said  Nathan.  "She  did  not  stay  in  it  six  month? 
She  was  too  handsome  to  keep  a  reading-room." 

"Perhaps  you  are  the  father  of  her  child?"  suggested  the 
lorette. 

DeLToches  resumed. 

"Since  the  firm  bought  up  .Maxime's  debts,  Cerizet's  like 
ness  to  a  baililT's  olVicer  grew  more  and  more  striking,  an* 
one  morning  after  seven  fruitless  attempts  he  succeeded  ii 
I)enetrating  into  the  Couut"s  presi-nie.  Sux.on.  the  old  man 
servant,  albeit  he  wa-  by  no  mean-  in  his  novitiate,  at  las 
mi.-took  the  visitor  for  a  petitioner,  ediiie  to  propose  a  theu 
sand  crowns  if  Maxinie  would  obtain  a  license  to  sell  postage 
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•imps  for  a  young  lady.  Suzon,  witlimit  the  slightest  sus- 
;  .  ion  of  the  little  soanip,  a   tlioroughlircd   Paris  street-boy 

•An  whom  prudence  had  Leon  nibljed  by  repeated  personal  ex- 
I'  rience  of  the  poliee-eourts.  induced  his  master  to  receive 
iiini.  Can  you  see  the  man  of  l)usin(\<s,  with  an  uneasy  eye, 
n  bald  forehead,  and  scarcely  any  hair  on  his  head,  standing 

;n  his  threadbare  jacket  and  muddy  boots " 

"What  a  picture  of  a  Dun  !"  cried  Lousteau. 

• standing  before  the  Count,  that  imag"  of  flaunting 

n'l)t,  in  his  blue  flannel  dressing-gown,  slippers  worked  by 
-me  Marquise  or  other,  trousers  of  white  woolen  stuff,  and 
a  dazzling  shirt?     There  he  stood,  with  a  gorgeous  cap  on 


black  dyed  hair,  playing  with  the  tassels  at  his  waist- 


)» 


"  "Tis  a  bit  of  genre  for  anybody  who  knows  the  pretty  little 
iimrning  room,  hung  with  silk  and  full  of  valuable  paintings, 
where  Maxime  breakfasts."  said  Xathan.  "You  tread  on  a 
Smyrna  carpot.  you  admire  the  sideboards  filled  with  curiosi- 
:•  >  and  rarities  fit  to  make  a  King  of  Saxony  envious " 

•Now  for  the  scene  itself,"  said  Desroches,  and  the  deep- 
'-'  silence  followed. 

•'  'Monsieur  le  Comte,'  began  Cerizet.  'I  have  come  from  a 
M.  Charles  Claparon,  who  used  to  be  a  banker ' 

"■'Ah!  poor  devil,  and  what  does  he  want  with  me?' 

"  'Well,  he  is  at  present  your  creditor  for  a  matter  of  three 
thousand  two  hundred  francs,  seventy-five  centimes,  princi- 
pal, interest,  and  costs " 

•• 'Coutelier's  business?"  p,it  in  ;Nraxime,  who  knew  his  af- 
fairs as  a  pilot  knows  his  coast. 

•■  'Yes,  Monsieur  le  Comte,'  said  Cerizet  with  a  bow.  'I 
t;.ive  come  to  ask  your  intentions.' 

■'  'I  shall  only  pay  when  the  fancy  takes  me,'  returned 
M.ixime,  and  he  inng  for  Suzon.  'It  was  verv  rash  of  Cla- 
:aron  to  buy  up  bills  of  niir.e  without  speakinir  to  me  before- 
hand. I  am  sorry  for  him.  for  he  did  so  verv  well  for  such  a 
l"!!-:  time  as  a  man  of  straw  for  friends  of  mine.  '  I  alwavs 
viid  that  a  man  must  n>aliy  be  weak  in  his  intellect  to  work 
:'  r  men  that  stuff  themselves  with  millions,  and  to  serve  them 
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po  faithfullv  for  Puch  low  '.vage?.    And  now  horo  ho  pivep  me 

another  proof  of  his  stupidity!    Y.>p.  men  deserve  what  they 

pet.     It  is  vour  own  doin;:  whether  you  p't  a  erown  on  ymir 

forehead  or  a  hullet  through  vour  head;  whether  you  are  a 

millionaire  or  a  porter,  justice  is  ;.    -ays  done  you.     I  eannn) 

help  it,  niv  dear  fellow :  I  myself  an.  not  a  kintr,  I  stick  to  m\ 

principle^'.     I  have  no  pity  "for  those  that  put  me  to  expensf 

or  do  not  know  their  husiness  as  cred     .rs.— Sux.on  !  my  tea 

Do  yon  see  this  pentleman?'  he  continued  when  the  man  eani( 

in.  "  'Well,  vou  have  alhnved  yourself  to  he  taken  in.  poor  oh 

hoy.    This  gentlenum  is  a  creditor:  you  ouizht  to  have  knowi 

him  hy  his  hoots.    No  friend  nor  foe  of  mine,  nor  tho.se  tha 

are  neither  and  want  Pomethin<r  of  me,  come  to  see  mo  on  foot 

— "Mv  dear  M.   Cerizet.  do  you  understand?     You  will  no 

wipe  vour  hoots  on  mv  carpet  apain'  (looking  as  he  spoke  a 

the  nnul  that  whitened  the  .'uemy's  soles),    '(^onvey  my  com 

pliments  and  sympathy  to  Chiparon,  poor  huffcr.  for  I  shal 

fde  this  husiness  under  the  letter  Z.' 

"All  this  with  an  easy  good-humor  fit  to  give  a  virtuou 

citizen  the  colic.  ,  n-  ■    i   • 

"'You  are  wrong,  'Monsieur  le  Comte.'  retorted  (  erizet,  i 
a  slightlv  pcreiuptorv  tone.  'We  will  he  paid  in  full,  and  thf 
in  a  wav  which  vou  "mav  not  like.  That  was  why  I  came  t 
you  first  in  a  friendly  spirit,  as  is  right  and  fit  hetween  gei 

tlemen '  . 

"'Oh!  so  that  is  how  you  understand  it?'  hegan  Maxim 
enraged  hv  this  last  piece  of  presumption.  There  was  som 
thing  of  Tallevrand's  wit  in  the  insolent  retort,  if  you  ha^ 
quite  grasped  "the  contrast  hetween  the  two  men  and  the 
costumes,  ^^a^•ime  scowIchI  and  looked  full  at  the  intrude 
Cerizet  not  niendy  endured  the  glare  of  cold  fury,  hut  ev( 
returned  it.  with  an  icy.  cat-like  malignance  and  fixity  of  gaz 

"  'Verv  good,  sir.  go  out ' 

"'Verv  well,  good-day.  Monsieur  le  Comte.    Wo  shall 
quits  hcfore  six  mon*^hs  are  out.' 

"  'Tf  vou  can  steal  the  amount  of  your  hill,  which  is  legal 
due  I  own.  I  shall  be  indebted  to  you,,  sir,'  replied  Maxin 
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'Vou  will  have  taught  me  a  new  precaution  to  take.  I  am  very 
much  your  servant." 

"  'Monsieur  le  Comte,'  said  Cerizet,  'it  is  1,  on  the  con- 
trary, who  am  yours.' 

"Here  was  an  explicit,  forcible,  confident  declaration  on 
I  iiher  side.  A  couple  of  tigers  confabulating,  with  the  prey 
In  fore  them,  and  a  fight  iniju'nding,  would  have  l)een  no  finer 
and  no  shrewder  than  this  pair;  the  insolent  fine  gentleman 
.;-  great  a  blackguard  as  the  other  in  his  soiled  and  mud- 
^lained  clothes. 

"Which  will  you  lay  your  money  on?"  asked  Desroches, 
looking  round  at  an  audience,  surpri.-^ed  to  find  how  deeply  it 
was  interested. 

■'A  pretty  story !"  cried  Malaga.  "My  dear  boy,  go  on,  I 
beg  of  you.    This  goes  to  one's  heart." 

■'Xothing  commonplace  could  hf.ppen  between  two  fighting- 
(Mcks  of  that  calibre,"  added  Ija  Palferine. 

"Pooh  I"'  cried  Malaga,  "I  will  wager  my  cabinet-maker's 
invoice  (the  fellow  is  dunning  me)  that  the  little  toad  was 
too  many  for  Maxime." 

"I  bet  on  Ma.xime,"  said  Cardot.  "Xobody  ever  caught 
hini  napping.'' 

Desroches  drank  off  a  glass  that  Malaga  handed  to  him. 

"Mile.  Chocardclle's  reading-room,"  he  continued,  after  a 
pause,  "was  in  the  Kue  CVxiuenard.  just  a  step  or  two  from 
tiie  Rue  Piga'le  where  Maxime  was  living.  The  said  Mile. 
(  liocardelle  lived  at  the  back  on  tlie  garden  siilc  of  tlic  house, 
!i  vond  a  big,  dark  place  where  the  books  were  kept.  Antonia 
!rlt  her  aunt  to  look  after  the  business " 

"Had  slie  an  aunt  even  then?"  exclaimed  Malaga.  '"Hang 
n  all,  Maxime  did  things  handsomely." 

"Alas!  it  was  a  real  aunt,"  said  Desroches;  "her  name  was 
—  let  me  see " 

"Ida  Bonamy,"  said  Bixiou. 

".So  as  Antonia's  aunt  took  a  good  deal  of  the  work  off  her 
i;:i!ids,  she  went  to  bed  late  and  lay  late  of  a  morning,  never 
slmwing  her  face  at  the  desk  until  the  afternoon,  some  time 
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between  two  and  fuur.  From  the  vury  fir.-^t  Ikt  ui)pearanc. 
was  enou<;h  lo  draw  tii^loni,  Several  elderly  men  in  the  quar 
ter  used  to  come,  amoiij:  tlieiii  a  retired  coaeh-builder,  oik 
Croizeau.  Uehnldin;:  this  miraele  of  female  lovelinesi 
through  the  window-panes,  he  took  it  into  his  head  to  rea< 
the  newspapers  in  the  beauty"s  reading-room;  and  a  sometiim 
custom-house  ollieer.  named  Denisart.  with  a  ribbon  in  hi 
button-hole,  followed  the  exami)]c.  Croizeau  chose  to  lool 
upon  Denisart  as  a  rival.  'Mosd  iir.'  he  said  afterwards,  ' 
did  not  know  what  to  buy   for  you  I' 

"That  speech  should  give  you  an  idea  of  the  man.  Th 
Sieur  Croizeau  happens  to  belong  to  a  particular  class  of  oL 
man  which  .■^hoidd  be  known  as  "('(xiuenlv"  since  Henri  Mnii 
nicr's  time;  so  well  did  Monnier  render  the  piping  voice,  th 
little  mannerisms,  little  (pieue,  little  sprinkling  of  powdoi 
little  movements  of  the  head,  prim  little  manner,  and  trippin 
gait  in  the  jiart  of  Coquerel  in  La  Famillr  Imiiroiisfc.  Thi 
Croizeau  used  to  hand  over  his  halfpence  with  a  ilourish  and 
'There,  fair  lady !' 

"Mme.  Ida  Bonamy  the  aunt  was  not  long  in  finding  oi 
through  the  servant  that  Croizeau.  by  popular  report  of  tt 
neighborhood  of  the  Hue  de  B\ifTault.  where  he  lived,  was 
man  of  exceeding  stinginess,  possessed  of  forty  thousan 
francs  per  annum.  A  wei'k  after  the  instalment  of  the  chani 
ing  librarian  he  was  delivered  of  a  pun: 

"'You  lend  me  books  (//crc.v),  but  1  give  you  plenty  ( 
francs  in  return,"  said  he. 

"A  few  days  later  he  put  on  a  knowing  little  air,  as  niu( 
as  to  say,  'I  know  you  arc  engaged,  but  my  turn  will  come  oi 
day;  I  am  a  widower.' 

"He  always  came  arrayed  in  fine  linen,  a  cornflower  bh 
coat,  a  paduasoy  waistcoat,  black  trousers,  and  black  ribbi 
bows  on  the  double  .'-oled  shoes  that  creaked  like  an  abbe's; 
always  held  a  fourteen  franc  silk  hat  in  his  hand. 

"'I  am  old  and  I  have  no  children,"  he  took  occasion 
confide  to  the  young  lady  some  few  days  after  Cerizet's  visit 
Maxime.    '1  hold  mv  relations  in  horror.    They  are  peasar 
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'  Tt,  to  work  in  the  fields.  Just  iniMLriin'  it.  I  canio  up  from 
;  if  rountry  with  six  fraiio  in  my  ])n(  kct.  iinil  iiiadt'  niy  for- 
■  me  here.  I  tun  not  pruml.  A  pn'tiy  woman  is  my  (>(iual. 
\nw  wnuM  it  not  l)r  inccr  to  liv  Mnir.  Croix.iau  for  some  yeara 
t  •  come  than  to  do  a  Count's  plea>ure  for  a  twelveinontli  ?  He 
'Aill  tro  oil  and  leave  you  ?om<'  time  or  other;  and  when  that 
i|.i\  eomes.  you  will  think  of  me  .  .  .  your  servant,  my 
!  ntty  lady!' 

"All  this  was  sinunorinfr  below  the  snrface.  The  slij^htest 
•i|iiiiach  at  love-i.iakm;,'  wa>  ma<le  (piite  on  tiie  sly.  Not  a 
-  ul  snspeeted  that  the  trim  little  old  i'ojry  was  >-mitten  with 
.\iitf)nia;  and  so  prudent  was  ilie  elderly  lover,  that  no  rival 
u'lild  have  <iues.sed  anythin;^^  from  his  behavior  in  the  readinir- 
T'liim.  For  a  eouple  of  months  Croizeau  watched  the  retired 
Mi>tom-hou?e  ollieial;  but  before  the  tliird  month  was  out  he 
1;  id  good  rea.son  to  believe  that  his  suspicions  were  ,:,'roundles8. 
Ill  exerted  his  ingenuity  to  scrape  an  accpuiintanee  with  De- 
nisart.  came  up  with  him  in  the  street,  and  at  length  seizpd  his 
iiiportunity  to  remark,  'It  is  a  tine  day,  sir!' 

"Whereupon  the  retired  ofTicial  responded  with.  'Austerlitz 
'.v.  ather,  sir.  I  was  there  myself — I  was  wounded  indeed.  I 
'.von  my  Cross  on  that  glorious  day.' 

"And  so  from  one  thing  to  another  the  two  drifted  wrecks 
if  the  Empire  struck  up  an  acquaintance.  Little  Croizeau 
\vas  attached  to  the  Empire  through  his  connection  with  Xa- 
ji'ileon's  sisters.  He  had  been  their  coach-builder,  and  had 
frequently  dunned  them  for  money;  so  he  gave  out  that  he 
'!i;id  had  relations  with  tlie  Imperial  family.'  Ma.xinie,  duly 
iriformed  by  Antonia  of  the  'nice  old  man's'  proposals  (for  so 
'iie  aunt  called  Croizeau),  wished  to  see  him.  Cerizet's  de- 
I  laration  of  war  had  so  far  taken  etTect  that  he  of  the  yellow 
kid  gloves  was  studying  the  position  of  every  piece,  however 
iii-^ignificant,  upon  the  !)oard ;  and  it  so  happened  that  at 
the  mention  of  that  "nice  old  man,'  ai;  ominous  tinkling 
s'umded  in  his  ears.  One  evening,  therefore,  Maxime  seated 
himself  among  the  book-shelves  in  the  dimly  lighted  back 
room,  reconnoitred  the  seven  or  eight  customers  through  the 


^1 


li 


MbI^ 


204 


A  MAN  or   lUSIXI'SS 


/r 


,,.^..,^.^. 

■ 

1 

iif . 

1 

chink  licturrii  ilic  ^ini'ii  <iiiiiiiii».  and  tnnk  the  littlo  ooafh- 
Itnililcr'.-  iiii'ii-iirc.  lie  t:fui;:('i!  tlic  mnn's  infatnation.  aii'l 
Wiis  wry  Will  sati>fi<Ml  to  (iml  that  tlic  varni.-iicil  iloors  rif  a 
toloralilv  MiniiituiHi.-.  future  ucic  rrady  to  turn  at  a  wor<l 
from  Antonia  ^o  soon  as  liis  own  fancy  had  passed  off. 

"'And  tluit  otiicr  one  yonder!'"  asked  lie.  pointinj;  out  tli'' 
stout  fine-lookinjr  elderly  man  with  tlic  Cross  of  tho  IjOgim; 
of  Honor.     'Who  is  he?" 

" '.\   retired   eustoin-honse  otViccr.' 

'''The  cut  of  his  countenance  is  not  reassuring,'  said  Max- 
ime.  lielioldinL'  the  Sieur  Denisart. 

"And  ind((d  the  old  soldier  held  himself  upright  as  a 
steeple.  ]]'[<  hi'ad  was  remarkalde  for  the  amount  of  powder 
and  jioniatum  l)estoweil  upon  it;  lie  looked  almost  like  a  pos- 
tilion at  a  faiuy  hall,  rnderneath  that  felted  coveriiii:. 
moulded  to  the  to]i  of  tlie  wearer's  cranium,  appeared  an  eld- 
erly pro[i!(\  half-ollicial,  half-soldierly,  with  a  comical  ad- 
mi.xture  of  arrogance, — altogether  something  like  caricatures 
of  the  ('iiiistilutuinni'l.  The  sometime  oflicial  finding  that 
ago,  and  hair-powder,  and  the  conformation  of  his  spine  made 
it  impo.ssiblo  to  read  a  word  without  spectacle-;,  sat  dis- 
playing a  very  creditable  expanse  of  chest  with  all  the  prido 
of  an  old  man  witl;  a  mistress.  Like  old  General  Montcornet, 
that  pillar  of  t!ie  Vaudeville,  he  wore  earrings.  Denisart  was 
partial  to  blue :  his  roomy  trousers  and  well-worn  greatcoat 
were  both  of  blue  cloth. 

"'How  long  is  it  since  that  old  fogy  came  here?'  inquired 
Ma.xime,  thinking  that  he  saw  danger  in  the  spectacles. 

'"Oh.  from  the  beginning,'  returned  Antonia,  'pretty 
nearly  two  months  ago  now.' 

"'Good,'  said  !^[ax;:lle  to  himself.  Teri/^et  only  came  to  me 
a  month  ago. — Just  get  him  to  talk,'  he  added  in  Antonia's 
ear;  'I  want  to  hear  his  voice.' 

"  'Pshaw,'  said  she,  'that  is  not  so  easy.  lie  never  says  a 
word  to  me.' 

"'Then  why  does  he  come  here?'  demanded  Ma.xime. 

"'For  a  queer  reason.'  returned  the  fair  Antonia.  'In  the 
first  place,  although  he  is  sixty-nine,  he  has  a  fancy:  and  be- 
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cause  he  is  sixty-uiiu',  lu*  is  as  inctliodical  as  a  clock  face. 
liver)'  day  at  five  o'cluck  tiio  oM  geiillciiian  goos  to  diiic  with 
/.  r  in  the  Ruo  du  la  Victuiir.  (1  am  sorry  for  her.)  'I'luii 
,ii  six  o'ck)ck,  he  comes  here,  reads  steadily  at  tiie  papers  for 
;■  mr  hours,  and  j;<ie,-  haik  at  ten  o'clock.  Daddy  Croizeaii  .<ays 
:iiat  he  knows  M.  Dcni.-art's  motives.  an<l  approves  his  con- 
iuct;  and  in  his  place,  lie  would  do  the  same.  So  I  know 
.  \iictly  what  to  e.\|)e(t.  If  ever  1  am  Mme.  Croizeau,  I  shall 
tiiive  four  hours  to  myself  between  si.x  and  ten  o'clock." 

"Maxime  looked  through  the  directory,  and  found  the  fol- 
lovsinjj  reassuring  item: 

"  Denis.\ut,*  retired  cuptom-house  officer,  Rue  de  la  Victoire. 

'"His  uneasiness  vanished. 

"Gradually  tlie  Sieur  Denisart  and  the  Sieur  Croizeau  be- 
LMU  to  exchange  confiilences.  Xothiti<r  so  l)iiids  two  men  to- 
L'l'ther  as  a  similarity  of  views  in  the  matter  of  womankind. 
Kaddy  Croizeau  went  to  dine  with  'M.  Denisart 's  fair  lady,' 
:!-  he  called  her.  And  here  1  must  make  a  somewhat  impor- 
tant observation. 

'"The  reading-room  had  been  })aid  for  half  in  cash,  half  in 
hills  signed  by  the  said  Mile.  ChocardelK-.  The  (jiiart  d'heure 
•  If  lialtclnis  arrived;  the  Count  had  no  money.  So  the  first 
'■'\U  of  three  thousand-franc  bills  was  met  t)y  the  ainialile 
I  uach-l)uilder;  that  old  scoundrel  Denisart  having  recom- 
[iK-nded  him  to  secure  hiin  .If  with  a  mortgage  on  the  reading- 
room. 

"  'For  my  own  part.'  said  Denisart,  'T  have  seen  pretty 
I'.oings  from  pretty  women.  So,  in  all  ca"<'s.  even  when  I 
iiave  lost  my  head,  I  am  always  on  my  guard  with  a  woman. 
There  is  this  creature,  for  instance:  1  am  madly  in  love  with 
!ht;  but  this  is  not  her  furniture:  no,  it  belongs  to  me.  The 
'  use  is  taken  out  in  my  name.' 

"You  know  Maxime  I  He  thought  the  coacli-builder  un- 
'inimonly  green.  Croizeau  miidit  nay  all  three  hills,  and  get 
nothing  for  a  long  while;  for  Maxime  felt  more  infatuated 
A  ith  Antoiiia  than  ever." 
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"I  can  well  believe  it,"  fcaid  La  I'alforine.  "She  is  the 
bella  Imiicria  of  our  (hiy,"' 

"With  her  rougli  bkiii !"  exclaimed  Malaga;  "so  rough,  that 
she  ruins  herreif  in  hrau  Imth.-I" 

''Croizeau  spoke  with  a  coach-buihlerV  admiration  of  the 
BuniptiiDUs  furniture  provided  hv  the  amorous  Denisart  as  ii 
setting  for  his  fair  one.  desirihing  it  all  m  detail  witii  dia- 
holieai  eoniphiceiii'y  for  Aiiloiiia's  liciiclii,"  continued  Des- 
roehes.  "'I'lif  chony  clii'.-t.s  inlaid  with  mi)t!i('r-of-|)earl  ami 
gold  wire,  the  Hru>sels  carpets,  a  mcdiieval  bedstead  worth 
three  thousand  fraiio.  a  Hoiilc  eIo(  k.  caiulclahra  in  the  four 
corners  of  the  diniiig-rouni,  silk  curtains,  on  which  Chinese 
patience  had  wrought  pictures  of  hirds,  and  hangings  over 
the  doors,  worth  inoic  than  the  portress  that  opened  them. 

"  'And  that  is  what  ymt  ought  to  have,  my  pretty  lady. — 
And  that  is  what  I  shouid  like  to  oifer  you,'  he  would  con- 
clude. *I  am  ijuite  aware  that  you  scarcely  care  a  hit  ahout 
me;  hut,  at  my  age,  we  iannf>t  e.xpect  too  much.  .Judge  how 
much  1  love  you;  I  have  lent  you  a  thou>and  francs.  I  must 
confess  that,  in  all  my  born  days,  I  have  not  lent  anybody  that 
much ' 

"He  held  out  his  penny  as  he  spoke,  with  the  important  air 
of  a  man  that  gives  a  learned  demonstration. 

''That  evening  at  the  Varietes.  Antonia  spoke  to  the  Count. 

"'A  reading-room  is  very  dull,  all  the  same,'  said  she:  "1 
feel  that  I  have  no  sort  of  taste  for  that  kind  of  life,  and  I 
see  no  future  in  it.  It  is  only  tit  for  a  widow  that  wishes  to 
keep  body  and  soul  together,  or  for  some  hideously  ugly  thing 
that  fancies  she  can  catch  a  husband  with  a  little  finery.' 

"'It  was  your  own  choice."  returned  the  Count.  Just  nt 
that  moment,  in  ca  mc  Xucingen.  of  whom  Maxime,  king  of 
lions  (the  'yellow  kid  gloves'  were  the  lions  of  that  day)  had 
w-on  three  lliiuisaiid  francs  the  evening  before.  Xucingen 
had  eonu'  to  ])ay  liis  gaming  debt. 

"  'Ein  writ  of  attachment  haf  shoost  peen  served  on  me  bv 
der  order  of  dot  teufel  Glabaron,'  he  said,  seeing  Ma.\ime'? 
astonishment. 
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"'Oh,  so  that  is  how  tUoy  are  poinj;  to  work,  is  it?"  cri.d 
.Mii.\iiiit>.    'They  are  not  up  to  much,  that  pair ' 

"•It  iiiak.s  not,"  huiil  the  hanker,  'hay  dem,  for  (lev  may 
aj'ply  flemselfj!  to  oders  pe^ides.  uiul  do  you  harm.     I  dake 

■  li-s  bretty  voinaii  to  vitness  (h)t  I  haf  baid  vou  dees  morning,'. 

■  "i)H  pe^jre  dal  writ  vas  serfe<].' " 

-gueeii  of  tlic  h..ard,s"  sniile.i  I,a  Palferine.  looking  at 
Mahi<ra,  "tliou  art  abuut  to  h)a'  thv  bet." 

"Once,  a  hmg  time  a,i,'o,  in  a  simdar  ease,"  resume(l  De.-^- 
nichef.  "a  to(.  honest  (hLtop  todk  fri^rht  at  the  idea  of  a  solemn 
iie(hiratioii  in  a  curt  of  law,  and  deeline<|  to  pav  Maxim.- 
..iter  noti<c  was;  given.  Tiuit  time  wo  made  it  hot  for  the 
'  reditor  by  piling  .,n  writ.s  of  attaehment,  8o  as  to  absorb  the 
uhiilc  amount  in  costs " 

"Oil,  what  is  that?"  cried  Malaga:  "it  all  sounds  like  gib- 
i"  rish  to  me.  As  you  thought  the  sturgeon  i^o  excellent  at 
'liniier.  let  me  take  out  the  value  i!  the  sauce  in  les.sons  in 
1  liicanery." 

"Very  well,"  said  Desroches.  "Suppose  that  a  man  owes 
•..lu  money,  and  your  ereditors  serve  a  writ  of  attachment  upon 
liim ;  there  is  nothing  to  prevent  all  your  other  credit^-  'rom 
'I'ling  the  same  thing.    And  now  what  does  the  court  hen 

ill  the  creditors  make  application  for  orders  to  pay.  The 
•uurt  divides  the  whole  sum  attached,  proportionately  among 
innn  all.  That  division,  made  under  the  eye  of  a  magistrate. 
i>  what  we  call  a  cunlrihution.  If  you  owe  ten  thousand 
francs,  and  your  creditors  issue  writs  of  attachment  on  a  debt 
'iue  to  you  of  a  thousand  francs,  each  one  of  them  gets  so 
inuch  per  cent,  'so  much  in  the  pound,'  in  legal  phrase;  sf. 
much  (that  means)  in  proportion  to  the  amounts  .severally 
'  iaimed  by  the  creditors.  But— the  creditors  cannot  touch  the 
money  without  a  special  order  from  tue  clerk  of  the  court.  Do 
vou  guess  what  all  this  work  drawn  up  bv  a  judge  and  pre- 
lared  by  attorneys  must  mean?  It  means  a  quantitv  of 
tamped  paper  full  of  difTu.^e  lines  and  hlank.s.  the  n<,nires 
..'most  lost  in  vast  spaces  of  completely  emptv  ruled  columns. 
Tlie  first  proceeding  is  to  deduct  the  costs.    Now,  as  the  coste 
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lire  prcrisi'ly  the  suiiir  wIkiIut  tho  amount  attnchtMi  ig  on*; 
thmisand  or  on.'  million  francs,  it  is  not  (iitlicult  to  cat  up 
thrt'c  tliousaiKl  frnncs  (for  iristancf)  in  costs,  especially  if 
vou  ciiti  in!inii;:c  to  raise  countiT  applications."' 

"Aiul  an  attorney  ahvay-  i!iana;.'es  to  do  it."  saiil  ("anlot, 
"How  inanv  a  time  one  of  you  has  (onie  to  me  >vitli,  'What  i- 
then-  lo  l)e  ^'ot  out  of  tlie  caM-?'" 

"It  is  particularly  ea-y  ':o  mana^'o  it  if  the  riobtor  epjjs  ynii 
on  to  run  up  costs  till  they  cat  up  the  amount.  And.  as  i 
rule,  tlie  Count's  creditors  took  nothinj;  liy  tiiat  move,  ant 
were  out  of  pocket  in  l.iw  and  personal  expenses'.  To  H'" 
nionev  out  of  so  exp<'rienced  a  debtor  as  the  Count,  a  eredit'>i 
should  reallv  he  in  a  position  uncommonly  ditlicult  to  reach 
it  is  a  (piestion  of  heiiij:  creditor  and  debtor  both,  for  then  yoi 
are  !e!.'altv  entitled  to  work  the  confusion  of  rights,  in  lav 

Ian;.'!'  i<:e " 

"T<«  the  confusion  of  the  debtor?"  asked  M'llaga.  lendini 
an  attentive  ear  to  this  dix'oiirse. 

"N'o.  tlie  confusion  of  rij.'tit<  of  debtor  and  cr-ditor.  and  pa 
yourself  throu.;:h  your  own  hands.  So  Clapaion's  innoceiii 
in  nicrelv  issuing  writs  of  attachment  eased  the  Count's  mim 
As  lie  came  back  from  the  Varietes  with  .\ntonia.  he  w,i 
so  much  the  more  taken  with  the  id^a  of  sellii'u'  the  readini; 
room  to  i>av  off  the  la-t  two  thousand  francs  of  the  juirchast 
moiiev.  because  he  did  not  can>  to  have  his  naiie  made  publi 
as  a  [lartner  in  such  a  ronrern.  So  ho  adopted  Vntonia'a  phii 
Antonia  wishei^  to  reach  the  lii,<rber  ranks  of  her  calling,  wit 
splendid  rooms,  u  maid,  and  a  c.irriago;  in  short,  she  wante 
to  rival  our  charming  hostess,  for  instance— — " 

"She  was  Tiot  W(>man  enough  for  that."  cried  the  fanioi 
beauty  of  tlie  Circus;  "still,  she  ruined  your.g  d'Esgrigm 
verv  neatly." 

"Ten  davs  afterwards,  little  Croizoau.  percl'ed  on  his  dij 
nity.  said  almost  exactly  the  same  thing,  for  the  fair  Antoniii 
benefit."  eonlimied  Desrochos. 

"'Child.'  said  he.  'your  readini--room  is  a  hnh  of  a  plac 
You  will  lose  your  complexion;  the  gas  will  ruin  your  ey 
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i;.'ht.  You  oupht  to  conic  out  of  it  ;  a  nl,  huik  licrr.  let  ih  take 
Ivanta^*'  of  an  opporttinif \  I  liavi'  found  a  \unni:  Imlv  (<<r 
"II  that  ask-H  no  hrtttr  than  to  hiiy  your  r<'a(lin<.'-rnoiii  Sh"  i-; 
.1  ruinfd  woman  with  nothing:  hcfon-  licr  hut  a  i)luii(.'»'  into 
the  river;  but  sh«>  has  four  thousainl  '"ratKs  in  ca^li.  and  the 
I'  -t  thinp  to  do  is  to  turn  tlii'tn  to  aciount,  so  as  to  feed  and 
idiicato  a  roupK*  of  chihin-n. 

"  'Very  well.  It  is  kind  of  you.  Daddy  Croizcau.'  said  An- 
I'lnia. 

"'Oh,  I  shall  ho  much  kinder  before  I  have  done.  .lust 
iiia^'inp  it,  j)oor  M.  Dcnisart  tias  Ix'en  worried  into  the  jaun- 
li'el  Yes,  it  has  gone  to  the  liver,  as  it  usually  does  with 
-isceptible  old  men.  It  is  n  pity  he  feels  thing's  so.  I  told 
liim  so  myself;  I  said,  "Be  passionate,  there  is  no  harm  in 
Miat.  but  as  for  takiiijr  thinj^'s  to  heart— draw  the  line  at  that ! 
It   is  the  way  to  kill  your.-elf."— Really,   I   would   not  have 

•  Ajiected  him  to  take  on  so  about  it;  a'  man  tiiat  ha^  sense 
<nnufrh  and  e.xperienee  enough  to  keoj)  away  as  he  does  while 
li"  digests  his  di'      -  — ' 

'"But  what  is  ti     matter?'  inquired  Mile,  rhoeardollo. 

"  'That  little  baggage  with  whom  I  dined  has  oleared  out 
;ind  left  him:     .  .     Yes.     (iave  him  the  slip  without  any 

warning  but  a  letter,  in  which  the  spelling  was  all  to  seek.' 

"  'There,  D  Idy  Croizeau,  you  see  what  comes  of  boring  a 
woman ' 

"  'It  is  indeed  a  lesson,  my  pretty  lady,'  said  the  guileful 

•  roizeau.  'Meanwhile,  I  have  never  seen  a  man  in  such  a 
>! ate.  Our  friend  Denisart  cannot  tell  his  left  hand  from 
i::s  right ;  he  will  not  go  back  to  look  at  the  "scene  of  liis  hap- 
I mess,"  as  he  calls  it.  He  has  so  thoroughly  lost  liis  wits,  that 
!-■  proposes  that  I  should  buy  all  IIorten.«e's  furniture  (Hor- 
Mise  was  her  name)  for  four  thousand  francs.' 

"  'A  pretty  name,'  said  Antonia. 

"  'Yes.  Napoleon's  stepdaughter  was  called  Ilortense.  I 
liiiilt  carriages  for  her,  as  you  know.' 

'"Very  well,  I  will  see.'  said  cunning  Antonia;  'begin  by 
El  tiding  this  young  woman  to  me.' 


¥     ' 


A  MAN  OF  BUSINESS 


it 


'■* 


"Antonia  hurried  off  to  see  tho  furniture,  and  camo  back- 
fascinated.  She  brought  Maxime  under  the  spell  of  anti- 
quarian enthusiasm.  That  very  evening  the  Count  agreed  In 
the  sale  of  the  reading-room.  The  establishment,  you  see, 
nominally  belonged  to  Mile.  Choeardelle.  Maxime  hurst  out 
laughing  at  the  idea  of  little  Croizeau's  finding  him  a  buyer. 
The  firm  of  Maxime  and  Choeardelle  was  losing  two  thou.sind 
francs,  it  is  true,  but  what  was  the  loss  compared  with  I'oiir 
glorious  thousand-franc  notes  in  hand?  'F'our  thousand 
francs  of  live  coin  ! — there  are  moments  in  one's  life  when  ono 
would  sign  bills  for  eight  thousand  to  get  them/  as  the  Count 
said  to  me. 

"Two  days  later  the  Count  must  see  the  furniture  himself, 
and  took  the  four  thousand  francs  upon  hiu).  The  sale  had 
been  arranged  ;  thanks  to  little  Croizeau  s  diligence,  he  pushifl 
matters  on  ;  he  had  'come  round'  the  widow,  as  he  expresrcd 
it.  It  was  Maxime's  intention  to  have  all  the  furniture  re- 
moved at  once  to  a  lodging  in  a  new  house  in  the  Rue  Tron- 
chet,  taken  m  the  name  of  Mme.  Ida  Bonamy ;  he  did  not 
t  "ouble  himself  much  about  the  nice  old  man  that  was  aboiit 
to  lose  his  thousand  francs.  But  he  had  sent  beforehand  for 
several  big  furniture  vans. 

"Once  again  he  was  fascinated  by  tho  beautiful  furniture 
which  a  wlinle.sale  dealer  would  have  valued  at  six  thousand 
francs.  By  the  fireside  sat  th"  wretched  owner,  yellow  willi 
jaundice,  his  head  tied  up  in  a  couple  of  printed  handker- 
chiefs, and  a  cotton  nighl-cap  on  the  top  of  them:  he  wa- 
huddled  up  in  wrappings  like  a  chandelier,  exhausted,  unabl  ■ 
to  speak,  and  altogether  so  knocked  t..  jueces  that  the  Count 
was  obliged  to  transact  his  business  with  tlie  man-servant. 
When  he  had  jtaid  down  the  four  thousand  francs,  and  tli'' 
servant  had  taken  the  money  to  his  master  for  a  receipt.  Max- 
ime turned  to  tell  tlie  man  to  call  up  the  vans  to  the  door:  Itui 
even  as  he  spoke,  a  voice  like  a  rattle  .sounded  in  his  ears. 

"  'It  is  not  worth  while.  Monsieur  le  Comte.  You  and  I  are 
(juits;  I  have  six  hundred  and  thirty  francs  fifteen  centime:^ 
to  Kive  vou  !' 
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'•To  his  utter  consternation,  lie  saw  Cerizet,  enier-ed  from 
Ins  wrappinjrs  like  a  butterily  from  the  eiirvsalis,  holding  out 
the  accursed  bundle  of  documents. 

•••\\hen  I  was  down  on  my  luek,  I  learned  to  act  on  the 
-lape."  added  (Vrizet.     'I  am  a.-  good  as  li^ulle  at  old  men.' 

'"I  have  fallen  among  thieves!'  shouted  Maxinie. 

"'Xo,  Monsieur  le  I'omte,  you  are  in  Mile,  llortonse's 
liouse.  She  is  a  friend  of  old  Lord  Dudley's;  he  keeps  her 
hidden  away  here;  Imt  she  has  the  bad  taste  to  like  your  hum- 
iile  servant." 

•"If  I'ver  I  longed  to  kill  a  man,'  so  the  Count  told  me 
:!f!erwards,  'it  was  at  that  moment;  but  what  could  one  do? 
llortense  showed  her  pretty  face,  one  had  to  laugh.  To  keep 
my  dignity,  I  flung  her  the  si.x  hundred  francs.  "'There's  for 
ihf  girl,"  said  I.'  " 

"That  is  .Alaxime  all  over!"  cried  La  I'alferine. 

"More  espeeially  as  it  was  little  Croizeau's  money,"  added 
<'ar(lot  the  profound. 

"Ma.xime  scored  a  triumph,"  continued  Desroehes.  "for 
llortense  exclaimed.  'Oh!  if  I  had  onlv  known  that  it  was 
VdU  !"  "' 

"A  pretty^^'con fusion'  indeed!"  put  in  Malaga.  "You  have 
Inst,  milord,"  she  added,  turning  to  the  notary. 

And  in  this  way  the  cabinetmaker,  to  whom"  Malaga  owed  a 
hundred  crowns,  was  paid. 

I'ARis.  1845. 
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GAUDISSART  II. 

To  Madame  la  Princesse  Cristina  de  Bdgiojoso,  iJe 
Trivulzio. 


To  know  how  to  sell,  to  bo  able  to  sol!,  and  to  -^ell.  People 
iri'iierally  do  not  suspect  how  much  of  the  ^tatclincss  of  Paris 
!-  due  to  these  three  aspects  of  the  same  problem.  The  lirill- 
laiit  display  of  shops  as  rich  as  the  salons  of  the  noblesse 
iiofore  1789;  the  splendors  of  cafes  which  eclipse,  and  easily 
"lipse.  the  ViTsailles  of  our  day;  the  shop-window  illu.-ioris, 
!iew  every  nioi  ninfj,  nif,ditly  destroyed  :  the  ^^race  and  elegance 
ef  the  younp  men  that  come  in  contact  with  fair  customers; 
:lie  pi(juant  fiices  and  costumes  of  youii;j:  damsels,  who  cannot 
fail  to  attract  the  masculine  customer;  and  (and  this  espe- 
cially of  late)  the  length,  the  vast  spaces,  the  Babylonish 
'uNury  of  galleries  where  shopkeeper-  acquire  a  mniiopolv  of 
the  trade  in  \arious  articles  by  bringing  tln'in  all  together, — 
all  this  is  as  nothing.  Everything,  so  far,  ha-  been  (hmo  to 
appeal  to  a  single  sense,  and  that  the  most  exacting  and  jaded 
hunuin  faculty,  a  faculty  developed  ever  since  the  davs  of  the 
iloman  Empi  -c,  until,  in  (  ir  own  times,  thanks  to  the  efforts 
"f  the  most  fastidious  civilization  the  world  has  yet  seen,  its 
'iemands  are  grown  limitless.  That  faculty  resides  in  the 
"eyes  of  Paris:." 

Those  eyes  require  illuminations  costing  a  hundred  thou- 
sand francs,  fnd  Tnany-colored  glass  palaces  a  couple  of  mile< 
lung  and  sixtv  feet  high;  they  must  have  a  fairyland  at  some 
fourteen  tht  a"res  every  night,  and  a  .-lU'cession  of  panoramas 
an<l  exhibitirns  of  the  triumphs  of  art;  for  them  a  whole 
world  of  suffering  and  pain,  and  a  universe  of  jov.  mu-t  re- 
V  (Ive  through  the  boulevards  or  stray  through  the  streets  of 
Paris;  for  them  encyclopa>dias  of  carnival   frijipery  and   a 
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gcorc  of  illu?tratc(1  hooks  arc  brouj^lit  out  overy  year,  to  ?ay 
nothing  of  caricatun-s  by  the  hundred,  and  vignettes,  litho- 
gra{)hs,  and  print.-  by  the  thousand.  To  please  those  eyes, 
fifteen  thou>and  frane.^"  worth  of  gas  must  bh)ze  every  night; 
and,  to  conclude,  for  tlieir  deleotaiion  the  great  city  yearly 
spends  several  millions  of  francs  in  opening  up  views  and 
])Ianting  trees.  And  ivcn  yet  this  is  as  nothing — it  is  otily 
the  material  side  of  the  (piestion  ;  in  truth,  a  mere  trifle  com- 
pared witii  t!ie  cxiH'nditure  of  brain  power  on  the  shifts. 
worthy  of  Molicre,  invented  l)y  some  si.xty  thousand  assistants 
and  forty  thousand  damsels  of  the  counter,  who  fasten  upon 
the  customer's  purse,  mnch  as  myriads  of  Seine  whitebait  fall 
upon  r  chance  crust  floating  down  the  river. 

Gauclissart  in  the  mart  is  at  least  the  equal  of  his  illustrious 
namesake,  now  liecome  the  typical  commercial  traveler.  Take 
him  awav  from  his  shop  and  his  line  of  bu.'inoss.  he  is  like  a 
collapsed  balloon;  oidy  among  his  bales  of  merchandise  do 
his  faculties  return,  much  as  an  actor  is  sublime  ^'v  upon 
the  hoards.  A  French  shopman  is  better  educated  iiian  his 
fellows  in  other  European  countries;  he  can  at  neeu  talk  as- 
phalt, Ral  Mahille,  polkas,  literature,  illustrated  books,  rail- 
ways, politics,  parliament,  and  revolution;  transplant 
him,  take  away  his  stage,  his  yard.=;tick,  his  artificial 
graces:  he  is  foolish  beyond  belief;  but  on  his  own  boards,  on 
the  tignt-ro])e  of  the  counter,  as  he  displays  a  shawl  with  a 
speech  at  his  tongue's  end,  and  his  eye  on  his  customer,  ho 
puts  the  great  Talleyrand  into  the  shade:  he  has  more  wit 
than  a  Desaugiers.  more  wiles  than  Cleopatra;  he  is  a  match 
for  a  Monrose  and  a  Molicre  to  boot.  Talleyrand  in  his  own 
house  would  have  outwitted  (wiudissart,  but  in  the  shop  the 
parts  would  have  been  reversed. 

An   incident  will   illustrate  the  paradox. 

Two  charming  duchesses  were  chatting  with  the  above-men- 
tioned great  diplrmatist.  The  ladies  wished  for  a  bracelet; 
they  were  waiting  for  the  arrival  of  a  man  from  a  great  Pa- 
risian jeweler.  A  liaudissart  accordingly  appeared  with  three 
bracelets  of  marvelous  workmanship.     The  great  ladies  hesi- 
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lilted.  Choice  is  a  ineiit;il  li;,'htnin^'  flash;  hesitati — tlicre 
!-  IK)  more  to  be  said,  you  ;.re  at  fault.  Inspiration  in  nuittcrs 
<>{  taste  will  not  come  twice.  At  last,  aftd  aliout  ten  minutes, 
Ih"  I'riiice  was  eallcil  in.  He  saw  tlie  two  (Uh-Ir'Ssi's  eonl'roiii- 
iv.'j:  doubt  with  its  thousand  facets,  unaijje  to  decide  between 
t:;r  tran.-cendent  merits  of  two  of  the  trinkets,  for  the  third 
li;id  been  set  aside  at  once.  Without  leavini:  his  liouk.  without 
,1  -lance  at  the  bracelets,  the  Prince  looked  at  the  jeweler's 
a-sistant. 

"Which  would  you  ( lioo-e  for  ymir  sweetheart?"  asked  he. 

The  young  man  indicated  one  of  the  pair. 

"In  that  case,  take  the  other,  you  will  make  two  women 
happy,"  said  the  subtlest  of  modern  diplomatists,  "and  make 
y-!ir  sweetheart   happy   too,   in   my  name." 

The  two  fair  ladies  smiled,  and  the  younjr  shopman  took 
h-  departure,  delighted  with  the  Prince's  present  and  the 
iniplied   comj)linient  to  his  taste. 

.V  woman  ali<rhts  from  her  splendid  carriage  Ixfore  one  of 
!'i<'  expensive  shoj)s  wluTr  .-hawls  are  sold  in  the  Hue  Vivi- 
'  lie.  She  is  not  alone;  woiiuti  almost  always  go  in  pairs  on 
;'.tse  expeditions;  always  make  the  round  of  lialf  a  srore  of 
-i:'if)s  before  they  make  w])  their  minds,  and  laugh  together  in 
!':'■  intervals  over  the  little  comedies  played  for  their  benefit. 
I.-f  us  see  whicli  of  the  two  acts  most  in  character — the  fair 
f!i4omer  or  the  seller,  and  which  has  the  best  of  it  in  such 
iiiiniature  vaudevilles? 

If  you  attempt  to  describe  a  sale,  the  central  fact  of  Pari- 
s.in  trade,  you  are  in  duty  bound,  if  ynu  attempt  to  give  the 
-  ■!  of  the  matter,  to  produce  a  type,  and  for  this  purpose  a 
.-.i.iwl  or  a  chatelaine  costing  some  hree  thousand  francs  is  a 
inure  exciting  purcliase  than  a  length  of  hiwn  or  dress  that 
C'l-ts  three  hundred.  But  know,  oh  foreign  visitors  from  the 
'I'd  World  and  the  Xew  (if  ever  this  study  of  the  phvsiologv 
I'f  the  Invoice  should  be  by  you  perused),  that  this  selfsame 
(■  iiiedy  is  played  in  haberda-her^"  shops  over  a  barege  at  two 
francs  or  a  printed  muslin  at   four  francs  the  vard. 

And  you,  prin-ess,  or  simple  citizen's  wife,  whichever  vou 
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may  bo.  how  should  yon  <listni4  that  rrodd-lookiiijr.  vory  vnini!! 
riiaii.  with  tho-c  fnnik.  inriori  nt  I'yi'-.  and  a  chook  like  a  pcai  h 
covered  with  down?  Ifc  is  drc-sod  almost  as  well  as  yoiii  - 
ofiiisin.  ht  ^l^  say.  His  tones  arc  as  soft  as  the  woolen  stiifT-; 
which  1h'  -jircads  before  you.  There  are  threc^  or  four  more  df 
his  !il<c.  One  ha<  dai'k  eye-,  a  decided  exyiression.  and  an 
imperial  manner  of  savinir.  "This  is  what  yon  wish";  another. 
that  l)lu(-eyed  yonth.  nitlldent  of  n'  inner  and  meek  of  speecli, 
proinjits  the  remark,  "Poor  hoy!  he  was  not  born  for  busi- 
ness"; a  third,  with  liirht  auburn  hair,  and  laughing  tawny 
eyes,  has  all  the  lively  humor,  and  activity,  and  gaietv  of  tht' 
South;  while  the  fuurth,  he  of  the  tawny  reil  hair  and  fan- 
shaped  beard,  is  rough  as  a  communist,  with  his  portentous 
cravat,  his  sternness,  his  ilignity,  and  cur'  speech. 

These  verieties  of  shopmen,  corresponding  to  the  principal 
typ«'s  of  feminine  customers,  are  arm-^,  as  it  were,  directed 
by  the  head,  a  stout  personage  with  a  full-blown  countenance, 
a  partially  bald  forehead,  and  a  (best  measure  befitting  a 
Ministerialist  deputy.  Occasionally  this  person  wears  the  rib- 
bon of  the  Legion  of  Honor  in  recognition  of  the  manner 
in  which  he  supports  the  dignity  of  the  French  draper's  waml. 
From  the  comfortable  curves  of  his  figure  you  can  .see  that  he 
has  a  wife  and  family,  a  country  house,  and  an  account  with 
the  Bank  of  France.  He  descends  like  a  dru.^  ex  marhinn. 
whenever  a  tangled  problem  demands  a  swift  solution.  The 
feminine  purchasers  are  surrounded  ')n  all  siiles  with  urban- 
ity, youth,  pleasant  manners,  smile-;,  ami  jests;  the  most 
seeming-simple  human  proilucts  of  civilization  are  here,  all 
sorted  in  shades  to  suit  all  tastes. 

Just  one  word  a;;  to  the  natural  effects  of  architecture,  op- 
tical science,  and  house  decoration;  one  rhort.  decisive,  tcr- 
rilile  word,  of  history  maile  on  the  spot.  The  work  wliicli 
contains  this  instructive  page  is  sold  at  number  76  Rue  <!•' 
Richelieu,  where  above  an  ele^'ant  shop,  all  white  and  L'chl 
and  crimson  velvet,  there  i-^  an  entresol  into  which  th<>  liL'lit 
pours  straiLdit  from  the  Ihie  de  ^fenars.  as  into  a  painter's 
fitudio — clean,  clear,  even  davliirht.    What  idler  in  the  street: 
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i:;is  not  bohold  tlio  PcrsiiiM.  tluir  Asiatif  potontnto.  rnfflinir 
:•  ahuvc  the  duor  at  tlic  conicr  of  tlic  l{ii(>  do  la  Bourse  and 
:  ■■  Kiie  (le  Kielielieii,  wiih  a  ines-a.-re  to  deliver  iirhi  rf  orbi, 
•  ilrre  I  rei;:n  more  tran<|uilly  tliaii  at  Lahore'":'  PiThaps 
!'!;  for  tliis  iniiiKirtal  analytical  study,  anha'oloirists  rni<rht 
'  _Mii  to  |iuzxle  their  liead,-  ahout  him  five  hundred  years 
■  Mre.  and  set  ahniit  writiiij:  (juartos  with  plaice  (like  M. 
";atreni«'Te"s  \\(,rk  on  Olympian  Jove)  to  jir-ivr  tliat  Xapoleon 
■«(,i-  something:  of  a  Sofi  in  the  Kast  before  he  heeame  "Km- 
!^  rnr  of  the  French."  Well,  the  wealthy  shop  hiid  sieize  to 
•U''  poor  little  entresol;  and  after  a  'loinlmnlment  with  hank- 
'  i<  ,-.  er.terf'd  nn<l  took  possession.  The  ilnnian  ( 'omedv  L'ave 
■.\.;V  heiorc  thefciuedy  of  eashiiieres.  The  I'cr>ian  sacrificed 
::  dianiond  or  two  from  his  crown  to  luiv  that  so  neeessarv 
''ivli<,dit;  for  a  ray  of  siinliirht  shows  the  [dav  of  the  colors, 
!'  iiL's  out  the  charms  of  a  >haw!.  and  (l.)uhlc<  its  value:  'tis 
.in  irresistible  litrht ;  literally,  a  golden  ray.  Kroin  this  fact 
yii  may  judge  how  far  Paris  shops  are  arranged  with  a  view 
;u  cfTect. 

r.ut  to  return  to  the  young  assistants,  to  the  beribboned 
'•  'n  of  forty  whom  the  King  of  the  French  receives  at  hi? 
f,  to  the  red-bearded  luad  of  the  department  with  his 
iiiK-rat's  air.  Week  by  week  the-e  emeritus  (iaudis.-art~  are 
"Ught  in  contact  with  whims  past  counting:  they  know 
.■'■ry  vibration  of  the  cashmere  chord  in  the  heart  of  woman. 
\  >  one.  be  she  lady  or  lorette.  a  young  mother  of  a  familv, 
a  respectalde  tradesman's  wife,  a  woman  of  rasv  virtue,  a 
'  ichess  or  a  brazen-fronted  ballet-daneci,  an  innocent  young 
_•  '1  or  a  too  innocent  foreiirner.  can  appi^ar  in  the  shop,  but 
-  ■•  is  watched  from  the  moment  when  she  first  lays  her  fin- 
;-'  rs  upon  the  door-handle.  Her  measure  is  ta'cen  at  a  irianco 
i  M'ven  or  eight  men  that  stand,  in  the  windows,  at  the  coun- 
t  r.  hy  the  door,  in  a  corner,  in  the  middle  of  the  >h.-,p.  ui-'d- 
!•  iting.  i<,  all  appearance,  on  the  joys  oi  a  bacchanalian  Sun- 
■'■V  holidav.  As  you  look  at  them,  yon  n^^k  vonr~elf  invrl- 
ii.'tarily,  "What  can  they  be  tliinking  about?"  Well,  in  the 
^iiace  of  one  second,  a  woman's  purse,  wishes,  intentions,  and 
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whims  arf  mri.-arkod  more  thdron^lily  fhan  a  travclinjj  cut- 
riap'  at  a  fnmtitT  in  an  lidiir  ami  tlii'cc-iiiiartiTH.  Xothini:  h 
lost  (Ml  th('s(>  intclli;r<'nt  rojruos.  As  tlu'v  stand.  Milmiti  a- 
noble  fatliiTs  nti  the  stap-.  tlicv  tako  in  all  the  detail  df  a 
fair  custniiicr's  dnv-s;  an  invisihli'  speck  of  nmd  mi  a  little 
shoe,  an  antiijiiatcd  liat-lprini.  soiled  or  ill-jii<!L!rd  lionrnl- 
Ptrinps.  the  fa.-liion  of  the  dn-;s.  tho  a.ue  of  n  pair  of  i,'lo\.s. 
Tliev  eaii  ti'll  whether  the  irown  \v;is  cut  \>\  the  iiitelli^'riit 
scissors  of  a  N'letorine  IV. ;  thi'V  know  a  modish  irewrfaw  or  a 
trinket  from  Froment-Meuriee.  NolhiitL'.  in  short,  which  ran 
reveal  a  woman's  quality,  fortune,  or  character  pa.->es  unrf- 
rnarked. 

Tremhlo  before  them.  N'ever  was  the  Satdicdrini  of  (iaudis- 
sarts,  with  their  ihief  at  their  head,  known  to  make  a  mis- 
take. .And,  moreover.  th(\v  communicate  their  conclusions  to 
one  another  with  tele,L''ra}ihic  -peed,  in  a  glance,  n  smile,  tln' 
movement  of  a  mu.-cle.  a  twitch  of  the  lip.  If  you  watch 
them,  U)u  are  reminded  of  the  sudd'  n  outbreak  of  li!.'lit  alonir 
the  ('ham]is-Kly>ees  at  du>k  :  one  pis-jct  does  not  succeed  an- 
other more  swiftly  than  an  idea  Hashes  from  one  shopnian's 
eyes  to  the  next. 

At  once,  if  the  lady  is  KnL'lir.h.  the  dark,  mvster'ous.  por- 
tentous (iaudissart  advances  like  a  romantic  character  out  ef 
one  of  Byron's  poeni>. 

If  ishe  is  a  city  madam,  the  oldest  i  put  frr.fr.rd.  llo 
brings  out  a  hundred  shawls  in  fifteen  mini  es:  he  turn? 
her  head  with  colors  and  jiatterns;  every  shawl  that  he  shows 
her  is  like  a  circle  described  by  a  kite  wheelinir  round  a  hap- 
less ralibit.  tid  at  the  end  of  half  an  hour,  when  her  head  is 
swimminLT  and  she  i>  utterly  incapable  of  making  a  decision 
for  lier.-elf,  the  good  lady,  meeting  with  a  flattering  response 
to  all  tier  i<leas.  refers  the  ipiestion  to  the  assistant,  who 
promjitly  leaves  her  on  the  horn-  of  a  dilemma  between  l«o 
e(pially   irresi-tibh'   shawls. 

'■'I'his.  madame.  is  very  becoming — apple-green,  the  cnl  t 
of  the  sea.-oii :  .-till,  fashion,-  change:  while  as  f(^r  this  otluT 
black-and-wiiite   shawl    (an   o]iportnnity   not   to   be  missed). 
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II  will  nov'or  fco  the  end  of  it,  ;uh1  it  will  go  with  any  dross." 

Tiiis  is  tilt'  A  IW  ol'  tlic  tradf. 

"Vou   would    not    iM'licvr   how   iimch   dofiuonot'   is   wanted 

n  ihat  Ix'astlv  line,"  the  head  (iaiidiasart  of  this  partieiilar 

I -tabli.'^hnient    remarked    <|iiit<'    lately    to    two    aequaintr.nees 

i  I'uronoeret  and  Hixiou)  who  had  come  tru>tiiig  in  his  jiidg- 

:  '  lit  to  Iniy  a  >hawl.     "Look  here;  you  an'  arti>ts  and  di.s- 

■'■t.  1  eaii  tell  you  about  the  ^.'oviTnor's  tricks,  and  of  all 

■    men  I  ever  saw.  he  is  the  elcvcre-t.     J  do  not  mean  as  a 

irmfaetiirer.  tluTc  M.  Frilot  is  first  ;  but  as  a  salesman,  lie 
1  M/overt'd  the  'Srlim  >hawl."  an  (ibsoluli-h/  nusdhilih'  article. 
■>■ !   we  never  brin<r  it  out  but  we  sell  it.     \Vc  keep  always  a 

iwl  worth  five  or  six  hundred  francs  in  a  cedar-wood  bo.x, 
:■  rfeetly  jilaiii  outside,  but  lined  with  satin.     It  is  one  of  the 

■  liiwls  that  Selim  >cnt  to  the  I'^iiperor  N'a|io!eon.  It  is  our 
l!!i[ierial  Guard;  it  is  lirou;:ht  to  the  front  wiicnevcr  the  day 
~  almost  lo-t  ;  il  sr  rrtt'l  it  nr  utrjurt  pus — it    sells    its    life 

■i'.irly  time  lifter  time." 

As  he  spoke,  an   Eni:lishwoman  stejijted   from   iier   jobbed 

■  .r:-ia<re  and  appeared  in  all  the  trlory  of  that  phlegmatic 
irimor  peculiar  to  Britain  and  to  all  its  products  which  make 
i"  lieve  they  are  alive.  The  apparition  put  you  in  mind  of  the 
I    ■iiimandant's  statu(>  in  />"//  ■fiian.  it  \wilked  aloitjr,  jerkily 

fits  and  starts,  in  an  awkward  fashion  invente<l  m  London, 
:  d  cultivated   in  every   familv  with   patriotic  care. 

".\ii  Lnglishwoman  I"  he  continued  for  Hixiou's  ear.  ".\\\ 
i'Mtjrlishwonian  is  our  Waterloo.  There  are  women  who  slip 
•  rough  our  lingers  like  eels;  we  catch  them  on  the  staircase. 
T'lere  are  lorettes  who  chaff  u<.  we  Join  in  the  laugh,  we  have 
■i  riold  on  them  because  we  give  credit.  There  are  sphinx-like 
i-reign  ladies;  we  take  a  iiuaniity  of  shawls  to  their  houses. 
!:d  arrive  at  an  under:  landing  by  ilattery;  but  an  English- 
■•  nian  I — you  might  a-^  well  attack  the  bmnze  statue  of  Louis 
'"latorze!  That  .--ort  of  v,oman  turn.-  chopping  into  an  oceu- 
;  'tion,  an  amusement.     Slu'  i|i]i5'X(is  !■      forsooth!" 

The   romantic  assistant   came  to   the   front. 

•"Itoe-;  mad.-inie  v,  j-h  fi.r  real  Indian  -hawls  or  French,  some- 

■  ■IVJ   eX|)en-ive   or — "' 


1 

:     i 

i 

i 

r 

/' 


280 


f;.\(i)iss.\i:i  II. 


I 


f- 


"I    will    si'c."      (./«'    ii'niii.) 

"llnu   ii!u<li  Wdiijil  ma<lamf  [iroiiose " 

"I       will      MM." 

'I'lic  slidiitiiiin  wont  iti  (|iii'-t  nf  sliawlt;  to  spread  upon  \\\o 
(ninitli'-stiiiid.  <rivini.'  his  (•i)!lcii;,'iics  a  sijinifii-ant  ^^'lancc.  "What 
a  h.in!"  he  <ai(I  [)lainly.  with  an  almost  inipcrceptiblc  sliru;: 
of   till'   -huiihlcrs. 

"Thi'M'  arc  "ur  lifst  (jualitv  in  Indian  rrd.  hliic,  and  pair 
oranj:c— all  at  ton  thou-and  fran(,'.  Ilrro  are  ?liawls  at  fivi 
thmisind    francs,  and  others  at   three." 

The  KiiLdi^hwonian  tonk  up  her  eyc<:lass  and  looked  rouinl 
the  room  with  irlomny  indiircreiice ;  then  slie  submitted  tin: 
three  stands  to  the  same  scrutiny,  and  made  no  si<,'n. 

*'FIave  you  any  more?""   (Ilnrahod'hotf?)   demanded  she 

"Yes.  madame.  But  perhajts  madame  lias  not  quite  do' 
cided  to  take  a  shawl  ?" 

"Oh,  quite  decided"    (trci-dcijritlai). 

The  youn<?  man  went  in  search  of  cheaper  wares.  Those  lu 
sfiread  out  solemnly  as  if  they  were  thin<:s  of  price,  sayiiij. 
by  his  nuinner,  "Pay  attention  to  all  this  magnificence !"" 

"These  are  m\i(h  more  expensive,"  sai<l  he.  "They  havi 
never  heen  worn  :  they  have  come  hy  courier  direct  from  tin 
manufacturers   at    Lahore," 

"Oh!  I  see,"  said  she;  "they  are  much  more  like  tho  thim 
1  want."" 

The  shopman  kept  hi-;  countenance  in  spito  of  inward  irri 
tation,  which  communicated  itself  to  Duronceret  and  Bixiou 
The  Kn^lish woman,  cool  as  a  (ucumber,  appeared  to  rojoici 
in  her  phletrmatic  humor. 

"What  pricey  she  asked,  indicatinjr  a  sky-hlue  shawl  cov 
ered  with  a  pattern  of  birds  ne.-tling  in  pagodas. 

"Seven  thousand   francs." 

She  took  it  uji,  wrapped  it  about  her  shoulders,  looked  ii 
the  glass,  and  handed  it  back  again. 

"Xo,  \  do  not  like  it  at  all."     {-Jc  n'nnip  jmuinte.) 

A  long  (juarter  of  un  hour  went  by  in  trying  on  othei 
shawls :  to  no  purpose. 
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■'I'liis  is  all  \vc  liuvc.  niailanu','  said  (lie  assistant,  plano- 
.'  at  the  iiiastiT  as  he  spoke. 

"MailaiMi'  is  fa>li(liniis,  like  all  p-r-nii-  nf  ta-tf."  said  the 
m!  i>I'  tiic  c-talili-liiiiciit.  cniiiin;,'  furuanl  with  that  tradcs- 
tnV-  -iiavity  in  wliidi  |Hiin[io>ity  i-  aiTrcaMv  Mended  with 
'.•ir\  ienec.  The  iuij:!  i-hui  Una  n  I'm.',  np  her  e\-eLrl-s  and 
inned   the   rnaiiut'aetnrer   I'ro.n    Ik  ad    t<i    font,   unwilling'  to 

■der-tand  that   t'ii>  man  liefort    lier  wa-  eliedde  for  Parlia- 
iit  and  dined  at  the  'I'nilerii's. 
■i   have  only  one  shawl  left."  lii«  eontiniieil.  "hut   I  never 

!o\v  it.      It  is  not  to  evcryhndy's  'aste  ;  it  is  ipiito  out  of  the 
"iinnn.     I  was  thiiddn.ir  this  niorniji;.'  of  ;:ivinir  it  to  inv  wife. 

v..  have  had  it  in  stock  .since  ISd.');  it  hclon^'cd  to  the  Kru- 
:  '•  -s  Josephine." 
"Let  nie  see  it,  monsieur." 
"'<io  fop  it,"  said  the  master,  turning:  to  a  shopman.     "It  is 

'   my  house." 

I  .-hould  ho  vorv  much  plea.>;od  to  see  it,"  said  the  Knplish 
lidy. 

This  was  a  triumph.  The  splenetic  dame  w.i^  apparently 
■  11  the  point  of  ;roiIl^^  She  made  a-  thoULdi  she  -aw  nothing,' 
i  It  the  .shawls:  hut  all  the  while  -he  furtively  watched  the 
■'iopmen  and  the  two  customers,  shelteriiii:  her  eves  hohind 
'lie  rims  of  her  eyejrhis.ses. 

"Tt  cost  sixty  thousand  franc's  in  Turkev,  madame." 

"Oh!"   (hdu!) 

"It  is  one  of  seven  shawls  which  Selim  sent,  before  his  fall. 
■•'  the  Kmp(Tor  Xaj)oleon.  The  Kmpress  Josephine,  a  Creole, 
:!-  you  know,  my  lady,  and  very  capricious  in  her  tastes,  ex- 
'  han<,'ed  this  one  for  another  hrou<:lit  by  the  Turkish  and)assa- 
I'or,  and  purchased  hy  my  predecessor;  hut  I  have  never  seen 
t'"  money  hack.  Our  ladies  in  France  arc  not  rich  cnoutjh  ; 
•  is  not  a.s  it  is  in  Kngland.  The  shawl  is  worth  .seven  thou- 
-..nd  francs;  and  takinp  interest  and  compound  interest  al- 
•"Lfother,  it  makes  up  fourteen  or  fifteen  thousand  hv  now — " 

"How  does  it  make  up?"  asked  the  Englishwoman. 

"Here  it  is,  madame." 
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With  pn^'antintH,  wliiili  a  (  ii-tn<li;ui  of  ilir  Dnxliii  di 
111  ii-iillii'  iiiij:lii  liavt  inliiiirrd.  Iii  .nok  out  an  iiilinitcr-i 
ki'V  and  opcni'il  a  -ijuan'  ci'ilar-U'iMil  Iim\.  'I'hi'  I',iil.'Ii-1i«oi 
wa>  tiiiwli  iin|>ri'->ii|  uilh  it-  -lia|ir  aiicl  |ilainiit--,  I'rniii 
liHV,  linfil  Willi  Mai  k  >aliii,  lie  drru  a  >liawl  uurtli  almul 
trcn  hiiiiilird  fraiHs.  a  Mack  pattiin  cm  a  <,'"l'lrii->(-' 
;;i(iiiiiil,  of  v\lii(li  tln'  rtartlin;:  v<<\nr  wa-  nnlv  -iirpa.-.-tM 
tlif  -nrpri^inj:  ffToi't<  of  the    Indian    itnaLinaiion. 

■'Spli  iidid."   ^ald    liif    lady,    in    a    rnixiui''   id'    l"irnrli 
Kn;.'li^li,  "it  is  ri'aily  hainUonii'.     .'ti-t  my  idial"  U'linl)  " 
,-hawl  :  it   i>  vcrv  nia;.'nifiitnt."'     'I'lii'  rc-t   wa^  lost   in  a 
donna's  pose  as-unn'd  for  the  [)nrpo-c  of  di^playin^'  a  pai 
fri;jrid   eyes   wllicll   ~hc  hrlicvcil    to   he   MTV    fino. 

"It  was  a  ^'nat  favdiili'  with  ihr  I'lmpnor  N'apoloon 
took " 

"A  Lrnat  favoiito."  npcated  ^ll(•  with  ht-r  English  ace 
'riifii  she  arranp'd  tlio  shawl  ai)oiii  her  shoulders  and  lo( 
at  liorsflf  in  tlii'  ^dass.  'I'hr  proprietor  took  it  to  the  li 
•.'atliered  it  up  in  his  liaiwU.  smoothed  it  out.  showed  the  f. 
on  it,  played  on  it  as  I^iszt  plays  on  the  pianoforte  keys. 

"It  is  very  fine;  heautiful,  sv.('etl"  said  the  lady,  as  c 
postal !y   as   possihle. 

Duronceret.  Hixiou.  ami  the  shopmen  exelian^jeil  ami 
frl.mces.     "The  shawl    is  sold."  they  tliouixht. 

"Well,  tnadanuv-"  imniirod  the  [ironrietor.  as  the  Knj;] 
woman  appeared  to  he  ahsoriied  ai  ii.      iiations  n.nnitely 
lonired. 

"Decidedly."  said  she;  ''I  would  rather  have  a  carrii 
{utif  rotcttrr). 

All  the  assistant?,  listening'  witli  silent  rapt  attoni 
started  as  one  man,  as  if  an  electric  shock  liad  pom'  thrc 
them. 

"I  have  a  very  handsome  one.  rnndame.''  said  the  propri 
with  unshaken  composure :  'it  helonjjed  to  a  Russian  prini 
til"  Princess  Xarzicof;  she  left  it  with  me  in  payment 
iToods  received.  If  madnme  wouM  like  to  see  it,  she  wi 
i)e  astonished.  It  is  new;  it  has  not  heen  in  use  altoge 
for  ten  days;  there  is  not  its  like  in  I'aris." 
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The   shopmen's   ainazr'nicnt    \va.>-   .-ii[)pre>-e(l   hv    profoiunl 
i'iiniration. 

"I   am  ipiiti'  willing." 

"If  maijan  .•  will  keep  the  ^|lawl."  sutrt^wtnl  the  proprietor. 

lie  can  tr\  thccircct  ii:    he  ( arria;;c."     .\nil  ho  wtiit  fur  lii.s 

it  an<l  f,'lovcs. 

■•Ilow    will    this   emi:-"   a<kc   '    the    hcail    as^i<tanf.   a>    he 
'  iN-heil  his  eiiip|.i\er  olfer  an  ,irni  in  the  Kn^'li-h  h.ilv  ami 

'  ilowti  with  her  to  the   johlMil  hroiiu'liam. 

i'.y  this  time  the  tliini:  had  i  unie  tu  he  as  excitin;.'  A'^  the 

•t  chaj)ter  of  a  novel  for  |)iiroiicerct  and  Hi.sioii,  even  with- 

t  the  adiiitional  iiit'iv-t  attached  to  all  contest.-,  however 
inllinu'.  hetwcen    I'limland   and    I'lame, 

Twenty   niimite^  later  the  prii|irietur  returned, 

■■<lo  to  the  Hotel  F^awson  (here  i«  the  card.  "Mrs  N'os- 
'^•11').  and  take  an  invoice  tliat  I  will  ;_'ivc  you.  Tliere  are 
-  \  thousand  francs  to  take." 

•How  (lid  yoii  do  it?"  asked  Duroiiceret,  howin::  hefore 
the  kin;,'  of  invoices. 

■nil.  I  saw  what  she  \\-as.  an  eccentric  woman  that  loves  to 
'•  loiispieiioiis.  .\-  soon  as  -he  saw  that  everv  oni*  <tared  at 
' '  r.  she  said,  'Keep  your  carriai:e,  monsieur,  mv  niiiid  is 
i.iadeup;  I  will  take  tlie  shawl.'  Wliilc  .M.  Hi^rcriieaii  (indi- 
■  :itin>r  the  romantic-lookiiifr  assistant)  wa-  <erviii^'.  I  wai<lied 
'  T  carefully;  she  kept  one  eye  on  yon  all  the  time  to  see  what 
V"U  thought  f)f  her:  she  was  thinkinir  more  ahout  von  than  of 
;'ie  siiawl.-.  Kngli.-liwo.nen  are  o-ci;!',;:  n  their  iii>-liislr  (for 
'•!!e  cannot  call  it  taste)  ;  they  do  not  know  what  they  want; 
liny  make  up  their  mind-;  to  he  guided  hv  cirdim-tances  at 
the  time,  and  not  hy  their  own  choice.  J  saw  the  kind  of 
"iiiian  at  once,  tired  of  her  hiishand.  tired  of  her  hrats,  re- 
.'t fully  virtuous,  craving  excitement,  always  posing  as  a 
•  '  'ping  willow.     .     .     ." 

Pheso  were  his  very  words. 

Which  proves  that  in  all  other  countries  of  the  world  a  shop- 

■■'•per  is  a  shopkeeper;  while  in  France,  and  in  Pari-  more 

n-ricularly,  he  is  a  stuiUnt  from  a  Colle-e  Hoval,  a  well-read 
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man  with  a  taste  for  art.  nr  aii^jjlini:,  or  tin'  tlu-atro,  and  con- 
sumed, it  may  he.  with  a  (le>ire  to  l>e  M.  Cunin-Gridaiin's 
.■^uecopsor.  or  a  eoloncl  of  tlie  Xational  Guard,  or  a  meiiihiT 
of  the  (ieiieral  Coiiiicil  of  the  Scini-,  or  a  rrt'eive  iu  the  Coiii- 
mercial  Court. 

"yi.  .\dolphe."  said  tlif  mistress  of  tlie  "staliiishment.  ail- 
drpssin;:  the  slipht  fair-haired  assistant.  'Vo  t()  tlie  joiner  ai'jl 
order  another  eedar-wood  liox  "' 

",\nd  now,"  reinarkett  tiio  shoynnan  wlio  hrd  assisted  Dn- 
ronrerot  and  Bixiou  to  ehoose  a  shawl  for  ^Ime.  .Schontz,  "timr 
we  will  go  through  our  old  !^tock  to  find  another  Selim  shav/l." 

Paris,  \ovenbrr  1844. 
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SARRASINE 

To  Monsieur  Charles  Bernnrd  dn  GrnU. 


'A  AS  hiiriff]  in  one  (if  tli<i?o  profnunil  n'voric^  to  whirh  ovcrv- 

■ly,  oven  a  frivolous  man,  is  siilijcct  in  the  iiiid-t  of  tho  most 

:'roarious  ffstivilios.     1'lic  rlock  on  the  T;! v-('i'-Hoiirlton  had 

:-t  struck  midni^iht.     Seated   in  a  window  r^'ce-s  and  con- 

ilcd  behind  the  undulatiiifr  fohls  id"  a  (iirtain  of  watered 

ik.  I  was  able  to  contemplate  at  my  leisure  t!ie  irarden  of  the 

:  aiision  at  which  I  was  passing  the  eveinni:.     The  tree-.  Ijein^r 

irtly  covered  with  snow,  were  outlined   indiMinetlv  against 

•  ■  ^rrayish  background  formed  by  a  chmdy  .-kv.  Iiareiv  whit- 

M  d  l)y  the  moon.     Seen  tlirou;:h  the  medium  of  tliat  strangle 

Miosphere,  they  bore  a  va;.nu'  resembjatice  to  sped  re-  caro- 

--ly  env(doped  in  their  slirouds,  a  ;.di:aniic  iiuai:e  of  the  fa- 

:.uus  Dancr  of  Dmlli.     'I'hen    turning  in  the  other  direction, 

'  ould  gaze  admiringly  ujion  the  rbmcc  of  tlie  living!  a  niag- 

::cent  salon,  with  walls  of  silver  and  gold,  with   gleaming 

'  andfdiers,  and  bright  with  the  light  >>{  many  candle^   There 

'■  loveliest,  the  wealthie>t  women  in   Paris,  bearers  of  the 

.-'ludest  titles,  moved  hither  and  tliither.  lluttered  from  room 

■  room  in  swarms,  stately  and  gorgeous,  dazzliuL'  with  dia- 

■nds:  flowers  on  their  heads  and  breasts,  in  their  hair,  scat- 

■cd  over  tlioir  dresses  or  lying  in   garlands  at  their  feet. 

j-ht  quiverings  of  thi^  body,  voluptuous  movements,  made 

'■  laces  and  gauzes  and  silks  swirl  about  their  graoTid  fig- 

:■'-.     Sparkling  glances  here  and  lh(-re  (N-lip.^rd   the  lights, 

d  the  blaze  of  the  diamonds,  and  fanned  tlie  llame  of  hearts 

:-.ady  burning  too  brightly.     I  detected  also  significant  nods 

the  head  for  lovers  and  rejielh^nt  attitudes  for  husbands. 

Mc  exclamations  of  the    card-players    at    every   une\]ieeted 

7',  the  jingle  of  gold,  mingled  with  the  mu>ic  and  the  mur- 
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mur  of  convcrsut idii  ;  ;inil  tn  put  the  finishing'  umoh  to  th' 
V{>rti;ro  of  tliMt  inultiliiilc,  intoxiciitcil  !■',  :i!l  the  sciluclions  tti 
u'orld  ciin  oircr.  a  j>rrfuiiic-lail('ii  atii  re  ami  irciicral  ex 

altatioii  actiil  u[)oii  llirir  ovcr-wrniiL  ,  iiiaL'ina' Mns.  'Vhn< 
at  my  ritrlit  \v;ts  t!io  di  |ire-siii,i:.  silciii   iiiiai:!'  of  dcatli;  at  in; 

Irfl    ihi'   (Iccnfnlis    I  ia((  !  MHal  ia   of   life:   nil    the   ollc   >l(lc    liatlirr 

fold  and  j:looiiiy.  and  in  niourninur  .irarli;  on  the  other  >u\v 
man  on  ])lca>urc  l^'nt.  And.  staiidiiii:  on  the  liordirlaml  o 
thoM'  two  incoiiLrrtioiis  pictiiri's,  which,  ri'jicatcil  thousand 
of  tiinr~  in  diverse  ways,  make  I'ari,-  the  most  eiitertainiin 
and  nin>t  phih)-ophica!  city  in  the  worhl.  I  played  a  menta 
mill  iilniih  .*■  half  jestin;:.  half  funereal.  With  m\-  left  foot 
kept  time  to  the  imi.'^ie,  and  the  other  felt  as  if  it  were  in  \ 
tomh.  'My  je;:  was.  in  fact,  frozen  hy  one  of  those  draught 
which  congeal  one  half  of  the  hody  while  the  other  suffer 
from  the  intense  heat  of  tlie  salons — a  state  of  things  not  un 
usual  at   halls. 

"Monsieur  de  Lanty  ha?;  not  owned  this  house  very  Ion;: 
lias  he?" 

'M)h.  yes!  It  is  nearly  ten  years  since  the  Marechal  de  Ca 
rigliano  sold  it  to  him." 

"Ah !" 

"These  people  must  have  an  enormous  fortune." 

"They  surely  must." 

"What  a  magnificent  ])arty  I  It  is  almost  insolent  in  it 
splendor." 

"Do  you  imagine  they  are  as  rich  as  Monsieur  de  Xucin 
gen  or  Monsieur  de  Gondrevillo?" 

"Why.  don't  you  know?" 

I  leaned  forward  and  recognized  the  two  persons  who  wer 
talking  as  memhers  of  that  inijui^itive  genus  which,  in  Pari^ 
busies  itself  exclusively  with  tlie  WJuis  and  Hmcs.  Wlnr 
docs  he  come  from  .'  ^Vho  are  theij?  What's  the  matter  will 
him?     What  has  she  done?     Thev  lowered  their  voices  am 


\M. 


Marfiloinr.  in  the  seii.se  in  which  it  is  here  US3<1.  i.s  a  pame.  or  rather  a  serif-:  o 
(fames,  of  cards,  each  player,  when  it  is  his  turn  to  deal,  selecting  the  game  l 
be  played. 
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wilkcd  away  in  order  t.,  talk  more  at  their  ea*o  on  some  ro- 
Mied  eniult.  Never  was  a  more  promisiiiLT  mine  laid  open  to 
■  I'kers  aft.r  mysteries.  No  one  knew  frdin  what  (ountrv 
■•;.'  Laiity  family  came,  nor  to  what  souree— enmmeree.  c.xtor- 
•  'II.  piraey.  or  inheritanee — tliey  owed  a  fortune  estimated 
:•  -several  millions.  All  the  mmihcrs  of  the  familv  spoke 
lialiaii.  Freneh.  Spanish.  I-:ngli>h,  and  (ierman.  with  sutli- 
'  '••nt  Ihiency  to  lead  one  to  suppose  that  they  had  lived  lon<,' 
iiion^'  those  different  peoples.  Were  they  Kyp>^it>s?  wore  they 
Mieeaneers? 

••.Suppo.-;e  they're  the  devil  himself."  said  divers  younjj  poli- 
ty ians.  "they  entertain  mi^dity  well."' 

■•The  ('unite  de  Lanty  may  have  plundered  some  Cashnli  for 
.ill  I  eare:  I  would  like  to  marry  his  dau-rhter!"  cried  a  phil- 
">ophor. 

Who  would  ni.t  have  married  Marianina.  a  <rirl  of  sixteen, 
uho,-e  beauty  realized  the  fabulous  eoneeptions  of  Oriental 
pnets!  Like  the  Sultan's  daughter  in  the  tale  of  the  Won- 
d.rful  Lamp,  she  should  have  remained  ahvavs  veiled.  Her 
Hn<rin<r  olwured  the  imperfect  talents  of  the'Malibrans,  the 
•■^"Utags,  and  the  Fodors.  in  wliom  some  one  dominant  quality 
;lways  mars  the  perfection  of  the  whole;  whi>reas  ^farianina 
•  ombined  in  equal  degree  purity  uf  tone.  e.\(juisite  feeling. 
;M'uracy  of  time  and  intonation,  science,  soul,  and  delicacy. 
^he  was  the  type  of  that  hidden  poe.-^y.  the  link  which  con- 
nects all  the  arts  and  which  always  (dudes  those  who  seek  it. 
Modest,  sweet,  well-informed,  and  clever,  none  ."ould  eclipse 
Marianina  unless  it   were  her  mother. 

Have  you  ever  met  one  of  those  women  whoso  startling 
!<auty  defies  the  as.^aults  of  time,  and  who  seem  at  thirty- 
-iv  more  desirable  than  they  i-ould  have  been  fifteen  years 
'  irlior?  Their  faces  are  impa.-sioned  souls;  they  fairly 
■parklo;  each  feature  gleams  with  intelligence;  each  possesses 
■'  brilliancy  of  its  own,  especially  in  the  light.  Their  capti- 
■  1  ling  eyes  attract  or  roj)el.  sj)eak  or  are  silent:  their  gait  is 
intlossly  seductive;  their  voices  unfold  the  melodious  treasures 
of  the  most  coquettishly  sweet  and  tender  tones.     Praise  of 
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their  beauty,  ba.^ed  upon  ((iiuj)!iii.~niis,  flatttTs  the  most  sensi- 
tive self-esteem.  A  moveinciil  <>{  iheir  eyeliiows,  the  sli^^hii^^^t. 
play  of  the  eye,  the  curiiii^^  of  the  liji,  in>til.-  a  M)rt  of  terror 
in  those  whose  live-  ami  happiue.-s  dcjifiitl  upon  their  favor. 
A  nuiiden  iiiexperii'iuctl  in  love  ami  fasily  mo\c(i  l)y  words 
mav  allow  her>elf  to  tie  Miluecd  :  hut  in  dealiiijr  with  women 
of  this  sort,  a  man  mu.-t  i)e  able,  likr  M.  de  .laueourt,  to  re- 
frain from  erying  out  when,  in  hidm_'  him  in  a  elosi>t.  the 
lady's  maid  crushe.*  two  of  his  fin^^ers  m  the  craek  of  a  door. 
To  love  one  of  these  omnij)oter;t  >ircns  is  to  stake  om^'s  life  is 
it  not?  .And  that,  perhaps,  is  why  we  love  them  so  passion- 
ately!    Such  was  the  ("omtc-se  de  Lanty. 

J'ilippo.  Marianina's  brother,  inherited,  as  did  his  sister,  the 
Oonntess"  marvelous  tjeauty.  To  tril  the  whole  story  in  a 
word,  that  youn<r  man  was  a  livini:  imai:e  of  Antinoiis.  with 
somewhat  sliirhter  jiroportions.  But  how  well  such  a  slender 
and  delicate  fifrure  accords  with  youth,  wdien  an  olive  coni- 
ple.xion,  he;n'y  eyebrows,  and  the  f,deani  of  a  velvety  eye  prom- 
ise virile  passions,  noble  ideas  for  the  future!  If  Filippo 
remained  in  the  hearts  of  youn;r  women  as  a  type  of  manlv 
beauty,  he  likewise  remained  in  the  menu)ry  of  all  mothers  as 
the  best  match  in  France. 

The  beauty,  the  'rreat  wealth,  the  int<'lleetual  qualities,  of 
these  two  children  came  entirely  from  their  mother.  The 
Comte  de  Lanty  was  a  short,  thin,  uirly  litth^  man.  as  dismid 
as  a  Spaniard,  as  great  a  bore  as  a  banker,  lit?  was  looked 
upon,  howevi'r.  as  a  jirofound  politician,  perhaps  because  he 
rarely  lau<rhtd.  and  was  always  quoting  ^f.  de  Metternich  or 
\\  jllinpton. 

This  mvsterious  family  had  all  the  attractiveness  of  a  poem 
by  Lord  Byron,  whose  dillicult  passages  were  translated  dif- 
ferentlv  by  each  person  in  fashiomd)le  society;  a  poem  that 
grew  more  obscure  and  more  sublime  from  strophe  to  strophe. 
The  reserve  which  ]\Ionsieur  and  Madame  de  Lanty  main- 
tained concerning  their  origin,  their  past  lives,  and  their  re- 
lations with  the  four  quarters  of  the  globe  would  not.  of  itself, 
have  been  for  long  a  subject  of  wonderment  in  Paris.    In  no 
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^'•licr  country,  perhaps,  is  Vc.-|iaM;ni"s  maxiiii  more  thor- 
-ju'lils'  uiHltT-tood  HtTc  goM  pu'ws,  cvcii  wlii'ii  >tiuntMl  with 
['.nitd  or  inU'l,  In'tray  iiulliing.  ami  rt'prt'M'iit  cvrrytliing.  I'o,- 
\;.locl  that  g(jud  soi-ii'ty  knows  ihr  aiimunt  nf  smir  fMrtuiif,  vou 
div  <;la>-('(!  among  those  figures  wliuli  t'ljual  yours,  and  no 
..lie  asks  tu  Kv  your  cTecJciitials.  hocausc  (■v('r\  hudv  know-  how 
i.'ilf  thry  cost.  In  a  ''ity  where  soeial  jimlileni-  are  solsed 
'  algebraic  e(iuatinns,  adventurer^  ha\e  niaiiv  ( hanee.-  in 
•  .'ir  favor.  Kvon  if  this  family  were  nf  gvp-v  e.Miar'tion,  it 
n.i-  s(i  wi.,.thy.  so  attractive,  that  fi'-lnunalile  soeietv  eoulii 
.■11  aH'iiril  tn  overluiik  it<  little  iiiy>ierie-.  Hut,  unfortii- 
n.itely,  the  enigmatical  history  of  ih''  [.anty  family  utfered  a 
;•  rpetual  subject  of  curiusitv.  nut  unlike  that  aroused  bv  the 
:    -.els-.f  Anne  Hadclilfe. 

People  of  an  observing  turn,  of  the  sort  who  arc  bent  upon 
:.  ding  out  where  y<iu  buy  your  cajidelabi'a.  or  who  a-k  vou 
.  !i.it  rent  you  pay  when  they  are  [)lea.-ed  with  y.uir  apait- 
I)  ■  nts,  had  noticed,  from  time  to  time,  tlie  appearance  of  an 
1  \iraordinary  pcr-onngo  at  the  frte<.  concert--.  b.ill-.  and 
:';;ts  givi'n  by  the  countess.  It  wa-  a  man.  The  (irst  time 
iiiut  ho  was  seen  in  tli"  hou-e  wa-  at  a  coiucrt.  when  \w  s(>emed 
!■'  liave  b(>en  drawn  to  the  salon  l>y   Marianina's  enchanting 

Vnjce. 

■"I  liave  been  cold  for  the  last  minute  or  two."  said  a  ladv 
liiir  the  door  to  her  neighbor. 
The  stranger,  who  was  staiuling  near  the  -peaker.  moved 

::'.V:iy. 

"This  is  very  strange!  now  I  am  warm."  -he  -aid,  after 
'  :-  departure.  '"I'erhaps  you  will  call  me  mad.  bul  \  cannot 
!.!p  thinking  that  my  neighbor,  f'.-  'entjeman  in  bl.uk  who 
.  :-f  walked  away,  was  the  cau>e  ot  mv  feelini:  cold." 

i>e  huig  the  exaggeration  to  which  people  in  -ocietv  are 
:  ^rurally  inclined.  ])roduced  a  large  and  growimr  i-rop  of  the 
"  '-t  amusing  ideas.the  mo-l  curious  expri'-sioii-.ihe  most  ab- 
-  1(1  fables  concerning  tliis  mysterious  individual.  With.out 
i  .!!g  preci.-:ely  a  vampire,  a  ghoul,  a  fictitious  man,  a  sort  of 
1  lUst  or  Kol)in  des  Bois,  he  partook  of  the  nature  of  all  these 


202 


SAHliASINK 


!-• 


Ill 


iinthi' ■poninrpliic  ciiin  ipt  h.n-.  ii(ii'r<lini:  to  tlio-c  prrsnns  whn 
wcf  ;i(l(iicti'i!  In  ;lif  l'iml;i-t  ii-.  nccasimiall v  -(inir  riiTnian 
«■(!  Id  lake  t'(ir  r".-ilil  if-  tlic-c  itiL'i'iiinii-  ji',-ts  of  I'.iri-iaii  f\il- 
'^p  Mkir.^'.     'I'lic  .-tiaiiL^ci'  \va-  -iinpl\  nii  ahl  tihitt.     Smnr  v'ouiii; 

ITli'Il.    whn    Wcri'    aiiil-tnlliril    tn    ilcciilc    tile    futuri'    nf    Kurupi 

pvcry  ninrniiiL'  in  a  Uw  fa  liimialili'  plira-t'<.  clm-r  t(  sec  \\\ 
till'  .-traiiLTr  some  L'rrat  i  fiiiiiiial,  the  pii>>c,--(ir  of  ciioriiioii- 
wraltli.  \o\cli-is  (l(-irilii(l  ilic  old  mail'-  life  and  j^avc  .■^oiik 
rcallv  iiitiTc-tiTifX  drtaiU  of  the  atrocitii's  coiiuiiitti'd  hy  litin 
whili'  lir  \va-  in  tho  s-ivicc  of  tln'  I'riinc  of  My.-ort',  I'aiikcr.v 
men  of  a  more  positive  riatiin',  (iovi-od  a  specious  falile. 

"Hall!"  they  U'Uild  -a\.  -Iinii^'aini:  their  hmad  shoiUder.- 
pityin<rly. '"that  little  oM  fell(i\\"-a  (li  )in,sr  In'Hil '" 

"If  it  is  noi  an  impertinent  (pie-tion.  n)on>-ie\ir.  would 
yon  have  the  kindiie--  to  tell  nie  what  you  nu'an  liy  a  (iciioesi 
head  !-" 

"I  mean,  mon-ieiir.  that  he  is  a  man  np'iti  wlm-e  life  ciior- 
nions  sums  depend,  and  wlio-e  irood  health  is  iindouhtedly  es- 
sential to  the  ciiiitiniiatiee  of  this  family's  inconic  I  reinetn- 
IxT  that  I  oiiee  heard  a  niesmeri.-I.  at  Madame  d'l-^jiard'.'! 
undertake  to  pi-o\e  hy  very  specious  historical  diHliictions 
that  this  old  man.  if  pnl  under  the  maLrnifyin<:  <r]ass.  woulc 
turn  out  to  he  the  famous  P.al>amo.  otherwise  called  CaLrli- 
ostro.  Accordinir  to  this  modern  alchemist,  tlio  Sicilian  h;K 
escaped  death,  and  jimiised  liimself  niakintr  pnld  for  his  rrrand 
children.  .And  the  liailli  of  Forette  declared  that  he  rocojr 
nized  in  this  extraordinary  personairf  the  Comte  de  Saint- 
Cierniain.'" 

Such  non-en^e  as  this,  put  forth  with  the  assumption  o! 
superior  cleverne>s,  witli  the  air  of  raillery,  which  in  our  da^ 
characterize  a  society  devoid  of  faith,  kept  alive  vairuo  sus 
picions  concerninL'  the  i.antv  familv.  .\t  last,  by  a  stranp 
comhination  of  circumstanci  s.  the  memhers  of  that  family  jus: 
tificd  the  conjectures  of  societv  hy  adoptin<r  a  decidinlly  mys 
terious  cour-e  of  conduct  with  thi'^  old  man,  whose  life  was 
in  a  certain  sense,  kept  hidden  from  all  invostipatinns. 

If  he  crossed  the  threshold  of  the  apartment  he  wa?  Pup 
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I— ed  tonrrvipy  in  tln'  l„niiv  111:111-1.. ,,.  h,-  a|.[n.,-inm(  .•  jiIwmv- 
.mimmI  a  ^rviit  .-ciisaiinii  m  i|„.  r.imily.     Oiir  uoiiM  liav.'  -np- 
-ni  tliat  It  was  an  .•miiI  <•{  i!i..  -ivalr-t   ini[.nrtan.-...     Only 
!  ilippo,    Marianina.    Ma.lainc   (!.•    I.anlv.   an. I    a-   ,,|.I    -rrvati'l 
■i|,,v.'<!  tlu'i.ri\il(-,.,.|'a-:Miii;/  III,.  iink-H.un  [><  uaik.  '..  n-r. 
■  '  -^i'   ''"\^"-      '■"■iili   "::'■  >'(  tlirni    kept    a    ,!,,.,■    walrli    mi    |,w 
i-hU'A  innvcnicni-..     li  s.ciih.I  a-  if  hr  uviv  <niii,.  ..nchaiiU'il 
■■  r-ou  np,,n  ulmni  lii,   Lappin.  —  .  ilir  lilV.  ,,,■  ihr  rcriuii,.  .,|  all 
:.  [H'iKlcd.    Was  it    ft-ar  or  alffctinn:-    S,„i,.tv  .-oiiM  (lix-.iv.r 
!:■>  indication  wln.-h  mahlrd  iIhtii  to  -.^Iw  tin.  pPiMmi.     Cm- 
'.il<>d    for  niontli>  at   a   I:nic   in   tli,.  (kpi!,,  of  an   unknown 
-.iiii'tuary,  tliis  familiar  spirit  Muldmlv  .•inrr;.OMl.  fiiriiwiv  a> 
t  wrn-,  uncxpeclcliy.  and  aiipraiv,]  m  tli.'  >alon-  lik^'  llio  fair- 
^^-'f  old,  who  ali,i.ditr,l  from  tlair  win-,.,1  dra./on.  t,,  .liMiirh 
i.'stivitips  to  which  they  had  n..t  lirm  invit.'d.     Onlv  the  most 
.•^poricnfcd  oli-i-rwrs  fonj,]  divine  tli.'  anxictv.  at  =uch  times, 
■T   the   masters   of   the   Iioum..  w1i..  wriv  prcniiarlv  -kilfnl  in 
.'■iicealin.ir  thoir   fedmi:..      I'.ni   sotnrtiin.'s.   while' ,|ancimr  a 
■:  ladrillc.  the  too  inJ:<■mloll^  Marianina  would  ca-t  a  terrified 
::kmeo  at   the  njd  man.  wlioin  >lie  watched  .In-dv   from   the 
'irrh'  of  dancer--.     (»r  p  ■rliap-  Filippo  would   |,.ave  hi-^  ph'ice 
■ind  ^didc  throned,  tin-  e.owd  to  wliere  lie  stood,  and  remain  he- 
'-.■di.  hini.  alTectionat..  and  watdiful.  a-  if  the  touch  of  man. 
"T  tlie  faintest  hreath.  would  shatter  that  extraordinarv  erea- 
'•;ro.     The  eounte--s  wiuiM  try  to  draw  nearer  to  him  witliout 
■i-.parently  intendint:  to  join  him;  tlicn.  a--umini:  a  manner 
:!rid  an  expression  in  which  servilitv  and  affection,  suhmi-sive- 
r-css  and  tyranny,  were  e(piallv  notieeahle,  die  wouhl  ^av  two 
.  r  three  wor.""  -    to  which  tlie  old  man  aImo>t  always  deferred: 
:f)d   ho  woiilo   disappear,  led.  ,,r   I    mitdit   lietter  sav  carried 
!\vay,  by  her.      If  Madame  de   Lanty  were  not   present,  the 
Count  wouhl  employ  a  tliousand  ru-es  to  reach  his  side;  hut 
:•  always  seemed  a-;  if  he  found  ditlicnltv  in  inducini:  him  to 
!'-ten.  and  he  treated  him  like  ;i  spoil, .d  child,  wliose  mother 
ratifies  his  whims  and   at   the  same   time   su-pccts   mntinv. 
■^..mo  pryinir  Person-;  haviti;:  ventnr(>d  to  (piestion  the  Comte 
'>    Lanty    indiscreetly,    that    cold    and    n'served    individual 
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srcini'd  lint  In  iiiiili'r>t.mil  tin  ir  '|iii'~i inns.  Ari'l  ?n,  aftor  mnn 
iittmipt.-.  wlmli  thr  circuiiii-iit'cliiin  nt'  all  liir  iiu'IhIkt*  of  ih 
f;iiinl\  rcnilcri'ti  t'ruii  li'--.  iin  (iiic  M)ii;:lit  to  (li»rii\rr  a  secret  > 
well  LTUiinliMl,     SiK  !''t\  >iiie,%  tntlei>,  ami  ii>>liiieiaiis.  weary  > 

the    -trijV.    illij.cl    l.\     lea-ini:    to    enlleeni    tllein-e|\e>    altoilt    til 

my-tery. 

Hnt  at  tlial  iiiMineiii.  it  may  he,  there  were  iii  tlioso  ^m 
^'e(Mi>  -aloM-  |iliil()-.i|iln  r.-  who  .-ael  In  t  hiiii-el\c-.  as  tliey  ill- 
(■ii.->'il  ;iii  Ire  nr  a  -liephet.  nr  jihiei'd  tlieir  empty  puiirh  plassr 
on  a  t lay : 

"I  >li'iuhl  not  hi'  -iir|iri-ei|  to  learn  that  t!ie-e  jienpje  ar 
l\iia\i'-.  That  nM  I'ellnw  who  keeps  oiit  of  -li^'lit  ami  appear 
onl\  at  tile  eiiuiiiove-  cir  ^oj.-tici's,  looks  to  rue  exactly  like  a 
as-a>.-m.'" 

'Mir  a   hankrupt." 

"There's  verv  little  (lifTereme.  T,,  ile-trnv  a  man's  fortiir 
is  wnrM'  -nmetime-  than  to  kill   the  man  hitri-elt'." 

"I  het  twentv  Iniii-.  moiisienr:  there  are  forty  due  ino." 

"I''aitli.  mon-ieur:  there  are  only  thirty  left  on  the  pjoth. 

"dnst  M'e  what  a  mived  enmpany  there  is  here!  One  can 
play  i-ards  in   [leaee." 

"\'erv  trite.  Hut  it's  alino-t  si\  months  since  wo  paw  tli 
Spirit.     l)(i  vuii  think  he's  a  living  heinfr''" 

"Well,  harely." 

These  last  remark-  were  made  in  my  noiphhnrhond  hy  ppi 
pons  whom  1  ilid  not  kno\\-.  ami  who  passed  out  of  hoarinc  jui 
as  I  wa<  -iimmarizin;.''  in  one  last  thmiL'ht  my  reflections,  i 
whiih  hlaek  and  hite.  lit'e  and  death,  were  inoxtricah! 
min,<:leii.  My  wanderini:  imairination.  like  my  eyes,  conleii 
phited  alternately  the  festis  itii'~.  which  had  now  reached  tl: 
climax  of  their  splendor,  and  the  irioomy  picture  ]irosented  h 
tlie  gardens.  I  have  no  idea  how  loni:  I  miMlitated  npon  tho; 
two  faces  of  the  human  modal ;  but  I  was  smhlonly  aroused  1: 
the  stifled  Inutzhter  of  a  yonnLT  woman.  I  was  stupefied  at  th 
picture  presented  to  my  eyes.  By  virtue  of  one  of  the  stran; 
est  of  nature's  freaks,  the  thoneh.t  half  draped  in  hlack,  whir 
was  tossin;,'  ahmit  in  my  hrain,  emer>:od  from  it  and  stood  bi 
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■V  !in>  pcrsoiiilird.  liviiiL':   II   h.hl  (oiiif   I'nrlli  iikc   Mm.  rv.i 

:  'Hi  ./iipitcr's  hniiii,  tall  :niil  Mi-miil':  ii  \va>  at  uiicr  a  liinnliv.i 

.r-  (lid  and   fuciity-twu ;   it    \v,i>  ;divi-  and   dead.      l-:-ia|ifd 

•     III  his  charnlu'r.  Hkc'  a  inadman  tr<iiii  In-  (■•■li.  ihr  little  old 

■    .n  iiad  cvidciillv  crept  hrliiml  a  Ioiil:  Iiih'  nj'  pi'iipl,.  whn  wrw 

N'niiifr  attrntivcly  to  Ma,  ainna'-  \..nr  ;i-  -lu-  tim-li.-d  tlir 

■>atiiia  fnun  'I'dmrril.     \\>   -rrm.d  to  lia\r  loiiir  up  thfoiiLrli 

•    llonr.  iinp.'llrd  li\  MMiic  >i:ii:i.  Hirciiani-iiL    llr  -tuod  I'm-  a 

:  ■aiicnt    tll(lti(tIli(^»^  and   MindiiT,   uatcliinir   thr   t'e-tis  itir.-.  a 

!  'irinur  of  which  had  piTJiap-  readied  lii-  car,-,      lii-  almost 

'innanihiili>tie     preoeeii|)atinn     was    >o    eonceiit  rated     upon 

■'    iiL's  that.  althouLdi  he  wa-  in  liic  inid-t  of  manv  people,  lie 

-:A   nol)ody.     He  had  taken  his  place  unccrcinoniou.-lv  heside 

'■    of  the  rno>t   fa.-cinatini:  wimen   m    I'ari-.  a   vounjr  and 

.:.ieeful  dancer,  with  slender  ii^^nre.  a  face  as  fre-h  lis  a  childV. 

■'■\   pink   and   white,  and   so   fraL'ilc.   so   transparent,   tliat    it 

■'    iiied  that  a  iiian's  ^.dance  muM  pa-  tiirou^di  her  as  the  <un"^ 

•■.>s   pas.s  throujxh   flawdess  j:lass.      Thev   sto.,d   there   htd'ore 

:;■■  .  side  bv  side,  so  close  toiretiier.  that   tli^  ■.tranj.'c^r  rulihed 

L-ainst  the  ptuze  dress,  and  the  wreath-  of  flowers,  and  the 

iair.  ?!i>htl.v  crimped,  and  the  floating'  end-;  of  tlu'  ?:asli. 

I  had  brottirht  that  yoiniL'  woman  fo  Madame  tie  Lanty's 
!':i!i.  As  it  was  lier  first  visit  to  that  house.  I  forgave  her  her 
f'  :lcd  lauph  ;  hut  I  hastily  made  an  imperiou-  sipn  which 
:it'ashcd  her  and  inspired  resfieet  for  her  neirrhhor.  She  sat 
'!''wn  heside  nie.  The  old  man  did  not  choose  to  leave  the 
■iarminir  creature,  to  whom  he  cIuiil'  cafiricimislv  with  the 
-::-iit  and  apparently  causeless  ohstinacy  to  which  very  old 
I' T-ons  are  subject,  and  which  makes  tliem  reseni!)le  cliildren. 
1;;  order  to  sit  down  beside  the  youns:  huly  he  needed  a  fold- 
;!!L'-chair.  His  >Ii<.dite<t  movements  were  marked  bv  the  inert 
inaviness,  the  stupid  liesitaiuy.  which  characterize  the  move- 
II '  nts  of  a  paralytic,  lie  sat  slowly  down  iiprui  his  chair  with 
-v-at  caution,  mumbliiij:  some  unintelligible  words.  His 
r.icked  voice  resembled  the  noise  made  by  a  stone  fallini:  into 
i  well.  The  youi]<:  woman  nervously  pressed  niv  hand,  as  if 
-! -■  were  trying  to  avoid  a  precipice,  and  shivered  when  tiiat 


mr     y 


2m 


s\i;i!.\si\i: 


iiiiin.  iit  wliDiii  slu'  liiippiiicil  t"  lif  liMikiiiL'.  Miriii''!  upon  hfi 
t\r()  lifi'lc-;*..  <.-a  irr^i'ti  i\r..  which  > mihl  i)c  coiiipart'd  t' 
imthitiir    -:iM'    liirni-lii'il    iiHithiT-iif.p.Mrl. 


'I  aiii  at'iMhl. 


nil.  pill  iiiiL'  Iht  lips  til  iiiv  car. 


'■Villi  ran  «pi  ak."  I  rrpliiil  ;  "lie  hears  with  ^rrcat  ilitlirniltv. 

"Villi  kiiiiw  hiiii.  then  r" 

'•V.v- 

'rhri'i'iipnii  vhc  sintmimiril  ciHiraL'''  to  soriitinizo  for  a 


las  a  naino 


'I 
iiicnt  tliat  rri'atiiri'  for  which  no  Iniiiiaii  hiiiLMiap'  1 
form  witlpiul  ^iili^tancc.  a  hciiiL.'  wiilioiit  life,  or  life  wittmiu 
action.  She  wa-  iiruler  ihe  >pi'||  of  that  tiiniil  ciiriositv  wliidi 
impel-  Women  in  -cek  perilous  evcitemcrit.  to  gaze  at  cliaiiicil 
tijrers  and  hoa-con.-t  rictur-.  >luiililerini:  all  the  while  hecaust 


th 


e  barriers  liei weeu  tip  m  are  >o 


)1.1 


old  man  s  back'  wa- 


•nt 


weak.     AlthouL'h  the  litth 
a  (lav  laliorer'-,  it   was  easv  tc 


see  that  he  iii!i-t   liirnierh   iia\e  lieeii  III'  nieiliiim  hei 
e\ees-ive  thin 


iirht.     Hi= 
lie--,  the  -leiiderness  of  his  linili-.  proveil  tliat  \v 


had  alwavs  hceii  of  >lii,dit  hiiild.     He  wnre  hlaek  silk  hreecli. 


which  hiini:  almiit  his  tlcshlos  thi;.'h-  in  foh 
veil.     .\n  anatnini-t    would   in^tind  ivdv   hav 


|s.  like  a  lowereij 
e  reen<:nized  tin 


.-ymptom? 


in-umpiion  in  it-  ad\anced  -taire-.  at  siirht  el 


the  tinv  \<"j>  whi(  h  sersed  to  -npport  that  straii'.'e  fr 


line. 


nil 


would    havi 


said   tli.il    ihev   Were  a   pair  of   cross-hones  on  a 


;_'rave-tone.  .\  tVelini:  of  profound  Imrror  .seized  the  heart 
when  a  clo-e  -i  rulinv  revealed  the  marks  made  hy  deorcpitudu 
upon  that   frail  machine. 

He  woi'e  a  \\hile  wai-icoat  emhroidered  with  i:olil.  in  t\w 
old  sivie,  and  hi-  linen  wa-  nf  dazzliie''  whiteness.     A  shirt- 


frill   of    KiiLdi-h 


yellow   with   a<:e.  the   nia<rnific<>nc'c  of 


which  a  i|iicen  niii:hl   ha\e  einied,  formed  a  series  of  velkm' 
nitlles  on  his  hri'ast  ;  hut  upon  liim  the  lace  seemed  rather  a 


wo 


rthless  rai:  than  an  ornament.     In  the  eentro  of  the  frill 


diamond  of  ine-iimaMe  \alne  udeamed  like  a  sun.  That  super- 
annuati'd  splendor  that  display  of  treasure,  of  tn-eat  intrinsic 
worth,  liiir  ntterlv  without  taste,  serverl  to  hrinir  "tit  in  ^till 


KiMler    relK 


f  t: 


le  sti-anu'e  creature 


f; 


ice 


Thi^    frame    w: 


wo 


rthy  of  till'  ]iortrait.     That   dark   face  was  full  of  anples 
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!;.i  furr.ivvfd  .|,...p  111  ,.vrr\  dir.c  ii-.i,  ;  ih,.  ,  Im,  \v;i-  fiirrnu.,] : 

■  rv  wciv  ..'rvat  linl|,,w.  at  tlir  irmpi,.-      'i,.  ,-\..»  wciv  Mink. mi 
wll.iw  (.rbitv     'I'lii' iiia\illar\  lpMn,.v.  w  I,,,  h  hi-  in.l.--.ril,;,|,l, 

illlllllc--  nuiM.li  to  prnlniiir,  funil-.l  .Inp  (,|\itl.'-  II)  ill,. 
'  imv   of   l)..|h   clirrkv       'ri|.-|.    prntl|l„-railrr-.   a^    liir    ll;:ht     I'.'ll 

"•II  thciii,  causcii  (  iiriMii-  .•liV.i-  nf  li-ln  and  -liad'.w  wlmli 

pn\<'<l  that  fair  .,1"  tlir  la-t  M-ii-r  nf  n-nnlrlancr  \.,  ih,. 
'itnan  cniintcnarKi'.  .\n<i  llim.  tu,,.  ihr  lap-r  ,,f  srar-  liad 
Mwn   till'  (inc.  yellow  -km   ■■<<  i  In-..  |.>  thi.  Imn.v-  that    it  .].■- 

i'Im  i|  a  mil  It  It  ml. ■  .,f  wniik!.-  .•\ri'\  u  h.iv.  .•itli-Ttin  iilar  lik.' 
:'■  n|.[.|..s  in  thr  water  cau-i'il  liv  a  -Iniie  uliidi  a  i-liiM  tlimw.- 

.  nr  Mar-shaiH'd  lik.'  a  pane  nf  .i:l;i--  .  i,,.  k..l  l.\  a  I.L.u  :  Imi 

■  nwli.  !v  wry  .I.M-p.  an.]  a>  i  l.i-e  L.^rt  h.-r  ;,,  i|,,.  ],.av,.-  nf  a 

i--iii    honk'.       \Vi'   nflfll    ,-(•(■    liinrc    IihIi'iiII-   nlii    Inrli;    lillt    uliat 

ntnhiitcd  iiii.re  than  aiiulit  .■l-c  tn  -i^r  n,  ih,.  ,p,,  tiv  ihal 
.-.■  licfnrc  u-  til.'  a>pf(  t  .d'  an  artilinal  .rc,iti.,n  wa-  the  n^.l 
'1.1  while  paint  with  which  h.'  -ii-ten,-,!.  'rh,.  r\.l.r.iv,  -  -h-ei.. 
I  the  li<rht  with  a  lii-tiv  wliieh  di-.  |,i,r.|  a  v.rv  well  .■x.^eiit.-.l 
it  of  jiainlini:.  Luckily  for  the  .ae.  -ailden...!  hv  -ncl!  a  nias< 
f  r-iiins.  his  enrp>e-like  skull   «a-  i.iii.-eale.l  hiiicalh  a   lij:ht 

■  i,::,   with   iinuiiiieral)le  ciirN   which   imli-aie.!   eMranrdmary 

iT.'tcnsions  to  eleixanco.    IndeiMl.  the  iVniiniiie  cn.piciii^h, •,.<'. 
'■  lliis  fanlasiie  appariti.in   ua>  eiiiphal  icailv  a— .'i-icl  l.\    ilie 

-  ''d  ear-riii<rs  which  luin.ir  iit  his  ears,  hv  th.'  rin--  ciiiain- 
-'  stones  of  niarv.'lnii>  heanty  wliieh  -parkjeij  .,n  hi-  tin/.Ts 
■>'•  the  hrilliants  in  a  river  nf  -cm-  amiiii.!  a  unmair>  ii.m  k. 

i.i-tly,  tliis  species  of  Japanese  idni  h,id  e..ii-taiit  Iv  upon  his 

■I.'  lips,  a  fixed,  unchan<:iii.i:  -mile,  the  -had..\v  .U  an  iiniiiac- 

■le  and  .sneeiin<:  lanjrli.  like  tint  of  a  .!eatir>  h.  ad.     As  -ih^nt 

■"l  motionless  as  a  statue,  he  .'Nhal.Ml  rh.    nni-k-lik l..r  .d' 

■  .lid  dresses  which  a  diiche--."  li.'ir-  .■\liiiin,.  fmni  her  ward- 
:'-  during  the  inventory,  if  the  nld  man  turiK^l  his  eves 
vard  the  ooinpanv.  if  <e,.m...|  'hat  the  m.i\enient^  nf  tlmsi' 
■lie-,  no  Ion<:er  capahje  nf  iv!l,.ctin...r  ;,  ^.r], .;,,,,,  u-,,r,,  ac^nin- 
-hed  liy  an  almost  iinpercepiili'e  .'iVnrt  :  a.nd.  when  !!ie  e\(  - 
I'ped,  he  who   wa-  wat.-him:  tluin  wa-  iint  cTtain   finallv 

':at  they  liad  rnoved  at  all.     .\.-  1  -aw.  hi-ide  that  human  ruin. 
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a  young  womnn  \vll()^('  liarf  iiccl  and  ariiiK  and  breast  wen- 
white  as  snow:  wliose  li<.niro  was  wcll-roundod  and  beautiful 
in  its  youtlifui  m'acc;  whose  hair,  eliarininfrly  arranjred  abovo 
an  ahibaster  forehead,  iiir-iiired  love:  whose  eyes  did  not  re- 
ceive bm  pne  forth  li^dit.  who  was  sweet  and  fresh,  and  wliose 
tlull'y  ctirN.  wlioM'  fra^zranl  breath,  seemed  too  heavy,  too 
hai'>h,  too  overpowerin^ix  for  tiiat  shallow,  for  that  man  of  dus; 
— ah!  the  thou;.dit  that  eanie  into  my  mind  was  of  death  and 
life,  an  imajiinary  arai>es(|ne.  a  half-liideous  chimera,  ilivinelv 
feminine  from  the  waist  up. 

"And  yet  siicli  marriages  are  oft"n  made  in  society!'"  I  said 
to  myself. 

"He  smells  of  the  cemetery!"  cried  the  terrified  younfr  wo- 
man, praspinj:  my  arm  as  if  to  make  sure  of  my  protection, 
and  inovin<r  about  in  a  restless,  exciti'il  way.  which  convineeil 
mo  that  slie  was  very  much  frightened.  "It's  a  horrible 
vision."  slie  cnntiiiued:  "I  cannot  stay  here  any  longer.  If  I 
lock  at  him  again  I  shall  believe  that  Death  himself  has  conn; 
in  search  of  me.     But  is  he  alive?" 

She  placed  her  hand  on  the  phenomenon,  with  the  Imldnes? 
which  women  derive  from  the  violence  of  their  wi>hes.  hut  ii 
cold  sweat  burst  from  her  pores,  for.  the  instant  she  touched 
the  old  man.  -lie  heard  a  erv  like  the  noise  made  by  a  rattle. 
That  shrill  voice,  if  indeed  it  were  a  voice,  escaped  from  a 
throat  almost  entindy  dry.  It  was  at  onco  succeodcd  by  a 
convulsive  little  cough  like  a  child's,  of  a  peculiar  resonance. 
At  that  sound.  Marianina.  Filippo.  and  ^fadamo  de  Lanty 
looked  toward  us,  ami  their  glances  were  like  lightning 
tlashcs.  Tiie  young  woman  wished  that  she  were  at  the  bot- 
tom of  the  Seine.  She  took  my  arm  and  pulled  me  away  to- 
ward a  boudoir.  Everybody,  men  and  women,  made  room  for 
us  to  pass.  Having  leaehcd  \\\"  farth<'r  end  of  the  suite  of 
reception-rooms,  we  entered  a  >nia1l  semi-circular  cabinet. 
My  coiiipani(»n  threw  hers<>M'  on  a  divan,  breathing  fast  with 
terror,  not  knowing  where  she  was. 

"Vou  arc   mad.   niadame."   1   said   to  her. 

"But."  she  rejoined,  after  a  moment's  silence,  during  whicli 
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I  gazed  at  her  in  ailiiiiration,  "i<  it  my  fault?       Wliv  ilcjs 
Madame  de  Lanty  allow  giio?lj  Xo  wander  round  iier  houiJe?" 

"Xonsen.-e,""  I  icjdicd;  "you  are  doiii^'  just  what  fools  do. 
You  mistake  a  little  old  man  I'or  a  >]iectie." 

■"Hush,"  she  retorted,  witli  the  iml)o^in^^  \('t  moeJvinir,  air 
whieh  all  women  are  so  well  able  to  a— umc  when  they  are 
(letermined  to  put  thcniselves  in  the  ri^hl.  -'Oh!  what  a  sweet 
lioudoirl"  she  cried,  lookinir  ahout  her.  "Blue  .-atin  hangings 
always  produce  an  admirable  ell'eet.  How  cool  it  is !  Ah  !  the 
lovely  picture!"  .-lie  added,  rising  and  standing  in  front  of  a 
inagniliceiitly  framt'd  painting. 

We  stood  for  u  moment  gazing  at  that  marvel  of  art,  which 
-eemed  the  w(U'k  (>{  some  suj)ernatural  brush.  The  picture 
represented  .\doiiis  stretched  out  on  a  lion's  skin.  The  lamp. 
in  an  alabaster  vase,  hanging  in  the  centre  of  the  boudoir,  cast 
upon  the  canvas  a  soft  light  which  enabled  us  to  grasp  all  the 
beauties  of  the  picture. 

"Does  such  a  perfect  creatur?  exist?"  she  asked  me,  after 
txamining  attentively,  and  not  witlumt  a  sweet  smile  of  sat- 
isfaction, the  ex(|uisite  grace  of  the  outlines,  the  attitude,  the 
eolor.  the  hair,  in  fact  everything. 

"lie  is  too  beautiful  for  ;i  man,"  sh.e  added,  after  such  a 
scrutiny  as  she  would  have  bestowed  u[)on  a  rival. 

.\h  !  how  sharjily  1  felt  at  that  moment  those  pangs  of 
jealousy  in  which  a  jioet  had  tried  in  vain  to  make  me  believe! 
the  jealousy  of  em;i-avinL'-s.  of  picture-,  of  statues,  wherein 
artists  exaggerate  human  i'eauty.  a<  a  result  of  the  doetrini> 
which  leads  them  in  idealize  evervthiiiLT. 

"It  is  a  portrait."  I  replied.  "it  is  a  product  of  Vien's 
genius.  Rut  that  great  painter  n(>vcr  saw  the  original,  and 
yonr  admiration  will  be  moililied  somewhat  perhaps,  when  I 
t"ll  you  that  this  study  was  made  from  a  statue  of  a  woman." 

"But  who  is  it?"' 

I  hesitated. 

"I  insist  upon  knowing."  she  added  earnestly. 

"I  believe,"  I  said,  "that  this  Adunis  represents  a — a  rela- 
tive of  Madame  de  Lantv." 
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I  had  tlio  chiiLTin  of  ^ci^'inr,  tliiit  >iu'  \va^.  lost  in  contcinpla- 
ti  n  of  that  fluurc.  She  sat  dnwn  in  siloncc.  and  I  si^atcd  my- 
self beside  lier  and  took  lier  hand  without  her  noticinfj  it. 
Forsrotten  for  a  portrait!  At  th.it  moment  we  heard  in  the 
silenee  a  woman's  footstep  and  the  faint  rustlintj  of  a  dre.-s. 
We  saw  th(^  youthful  Alarianina  enter  tho  houdoir,  even  more 
resplendent  by  reason  of  I'er  expression  of  innocence  than  by 
reason  of  her  irraee  and  her  fresh  costume;  she  was  walkini: 
shiwly  and  lefidinjr  with  motherly  care,  with  a  dau<:hter"s 
solicitude,  the  spectre  in  human  attire,  who  had  driven  Ui^ 
from  the  nnnic-room  :  as  she  led  him,  she  watclied  with  some 
anxiety  the  slow  movement  of  iiis  feeble  feet.  They  walked 
painfully  across  the  boudoir  to  a  door  hidden  in  the  hanp- 
inps.  .Ararianina  knocked  softly.  Instantly  a  tall,  thin  man, 
a  soit  of  familiar  spirit,  appeared  as  if  by  ma.^ic.  Before  en- 
trustin<r  the  old  man  to  this  mysterious  guardian,  the  lovely 
child,  with  deep  veneration,  kissed  the  ambulatory  corpse,  and 
her  chaste  caress  was  not  without  a  touch  of  that  graceful 
{ilayfulness.  the  secret  of  which  only  a  few  privileged  women 
possess. 

"Addio.  addio!"  she  said,  with  the  sweetest  inflection  of 
her  young  voice. 

She  added  to  the  last  syllable  a  wonderfullv  executed  trill, 
in  a  very  low  tone,  as  if  to  depict  the  overflowing  affection 
of  her  heart  by  a  ])oetic  expression.  The  old  man.  suddenly 
arrested  by  some  memory,  remained  on  tlie  threshold  of  that 
secret  retreat.  In  the  profound  silence  we  heard  the  sigh  tint 
came  forth  from  his  breast  ;  ho  removed  the  mo-t  bonutiful  of 
the  rings  with  which  his  skeleton  fingers  were  laden,  and 
placed  it  in  Marianina's  bosom.  The  young  madcap  laughed, 
plucked  out  the  ring,  slipped  it  on  one  of  lier  fingers  over  her 
glove,  and  ran  hastily  back  toward  the  .-alon,  where  the  or- 
chestra were,  at  that  moment,  beginning  the  prelude  of  a 
oontra-dance. 

She  spied  us. 

".\h  I  were  you  here?"  .'^he  said,  lilu-hing. 


After  a  s 


carching  glance  at  us  as  if  to  question  us,  she  ran 


Ci,%:.-    "fBj'i 


SARRASINK 


301 


!\vay  to  her  partner  with  the  cari'les^  petulance  of  her  years. 

"What  (Iocs  tliis  lueaii?"  queried  my  younir  partner.'  "I.s 
he  inT  husband?     I  believe  I  am  dreaiiiini:.     Where  am  I?" 

"Voul"  I  retorted,  "you,  madame,  who  are  ea.«ilv  excited, 
..ml  who,  understanding  so  well  the  most  imperceptible  emo- 
•  "lis,  are  able  to  cultivate  in  a  man's  heart  the  most  delicate 
■  'f  sentiments,  without  crushing  it,  without  shattering  it  at 
':\''  very  outset,  you  who  have  compassion  for  the  tortures  of 
heart,  and  who,  with  the  wit  of  the  Parisian,  combine  a 


I':l 


■^sionate  temperament  worthy  of  Spain  or  Italy- 


She  realized  that  my  words  were  heavily  charged  with  hit- 
ter irony;  and,  thereupon,  without  seeming  to  notice  it,  she 
interrupted  me  to  say: 

"Oh  I  yon  describe  me  to  suit  your  own  taste.  A  strange 
kind  of  tyranny  !    You  wish  me  not  to  lie  nn/sclf!" 

"Oh  !  I  wish  nothing,"  I  criefl.  alarmed  by  the  severitv  of 
'  'T  manner.    "At  all  event.s  it  is  true,  is  it  not,  that  you  "like 

hear  .stories  of  the  fierce  passions  kindled  in  our  hearts  by 


t!ie 


enchanting  women  of  the  South?' 


"Yoi^.     And  then?" 

"Why,  I  will  come  to  your  house  about  nine  o'clock  to- 
I'lorrow  evening,  and  elucidate  this  mysterv  for  you." 

"Xo,"  she  replied,  with  a  pout;  "I  wish  it  done  now." 

"You  have  not  yet  given  me  the  right  to  obey  you  when 
;  nu  say,  'I  wish  it.'  " 

"At  this  moment,"  she  said,  with  an  exhibition  of  co(|uetry 

f  the  sort  that  drives  men  to  despair,  "I  have  a  most  violent 

'f'  sire  to  know  this  secret.     To-morrow  it  may  be  that  I  will 

■  it  listen  to  you." 

She  smiled  and  we  parted,  she  still  as  proud  and  as  cruel,  I 
-  ridiculous,  as  ever.  Siie  had  the  audacity  to  waltz  with  a 
-ung  aide-de-camp,  and  I  was  by  turns  angry,  sulky,  admir- 
"L'.  loving,  and  jealous. 

"Until  to-morrow,"  she  said  to  me,  as  she  left  the  ball  about 
'^vo  o'clock  in  the  morning. 

"I  won't  go,"  I  thought.     "T  give  \ou  up.     You  are  a  thou- 

■  tnd  times  more  capricious,  more  fanciful,  than — my  ima^ina- 
non." 
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Tlio  next  ovcniii<:  we  uere  seated  in  front  of  a  bright  fire 
in  a  dainty  little  .salon,  she  on  a  eouch.  1  on  cushions  almost 
at  her  feet,  looking  up  into  her  face.  Tlif  street  was  silent. 
The  lamp  shed  a  .-oft  light,  it  was  one  of  those  evenings 
which  delight  tlie  soul,  one  of  those  moments  whieh  are  never 
forgotten,  one  (d'  those  iiours  pasi-ed  in  j)eaee  and  lunging. 
whose  charm  is  always  in  later  years  a  source  of  regret,  even 
when  we  are  happier.  What  can  elfaee  the  deep  imprint  of 
the  first  polieitatii)ns  of  love? 

"Go  on,"  she  said.     "I  am  listening." 

"But  I  dare  not  begin.  There  are  passages  in  the  story 
which  are  dangerous  to  the  narrator.  If  1  become  excited, 
you  will  make  me  hold  my  peace." 

"Speak." 

"1  obey. 

"Ernest-Jean  Sarrasine  was  the  only  son  of  a  prosecuting 
attorney  of  Fram  he-Comte,"  I  began,  after  a  pause.  "His 
father  had.  by  faithful  work.  amas>ed  a  fortune  which  yielded 
an  income  of  six  to  eight  thousand  francs,  then  coiisidered  a 
colo.s.sal  fortune  for  an  attorney  in  the  provinces.  Old  Maitre 
Sarrasine,  having  but  one  child,  determined  to  give  him  a 
thorough  education:  he  hoped  to  make  ,i  magistrate  of  him, 
and  to  live  long  enough  to  see,  in  his  old  age,  the  grandson 
of  Mathieu  Sarrasine,  a  ploughman  in  the  Saint-Die  country, 
seated  on  the  lilies,  and  dozing  through  thi>  sessions  for  the 
greater  glory  of  the  Parliament:  but  Heaven  had  not  that  joy 
in  store  for  the  attorney.  Young  Sarrasine.  entru-ted  to  the 
care  of  the  Jesuits  at  an  early  age.  gave  indications  of  an  ex- 
traordinarily unruly  disposition.  His  was  the  cliildiiood  of  a 
man  of  talent.  He  would  not  study  except  as  his  inclination 
led  him,  often  rebelled,  and  sometimes  remained  for  whole 
hours  at  a  time  buried  in  tangled  mctlitations,  engaged  now 
in  watching  nis  comrades  at  play,  now  in  iorming  mental 
pictures  of  Homer's  heroes.  .\nd.  when  lu'  did  choose  to 
amuse  himself,  he  di>|ilaycd  extraordinary  ardor  in  his  games. 
Whenever  there  was  a  content  of  any  sort  between  a  comrade 
and  him.self,  it  rarvlv  ended  without  bloodshed.     If  he  were 
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the  weaker,  he  would  uh'  lii-  unli.  Active  and  pap^iivl>  by 
turns,  citlior  la(kin<ji  in  aptiiudf.  or  too  iiitelli;:('nt.  his  ab- 
normal teniiieranicnt  tau.-LHl  him  to  distrust  his  masters  as 
much  as  his  schoolmates.  Instead  ol'  Icai-niii;,'  the  elements  of 
the  (Jreek  lan<iiia^('.  he  drew  a  picture  of  the  reverend  father 
who  was  interpretin;,^  a  })assa^'e  of  'J'hucvdides,  >ketched  the 
t^aclier  of  niatheniatics,  the  prefect,  the  assistants,  the  man 
who  administered  j.uni>hnieut,  and  smeared  all  the  walls  with 
-liapeless  fijrures.  Instead  of  sinjiinir  the  praises  of  tlie  liord 
111  the  chajH'i.  he  amused  himself,  durin<:  the  services,  by 
notchinj:  a  bench;  or,  when  he  had  stolen  a  piece  of  wood,  he 
would  carve  the  fi.L^urc  of  some  saint.  If  he  had  no  wood  or 
stone  or  pencil,  he  worked  out  his  ideas  with  bread.  Whether 
iie  copied  the  fi;r„res  in  the  pictures  which  adorned  the  choir, 
or  improvis^'d.  he  always  left  at  his  .<eat  rouj^h  sketches  whose 
obscene  character  drove  the  youn^'  fathers  to  despair;  and  the 
cvil-ton<,'ued  alle;,'e(i  that  the  Jesuits  smiled  at  tiiem.  At  last, 
:f  we  are  to  briieve  colle^re  traditions,  he  was  e.\p<dled  because, 
while  awaitm;;-  his  turn  to  ,<:o  tf>  the  confessional  one  Good 
Friday,  li.'  carved  a  ti;ii.re  of  the  Christ  from  a  stick  of  wood. 
The  imfiiety  evidenced  by  that  fi,<:nre  was  too  fla<:rant  not  to 
draw  down  chastisement  on  the  artist.  lie  had  actuallv  had 
the  hardihood  to  place  that  decidedly  cynical  iniape  on  the  top 
of  the  tabernacle  I 

"Sarrasine  came  to  Paris  to  sock  a  refu.iie  atrainst  the 
threats  of  a  father's  malediction.  Havini:  one  of  those  strong 
wills  which  know  no  ob-iacle-^.  he  obeyed  the  behests  of  his 
L^enius  and  entered  BouchiinlonV  ^tudio.  He  worked  all  day 
and  went  ai)out  at  ni,<rht  bei^uMii^'  for  subsistence.  Bouchardon, 
marvelinrr  at  the  youn;:  artist's  intelligence  and  rapid  prog- 
ress, soon  divined  his  pupil's  destitute  condition:  he  assisted 
iiim.  became  attached  to  him.  and  treated  him  like  his  own 
■  liild.  Then,  when  S;arra>iiie's  genius  stood  revealed  in  one 
'.f  those  works  wherein  future  talent  contends  with  the  effer- 
M'scence  of  youth,  the  generous  Bouchardon  fried  to  restore 
'liui  to  the  old  attorney's  good  graces.  The  paternal  wrath 
-ubsided  in  face  of  the  famou.-  .-ciilptor's  authority.     All  Be- 
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ean(;nn  congratulated  itself  on  liaving  brought  forth  a  future 
great  man.  In  the  first  outbnr.~t  of  delight  due  to  his  flat- 
tered vanity,  the  niiseily  allonicy  supijlicd  his  son  with  the 
means  to  appear  to  adsaiitagc  in  society,  'i'he  long  and  la- 
borious study  demanded  by  the  seuli)tor"s  prot'e.-siou  subdued 
for  a  long  time  Siirra?iiie"s  impetuous  temperament  and  un- 
ruly genius.  Bouehardon.  fore.-eeing  liow  violently  the  pas- 
fiions  Would  some  day  rage  in  that  youtiiful  heart,  as  highly 
tempered  perhaps  as  Michelangelo's,  smothered  its  vehemence 
with  constant  toil.  lie  succeeded  in  restraining  within  rea- 
sonable bounds  Sarrasine's  e.xtraordinary  impetuosity,  iiy  for- 
bidding him  to  work,  by  proj)nsiiig  diversions  when  he  saw- 
that  he  was  carried  away  Ijy  the  violence  of  some  idea,  or  by 
placing  important  work  in  his  hands  when  he  saw  that  he  was 
on  the  point  of  plunging  into  dissipation.  But  with  that 
passionate  nature,  gentleness  was  always  the  most  powerful  of 
all  weapons,  and  tlu'  master  did  not  ac(|uire  great  influence 
over  his  pupil  until  he  had  aroused  his  gratitude  by  fatherly 
kindness. 

"At  the  age  of  twenty-two  Sarrasine  was  forcibly  removed 
from  the  salutary  influence  which  liouchardon  exercised  over 
his  morals  and  his  habits.  lie  paid  the  penalty  of  his  genius 
by  winning  the  prize  for  seul])ture  founded  by  the  Marquis  do 
Marigny,  Madame  de  Pom})adour"s  brother,  who  did  so  much 
for  art.  Diderot  [)raised  BouchardonV  pupil's  statue  as  a 
masterpiece.  Not  without  profound  sorrow  did  the  king's 
sculptor  witness  the  departure  for  Italy  of  a  young  man  whose 
profound  ignorance  of  the  things  of  lifi'  he  had,  as  a  matter 
of  principle,  refrained  from  enlightening.  Sarrasine  was 
Bouehardon's  guest  for  six  years.  F'anatically  devoted  to  his 
art.  as  Canova  was  at  a  later  day,  he  rose  at  dawn  and  went 
to  the  studio,  there  to  remain  until  night,  and  lived  with  his 
muse  alone.  If  he  went  to  the  Coniedii'-Francjaise,  he  was 
dragtred  thither  by  his  master.  He  was  so  bored  at  Madame 
GeofTrin's.  and  in  the  fashionable  society  to  which  Bouehardon 
tried  to  introduce  him.  that  he  prefern  d  to  remain  alone,  and 
held  aloof  from  the  pleasures  of  that  licentious  age.    He  had 
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iiu  other  mistre.^sos  tli;in  sculijturc  and  Clotildo,  one  of  the 
..  li'britifs  of  the  Oik'tji.  Kvcn  that  intri<ruo  was  of  brief  du- 
I. It  ion.  Sarrasinr  was  (iccidt'dly  u^'iy,  always  badiv  dros^cd, 
and  naturally  so  indt-pcndt'nt.  mi  irrcjiular  in  his  private  life, 
:iat  the  illustrious  nynipii,  drradin.i:  some  catastrophe,  soon 
;■  inittcd  the  sculptor  to  love  of  the  arts.  Sophie  ArnouM 
made  .^onic  witty  remark  on  th«>  suhjeet.  She  was  surprise<l,  I 
Miiiik.  that  her  colleague  wa-  al)le  to  triumpli  over  statues. 

"Sarrasine  started  for  Italy  in  17,58.  On  the  journev  his 
■.rdent  imafjimuion  took  fire  i,eneath  a  sky  of  eoj)per  and  at 
-iLdit  of  the  marvelous  monuments  with  wl'iieh  the  fatherland 
•  d'  the  arts  is  strewn,  lie  admired  the  statues,  the  frescoe.-^. 
the  pictures;  and.  tired  with  a  spirit  of  emulation,  he  went  on 
to  Rome,  burninj,'  to  inscribe  his  name  between  the  names  of 
Michelangelo  and  Boucliardon.  At  first,  therefore,  he  divided 
his  t.iue  between  his  studio  work  and  examinat'on  of  the  works 
"f  art  which  abound  in  Kome.  He  had  already  |)a^sed  a  fort- 
ni<.'ht  in  the  ecstatic  state  into  which  all  youthful  imajiina- 
Tions  fall  at  sijxht  of  the  (pioen  of  ruins,  when  he  happened 
"lie  evcnin<f  to  enter  the  Argentina  theatre,  in  front  of  which 
tiierc  was  an  enormous  crowd.  He  inquired  the  reasons  for 
the  presence  of  so  great  a  throng,  and  every  one  answered  by 
two  names: 

"  'Zanibinella  !  Jomelli !" 

"He  entered  and  took  a  scat  in  the  pit,  crowded  between 
!>vo  unconscionably  stout  ahbati;  but  luckily  he  was  quite 
near  the  stage.  The  curtain  rose.  For  the  first  time  in  his 
!:fe  he  heard  the  music  whose  charms  Monsieur  Jean-Jacques 
l.'ousseau  had  extolled  so  elocpiently  at  one  of  Baron  d'Hol- 
'■icirs  evening  parties.  'I'he  young  sculptor's  senses  were  lu- 
iricated,  .-io  to  speak,  by  JomelliV  harmonious  strains.  The 
.:i!guorous  peculiarities  of  those  skilfully  blended  Italian 
■  oices  plunged  him  in  an  ecstasy  of  delight.  He  sat  there. 
mute  and  motionless,  not  even  conj^cious  of  the  crowding  of 
:!ie  two  priests.  His  soul  poured  out  through  his  ears  and 
!iis  eyes.  He  seemed  to  be  listening  with  every  one  of  his 
pores.    Suddenly  a  whirlwind  of  applau.«e  greeted  the  appear- 
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ance  of  tlic  prima  (luiina.  She  canu'  forward  ((xiuottifjhly  i» 
the  footli<:lil.s  and  e<iurte:-icil  to  tlir  audience  with  infinii^- 
grace.  'J'lie  brilliant  li.i^lit,  tlie  (■ntllu^-la^nl  nf  a  vast  inultilude, 
the  ilhi.-iuu  111'  thr  ^la;:t^  the  i^l.iiiiour  nl'  a  (o.-liuiie  wiiich  wa- 
mopt  attractiM'  fur  the  tune,  all  cnii^iiired  in  tiiat  woniaiiV 
favor.  Sarrasine  cried  aloud  with  ]ilea>iire.  \lv  -nw  befon- 
him  at  that  moment  the  ideal  beauty  whoM'  |ierl'e<ii(.ns  he  hail 
hitherto  sought  here  and  there  m  nature,  taking  from  one 
model,  often  of  huiuble  rank,  the  munded  outline  (d"  a  sliapelv 
leg;  from  another  ilie  contour  of  the  hna^t ;  from  another 
her  white  shouhler.^i;  stealing  the  neck  of  that  young  girl,  the 
hands  of  this  woman,  ami  the  poli-li;d  kmrs  of  yonder  child, 
but  never  able  to  find  beneath  the  cold  skie>  of  Paris  the  rich 
a. id  satisfying  creations  of  aiuieiit  (Ireece.  La  Zambinella 
displaved  in  her  single  person,  intensely  alive  and  delicate 
beyond  words,  all  those  e\(|uisite  proportions  of  the  feinale 
form  which  he  had  so  ardently  longed  to  behold,  and  of  which 
a  sculptor  is  the  most  severe  and  at  tln'  same  time  the  most 
passionate  judge.  She  had  an  expressive  mouth,  eyes  instinct 
with  love,  hesh  ofdazzling  whiteness.  .\nd  add  to  these  de- 
tails, which  would  have  filled  a  painter's  soul  with  rapture,  all 
the  marvelous  charms  of  the  \'einises  worshipeil  and  copied 
by  the  chisel  of  the  (ireeks.  The  artist  did  not  tire  of  admir- 
ing the  inimitable  grace  with  which  the  arms  were  attached 
to  the  body,  the  wcuiderful  roundness  of  the  throat,  the  grace- 
ful curvcs^  described  by  the  eyebrows  and  the  nose,  and  the 
perfect  oval  of  the  face,  the  yiurity  of  its  clean-cut  lines,  and 
the  effect  of  the  thick,  drooping  lashes  which  bonlered  the 
large  and  viduptuous  eytdids.  She  was  more  than  a  woman; 
she  was  a  nuisterpiece  I  Iti  that  unhnped-for  creation  there 
was  love  enough  to  enra})ture  all  mankind,  and  beauties  cal- 
culated to  satisfy  the  most  exacting  critic. 

"Sarrasine  devoured  with  his  eyes  what  seemed  to  him  Pyg- 
malion's statue  descended  from  its  jx'destal.  When  T.a  Zam- 
binella sang,  he  was  beside  himself.  He  was  cold;  then  sud- 
denlv  lie  felt  a  fire  burning  in  the  se(.-ret  depths  of  his  beintr, 
in  what,  for  lack  of  a  better  word,  we  call  the  heart.     He  did 
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not  applaud,  hi'  t^iinl  iioihiii^';  hv  I'dt  a  mad  impulse,  a  sort 
•  if  I'rnizy  ol"  tlif  >ort  that  sci/cs  us  only  at  the  a>,'..  whni  tliere 
i-  a  .soinctliiii^'  iiiih'liiiahly  trrrihlf  and  iiilVrnal  in  our  desires. 
Sarrasinc  Ioii-:cd  to  ru^h  ui)on  the  v|a,i,'r  and  mm/.c  thai  woman. 
His  strctij.rth,  increased  a  liundivdf,,|,i  |,y  a  moral  depression 
impossihie  to  (h',--erihe.— for  .-ucii  phenomena  take  phice  in  a 
-pliere  inaece.-sihh'  to  iiiiman  ohservalion. — iiisi>ted  upon  man- 
ifi'stiii;,'  itself  with  di'ploralile  violeiiee,  Lonkini,r  at  him,  you 
uould  have  said  tliat  lie  was  a  eohl,  dull  man.  Renown,  sci- 
ence, future,  life.  j)rizes.  all  vanished. 

"  'To  win  her  love  or  die  V    Such  was  the  sentence  Sarrasine 
pronounced   upon    himself. 

■'He  was  so  completely  intoxicated  that  he  no  longer  saw 
theatre,  audience,  or  actors,  no  lon^nT  Jieard  the  music  Xay, 
more,  there  was  no  space  hetween  liim  and  La  Zamhinelhi; 
lie  pos.^esseu  her;  his  eyes,  fixed  steadfastly  upon  Iut.  took 
pos.'iession  of  her.  An  almost  dialtolical  power  enabled  him 
lo  feel  the  breath  of  that  voice,  to  inhale  the  fraj.^rant  povt'der 
vvith  which  her  hair  was  covered,  to  see  the  slifrhtest  inequali- 
ties of  her  face,  to  count  the  t.lue  veins  which  threaded  their 
way  beneath  the  satiny  skin.  And  that  fresh,  brisk  voice  of 
silvery  timbre,  flexible  as  a  thread  to  which  the  faintest  breath 
"f  air  gives  form,  which  it  rolls  and  unrolls,  tangles  and  blows 
away,  that  voice  attacked  his  heart  so  fiercely  that  he  more 
!han  once  uttered  an  involuntary  exclanuition.  extorted  by 
t!ie  convulsive  ecstasy  too  rarely  evoked  by  human  passions, 
lie  was  soon  obliged  to  leave  the  theatre.  His  trembling  legs 
almost  refused  to  bear  him.  He  was  prostrated,  weak,  like  a 
nervous  man  who  has  given  way  to  a  terrible  burst  of  anger. 
Me  had  had  such  exquisite  pleasure,  or  perhaps  had  suffered 
-I.  that  his  life  had  flowed  away  like  water  from  an  overturned 
'-scl.  He  felt  a  void  within  him.  a  sense  of  goneness  like 
i!ie  utter  lack  of  strength  which  di.-courages  a  convalescent 
,  ist  recovering  from  a  serious  sickness.  Overwhelmed  bv  in- 
■xplicable  melancholy,  he  sat  down  on  the  steps  of  a  chureh. 
There,  with  his  back  resting  against  a  pillar,  he  lo>t  himself 
in  a  fit  of  meditation  as  confused  as  a  dream.     Passion  had 
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(loalt  liiiii  a  fTii^liin;:  hh'W.     On  liis  return  to  his  a[)artinent9 
he  was  seized  In-  one  of  tliosc  parnw-iiis  uf  iictivity  wliicli  re- 
veal to  us  the  iirerence  nf  new  priiniple^  in  our  e\i>-tenco.     A 
prov  to  that  lir^t  fever  of  li)\e  whuh  re-tinlile'^  pain  as  much 
as  pleasur".  lie  >ou-:!it  to  di'iVat  lii>  ini]iatien(e  and  his  frenzy 
bv  sketching'  La  Zainhiiiella   from  incniorv.     It  was  a  sort  of 
inati'rial  nu'ditation.     I  |.nn  nur  leaf  La  Zamhinella  appeared 
in  that  po-f.  apjiareiitly  calm  ami  cold.  alTeetid  hy  I'apliael, 
(ieor<rione.  and  all  the  j,'reat  painters.     On  an  aher.  she  wa^ 
coyly  tiirnin<r  her  head  as  she  fiin-hed  a  roulade,  and  sooined 
to' be  listenini:  to  her-idf.     Sarra-iiie  drew  hi-  mi-tross  in  all 
poses:    he    drew    her    un\eiled.    seated,    standin;:,    roelininj:, 
chaste,  and  amorous — interpret  in;:,  thanks  to  the  delirious  ac- 
tivity of    hi     pencil,  all    tlie   fanciful   idea-  which  heset  our 
iniafjination   .\hen  our  thouudits  are  coin|dete!y  en<:rosst'd  hy 
a  mistress.     But  his  frantic  thouLdits  outran  his  pencil.     He 
met  La  Zand)inella.  spoke  to  her.  entreated  her,  exhausted  a 
thousanil  years  of  life  and   happiness  with  hor.  placing  her 
in  all   imai:iiud)le  sitmilions.  tryinj:  the  future  with  her.  so 
to  speak.     The  uoxt  day  he  sent  his  servant  t<i  hire  a  box  near 
the  ?ta^e  for  the  whole  >eason.     Then,  like  all  youn?  men  of 
powerful  fecdin.L's.  he  exaL'irerated  the  diOiculties  of  his  undor- 
takinjr.  and  ^^ave  his  passion,  for  its  first  pasturairo.  the  jov 
of  being  able  to  admire  his  mistress  without  obstaolo.     Th( 
golden  age  of  love,  during  which  we  enjoy  our  own  sentiments 
and  in  whicli  we  are  almost  as  happy  hy  ourselves,  was  nd 
likelv  to  last  long  with  Sarrasino.     However,  events  surprise! 
him  when  he  was  still  under  the  spell  of  that  springtiine  hal 
lucination.  as  naive  as  it  was  voluptuous.     In  a  week  he  livef 
a  whole  lifetime,  occupied  through  the  day  in  molding  th( 
clay  with  which  he  succeeded  in  coyiving  T^a  Zand)inella.  not 
withstanding  the  veils,  the  skirts,  the  waists,  and  the  hows  n 
ribbon  which  concealed  her  from  him.     Tn  the  evening,  in 
stalled  at  an  earlv  hour  in  his  l„i\.  ;don(\  n^clining  on  a  sofn 
he  made  for  himself,  like  a  Turk  druid<  witli  opium,  a  happi 
ness  as  fruitful,  as  lavi-h,  as  he  wislied.     First  of  all,  he  fa 
miliarized  himself  graduallv  with  the  too  intense  emotion 
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"hifh  Ill's  rnistrf'ss'  -iiiLrin^'  cim-cd  liini;  then  he  t;iii;.'tit  his 
'■\i-s  Jfi  look  iit  liiT,  (iml  was  (iriiilly  aMr  to  (oiitrriiiiinli'  licr  at 
iii-  Icisuri'  witlioiit  IViirintr  .-in  cvplixion  of  foiiccali'il  frrnzv. 
'  ki'  that  uliirh  liad  -cizcd  liim  the  lir-i  dav.  lli«  [liissinn  Iw- 
uMi'  more  |irofoiiii(l  as  it  hccaiiif  more  trani|iiil.  Hut  the  im- 
-rialilc  Miilptor  uoulil  Mot  allow  his  s..liliiilc,  i.coplrd  a<  it 
V.'-  with  iiiia^'i's.  adorned  with  tlir  fanciful  creations  of  hope. 
.i!id  fnll  of  happiness,  to  l,c  disturhed  hv  his  comrade-.  His 
!  ive  was  so  intense  and  so  inirennoiis.  that  he  had  to  underfio 
!':c  innocent  scrnples  with  which  we  are  assailed  when  we  love 
'■T  the  fir>t  time.  As  he  he^an  to  realize  tiiat  he  would  soon 
'■<  re<]iiire(l  to  hestir  himself,  to  intri;,Mie.  to  ask  wh('r»>  La 
:<:ind>inella  liveil.  to  ascertain  whether  she  had  a  mother,  an 
iiiicle.  a  triiardian.  a  family. — in  a  word,  a<  he  reflected  upon 
Mie  methods  of  .<eein.<.'  her.  of  spcakiiiiT  to  her.  he  felt  that  his 
1  cart  was  so  swollen  with  sucji  and)itious  ideas,  that  ho  post- 
poned those  cares  until  the  foilowinjr  day,  as  happy  in  his 
I'liysical  siifferin-rs  as  in  his  intellectual  pleasures." 

"Rut,"   .«aid    Madame   do   IJocliefide,    interruptinfr   me,   "I 
-le  nothing  of  ^larianina  or  her  little  old  man  in  all  this." 

"Vou  SCO  nothiiifr  hut  him  !"  I  cried,  as  ve.xed  as  an  author 
for  whom  some  one  has  spoiled  the  efTect  of  a  rtnip  ile  thealrp. 
"For  some  days,"  I  resumed  after  a  pause.  ".Sarrasino  had 
I'cen  so  faithful  in  attendance  in  his  !)ox.  and  his  fjlances  e.x- 
|ires.-ed  such  passionate  love,  that  his  passion  for  [.a  Zam- 
('inella's  voice  would  have  heen  town-talk  in  Paris,  if  the  epi- 
>iile  had  happened  here:  hut  in  Italy,  madame,  every  one 
L'oes  to  the  theatre  for  his  own  enjoyment,  with  all  his  own 
[nssions.  with  a  heartf(dt  interest  which  precludes  all  thouL'ht 
"f  espiona.ffo  with  opera-glasses.  However,  the  scidptor's  fran- 
"c  admiratiiui  could  not  long  escape  the  notice  of  the  per- 
•■  liners,  male  and  female.  One  evening  the  Frenchman  no- 
!  icd  that  they  were  laughing  at  him  in  the  wings.  It  is  hard 
'  ■  say  what  violent  measures  he  might  have  resorted  to.  had 
'.t  La  Zamhinella  come  on  the  stage.  .Slie  cast  at  l^arrasine 
Me  of  those  elo(|uent  glances  wh.ich  often  sav  more  tlian  wo- 
cii  intend.     Th.^t  Ldance  was  a  complete  revelation  in  itself. 
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'•  'If  it  is  ti  mere  eapntr,"  lie  ihuu^ht,  already  nrr-using  his 
mistros  of  too  j,'r<at  aniur,  ".-lif  dorr-  not  kii'>\v  ue  sort  of 
tloniinatioii  to  wliicii  ^llt•  i.-  about  to  bctoiiu-  subject.  IIlt 
caprice  will  lai-I,  I  tiiiM,  a-  Ion;:  a-  :ii.   life' 

"At  that  iiiomciit,  three  li;:ht  la|)>  uii  the  <loor  of  his  box 
attracted  the  artist "s  atti'iit  loii.  He  'ipciied  liic  dooi.  An  old 
woman  entered  with  an  air  of  ni\>iiTy. 

"'Vounjr  man,"  she  >aid,  'if  you  wi-h  to  In-  happy.  In-  pru- 
dent. Wrap  yourself  in  a  cloak,  |hi1I  a  broad-bi  iiiiriied  h.u 
over  your  eyes,  ami  be  on  the  l\ue  dii  ('or>o.  in  Iroiit  of  tiio 
Hotel  d'Hsjiapne,  about   ten  o'clock  toiiiL'ht. 

"'1  will  be  there,"  he  re]>lie(l,  ])Uttiii-  two  louis  in  the  du- 
enna's wrinkli'd  hatui. 

"He  rushed  from  hi<  box.  after  a  si^'ii  ui'  intellijrence  to  La 
Zambinclla.  who  lo\V(>red  her  voluptuous  eyelids  modestly,  like 
a  woman  ov.Tjoyed  to  be  understood  at  la-'  Then  li-  hurried 
home,  in  order  to  borrow  from  hi>  w.irdrol"  ill  tlie  e'narnis  it 
could  loan  him.  As  lie  left  the  theatre,  a  stranj^'cr  ^.'rasped 
his  arm. 

"'Heware,  Si<:nor  Frenchman,"  he  said  in  hi-  ear.  ''I'his  is 
a  matter  of  life  an<l  death.  Cardinal  CicoLrnara  is  her  pro- 
tector, and  he  is  no  tritler." 

•if  a  demon  ha.l  placed  the  ilecfi  pit  of  hell  between  Sar- 
ra.eine  and  La  Zambinclla.  lit>  would  have  crossed  it  with  one 
stride  at  that  moment.  Like  the  horses  of  the  immortal  god? 
described  by  Homer,  the  s(  uli)lor"s  love  had  traversed  vast 
spaces  in  a  twinkling. 

"if  death  awaited  me  on  leaving  the  house.  I  would  gc 
the  more  fjuickly,"  he  replied. 

" 'Povrrino!'  cried  the  stranger,  as  he  disappeared. 
"To  talk  of  danger  to  a  man  in  love  is  to  sell  him  pleasure 
iSarrasine's  valet  had  never  seen  his  master  so  painstaking  ir 
the  matter  of  dress.  His  finest  sword,  a  gift  from  Houchar 
don.  the  bow-knot  Clotilde  gave  him,  his  coat  with  gold  braid 
his  waistcoat  of  cloth  of  silver,  his  gold  snutT-box.  hi?  valuabh 
watili.  evervthiiig  was  taken  from  its  place,  and  he  arrayer 
hitnself  like  a  maiden  about  to  appear  before  her  first  lover 
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At  the  appointed  hour,  drunk  vvitii  love  and  boiling  over  with 

nope,  SiirniMiie,  Ins  nosc  Iniritd  in  liis  cloak.  Imrried  to  the 

;.  udi'zvoii.-  iijiponil.d  in    the  ohi  woman.     She  was  waiting. 

■■  'Von  iiri'  M  !  V  lati'."  .she  .<aid.    •('oini'.' 

■"■'^hi'  led  th.'  I'iciii  hinan  tlirough  x'Vcral  narrow  streets  and 

•'pped  111  front  of  a  pahiLe  of  altractisc  appcaraiuv.     She 

.nocki'd  ;  the  door  o|t.ii,d.     She  led  Sarra>iiir  liircnigh  a  labv- 

f.nth    of   siairway>.    j^allcnis.    and    apartment.-    whicii    were 

\::hted    only    hy    uncertain    •.'Icain.-   of    inooidi^dit.    and    soon 

v-  ached  a  door  throii;.di  the  crac  ks  of  whicii  .-loli^  a  hrii;ht  light, 

iiid  from  which  came  the  joyous  sound  of  .-everal  voices.     Sar- 

rasiiie  was  su<ideidy  hlinded   when,  at  a  word   from  tlie  old 

.H)nian,  he  was  admitlcd  to  that   mysterious  apartment  and 

found  himself  in  a  .salon  as  l)rilliantly  lighted  as  it  was  sump- 

■nuisly  furnished;  in  the  centre  stood  a  hountifully  supplied 

;lile.  laden  with  inviolable  bottles,  with  lauLdnn^'  ilecanters 

Oiose  red  facets  sparkled  merrily.     Me  recognized  the  singers 

iioiii  the  theatre,  male  and  female,  mingled  with  charming 

"ineii.  all  ready  to  begin  an  artists'  .-prec  and  wailing  only 

r  him.     Sarrasine  restrained  a  feeling  of  displeasure  and 

!>ut  a  good  face  on  the  matter,    lie  had  hoped   for  a  dimlv 

'iirhted  chamber,  his  mistress  leaning  over  a  brazier,  a  jealous 

iival  within  two  steps,  death  and  love,  contidences  exchanged 

ti  low  tones,  heart  to  heart,  hazardous  kisses,  and  faces  so 

i  'iir  together  that  La  Zambinella"s  hair  would  have  touched 

.iressingly  his  desire-laden  brow,  burning  with  happiness. 

"  'Vive  la  folic!'  he  cried.  'Signori  r  brllc  dunnr,  you  will 
;illow  me  to  postpone  my  revenge  and  bear  witness  to  my  grati- 
'iide  for  the  welcome  you  offer  a  poor  .scul[itor."" 

"After   receiving  congratulations   not   lacking   in   warmth 

from  most  of  those  pre.«^ent.  whom  he  knew  by  sight,  he  tried 

1  ap[)roach  the  couch  on  which  La  Zaiiibiiiella  was  noncha- 

:ntly  reclining.    Ah!  how  his  heart  beat  when  he  spied  a  tinv 

•'lot  in  one  of  those  slippers  which — if  you  will  allow  me  to 

■  >\  Ml,  madame — formerly  iniparted  to  a  woman's  feet  such  a 

■"luettish.  voluptuous  look  that   1  cannot  conceive  how  int  n 

'  ould  resist  them.    Tightly  tltting  white  stockings  with  green 
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clocks,  short  skirts,  niid  llic  ])()intcil.  hiirli-ht'dod  slippers  of 
Louis  XV. 's  time  coiitrihuttMl  MJiiicwIint,  I  fanev,  to  the  de- 
moralization oi'  Knropo  and  the  clergy." 

"Soiiii'what  I"  e.xela lined  the  niarchione.-s.  ''Have  you  read 
nothinjr.  j)ray!'"' 

"La  Zand)inella,"  1  continued,  sniilinrr,  '"had  holdly  crossed 
her  legs,  and  as  she  prattled  swung  the  upper  one.  a  duchess" 
attitude  very  well  suited  to  her  capric  ious  tyjie  ol'  beauty,  over- 
flowing with  a  certain  attractive  suppleness.  She  had  laid 
aside  her  stage  costume,  and  wore  a  waist  which  outlined  a 
slender  figure,  displayed  to  the  best  advantage  hy  a  punier 
and  a  satin  dress  embroidered  with  blue  flowers.  Iler  t)reast, 
whose  treasures  were  concealed  l)y  a  co([uettish  arrangement 
of  lace,  was  of  a  gleaming  white.  Her  hair  was  dressed  al- 
most like  .Madame  du  Barry's;  her  face,  although  overshad- 
owed by  a  large  cap.  seemed  only  the  daintier  therefor,  and 
the  powder  was  very  becoming  to  her.  To  see  her  thus  was 
to  adore  her.  She  smiled  graciously  at  the  sculptor.  Sarra- 
sine,  disgusted  beyond  measure  at  finding  himself  unable  to 
speak  to  her  without  witnesses,  courteously  seateil  himself 
beside  her,  and  discoursed  of  music,  extolling  her  prodigious 
talent ;  but  his  voice  trembled  with  love  and  fear  and  hope. 

"'What  do  you  fear?"  queried  Vitagliani.  the  most  cele- 
brated singer  in  the  troupe.  'Go  on.  you  have  no  rival  here 
to  fear.' 

"After  he  had  said  this  the  tenor  smiled  silently.  The  lips 
of  all  the  guests  repeated  that  smile,  in  which  there  was  a 
lurking  expression  of  malice  likely  to  escape  a  lover.  The 
publicity  of  his  love  was  like  a  sudden  dagger-thrust  in  Sar- 
rasine's  heart.  Although  possessed  of  a  certain  strength  of 
character,  and  although  nothing  that  might  happen  could 
subdue  the  violence  of  his  passicm.  it  had  not  before  occurred 
to  him  that  La  Zambinella  was  almost  a  courtesan,  and  that 
he  could  not  hope  to  enjoy  at  one  and  the  same  time  the  pure 
didights  which  make  a  maiden's  love  so  sweet,  and  the  pas- 
sienat(>  transports  with  which  <mr  must  purchase  the  perilous 
favors  of  an  actress.     He  reflected  and  resigned  himself  to  his 
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f.itc.     The  .supper  wji-^  soncd.     Sarrasiiir  and  La  Zanibinella 
-cated   thonisi'lvcs  side   by   i^idc   without   ccrciiKiriy.      Durinj? 
the  first  lialf  of  the  fca^t  the  artists  exercised  some  restraint, 
.md  the  sculj)tor  was  al)!e  to  eoDverse  with  the  sinjrer.     He 
found   that  she  was  very   bri-lit   and  ([ui(  k-witted ;  but   she 
.'.as  aiuaziii-,d_v  JLTnoranl  and  s.'eiued  weal<  and  superstitious. 
1  he  delicacy  of  Ikt  orpins  was  rej>rodnced  in  her  understand- 
n;:.     Wlien  Vita;:liani  opened  the  first  botth-  of  ehampapno, 
Sarrasine  read  in  his  nei<,dibor's  eyes  a  .-hrinkinir  dread  of  the 
'■'■port   caused   by   the   release  of  tlie  pis.     The  involuntary 
-iiiidder  of  that  thorou^^dily  feminine  teniperainent  was  inter- 
inted  l)y  the  amorous  artist  as  indicatiiiir  .'.vtri'ine  delicacv  of 
!'flin-r.     This  weakne.'^s  delijrhted  the  Frenchman.     There  is 
-o  much  of  the  element  of  protection  in  a  man's  love! 
"  'You  may  make  use  of  my  power  as  a  shield  !' 
"Is  not  that  .'sentence  written  at  the  root  of  all  declarations 
•  >l  low?    Sarrasine.  who  was  too  passionately  in  love  to  make 
line  speeches  to  the  fair  Italian,  was,  like  all  lover.*,  grave, 
.i'lvial,  meditative,  by  turns.     Althou<,di  ho  seemed  to  listen 
lo  the  guests,  he  did  not  hear  a  word  that  they  said,  he  was 
-o  wrapp       up  in  the  pleasure  of  sitting  by  her  side,  of  touch- 
ing her  hand,  of  waiting  on  iier.    lie  was  swimming  in  a  sea 
<d'  concealed  joy.     Dt    j)ite  the  eloquence  of  divers  glances  they 
iAchanged,  he  was  amazed  at  La  Zanibiindhrs  continued  re- 
MTve  toward  him.     She  had  begun,  it  is  true,  by  touching 
Lis  foot  with  hers  and  stimulating  his  passion  with  the  mis- 
chievous pleasure  of  a  woman  who  is  free  and  in  love;  but 
-!ie  liad  suddenly  enveloped  herself  in  maidenly  modesty,  after 
Mie  had  heard  Sarrasine  relate  an  incident  which  illustrated 
i!if  e.xtn  ine  violence  of  his  temper.    When  the  supper  became 
I  debauch,  the  gnests  began  to  sing,  inspired  by  the  Peralta 
"id  the  Pcdro-Ximenes.     There  were  fascinating  duets,  Cala- 
■  lian  ballads. Spanish  srquidilln.'i.iuu]  Neapolitan  ramonettrs. 
i'runkcnness  was  in  all  eyes,  in  the  music,  in  the  hearts  and 
.'ices  of  the  guests.    There  was  a  sudden  overflow  of  bewitch- 
ii:  vivacity,  of  cordial  unconstraint.  of  Italian  good  nature, 
f  which  no  words  can  convey  an  idea  to  those  who  know  only 
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the  evoninij  parties  of  Paris,  the  nnits  of  London,  or  tlie  clubs 
of  Vienn.'..  .Jests  and  words  of  lov  llcw  from  side  to  side 
like  bullets  in  a  liattU'.  amid  iauLditer,  impieties,  invocations 
to  the  Hlesscd  Virj:in  or  the  Ilaiiibirnt.  One  man  lay  on  a  sofa 
and  fell  a>ieep.  A  younij  woman  listened  to  a  declaration, 
unconseio'is  that  ^he  was  spillinir  Xcres  wine  on  the  table- 
cloth. Amid  all  this  confusion  La  Zand)inella.  as  if  terror- 
stricken,  seemed  lost  in  thought.  .She  refused  to  drink,  but 
ate  perhaps  a  little  too  much;  but  pluttony  is  attractive  in 
women,  it  is  said.  Sarrasine.  ailmiriiii:  his  mistress"  modesty. 
ind\d;red  in  serious  reflections  concerning:  the  future. 

"  'She  desires  to  be  married,  I  presume."  he  said  to  himself. 

"Thereupon  he  abandoned  himself  to  blissful  anticipations 
of  marriage  with  her.  It  seemed  to  him  that  his  whole  life 
would  be  too  short  to  exhaust  the  living  spring  of  happiness 
which  he  found  in  the  depths  of  hi.'  heart.  Vitagliani,  who  sat 
on  his  other  side,  filled  his  glass  so  often  that,  about  three 
in  the  morning,  Sarrasine.  while  not  absolutely  drunk,  was 
powerless  to  resist  his  delirious  passion.  Tn  a  moment  of 
frenzy  he  seized  the  woman  and  carried  her  to  a  sort  of  bou- 
doir which  opened  from  the  salon,  and  toward  which  he  had 
more  than  once  turned  his  eyes.  The  Italian  was  armed  with 
a  dagger. 

"'If  you  come  near  me,"  she  said.  'I  .=hall  be  compelled  to 
plunge  this  blade  into  your  heart.  Go!  you  would  despise 
me.  I  have  conceivt'd  too  great  a  respect  for  your  character  to 
abandon  myself  to  you  thus.  I  do  not  choose  to  destroy  the 
sentiment   with   which  you  honor  me.' 

"'Ah!'  said  Sarrasine,  'to  stimulate  a  passion  is  a  pour 
way  to  extinguish  it !  .\re  you  already  so  corrupt  that,  being 
old  in  heart,  you  act  like  a  young  prostitute  who  inflames  the 
emotions  in  which  she  trades?" 

"  'Why.  this  is  Friday,'  she  replied.  alarme<l  by  the  French- 
man's violence. 

"Sarrasine.  who  was  not  piously  inclined,  began  to  laugh. 
La  Zambinella  gave  a  bound  like  a  young  deer,  and  darted 
into  the  salon.     When  Sarrasine  appeared,  running  after  her, 
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lie  \va!<  welcomed  by  a  roar  of  infernal  laii>,'liter.  Tie  saw  La 
Zaiiihinella  .swooning  on  a  sofa.  Slie  was  verv  palo,  as  if  ex- 
hausted by  the  extraordinary  effort  >l!('  had  made.  Altliouirh 
S.irrasine  knew  i)ul  little  Italian,  he  niKliTstood  his  mistros.s 
when  she  said  to  \'ita;:liaiii  in  a  low  voice: 

'•'But  he  will  kill  niel" 

"This  strange  seene  abashed  the  sculptor.  II is  reason  re- 
I'lrned.  lie  stood  still  for  a  niomciit  :  ihci  ]v  recovered  his 
-jiceeh,  sat  down  beside  his  mistress,  and  a.-Mircil  her  of  Ids 
jirofoiind  respect,  lie  found  strength  to  hold  his  passion  in 
.iicck  while  talking  to  her  in  the  most  exaltc.l  strain;  and,  to 
'Inscribe  his  love,  he  displayed  all  the  treasuns  of  eloquence 
-  -that  sorcerer,  that  friendly  interpreter,  whom  women  rarely 
.'■•■fu.^e  to  believe.  When  the  first  ra\s  oi'  dawn  surprised  the 
i'oon  companions,  some  woman  suggested  ihat  thev  go  to  Fras- 
i.iti.  One  and  all  welcomed  with  loud  applause  the  idea  of 
passing  the  day  at  Villa  Ludovisi.  \'itagliani  went  down  to 
hire  carriages.  Sarrasine  had  the  good  fortune  to  drive  La 
Zambinella  in  a  phaeton.  When  tliey  had  left  Home  behind, 
Mie  merriment  of  tho  party,  repressed  for  a  moment  by  the 
liattle  they  had  all  been  fighting  against  drowsiness,  suddenlv 
■iwoke.  All,  men  and  women  alike,  seemeil  accustotued  to  that 
strange  life,  that  constant  round  of  pleasures,  that  artistic 
•  nerg}-,  which  makes  of  life  one  never  ending  fi'tr,  where 
l.iughter  reigns,  unchecked  by  fear  of  the  future.  The  scidp- 
tor's  companion  was  the  only  one  who  seemed  out  of  spirits. 

"'Are  you  ill?"  Sarrasine  asked  her.  'Would  you  prefer  to 
go  home?' 

"'I  am  not  strong  enough  to  stand  all  this  dissipation,' 
>lie  replied.  'I  have  to  be  very  careful ;  but  1  feel  .'jo  happy 
V.  ith  you!  Except  for  you,  I  should  not  have  remained  to 
this  supper;  a  night  like  this  takes  away  all  my  freshness.' 

"'You  are  so  delicate!'  rejoined  Sarra-ine.  gazing  in  rap- 
ture at  the  charming  creature's  dainty  features. 

"'Dissipation  ruins  my  voice.' 

" 'Xow  that  we  are  alone."  cried  the  arti>t.  'aii<t  that 
!  o  longer  have  reason  to  fear  the  eirer\e,M  eiice  (j" 
till  me  that  vou  love  nie.' 


vnu 
my  passion, 


;' 


l! 


316 


SARRASINK 


-  -  .i« 


"'Why?'  siiid  sli(> :  'for  wlnit  LTood  purpose?  Vou  think  me 
pretty.  But  you  arc  n  Frenchman,  and  your  fancy  will  pass 
awav.    Ah  I  vou  would  not  love  me  as  I  should  like  to  bo  loved.' 

""'How  ?'  ■ 

" 'I'unly.  with  no  jninjilin.ir  of  vulfrar  passion.  I  abhor 
men  even  more,  pii-hap-.  tliaii  I  hate  women.  I  need  '  >.ike 
refu;:e  in  friend>lii]i.  The  world  is  a  desert  to  me.  I  am  an 
accursed  creature,  doomed  to  understand  happiness,  to  feel  it, 
to  desire  it.  and  like  many,  many  others,  comp<'lled  to  see  it 
alwavs  fly  f'om  nie.  I'emendw'r.  siLMior.  that  I  have  not  de- 
ceived you.  I  forhid  you  to  love  me.  I  can  he  a  devoted  friend 
to  you.  for  I  admire  your  slren;:th  of  will  and  your  character. 
1  need  a  iirother,  a  protector.  Be  both  of  those  to  mo,  hut 
nothing  more.' 

"  'And  not  love  you  I"  cried  Sarrasine;  'but  you  are  my  life, 
my  happiness,  dear  anpd  I" 

"'If  1  should  say  a  word,  you  would  .spurn  mo  with  hor- 
ror.' 

'■ '("(xji.etto!  nothing  oan  fri;,diten  mo.  Tell  me  th<it  you 
will  cost  me  my  whole  future,  that  1  >hall  die  two  months 
hence,  that  I  shall  he  damned  for  having  kissed  you  but 
once ' 

".\nd  he  kissed  her,  des|.ite  I-a  Zambinella's  efforts  to  avoid 
that  passionate  caress. 

"  'Tell  me  that  you  are  a  demon,  that  I  must  give  you  my 
fortune,  my  Tuime.  all  my  renown !  Would  you  have  me  cease 
to  be  a  sculptor?    Speak.' 

" 'Sup]io-"  I  were  not  a  woman?'  queried  I.a  Zambinella, 
timidly,  in  a  sweet,  silvery  voice. 

"  '.\  merry  jest  I'  cried  Sarrasine.  'Think  you  that  you  can 
deceive  an  artist's  eye?  Have  I  not.  for  ten  days  past,  ad- 
mired, examined,  devoured,  thy  ]ierfections?  Xono  but  a 
woman  can  have  this  soft  and  beautifully  rounded  arm,  these 
graceful  outlines.     Ah  I  you  -  ck  compliments!' 

"She  smiled  sadlv.  and  murmured: 

"'Fatal  beauty!'' 


'She  raised  her  eves  to  the  skv. 


At  that  moment,  there 
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uas  in  licr  c}X'S  an  indcfinnLlc  I'Njircssion  of  horror,  so  start- 
im^'.  so  intense,  that  Sarra.-ine  shiHldcrt'd. 

" 'Signor  Frciichiiiaii,'  slio  contimuMJ.  'forget  forever  a 
iiiDiiicnt's  madness  I  esteem  you.  Imt  a-  for  love,  do  not  ask 
i:ie  for  that ;  tliat  sentiinent  is  ^ulFocated  in  my  heart.  I  have 
i:o  heart  I'  she  cried,  weepini,'  hitterly.  'The  sta<;e  on  which 
\oii  saw  nie,  the  applause,  tlie  luusic.  the  ri'iiown  to  which  I 
,:iii  coiidonined — those  an;  my  life;  I  have  no  other.  A  few 
h'lurs  hence  vou  will  no  lonijcr  look  unoii  me  with  the  same 
'Vcs.   the   woman   you   love   will    lie   dead.' 

"The  sculptor  did  not  reply.  lie  was  seized  with  a  dull 
ra,i:e  which  contracted  his  heart.  He  could  do  nothintr  hut 
L'aze  at  that  extraordinary  woman,  with  intlamed.  burning 
I  e«.  That  feeble  voice.  I.a  Zamhineila"s  attitude,  manners, 
and  gestures,  instinct  with  dejection,  melancholy,  and  dis- 
(ouragement,  reawakened  in  his  soul  all  thi'  treasure^  of  pas- 
sion. Each  word  was  a  spur.  At  that  moment,  they  arrived 
at  Frascati.  V»'hen  the  artist  held  out  his  arms  to  help  liis 
ni'^tross  to  alight,  he  felt  that  she  trembled  from  head  to  foot. 

"  'What  is  the  matter?  You  would  kill  me."  he  cried,  seeing 
that  she  turned  ])ale,  'if  you  should  suffer  the  slightest  pain 
i>f  which  I  am,  even  innocently,  the  cause.' 

"'A  snake  I'  she  said,  pointing  to  a  reptile  which  was  glid- 
ing along  tlie  edge  of  a  ditch.  'I  am  afraid  of  the  disgusting 
creatures.' 

"Sarrasine  crushed  the  snake's  head  with  a  blow  of  his  foot. 

" 'IIow  could  you  dare  to  do  it?'  said  La  Zambinella,  gaz- 
;iig  at  the  dead  reptile  with  visible  terror. 

" 'Aha  I'  said  the  artist,  with  a  smile,  'would  you  venture 
to  say  now  that  you  are  not  a  woman  ?' 

"They  joined  their  companions  and  walked  through  the 
uoods  of  Villa  Ludovisi,  which  at  that  time  belonged  to  Car- 
iHnal  Cicognara.  The  morning  passed  all  too  swiftly  for  the 
iimorous  sculptor,  but  it  was  crowded  with  incidents  which 
'aid  bare  to  him  the  coquetr}-,  the  weakness,  the  daintiness,  of 
'lat  pliant,  inert  soul.  She  was  a  true  woman  with  her  sud- 
il(  n  terrors,  her  unreasoning  caprices,  her  instinctive  worries, 
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her  causeless  aiuiacity,  her  bravado,  and  her  fascinating  deli- 
cacy of  feeliiif,'.  At  one  time,  as  the  merry  Utile  jtarty  of  sing- 
ers ventured  out  into  the  open  country,  they  saw  at  some  dis- 
tance a  nuniljer  of  men  arnnd  to  the  teeth,  whose  costume  was 
bv  no  means  reassuriu''.  At  the  words.  'Those  are  hriirandsl' 
they  all  (juickened  their  {)ace  in  order  to  reach  the  shelter  of 
the  wall  enclosing:  the  cardinal's  villa.  At  that  critical  mo- 
ment Sarrasine  saw  from  La  ZambincllaV  manner  that  she  no 
longer  had  strength  to  walk  ;  he  took  her  in  his  arms  and  car- 
ried her  for  some  distance,  running.  When  he  was  within 
call  of  a  vineyard  near  by,  he  set  his  mistress  down. 

"'Tell  me."  he  siiid,  'why  it  is  that  this  extreme  weakness, 
which  in  anotlicr  woman  would  be  hideous,  would  disgust  me, 
so  that  the  slightest  indication  of  it  would  be  enough  to  de- 
stroy my  love. — why  is  it  that  in  you  it  pleases  me,  fascinateg 
me?  Oh.  how  I  love  you  I'  he  continued.  'All  your  faults, 
your  frights,  your  petty  foii)les.  add  an  indescribable  charm 
to  your  character,  i  feel  that  T  should  detest  a  Sappho,  a 
strong,  couragt'ous  woman,  overflowing  with  energy  and  pas- 
sion. 0  sweet  and  fragile  creature!  how  couldst  thou  be 
otherwise?  That  angel's  voice,  that  refined  voice,  would  have 
been  an  anachronism  coming  from  any  other  breast  than 
thine.' 

"  'I  can  give  you  no  hope.'  she  said.  Tease  to  speak  thus 
to  me.  for  people  would  make  sport  of  you.  It  is  impossible 
for  me  to  shut  the  door  of  the  theatre  to  you  ;  but  if  vou  love 
me.  or  if  you  are  wi.'^e.  you  will  come  there  no  more.  Listen  to 
me.  mons'(>ur.'"  she  continu<'d  in  a  grave  voice. 

"  'Oh.  hush  !'  said  the  excited  artist.  'Obstacles  inflame  the 
love  in  my  heart.' 

"La  Zambinella  maintained  a  graceful  and  modest  attitude; 
but  she  held  her  peace,  as  if  a  terrible  thought  had  suddenly 
revealed  some  catastrophe.  When  it  was  time  to  return  to 
Kome  she  entered  a  berlin  with  four  .«eats,  bidding  the  sculp- 
tor, with  a  cruelly  imperious  air,  to  return  alone  in  the  phae- 
ton. On  the  road.  Sarrasine  determined  to  carry  off  La  Zam- 
binella.    He  passed  the  whole  day  forming  plans,  each  more 
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•'xtravagant  than  the  last.  At  ni^'litfall,  a>-  ho  was  going  out 
Ik  uuimrc  of  t^oniebudy  where  his  nu.-trc^s  lived,  he  met  one 
•  >{  his  fellow-artists  at  the  door. 

•'  'My  dear  fellow/  he  said,  "I  am  sent  by  our  aml)assador 
to  invite  you  to  come  to  tiie  embassy  this  evening.  He  gives  a 
magnificent  concert,  and  when  J  tell  you  that  La  Zambinella 

will  be  there * 

"'Zambinella!'  cried  Sarrasine,  thrown  into  delirium  by 
that  name;  'I  am  mad  with  love  of  her." 
"'You  are  like  everybody  cl,~e,'  rejilied  his  comrade. 
"  'But  if  you  are  friends  of  mine,  you  and  Vien  and  Lauter- 
i'ourg  and  Allegrain,  you  will  lend  me  your  assistance  for  a 
'onp  de  main,  after  the  entertainment,  will  you  not?'  asked 
Sarrasine. 

"'There's  no  cardinal  to  be  killed?  no ?' 

"'Xo,  no!'  said  Sarrasine.  'I  ask  nothing  of  you  that  men 
of  honor  may  not  do.' 

"In  a  few  moments  the  sculptor  laid  all  his  plans  to  as- 
sure the  success  of  his  enterprise.  He  was  one  of  the  last  to 
arrive  at  the  ambassador's,  but  he  went  thither  in  a  traveling 
( arriage  drawn  by  fonr  stout  h(u->es  and  driven  by  one  of  the 
jnost  skilful  vetturini  in  Home.  The  ambassador's  palace 
was  full  of  people;  not  without  dinieulty  did  the  .«culptor, 
whom  nobody  knew,  make  his  way  to  the  salon  where  La  Zam- 
iiinella  was  :-inging  .it  that  moment. 

"  'It  must  be  in  deference  to  all  the  cardinals,  bishops,  and 
nhhh  who  are  here,'  said  Sarrasine.  'that  she  is  dressed  as  a 
man,  that  she  has  curly  hair  which  i^hc  wears  in  a  bag,  and 
that  she  has  a  sword  at  her  side?' 

"'She!  what  she?'  rejoined  the  old  nobleman  whom  Sarra- 
-ine  addres.scd. 
"  'La  Zambinella." 

"'IjSl  Zambinella!'  echoed  the  Roman  prince.  'Are  vou 
jesting?  Whence  have  you  come?  I)j,|  n  woman  ever  appear 
;n  a  Roman  theatre?  And  do  you  not  know  what  sort  of  crea- 
uires  play  female  parts  within  the  d()mains  of  the  Pope?  It 
>'  as  I,  monsieur,  who  endowed  Zambinella  with  his  voice.     I 
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paid  ill)  tho  knavo's  t'.xpciix-.  even  his  toachcr  in  sinfrinp.  Ami 
lie  has  so  little  jrratitiidi'  f'nr  thr  service  I  have  done  him  that 
he  has  never  lieeti  willing'  to  step  inside  my  house.  And  yet, 
if  lie  make-  his  t'ortiuie,  he  will  owe  it  all  to  me.' 

"I'rinee  ('hi<ri  nM;:ht  have  talked  on  forever.  Sarrasino  ditl 
not  listen  to  him.  .\  ;.dia>tly  trnth  had  found  its  way  into  hi- 
miiid.  lie  was  -trieki'ii  a-  if  !i\  a  tliiPMlerhnlt.  He  stood  like 
a  statue,  his  eyes  fastened  on  the  sinirer.  IJi-  (lattiinj;  irlanei' 
exerted  a  sort  of  mairnetie  inlluenee  on  Zandiinella.  for  ho 
tnrned  Ids  eyes  at  hi'^t  in  Sarra>ine"s  direction,  and  his  divine 
voice  faltered.  He  ircmiilefl!  An  involuntary  nnirmur  ps- 
eaped  the  audience,  which  he  held  fast  as  if  fastened  to  hi^ 
lips:  and  that  eompletely  disconcerted  him;  he  stopped  in 
the  middle  of  the  aria  he  was  sin;:inij  and  sat  down.  Cardinal 
( 'icn-jnara.  who  ha<l  watched  from  the  corner  of  his  eye  the 
directifm  of  his  jiruli'i/i's  ^dance.  i-aw  the  Frenchman ;  ho 
leaned  toward  oih>  of  his  ecclesiastical  aides-de-camp,  and  ap- 
parently a>ked  the  sculptor's  name.  When  ho  had  ohtained 
the  reply  he  desired  he  scrutinized  the  artist  with  irreat  at- 
tention and  <rave  orders  to  an  uhhi'.  who  instantly  disappeared, 
^leanwhile  Zamhinella.  havin^^  recovered  his  self-possession, 
resumed  the  aria  he  had  so  capriciously  hrokcn  off:  hut  he 
san<i'  hadly.  and  refused,  despite  all  the  persistent  appeal? 
showered  upon  him.  to  sin<r  anything  else.  It  was  tho  first 
time  he  had  exhibited  that  humorsonie  tyranny,  which,  at  ;i 
later  date,  contributed  no  less  to  his  celebrity  than  his  talon! 
and  his  vast  fortune,  which  was  said  to  be  duo  to  his  beaut} 
as  much  as  to  his  voice. 

"  'It's  a  woman.'  said  Sarrasino.  thinkinjj  that  no  one  could 
overhear  him.  'There's  some  secret  intrisrue  beneath  all  this 
Cardinal  Cicoirnara  is  hoodwinkina:  the  Pope  and  tho  whole 
city  of  Rome  I' 

"The  sculptor  at  once  loft  the  salnn.  assembled  his  friends 
and  lav  in  wait  in  tl.-  courtyard  of  tho  palace.  Wben  Zam- 
binolla  was  assured  of  Sarrasine's  departure  he  seemed  tc 
recover  bis  tranquillity  in  some  nieasure.  ,\bout  midnijrht 
after  wandering  through  the  salons  like  a  man  looking  for  ar 
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■  Mtrny,  the  inttsira  left  tlic  party.  A-  he  passed  tlirniifrli  tlic 
;  .ilacc  fxato  lie  was  seized  hy  men  wlio  dd'ily  ;:a;:Lred  liitii  witli 

iiandkereliief  and  j)la(ed  liini  in  tli"  (  arriairr  hired  hy  Sar- 
'  !-ine.  Frozen  with  terror,  Zanii)ini'na  lay  iiack  in  a  corntT, 
!:■>!  daring  to  move  a  miisch'.     He  saw  hefore  him  tlie  terrihle 

■  nc  of  the  artist,  who  maintained  a  deathlike  silence.  Tlie 
,  .uniey  was  a  short  one.  Zamhinella.  kuhiapjied  hy  Sarra- 
■!iie.  soon  found  Iiim.-tdf  in  a  dark,  l)are  studio.  He  sat,  half 
'!''ad,  upon  a  ehair,  liardly  daring  to  glance  at  a  statue  of  a 
Ai'man,  in  which  lie  recognized  his  own  features.  He  did  not 
litter  a  word,  hut  his  teeth  were  chattering;  he  was  paralyzed 
•Ailli  fear.  Sarrasine  was  striding  up  an<I  down  the  studio. 
Suddenly  he  halted  in  front  of  Zamhinella. 

''  'Tell  me  the  truth.'  he  said,  in  a  changed  and  hollow  voice. 

\re  you  not  a  wonum?     Cardinal  Cicognara ' 

'•Zamhinella  fell  on  his  knees,  and  re[)lied  only  hy  hanging 
liis  head. 

"  'Ah  I  you  are  a  woman  I'  cried  the  artist  in  a  frenzy ;  'for 
iven  a ' 

"He  did  not  finish  the  sentence. 

"  'No,'  he  continued,  'even  lir  could  not  he  so  utterly  hase.' 

"  'Oh,  do  not  kill  me  !'  cried  Zand)inella,  hursting  into  tears. 
'I  consented  to  deceive  you  only  to  gratify  my  comrades,  who 
wanted  an  opportunity  to  laugh.' 

"  'Laugh  I'  echoed  the  .<culptor.  in  a  voice  in  which  there  was 
a  ring  of  infernal  ferocity.  'Laugh  I  laugh  I  You  dared  to 
make  sport  of  a  man's  passion — you  ?' 

"'Oh,  mercy!'  cried  Zamhinella. 

"  'I  ought  to  kill  yor  I'  shouted  Sarrasine,  drawing  his  sword 
in  an  outburst  of  rage.  'Rut."  he  continued,  with  cold  dis- 
liain,  'if  I  searched  your  whole  heing  with  this  hlade,  should  I 
tind  there  any  sentiment  to  hlot  out.  anything  with  which  to 
sitisfy  my  thirst  for  vengeance?  You  are  nothing!  If  you 
were  a  man  or  a  woman,  I  would  kill  you.  hut ' 

"Sarrasine  made  a  gesture  of  disgust,  and  turned  his  face 
iway;  thereupon  he  noticed  the  statue. 

"  'And  that  is  a  delusion  !'  he  cried. 
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"Tlicn,  tiiriiin;:  to  Zarnbinella  htkc  more,  ho  continued: 

'•'A  wuiiiair.<  liiart  wa>  tu  iiic  a  place  <tf  rcfuj.'t',  a  fatluT 
land.  Have  vdii  >ist(i>  ulio  n'M'Uiiilc  your  No.  Thou  die 
But  no,  y(ju  >liall  iivc.  To  Icavr  you  your  lift'  is  to  doom  yoi 
to  a  fate  \vur~i>  than  ilralli.  1  n';:r('t  iicillicr  my  blood  no: 
my  life,  liui  my  riiliiir  ami  the  forluMc  of  my  heart.  You; 
weak  liaiiil  lia-  nvcrl  iinu  il  my  happiiios.  What  liope  can  I 
('.\(ort  t'niiii  \nu  in  jtlacr  of  all  those  you  have  destroyed 
You  have  l.idULdit  me  down  to  your  level.  I'o  luiv,  to  br  loved 
arc  heneefnrth  meaniii^de.-s  words  to  me,  as  to  you.  I  shal 
m^ver  eea.-e  to  think  nf  ijial  imaj,Mnary  woman  when  1  see  i 
real    Wdinaii." 

''He  pniiited  Id  tile  statue  with  a  j.a'sturo  of  despair. 

"'I  shall  always  have  in  my  memory  a  divine  harpy  wlu 
will  hury  her  talons  in  all  my  manly  .sentiments,  and  wIk 
will  stamp  all  other  women  with  a  >eal  of  imperfeetion.  Moii 
ster  I  you.  who  can  <rjve  life  to  nothin<jr,  have  swept  all  womci 
off  the  face  of  the  earth.* 

"Sarrasine  ideated  himself  in  front  of  the  terrified  singer 
Two  great  tears  came  from  his  dry  eyes,  roUeil  down  hi 
swarthy  cheeks,  ami  fell  to  the  lloor — two  tears  of  rage,  tw^ 
scalding,  hurning  tears. 

"  'An  end  of  love  I  1  am  dead  to  all  pleasure,  to  all  humai 
emotions  I" 

"As  he  spoke,  he  seized  a  hammer  and  hurled  it  at  the  statu 
with  such  excessive  force  that  he  missed  it.  He  thought  tha 
he  had  destroyed  that  monument  of  his  madness,  and  there 
upon  he  drew  his  swoni  again,  and  rai.sed  it  to  kill  the  singei 
Zamhinella  uttereil  shrii  k  after  shriek.  Three  men  burst  int 
the  studio  at  that  moment,  and  the  sculptor  fell,  pierced  b 
three  daggers. 

"  'From  C'ardiiuil  Cicog^nara,'  said  one  of  the  men. 

"'A  benefaction  worthy  of  a  Christian/  retorted  th 
J^rcnchman,  as  he  breathed  his  last. 

"These  ominou:-  emissaries  told  Zanibinella  of  the  anxict 
of  his  patron,  who  was  waiting  at  the  door  in  a  closed  carriag 
in  order  to  take  him  away  as  soon  as  he  was  set  at  liberty." 
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"But."  said    Miuiiiinc  <! 


IJnclii'lldc.   ■•what   conni'ction   '\a 


!l)(T(   U'tweon  tliis  sturv  aixl  tin-  little  old  nmu  wc  saw  at  the 
l..uitvs'?' 

•■-vladamo,  Cai'liiial  CiiMjrnara  i  ok  f»ossos.-ion  of  Zamhi- 
nclla's  statue  ami  iiad  it  npriMJuced  in  t'larlile;  it  is  in  the 
Ml.ani  Miiscnni  l-.-dav.  In  Kill  the  I,ant.\  family  discovered 
il  there,  and  a>kv<l  Vieii  to  coin  it.  The  juirtrait  whieli 
howed  you  Zaml.inclla  at  twenty,  a  moment  after  you  had 
-ren  him  as  a  (entenarian.  afterward  fijrured  in  (Jirodet's 
l.ihli/hiiuii :  you  yourself  rei  tj^Muzi'd  the  type  in  Adonit." 

"Hut   this  Zamhinel!      male  or   female " 

"Must  he,  madanie.  Marianiiia's  niaterii:il  ;,'reat  iinclp.  You 
can  conceive  now  Madame  de  Linity's  interest  in  concealing 
the  source  of  a  fortune  which  comes " 

"Enoii^di  I"  s-iid  she,  with  an  iiniierioiis  ;,'esturo. 

We  remained  '  )r  a  moment  in  the  mo>t  |)rofound  silence. 

"Well  r  I  said  at  last. 

"All!"  she  cried,  rising  ami  pacing  the  floor. 

She  came  and  lo<^ked  me  in  the  faci'.  and  said  in  an  altered 
voice : 

"You  have  disgusted  me  with  life  and  passion  for  a  long 
lime  to  come.  Leaving  monstrosities  aside,  are  no;  dl  human 
sentiments  dissolved  thus,  hy  glia.-tly  disillusionment?  ('  '1- 
dren  torture  mothers  hy  tlieir  had  conduct,  or  tln'ir  lack  of 
alTection.  Wives  are  hetrayed.  Mistresses  are  cast  aside, 
abandoned.  Talk  of  friendship!  Is  there  such  a  th  g!  I 
would  turn  pious  to-morrow  if  I  did  not  know  that  I  (.,n  re- 
iiain  like  the  inaccessihle  summit  of  a  cliff  amid  the  temjjests 
"f  life.  If  the  future  of  tlie  Christian  i>  an  illusion  too,  at  all 
■vents  it  is  not  destroved  until  after  ileath.     Leave  mo  to  niy- 

-rlf." 

"All!"  yd'ul  1.  "you  know  how  to  puni.-h." 

"Am  I  in  the  wrong?" 

"Yes,-'  I  replied,  with  a  .sort  of  desperat  >  courage.     "By 

'inishing  this  story,  wiiicli  is  well  known  in  Italv.  I  can  give 

ou  an  e.\c^!!ent  idea  of  the  progress  made  li\   ihe  civilization 

•1'  the  present  day.    There  are  none  of  those  wntched     rea- 

lures  now" 
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"Par's,"  snid  -Ih',  "is  mi  cxcei'dinjily  hospitable  placo;  it 
Wflcoiiii's  (iiic  mill  ;ill,  fortuiii-"  stained  with  >hamf,  mid  I'nr- 
tuiif.-  staiiiid  with  l)h>nd.  Crime  and  infamy  have  a  ri^dit  of 
usivlum  here;  sirtiH'  alniif  i>  witlioiit  altars.  Hut  pure  hearts 
have  a  fatht  rlaiiil  in  la  avcii !  No  one  will  have  known  me! 
I  am  pnmd  of  it.  " 

And  the  marchioness  was  lost  in  thought. 


?!-• 


EP»'»^rit>t'zr':» 


FACING  CANE 


1  oNOE  used  to  livo  in  a  littlo  ^t^(■l■t  which  pmhablv  is  not 
known  to  you — the  Hue  do  Ii<'s<li<:ui('Tt>s.  It  is  a  turninj? 
Mit  of  tho  Hue  Saint-. \til()inc.  l)f;riiiiiinLr  jn-t  opposite  a  foun- 
!.iin  ni'ur  tlic  IMacc  <lc  la  Ha.-tillc.  nnd  rtidiii^:  in  the  Hue  (1(! 
l.i  (VriMiie.  Ijdw  of  knowIcdi,'t'  stranded  nir  in  a  jrarrct ;  my 
ni«.'lits  I  spent  iu  work,  niy  days  in  reading  at  tlic  HihliothtVjue 
d'Urleans,  close  i)y.  I  li\cd  frn;:aliy.  I  had  aiccptcd  tiic  con- 
ditions of  the  monastic*  life,  necessary  conditions  for  every 
unrker,  scarcely  permittinjx  myself  a  walk  aloii;:  the  Roulcvard 
iSourdon  when  the  weather  was  fine.  One  pa>sion  only  had 
f'ower  to  draw  me  from  my  studies;  and  yet.  what  was  that 
passion  but  a  study  of  another  kind?  '  u.-^ed  to  watch  the 
manners  and  customs  of  the  Fauhourjr.  its  inhabitants,  and 
their  characteristics.  As  I  dressed  no  bettor  than  a  working 
man,  and  cared  notliiufj  for  appearances,  I  did  not  put  them 
on  their  guard;  I  could  join  a  group  and  look  on  while  they 
drove  bargains  or  wrangled  among  thcin.<elves  on  their  way 
liomc  from  work.  Even  then  observation  had  come  to  be  an 
instinct  with  me;  a  faculty  of  penetrating  to  the  .>;oul  without 
neglecting  the  body;  or  rather,  a  power  of  grasj)ing  external 
details  so  thoroughly  that  they  never  detained  me  for  a  mo- 
ment, and  at  once  I  passed  beyond  and  through  them.  I  could 
'  nter  into  the  life  of  the  human  creatures  whom  I  watched, 
just  as  the  dervish  in  the  Araliian  Xigltts  could  pass  into  anv 
-lul  or  body  after  pronouncing  a  certain  formula. 

If  I  met  a  working  nuin  and  his  wife  in  the  streets  l)etwoen 
'  Icven  o'clock  and  midnight  on  their  way  home  from  the  Am- 
■  'iLni  Comique,  I  used  to  amuse  riiyself  l)y  following  them 
!'rom  the  Boulevard  du  Pont  aux  Choux  to  the  Boulevard 
Heaumarchais.  The  good  folk  wcudd  begin  ]^y  talking  about 
lie  play;  then  from  one  thing  to  another  they  would  como  to 
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their  own  affairs,  ami  tlir  niotiicr  wonlil  walk  on  and  on,  heed- 
let^s  of  complaints  or  (|ii('>tioii  from  the  little  one  that  dragf^ed 
at  her  hand,  while  she  and  her  hu>han(l  reckoned  uji  the  wages 
to  he  paid  on  the  morrow,  and  spent  the  money  in  a  score  of 
different  ways.  Then  came  domestic  <letails,  lamentations 
over  the  excessive  dearni'ss  of  potatoes,  (j.  the  length  of  the 
winter  and  the  high  j)ricr  of  hlock  fmd,  together  with  forcihle 
represi-ntations  of  amounts  owing  lo  the  haker,  einling  in  an 
acrinionious  dispute,  in  the  course  of  which  such  couples 
reveal  their  characters  in  picturfH|ii('  language.  As  I  listrned, 
]  could  make  their  lives  mine.  I  felt  their  rags  on  my  hack,  I 
walked  with  their  gaping  shoes  on  my  feet  ;  their  cravings, 
their  needs,  had  all  passed  into  my  soul,  or  my  soul  had  passed 
into  theirs.  It  was  the  dream  of  a  waking  man.  I  wa.ved  hot 
with  them  over  the  foreman's  tyranny,  or  the  had  customers 
that  made  them  call  again  ami  again  for  payment. 

To  come  out  of  my  own  ways  of  lifi',  to  he  another  than  my- 
self througli  a  kind  of  intoxication  of  the  intellectual  facul- 
ties, and  to  play  this  game  at  will,  sucli  was  my  recreation. 
Whence  comes  the  gift?  Is  it  a  kind  of  .-econd  sight?  Is  it 
one  of  those  powers  which  when  ahu>i'd  end  in  madness?  I 
have  never  trieil  to  di.M'over  its  source:  I  possess  it.  I  u.-^e  it, 
that  is  all.  Rut  this  it  hehoves  you  to  know,  that  in  tliose  days 
I  began  to  re.-^olve  the  heterogeneous  mass  known  as  the  People 
into  its  elements,  and  to  evaluate  its  good  and  had  (jualitics. 
Even  then  I  realized  the  pos>ihilitie>;  of  my  suburb,  that  hot- 
bed of  revolution  in  wlii'h  heroes,  inventors.  an<l  practical 
men  of  science,  rogues  and  scoumlrels,  virtues  and  vices,  were 
all  packed  together  hy  poverty,  stilled  t)y  necessity,  drowned 
in  drink,  and  consumed  hy  ardent  spirit-. 

You  would  not  imagine  liow  many  adventures,  how  many 
tragedies,  lie  buried  away  out  of  sight  in  that  Dolorous  City; 
how  much  horror  and  heaut\  lurks  there.  N'o  imagination 
can  reach  the  Truth,  no  one  can  go  down  into  that  city  to  make 
discoveries ;  for  one  must  need>  discend  too  low  into  its  depths 
to  -^ee  the  wonderful  scenes  of  tragedy  or  i-omedy  enacted 
there,  the  masterpieces  brought  forth  by  chance. 
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I  do  nr>t  '<now  how  it  i>  that  I  liavc  kept  the  following  story 
-o  long  I  !(].  It  is  one  of  the  curious  things  that  stop  in  the 
liag  froM  ■  ,  ich  Memory  draws  out  stories  at  haj)hazard,  like 
iiuinhcr  -i  a  lottery.  There  are  plenty  of  tales  just  as 
-trange  and  just  as  well  hidden  still  left;  but  some  day,  you 
may  he  sure,  their  turn  will  come. 


One  day  my  eharwonian.  a  working  man's  wife,  came  to 
iieg  iiH'  to  honor  her  sister's  welding  with  mv  pre.«once.  If 
vi)U  are  tf)  realize  what  this  wedding  was  like,  you  must  know 
I  hat  I  pail]  my  eliarwoman.  poor  creature,  four  francs  a 
month;  for  which  sum  she  came  every  morning  to  make  ray 
lied,  clean  my  shoes,  brush  my  clotlies.  sweep  the  room,  and 
make  ready  my  breakfast,  before  going  to  her  day's  work  of 
turning  the  handle  of  a  iiuiehine.  at  which  hard  drudgery  she 
•  arned  five-j)ence.  Her  hu^-band.  a  cabinetmaker,  made'four 
francs  a  day  at  his  trade:  but  as  they  had  three  children,  it 
\vas  all  that  they  couhl  do  to  gain  an  honest  living.  Yet  I 
liave  never  met  with  more  sterling  honesty  than  in  this  man 
and  wife.  For  five  years  after  I  left  tlie  (juarter.  Mere  Vail- 
:ant  used  to  come  on  my  birthday  with  a  bunch  of  Howers  and 
-ome  oranges  for  me — she  that  had  never  a  si.xpence  to  put  by! 
Want  had  drawn  us  together.  I  never  could  give  her  more 
than  a  ten-franc  piece,  and  often  I  had  to  borrow  the  money 
for  the  occasion.  This  will  perhaps  explain  my  promise  to 
go  to  the  wedding:  I  hoped  to  etface  myself  in  these  poor  peo- 
ple's merry-making. 

The  banquet  and  tlio  ball  were  given  on  a  first  floor  above 
I  wineshop  in  the  Rue  de  Cliarenton.  It  was  a  large  room, 
'ighted  by  oil  laTiips  with  tin  reflectors.  A  row  of  wooden 
I'l'nches  ran  round  tin-  walls,  which  were  black  with  grime  to 
be  height  of  the  tables.  Here  some  eighty  per.>;ons.  all  in 
lieir  Sunday  best,  tricked  out  with  ribbons  and  bunches  of 
]')wers,  all  of  them  on  pleasure  bent,  were  dancing  away  with 
'leated  visages  as  if  the  world  were  about  to  come  to  an  end. 
!>ride  and  bridegroom  exchanged  salutes  to  the  general  satis- 
faction, amid  a  chorus  of  facetious  "Oh,  ohs  !"  and  "Ah,  ahe  !" 
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loss  roally  indofoiit  tlian  the  furtive  planoes  of  young  girls 
that  liavo  bcon  well  brought  up.  Thorp  was  somothiiig  indo- 
scrihaMy  infootious  about  the  rough,  honioly  onjoynicut  in  all 
countonancos. 

But  noithor  tho  faoos.  nor  tho  wodding.  nor  th<'  wodding- 
guosts  have  anything  to  do  with  my  story.  Simply  bciir  tlioin 
in  mind  as  tho  odd  sotting  to  it.  Try  to  roalizt>  tho  soone, 
tho  shabby  rod-paintod  winoshop,  tho  smell  of  wino,  tho  yells 
of  merriment  :  try  to  feel  that  you  are  really  in  tlie  faubourg. 
among  old  people,  working  men  and  poor  women  giving  them- 
selves up  to  a  night's  enjoyment. 

The  band  consisted  of  a  fiddle,  a  elarionot,  and  a  flageolet 
from  the  Blind  Asylum.  The  three  wore  paid  seven  francs 
in  a  lump  sum  for  the  night.  For  tho  money,  they  gave  us, 
not  Beethoven  certainly,  nor  yet  Rossini;  they  played  as  they 
had  the  will  and  the  skill:  and  every  one  in  the  room  (with 
charming  delicacy  of  feeling)  refrained  from  finding  fault. 
The  music  maile  such  a  brutal  assault  on  tho  drum  of  my 
oar,  tliat  after  a  first  ghnu-o  round  the  room  my  eyes  fell  at 
once  upon  the  blind  trio,  and  the  sight  of  their  uniform  in- 
clined UiC  from  tho  first  to  indulgence.  As  the  artists  stood 
in  a  window  recess,  it  was  ditricult  to  distinguish  their  faces 
except  at  close  (luartors.  and  1  kept  away  at  first  :  but  when  I 
came  nearer  (I  hardly  know  why)  I  thought  of  nothing  else: 
the  wedding  party  and  tho  music  ceased  to  exist,  my  curiosity 
was  roused  to  the  highest  pitch,  for  my  soul  pas.scd  into  the 
body  of  the  clarionet  player. 

The  fiddle  and  the  fbitrooli't  wore  neither  of  them  interest- 
ing; their  faces  were  of  tlie  ordinary  typo  among  tho  blind — 
earnest,  attentive,  and  grave.  Not  >o  th(>  clarionet  player;  any 
artist  or  philosopher  must  have  cnme  to  a  stop  at  the  sight  of 
him. 

Picture  to  yourself  a  plaster  mask  of  Dante  in  the  red  lamp- 
light, with  a  forc-t  of  silver-whito  hair  above  the  brows.  Blind- 
ness intensified  the  expression  of  bitterness  and  .^orrr  w  in  that 
grand  face  of  his,  the  dead  eyes  were  lighted  up,  as  it  were, 
by  a  thought  within  that  broke  forth  like  a  burning  flame,  lit 
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l.y  ono  solo  insatiable  desire,  .vritten  lar.u'e  in  vip)r()us  diar- 
,11  Icrs  iij)on  an  aretiiiig  brow  seorud  aer<>ss  with  as  inanv  lines 
i~  an  old  stone  wall. 

The  old  iiiiin  was  playin;:  at  random,  witlinut  tin'  >li,>,ditest 
iv.-ard  for  time  or  tune.  His  liniiers  travrK-d  nifchanieaily 
■'.<r  the  W(jrn  keys  of  his  in-iniin.'iit ;  he  did  not  troidde  hiin- 
■  '(  over  a  fal^'  note  now  and  apiiii   (a  iviinnl.  in  tlw  lati- 

^I'.-^e  of  the  orchestra),  neither  did  the  dancers,  nor.  for  that 
:)iiUer.  did  my  oid  Italian's  ac(i|ytc>:  for  I  hail  made  up  my 

iiiid  that  he  mu>t  bean  Italian,  and  an  Italian  he  was.  There 
'■;i>  sdniethinj,--  ;:rcal.  somithin,-:  too  of  ihc  dc<pot  about  this 
'M  Homer  bearinir  within  him  an  < ),hi.<sry  doomed  to  r)blivion. 
Tiie  ^rrcatness  was  so  real  that  it  triumphed  ov.r  liis  aliject  po- 
-itioii :  the  despotism  so  much  a  part  of  him.  that  it  ro.-^e  above 
':is  poverty. 

There  are  violent  passions  which  drive  a  man  to  u'ood  or 
•  vil,  nuil<in<:  of  him  a  heio  or  a  convict;  of  these  there  was 
•lot  one  that  had  failed  to  leave  its  traces  on  the  Lrrandlv-hown, 
ividly  Italian  face.  You  trendded  !e.-t  a  tla-h  of  thou<rht 
-iiould  suddenly  lijrht  up  the  deep  M<:ht!es>  hollows  under  the 
--rizzleil  lirows,  a<  you  iiii^dit  fear  to  see  hri,L'ands  with  torches 
ind  poniards  in  the  mouth  of  a  cavern.  You  felt  tbat  there 
was  a  lion  in  that  caye  of  flesh,  a  lion  spent  with  useless  ra^- 
Hfr  ajrainst  iron  bars.  The  fires  of  de>pair  had  burned  thein- 
elves  out  into  ashes,  the  lava  had  cooled;  but  the  tracks  of 
!ie  flames,  the  wreeka<:e.  and  a  littb'  smoke  remaine<i  to  bear 
'  !tness  to  the  vioienci-  of  the  eruption,  the  rava.ires  of  the  firo. 
riiese  images  crowded  up  at  the  sight  of  the  clarionet  plaver, 
ill  the  tlioughts  now  grown  cold  in  his  face  burned  hot  within 

MV    ^Olll. 

The  fiddle  and  the  flajreolet  took  a  deep  interest  in  bottles 

nd  glasses;  at  the  end  of  a  eounfry-dnnee,  tliev  luinir  their 

n-trumenis  from  a  button  on  their  reddi>h-eo]ored  coats,  and 

•retched  out  their  hands  to  a  little  tal)le  set  in  the  window 

:   et'ss  to  hold  their  liciuor  supply.    Kach  time  they  did  .^o  they 

•Id  out  a  full  glass  to  the  Italian,  who  could  not  reach  it  for 

himself  because  he  sat   in   front  of  the  tab!",  and  each  time 
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tlie  Italian  thankc!  tluiii  with  a  iricniliy  nod.  Al!  their 
inovcnit'ntt;  vvi'iv  rnadi'  with  the  provision  which  alwa\>  amaz.-^ 
you  so  niiirh  at  tlie  Filind  A^slunl.  Vou  toiijil  ahii"-t  think 
that  lh<-'  ciUi  -ft'.  1  laiiii'  lu'aivr  to  n.-lfU  ;  hut  wlnu  I  stoo.j 
beside  th»'iii,  they  *nidently  ;rll(■^^e(|  I  was  not  a  working  man, 
and  kept  themselves  to  themselves. 

"What  part  of  the  wdrld  do  you  eoinc  from,  you  that  are 
playing  the  clarionet 'r"" 

"From  \'enice.""  he  >aid.  with  a  traeo  ot'  Italian  accent. 

"Ilav"  you  always  iieen  Mini!,  nr  did  it  come  0!i  after- 
wards  ?" 

'"Afterwards,"  he  answered  ijiiicKly.  "A  cursed  gutta  Se- 
rena." 

"Venice  is  a  fine  city:  I  liave  always  had  a  fancy  to  go 
there." 

The  old  man's  face  liirhted  up,  the  wrinkc'S  hej:an  to  work. 
he  was  violently  e.xeited. 

"If  I  went  with  you.  you  would  not  lose  your  time."  he  said. 

"Don't  talk  ahout  X'enice  to  our  Doge."  put  in  ihi'  fiddle. 
"or  you  will  start  him  oil",  and  he  has  stowed  away  a  couple 
of  bottles  as  it  i.- — has  the  prince!" 

"Come,  strike  up.  Daddy  Canard  !"  adde<i  the  tlageolet,  am! 
the  three  began  to  ]day.  Hnl  while  they  executed  the  four 
figures  of  a  s(juare  dance,  the  \'"netian  was  -centime  niv 
thoughts;  he  guessed  the  great  interest  I  felt  in  him.  The 
drearv.  dispirited  look  <lied  out  of  hi-;  face,  some  mysterious 
hope  brightened  his  features  and  slid  like  a  idue  Hame  over  his 
wrinkles.  He  smile(l  and  wiped  !iis  iirow.  that  fearless,  ter- 
rible brow  of  his,  and  at  length  grew  gay  like  a  man  mounted 
on  his  hobby. 

"How  old  are  you  ?"  I  asked. 

"Eighty-two." 

"How  long  have  you  be(>n  blind?" 

"For  verv  nearlv  fifty  y^  ars,"  he  said,  and  there  was  that  in 
hi?  tone  which  told  me  that  his  regret  wa<  for  snm(>thing  more 
than  his  lost  .■^igli*.  for  great  ;)ower  of  which  he  had  been 
robbed. 
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I'Thcn  why  dv,  they  call  you  'the  Dop"  ?"  I  asked. 
"Oh,  It  i>  a  joke.    I  am  a  Voni'tuin  iiohk',  and  1  might  hare 
'('I'll  u  (lo^'c  like  any  one  eist>." 
''W  hal  IS  yuur  name:-"" 

"Ilerv.  in   ['an>.  I  am  I'ere  Camt."  ho  said.     "It  wa«  the 
onl     way  ..f  -.[h-IIui;:  my  name  on  the  re^'i^ter.     Bnt  in  Italy  I 

•  in     Mareo   Facirio  CaBe.   Vviiuc  of  Varrse."" 

-U  hat.  are  you  deMvmU-d  from  the  irri-at  mndollierp  Facino 

*  ^ni.  wiiose  lands  won  l)y  the  sword  were  taken  bv  the  Dukes 
>"i  Milan?" 

"E  rrro.-  returned  hr.  ••IIi>  son's  life  was  not  .^f.-  under 
fi»'  ^lseontl:  he  fled  to  Venice,  and  his  name  was  ins.:rii,ed 
■n  the  (Jolden  Rook.  .Vnd  now  m  ither  Cane  nor  '.olden 
look  are  in  existcm^."  His  <:e>Ture  startle.!  me;  ii  told  of 
^•|t^lotism   e.xtinpiished  ami    weariness   of   life. 

•But  if  you  were  onee  a  \'eiietian  siMiator,  you  must  have 
l'«'en  a  wealthy  man.     How  did  you  lose  your  fortune?" 
"In  evil  days." 

He  waved  away  the  -lass  of  wine  handed  to  him  hv  the 
.'lapeolet,  and  bowed  Iiis  head.  He  had  no  heart  to  drink. 
These  details  were  not  ealeulated  to  e.\tin<ruish  mv  curiosity. 

As  the  three  ground  out  the  music  of  the  .Mpiare  danc'  1 
L'a;!ed  ;;t  the  old  Venetian  uohle,  thinking  tliou^dit>  that  set  a 
vounp  man's  mind  afire  at  the  ape  of  twentv.  I  saw  V,.niee 
and  the  Adriatic;  I  .saw  her  ruin  in  the  ruin  of  the  face  before 
i!ie.  I  walked  to  and  fro  in  tiiat  eitv.  .so  beloved  of  her  citi- 
•••ns;  I  went  from  the  Hialto  Bridjre.'  alon-  the  Grand  Canal. 
nnd  from  the  Riva  degli  Schiavoni  to  the  Lido,  returning  to 
St.  Mark's,  that  cafb-dral  so  unlike  all  others  in  its  sublimitv. 
1  looked  up  at  the  uindows  of  the  Casa  Doro.  each  with  its 
'iifferenr  sculptured  ornaments;  I  saw  old  palaces  rich  in  mar- 
Mes,  saw  all  the  wonders  which  a  student  beholds  with  ilie 
more  sympathetic  eyes  because  visible  things  take  tlieir  color 
'  f  his  fanev.  and  the  sight  of  realities  cannot  rob  aim  of  the 
jiory  of  his  dreams.  Then  I  trar-ed  back  a  cour.-^e  of  litV  for 
ihis  latest  scion  of  a  race  of  condotlieri.  tracking  do-n  hi- 
'iiisfortunes,  looking  for  the  rea,sons  of  the  deep  moral  and 
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physical  degradation  out  of  wlucli  tlu'  lately  revived  !ipaik> 
of"<rreatneFs  and  no))ility  ^Ilone  so  nnieli  the  more  hrijrlitly. 
Mv  ideas,  no  doubt,  were  pa>sin<:  tliroUL'h  liis  mind,  for  all 
processes  of  thou^rht-ci.mmunicaiions  are  far  more  swift.  I 
think,  in  Lliiid  people,  heeau.-e  their  l)!indne>s  compels  them 
to  concentrate  tiieir  atti'iition.  I  had  not  lonir  to  wait  for 
proof  that  we  were  in  symi)athy  in  tliis  way.  Fac-ino  Can(> 
left  o(T  playinf:.  and  came  up  to  ni.'.  "Let  us  jro  out !"  ho  said ; 
his  tone-  thrilled  throiioli  me  like  an  electric  shock.  I  gave 
him  mv  arm.  and  we  went. 

Outside  in  the  street  he  said.  "Will  you  take  me  back  to 
Venice?  will  von  be  my  gui<le?  Will  you  ]iut  faith  in  me? 
Y(m  shall  be  richer  than  ten  of  the  richest  houses  in  Amster- 
dam or  London,  richer  than  Kothschihl ;  in  short,  you  shall 
have  the  falmlous  wealth  of  the  Arabian  Mghf.'f." 

The  man  was  mad.  I  thought  ;  but  in  his  voice  there  was  a 
potent  something  which  I  obeyed.  I  allowed  him  to  lead,  and 
he  went  in  the  direction  of  the  Fosses  de  la  Bastille,  as  if  he 
could  see;  walking  till  he  reached  a  lonely  spot  down  by  the 
river,  just  where  the  bridge  has  since  been  built  at  the 
junction  of  the  Canal  Saint-Martin  and  the  Seine.  Here  he 
sat  down  on  a  stone,  and  T.  sitting  opposite  to  him.  saw  the 
old  man's  hair  gleaming  like  threads  of  silver  in  the  moon- 
light. The  stillness  was  scarcc'ly  troubled  by  the  sound  of  the 
f;rr-ofT  thunder  of  traffic  along  the  boulevards:  the  clear 
night  air  and  everything  about  us  combined  to  make  a 
Strang' 'Iv  unreal  scene. 

"Yon" talk  of  millions  to  a  young  man."  I  began,  "and  do 
you  think  that  he  will  shrink 'from  enduring  any  number  of 
"hard.-hips  to  gain  them?     Are  yon  not  laughing  at  me?" 

"May  T  die  unshriven."  he  cried  vehemently,  "if  all  that 
T  am  about  to  tell  you  is  not  true.  I  was  one-and-twenlv 
years  old.  like  vou  at  this  moment.  I  was  rich,  I  was  hand- 
some, and  a  noble  bv  l»irth.  T  lu^gan  with  the  first  madness 
of  j,ll_with  Love.  I  loved  as  no  one  can  love  nowadavs.  T 
T  have  hidden  myself  in  a  chest,  at  the  risk  of  a  dagger  thrust, 
for  nothing  more  than  the  promise  of  a  kiss.    To  die  for  Her 
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-it  Boonuvl  to  iiic  to  l.c  a  wliolc  life;  in  itsolf.     In   17(50   I 
f.ll  in  lovi'  with  a  lady  of  tlic  Vfiidraiiiin  family;  slio  was 

■  i-rlitt'cn  years  oM,  and  niarrird  to  a  Sa;:!<Mlo,  one  of  the 
luhost  scMiatoFH,  a  man  of  thirty,  madly  in  love  with  his  wife. 
My  mistress  and  I  were  ;.'ui!t!ess  as  chenilis  wlien  the  s[i()Si} 

■  .iu>rht  us  toj^'ether  talkinj,'  of  love.  He  was  armed,  I  was  not, 
I. lit  he  missed  m.';  I  si)ranfr  upon  him  and  killed  him  with  my 
•wo  hands,  wrinj:in<r  his  neek  as  if  he  had  he(-n  a  ehicken. 
I  wanted  Hianea  to  lly  with  me:  hut  slie  would  not.  That  is 
ilie  way  with  women  I  So  j  went  alone.  1  was  condemned 
lo  death,  and  my  property  was  eonfiseated  and  made  over  to 
my  ne.xt-of-kin;  hut  1  had  carried  off  my  diamonds,  five  of 
Titian's  pictures  taken  down  from  their  frames  and  rolled  up, 
iiid  all  my  gold. 

"I  went  to  Milan,  no  one  molested  me,  my  affair  in  nowise 
ititerested  the  State. — One  small  ohservation  heforc  I  go  fur- 
rier," he  continued,  after  a  pause,  "wliether  it  is  true  or  no 
•hat  the  mother's  fancies  at  the  time  of  conception  or  in  the 
:iii>nths  hefore  hirth  can  inllueiice  her  child,  this  much  is  cer- 
i.iin,  my  mother  durinjr  lier  pregnancy  had  a  passion  for  gold, 
:ind  I  am  the  victim  of  a  monomania,  of  a  craving  for  gold 
vhich  must  he  gratified.  Gold  is  so  much  of  a  necessity  of  life 
!"or  me.  that  I  have  never  heen  without  it  :  I  must  have  pold  to 

■  ly  with  aTid  finger.  .\s  a  young  man  I  always  wore  jewelry, 
iiid  carried  two  or  three  hundrei]  ducats  ahout  with  me  wher- 
rver   I    went." 

He  drew  a  couple  of  gold  coins  from  his  pocket  and  showed 
'hem  to  me  as  he  spoke. 

"I  can  tell  hy  instinct  when  gold  is  near.  Blind  as  T  am, 
i  stop  hefore  the  jeweler's  shop  windows.  That  passion  was 
the  ruin  of  nic;  I  took  to  gamhling  to  play  with  gold.  I  was 
not  a  cheat,  I  was  cheated.  I  ruined  myself.  I  lost  all  my 
Turtune.  Then  the  loniring  to  see  Rianca  once  more  possessed 
I'  like  a  frenzy.  I  stole  l)ack  to  Venice  and  found  her  again. 
I'or  six  months  T  was  hapjiy  :  she  hid  me  in  her  hou.se  and  fed 
me.  T  thought  thus  deliciously  to  finish  my  days.  But  the 
Proweditore  courted   her,  and  gues.sed  that  he  had  a  rival; 
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Wf  ill  Italv  ciin  l".«l  timt.  !!'■  plaMil  tlic  <\>\  upon  us,  urn] 
stiriiriscd  ih  to;;cilitT  in  Ix'il,  Un>r  wn  ii  h.  You  may  jud^'r 
wliiit  a  fifjlit  for  life  It  wa.-;  I  did  not  kill  iuiii  outright,  liiit 
I  wounded  liitii  daii>r<Tously. 

"That  adv.  Mtiirc  l)r(ik('  my  luck.  1  havo  lu'vor  found 
anotluT  liianca;  I  have  known  gifat  pit'a^u^•s;  but  ainon^  llir 
most  ci'lciiriitcil  woiiifn  at  the  court  of  Louis  XV.  I  never 
found  my  l)cloved  Nfnetian's  charm,  her  love,  her  groat  (juali- 
ties. 

"The  I'rov  ditore  called  bis  servants,  the  palace  was  sur- 
rounded and  entered;  i  fought  for  my  life  that  I  might  die 
k'lioath  Hianca's  eyes;  Bi.iiica  In  Iped  me  to  kill  the  I'rovvedi- 
torc.  ()ni  e  before  she  had  refu>ed  tlight  with  me;  but  after 
six  months  (»f  happiiie-s  she  wished  oidy  l^  die  with  me.  and  re 
ceived  several  thrusts.  I  wa-  entangled  in  a  great  cloak  that 
thev  flung  over  me,  cam 'd  down  to  a  gondola,  and  hurried 
to  the  Po/zi  dungeons.  I  was  tweiity-t  wo  years  old.  1  gripped 
the  hilt  of  m\  l)ri.ken  sword  so  hard,  that  they  could  only  have 
taken  i!  from  me  by  cutting  otT  my  liand  at  the  wrist.  A  cu- 
rious chance,  o--  ratlier  the  instinct  of  self-preservation,  led  nie 
to  hide  the  fragment  i  the  blade  in  a  corner  of  my  cell,  as  if 
it  might  still  be  of  use.  They  tended  me;  none  of  my  woundi 
were  serious.  .\t  twi.  auil-twenf v  one  can  recover  from  any- 
thing. I  wa^  to  lose  my  he;id  on  the  scatfold.  I  shammed  ill- 
ness to  gain  time,  ll  seemed  to  me  that  the  canal  lay  just  out- 
side my  cell.  I  th(MiLdit  to  make  my  escaju'  by  boring  a  hoh 
through  the  wail  and  -wimming  for  my  life.  I  based  my  hope; 
(m  the  f(d lowing  reasons. 

"Kvery  time  tli  t  the  jailer  came  with  my  food,  there  wa- 
light  enough  to  rea<l  direitions  written  on  the  walls— 
'Side  of  the  Palace.'  'Side  of  the  Canal.'  'Side  of  the  Vaults. 
.\t  last  T  saw  a  design  in  this.  l)nt  1  did  not  trouble  myscb 
much  about  the  meaning  of  it ;  the  actual  inconipleti>  conditio! 
(d'  the  Pucal  Palace  accounted  for  it.  The  longing  to  regair 
mv  freedom  gave  me  something  like  genius.  C.roping  abou 
with  my  fuigers.  I  spelled  out  an  Arabic  inscription  on  tli' 
wall,     the  author  of  the  work  informed  those  to  come  afte 
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him  thnt  he  had  loo.^cd  two  >u,iifs  in  the  lowest  cnurFo  of 
tiiasoiirv  and  liollowcd  out  .l.-vin  fc<l  hcy.md  underground. 
As  he  went  on  witli  his  ex<avati(.ns,  it  iM-eanie  neirssary  to 
spread  the  frajrinents  of  ^tone  and  mortar  over  the  lloor  of 
Ins  cell.  But  ev(  II  if  jailers  and  iii<niisitors  had  not  felt  sure 
that  the  structure  of  tlie  huil.liiij.'s  was  such  that  no  watch 
was  needed  helow.  thi-  level  of  tlu-  I'ozzi  dun^cMns  hejn;,'  sev- 
eral steps  helow  the  threshold,  it  was  possihle  ^raduaUv  to 
raise  the  earthen  floor  without  excitiiij,'  the  warder's  "su.s- 
[iicions. 

•"I'he  tremendous  lahor  had  profited  nothing'— nothinj,'  at 
least  to  hull  that  hc-aii  it.  The  very  fact  that  it  was  left  un- 
hmshed  told  of  the  unknown  worker's  death.  Unless  Ins  de- 
voted toil  wa.s  to  be  wasted  for  ever,  liis  succes.sor  must  have 
^ome  knowledfro  of  Arabic,  but  I  liad  studied  Oriental  lan- 
i:ua^'e.  at  the  .\riiieiiian  Coiis.jil.  A  few  ucrds  written  on 
I  he  back  of  the  stone  reconlcd  tlie  iiuhappv  man's  fate ;  he  had 
i^dlen  a  victim  to  his  ^nvat  pns>e.M.,n> ;  Wnicc  had  .ovded 
:is  wealth  and  seized  upon  it.  A  wh,,|,.  mo„ti,  „,.nt  bv  before 
I  obtained  any  result;  but  whenever  I  f,lt  ,„v  stren''lli  fail- 
ing as  I  worked,  I  heard  the  chink  .,f  -ol,|.  I  .^w  jrold  spread 
I'cfore  me,  I  wa.s  dazzled  by  diamon.ls.— .\h  .'  wait. 

"One  night  my  blunted  steel  Mruck  on  wood.  I  whetted 
!!ie  fragment  of  my  blade  and  eut  a  Imle ;  I  crept  on  mv  belly 
like  a  serpent;  I  worked  naked  and  mole-fashion,  mv' hands 
M  Iron;  of  me.  usiii;,'  the  >tone  itself  to  fjain  a  purcha>e.  I 
uas  to  appear  before  my  judges  in  two  dnvs'  time.  I  made 
I  final  cfTort.  and  that  iiiLrht  I  h..red  through  the  wood  and 
N'lt  that  there  was  space  IkvoikI. 

".hidge  of  my  surprise  when  I  applied  mv  ,.v.-  to  the  hole. 
I  was  m  the  ceiling'  ..f  a  vault,  heaps  .d'iroid  were  dimlv 
;isible  in  the  faint  li-lit.  The  Do-e  himself  and  one  of  the 
I  en  stood  below;  I  could  hear  th<'ir  voices  and  sulbcient  of 
ilieir  talk  to  know  that  thi>  was  the  Svn-rt  Treasurv  (,f  the 

i'''i'id,lic.   full   of   the  ^Mft.  of    |to,u'es  and    reserves  of   I tv 

ailed  the  Tithe  of  Venice  fnun  the  sjioils  of  militarv  e.vpedi- 
i:ons.    I  was  saved  I 
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"When  tho  jailor  came  I  proposorl  that  he  should  help  n 
to  escape  and  llv  with  me,  and  that  m  diould  tako  with  i 
as  inu'Ii  as  wo  could  carry.  There  wa.-  no  reason  for  hosit; 
tion;  he  a.urreed.  Vessels  were  about  to  sail  f(ir  the  Lcvan 
All  possible  precautions  were  taken.  Bianca  furthered  tl: 
schemes  whiili  I  su.crtrestod  to  my  accomjiliio.  It  was  ai 
rnn,i,'ed  that  Bianca  sliouM  only  rejoin  us  in  Snivrna  for  fe;] 
of  e.\citin,;r  suspicion.  In  a  sin-le  nii:ht  the  hole  was  enlar^jo 
and  MO  dropped  down  into  the  Secret  Treasury  of  Venice. 

"What  a  ni^dit  jliat  was!  Four  ^'reat  casks  full  of  ^r„l 
stofid  there.  In  the  outer  room  silver  pieces  were  piled  i 
heaps,  leaving,'  a  ,i:an,LMvay  between  by  which  to  cross  the  chair 
her.  Banks  of  silver  coins  surrounded  tlie  walls  to  the  heigli 
of  five  feet. 

"I  thou,<:ht  the  jailer  would  go  mad.  lie  sang  and  laughei 
and  danced  and  capered  among  the  gold,  till  I  threatened  t 
strangle  him  if  he  nuide  a  .-^ound  or  wasted  time.  In  his  jo 
he  did  not  notice  at  first  the  table  where  the  diamonds  la> 
I  fiung  myself  upon  these,  and  deftly  filled  the  pockets  « 
my  sailor  jacket  and  trousers  with  the  stones.  Ah  !  Heaven 
I  did  not  take  the  third  of  them,  (iold  ignots  lav  underneatl 
the  table.  I  persuaded  my  companion  to  fill  as  many  bags  a 
we  could  carry  with  the  gold,  and  made  him  understand  tha 
this  was  our  only  chance  of  escaping  detection  abroad. 

"  'Pearl.-;,   rubies,   and  diamonds   might   be   recognized," 
told  him. 

"Covetous  though  we  were,  we  could  not  possibly  take  mon 
than  two  thousand  livres  weight  of  gold,  which  meant  si.i 
journeys  across  the  jirison  to  the  gondola.  The  sentinel  at  tlu 
water  gate  was  bribed  with  a  bag  containing  ten  livres  weighl 
of  gold  ;  and  as  for  the  two  gondoliers,  they  believed  thev  wen 
serving  the  I?epublic.     At  daybreak  we  set  out. 

"Once  ujmn  the  oyien  sea,  when  I  thought  of  that  night, 
when  I  recollected  all  that  I  had  felt,  when  the  vision  of  thai 
great  hoard  rose  before  my  eyes,  aiul  I  computed  that  T  hail 
left  behind  thirty  millions  in  silver,  twenty  in  gold,  and 
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many  more  i„  diamonds,  pearls,  and  r«l)irs-then  a  sort  of 
...adness  began  to  work  in  me.      I  bad  tbo  i^old  fever 

'\^e  landed  at  Smyrna  and  took  sbip'at  onee  for  France 
A<  we  went  on  board  tbe  Freneh  ve.^el.  ireav-n  fav„red  n  i 
I'.v  nddjng  n,e  of  my  accomplice.  I  did  not  tbink  at  the  tin.e 
■■t  Hi  ..  po^dd,.  eonse.|uenees  of  tbis  nnsbap.  and  rejoiced 
nut  a  little  \  e  w.re  so  completely  unnerv.Hl  bv  all  tlu  t  ba.l 
.'.appencd,  tbat  we  were  stupid,  we  said  not  a  word  ...  e.eh 
■'tlicr.  we  .wmed  till  it  sbonld  be  safe  to  enjov  ourselves  at 
Zr%J'^U  not  wonderful  tbat  tbe  rogue's  head  was 
'iuz^.     ^ou  shall  see  bow  heavily  (;„d  has  punished  me 

1  never  knew  a  quiet  mouK'nt  until  I  had  sold  two-thirds 
''  my  diamonds  in  London  or  Amsterdam,  and  held  the  value 
;:  ,"V;  ^^^t  ^^-^^  '"  ^  negotiable  shape.  For  five  vears  I  hid 
.i:^self  .n  Madrid,  then  in  Kro  I  came  to  Paris  with  a  Spanish 
name,  and  led  as  brilliant  a  life  as  mav  be.  Then  in  the 
n.dst  of  my  pleasures,  as  I  enjoyed  a  fortune  of  six  millions, 
I  ^^as  smitten  with  blindness.  I  do  not  doubt  but  that  mv  in- 
■  nnity  was  brought  on  by  my  sojourn  in  tlie  cell  and  mv  work 
;'  the  stone    ,f,  indeed,  my  peculiar  faeultv  for  'seein-'  gold 

-  as  not  an  abuse  of  the  power  of  sight  which  predestined  me  to 
'-f'  It.     Bianca  was  dead. 

"At   this   time   I    had    fallen   in    love   with   a   woman   to 

-  aom  I  thought  to  link  my  fate.  I  had  told  her  the  secret 
■f  my  name;  she  belonged  to  a  powerful  familv;  she  was  a 
•nend  of  Mme.  du  Barry:  I  hoped  evervthing  from  the  favor 

Mown  me  by  Louis  XV.;  I  trusted  in  her.     Acting  on  her 

^'ivice,  I  went  to  England  to  consult  a  famous  oculist    and 

Iter  a  stay  of  several  months  in  London  she  deserted  me  in 

!!,vde  T  ark.     She  had  stripped  me  of  all  tbat  T  had.  and  left 

■■>v  without  resource.     Xor  could  I  make  complaint,  for  to 

'.i>c,ose  my  name  was  to  lay  myself  open  to  the  vengeance  of 

my  native  city ;  I  could  appeal  to  no  one  for  aid,  I  feared  Ven- 

-e.     The  woman  put  spies  about  me  to  exploit  mv  infirmitv 

spare  you  a  tale  of  adventures  worthv  ot  Gil  Bla«— Your 

Hevolution   followed.      For   two   whol(>"  vears   that   creature 

•^;<'pt  me  at  the  Bicetre  as  a  lunatic,  then  she  gained  admit- 
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tiiiice  for  nif  )it  the  P.liiid  Asylum:  there  was  no  lielp  for  it 
I  went.  I  could  not  kill  her;  I  could  not  see;  and  I  was  « 
poor  that  I  could  not  pay  another  arm. 

'if  only  I  hi.d  taken  <i)unsel  with  my  jailer,  Renedettf 
Carpi,  before  I  lost  him.  I  mi,i:ht  have  known  the  exact  posi- 
tion of  my  cell,  I  might  have  found  ?iiy  way  hack  to  the  Treas- 
ury and  returned  to  Venice  when  Xapole(m  crushed  the  Re- 
[)ul)lic 

'•Still,  blind  as  I  am.  let  us  go  back  to  Venice !  I  shall  fini] 
the  door  of  my  prison.  I  shall  see  the  gold  tliroui:h  the  prison 
walls,  I  shall  hear  it  where  it  lies  under  the  water:  for  the 
events  which  brouglu  about  the  fail  of  Venice  befell  in  such 
a  way  that  the  secret  of  the  hoard  must  have  perished  with 
Bianca's  brother.  Vendranim,  a  doge  to  whom  I  looked  ic 
make  my  peace  with  the  Ten.  I  sent  memorials  to  the  First 
Consul;  I  j)ropo.-;ed  an  agreement  with  th<'  Emperor  of  Aus- 
tria ;  every  one  sent  me  about  my  business  for  a  lunatic.  Come  1 
we  will  go  to  Venice ;  lot  us  set  out  as  beggars,  we  shall  come 
back  millionaires.  We  will  buy  back  my  estates,  and  you  shall 
be  my  heir!     You  shall  be  Prince  of  Varese!" 

My  head  was  swimming.  For  me  his  confidences  reached 
the  proportions  of  tragedy:  at  the  sight  of  that  white  head 
of  his  and  beyond  it  the  black  water  in  the  trenches  of  the 
Bastille  lying  still  as  a  canal  in  "\'enice,  I  had  no  words  tn 
answer  him.  Facino  Cane  thought,  no  doubt,  that  I  judged 
him,  as  the  rest  had  done,  with  a  disdainful  pity;  his  gesture 
expressed  the  whole  philosophy  of  despair. 

Perhaps  his  story  had  taken  him  back  to  happy  days  and  to 
Venice.  He  caught  up  his  clarionet  and  made  plaintive  music, 
playing  a  Venetian  boat-song  with  something  of  his  lost 
skill,  the  skill  of  the  young  patrician  lover.  It  was  a  sort  of 
Super  flitmina  Bah;/loiiis.  Tears  filled  my  eyes.  Any  belated 
persons  walking  along  the  Boulevard  Bourdon  must  have  stood 
still  to  listen  to  an  exile's  last  prayer,  a  last  cry  of  regret  for  a 
lost  nanuN  mingled  with  memories  of  Bianca.  llut  gold  soon 
gained  the  upper  hand,  the  fatal  passion  (juenched  the  light 
of  youth. 
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Z.  MARCAS 


To  His  Highni's.s  Cninit  William  of  Wiirfrmhrrq,  as  a  token 
of  the  Author's  respectful  gratitndr. 

Dc  Balzac. 

T  NEVER  saw  anybofly,  not  even  among  the  most  remarkable 
men  of  the  day,  who.<e  appearance  was  so  striking  as  this 
man's;  the  study  of  his  eounteiiance  at  first  gave  me  a  feel- 
ing of  great  melancholy,  and  at  last  i)r.)ducod  an  almost  pain- 
ful impression. 

There  was  a  certain  harmony  between  the  man  and  his 
name.  The  Z.  preceding  Marcas,  which  was  seen  on  the  ad- 
dresses of  his  letters,  and  which  he  never  omitted  from  his 
signature,  as  the  last  letter  of  the  alphal)et,  suggested  some 
mysterious  fatality. 

Marcas!  say  this  two-syllabled  name  again  and  again;  do 
you  not  feel  as  if  it  had  some  sini.«ter  meaning?  Does  it  not 
seem  to  you  that  its  owner  must  be  doomed  to  martvrdom' 
Though  foreign,  s^avage.  the  name  has  a  right  to  be  handed 
down  to  posterity;  it  is  well  constructed,  easily  pronounced 
and  has  the  brevity  that  l)eseems  a  famous  name.  I^  it  not 
pleasant  as  well  as  odd?  But  does  it  not  sound  unfini.shed? 
I  will  not  take  it  upon  myself  to  assert  that  names  have 
no  mfluence  on  the  destiny  of  men.  There  is  a  certain  secret 
and  inexplicable  concord  or  a  visibl.^  discord  between  the 
events  of  a  man's  life  and  his  name  which  is  trulv  surprising; 
often  some  remote  but  very  real  correlation  is  revealed.  Our 
globe  is  round;  everything  is  linked  to  evervthing  else.  Some 
day  perhaps  we  shall  revert  to  the  occult  sciences. 

Do  you  not  discern  in  that  letter  Z  an  adverse  influence? 
Does  it  not  prefigure  the  wayward  and  fantastic  progress  of  a 
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st(irni-t(.-.~((l  life?  What  uiml  I, lew  on  fluit  IrttiT,  which, 
whatever  Iaii-iia;:c  wr  lind  ,1  in.  hcirins  scareelv  fiftv  words? 
Mana-'  nanic  v,a-  Zfphiriii:  Saint  Zephirin  is  hifjhlv 
veneratoil  in  I^iittany.  and  Mana-  was  a  Breton. 

Stiiily  tlie  name  omc  nio'-c:  Z.  Mana-!  'I'h(>  man's  wliolc 
life  lies  in  thi-  fanta>t  ic  ju\fapo-itinn  of  .-even  letters;  seven! 
the  iiir.st  H;_Miiiieant  ol'  all  the  eahali^tie  nuniIxT-.  And  he 
died  at  five-and-thirty.  so  hi>  life  extended  over  seven  hi>tres. 

Marca-I  Dors  it  not  hint  of  some  precious  ohjeet  that  is 
broken  with  a  I'.ill.  with  or  without  a  crash? 


i 


i 


I  liad  fini.-liiMl  stiidyinL'  th(>  law  in  F'aris  in  18:^0.  I  lived 
at  that  time  in  the  Ilu-  Corneille  in  a  honse  where  none  but 
students  came  to  lod<:c.  one  of  those  lari^e  hotises  where  thoro 
is  a  windirti:  staircase  (|uite  at  the  haik,  liirhted  below  from 
the  -treel,  liij.rlirr  Up  i)y  borrowed  li;,'!its.  and  at  the  top  by  a 
skylifrht.  The-e  wciv  forty  furnished  rooms— furnished' as 
(Students'  rooms  are  1  What  does  youth  demand  more  tlian  was 
here  supplied?  A  bed.  a  few  ehairs.  a  chest  of  drawers,  a 
lookin^'-<:Iass.  and  a  table.  As  .soon  as  the  sky  is  blue  the  stu- 
dent opens  his  window. 

But  in  this  street  there  are  no  fair  nei<ihbors  to  flirt  with. 
In  front  is  the  Odeon,  lonir  since  closed,  pre.=entinp  a  wall 
that  is  he^jinninj,'  to  <:o  black,  its  tiny  gallery  windows  and  its 
vast  expanse  of  slate  roof.  I  was  not  rich  enough  to  have  a 
good  room ;  I  was  not  even  rich  enough  to  liave  a  room  to  my- 
self. Juste  and  I  shared  a  double-bedded  room  on  the  fifth 
floor. 

On  our  side  of  the  landing  there  were  but  two  rooms — 
ours  and  a  smaller  one,  occupied  by  Z.  Marcas.  our  neighbor. 
For  six  months  Juste  and  T  remained  in  perfect  ignorance 
of  the  fact.  The  old  woman  who  managed  the  house  had 
indeed  told  us  that  the  room  was  inhabited,  but  she  had  added 
that  we  should  not  be  disturl)ed,  that  the  occupant  was  ex- 
ceedingly quiet.  In  fact,  for  those  six  months,  we  never 
met  our  fellow-lodger,  and  we  never  heard  a  sound  in  his  room, 
in  spite  of  the  thinness  of  the  partition  that  divided  us — one 
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Our  ro,H„.  a  littlo  ..v.t  ..v.„   f,..,   hi,.),.  u,,<  i,„n^^  with  a 
v.lochn,,,  p.,p,.r>,,n,„.,l  w„l,  |,|„...     Th.  Ilunr  wa<  r.nnt.wi 
and  kn.w  „o.  ,n,,^  nf  ,|,..  ,..,!„1,  ,,.„„  ,„•  ,|,.,  /,,,//,,,■',  ,,,,,,1/ 

Hy  our  lM..|.th:.n.ua.n„lvnM.n.!M,f,l„„  ,.„•,„.,.     Tlu- ..Ium,: 
n.■^   o,„.,u.,l   „nn,..l,at..|v  to  ih.  rn„t.  „,.!   Mnokv.l  .„  abonu- 


ncv  o[)('tu( 

iiiihly  that  we  wvrc  ohli'Til  to  nniv  t   ,■      ,. 

•       ,_       _     _  "if-'u  10  (ii(i\  >to\c  at  our  own  f'x- 

laiti         woddi'ii  , Tills  lil<(>  thow 

thi'iv  were  hut   two  brass 


Were  Mi-rc 


f)t'ri.<o.     Our  !)(■( 

m   sc-hool>;  ,,ri   thf  chiiimi'V  ^h. 

an.il,.st,f.ks.  w,th  or  witl,u„t  ,al!„w  ,.a>M!..<  „,  th.-n.  aud  our 
wo  p.pos  with  >o„„.  tohacro  ,„  a  pou- h  op  .tr-wn  ahroa.l,  also 

th,.  jittk.  piles  of  ci.'ar-ash  left  tluTo  by  our  visitors  or  our- 

A  pair  of  calico  curtains  hun-  from  tlir  brass  windo;^  rods 
and  on  each  sid.  of  th.  wnulou-  wa-  a  .-nu,ll  bookcase  in 
cherry-wood,  su.l,  as  every  o„e  kn  -ws  who  has  stared  into  the 
shop  windows  of  the  (^u.rtier  Latin,  and  in  which  we  kept  the 
few  t)ooks  necessary  for  our  studies. 

The  ink  in  th,.  inkstand  was  al«avs  in  the  state  of  lava  con- 
Ljealed  in  the  crater  of  a  volcano.  May  not  anv  inkstand  nowa- 
days become  a  Vesuvius?  The  pens,  ail  twisted,  served  to 
Hcan  the  .stems  of  our  pipes;  and.  in  opposition  to  all  the 
laws  of  credit,  paper  was  even  scarcer  than  coin 

How-  ci^n  youn^r  men  be  expected  to  stav  at  liome  in  such 
furnished  lod-rin^sr  The  students  studied  in  the  cafes,  the 
theatre,  the  Lu.xemhourg  jrardens.  in  grisHU','  rooms,  even  in 
the  law  school..-anywhere  rather  tlian  in  their  horribl..  rooms 
-horrible  for  purposes  of  study,  deli-htful  as  soon  as  they 
.^'re  used  tor  gossiping  and  smok:,,;^  in.  !'ut  a  cloth  on  the 
'.•'l-le,  and  the  impromptu  dini-r  ,.ent  in  from  the  best 
'■ating-hou.se  in  the  neighbr,rhoo.!-places  for  four— two  of 
;  H'ln  in  pctticoats-show  a  lithograph  of  this  "Interior-'  to 
!li"  veriest  bigot,  and  she  will  b,'  l,ouii(l  to  ^nr!,. 

We  thought  only  of  amusing  ourselves.    The  reason  for  our 
'iissipation  lay  in  the  most  .eri.)!-..  facts  of  the  politics  of  the 
•^"***-'  ^0^'  ^  t-^"'*!  "ot  see  any  room  for  u.s  in  the  two 
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nrof,.-inn>  nur  imnnt-  svi-hra  u-  to  t;.k.-  up.  There  are  a 
l,„i,.l,v.l  .ln,i,,r^.  A  In.n.liv.l  lauyci-.  I'nr  -mr  that  i.  wimted. 
'I'll.-  rrnw.l  1-  choknij:  th.-r  iNv..  ]i.i!h-  ^^hu•h  luv  ^uI)l)<)^ed  to 
l,.a(l  to  fnitmir.  hut  whirh  aiv  inrivly  two  arenas;  men  kill 
,,,,,.1,  ,,,11,.,-  th.-P',  ti-hlm-.  not  iiMl.e<l  '.viih  swor.N  or  fire- 
arni<  l>nt  uilh  intn-uo  and  .-almnnv.  with  ti^'inen-lous  toil, 
,,nMpaiLM.<  in  th.^  ^plinv  of  il..  inlello.t  a^  niunh'ioii^  as  those 
in  Italv  werv  to  the  n.hlleiv  of  the  ii.-puhhe.  In  these  .lays, 
when  .'vcrvthin-  is  an  mtrllrctual  eonipetiti-m,  a  man  must 
1,(.  ahh'  to">it  fortv-ri-hl  hour>  on  em!  in  tii-^  ehair  before  a 
talih'.  as  a  (ieneral  eoiiM  remain   for  two  ilays  .m  horseback 

ami  in  liis  -ad'He. 

Tlie  thront:  of  asjurants  has  neees.itatc.l  a  division  of  tlw 
Faeultv  of  Me.lieine  into  eate^'orie-.  There  is  the  physician 
who  writes  and  llie  i>hvsi(ian  who  praeti-es.  the  polilieal  phyM- 
eian  and  the  phvsician  militant— lour  diifrrent  ways  of  being 
a  phvsician.  four  classes  already  filled  up.  As  to  the  fifth 
class!  that  of  phvsieiaiis  who  sell  remedies,  there  is  such  a 
c.mpetition  ihat'ilHV  {i,i:ht  eaeh  other  with  dis;.n,stinf,'  ad- 
vertisements on  the  walls  of  Paris. 

In  all  the  law  courts  there  are  almost  as  many  lawyers  as 
there  are  cases.  The  pleader  is  thrown  hack  on  journalism, 
on  politics,  on  literature.  In  fact,  the  Slate,  hesie^ced  for  the 
smallest  appointments  under  the  law.  has  ended  by  requiring 
that  the  applicants  should  have  some  little  fortune.  The  pear- 
shaped  head  f.f  the  grocer's  son  is  selected  in  preference  to 
the  square  skull  of  a  man  of  talent  who  has  not  a  sou.  Work 
as  he  will,  with  all  his  energy,  a  young  man.  starting  from 
zero  may  at  the  end  of  ten  vears  find  himself  below  the  point 
he  Jet  out  from.  In  these  days,  talent  must  have  the  good 
luck  which  secures  success  to  the  most  incapable  •,  nay,  more,  if 
it  scorns  the  base  compromises  which  insure  advancement 
to  crawling  mediocritv,  it  will  never  get  on. 

If  we  thoroughlv  knew  our  time,  we  also  knew  ourselves, 
and  we  preferred  the  indolence  of  dreamers  to  aimless  stir. 
oasv-"oinc'  pleasure  to  the  useless  toil  which  would  have  ex- 
haust«l  our  courage  and  worn  out  the  edge  of  our  intelligence. 
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UV  had  nnnlyzcd  social  life  wliilc  Hninkin<:,  lau^'Iiinv'.  and 
i'lafin;:.  But.  tliniij:h  clalmratcd  by  such  iiwaiis  a.-*  those,  our 
nthi  tioiis  were  rKnic  thi-  If-s  jmlicioiis  mid  profound. 

While  w.'  were  fully  ronsciiuis  of  th<'  slavtTV  to  which  vouth 
is  coiidciiiiicd.  \vc  Were  iitnazcd  at  the  Krutnl  indiircrriice  of  the 
Jiuthonties  to  everytliiii;r  coiniectod  with  intellect,  thou^'ht, 
and  poetry.  Hou  often  lu've  .Iiisle  and  I  e.xdiangfd  glances 
when  readini:  tlii'  papers  as  we  stuilied  political  event-,  or  the 
debates  in  the  Chaiuher.  and  dismssed  the  [jroceedings  of  a 
Court  w  ho-e  wilful  igrifirance  could  find  no  parallel  hut  in 
the  platitude  of  the  c(uirtiers,  the  mediocrity  of  the  men 
forming  the  hedge  round  the  newly-restored  throne,  all  alike 
devoid  of  talent  or  breadth  of  view,  of  distinction  or  learning, 
of  influence  or  dignity  I 

Could  there  be  a  higl)or  tribute  to  the  Court  of  Charles  X. 
than  the  present  Court,  if  Court  i^  may  be  called?  What  a 
hatred  of  the  country  iiuiy  he  seen  in  the  naturalization  of 
vulgar  foreigners,  devoid  of  talent,  who  are  enthroned  in  the 
Chamber  of  Peers  I  What  a  perver-ion  of  justice  I  What  an 
insult  to  the  distinguished  youth,  the  ambitions  nativ(>  to  the 
soil  of  France  I  We  looked  u{)on  these  things  as  upon  a  sppc- 
tacle,  and  groaned  over  theui,  without  taking  upon  ourselves 
to  act. 

Juste,  whom  no  one  ever  sought,  and  who  never  sought  anv 
one.  was.  at  five-and-twenty,  a  great  politician,  a  man  with 
a  wonderful  aptitude  for  apprehending  the  correlation  be- 
tween remote  history  and  the  facts  of  the  present  and  of  the 
future.  In  1S31,  he  told  nie  exactly  what  would  and  did  hap- 
pen— the  murders,  the  conspiracies,  the  ascendency  of  the 
Jews,  tlie  ditHculty  of  doing  anything  in  France,  the  scarcity 
of  talent  in  the  higher  circles,  and  the  abundance  of  intellect 
in  the  lowest  ranks,  where  the  finest  courage  is  smothered 
under  cigar  ashes. 

What  was  to  become  of  him?  His  parents  wished  him  to 
be  a  doctor.  But  if  he  were  a  doctor,  must  he  not  wait  twenty 
years  for  a  practice?  Yon  know  what  he  did?  Xo?  Well, 
he  is  a  doctor;  but  he  left  France,  he  is  in  Asia.     At  this  mo- 
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iiirnt  hr  i-  ihtIimii-  ^illkill-  uikIit  fali^Mif  in  a  desert,  or  dying 
of  tlic  lii:-lic.-  nf  a  liarlmrnto  hold. — or  perliaps  lie  is  sonic  In- 
dian iirinif">  prime  niirii-ter. 

A.tiMM  I-  HIV  \u.iitH.ii.  Leaving'  a  <ivil  eolle^je  at  the  a-^e 
<>r  iweiitv.  tli-'oiilv  way  Inr  me  I.,  enter  ttii'  armv  was  hy  en- 
li>tin^^  a"-  a  (ummnii  soldier;  -o,  \\ea'-y  of  tlie  -li-mal  ..utloolv 
thai  i"av  ImI'oiv  a  hiu\,  r.  I  a. .pi"'''  '1"'  l<ii"«  1<<'^'''  '"'''••■'l 
fnn,  ^/iilnr.  1  iinilal-  .Iu>le.  and  keep  niit  of  !••  ranee,  where 
nirii  uaMe.  in  the  .xrwu'^h'  to  make  way.  tlie  eiierjry  needed 
for  the  iiohleM  Work-.  Koljow  my  examph'.  friends;  1  am 
M<,j,.;r  uheiv  a  man  -leer>  hi>  d.-tinv  as  he  phrases. 

Th.-i'  i^reat  re>oiution>  were  formed  in  the  litth'  room  in 
the  h)(L'iiVli">'-''  '"  ''"■  ''"'•  *''""iieille.  in  spit.'  of  our  haunt- 
iw  thi'  Bal  Mu>ard.  tlirtinj,'  witli  -iris  of  the  town,  and  h-ad- 
ini;  a  earele.-^  and  apparently  re.Kless  life.  Our  plans  and 
ar>rnments  ion-   tloated  in  the  air. 

Mareas.  our  iiei-hhor.  was  in  -ome  ileL'ree  the  jruide  who 
led  u^  to  ilu'  mar-in  -d'  the  pre.ipiee  or  the  torrent,  wlio  made 
us  M)und  it.  and  showed  us  hefonhand  what  our  fate  would 
he  if  we  let  ourselves  fall  into  it.  It  was  he  who  put  us  on 
our  uniard  a-ainst  the  time-l)ai,-ains  a  mini  makes  witli 
povortv  under  the  sanction  of  In  pe.  hy  aeeeptinj;  prccanoua 
situations  whence  he  ti-hts  tlie  hat  tie.  carri.  d  along  by  the 
devious  tide  of  Taris— that  jrreat  harlot  who  takes  you  up  or 
leaves  vou  stran.led,  smiles  or  turns  her  lm<  k  on  you  wiUi 
e(iual  readiness,  wears  out  the  ?tronfrc'st  will  in  vexatious  wait- 
ing, and  makes  misfortune  wait  (m  chance. 

\t  our  fir.st  meeting.  Marras.  as  it  were,  dazzled  u?.  On  our 
return  from  t!ie  schools,  a  little  before  the  dinner-hour,  we 
w.>re  accustomed  to  go  up  to  our  room  and  remain  there  a 
while,  either  waiting  for  the  other,  to  learn  whether  there  were 
Miiv  ehanire  m  our  plans  for  the  evening.  One  day,  at  four 
„-,-lock,  .Juste  met  Marcas  on  the  stairs,  and  I  saw  him  in  the 
street,  '  It  was  in  the  month  of  November,  and  Maroas  had  no 
cloak  ;  he  wore  shoes  with  heavy  soles,  corduroy  trousers,  and 
a  bhu"  douhlc-breaste<i  coat  buttoned  to  the  throat,  which  gave 
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a  militiirv  air  to  lii-  l.rnad  di.-t.  all  the  inon-  -o  l)o«-aus<'  ho 
wore  a  lilack  >t()(k.  The  <o-tuiiu'  wa>  iml  in  ilM'if  cxtranr- 
liiiiatv.  Iml  it  ai:irc(|  well  uith  ih,.  uiaii'-  iiiicn  and  (uiiiitc- 
tiaiicr, 

Mv  fir>r  iiii[)ri->ii)n  on  Mcmu'  liitii  wa-  niMtlicr  ^iirpri  ", 
nor  (li>ln'>s  nor  inlcn'-t.  nor  inty.  Imt  riirio-ity  initi^'li'd  with 
all  tln'>c  feel  III;;.-.  lie  wiilk.'d  -Inwly.  with  a  step  that  l)t'- 
travfd  deep  inclaiiclioly.  Ins  head  forward  with  a  >toop,  hut 
not  lii'iit  likr  that  of  a  ( onsciciicc-.-tric  kt-n  man.  That  head, 
lar^'t'  ami  powerful,  which  ini;,dit  contain  the  troasurcs  iiccc- 
siry  for  a  man  of  the  lii;,'hi'.-l  ambition,  hmkcd  as  if  it  were 
loaded  with  thouj/ht  ;  it  was  wei^dited  with  ;rrief  of  mind, 
hut  there  was  no  touih  of  rcmor>e  in  his  expression.  As  to 
his  face,  it  may  he  summed  up  in  a  word.  A  (ommon  super- 
stition has  it  that  every  human  countenance  resembles  some 
animal.  The  animal  for  Manias  was  the  lion.  His  hair  was 
like  a  mane,  hi-  no-e  was  .-hort  and  tiat  ;  broad  and  dente(l 
at  the  tip  like  a  lion's;  his  brow,  like  a  lion's,  was  strongly 
marked  with  a  deep  niedian  furrow,  divi  lint:  two  j)owerful 
bos.ses.  His  hiirh.  hairy  cheek-bones,  all  tin'  more  prominent 
because  his  cheeks  were  so  thin,  his  enormous  mouth  and 
holhtw  jaws,  were  accentuated  by  lines  of  !iaii<,'hty  siLrnifi- 
cance.  and  marked  by  a  complexion  full  of  tawnv  shadows. 
Thi-  almost  terriiile  countenance  sr'cmcd  illuminated  bv  two 
lamj)s — two  eyes,  black  in  leei].  but  infinitely  sweet,  calm  and 
deep,  full  of  thoui,dit.  If  I  may  say  so,  tho.se  eyes  had  a 
iiumiliated  e.\pre--i',n. 

Marcas  was  afiaid  of  lookini:  directly  at  others,  not  for 
liimself.  but  for  tho-e  on  whom  his  fa-cinatinj,^  ^aze  mi;,dit 
rest ;  he  had  a  power,  and  he  shunned  usin;,'  it  ;  he  would  spare 
tiio-i'  he  nut.  and  he  feared  notici\  'I'his  was  not  from  mod- 
esty, but  from  resiixnaiioii — not  Christian  rcsii^nat ion,  which 
implies  charity,  but  re.-iL'natioii  fonndetl  on  reason,  which  had 
demonstrated  the  iimiiediatc  inutility  of  his  jrifts.  the  impos- 
-ibility  of  eiiteriiii:  and  livinjr  in  the  -i)here  for  which  he  was 
iitted.  Tlio-e  eyes  could  at  times  tlasii  liirhtnings.  From 
those  lips  a  voice  of  ilumdrr  must  -urely  proceed;  it  was  a 
mouth  like  Mirabcau's. 


348 


'■:\ 


* 


Z.  MARCAS 

:r,uul  fellnw  in  the  street."  said  I  to 


"I  have  f^een  such  ii 
Juste  on  coniiiiir  in. 

"It  must  l)e"()ur  nci-hhur,"  Te[)lit'^l  Juste,  who  described, 
in  fact,  tlu-  man  I  had  jn.-t  imt.  "A  man  who  lives  like  a 
wood-louse  would  he  sure  to  hmk  like  that."  he  added. 

"What  dejection  and  what  diL'nityl" 

"One  is  the  cnn~c(|uence  nt'  the  other." 

"What  ruined  hopes!     What  schemes  and  failures!" 

"Seven  leaL'ues  of  ruins!  Oiudi^ks— palace.--  towers!— 
The  ruins  of  Palmyra   in  the  dc-^ert !"  said  Juste,  laughing. 

So  we  called  him  the  Ruins  of  Pahayra. 

As  w(>  went  out  to  dine  at  the  wretched  eating-house  in  the 
Kue  de  la  llarpe  'o  which  we  suhseribed.  we  asked  the  name 
of  Number  T,,  and  then  lieard  the  weird  name  Z.  Mareas. 
Like  boys,  as  we  were,  we  repeated  it  more  than  a  hundred 
times  with  all  .-orts  of  coiuments.  absurd  or  melancholy,  and 
the  name  lent  it-elf  to  tlw  je-^t.  Jii~-te  would  fire  off  the  Z 
like  a  rocket  rising,  z-z-z-z-zod :  and  after  p:'onouncing  th( 
first  syllable  of  the  name  with  great  importance,  depicted  a 
fall  by  the  dull  brevity  of  liie  second. 

"Now.  how  and  where  does  ti.     man  live?" 

From  this  (|uery.  to  the  innocent  espionage  of  curiositv 
there  was  no  ])ause  but  that  required  for  carrying  out  out 
plan.  Instead  of  loitering  about  the  streets,  wo  both  cam( 
in.  each  armed  with  a  novel.  We  read  with  our  ears  open 
And  in  the  perfect  silence  of  our  attic  rooms,  we  heard  th( 
even,  dull  sound  of  a  slcc^pin-  man  breathing. 

"He  is  asleep."  ^aill  I  to  .luste.  noticing  this  fact. 
"At  seven  o'clock!"  replied  the  Doctor. 
This  was  the  name  by  which  I  calle.l  Juste,  and  he  callec 
me  the  Keeper  of  the  Seals. 

"A  man  must  be  wretched  indeed  to  sleep  as  much  as  ou 
neighbor!"  cried  1.  jumping  on  to  the  chest  of  drawers  will 
a  knife  in  mv  baud,  to  which  a  corkscrew  was  attached. 

I  made  a  round  hole  at  t!ie  top  of  the  partition,  about  a 
big  as  a  five-sou  piece.  I  had  forgotten  that  there  would  b 
no''  light  in  the  room,  and  on  putting  my  eye  to  the  hole. 
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saw  only  darknesti.  At  about  one  in  the  morninfr,  when  we 
had  rini;;hed  our  bonks  and  were  about  to  undress,  we  heard 
a  noise  in  our  neighbor's  rooui.  He  got  up,  struck  a  match, 
and  lighted  his  dip.  I  got  on  to  tiie  drawers  again,  and  I 
then  saw  ]\Iarcas  seatei]  at  his  table  and  copying  law-papers. 

His  room  was  al)out  iialt'  the  size  of  ours;  the  bed  stood  in 
a  recess  by  the  door,  for  the  pa.-sage  ended  there,  and  its 
breadth  was  added  to  his  garret ;  but  the  ground  on  which 
the  house  was  built  was  evidently  irregular,  for  the  party-wall 
formed  an  obtuse  angle,  and  the  room  was  not  square.  There 
was  no  fireplace,  only  a  small  earthenware  stove,  white 
blotched  with  green,  of  which  the  pipe  went  up  through  the 
roof.  The  window,  in  the  skew  side  of  the  room,  had  shabby 
red  curtains.  The  furniture  consisted  of  an  armchair,  a  table, 
a  chair,  and  a  wretched  bed-table.  A  cupboard  in  the  wall 
held  his  clothes.  The  wall-paper  was  horrible:  evidently 
only  a  servant  had  ever  lodged  there  before  Marcas. 

"What  is  to  be  .«een?*'  asked  the  Doctor  as  I  got  down. 

"Look  for  yourself,"  said  I. 

At  nine  next  morning,  Marcas  was  in  bed.  He  had  break- 
fasted ofT  a  saveloy;  we  saw  on  a  plate,  witli  .some  crumbs 
of  bread,  the  remains  of  that  too  familiar  delicacy.  He  was 
asleep;  he  did  not  wake  till  eleven.  He  then  set  to  work  again 
on  the  copy  he  had  begun  the  night  before,  which  was  lying 
on  the  table. 

On  going  downstairs  we  asked  the  price  of  that  room,  and 
were  told  fifteen  francs  a  month. 

In  the  course  of  a  few  days,  we  were  fully  informed  as  to 
the  mode  of  life  of  Z.  Marcas.  He  did  copying,  at  so  much  a 
sheet  no  doubt,  for  a  law-writer  who  lived  in  the  courtyard  of 
the  Saintc-Chapelle.  He  worked  half  the  night;  after  sleep- 
ing from  si.x  till  ten,  he  began  again  and  wrote  till  three. 
Then  he  went  out  to  take  the  copy  home  before  dinner,  which 
he  ate  at  Mizerai's  in  the  Rue  Michel-le-Comte,  at  a  cost  of 
nine  sous,  and  came  in  to  bed  at  six  o'clock.  It  became  known 
to  us  that  Marcas  did  not  utter  fifteen  .sentences  in  a  month; 
he  never  talked  to  anybody,  nor  said  a  word  to  himself  in  his 
dreadful  garret. 
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"Thf  Ruins  of  I';ilni\ra  arc  tcrril'Iv  silent  I"  said  Juste. 

This  taciturnity  in  a  man  whose  appearance  was  so  im- 
posing' was  stranp'ly  si,i:nilicant.  Sometinies  wh<'n  wo  met 
him.  Wf  e\chan;:(Ml  ;;lanccs  full  of  incaninLT  "U  Imth  sides, 
but  tliev  never  led  to  any  advance-.  In-ensihly  this  man  be- 
came the  oliject  of  our  M'cret  admiration,  thouj^h  wo  knew  no 
ri'ason  f'lr  it.  Did  il  lie  in  his  secretly  simple  habits,  his 
monastic  iVLTularity.  his  hermit-like  fru'rality.  his  idiotically 
mechanical  la!)or.  allowinj^  his  mind  to  remain  neuter  or  to 
work  on  its  owi:  lines,  set'inintr  to  us  to  hint  at  an  expoctatioa 
of  some  stmke  of  jrood  luck,  or  at  some  fore^rone  conclu.sion 
as  to  his  life? 

After  wanderinj:  for  a  lonp  time  amoni;  the  Ruins  of  Pal- 
myra, we  foriret  them — we  were  youn^I  Then  came  the 
Carnival,  the  Paris  Carnival,  which,  henceforth,  will  eclipse 
the  <ild  Carnival  of  Venice,  unless  some  ill-advised  Prefect  of 
Police  is  anta^'onistic. 

(Jamhlini:  ouirhi  to  be  allowed  durinsr  the  Carnival;  but 
the  stui)iil  moralists  who  have  had  pand)linp  suppressed  are 
inert  financiers,  and  this  indispensable  evil  will  bo  re-estab- 
lished amon^'  lis  when  it  is  proved  that  France  leaves  millions 
at  the  Gorman  tables. 

This  splendid  Carnival  brought  us  to  utter  penury,  as  it 
does  every  student.  We  trot  rid  of  every  object  of  luxury;  we 
sold  our  second  coats. our  second  boots, our  second  waistcoats — 
everything  of  which  we  had  a  duplicate,  except  our  friend. 
We  ate  bread  and  cold  sausages;  we  looked  where  we  walked; 
we  had  set  to  work  in  oartiest.  We  owed  two  months'  rent, 
and  were  sure  of  having  a  bill  from  the  porter  for  sixty  or 
eighty  items  each,  and  amounting  to  forty  or  fifty  francs. 
We  made  no  noix',  and  did  not  langh  a-  we  crossed  the  little 
iiail  at  the  bottom  of  the  stair>:  we  commonly  took  it  at 
a  fiying  leap  from  the  lowe-t  step  into  the  street.  On  the 
day  wlien  we  first  fonnd  uurselves  liereft  of  tobacco  for  our 
])ipes,  it  struck  us  that  for  some  days  wo  had  been  eating 
bread  without  any  kind  of  butter. 

(irc'at  was  our  distress. 
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"Xo  tobacco  I""  said   the   Doctor. 

"No  cloak!"  said  the  Kcojut  of  the  Soal.e. 

"Ah,  you  rax-.il.-,  ymi  would  dress  as  the  postilion  dc 
Loii^'junicau,  \nu  would  apjicar  as  I)i'l)iirdrurs.  siip  in  the 
niorninj.',  and  breakfast  at  ni^ht  at  \'<''rv"s — >nrnr|inies  even 
at  the  Jiochcr  ilr  ('nintilr. —  [)vy  bivad  for  vou,  niv  li(i\>! 
Why,"  said  1.  in  a  1m,i;-  lia><  \oic,'.  "you  df-crvc  to  -Icep  under 
the  bed,  you  are  not  worthy  to  lie  in  ii— — " 

'■^  es,  yes:  but.  Kce])er  of  Seals,  tliere  is  no  more  tobacco  I" 
said  Juste. 

"It  is  iiigh  time  to  write  home,  to  our  aunt-,  our  mothers, 
and  our  sisters,  to  tell  tlieui  we  have  no  underliucii  left,  that 
the  wear  and  tear  of  Paris  would  ruiti  ira-ments  of  wiiv.  Then 
we  will  solve  an  elegant  ehemical  proldeui  by  transmuting 
linen  into  silver." 

"But  we  must  live  till  we  get  the  answer." 

"Well,  1  will  go  and  bring  out  a  loan  among  such  of  our 
friends  as  nuiy  still  have  some  capital  to  invest." 

"And  how  much  will  you  lindr" 

"Say  ten  francs!"  reidied  1  with  pride. 

It  wa.s  midnight.  .Marcas  had  heard  everything.  He 
knocked  at  our  door. 

"Messieurs,"  .said  he,  "here  is  some  tobacco;  you  can  repay 
nie  on  the  first  opportunity." 

Wc  were  struck,  not  by  the  olTer,  which  wv  accepted,  but 
by  the  rich,  deep,  full  voice  in  which  it  was  madi' :  a  tone  only 
comparable  to  the  lowest  string  of  Paganini"s  violin.  Marcas 
vanished  without  waiting  for  our  thanks. 

Juste  and  I  looked  at  each  other  without  a  word.  To  bo 
rescued  by  a  man  evidently  poorer  than  ourselves!  Juste 
sat  down  to  write  to  every  member  of  his  family,  and  I  went 
off  to  effect  a  loan.  I  brought  in  twenty  franc<  lent  me  bv  a 
fellow-provincial.  In  that  evil  but  happy  day  gambling  was 
till  tolerated,  and  in  its  lodes,  as  hard  as  tiie  rocky  ore  of 
Brazil,  young  men,  by  risking  a  snuill  sum.  had  a  chance  of 
winning  a  few  gold  pieces.  My  friend,  too.  had  some  Turkish 
Lobacco  brought  home  from  Constantinople  by  a  sailor,  and 
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he  "avo  mo  quite  a>  niucli  as  we  had  taken  from  Z.  Marcas. 
I  conveyed  the  .-])h'ndid  eai'L'o  into  port,  and  we  went  in  tri- 
umph U>  repav  mir  neighhwr  with  a  tawny  wig  of  'rurkish 
tohaeco  for  his  ilark  Vuporal. 

"■You  are  deterniii  1  not  to  be  my  debtors.""  said  he. 
"You  are  giving  me  gidd  for  copper. — You  are  boys— good 

boys " 

The  setitenees.  spoken  i  .arying  tones,  were  variously  om- 
pliasized.  Tlie  words  were  nothing,  but  the  expression  I— 
That  made  us  friends  of  ten  years"  standing  at  once. 

Marcas,  on  hearing  us  coming,  had  covered  up  liis  papers; 
we  understood  tliat  it  wouhl  be  taking  a  liberty  to  allude  to  his 
means  of  subsistence,  and  felt  ashamed  of  having  watched 
him.  His  cupboard  stood  open;  in  it  there  were  two  shirts, 
a  white  necktie,  and  a  razor.  The  razor  made  me  shudder. 
A  looking-glass,  worth  five  francs  perhaps,  hung  near  the 

window. 

The  nian"s  few  and  simple  movements  had  a  sort  of  savage 
grandeur.  The  Doctor  and  I  looked  at  eacli  otlier,  wonder- 
ing what  we  could  say  in  reply.  Juste,  seeing  that  I  was 
speechless,  asked  Marcas  jestingly: 

"You  cultivate  literature,  monsieur?"' 

"Far   from    it!""    replied    Marcas.      "I    should   not   be   so 

wealth  v." 

"I  fancied,"  said  I,  "that  poetry  alone,  in  these  days,  was 
amply  suflicient  to  provide  a  man  with  lodgings  as  bad  as 
ours."' 

My  remark  made  Marcas  smile,  and  the  smile  gave  a  charm 
to  his  yellow  face. 

"Ainbition  is  not  a  less  severe  taskmaster  to  those  who  fail." 
said  he.  "You,  who  are  beginning  life,  walk  in  the  beater 
paths,     \ever  dream  of  rising  superior,  you  will  be  ruined!" 

"You  advise  us  to  stay  just  as  we  are?""  said  the  Doctor 

smiling. 

There  is  something  so  infectious  and  childlike  in  the  pleaS' 
antries  of  youth,  that  Marcas  smiled  again  in  reply. 

"Wluit  incidents  can  have  given  you  this  detestable  philos 
ophy  ?"  a?kcd  I. 
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"I  forgot  once  moe  tliat  chanco  is  the  rf>iilt  .)f  an  immense 
.(Illation  of  which  wo  know  not  ail  the  factors.  When  wo  start 
from  zero  to  work  up  to  tho  unit,  tlio  chancos  aro  incalculable. 
To  ambitious  men  Paris  is  an  iinincn.-^o  roulette  table,  and 
every  younp  man  fancies  he  can  hit  on  a  successful  progrcs- 
.~ion  of  numbers." 

Ho  offorod  us  the  tobacco  I  had  broiiirht  that  we  might 
-moke  with  him;  the  Dortor  went  to  fetch  our  pipes;  Marcas 
filled  his,  and  then  he  came  to  sit  in  our  room,  brinirinsr  the 
lobaccf)  with  him,  since  there  were  i)ut  two  chairs  in  his.  Juste, 
as  brisk  as  a  squirrel,  ran  out,  an<l  returned  with  a  boy  carry- 
ing three  bottles  of  Bordeaux,  -omo  Brie  cheese,  and'  a  hai. 

"Hah !"  said  I  to  myself,  "fifteen  francs,"  and  I  was  right 
to  a  sou. 

Juste  gravely  laid  five  francs  on  the  eliimney-shelf. 

There  are  immeasurable  differences  between  the  gregario'is 
man  and  the  man  who  lives  closest  to  nature.  Toussaint 
Ijouverture,  after  he  was  caught,  died  without  speaking  a 
word.  Xapoleon,  transplanted  to  a  rock,  talked  like  a  magpie 
— he  wanted  to  account  for  himself.  Z.  lianas  erred  in  the 
same  way,  but  for  our  benefit  only.  Silence  in  all  its  majesty 
IS  to  be  found  only  in  the  savage.  There  never  is  a  criminal 
who,  though  he  might  let  his  secrets  fall  with  his  head  into 
the  basket  of  sawdust,  does  not  feel  the  purely  social  impulse 
10  tell  them  to  somebody. 

Nay,  I  am  wrong.  We  have  seen  one  Iroquois  of  the  Fau- 
bourg Saint-Marceau  who  raised  the  Parisian  to  the  level  of 
the  natural  savage — a  republican,  a  conspirator,  a  French- 
man, an  old  man,  who  outdid  all  we  have  heard  of  Negro  de- 
termination, and  all  that  Cooper  tells  us  of  the  tenacity  and 
'■oolness  of  the  Redskins  under  defeat.  Jlorey,  the  Guati- 
inozin  of  the  "Mountain,"  i)reserved  an  attitude  unparalleled 
:n  the  annals  of  European  justice. 


This  is  what  Marcas  told  us  during  the  simill  hours,  .sand- 

'.iching  his  discourse  with  slices  of  ])read  spread  with  cheese 

and  washed  down  with  wine.    All  the  tobacco  was  burned  out. 
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Now  and  then  the  hackney  coaelirs  elatterinsz  aeross  tho  Place 
i\c  ro.leon,  or  ihe  omnibuses  toiling'  jia^l,  sent  up  tlieir  dull 
niinhliiifr.  as  if  to  remind  us  that  Paris  was  still  close  to  us. 

His  familv  lived  at  \itre:  his  lather  and  motlier  hail 
fifteen  hundred  francs  a  year  in  the  funds.  lie  had  received 
an  ediicatinii  uratis  in  a  Sr;iiinary.  l)Ut  l:ad  refused  t.)  entei 
the  prieslhond.  lie  iVlt  in  hims.'lf  the  fire-  of  immen^r 
amhitioti.  and  had  come  to  I'aris  on  I'-.ot  at  tln'  a,i.'e  of  twenty. 
(li,.  j„,^^^•.-^(lr  of  two  hundred  francs.  \\v 
law,  working:  in  an  attorney's  otiice.  whi'n> 
ho  superior  clerk.  He  had  taken  hi-  (h.ctorV  de}irno  in  law, 
had  mastered  the  old  and  modern  codes,  and  eouhl  hold  his 
own  with  the  most  famous  jilcaders.  He  liad  studied  the  law 
of  nations,  and  wa>  familiar  with  Kuropean  treaties  and  in- 
ternational ))ractice.  He  had  studied  men  and  thinjrs  in  five 
f.„pjt;ils— r.ondon,  Berlin,  Vienna,  I'etershurjr.  and  Con- 
stant inojile. 

No  man  was  better  Informed  than  ho  as  to  the  rules  of  tht 
Chanihcr.  For  live  years  he  hail  been  reporter  of  the  debate- 
for  a  daily  paper.  Uo  spoke  e.\t.'m]ioro  and  admirably,  and 
could  go  on  for  a  long  time  in  that  deep,  appealing  voici 
which  had  struck  us  to  tho  soul.  Indeed,  he  proved  by  th( 
narrative  of  his  life  that  he  was  a  great  orator,  a  concise 
orator,  serious  and  yot  full  of  jjiercing  elofiuence :  ho  re 
somblod  Kerryer  in  his  fervor  and  in  tho  impetus  which  com 
mands  the  sympathy  of  the  masses,  and  was  like  Thior 
in  refinement"  and  skill ;  but  he  would  have  been  less  diffuse 
loss  in  diflicultios  for  a  conclusion.  He  had  intended  to  ris( 
rapidly  to  power  without  burdening  himself  first  with  thi 
doctrines  necessary  to  begin  with,  for  a  man  in  opposition 
but  an  incubus  later  to  the  statesman. 

Marcas  had  learned  evervthing  that  a  real  statesman  shouh 
know;  indeed,  his  amazement  was  considerable  when  he  ha( 
occasion  to  discern  the  utter  ignorance  of  men  who  have  risei 
to  the  administration  of  public  aiTairs  in  France.  Thougl 
in  him  it  wa<  vocation  that  had  led  to  study,  nature  had  bee: 
generous  and  bestowed  all  that  cannot  be  acquired— keen  per 
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cfption!?,  eelf-ionimand,  a  nimble  wit,  rapid  ju(l<rnicnt,  de- 
ri.-ivfnes8,  antl,  what  is  tlio  j^'cnius  of  thcM'  iiuii,  I'crtirity  iu 
rosourcc. 

By  the  tinu  wlion  Marcas  thought  himscll"  duly  ((juippcd. 
Franco  wa?  t(.rn  hy  intc.-liue  divisions  arising  from  the  tri- 
umph of  the  House  of  (Orleans  over  the  elder  hraneh  of  the 
Bourbons. 

The  field  of  political  warfare  is  evidently  changed.  Civil 
war  henceforth  cannot  last  for  long,  and  will  Dot  be  fought 
out  in  the  provinces.  In  France  such  struggles  will  be  of 
brief  duration  and  at  the  seat  of  government;  and  the  battle 
will  bo  the  close  of  the  moral  contest  which  will  have  been 
brought  to  an  issue  by  superior  minds.  This  state  of  things 
will  continue  so  long  as  France  has  her  present  singular  form 
of  government,  which  has  no  analogy  with  that  of  any  other 
country;  for  there  is  no  more  rcseiiil)liiiu('  lietwc^cii  the  Eng- 
lish and  the  French  constitutions  than  between  the  two  lands. 

Thus  Marcas'  place  was  in  the  political  pn-s.  Being  jioor 
and  unable  to  .secure  his  election,  he  hoped  to  make  a  sudden 
appearance.  He  resolved  on  making  the  greatest  possible  sacri- 
fice for  a  man  of  superior  intellect,  to  work  as  sul)ordinate 
to  some  rich  and  ambitious  deputy.  I.ike  a  second  Bonaparte, 
he  sought  his  Barras;  the  new  Colbert  ho{)ed  to  iind  a  Ma- 
zarin.  He  did  immense  .services,  and  he  did  tluiii  then  and 
there:  he  assumed  no  inipv)rtance,  he  made  no  boast,  he  did 
not  complain  of  ingratitude.  He  did  them  in  the  hope  that 
his  patron  would  put  him  in  a  position  to  be  electeil  deputy; 
Marcas  wished  for  nothing  but  a  loan  that  might  enable  him 
to  purchase  a  house  in  Paris,  the  cjualilication  required  by 
law.    Richard  III.  asked  for  nothing  but  his  horse. 

In  throe  vears  Marcas  had  made  his  man — one  of  the  fifty 
supposed  groat  statesmen  who  are  the  battledores  with  which 
two  cunning  players  toss  the  ministerial  portfolios  exactly 
as  the  man  behind  the  puppet-show  hits  Punch  against  the 
constable  in  his  street  theatre,  and  counts  on  always  getting 
paid.  This  man  existed  only  by  Mar-as,  but  he  had  just 
brains  enough  to  appreciate  the  value  of  his  "ghost"  and  to 
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know  that  Marcas,  if  he  ever  came  to  the  front,  would  remain 
there,   would   he   indispensahle.   while   he   him?elf   would   he 
translated  to  the  polar  zone  of  the  Luxemhourg.    So  he  deter- 
mined  to  put   insurmountahie  nhstaeles  in  the  way  of  his 
Mentor's  advaneement.  and  hid  liis  purpose  under  the  sem- 
hlanee  of  the  utmost  sincvrity.     Like  all  mean  men,  he  could 
dissimulate  to  perfection,  and  he  soon  made  progress  in  the 
wavs  of  ingratitude,  for  he  felt  that  he  must  kill  Marcas,  not 
to  "he  killed  hy  him.     These  two  men,  apparently  so  united, 
hated  each  other  as  soon  as  one  had  once  deceived  the  other. 
The  politician  was  made  one  of  a  ministry;  Marcas  re- 
mained in  the  opposition  to  hinder  his  man  from  being  at- 
tacked ;  nav,  by  skilful  tactics  he  won  him  the  applause  of  the 
opposition."    To  excuse  himself  for  not  rewarding  his  subal- 
tern, the  chief  pointed  out  the  impossibility  of  finding  a  place 
suddenly  for  a  man  on  the  other  side,  without  a  great  deal  of 
mannruvring.     Marcas  had  hoped  confidently  for  a  place  to 
enable  him  to  marrv,  and  thus  acquire  the  qualification  he  so 
ardently  desired.     lie  was  two-and-thirty,  and  the  Chamber 
ere  long  mu.=t  bo  dissolved.    Having  detected  his  man  in  this 
flagrant  act  of  bad  faith,  he  overthrew  him,  or  at  any  rate  con- 
tributed largely  to  his  overthrow,  and  covered  him  with  mud. 
A  fallen  minister,  if  he  is  to  rise  again  to  power,  must  show 
that  he  is  to  be  feared ;  this  man,  intoxicated  by  Royal  glib- 
ness,  had  fancied  that  his  position  would  be  permanent;  he 
acknowledged    his   delinquencies;    besides    confessing    them, 
he  did  Marcas  a  small  money  service,  for  Marcas  had  got  into 
debt.     He  subsidized  the  new.spapcr  on  which  Marcas  worked, 
and  made  him  the  manager  of  it. 

Though  he  despised  the  man,  Marcas,  who,  practically,  was 
being  subsidized  too,  consented  to  take  the  part  of  the  fallen 
minister.  Without  unmasking  at  once  all  the  batteries  of  hu 
superior  intellect,  Marcas  came  a  little  further  than  before 
he  -bowed  lialf  his  shrewdness.  The  Ministry  lasted  only  i 
hundred  and  eightv  davs;  it  was  swallowed  up.  Marcas  ha. 
put  himself  into  communication  with  certain  deputies,  hac 
moulded  them  like  dough,  leaving  each  impressed  with  a  higl 
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opinion  of  his  talent ;  his  puppet  again  l)Ofani('  a  nipmber  of 
the  Ministry,  and  then  tho  paper  vas  ministerial.  The  Min- 
istry united  the  paper  with  another,  soh'ly  to  s([ueeze  out 
Mareas.  wlio  in  this  fusion  liad  to  nuike  way  for  a  rieh  and 
insoU'nt  rival,  whose  name  was  well  known,  and  who  alreaily 
had  his  foot  in  the  stirrup. 

Mareas  relapsed  into  utter  destitution,  his  haui^dity  patron 
well  knew  the  depths  into  which  he  had  cast  him. 

Where  was  he  to  go?  The  ministerial  papers,  nrivily 
warned,  would  have  nothing  to  say  to  him.  The  opposition 
papers  did  not  care  to  admit  him  to  their  oHi((>s.  Mareas 
could  side  neither  with  the  TJcyiuhlieans  nor  with  the  Le- 
gitimists, two  parties  wlio^r  triuiii[ili  would  mean  the  over- 
throw of  everytliing  that  now  is. 

"Ambitious  men  like  a  fast  liold  on  things."  said  he  with  a 
smile. 

He  lived  by  writing  a  few  articles  on  commercial  alTairs, 
and  contributed  to  one  of  those  ep.cy<lo[i('(liiis  brou.Lrlit  out  by 
speculation  and  not  by  learning.  Finally  a  paper  was 
founded,  which  was  destined  to  live  t»ut  two  years.  l)Ut  which 
secured  hia  services.  From  that  moment  he  renewed  liis  con- 
nection with  the  minister's  eiiemio;  he  Joined  the  party  who 
were  working  for  the  fall  of  the  (iovernment ;  and  as  soon  as 
his  pickaxe  had  free  play,  it  fell. 

This  paper  had  now  for  si.\  months  ceased  to  exist ;  he  had 
failed  to  find  emjiloyment  of  any  kind  ;  he  was  spoken  of  as  a 
dangerous  man,  calumny  attacked  him  ;  he  had  unmasked  a 
huge  financial  and  mercantile  job  by  a  few  articles  and  a  pam- 
phlet. Fie  was  known  to  be  the  mouthpiece  of  a  banker  who 
was  said  to  have  paid  liim  largely,  and  from  whom  he  was  sup- 
posed to  expect  some  patronage  in  return  for  nis  champion- 
ship. Mareas,  disgi'.st"d  by  men  and  things,  worn  out  by  five 
years  of  fighting,  regarded  as  a  fjce  lance  rather  than  as  a 
great  leader,  crushed  by  the  necessity  for  earning  his  daily 
bread,  which  hindered  him  from  gaining  ground,  in  despair 
at  the  influence  exerted  by  money  over  mind,  and  given  over 
to  dire  poverty,  buried  himself  in  a  garret,  to  make  thirty 
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SOUS  a  (lay,  the  sum  strictly  aiiswcrinj;  to  his  ncedg.  Medi- 
tation had  leveled  a  desert  all  round  him.  lie  read  the  |ia- 
pers  to  be  informed  of  what  was  going  on.  I'ozzo  di  Borgo 
had  once  lived  like  this  for  some  time. 

Mareas,  no  douht,  wa^i  planning  a  serious  attack,  accustom- 
ing himself  to  dissimulation,  and  punishing  himself  for  his 
blunders  by  Pythagorean  nmteness.  But  he  did  not  tell  us 
the  reasons  for  his  conduct. 

It  is  impossihle  to  give  you  an  idea  of  the  scenes  of  the 
highest  comedy  that  lay  behind  this  algebraic  statement  of 
his  career;  his  useless  patience  dogging  the  footsteps  of  for- 
tune, which  pn'S(.ntly  took  wings,  his  long  tramps  over  the 
thorny  brakes  of  Paris,  his  breathless  chases  as  a  petitioner, 
his  attempts  to  win  over  fools;  the  schemes  laid  only  to  fail 
through  the  influence  of  some  frivolous  woman  ;  the  meetings 
with  men  of  b\isiness  who  expected  their  capital  to  bring 
them  places  and  a  peerage,  as  well  as  large  interest.  Then  the 
hopes  rising  in  a  towering  wave  only  to  l)reak  in  foam  on  the 
shoal;  the  wonders  wrought  in  reconciling  adverse  interests 
which,  after  working  together  for  a  week,  fell  asunder;  the 
annoyance,  a  thousaml  times  ri>peated,  of  seeing  a  dunce  deco- 
rated with  the  Legion  of  Honor,  and  jireferred.  though  as 
ignorant  as  a  shop-boy,  to  a  man  of  talent.  Then,  what  Mar- 
eas called  the  stratagems  of  stupidity— you  strike  a  man,  and 
he  seems  convinced,  he  nods  his  head — everything  is  settled; 
next  day,  this  india-ruiiher  ball,  flattened  for  a  moment,  has 
recovered  itself  in  the  course  of  the  night ;  it  is  as  full  of  wind 
as  ever;  vou  must  begin  all  over  again  ;  and  you  go  on  till  you 
understand  that  you  are  not  dealing  with  a  man,  but  with  a 
lump  of  g\ini  that  loses  shape  in  the  sunshine. 

These  I'lousand  annoyances,  this  vast  waste  of  human 
energy  on  barren  spots.  thi>  dilliculty  of  achieving  any  good, 
the  incredible  facility  of  doing  mischief;  two  strong  games 
played  out,  twice  won.  and  then  twice  lost:  the  hatred  of  a 
statesman— a  blockhead  wi;h  a  painted  face  and  a  wig, 
but   in    whom   the   world    believed— all    these   things,   great 
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and  i-niall,  liud  not  ciii^lnil,  but  )..r  tlic  moment  had  dashed, 
Marcus.  In  tin-  da_\>  wliin  iiioiun  Imd  lomc  into  his  Imnds, 
hii*  lingers  had  not  duulicd  it;  lie  had  allow.'d  himself  the 
exquisite  pleasure  of  -cndin-  ii  ..li  to  his  familv— to  his  sis- 
ters, his  brotiiei>,  his  old  fatlur.  Like  Ni.jioliun  in  his  fall, 
lie  a.-<kcd  for  no  niore  than  lhiii\  vuii-  a  dav.  and  any  man 
ot  eiier^'v  can  earn  lliirty  sou-  for  a  dav".-  uork  in  Paris. 

Wlien  Mana,-  iiad  lini.dieil  the  >torv  of  his  life,  intcr- 
min^'led  witli  rctiections,  iiiaMiii,-.  and  ol.,-!  rvations,  revealing 
him  as  a  utvm  politician,  a  few  (jii>>tion,-.  and  answers  on  both 
sides  as  to  the  projxress  of  alTair.-  in  I'raiKc  ami  in  Kiiropo 
were  enoiijrh  to  prove  to  us  that  lie  was  a  real  ,-tatesman;  for 
11  man  mayhe  i|nicklyatid  easilyjm!i:cd  when  lie  (an  he  l)rou;,dit 
on  to  the  (;rouiid  of  iniincdiate  diiriciiltic- :  there  is  a  certain 
Shihholetii  for  men  of  Mipcrior  talents,  and  wc  were  of  the 
trihe  of  modern  Levites  witliout  helon^'in^'  as  yet  to  the  Tem- 
ple. A>  1  have  said,  our  frivoii;y  covered  certain  purposes 
which  Juste  ha-  carried  mit.  and  which  I  am  ahoiit  to  execute. 

When  we  had  done  talking:,  we  all  three  went  out.  cold  as 
it  was.  to  walk  in  the  Luxeinhoiiri:  ^^ardens  till  the  dinner 
hour.  In  the  cour.<e  of  that  wal'  r-  conversation,  grave 
through(jut.  turned  on  the  paiiifu,  ,)eets  of  the  political 
situation.  Kadi  of  us  contributed  -lis  remarks,  his  com- 
ment, or  his  jest,  a  pleasantry  or  a  proverb.  This  was  no 
longer  exclusively  a  discussion  of  life  on  the  colossal  scale 
just  described  by  Marca^.  the  soldier  of  political  ■  arfare. 
Nor  was  it  the  distressful  monologue  of  the  wrecked  navi- 
gator, stranded  in  a  garret  in  the  HAtel  Corneille;  it  was  a 
dialogue  in  which  two  well-informed  young  men,  having 
gauged  the  times  they  lived  in.  were  endeavoring,  under  the 
guidance  of  a  man  of  talent,  to  gain  some  light  on  their  own 
future   prospects. 

"U  by."'  asked  Juste,  "did  you  not  wait  patientlv  for  an 
opportunity,  and  imitate  the  only  man  who  has  been  able 
to  keep  the  lead  since  the  Revolution  of  July  by  holding 
his  head  above  water!'" 

"Have  I  not  said  that  we  never  know  where  the  roots  of 
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chance  lie?  Carrel  wab  in  uli-ntically  the  same  position  as 
the  o.utor  you  .-peak  of.  'riuil  gloomy  young  man,  of  a  bitter 
^jurit,  hucJ  a  whole  government  in  his  head;  the  man  of 
whom  you  t^peak  hati  no  idea  beyond  mounting  on  the  crupper 
of  every  event.  Of  tlie  two,  larnl  was  the  better  man. 
Well,  one  iHcanie  a  minister.  Carrei  remained  a  journalit^t; 
the  ineompiete  lut  craftier  man  is  living;  Carrel  is  dead/ 

"I  mav  point  out  that  your  man  h*h  for  fifteen  years  been 
makinfr  iiis  way,  and  is  but  making  it  still.  He  may  yet  be 
caught  iiiid  cru.-lied  betwei'ii  two  ears  full  of  intrigues  on 
the  highroad  t(»  pow<T.  lie  has  no  house;  he  has  not  the 
favor  of  the  piilaie  like  Metternich;  nor,  like  Villelc,  the 
prote-jtion  of  a  eoiiipaet  majority. 

"1  do  not  believe  that  the  present  state  of  things  will  last 
ten  years  longer.  Hence,  supposing  1  should  have  such  poor 
^,)od  ii'.ck.  1  .nil  iiliva.^  itio  late  to  avoid  i)eiiig  swept  away 
by  the  commotion  I  foresee.  I  should  need  to  be  established 
in  a  Mipenor  position." 

"What  commotion?"  aske<l  Juste. 

"At  (it  ST,  l.^Mu."  said  .Manas  in  solemn  tones,  holding  out 
his  hand  towards  Paris;  ".Xidisr,  the  offspring  of  Youth 
which  hound  the  sheaves,  and  of  Inleliect  which  ha<l  ripened 
the  iiarvest,  for^'ot  to  provide  for  Youth  and  Intellect. 

"Youth  will  txplode  like  tlie  boiler  of  a  ^teanl-engine. 
Youth  has  no  outlet  in  Frame:  it  is  ^ratherinv:  an  avalanche 
of  underrated  capaiiililies,  of  le^'itiniate  and  restless  ambi- 
tions:  voiing  iiieii  arc  not  iiiarrviim  now;  families  cannot  tell 
what  to  do  with  their  ciiildren.  What  will  the  thunderclap 
he  that  will  -hake  iloun  tlr-e  nia-ses?  1  know  not,  hut  they 
will  crash  down  into  the  midst  of  things,  and  overthrow 
evervthiii^'.  These  are  laws  of  hydrostatics  which  act  on  the 
human  ra(  c :  the  IJonian  Ijiipire  luid  failed  to  understand 
them,  and  the  Harharie  liordfs  came  down. 

"The  Barharic  hordes  now  arc  tlie  intelligent  class.  The 
laws  of  overpre-;>iire  are  at  this  moment  aelinir  slowly  and 
sileiitlv  in  our  niiilst.  The  (ioverninent  is  the  L'reat  crin.inal; 
it  doe^  not  appreciate  the  two  powers  to  which  it  owes  every- 
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thinp;  it  has  allowed  its  hands  to  bo  tied  by  the  abMirdilus 
111'  ilic  CuiiirMct  ;  it  I-  l)<)Uiul,  readv  to  he  tlii'  victiin. 

"Louis  XIV,.  Nji[)<)|(  m,  Kn^'laiid,  all  witi-  <ir  an-  ia;,'»'r  fnr 
mtcllip'iit  vuutli.  Ill  France  the  younj;  are  condtiiiiicd  liv 
till'  iifw  lcj.M-l.itinii.  l,y  tiif  liliiiidcrm;:  i)riiHi|)It«  of  ijirtive 
ri^ihts,  by  the  unsoundness  of  the  niiiiiNlcrial  constitution. 

"Looiv  at  the  i'lcctivc  riiauilKT;  y<iii  will  find  un  (h'putif.s 
nf  ihiriy  ;  the  vi.ulli  i.f  IJk  hrlicii  and  uf  Ma/ariii.  (  f  'riirmiir 
and  of  Colbert,  of  Piit  and  of  Saint-Just,  of  Napoleon  and 
of  I'riiKe  Metternuli,  wouhi  liiid  no  admission  tlieie;  Murine, 
Sheridan,  or  Fo\  eould  not  win  seats.  K\eii  if  |iolitical 
niajnrity  had  been  fixed  at  one-and-twenty.  and  eliLribility 
had  lieen  relieved  of  evi-y  disabling  (lualilication,  the  Dejiart- 
nients  would  have  returned  the  vi-ry  same  members,  men 
devoid  of  political  talent,  unable  to  speak  without  murdering 
French  grammar,  and  aninng  whom,  in  ten  years,  scarcely 
one  statesman  has  been  found. 

"The  causes  of  an  impending  event  may  \k-  seen,  but  the 
<>'  •<'  itself  cannot  be  foretold,  .'vl  this  moment  the  youth 
of  --ance  is  being  driven  into  Republicanism,  becaupo  it  be- 
lieves that  the  Kej)ublic  would  bring  it  emancipation.  It 
will  al'.ays  remember  the  young  repres«'ntatives  of  the  people 
and  ttie  young  army  leaders  I  The  imprudence  of  the  Gov- 
ernment is  only  comparable  to  its  avarice." 

That  day  left  its  echoes  in  our  lives.  Marcas  confirmed  us 
in  our  resolution  to  leave  France,  where  young  men  of  talent 
and  energy  are  crushed  under  the  weight  of  successful  com- 
monplace, envious,  and  insatiable  middle  age. 

We  dined  together  in  the  Rue  dc  la  Harpe.  We  thence- 
forth felt  for  Marcas  the  most  respectful  affection:  he  give 
us  the  most  practical  aid  in  the  sphere  of  the  mind.  That 
man  knew  everything;  he  had  studied  everything.  For  us 
he  cast  his  eye  over  the  whole  civilized  world,  seeking  the 
country  where  openings  would  be  at  once  the  mosi  abundant 
and  the  most  favorable  to  the  success  of  our  plans.  He  in- 
dicated what  should  be  the  goal  of  our  studies;  he  bid  us 
make  haste,  explaining  to  us  that  time  was  precious,  that 
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emigration  wouUl  presently  iK'^iin.  and  that  its  effect  would 
lit  to  (I'Muivc  Fnii'.ii'  lil'  the  civain  of  its  po\\er5  and  of  its 
youthful  taliMit;  that  their  int(>lli,uence.  necessarily  sharpened, 
would  seleet  the  lii>t  places,  and  that  the  L'reat  thing  was  to 
he  lir>t  ill  ili"  t'l-ld 

Tlieneeforward,  we  often  sat  late  at  work  r.a<lor  the  lamp. 
( )ur  jreiierniis  in-l  riicinr  wiole  ><nnv  uites  for  our  u'lidanet  — 
two  pa;res  for  .luste  and  three  for  me — full  of  invahiahl'^ 
.,,]vi,-, — the  suii  ..\'  infnrin.iliiiu  which  experi^nice  alone  can 
siipplv,  such  landuiarks  as  (Hily  genius  can  place.  In  those 
papers,  smellini:  "f  tnhacco,  and  covered  with  writing  so  vile 
i!s  to  he  alni(i>t  hierdgivphie.  there  are  sugiTestions  for  a 
fortune,  and  forecasts  of  unerrinir  aouinen.  'I'liere  are  hints 
a>t,M,'ria:!>  pai!-  of  America  and  Asia  which  ha\e  heeii  fidly 
justified,  hoth  before  and  since  .histe  ;'.nd  I  could  set  out. 

-Mareas.  like  us.  was  in  the  most  abject  poverty.  lie  earned, 
iiideed,  his  di.iiy  luead.  hut  he  had  neitlier  linen,  clothes,  nor 
shoes.  He  did  "ot  make  himself  out  any  better  than  he  was; 
his  dreams  had  been  of  luxury  as  well  as  of  power.  He  did 
not  admit  that  tliis  was  the  real  Marciis:  he  abandoned  his 
person,  indeed,  to  the  canrice^  <,f  life.  What  he  lived  by  was 
the  breath  nf  ambition:  he  dreamed  of  revenge  while  './".ming 
himself  for  vielding  to  so  shallow  a  feeling.  The  'rue  states- 
man ought,  a'ho'.c  all  tilings,  to  be  superior  to  vulua"  passions; 
like  the  man  of  science,  he  shoidd  have  no  passion  but  for  his 
science.  It  was  in  these  days  of  dire  necessity  that  Marcas 
K'cnied  to  us  so  great — nay.  so  terrible;  there  was  something 
aw  fid  in  the  gaze  which  saw  another  world  than  that  which 
strikes  th<'  eve  n{'  ordinarv  men.  To  us  he  was  a  subject  of 
contemplation  and  astonishment:  for  the  yimng — which  of 
us  has  not  known  it  ? — the  young  have  a  keen  craving  to  ad- 
mire: thev  love  to  attach  themselves,  and  are  naturally  in- 
clined to  submit  to  th(>  men  they  feel  to  be  superior,  as  they 
are  to  devote  themselves  to  a  great  cause. 

Our  surprise  was  chietly  arou.sed  by  his  indifference  in  mat- 
ters of  sentiment  :  woman  had  no  place  in  his  life.  ^Yhen  we 
spoki^  of  this  matter,  a  perei^nial  then:  ^  of  conversation  among 
Frenchmen,  he  simply  remarked: 
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"Gowns  cost  too  much." 

He  t-aw  the  look  that  passed  between  Juste  and  me,  and 
went  on : 

"Yes,  far  too  much.  The  woman  you  buy — ard  she  is  the 
least  expensive — takes  a  fj;i'eat  deal  of  money.  The  woman 
who  gives  herself  takes  all  your  time!  Woman  extinguishes 
cviTv  eiifi-gy.  every  aml)iti(>n.  Napuleon  reduced  her  to  what 
she  should  be.  From  that  point  of  view,  he  really  was  great. 
He  did  not  indulge  such  ruinous  fancies  of  Louis  XIV.  and 
Louis  X\'. ;  at  the  same  time,  he  C(aild  love  in  secret." 

We  discovered  that,  like  Pitt,  who  made  ICngland  his  wife, 
Marcas  i)ore  France  in  his  heart;  he  idolized  his  coiritry;  he 
had  not  a  thought  that  was  not  for  his  native  land.  His  fury 
at  feeling  that  lie  had  in  his  hands  the  remedy  for  the  evils 
which  so  deeply  saddened  him,  and  could  not  apply  it,  ate 
into  his  soul,  and  this  rage  was  increased  l)y  the  inferiority  of 
France  at  that  time,  as  compared  with  i;u>-ia  and  England. 
France  a  third-rate  power!  This  cry  came  up  airain  and 
again  in  his  conversation.  The  intestinal  disorders  of  his 
country  had  entered  into  his  soul.  All  the  contests  between 
ihe  Court  and  the  ('hanibi-r.  fhowing.  as  they  did.  incessant 
change  and  constant  vacillation,  which  must  injure  the  pros- 
perity of  the  country,  he  scolfed  at  as  backstairs  squabbles. 

"This  is  peace  at  the  cost  of  the  future,"  said  he. 

One  evening  Juste  and  I  were  at  work,  sitting  in  perfect 
silence.  Marcas  had  just  risen  tc  toil  at  his  copying,  for  he 
had  refused  our  as^istan('e  in  spite  of  our  most  earnest  en- 
treaties. We  had  of.cred  to  take  it  in  turns  to  copy  a  batch 
of  nuinuscript.  so  that  he  should  do  but  a  third  of  his  dis- 
tasteful task;  he  had  been  (piite  angry,  and  we  had  ceased  to 
insist. 

We  heard  the  S(Uiiid  of  gentlemanly  boots  in  the  pas- 
>age,  and  raised  our  heads,  looking  at  each  other.  There  was 
a  tap  at  Marcas"  door — he  never  took  the  key  out  of  the  lock — 
and  v>e  heard  the  hero  answer: 

"Come  in."    Then — "What!  you  here,  monsieur?"' 
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"I  myself,"  replied  llie  retired  minister. 

It  was  the  Diocletian  of  this  unknown  martyr. 

For  some  tiini'  in  slid  our  neii^hhor  conversed  in  an  under- 
tone. Suddenly  Marcas,  whose  voice  liad  been  heard  but 
rarely,  as  is  natural  in  a  dia!o;.nie  in  which  tlie  applicant  be- 
gins by  setting  forth  the  situation,  broke  out  loudly  in  reply 
to  some  olTcr  we  had  not  overheard. 

"You  would  laugh  at  me  for  a  l'o(jl,'"  cried  he.  "if  I  took 
you  at  your  word.  Jesuils  are  a  thing  of  tlie  past,  but  Jesuit- 
i.~m  is  eternal.  Your  Machiavelism  and  your  generosity  are 
equally  liollciw  and  untrustworthy.  You  can  make  your  own 
calculaiioiis,  but  who  can  calculate  on  you?  Your  Court  is 
made  up  of  owls  who  fear  the  light,  of  old  men  who  tjuake 
in  the  presence  of  the  young,  or  who  simply  disregard  ihom. 
The  (ioverr.mcnt  is  formed  on  the  sani;'  i)attern  as  the  Ci  urt. 
\ou  have   hunted   u])   the   -emain.-^   of   the    Empire.  the 

Restoration  enlisted  the  A'nltigcurs  of  Louis  XH'. 

"Hitherto  the  evasions  of  cowardice  have  been  taken  for 
the  mana'uvring  of  ability:  Init  dangers  will  come,  and  the 
younger  generation  will  ri>e  as  they  did  in  1T!MI.  They  did 
grand  things  then. — .hisi  miw  you  change  ministries  as  a 
sick  man  turns  in  his  bed  ;  these  o^(  illations  betray  the  weak- 
ness of  the  Government.  You  work  on  an  underhand  system 
of  policy  which  will  be  turjicd  against  you,  for  France  will 
be  tired  of  your  shullling.  France  will  not  tell  you  that  she 
is  tired  of  you;  a  man  never  knows  whence  his  ruin  comes; 
it  is  the  historian's  ta?k  to  find  out ;  but  yuu  will  undoubtedly 
perish  as  the  reward  of  not  having  the  youth  of  France  to 
lend  you  its  strength  and  energy;  for  having  hated  really 
capable  men;  for  not  having  lovingly  chosen  them  from  this 
noble  generation;  for  havin,'r  in  all  cases  preferred  mediocrity. 

"You  have  come  to  a.-k  my  j'.'i)port.  but  you  are  an  atom 
in  that  decrepit  heap  which  is  made  hideous  by  self-interest, 
which  trembles  and  s<[uirms,  and.  because  it  is  so  mean,  tries 
to  make  I'rance  mean  too.  My  strong  nature,  my  ideas, 
would  work  like  poison  in  you:  twice  you  have  tricked  me, 
twice  have  1  overthrown  vou.     If  we  unite  a  third  time,  it 
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must  be  a  very  serious  matter.  I  should  kill  myself  if  I 
allowed  myself  to  be  duped;  for  I  should  be  to  blame,  not 
you.'" 

Then  we  heard  the  humblest  entreaties,  the  most  fervent 
adjurations,  not  to  deprive  the  country  of  such  superior 
lalents.  The  man  spoke  of  patriotism,  and  Marcas  uttered 
a  significant  "Ouli!  ouh !"  He  laughed  at  his  would-be 
patron.  Then  the  statesman  was  more  explicit;  he  ijowed  to 
the  superiority  of  his  erewhile  counselor;  he  pledged  himself 
til  enable  Marcas  to  remain  in  otlice,  to  be  elected  deputy; 
then  he  offered  him  a  hii;h  appointment,  promising  him  that 
he,  the  speaker,  would  thenceforth  lie  the  subordinate  of  a 
man  whose  subaltern  he  was  only  worthy  to  be.  He  was  in 
I  he  newly-formed  ministry,  ai'.d  he  woidd  not  return  to  power 
uidess  Marcas  had  a  post  in  proportion  to  iiis  tnerit ;  he  had 
already  made  it  a  condition,  Marcas  had  been  regarded  as 
indispensable. 

M.ircas  refused. 

"I  have  never  before  been  in  a  position  to  keep  my  prom- 
ises; here  is  an  opportunity  of  proving  my-elf  faithful  to  my 
word,  and  you  fail  me." 

To  this  Marcas  m.ide  no  reply.  The  boots  were  again 
audible  in  the  passage  on  the  way  to  the  stairs. 

"Marcas!  Marcas  1"  we  both  erieil,  ni.-hiug  into  his  room. 
"Why  refuse?  He  really  meant  it.  His  otTers  are  very 
handsome:  at  any  rate,  go  to  see  the  ministers." 

In  a  twinkling,  wi'  hail  given  M.ina:-  a  hundred  reasons. 
The  minister's  voice  was  sincere:  without  ,-eeing  him,  we  had 
felt  sure  that  he  was  honest. 

"1  have  no  clothes,"  replied  Marcas. 

"Rely  on  us."  said  Juste,  with  a  glane(>  at  me. 

Marcas  had  the  courage  to  tni-^t  u:^  •  a  llisln  tla^hcd  in  his 
I'Ve,  he  pushed  his  fingers  thronuli  hi~  hair,  liftinu  it  from  his 
forehead  with  a  gesture  that  >l!o\veil  >onie  coniidence  in  his 
luck:  and  when  he  had  thus  unveiled  hi>  face,  so  to  speak,  we 
-aw  in  him  a  man  alisolutelv  unknown  to  n. —  Marcas  sublime. 
.Marcas  in  his  power!      ili.^  mind   in   its  element — the  bird 
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restoivil  to  tlio  frtr  air,  ilu-  fish  to  llic  water,  the  horse  gal- 
loping aeru;-<  the  j)laiu. 

It  was  traiK-ieiit.  His  brow  clouded  again;  ho  had,  it 
would  seem,  a  vision  of  his  fate.  Halting  doubt  had  followed 
elost'  on  the  lic'ls  of  white-winged  iiope. 

We  left  him  to  liiinself. 

"Now.  then,"  said  1  to  tlie  Dnctor,  '"we  have  given  out 
word;  liow  are  we  to  keep  it?" 

"We  will  slerp  upon  it,"  said  Juste,  "and  to-morrow  morn- 
ing we  will  talk  it  over." 

Next  niortiing  we  went  for  a  walk  in  the  Luxembourg. 

We  had  had  time  to  think  over  the  incident  of  the  past 
night,  and  were  lioth  e(iually  suiprised  at  the  lack  of  address 
shown  bv  Marcas  in  the  minor  dilliculties  of  life — he,  a  man 
who  never  saw  any  ilillieulties  in  the  solution  of  the  hardest 
problems  of  abstract  or  practical  politics.  But  these  elevated 
characters  can  all  be  tripped  up  on  a  grain  of  sand,  and  will, 
like  tli(>  grandi'.-t  enterprise,  mi>s  iiii  r  want  of  a  thousand 
francs.  It  is  the  old  story  of  Xapoh  ,n,  who,  for  lack  of  ii 
pair  of  boots,  did  not  M't  out  fnr  India. 

"Well,  what  liave  you  hit  u])on?"  asked  Juste. 

'•I  have  thought  of  a  way  to  get  him  a  complete  outfit." 

"Where?" 

"From   lliimann." 

"How?" 

''Humaiin,  mv  iioy.  never  goes  to  his  custoniers — his  CUS' 
tomers  go  to  him;  .-o  tliat  lie  docs  not  know  whether  I  am 
rich  i>r  ]ioor.  He  only  knows  that  I  dress  well  and  lool^i 
decent  in  the  clothes  he  makes  for  nie.  I  shall  tell  him  thai 
an  uncle  of  mine  lias  dropjied  in  from  the  country,  and  thai 
his  indiirerenee  in  matt(>rs  of  dress  is  (|uite  a  discredit  to  nn 
in  the  upper  circles  where  1  am  trving  to  find  a  wife. — It  wil 
not  tie  ilumann  if  he  sends  in  his  bill  before  three  months." 

The  Doctor  thought  this  a  capital  idea  for  a  vaudeville 
but  poor  etiough  in  real  life,  and  doubted  my  success.  Bui 
1  give  vou  my  word  of  honor,  Humann  dressed  Mareis,  and 
being  an  artist,  turned  him  out  as  a  political  personage  ought 
to  be  dressed. 
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Juste  lent  Marcas  two  hundri'd  francs  in  gold,  the  product 
of  two  watches  bought  on  credit,  and  pawned  at  the  Mont- 
de-Piete.  For  my  part,  I  iiad  said  nothing  of  six  shirts  and 
all  necessary  linen,  which  cost  nie  no  more  than  the  pleasure 
of  asking  for  them  from  a  forewoman  in  a  slioj)  wliom  I  had 
treated  to  Musard's  during  the  carnival. 

Marcas  accepted  everything,  thanking  us  no  more  than  he 
ought.  He  only  inquired  as  to  the  means  l)y  which  we  had 
got  possession  of  such  riches,  and  we  made  him  laugh  for  the 
last  tir  >'.  We  looked  on  our  Marcas  as  shipowners,  when 
they  have  exhausted  their  credit  and  every  re.-^ource  at  their 
command  to  fit  out  a  vessel,  must  look  on  it  as  it  puts  to  sea. 

Here  Charles  was  silent ;  he  seemed  crushed  by  his  mem- 
ories. 

"Well,"  cried  the  audience,  "and  what  happened?" 

"I  will  tell  you  in  a  few  words — for  this  is  not  romance — 
it  is  history." 

We  saw  no  more  of  Marcas.  The  administration  lasted 
for  three  months;  it  fell  at  the  end  of  the  session.  Then 
Marcas  came  back  to  us,  worked  to  death.  He  had  sounded 
the  crater  of  power;  he  came  away  from  it  with  the  beginnings 
of  brain  fever.  The  disease  made  rapid  progress;  we  nursed 
him.  Juste  at  once  called  in  the  chief  physician  of  the  hos- 
pital where  he  was  working  as  house-surgeon.  I  was  then 
living  alone  in  our  room,  and  I  was  the  most  attentive  at- 
tendant ;  but  care  and  science  alike  were  in  vain.  By  the 
month  of  January,  1838,  Marcas  himself  felt  that  he  had  but 
a  few  days  to  live. 

The  man  whose  soul  and  brain  he  had  been  for  six  months 
never  even  sent  to  inquire  after  him.  Marcas  expressed  the 
greatest  contempt  for  the  Government :  he  seemed  to  doubt 
what  the  fate  of  France  might  be.  and  it  was  this  doubt  that 
had  made  him  ill.  He  had.  lie  thought,  detected  treason 
!u  the  heart  nf  power,  not  tangible.  seizal>!f  treason,  the  result 
of  fact*,  but  the  trca^^'ni  nf  a  system,  the  subordination  of 
national  interests  to  selfish  ends.  His  belief  in  the  degrada- 
tion of  the  country  was  enough  to  aggravate  liis  complaint. 
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I  my?clf  was  witiK'>s  to  tlio  j)r<iposals  made  to  him  by  om 
of  the  loa(lor>  of  tho  ;mtagoii!;-tic  parly  which  ho  had  foughl 
against.  His  hatred  of  the  men  he  had  tried  to  serve  was 
so  virulent,  that  lie  wouhl  gladly  have  joined  the  coalition 
that  was  about  to  bo  formed  among  certain  ambitious  spirit; 
who,  at  least,  had  one  idea  in  common — that  of  shaking  ofl 
tho  yoke  of  the  Court.  But  Marcas  could  only  reply  to  th( 
envov  in  the  words  of  the  Hotel  de  Ville: 

"It  is  too  late  !" 

Marcas  did  not  leave  money  enough  to  pay  for  his  funeral 
Juste  and  1  had  great  difhculty  in  saving  hira  from  th< 
ignominy  of  a  pauper's  bier,  and  we  alone  followed  the  coffi. 
of  Z.  Marcas,  which  was  dropped  into  the  common  grave  o: 
the  cemetery  of  Mont-Parnasse. 


We  looked  sadly  at  ea(  h  otlicr  as  we  listened  to  this  tale 
the  last  we  heard  from  the  lips  of  Charles  Rabourdin  th( 
day  before  he  embarked  at  le  Havre  on  a  i)rig  that  was  t( 
convey  him  to  the  islands  of  .Malay.  We  all  knew  more  thai 
one  Marcas,  more  than  one  victim  of  his  devotion  to  a  party 
repaid  by  betrayal  or  neglect. 

Lis  Jardibs,  May  1840. 


UNDER  THE  TERROR 

TRANSLATED  BY 

JAMES  CLARKSON 


(369) 


)■ 


u 


Copyright,  1900. 

By  tuomas  y.  cruwell  a  ca 


(870) 


I.. 

-I 


m 


UNDER   THE   TERROR 

T(i  M.  (iiii/'iiiii'  l.,]f,rriile. 


Am  T  not  l>onn.l  to  ..xplain  t..  uu  ov,r-,'uri.,ii«  imhlic  tlio  fn^on 
Hhy  1  haw  iMT,,.,...  sutli.„.ntly  v.rM.I  i„  ].,«  t..  inanairo  th.-  airurs 
ol  my  little  .ommiinits  ■'  AiM  ain  I  i,„f  also  l,o„„.l  to  <1,)  mv  1,..^ 
to  koi-p  ahve  th..  I, ■,„.,,>>■  of  tl..  amial.l.'  «n.l  jriftcl  .nan  who,  on 
iiifftinnScnlM^  'anotli.ra;iiat<iir  jurist  )  at  a  taM.-,  Hai.l  : 

'•S|K-n(l  SOUR-  tin,,-  hi  a  lawy.-r's  ulli.v  ;  takt-  luv  Word  for  it,  vou 
will  tiiul  the  time  tliiis  sj^nt  iistful  to  voii." 

I'.iit  18  thia  public  Icstiuu.ny  iim..s>arv  to  <oin  iiuv  vou  of  the 
writer's  uffcction? 

r>E   Bai,7,ac. 

()N-(ho2'<?!idnf.Tnminrv,  nn.l.  rlo>o  upon  .ML'lit  in  th.- evenincr, 
an  old  lady  hapfwiicd  to  he  dcs.rndincr  the  rapid  slopo  ir.  the 
Faubour^r  .Saint- Mart  in  wliich  ends  at  tlic  Cliiuvli  of  Saint- 
Lauront.     There  had  b.'eri  such  a  h.aw  fall  of  snow  dnrin<r 
the  day  that  her  footsteps  wcir  seanvlv  aii.lihle.     The  street's 
were  deserted;  the  very  natural  fear  inspired  In-  the  death-like 
Filence  was  heightened  hy  the  universal   terror  tinder  which 
Franee   writhed    at    the    time.     Conse-iuentlv.    the    ol.l    Jadv 
had   not  yet   encountered   any   other   wavfarer.   and    her  eye- 
sight, long  dimmed  hy  years,  did  not  enahle  Ikt  to  diseover 
by  the  gJimmering  of  the  lam.Tns.  the  few  sirair-linir  nedes- 
trtans   that,    far   apart    from    one   anotlier.    loomed    up    like 
shadows  from  the  broad  thoroughfare  of  the  fauhour-.   Alone 
hut  courageous,  she  proceeded  on  her  sojitarv  course,  as  if  her 
age  was  a  talisman   that   nuist   guard   l,er  'from   every  peril 
V;hen  she  had  passed  tli,   Rue  des  Morts.  however,  she  "fancied 
she  heard  the  firm,  heavy  tread  <,f  a  man  behind  her.     Then 
the  thought  occurred  to  her  tliat  tliis  was  not  th(!  first  time 
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tlir  >ani.'  -ntiiul  lia.l  ciui^^lii  lur  ciirs.     Alann.'d  at  tho  idea 
of   Ix'in^,'   followed,   six-   made   an   .iTort   to   walk    faster  ami 
mich    a    shop    window    that    ^wls    fairly    well    illuminated, 
hojiin^'  the  liglit   would  give  her  an  opportuiiity  to  test   the 
reality  of  the  suspieioii   which   had   taken   po>M'ssH)ii   of  her 
mind!     As   s.»on   as   she   eame   into   the   tloo<l   of   li^dit    that 
stream,  d    horizontally    aeross   the   street,    ^he    turned    round 
id.ruptlv  iiiid  deseried  the  faint  outline  of  a  human  form  in 
the  fo;,'".      Hut  that  confused  vision  was  enouf,'h  ;  die  lottored 
for  a ''moment,  woi^died   down  hy  the  terror  thai    was  over- 
whelmiuK  her;  r-he  was  now  quite  certain  that  this  stran,i,'er 
had   trad<"d   her  everv   step   from   the  moment  she  had   left 
her  own  li  .me.     Then  tlie  hope  of  escape  from  this  spy  re- 
vived  her  strength,      liuapahle  of  reasoninir.   she  quickened 
her  pace,  as  if  she  could  thus  ^''t  cl«'iir  '>f  "  '"""  ^^■'">  "'"-'^ 
needs  ho  far  more  active  than  herself.     After  running'  for  a 
few  minutes,  >he  reached  a  pastry-cook's  shop,  entered  and 
sat  down,  or  rather  fell,  upon  a  chair  in  front  of  the  counter. 
At  the  noise  made  hy  the  raising'  of  the  door-latdi.  a  young 
woman,  busy  witli  a  piece  of  embroidery,  ha<l  looked  uj)  from 
her    work,  "peered    through    tho    panes    at    the    antiquated 
mantle  of  violet  silk  in  which  the  ohl  lady  was  muilled.  and 
hurriedly   opened   a   drawer,   api)arently   for   the   purpose   of 
taking  some  article  out  of  it  she  had  been  keei.ing  there  for 
her    °\ot  only  were  the  gestures  an.l  features  of  the  young 
vv-oman    significant    of    her    wish    to    be    speedily    relieved 
of  the  c„mpany  of  her  strange  visitor,  as  if  the  latter  was  one 
of  those  persons  whose  presence  is  unwelcome,  but  she  even 
uttered  an  angrv  exclamation  on  finding  the  drawer  empty. 
Then     without   another   look   at    the   <dd   lady,   she   left   the 
counter,   passed    hastily   into  the   back-shop  and  called  her 
husband,  who  appeared  immediately. 

-Where    did    vou    put ?"    >he    asked,    with   an   air   of 

inyMery.  directing  his  attention  to  the  old  lady  by  a  glance, 
and  icaxiug  the  i|Uestion  unfinished. 

Mtliou'di  the  ])astry-cook  c(mld  only  see  the  huge  black  silk 
cap,  encircle.l  with  its  knots  of  violet  ribbon,  that  formed  the 
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old  ladyV  liciiddrt'ss,  lie  pivc  ii  I.M.k  at  liis  wifo  which  seemed 
to  ,si}-:  "1>()  yon  'iria^'iiie  I  s(„miM  leave  a  thing  like  that 
near  your  counter?""  and  (jmi.  klv  disMppeared. 

Af-toni>.lied  at  the  i-ih'iice  and  ininiohiliiy  of  the  ohl  lady,  the 
pastry-co()k">  \vil"e  approached  her.  .-pinTed  on  hy  an  impulse 
of  pity,  and,  pcrliap-,  of  cuno^iiy  Wiial  she  saw  was  a 
countcnaiuc  uhose  natural  pallor,  re.-ulim;;  prohahly  from  the 
practice  of  s<'c"et  austerities.  luu-t  have  heen  fearfully  in- 
tensilied  hy  some  recent  emotion.  The  covering'  of  her  head 
was  so  arrati<:ed  as  almost  to  conceal  her  hair,  whitened  no 
douht  hy  a<:e,  for  the  deaidincss  of  her  collar  proved  that 
she  did  not  wear  powder.  The  ahseiice  of  all  ornament  f,'ave 
a  tingt'  of  reli<,'ious  .severity  to  her  fare,  whith  had  an  air  of 
gravity  and  distinction.  Formerly,  the  manners  and  customs 
of  people  of  rank  were  so  dilferent  from  those  of  other  clas.ses 
of  society  that  a  |)atric!an  was  very  e.isily  recognized.  Con- 
sequently, the  young  woman  felt  jiretty  sure  that  her  unknown 
visitor  was  a  mcMnher  of  the  outlawed  nohility.  and  that  she 
had  belonged  to  the  court. 

"Madame!""  .said  shi-,  resj)ectfully  hut  unwittingly,  for- 
getful for  the  moment  that  the  title  wa.s  ]»roscrihed. 

The  old  lady  did  not  answer.  Her  v\va  were  riveted  on 
the  shop  window,  a.s  if  some  terrible  object  were  pictured  on 
the  glass. 

"What  is  the  matter,  citoycnne:"  iiKpiired  the  master  of 
the  household,  as  soon  as  he  returned. 

The  lady  became  at  once  conscious  of  her  surroundings, 
when  he  held  out  a  little  cardboard  bo.x  wrapped  in  blue 
paper. 

"Nothing,  nothing,  my  friends."  she  replied,  in  a  soft  voice, 
raising  her  oycs,  as  if  to  thank  him  by  a  look.  But  when  she 
saw  the  bonnet  rouge  on  lii>  head,  a  cry  e.-caped  her: 

"Ah  I  you  have  betrayed  me  I"" 

The  gesture  of  horror  with  which  the  young  woman  and  her 
husband  answered  lier,  brought  a  Hush  of  eolor  to  the  un- 
known lady"s  cheeks,  either  because  she  was  ashamed  she  had 
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I'c'llinlcil. 

"1    lie;,'  vniir  [lardiiii,"  .^-anl  she,  in  toin'S  of  cliililliko  Bitn- 
jilicity. 

Tlu'ii   (Irawiiij;  a   Inui-;  il"nr  from   Iut  pockot,  hlu-  liaiided 
It  to  til''  [la.-tn-i  ')'ik  : 

'■'I'liis  I-  till'  prill'  ii|).iii  wliirh  ui'  au'i'i''''!,"  ^!ii'  ailil»<l. 

'I'hriT  I-  a  l.iiiil  III'  poviriv  wimli  tlu'  p"nr  arc  ipiick  to  guosa 
at.  'I'll!'  pa>lrv-rn(,k  iiml  iii>  wil'r  f\(liaii<,'C'l  luok."^,  tlu'iv 
glaiucil  a,-kann>  al  tlir  oM  unman;  lliiv  hail  irad  tlu-  t-aiue 
tlinn;,'lit  in  taili  nilirr's  cm-.  'I'liat  Imiis  d'ur  wa.-<  her  last 
one.  l)c}oii(I  a  iln\il,t.  Hit  haiiils  trrmltliil  wlulc  ir\w  was 
oiriTiiij;  it.  Tlu-  way  in  \\  liu  li  ^ln'  ;;a/i'(l  at  it — .■Mirniwfully, 
but  not  gnul^'iiij,'ly— provcil  tli.il  .-lir  frit  tlic  full  extent 
of  the  s-arrilice.  Tiie  linr.'^  traieil  by  hunger  and  niiKry 
were  as  U'gihly  gra\en  im  her  t'ratuir.-  a-  were  tliose  of  fear 
and  aseelR-i.-ni.  Jler  dre.-s  .-Imutd  evuhiues  of  pa>t  gran- 
deur; the  ihreadl/are  .-ilk,  the  >pntle-s  though  faded  mantle, 
the  carefidly  mended  Ian — rag-  nf  by -gone  splendor! — 
Killed  the  i|ue.-tiun  i unelu.-i vely.  The  tradesman  and  his 
wife,  dra-u'id  in  dilferenl  dmctions  by  i>:ty  and  self-in- 
terest, at  lirst  made  an  eForl  to  rehe\e  their  conseienoes  by 
means  nf  words : 

"Whv,  citoyeiiiie,  you  really  do  seem  very  weakly "  said 

the  husband. 

"I'erhaps  madanie  w,  '  .■■  do  ur-  ilie  favor  to  take  some- 
tliingi'"  interrupted  the  wife. 

"We  haw  .-oine  r.  inark.ibly  line  soup."  added  the  liushand. 

"And  It  is  so  frigliilHliy  cold !  Madame  has,  perhaps, 
caught  a  dull  on  the  wavr  Hadn't  you  lietter  rest  a  while 
and  warm  yoiirM'li '?'"  lonimued  the  wile. 

'"We're  not  so  black  as  we're  painted  I"  e.xelainied  the  pastry- 
cook. 

The  lone  of  kindliness  in  whieh  these  words  were  spoken 
coinpletelv  won  the  old  lady's  i-onlidenee.  She  confessed  that 
she  had  been  followed  by  a  strange  man,  and  was  afraid  of  re- 
turning home  alone. 
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"Ih  thnt  nil  that  troiibl..  yciii?"'  aii>uinil  ilic  man  nf  tlx- 
hound  rouijr.     ''Wait  fur  inc.  cilovtiiiu'." 

He  haiidfMl  tlic  hmis  t..  hi-  \\\U-,  iIi.mi.  uihl<r  tin-  inllmiUL' 
of  thnt  Htraiip'  nort  of  ;,'ratilii<!f  whiili  citij.,-  mlo  the  i^nul 
nf  even  iradcsnian  nii  nc civiiij:  an  cxnrhitanl  priif  f(ir  wari.s 
(jf  little  value,  he  ivnrcd  to  ri;:  hini-tll'  in  In-  N'.itKMial  (iuanl's 
uniform  and  liiickle  nn  his  >hurt  >;ihn'.  II, •  Minn  nturiird 
in  thi.v  warliive  arra_\.  Mrmiw  hil>'.  hi,  wilV  had  had  lini.' 
for  reflect ii>n,  and,  as  i-  the  i.i-c  uiih  many  heart<  as  well  as 
h(T>,  retleetii)ii  sliiit  ihr  hand  tlial  (  lianlv  h:id  iriicricd.  Sin-  hf- 
came  an.victns  and  alarmed  h  -t  h<  r  liudMiiil  should  hf  involved 
in  some  hazarduii<  advmlurr,  and  laiiLrhl  him  iiv  the  ykirt  nf 
his  tunic  to  hold  liim  l)a(  k.  lint  the  wurihv  man's  ;.'iiud. nature 
was  still  in  the  a>eendant,  ami  hr  at  oncr  oircrcd  i..  ail  a-  the 
h'Ay's  escort. 

"I  supjntse  the  man  wie.  t'ri;,di!rn.Ml  thf  citovenne  i-  ^Illl 
prowlintj  ahoiit  in  front  of  the  .-hnp?"  >aid  llip  youn^'  woniaii 
sharply. 

"I  fear  he  is,"  an>\vcred  ttif  old  lady,  simplv. 

"liiit  what  if  li  •  he  a  >i>y  ?  What  if  ihifc  has  hi'i-n  a  con- 
.-piracy? — l)on"l  ^'oout.     Take  h.nk  tin^  ho\  from  hrr." 

Tliese  words,  whispcreil  in  the  pa-tiy-cook"s  ear,  had  the 
•dTect  of  entirely  coojin,'-  the  .-ndcli  ii  lit  of  courap'  tliat  had 
lor  a  moment  lakrn  le'ld  of  him. 

"Vou  think  .-o :-  Wdl.  \'\\  <r,>  ,,;ii^  l^m  only  to  ^piak  u  few 
uoriis  to  liiin.  I'll  rid  ymi  of  ihc  fdlow  in  a  twinklin;;, 
I  itoye.enc,  hv  eric('.  .i.id,  opcniii;^'  the  door,  in-  rii>lied  into 
the  street. 

'J'ht'  old  lady,  pa>-i\c  as  a  clidd.  and  alni'iM  a.-  da/.rd  a>  a 
child  would  he  in  >U(li  circiiin-iai].!'-.  auaiii  -at  douii  on  Iht 
iliair.  It  did  not  take  the  lioni'>i  pa>i  f\-cook  maiiv  nionu'iit.- 
!o  return,  hi.-  face,  naiiirailv  riihicnnd.  and  rendend  more  -^o 
hy  the  fires  of  his  oven.-,  had  ail  of  a  >iiddcn  liecome  livid; 
he  was  so  friixhlfnllv  panic-.-t  rn  i..( n  iliat  hi-  JeL'^  lreml)lcd 
under  him.  and  his  ('\e>  liad  the  i:!a--\  -tare  of  a  drnnkanrs. 

"Wretched  ari.-tocrat  I"  he  sliiMited.  fnrion-lv,  "do  you 
want  to  have  our  heads  cut  otl'?     Come,  lie  off  a-  fast  as  vnur 


nro 


t:ni)i:u  i  iir  terhor 


how  Your  fare  here  again. 


!■)  get  the  means  oi'  cuiieDfling  your 


heels  will  carry  you,  and   iumt 
Don't  fancy  yuu'rc  guiiij 
plots  in  my  .^iMp  !'" 

When  hi'  li::il  ultcu'cil  tlir.-o  words,  he  tried  to  tear  I'roni  the 
old  ladv  liic  little  l.'.i\,  uliich  shf  had  >lii>iicd  into  one  of  her 
iiockcls.  lUit,  a-  :-i"in  a>  thf  ai,daciou>  tradc>nian"s  liands 
touched  her  clniiu.-,  -he  retail, cd  f'lr  a  nioiiu'Ut  all  her  youth- 
ful vi'vv^x,  ami,  M'>olvin_L,'  t'>  fac'  t!ir  ["mI-  of  the  street  wiili 
no  prott'ciion  save  that  (d'  (iod.  rather  than  surrender  the 
article  she  had  just  [.urrluiMMl.  flic  .-pranT  «o  the  door,  opened 
it  in  a  irice,  ai;d  vanish,  d  fmm  the  eyes  of  tl.c  cpiaking  and 
astounded  shopkeepers. 

Once   outside,   she   made   whet    haste   she   coidd;   hut   her 
strength  soon  failed  her,  for  >he  heard  again  the  irunehing 
of  the  snow  under  the  heavy  footfall  of  the  spy,  who  was  still 
relentlessly  pursuing  her.     She  was  forced  to  stop;  he  stop[)cd 
also.     She  was  either  too  much  frightened  or  too  mucli  he- 
wild-red  to  ventun-  on  speaking  to  him,  lu-  even  looking  at 
him.     She  still  kept  moving,  hut  at  a  slower  pace;  the  man 
slackeiHHl  his  step.-;  to  keep  time  with  hers,  always,  howeviT, 
only  falling  l)ack  to  a  distance  that  I'mioied  him  to  have  her  in 
sigiit.     lie  seemed  the  very  shadow  of  that  old  woman.     It 
was  striking  nine  when  the  silent  ])iuT  passed  for  the  second 
time   the   Church   of   Saint-Laurent.     Every   soul,   even   the 
feehlest,  has  this  peculiar  characteristic:  it  may  be  rallied  by 
violent  einotinn,  but  calmness  nuist   ultimatidy  replace  that 
emotion,  f.>r.  though  feeling  nuiy  he  infinite,  its  organs  are 
finite.     Con^e(plently,  as  the  old  lady  had  not,  so  far,  suffered 
anv  harm  from  herunknown  jiersccutor.it  occurred  to  her  that, 
perhaps,   thhs  persecutor  was   an   unknown   friend,   eager  to 
protect  her.     She  ran  over  all  the  circumstances  attendant  on 
the  several  appearances  of  the  stranger,  with  the  view  of  dis- 
covering some  plausible  reason  for  this  comforting  supposi- 
tion, and.  on  the  ■whole,  was  inclined  \n  credit  him  with  good 
intentions  rather  than  bad.      Forgetting  the  terror  with  which 
this  man  had  lately  inspired  the  pastry-cook,  she  advanced 
with  a  firmer  step  into  the  upper  part  of  the  Faubourg  Saint- 
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Martin.  After  \viilkiii<;  for  half  an  lioiir.  «he  roacliod  a 
liousi'  situatiMJ  near  tlic  juiictidii  of  tlic  main  street  i)f  the 
fauboiirir  with  the  street  h'adiiif;  to  the  Ha-Tiere  de  I'antin. 
Kveri  at  the  j)reseiit  (hiv,  there  is  no  ioii(>iier  spot  in  I'aris  than 
this.  A  bU'ak  wind,  passitiir  over  the  liutle-Chauinont  ami 
the  Rutte  de  Belleville,  whistles  throujxii  tiie  houses,  ur  rather 
^:n\.  !s,  seaitered  here  and  tiiere  throu<,di  this  spar>eiy  settled 
lifiic  \.i;l(y,  where  the  fences  are  heaps  of  earth  and  bones. 
'tins  d. -Miate  plaee  would  seem  to  be  the  natural  refu.ire  of 
want  anl  despair.  The  man  who  was  so  bi'iit  on  tracking  a 
po',i  ,  nature  daring  eiiouLrli  to  make  iier  way  at  night  through 
these  deathlike  streets  was  a})parently  struck  by  the  spoetaelo 
that  met  his  eyes,  lie  stood  still,  evidently  communing  with 
himself,  and  in  an  attitude  that  denoted  liesitation.  Fear 
strengthened  the  sight  of  the  old  lady.  The  fiint  light  of  a 
street  lamp  that  sent  its  dim,  llickering  rays  throuLih  the  ofg 
enabled  her  to  discern  him  faintly  now.  She  fancied  his 
leatures  had  a  sinister  expression.  Her  terrors  revived,  and, 
taking  advantage  of  the  manifest  irresolution  which  had  made 
him  pause,  she  swept  through  the  darkne.-s  up  to  die  door 
of  the  lonely  house,  pressed  a  sj)ring,  and  vanished  with  the 
tieetness  of  a  phantom.  The  stranger,  still  motionless,  gazed 
intently  at  this  house,  a  hou>e  typical  of  the  other  miserable 
buildings  in  the  faubourg.  It  was  a  tottering  hovel,  built 
of  freestone,  covered  with  a  layer  of  yellowish  plaster,  and  so 
full  of  cracks  that  it  looked  as  if  a  putf  id  wind  must  tumble 
it  over.  The  brown-tiled  and  nioss-covcred  roof  had  sunk 
in  so  many  spots  that  it  would  not  be  surprising  if  the  weight 
of  the  snow  had  crushed  it  altogether.  Kacii  stnrv  had  three 
windows,  the  frames  of  which,  rotten  with  damj)  and  warped 
by  the  sun,  gave  plain  notice  that  it  was  useless  trving  to 
keep  out  the  cold.  The  house,  in  its  utter  lonelines';.  re- 
sembled ^ome  old  tower  which  Time  had  forgotten  to  de- 
molish. A  dull  light  gleamed  through  the  casements  which 
pierced  at  irregular  intervals  the  attic  that  crowned  the  buiild- 
ing,  while  the  rest  of  the  wretched  edifice  remaitied  in  complr(p 
obscuritv.     The    old    ladv    climbed    laboriouslv    tlie    roujrli. 
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clumsy  ptaircapo,  aided  by  a  rope  which  took  the  place  of  a 
halustcr.  She  ga\r  a  mysterious  knock  at  the  dour  of  one  of 
the  three  apartments  in  t!ie  attic.  It  opened,  and  an  old  man 
oircred  iicr  a  chair,  upon  wh.ich  she  sank  liurricdly. 

'•Hide!  liide  yourK'lf  I""  said  she.  "Seldom  as  we  venture 
outsid",  everything  we  do  is  known,  every  step  we  take  is 
spied "" 

"But  what  has  <;ecurred  ?"  asked  another  old  woman,  who 
sat  chjse  to  the  lire. 

"The  man  who  has  hvvn  prowling  about  the  house  ever  since 
yesterday,  followed  me  tonight " 

At  these  words  the  thrt'c  tenants  of  this  wretched  apartment 
stared  at  one  another,  the  faces  of  the  two  women  betraying 
the  most  intense  fear.  The  old  num  showed  less  alarm,  per- 
haps because  ho  ran  the  greatest  danger.  Under  the  stress 
of  a  dire  misfortune  or  under  tln'  yoke  of  persecution,  a 
valiant  man  begins  by,  in  a  inainier.  making  the  sacrifice  of 
himself;  he  then  considers  every  day  of  hi.-  life  as  a  victory 
snatched  from  fate.  From  the  looks  the  two  old  women 
fi.xed  on  the  old  man  it  was  easy  to  Mirmise  tliat  the  anxiety 
which  tortured  them  was  for  him.  not  for  themselves. 

"But  why  should  we  lo^e  our  faith  in  (iod,  sisters?"'  said 
he.  in  a  low,  imnres>ive  voice.  "We  sang  Hi-  prai<es  amid 
l'  howls  of  the  as-as.-ins  aiid  the  cries  of  their  victims  in 
the  Convent  of  j.cs  ('amies.  If  it  was  His  deeree  that  I 
should  he  r-aved  from  that  Initeliery.  it  was,  no  doubt,  because 
Tie  reser\ed  iiie  for  a  ibstiiiy  which  1  miisr  ac-ept  without 
a  murmur,  (iod  will  protect  His  own.  and  has  the  right  to 
disj/osc  of  them  according  to  His  will.  It  is  for  your  safety, 
not  for  mine,  that  we  must  take  our  precautions."' 

"No."  answt'red  one  of  the  old  women.  "What  is  our  life 
in  eoinparison  with  a  prie-t"s  lifer' 

"I-:ver  since  1  stood  oiit-i(b>  the  walls  (d"  the  Al)bayc  de 
t  I'.rllc-.  I  have  considered  myself  dead,"'  said  the  nun  who  had 
]!oi  left  the  liou-e. 

"Here  are  the  Hosts,"  said  the  nun  who  had  ju-t  entered. 
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handinfj  the  little  !j1uo  ho.v  to  tlif  prii'st. — But,"  she  cried,  "I 

iR'ur  ^lt'ps  on  tln'  stairs  '."' 

At  this,  the  three  began  to  listen  eagerly. — The  noise 
ceased. 

"Oo  not  he  friglitcned,"  said  the  priest,  "though  some  one 
may  try  to  enter.  A  person  upon  wliose  tid"lity  we  may  place 
the  utmost  reliance  is  coniplcting  all  tln'  an  gements  neces- 
.=ary  to  permit  you  to  cross  the  frontier  in  safety.  He  is  sure 
to  come  here  for  tiie  letters  1  ha\e  written  to  the  Due  de 
Langeais  and  the  Manpiis  de  P>eauM''ant,  in  ivhich  I  entreat 
them  to  adopi  some  means  of  rescuing  you  from  the  death 
or  misery  likely  to  he  your  pi.rtion  in  this  friglitful  countrv." 

"Hut  will  you  not  follow  us'r"  cried  the  two  nuns,  in  gentle 
but  despairing  tones. 

"My  pla<e  is  near  the  vicums,"  replied  the  priest,  quietly. 

They  did  not  speak.  Ijiit  gazed  at  their  guest  witii  a  sort  of 
holy  admiration. 

"Sister  Martlie.""  lie  coiitiiiiied.  addressing  the  nun  who  had 
gone  for  ihc  Ilo.-ts,  "I lie  nusMngcr  I  .^jieak  of  will  answer 
FuU  r'/lnnhis  to  \iiur  II i),<(Uina." 

"'I'licM'  IS  -uiiic  one  on  llie  stairs!"  crii'd  the  second  re- 
ligieuM'.  at  once  o|icninix  a  liidiiig-jlaee  under  the  roof. 

She  was  not  mistaken.  The  siKiice  was  so  profound  that 
they  could  easily  distinguish  t'le  sound  made  by  a  man's  tread, 
wliK  ii  I  .lined  along  the  step-.  cnviTed  with  solid  cakes  of  dry 
mud.  The  priest  rliyiped.  not  witliout  considerable  trouble, 
into  a  sort  of  cupboard,  aivi  the  nun  ha^tilv  threw  eome  old 
cloilie-  <iv(r  him. 

"You  iiiay  now  >liut  the  dor.r,  Si.-tcr  .Viz-athe."  raid  the 
priest,  in  a  stilled  voice. 

The  priot  was  bari'l\'  coiHi'alr.l.  when  the  two  liolv  women 
wei'e  starilrd  bv  tliri'c  kiioi  ks  on  lln'  door.  ,\ot  darinir  to 
an>wer.  they  looked  fur  giiidaiin'  into  imcIi  other's  evfs.  Thev 
wer"  both,  apparcntlv.  ab'';i!  >i.\tv.  Separated  from  the 
world  for  forty  year~.  they  were  like  liot-lioii<e  plants,  for 
which  exposure  to  the  o[)en  air  means  death,  'i'liev  coul  1  not 
even  tonceive  the  jiossibilitv  of  anv  other  existence  for  them- 
selves than  that  to  which  thev  had  been  accustomed :  the  life 
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of  the  convent.  One  tine  niornin<;  tlieir  gratings  h,  '  been 
broken  down,  and  iluy  leai'  '  .vitli  horror  that  tlioy  were 
free.    It  can  be  easily  iniagi  liat,  in  ^ouls  so  innocent,  the 

events  of  the  h'evdiution  pr^  ilv.!  a  kind  of  adventitious  im- 
Ijecilitv.  Incaoalile  of  adjii.-ling  the  idea>  laiiglit  in  a  cloister 
to  theditliculiies  of  HlV.  and  hopelessly  daznl  by  tlieir  novel 
situation,  they  uere  like  those  (hiMien  taken  care  of  by  others 
up  to  a  eerlain  ])oini  ;  and  then  luTcli  of  the  providential  tute- 
lage that  had  hitherto  been  their  shield;  but— unlike  children 
in  such  cireuinstaiices— they  did  not  cry.  they  prayed.  And 
now,  in  jjresence  of  the  peril  which  they  knew  menaced  them, 
thev  were  dumb  and  passive,  knowing  of  no  defence  save  that 
of  Christian  resignation.  The  man  who  wanted  to  enter  must 
have  interpreted  their  silence  favorably;  he  opened  the  door 
and  abruptly  stood  before  them.  The  two  sisters  shuddered. 
Thev  recognized  at  once  the  person  who  had  been  for  some 
time  hanging  about  tlieir  lodgings  and  seeking  for  informa- 
tion with  regard  to  them.  Thoy  di<l  not  move,  but  eyed  him 
with  uneasy  curiosity,  somewhat  after  the  manner  of  bashful 
children  who  stare  silntly  at  a  stranger.  The  subject  of 
their  insjiectiiui  was  tail  ami  coar>e-looking,  but  it  could  not  be 
inferred,  either  from  his  bearing  or  from  his  physiognomy, 
that  he  was  of  a  malignant  di-position.  Like  the  two  sisters, 
he  stood  motionless,  while  bis  eyes  wandered  slowly  round  the 
apartment. 

Two  straw-mats,  laid  upon  planks,  supplied  the  place  of  the 
sisters'  beds.  Upon  the  only  table  in  the  room  rested  a  brass 
candlestick,  three  knives,  some  plates,  and  a  round  loaf.  There 
was  a  poor  little  lire  in  the  chimney.  A  few  sticks  of  wood, 
piled  up  in  one  (^f  the  corners,  al-o  bore  loud  testimony  to 
the  destitution  of  the  two  recluses.  The  walls  must  have  been 
coated  with  paint  at  a  very  ancient  period  indeed,  and  a  glance 
at  them  sulliced  to  account  for  the  bad  condition  of  the 
roofing,  where  ])rown  streaks  pointed  to  spots  through  which 
the  rain  bad  filtered.  .V  relic,  doubtless  saved  out  of  the 
wreck  of  the  Abbaye  de  ( 'belles,  was  the  sole  ornament  of  the 
mantelpiece.     Three  chairs,  two  boxes,  and  a  battered  chost 
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of  drawers  eoiuiilclid  ilic  li  t  if  furiiilurr.     A  door  near  the 
cliiiiiiirv  liintcd  at  the  t'\i-.|rit(c  nf  aiiotlitT  rnoin  l»cliiiid. 

'I'liis  invciiturv  Wii-  <|iiii  ki\  inaiif  li_\  lln'  individual  whose 
introduction  iiitn  tlir  titilc  lidUM'hnld  liad  <icalrd  -luli  a  tor- 
rihlc  I'liuitioii.  A  iVcliiiu  of  pity  imuln  1"'  nad  on  his  coiin- 
tenancc.  and  tlie  cyc^  that  were  liciil  on  the  two  old  ladies, 
whoM'  t'lnliarrassrnciit,  to  ^ay  the  Ira^t.  wa.-  not  ^'rcalcr  than 
his.  WIT.'  fill!  of  kindliiu'ss.  'I'hc  stran^'c  silcmc.  (iliMTVpd  by 
every  one  of  the  three,  did  not,  however,  la.-t  lon^'.  for  the 
stranjjer  soon  had  a  .-usj  ,(i<>n  of  the  menial  feebleness  and 
the  ine.\[>erifn(e  cf  the  two  poor  ereatures,  and  said,  in  tones 
he  did  his  best  to  render  <,'e:itle: 

"I  have  not  eonie  hither  as  an  enemy,  eitoyennes " 

lie  paused  for  a  moment,  and  then  eontinued: 
''Sisters,   should  any    misfortune  befall   you,   rest    assured 
that  I  have  not  been  eoncerned  in  it. — I — 1  have  a  favor  to 
ask  cd'  vou." 

They  still  kept  silent. 

'"If  mypreseneeoecasioii  yon  annoyance  or — (>mbarrassmcnt, 
you  have  but  to  sav  the  word.  a!id — 1  wiilidraw.  lint,  believe 
me,  I  am  vvhollv  ilevoted  to  yoiir  service,  and  that,  if  there  be 
any  wav  in  whidi  1  can  lielp  you,  you  may  have  recourse  to 
me  without  fear,  for  1.  and  1  alou(.,  perhaps,  am  above  the  law 


-since  we  no  ion^c  r  have  a  King- 


The  tone  itself  in  which  the  words  were  spoken  was  so 
indicative  of  the  sj)eaker"s  blunt  hone^ty,  tiiat  Sister  Agathe, 
whose  manner  suggested  that  she  had  once  been  familiar  with 
brilliant  festivals  and  had  t)reathed  the  atmosphere  of  courts, 
abruptly  pointed  to  a  chair,  as  if  inviting  their  guest  to  be 
seated.  The  expression  of  the  stranger's  features  when  he 
understood  the  meaning  !.f  the  gesture  denoted  sadness  as  well 
as  pleasure,  lie  remained  .-tanding  until  the  worthy  okl 
ladies  were  themselves  sealed. 

"You  have  given  asyhiin,""  he  resumed,  "to  a  venerable 
priest  who  refused  to  take  the  oath,  and  who  escaped  miracu- 
lously from  the  massacre  at  Les  Cannes " 
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"I/usanna.'"  iiitfrriijilcd  Si-tcr  A^^allic,  watfliing  tlie 
stranger  witli  anxiMiis  curiosity. 

"Tliat  IS  nol  his  naiiii',  I  tli;nl\."  he  aii-wrn-d. 

"Hut,  iiKinsicur.'  sanl  Si-lcr  Agallia,  (■a;:ri-iy.  "there  is  uo 
priest  here,  and "' 

"Then  you  slioiild  Ite  more  careful  and  trnaidcd,"'  he  rt'|iliod, 
gently,  stretching  his  arm  toward  the  lahle  and  taking  up  a 
breviary.     "1  do  not  think  xnvi  know  i.a;m.  and " 

lie  went  no  further;  the  angni.-h  iiamicd  lui  the  faces  of  the 
two  nuns  made  him  fear  he  had  ali'cady  gniie  luo  far.  'I'hev 
were  trembling,  and  their  eyi's  were  full  of  ti'.irs. 

"Do  not  be  unea.-y,"  sai(l  he.  frankly,  "l  know-  the  name 
of  your  guest  and  1  know  yours.  1  wa-  iiifonni'd  uf  vour  dis- 
tress three  ilavs  ago,  and  also  of  vour  devotion  to  the  venerable 
Abbe  de '"' 

"Oh!  hush  I"  broke  in  the  simpie-minded  Sister  Agathe, 
laying  a  finger  on  her  lips. 

"Vou  see,  then,  si^ters,  tluit  if  I  had  conceived  the  horrible 
purpose  of  betraying  you,  1  could  have  alreadv  aceoniplislied 
it  more  than  once "' 

As  soon  as  tlie  ju-ie>t  heard  these  words,  he  released  him.self 
from  his  prkson  and  ailvanced  to  the  centre  cd'  the  room. 

"I  cannot  believe,  nioii.-ieur."  said  he  to  the  stranger,  "that 
you  are  one  of  our  i)er.-eciitors,  and  I  tiaist  you.  What  do  vou 
want  with  me?" 

This  sacred  trn>ifulnes>,  tlie  nobleness  expressed  n  every 
lineament  of  the  j)riest's  feature-,  would  lia\e  disarmed  an 
a>sassin.  The  eyes  of  the  my.-ierious  individnai.  whose  pres- 
ence was  giving  a  toudi  of  I'I'e  to  sins  -cep.e  of  misery  and 
resignation,  dwelt  for  a  moment  upon  the  little  grouj),  and 
then,  in  the  tone  of  a  person  revealim;-  a  >ecrei.  he  said: 

"Fatiier,  I  have  come  to  ask  you  to  celebrate  a  dead  Mass 
for  the  repose  of  tlie  soul  oi' — of — ,i  eoiise:  rated  personage 
who<e  l)fidy  will  never  re.st  in  holv  ground " 

Tile  abi)e  shuddered.  The  two  -isters.  who  did  not  vet 
know  to  what  peivoiiage  the  .-t ranger  was  alluding,  strained 
th.eir  necks  and  turned  their  faces  toward  the  two  speakers, 
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(b"ir  wliiilc  miiiIihIc  IirtraN  ini:  llif  iTi()>:t  alisiuliiiij;  curiosity. 
Till'  i'((l(<ia>iu-  -criuinizcd  the  straiii,'i'r"s  face;  every  line 
in  It  e.\pre>se<l  the  luost  und.iuliteil  anxiety  and  the  most 
ardent  entreaty. 

"Very  well,  then."  answend  the  priest  ;  ''return  at  niid- 
ni^dil.  1  .-hail  lie  ready  to  eek'ljratc  the  diiiy  funeral  wrvieo 
that  can  now  he  dU'ered  in  expiatiDn  of  the  crime  of  which  you 
speak."" 

The  slran^'er  winced,  Init  a  feeling'  of  eontentiueiit,  at  onco 
swfcl  and  serious,  Mvnied  to  i)e  triunipliiiii,'  "ver  t-oine  secret 
grief,  .\fler  a  re.-pectfnl  salntati(Ui  to  the  jiriest  and  the 
two  hoiv  wotnei;,  he  pa— cd  dut  >ilcn!ly.  His  unspoken  i^rali- 
tude,  liowevc",  wa^-  Understood  liv  thoe  tliree  generous  eouls. 

AI)oiit  two  imur-  later,  the  .-tranger  came  hack  and  knocked 
lightiv  al  the  garret  door.  It  was  opened  by  Miidemnisolle 
de  Heaiiseaiii,  who  showed  him  into  llie  second  apartment  of 
their  modest  lodging.  There  everything  had  been  pre})ared 
for  the  ceremony.  The  ^i^teI■s  li.id  moved  the  old  chest  of 
drawers;  it  sIihkI  now  hot  ween  the  two  chinuKy-fhies,  and  its 
(pi.-r.nt  outlines  were  hidden  Ifciieath  a  magiiiliceiit  altar-cloth 
id'  green  watered  silk. 

The  large  ehony  crucifix  with  an  ivory  ('liri~t,  which  they 
had  hung  on  the  wall,  caught  the  eye  nt  once  and  brought  into 
stronger  relief  the  total  alj>ence  of  other  ornaments.  Four 
thin  little  tapers,  whiiii  the  sisters  had  managed  to  fasten  on 
this  improvised  altar  with  >ealing-wax,  shed  a  faint  and  ]ioorly 
reflected  light  on  the  wall,  leaving  the  rest  of  the  room  almost 
in  darkness.  But  this  feeble  glimmer,  in  coneentralinsx  what- 
ever lirightness  it  contained  on  holy  things,  looked  like  a  ray 
from  heaven  sirring  dov.n  upon  this  unadorned  shrine.  The 
floor  was  damp.  The  rn"f.  like  most  attic  roofs,  sloped  down 
abrujitlv.  and  had  several  chinks  throiiirh  which  a  freiv.ing 
wind  swept  into  the  room.  Xotliim:,  certainly,  could  he  less 
pompous,  but  the  ver\  ab.-ence  of  ecclesiastical  pomp  lent  an 
added  irrandenr  to  the  mournful  solenmily.  .\  -ilence  so  pro- 
found that  the  faintest  erv  uttertd  on  the  Route  dWIIemagne 
could  easilv  reach  their  ears,  invested  this  nocturnal  drama 
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willi  :i  sort  nf  siniihn'  in.iji'-ly.  in  ,'i  uonl,  the  -tililiiiiity  of 
the  ad  cDiitriistcil  M»  .~HMii,L''ly  wiili  ilir  iiiciiinios  nf  its  nc- 
ccssorii'S  that  the  simls  ol'  iln'  u.iisliiiMr-  uitc  ilirillrd  uitli  a 
fcclitij,'  (if  rr!i;;i(iiis  i(ri-,.r.  On  nlln'i-  >nlr  <(f  liif  altar,  llic 
two  aged  recluses  kiiell  ii]inii  ilic  iilrd  tlnor.  rr;;ar(iless  of  its 
unhealthy  ilaiiijiiie.-.<,aml  jiraynl  in  uiii.-on  v  iili  the  [irir-t.wlie, 
arrayed  in  his  pimtilieal  V!'.-!inent,>.lir"ii,::lil  'ait  a  ^^nldciieiialiec 
^'et  with  precious  .>lones.  no  iloiiht  one  of  the  vc-.-ds  .-aved  I'roiii 
the  iull,i^::e  of  liif  Aliha_\e  ile  (licllo.  Near  this  ciiioriuiii, 
royal  in  its  niagiiiiicciiei',  ^lood  two  ;;la>.-t .-,  lianlly  tit  for  a 
tavern,  containing,'  the  wine  and  water  to  be  used  in  the 
Holy  Sacrilice.  '\'\iv  ]ir:e.'-l  had  no  mi.-.-ai ;  his  breviary,  laid 
on  a  corner  uf  the  aliai',  .-erved  in  ii>  >tead.  A  coiiunonplace 
earthen  plate  was  put  a.-ide  for  li;i'  laving  (jf  the  pure  hands 
that  had  never  been  soiled  uiih  hiuod. 

It  was  all  so  inliiutely  ^M'eai,  and  yet  so  small  ;  .~o  noblo,  and 
yet  so  shabby;  .-o  .-aired,  and  yet  ^o  profane.  The  stranger 
advanced  reverently  and  fell  upon  lli^  knees  between  the  two 
nuns.  Hut,  on  siuideniy  noticing  bands  of  crape  on  the 
chalice  and  crucilix — llie  prie.-t,  having  no  other  way  of  pub- 
lishing the  intention  for  wliirh  this  Mass  was  olfered,  had,  as 
it  were,  pat  Clod  himself  in  niourning — he  was  harrowed  by 
fcoiue  appalling  memory,  for  big  drops  of  sweat  stood  on  his 
broad  forehead.  Thereiiitoii  the  fair  siU'iit  actors  in  this 
ecene  exchanged  niy,-teriou>  glaiires.  and  then  heart  spoke  to 
heart  and  soul  to  soul,  until  there  was  an  emulous  and  sympa- 
thetic reciprocation  of  emotions,  and  all  their  feelings  were 
fused  into  an  ecstasy  of  awestruck  compassion.  It  seemed 
to  them  as  if  the  shade  of  the  royal  martyr,  whose  remains 
iiad  been  consumed  by  i|ui(klime,  liad  responded  to  their 
prayerful  entreaties,  and  now  stood  in  their  midst  in  all  its 
regal  majesty  They  were  celebrating  an  obit,  the  body  of  the 
deceased  not  being  present.  I'lider  l!ie,<e  disjointed  laths  and 
tiles,  four  Ciirislians  were  interceding  with  (Jod  for  a  King 
(.f  France,  and  holding  a  funeral  service  without  a  coffin. 
No  purer  act  of  devotion  was  e^('r  accomplished;  it  was  the 
very  climax  of  peerless  loyalty  ai.'d  disinterestedness.    Surely, 
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in  the  eyes  of  (iod  it  imi^t  have  Ixm  n  liko  that  en])  uf  cold 
wutiT  which  oiitwcifrhrd  the  greatc.-t  virtuos.  Tlif  whulr  Mon- 
iirt'hy  wan  present.  pn'MMit  in  ihc  pruvers  of  a  pnost  and  two 
old  "woint'ii.  Pcrliap:;.  also,  the  Hfvojtition  was  present,  in 
the  person  of  yonder  man  whose  features  hetrayed  too  poijjn- 
ant  a  renlo^^e  not  to  h'ad  t"  thr  lielief  tliat  he  was  now  ful- 
filling,' some  vow  under  the  pres>ure  of  a  heartfelt  repentance. 
Instead  of  i)ronouiicing  the  words.  " Intruibi)  ad  altarc  Dei,' 
the  i)riest,  promjited  hy  some  ilivme  inspiration,  turned  his 
eves  upon  tlu>  three  kneelin;,'  fifrures  who  represented  Christian 
France,  and  said,  as  if  to  force  them  to  forget  the  poverty  of 
their  surroundings: 

"We  are  ahout  to  enttT  the  Sanctuary  of  fiod  I"" 
At  these  words,  uttered  with  impre>.-ive  solemnity,  a  pacred 
awe  fell  upon  the  stranger  and  the  two  sisters.  Under  the 
dome  of  St.  Peter's  at  Home,  CJod  would  not  have  manifested 
Himself  in  greater  majesty  than  that  in  which  He  revealed 
IHmself  to  these  humhle  Christians  under  the  roof  of  their 
wretched  refuge.  So  true  it  is  that  hetwecn  man  and  Him 
every  intermediary  would  apjiear  to  he  u.<eless.  and  that  His 
greatness  depends  on  Himself  alone.  The  sincerity  of  the 
stranger's  fervor  was  self-evident,  and  so  the  sentiments  that 
uuited  these  four  servants  of  (iod  and  the  King  were  in  per- 
fect unison.  The  .sacred  words  echoed  through  the  silence 
like  celestial  music.  At  a  certain  moment  there  wure  tears 
in  the  stranger's  eyes;  it  was  at  the  intoning  of  the  Paler 
nosier.     The  priest  added  to  it  this  petition  : 

" — Et  remitle  scelus  regicidis  sicut  Luduvicus  eis  remisit 
scmetijjse!  (Forgive  the  regicides  as  Louis  himself  forgave 
them)." 

The  stranger  must  have  understood  these  Latin  words,  for 
the  sisters  saw  two  big  drops  course  down  his  cheeks  and  fall 
on  the  floor.     Then  the  Otlice  of  the  Head  was  recited. 

The  Domini',  salvmu  fac  rcgmi,  chanted  in  an  undertone, 
wrung  the  very  heartstrings  of  these  faithful  royalists,  when 
they  remembered  that  the  child-King  for  vvhuin  they  were  at 
that  moment  beseeching  the  Almighty  was  a  captive  in  the 
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liJiruls  of  liis  oru'iiiic-.  'I'll"  !-tr.iii^'<r  slmdiicrvd ;  n  frc-li 
(•ritnc  rnifrht  vrt  In'  ciiniiinttcd  in  uIik  li  (liuibtlc-is  he  .^hoiili' 
he  forced  to  j-hair.  Wlicii  Mass  was  nvrr.  the  |irirst  made  ;i 
sign  to  tliL'  two  nuns,  and  they  rctirc(l.  As  soon  as  he  wa^ 
alnni'  \.itli  thr  stranger,  lie  went  u|)  to  liirn  with  a  mild  aiui 
serious  face,  and  said,  in  a  fadicrly  voice: 

"My  son.  if  you  have  steeped  your  hands  in  the  hlood  of  tin 
royal  martyr,  confide  in  me.  There  is  no  sin  that,  in  the  eye^ 
of  (iod.  may  not  he  etfaced  iiy  such  ardent  and  sincere  re- 
pentance   s  you  have  manifested." 

.\t  the  first  words  uttered  hy  the  ecclesiastic  the  strangei 
could  not  repress  an  involuntary  movement  of  terror;  hut 
the  lu'xt  monient.  he  reco\creil  his  composure,  and,  lookinj^ 
coolly  at  the  astonished  priest  : 

"Father,"  said  he,  in  a  V(uce  that  tremliled  a  little,  how- 
e\'er,  "no  oii(>  is  inoi'e  innocent  than  1  of  the  hlood  shed " 

"1  am  hound  to  Ijclicve  you,"  answered  the  prie-t. 

lie  paused  for  a  few  moments,  during  which  he  watched  his 
penitent  ( lo>ely.  Kut,  persisting  in  the  idea  that  he  had  he- 
fore  hiiu  one  of  those  cowardly  niemliers  of  the  Convention 
who  surrendered  an  iiiviolahle  and  anointed  head  to  jtreservc 
their  own,  he  continued,  in  a  solemn  t(Hie: 

"Do  not  imagine,  my  son,  that  Keeaiise  a  person  may  have 
taken  no  active  })art  in  the  horriide  crime,  lie  i.-,  therefore 
absolved  fnuu  the  guilt  of  its  commission  Those  who  couhj 
defended  their  King  and  \et  allowed  their  swonU  to  rest  iii 
their  scahhards.  will  have  a  very  heavy  acciuint  to  render  to  the 
King  0^"  Heaven — .\h  I  yes."  added  the  old  prie.-I,  .-haking  hi^ 
head  impressively,  ""yes.  a  very  heavy  one  indeed  I  — By  idl} 
standing  hy,  ihev  heeaine  accomplices  in  the  heinous  felony." 

"You  believe,  then,  that  an  indirect  participation  will  Ik 
punished? — Take  the  s<.ldier  orileied  to  fall  into  line  on  tht 
route  to  the  scatfold — was  lu^  guilty?" 

The  j)ricst  was  evidently  perplexed,  rieased  at  having  em- 
barrassed this  puritan  royalist  liy  placing  him  between  tht 
dogma  of  passive  oliedienee — according  to  the  partisans  of  tlu 
Monarchy,  the  tir^t  ]U'inciple  of  I'Very  military  code — an<l  tht 
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Cfjiially  important  (in^riiia  >>(  ilic  ^ainuiv  ni'  a  Kiii;:V  iiir,>..ii- 
alitv.  the  >lr,ui<,'rr  wn-  ca,;!'!-  to  mm'  in  thf  in'if.-l".-  lic-italKHi 
a  soliilidii  fa^'lralllt'  \<i  lli.  ilnulii.-  Ii\  wliuh  In-  was  apjiairiitlv 
haras>(il.  Tiiiri,  to  liriim  tlic  V('iu'ial)li'  .liii!-rni-t'.-~  rclU-c- 
tioiis  to  a  liali,  111'  >ai;l : 

"I  should  l)luf-li  to  oilVr  yni  any  rccoiiijM'ii-c  wliatcvfr 
for  the  liincral  MTsict-  mi.;  liavc  ju-t  ti'!cl,rattil  lor  the  rfpo>o 
of  tlic  Miiil  of  tlu'  KiiiL'  and  (lie  relief  of  my  coiiscieni-e.  That 
\*iutii  i>  iiie.-linialile  ran  uiily  he  purcha.-rd  h\  an  olfering 
that  is  heyoiid  priee.  heij^n.  ilun,  inon.-icnr,  to  a(ii[>t  the 
jrift  wiiicii  I  make  you  of  a  holy  relie.  I'liliap^  the  day  may 
coiiu'  when  \ou  will  under>taii(l  its  value." 

When  the  >tranirer  had  eonrlmled,  he  pre.-eiited  the  ec- 
c'lesiastie  with  a  small  l>o\,  very  light  in  weight;  the  j)riest 
t(»ok  it,  aliiKist  uneoiiseioiisly,  ^o  amazed  was  he  at  the 
tiolemiiity  of  the  man":!  word-,  the  tones  in  whirh  tliev  were 
uttered,  and  the  rcvcrcnee  with  whieli  he  held  out  the  gift. 
The  priest  and  the  strangiT  then  returned  to  the  room  in 
which  the  sisters  were  waiting  for  them. 

"The  house  in  whieh  you  lodge,"  said  the  stranger,  ''be- 
longs to  Mucius  Sca'vola,  the  plasterer  on  'he  first  floor;  he 
is  famous  in  his  section  for  his  palrioti>m.  but  is  secretly  at- 
tached to  the  liourhons.  lie  was  formerly  one  of  the  I'rince 
de  Conti's  whippers-in,  and  owe-  all  his  success  in  life  to 
him.  As  long  as  you  stay  here  ynii  are  r-afer  than  you  could 
be  in  any  other  part  id'  France.  Do  not  go  elsewhere.  I'ioua 
souls  will  minister  to  your  wants,  and  you  can  wait  for  the 
advent  of  better  times.  In  a  year  from  now,  on  the  '.^Ist  of 
.January" — he  shuddered  iiivoluntaiilv  as  he  pronounced  these 
words — "if  this  wretclie<l  i)lacc  is  still  your  asylum,  1  will 
return  to  celebrate  the  expiatory  .Mass  with  you " 

He  did  not  finish,  .\fier  saluting  the  speechless  tenants 
of  the  garret,  he  gave  a  last  look  at  the  evidences  that  re- 
vealed their  destitution,  and  disap])eared. 

For  the  two  simple-minded  nuns  >ucli  an  adventure  as  this 
had  all  the  interest  of  a  romance.  Consetiuently,  when  the 
venerable    abbe   informed   them    of    the    mysterious   gift    so 
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^(  hllllll}  lirc.-flllril  |<i  lillii,  thf  \,n\  wa.>  |illUi'(l  l)V  lluMIl 
tllr    l.lMr.    illul    ihiir    llllMnu.-;    filic-.    fcclilv    lit    lljl    liV    a    till 

(.•iiillr.  iM'tniMil  iiii  iiniipiiiri)liiililc  nirio^itv.  .MailiTriois 
(Ic  Laii-cais  npfiH'il  the  Im>\  ;  it  ((HitaiiUMl  a  very  liiif  caiiil 
li.i'i.lki  Trim  r.  ;-i)iK'i|  uilii  jHTs|iiratioii ;  after  uiifiddiiig 
liny  until  til  that  tlift'c  were  i-tain-;  on  it. 

"lUixiii  I"'  cxcIaiiiKMl  till'  priest. 

"It  is  marked  with  (he  luval  ernwn  I"'  eried  the  other  sistt 

'I'lif  lAo  mm-,  ill  liicir  horror,  drojij.cd  the  precious  re 
To    iheir    arlh'-'    souls    the    iiu>tery    that    liuii>,'    ahout 
t-iraii;,^r   lurainc    iiie\plieal)Ie ;   as   for   the   priest,    from   t 
(Ia\  ciiuard  he  iir\rr  evcii  made  an  eH'ort  to  explain  it. 

It  ilid  not  take  ilu'  three  prisoners  long  lo  find  out  tiiat, 
t^pito  of  the  Terror,  a  powerful  hand  was  extended  over  th( 
I'lrst,  they  reeeiNed  u ood  aiiil  provisions;  then  the  sist 
Kurniised  that  their  prote'i  tor  must  he  aided  hy  a  woman, 
they  were  supplied  with  linen  and  with  garment.s  that  allov 
them  to  go  outside  without  heiiig  remarked  for  the  aristoen; 
f;ishion  of  the  dresses  they  had  been  forced  to  use;  Una 
Mucins  Sojrvola  pave  them  two  civic  cards.  Warnin 
needed  for  the  .safety  of  the  priest,  often  reached  them 
rnundahout  ways  ;  and  tiie.s'  warnings  were  so  timely  that  tl 
could  have  come  only  from  a  person  initiated  into  st 
peerels.  Xotwiih-tand.ing  the  famine  under  which  Pa 
lahored,  the  oiillau<  found  outside  their  garret  dor  ralii 
of  bread, — irltilr  bread,  aeluaily  I— borne  thither  bv  invisi 
I'.ands.  They  believed,  however,  that  Mucins  Sca>vola  v 
but  the  mysterious  agent  of  this  ingenious  and  intcllig* 
benevolence,  never  for  a  moment  doubting  that  their  p 
tector  was  that  stranger  who  had  come  for  the  expiatory  M^ 
on  the  5?nd  of  January,  1T:>3.  lie  became,  therefore,  1 
object  of  a  sort  of  worship  on  the  jiart  of  the  three  beings  w 
hoped  only  in  liivi  and  lived  only  by  him.  To  their  regu 
prayers  they  had  added  special  jH-aycrs  for  his  benefit:  moi 
ing  and  evening,  these  pious  souls  .=ent  up  petitions  for  1 
bap[)iness,  his  prosperity,  his  salvation,  and  inev  besou^ 
(lod  to  clear  his  path  of  all   pitfalls,   to  deliver  hira  fn 
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hi?  cni'nup.e,  and  grant  liim  a  htng  and  [xvuefiil  lifi'.  This 
gratitude  of  tlitirs,  ing,  so  to  speak,  rein'wul  fiuiii  day  to 
(lay,  was  of  necessity  allied  t<>  a  cunosits  that  grew  more 
eager  from  <iay  to  day  also.  The  i  ir*  iim-taii(  i «  attend. mt 
on  the  strangers  appearance  formed  the  -iilijiii-  of  their 
ronversation.  'I'luy  made  any  numlier  of  (oiijei  tines  in 
connection  with  him.  The  employment  the  >tran,-'<'r  gave 
their  mind-  was  not  the  hast  of  the  l»enetits  for  ulmh  they 
were  indebted  to  him.  They  vowed  he  should  iiol  lie  ailn^^ed 
to  decline  their  friendly  overtures  oii  the  night  he  M'turiied, 
in  fulfilment  of  his  promise,  to  celebrate  the  .-ad  anniversary 
of  the  <leath  of  Louis  X\  1. 

The  night,  so  impatiently  expected,  arrived  at  hi-t.  At 
midnight,  the  sound  of  tlie  stranger's  heavy  footf.'i  .rhoed 
from  the  old  uoodin  stairs.  The  room  had  been  adorned  for 
his  reception,  ami  the  altar  was  prepared,  'i'.-.is  time,  the 
si.eters  kept  the  door  open  for  Ins  cntraiiee,  and  both  liur- 
rieil  out  to  light  him  up  the  stairs.  Mademoiselle  de  l.angeairt 
even  descended  a  few  steps  to  be  the  flr.-t  to  greet  their  bene- 
factor. 

"Come,"  said  she,  in  tones  that  denoted  strong  emotion  as 
well  as  affection,  "come  in — we  are  waiting  for  you." 

The  man  rai.«ed  his  head,  looked  darkly  at  the  religieuse, 
anil  did  not  reply:  she  felt  as  if  a  mantle  of  ice  had  suildeiily 
enveloped  her,  and  became  a?  silent  a<  the  grave.  The  very 
expression  of  his  features  killed  gratitude  and  curiosity  in 
every  heart.  lie  was  not.  perhaps,  so  cold,  taciturn,  and 
formidable  as  they  thought  him,  for  their  souls  were  wrought 
up  to  a  high  pitch  of  emotion  which  sought  an  outlet  in  a 
strong  manifestation  of  their  friendly  feelings.  But  when 
the  three  poor  prisoners  saw  clearly  that  the  man  wished 
to  continue  to  be  a  stranger,  they  were  resigned.  The  priest, 
however,  fancied  he  noticed  a  smile  on  his  lips,  a  smile  at 
once  banished  from  them  as  soon  as  he  perceived  the  fin-para- 
tions  for  his  visit.  He  heard  Ma?s  and  prayed.  Then  he 
pas.sed  out,  declining,  in  a  few  polite  words,  to  share  the  little 
(ollation  provided  for  him. 
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After  the  f>th  'riiermidor.  tlif  nuns  mid  tlio  Abbe  de  ] 
rolles  could  niovf  al)uiu  in  I'iiris  wiibout  iiicuriing  ibe  slii 
est  danger.     Thi'  tir>t   vi>it  i)f  tht'  old   |)ri"<t   was  paid  t 
porl'uincr"s  shop  at  tlu-  sign  of  tbe  ];■  inc  Ji.<  /leurs,  kept 
Citizen  Ragon  and  his  wile,  ex-pertuiners  to  the  Court.    T 
had  reniaiiK'd  faithful  to  tiie  royal  family,  and  had  been 
inediuni   of  eoinmuniration   between    the    Vendean.s  and 
Princes    and     Koyalist     Committee     of     Paris.     The     ai 
dressed  in  the  fa>hion  prescribed  at  tlie  time,  was  at  the  d 
of  tiie  shoj)— situated  between  Saint-Hoch  and   the  Kue 
Frondeiirs — when   the    Hue   de   Saint-llonore   was   sudde 
filled  with  a  ennvd,  and  he  could  not  get  out. 

"What  is  it  all  about  ?"  said  he  to  Madame  Ragon. 

"Uh,  it's  nothing,"  she  answered;  ''the  tumbril  wagon  i 
the  executioner  going  to  the  I'lace  Louis  XV.     Ah  I  we  sa\ 
often  enough  last  year;  but  to-day,  the  fourth  day  from 
anniversary  of  tiie  vMst  of  January,  we  can  witness  the  gliai 
procession  without  feeling  any  great  sorrow." 

"\\'liy  do  you  say  so?"  inquired  the  abbe.  "Such  a  se; 
ment  is  not  Christian." 

"Indeed?  Why,  Robespierre's  accomplices  are  on  tl 
way  to  the  guillotine.  They  defended  themselves  as  well 
they  could,  but  now  they're  going  the  same  road  upon  wh 
they  sent  so  many  innocent  victims." 

The  crowd  rolled  along  like  a  Hood.     Yielding  to  an 
pulse  of  curiosity,  the  Abbe  de  Marolles  looked  upward  i 
saw,  sta-uling  in  the  tumbril,  the  very  man  at  whose  reqi 
he  had  said  Mass  three  days  before. 

"Who  is  that?"  asked  he;  "who  is  that  one ?" 

"The  executioner,"  answered  M.  Ragon,  giving  the  fii 
tionary  the  designation  by  which  he  was  known  under 
Monarchy — I'cxecuteur  des  hunts  leuvres. 

"Help!  help!  my  dear,"'  cried  Madame  Ragon  to  her  h 
band,  "the  abbe  is  dying!" 

And  the  old  lady  took  up  a  flask  of  vinegar  and  tried 
restore  the  venerable  priest  to  consciousness. 
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"lie  must  have  given  me  the  handkerchief,"  murmured 
the  abbe,  "with  whicli  the  King  wiped  his  forehead  on  his  road 
lo  martyrdom— Poor  man!— The  steel  blade  felt  pity,  when 
none  was  to  bo  found  in  all  P' ranee  1"' 

The  perfumers  feared  that  the  unfortunate  priest  was  going 
mad. 

Pakis,  .January  IWl. 


jr. 


